
North Transfer StationNorth Transfer Station 
Rebuilding for the future of solid waste

Public Meeting Tuesday, July 9
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.



Welcome

Meeting Agendag g
• 6:15‐7:15 p.m. Presentation and Q&A
• 7:15‐8:00 p.m. View boards and talk with project team



Background and needg

• About 700 thousand tons of solid waste are generated in the g
City of Seattle each year

• Built in the mid‐1960s, the station is past the end of its useful 
liflife

• The station is too small for current and future recycling and 
solid waste transfer operationsp

• SPU will replace the station at the existing location, 1350 N 
34th St, Seattle, with a more modern and efficient facility



Working with the communityg y
• Stakeholder Advisory Group 2008‐2011 

M d f it i d t d t ti t ti– Made up of community, industry and station user representatives
– Through regular meetings, workshops, and tours developed 

consensus recommendations on conceptual design of new station
• The Green Group 2011 

– Made up of community members, neighbors and design 
professionalsprofessionals

– Reached consensus on the use of the new station’s open space
• Seattle Design Commission 2013g

– Approved “Urban Design Merit” and “Public Benefit” associated 
with the vacation of Carr Place N between N 34th St. and
N 35th StN 35th St.



DesignDesign 



Design process g p
30 Percent

‒ Project elements (i e buildings and driveways) and their‒ Project elements (i.e. buildings and driveways) and their 
arrangement

‒ Traffic flow
‒ Preliminary architectural and landscaping concepts

60 Percent
Further development of architectural and landscaping elements‒ Further development of architectural and landscaping elements

‒ Results of noise, odor, and dust studies 
90 Percent

‒ Final architectural  and landscaping elements
‒ Planning for construction



30% site plan 



ArchitectureArchitecture



Architectural goalsg

• Create attractive edge conditions• Create attractive edge conditions
• Design visually interesting roofscapes
• Enhance the pedestrian experience
• Utilize easy wayfinding
• Provide a nuisance free environment
• Incorporate a clear and consistent architectural languagep g g



Birds eye view



Birds eye view
Skylights and 
photovoltaics

Greenroofs

Secure line

Greenroofs

Landscaped edges



View along North 34th Street 
l kilooking east



View along North 34th Street 
l kilooking east

textured precast 
panels

built in benches

viewing windows

planter strips

built in benches



Entry plaza view



Entry plaza view

transparency of functions
color as 
wayfinding

visual connections



Commercial entry



Commercial entry

textured precastflat metal panels

hardscape scale plaza



Self haul entry



Closed materiality

Open materialityOpen materiality



View west along North 34th Street  



Landscaping and OpenLandscaping and Open 
SpaceSpace



The Green Group
• Made up of community members from the Stakeholder Advisory 

Group, others from the design community, and additional p, g y,
neighbors. 

• Provided SPU with a consensus recommendation for a design 
t th t fl t d it l llconcept that reflected community values, as well as green space 

programming, for the new station.
• Agreed on a hybrid open space concept called ‘Twine with Twist’.g y p p p



Green Group agreement items
• Integrated Play Space

‐ ADA accessible
‐ Picnic table area and seating
‐ Natural features

• Accessible Gathering Spaces
‐ Include lawn and trees, paved pathways and 

seating

P bli A & I i Si Natural features

• Multi‐Sport Court
‐ Basketball and four‐square
‐ Incorporates a gathering space

• Public Art & Interpretive Signage
• Green Factor

‐ Currently meets 0.4 requirement

C b B lb d S C i • Flexible Open Space (Lawn)
‐ Includes Specimen tree

• Olmstedian Walk 

• Curb Bulbs and Street Crossings
• Sustainable Sites Initiative
• CPTED 

‐ Includes dry cobble swale

• Fitness & Parkour Stations
‐ 5 stations at sidewalk along N 34th Street and 

various stations along dry cobble swale

• Decorative Fencing

various stations along dry cobble swale

• Green Roof (Extensive)
• Street Trees

Preserved where possible per‐ Preserved where possible per
Arborist’s Report and 
City Urban Forester



Landscape plan



Enlargement of fitness station area
Fitness/ parkour stations

Proposed coniferous tree



Enlargement of playground

Planted buffer

Integrated natural play

Overlook with seating and picnic tables

ADA path

Seat all
Net climbing structure
Seat wall

Planting area
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Enlargement of sport court and 
lawnTH

Bus shelter

lawnN 35TH ST

Specimen tree

Lawn

Sport court with 
porous paving

Olmstedian walk

Foot bridge

Dry cobble swale



Enlargement of stepped plaza

Gathering area with seating
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Landscape sections



Landscape sections



Typical landscape images



Typical landscape images



North Transfer Station design g
schedule



Next stepsp
• Design process

– 60% design meeting (Fall 2013)60% design meeting (Fall 2013)

• Stay informedStay informed
– http://www.seattle.gov/util/EnvironmentConservation/Projects/NewT

ransferStation/NorthTransferStation/index.htm

• Contact the project team
– Email: SPU NTS@seattle govEmail: SPU_NTS@seattle.gov


