NORTH TRANSFER STATION Seattle
Open Space Planning Community Meeting Summary L&Y Public

October 26, 2011 Utlt
Lake Washington Rowing Club 6:30 — 8:30 PM 11UES

Overview
On October 26, 2011, Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) hosted a community meeting regarding the open
space planning process for the future North Transfer Station (NTS). The purpose of the meeting was to:

e Inform the community about SPU’s plans to create community open space at the new transfer
station by presenting an overview of the project need, the open space conceptual design
concepts, and the process to date.

e Provide opportunities for the public to submit feedback regarding the open space conceptual
designs in order to present the Green Group and SPU with public opinion regarding the project.

e Engage attendees in an interactive workshop where they can learn more about specific aspects
of the project and talk to the project team.

Meeting Agenda
e 6:45—7:15 p.m. Presentation and brief Q&A
e 7:15-8:00 p.m. Workshop
e 8:00-8:30 p.m. Open house

Meeting Presentation

Penny Mabie, Envirolssues, welcomed attendees to the community meeting and thanked everyone for
coming. She explained the meeting format and agenda and introduced the other presenters for the
evening, Tim Croll, Solid Waste Director, SPU and Dean W. Koonts, Landscape Architect, Hough Beck &
Baird, Inc. (HBB).

Tim Croll provided an overview of the North Transfer Station and discussed the Stakeholder Group
conceptual design process and the resulting Stakeholder Group Recommendations Report. He reviewed
the selected conceptual design, in Figure 1 below, for the future station and drew attention to the open
space area that the Green Group is working to program.

Tim explained that as a result of working with the community, the design team was able to create a
conceptual design concept that included as much green space as possible in order to offset the street
vacation and zoning changes that the new station will require. The Stakeholder Group provided
recommendations for community amenities to be included in the future station, including curb bulbs,
pedestrian amenities, and a new community open space.
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Figure 1. Selected Conceptual Design for the North Transfer Station

Tim introduced the Green Group, composed of nearby neighbors, community members, and landscape
architects, who are working with SPU to develop open space programming elements to guide the design
of the open space. He described the process so far, including a broad brainstorming workshop and the
review of five open space concepts for the site.

Dean W. Koonts, HBB, discussed the open space design process and explained the visioning exercise that
the Green Group used. The numerous ideas gathered were distilled into five different concepts. The
members of the Green Group then provided input on which elements of those concepts they preferred
and which elements they disliked. The design team then created two refined concepts incorporating the
comments from the Green Group; Twine and Terrace, as seen in Figures 2 and 3 below. Dean presented
the major elements of each concept and invited meeting attendees to share their thoughts during the
meeting workshop following the question and answer session following the presentation.
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Figure 2. Open space conceptual design “Twine”.

Conceptual Design - Terrace
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Figure 3. Open space conceptual design “Terrace”.
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Tim Croll and Penny Mabie discussed the project’s next steps. Penny asked attendees to share their
guestions and comments and then break into groups at the workshop stations.

Question and Answer Period
Following the presentation, meeting attendees were provided an opportunity to ask Tim Croll and Dean
W. Koonts questions. These included:

e  What will the curb bulbs look like? Will they narrow the road?

e How will the new station building heights compare to the current station?

e What consideration has been given to deterring transients?

o Will local patrols be stepped up, or security cameras installed in the open space?

e SPU may want to think about creating a nice crosswalk over Northlake Way to connect with Gas
Works Park

Meeting Workshop and Open House

Meeting attendees viewed the proposed conceptual designs for the open space and were invited to
share their likes, dislikes and other input with project staff at the workshop stations. The input received
is summarized below, and the entire list of comments is included in Appendix A.

Figure 4. Meeting attendees provide project staff input on the design concepts.

e Attendees generally preferred Twine as opposed to the Terrace concept, citing the natural,
active feel, multi-age and multi-use appeal of the design. Attendees mentioned that the Twine
design lends itself to the residential setting, where the Terrace design would be more
appropriate for a commercial or downtown area.



NORTH TRANSFER STATION
Open Space Planning Community Meeting Summary
October 26, 2011

o Attendees expressed conflicting views on the possibility of a P-patch, indicating that it could be
exclusive and attract unwanted vermin or be a lush vegetative area for building a sense of
community.

e Elements that attendees were most attracted to in each design included:

0 Active elements including exercise stations, the multi-use court, play area and climbing
structure were identified as key elements

0 Art, education and interpretive signs, specifically the kinetic art location in the Twine
concept

0 Olmstedian walk, with more active elements interspersed

0 Opportunity for drop-in viewing hours at the station

e Overall concerns about the open space design were expressed, with the following highlights:

0 Reduce the opportunities for attracting homeless populations without compromising
design

0 Provide ample lighting for play area and pathways

0 Place trees to provide increased visibility

0 Display signage indicating park hours and emergency contact
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APPENDIX A
Comment Transcription

Flipchart Transcription

Thoughts? Comments?

Neighborhood parking concerns

Prefer Twine

Need traffic to slow down — safety concerns for children

No benches along 35t — prefer exercise stations

“Hangout” areas along Woodlawn

Terrace would make more sense in an urban area

Prefer Twine for multi-ages, multi-use and natural appeal

Picnic opportunity near Essential Bakery

Want a space to use, not look at

Start pathway further down on Woodlawn to keep green space whole — Twine
Like natural look of Twine

Natural structure of playground

As much green as possible, but like the basketball court

Like meandering walk

Specimen trees on Ashworth give extra attention to neighborhood views
Attention to draw people to area adjacent from Essential

No P-Patch

Don’t want fear of transients to compromise design (benches)
Picnic tables around play area

Plexiglass near basketball court

Self-directed viewing area for public access/drop-in capability at NTS
Don’t like Terrace

Don't cluster trees

More activity along Omstedian Walk

Like art, educational and interpretive signs

Like drop-in idea for viewing room

Like Kinetic art locations

Like climbing structure

Playground is key

Need signs showing park hours and emergency phone numbers
Should be lighting on the court and motion lights on the paths
Exercise stations instead of benches

Prefer residential feel of Twine, as opposed to urban feel of Terrace
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e What can be done to slow down traffic on 35™?

o Like the Kinetic Art idea — extend along 34%

e Like kids play area

e Both concepts have underutilized space in the middle

e Like P-Patch!!

e Potential view to Lake Union

e No P-Patch!!!

e More pure green space (not bisected by path)

e Concerned about terraces not being used

e Like Olmstedian walk for pedestrian movement from north neighborhoods to Gas Works
e P-Patch volunteers can provide surveillance

e Like the play area

e Concern about the P-patch and vermin and exclusive “nature” of plots
e Like sport court and play area — inclusive and provides surveillance

e Spray Park — squirt terminals (Pratt Park) and vandalism concerns

e Move sport court down for more green space near 35"

e No P-patch because it’s not open to everyone all the time

e Like sport court and play area

e Bowling green in Twine

Board Transcription

Concept Design — Twine
Active (with smiley face)
Like this one (with smiley face)
Specimen tree (with arrow pointing to an ambiguous area)
Handball court (with arrow pointing to multi-sport court)
Parkour court (no arrow)
Enclosed (with arrow pointing to the label for the multisport court)
Move path closer to the sidewalk to increase lawn
More lawn for activities (soccer, etc)
(circle around path in lawn with arrow pointing toward sidewalk)
More sparse (with arrow pointing to north part Olmstedian walk area)
Obstacle course (written on top of Olmstedian walk area with an arrow that points to the words “timer”
and “balance” and some symbols)
Outdoor Ping Pong “a la Rosetta”
Game items
e Chess

e Hopscotch
Under trees (with arrow pointing to Olmstedian walk area)
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(smiley face by fence in lower left hand corner)

More green (move path) (with arrow pointing to lawn area)

Boot camp (with arrow pointing to Olmstedian walk area)

Path entrance here so there’s more green area (with arrow pointing to lawn area)
| like play area, basketball court, lawn. Great!!

Concept Design Sections and Images — Twine
(nothing written on this board)

Concept Design — Terrace

| don’t think the pea patch serves enough residents (with an asterisk)

The small are of lawn does not provide enough “flex space”, needs more lawn, play area

Not sure who would use or what would happen in terraced area

No benches on this site (near rest/gathering spot)

No one will use these (with circles around bench and picnic pods)

(an arrow down the terraced area)

Take advantage of grade. Give the space presence. Raised terrace. (with an line pointing to a box around
the gathering area and closest terrace)

(smiley face near interpretive sign location)

Concept Design Sections and Images — Terrace
(nothing written on this board)

Existing Images
(nothing written on this board)

Comment Forms Received

Terrace Likes

| especially like this concept for the parking lot because it lends itself to a neighborhood pea patch.
There is also room for a small play area. The grade change is ideal for raised beds, and the exposure is
optimal for sun.

Twine Likes
Love the play area and the court (I have a 3 yr. old and an 8 yr. old) Love the art idea — kinetic.

Terrace Dislikes
Feels more like a downtown park with lots of foot traffic — hang out areas very near. People
permanently car camped on 35" are a concern.
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Miscellaneous
The main problem with the neighborhood is the speed of traffic on 35", Narrow corridor with parking on

both sides. Tons of kids in neighborhood and a bus route. (Why not 34™ as bus route?) There is an
accident every year at 35" and Densmore where | have lived since 96. This year it was a motorcycle cop.

Traffic circles! Move the bus!



