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In the News

Circle of Blue

THE PRICE OF WATER: 2015
Combined water, sewer and stormwater prices for households in 30 major U.S. cities.
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In the News

Picked up by Seattle

of four with each person using 50 gallons of water per day.

1. Seattle: 2. Atlanta: )
$171.48 $150.72 3. San Francisco:
S $126.51
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$4.02 $0.70 $4.49
WATER \
sewel ) $12.04 $11.55 " $17.78
$13.57 $18.62 $13.20
$29.63: $30.87: $35.47:
1. Memphis 2. Phoenix 3. Salt Lake City

Source: Circle of Blue

Times

California wants our water - but probably not our bills
Among 30 large U.S. cities, Seattle has the highest total monthly water bill for a typical family

4. Austin: 5. San Diego:
$100.70 $99.37
g "$1.90
$35.06 $53.35
$55.84 $44.12
NOTE:
Stormwater
fees are not
included in
TENN. ",
every city’s
GEORGIA monthly
water bill.
$15.88 . S22.86
$25.75 $22.86
$41.63: $45.72:
4. Fresno 5. Chicago
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Difficult to Compare Between Cities

* Drinking water and sewer

— Studies assume uniform per capita use across all utilities
(not true)

— Rate structures for drinking water and sewer are very
different across utilities

— To compare, look at typical household bills based on
typical usage
« Stormwater is treated very differently across
utilities, hard to compare
— Stormwater utility
— Embedded in sewer rates
— Part of City’s General Fund Seattle

@ Public
— Other Utilities




Focus on Drinking Water
Typical Monthly Bills and Usage

2015 Water Bills and Typical Consumption
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Seattle’s Per Capita Water Use

« Lower than most utilities

 Due to conservation programs and
nlumbing code changes

« Offsets need for new water supplies
— Huge benefit for ratepayers
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Typical Monthly Bills

 For drinking water, sewer, drainage
— Circle of Blue: $S310
— Seattle Times: $178

« Based on SPU’s average household:

Water $38.93
Sewer $50.91
Drainage  $29.20
Total $119.04
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Summary

Rate / monthly bill surveys are
oversimplified

Utility rates and bills are difficult to compare
across cities

SPU provides good value for our customers
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