
Water Rates and Monthly Bills 



In the News 

• Circle of Blue 

 

 

 



In the News 

• Picked up by Seattle Times 

 

 

 



Difficult to Compare Between Cities 

• Drinking water and sewer 

─ Studies assume uniform per capita use across all utilities 
(not true) 

─ Rate structures for drinking water and sewer are very 
different across utilities 

─ To compare, look at typical household bills based on 
typical usage 

• Stormwater is treated very differently across 

utilities, hard to compare 

─ Stormwater utility 

─ Embedded in sewer rates 

─ Part of City’s General Fund 

─ Other 

 



Focus on Drinking Water 

• Typical Monthly Bills and Usage 

 

 

 



Seattle’s Per Capita Water Use 

• Lower than most utilities 

• Due to conservation programs and 

plumbing code changes 

• Offsets need for new water supplies 

─ Huge benefit for ratepayers 

 



Typical Monthly Bills 

• For drinking water, sewer, drainage 

─ Circle of Blue: $310 

─ Seattle Times: $178 

• Based on SPU’s average household: 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary 

• Rate / monthly bill surveys are 

oversimplified 

• Utility rates and bills are difficult to compare 

across cities 

• SPU provides good value for our customers 


