Parking Stories: November 13 – 21, 2013


November 21, 2013
Why Free Black Friday Parking Is a Bad Idea
[bookmark: _GoBack]It can be hard for downtown retailers to compete with big box stores in the burbs. That’s why a lot of cities like to offer free street parking on “black Friday.” It sounds good in theory. But in practice, giving away parking might not do much to help central business districts, or their patrons. Citing ecologist Garrett Hardin and economist Donald Shoup, Clevelander Tim Kovach writes today about his disappointment in seeing this policy pursued by some local politicians.

November 21, 2013
Car park sensors nab more drivers than inspectors, in technology trial in Adelaide
Plans are being considered to extend an automated parking fines system after a trial found it to be far more effective than paying parking inspectors to roam the streets. Charles Sturt Council in Adelaide's western suburbs tested out the electronic parking technology near the Entertainment Centre tram stop in Port Road at inner suburban Hindmarsh. Mayor Kirsten Alexander said it helped out the local traders.

November 21, 2013
Parking authority gives city $75,000
Mayor Gabriel J. Campana may be promising a proposed budget for 2014 that doesn't include a tax hike but part of the reason may be the financial boost he got Wednesday from the Williamsport Parking Authority - a $75,000 contribution. In a repeat of last year, the authority voted 4-0 to hand over the money to go toward the city budget.
Explaining the reasons, Dr. Anthony J. Cipolla, authority chairman, said the city does plenty for the authority, including patching lots, repairing catch basins, providing fire services and salt, and protecting the municipal authority's assets.

November 20, 2013
British Parking Challenges Continue
There’s been no let up in the British government’s and member of Parliaments’ fixation with the parking sector. 
Following various statements from Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government Eric Pickles and his new High Streets Minister Brandon Lewis about the impact of parking on the shopping centers of our towns and cities, the House of Commons’ Transport Select Committee published its report in October.

November 20, 2013
Downtown San Mateo parking to see change
It’s becoming increasingly harder to find parking in downtown San Mateo, and the city has enlisted the help of consulting firm CDM Smith to develop a long-term downtown parking management plan that could include a new structure, squeezing more spaces out of underutilized lots, freshening up current structures, extending parking enforcement hours, raising rates or integrating new parking technology so drivers can see availability in real-time. 

November 20, 2013
Volvo chooses Parkopedia for in-car parking services
Parkopedia says it will be providing Volvo with an in-car parking information service globally. Parkopedia says it is the world’s leading parking information provider used by millions of drivers and companies such as Audi, BMW and Toyota. Parkopedia provides detailed information on over 28 million parking spaces in 40 countries around the world, allowing drivers to find the closest parking to their destination, tells them how much it will cost and whether the space is available. 




November 20, 2013
The app-y way to park
MY FRIEND JOHN had just finished his Reuben sandwich at Abe's Deli when he looked at his watch and grabbed his jacket. "Gotta feed the meter!" he said. He trotted hatless in the rain to his car around the corner, where he dropped a fresh quarter in the expired parking meter. He returned soggy but triumphant. "No ticket," he said.
"Me, neither," I said, content in the knowledge that my Prius was violation-free at the curb. 

November 20, 2013
Pittsburgh Parking Authority keeps eye on drivers
Andrew Colaizzi lives in Mount Lebanon and often rides the bus to campus. But on days he drives, he said he finds it difficult to find a parking space because many of the spaces are already taken. Colaizzi, a junior accounting major, said he doesn’t think information about his vehicle movements or where he parks his car should be recorded and then accessible to the public.  

November 20, 2013
Parking Authority approves camera contract
The city Parking Authority on Tuesday renewed its three-year contract with Hawkeye Security Solutions for $300,000, agreeing to transfer the contract to the city once the non-profit company is dissolved. Greg Barrouk, the city’s assistant administrator, and Police Chief Gerard Dessoye appeared at the authority board meeting to inform the group that Hawkeye will be dissolved by the end of the year and at that time the city will assume ownership and operation of the citywide camera system.

November 20, 2013
DC Zoning Commission hears testimony on parking
Yesterday the DC Zoning Commission heard testimony from city residents regarding the minimum parking requirements in the District. The Zoning Commission is considering a reduction in the minimum number of parking spaces that are mandated near housing units in the city. The parking requirements have resulted in a skyrocketing cost of living in the city. 

November 20, 2013
Pittsfield seeks public input for study on downtown parking
The city is seeking input from business owners, employees and shoppers, other city residents and visitors as part of a comprehensive study of parking and related issues in the downtown. A primary component of this effort is to understand current challenges and strains on the parking system, according to city Community Development Director Douglas Clark. "Public involvement is vitally important to this study," he said

November 20, 2013
How Parking Meters Turned Around a Struggling Downtown
The revival of Old Pasadena is one of the truly great urban success stories from the past few decades. The area's comeback was not based on shifting demographics or "political will", writes Colin Marshall, but a less sexy foundation: parking reform. With its painstakingly preserved historic buildings, crowded streets, and thriving shops and restaurants, Old Pasadena is a model for the type of human-scaled environment that many cities are striving to restore or create. 

November 20, 2013
L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti to launch new parking enforcement web site
In another effort to make City Hall more transparent, Mayor Eric Garcetti will launch a new parking enforcement website on Wednesday. Each day the site will list areas where parking tickets won’t be handed out, such as when street-sweeping services have been canceled and residents won’t have to move their cars. Information about street sweeping in each council district is also listed in a PDF format on the site.



November 20, 2013
App Solves City Parking Woes
City dwellers know that searching for a parking spot is a major pain point, and it's an issue that's poised to worsen as more people flock to urban areas. Circling for a spot consumes time and gas, and it's a major cause of gridlock in cities. In fact, approximately one-third of moving cars [PDF] in cities are searching for parking. That's where Streetline — and its app, Parker — come in. 

November 20, 2013
Parking Tips Offered By Experts -- How Did San Francisco Live Without This?
An earth-shattering missive we just received from the International Parking Institute states there may be 800 million parking spots in the United States. That's three for every automobile, which is difficult for San Franciscans to comprehend -- until you visit Houston. Also news: There is such a thing as the International Parking Institute, and they were the clever folks who snapped up the URL www.parking.org. 

November 20, 2013
Pay-By-Phone Parking Coming to Alexandria Dec. 9
Beginning Dec. 9, metered spaces in Alexandria can be paid for through phone or with a smartphone app, the city announced this week.  Alexandria selected Pango USA as the service provider out a competitive bidding process. The service will be made available at no cost to the city. Pango will pay for all necessary software, signage and marketing materials. 

November 20, 2013
W-B parking authority will pay camera costs
The Wilkes-Barre Parking Authority Board pledged support Tuesday to the city's surveillance camera network, agreeing to pay more than half of its yearly expenses for the next three years. The five-person board voted unanimously to extend its contract with Hawkeye Security, which maintains and monitors 64 cameras installed in its parking garages. The parking authority will pay $100,000 a year under the new contract.

November 20, 2013
Walnut Creek: Sunday parking no longer free, and rates will double
Get ready, shoppers and diners -- Walnut Creek downtown parking rates soon will shoot up to $2 an hour, Sunday parking no longer will be free and meter hours will stretch well into the night. The City Council passed the new parking ordinance Tuesday. The changes will take effect in the spring and are expected to bump parking revenue, after expenses, from $1 million to $3.1 million annually.

November 20, 2013
Parking on the bayfront? You might need some extra quarters
Visitors along the Embarcadero may soon need a fistful of extra quarters for street parking along San Diego’s bustling bayfront, perhaps even on Sundays. After years of unchanged rates, the Port of San Diego is considering a rate hike on some or all of its 1,100 metered spaces, located along the eastern side of San Diego Bay and on Shelter Island. 

November 19, 2013
Spy car tackles illegal parking in Leeds
Motorists who are parking illegally on the streets of Leeds are being spied on by the council. The drivers are being targeted by a ‘spy car’ roaming the city. The vehicle, which is on trial for two weeks, has already been used to check on dangerous parking around schools and late at night in the city centre. The YEP understands a single Smart car is being used to monitor motorists in areas of the city where there have been complaints about illegal parking from the police or members of the public.




November 19, 2013
Parking time extended across red routes in London
Parking times have been increased by 50% at 600 bays on Transport for London’s red routes in a bid to boost the local economy. The ‘stop and shop’ initiative will provide motorists with greater flexibility, increasing parking time from 20 to 30 minutes.  The mayor of London, Boris Johnson, said: ’Parking is a hot topic for Londoners going about their daily lives, as well as for the capital’s businesses and retailers. 

November 19, 2013
Parking charge in city street soars
THE price of parking for an hour in one of Glasgow's busiest streets is set to rise by 300%. THE price of parking for an hour in one of Glasgow's busiest streets is set to rise by 300%.
From December 6 the rate for meters on Kilmarnock Road, Shawlands, will increase to 80p an hour from 20p per hour. Parking prices will rise in a further 30 city streets next month, including Paisley Road West and Great Western Road. 

November 19, 2013
Parking problems in Downtown PensacolaMotorists paid £8.7 million in on-street parking charges in the past financial year and these have generated an average daily income for Glasgow City Council of £23,826.

Downtown Pensacola has added more than one-hundred businesses since 2005. And some of their patrons say it's getting too hard to find a parking place. Channel 3's Amber Southard shows us the problems and the ideas that could make it easier to park. At times people say it's hard to find parking spaces in Downtown Pensacola and that is why the Downtown Improvement Board is coming up with solutions to fix that problem.

November 19, 2013
Debits cards a go for 510 downtown Athens parking meters
Athens officials recently concluded the installation of more than 500 digital debit- and credit card-accepting parking meters in downtown. The 510 meters accept coins as well as cards and patrons with Internet access can add time to meters digitally. The solar-powered meters replaced manual meters. The new meters were paid for with about $242,000 in special purpose local option sales tax dollars and installed by the Athens Downtown Development Authority. 

November 19, 2013
Parking Meters, Politics, and Sovereign Wealth in Chicago
Last week, I wrote of the political issues surrounding sovereign wealth funds, and the more general ways in which nations allocate and invest their money. I want to continue that discussion this week, but speak to something that might hit a little closer to home: the city of Chicago’s parking meters. As noted by tenacious Rolling Stone reporter Matt Taibbi in his 2010 book Griftopia (and reported here in the Atlantic), in 2008 the city of Chicago leased the entirety of their parking meters to a consortium of buyers led by Morgan Stanley. 

November 19, 2013
City Council Approves Plan To Increase Parking Meter Rates
You'll soon pay more at downtown parking meters and you'll need to pull out those quarters on Sundays as well as in the early evening hours. The Walnut Creek City Council voted 5-0 Tuesday night to approve a proposal that changes rates, hours and days for parking meters and city-owned garages. The changes will take effect next spring after an outreach program to inform the public.

November 19, 2013
Downtown Kalamazoo parking rates could increase 5 percent in 2014
Parking rates in downtown Kalamazoo could rise 5 percent in 2014. The Kalamazoo Downtown Development Authority is considering the hike as part of the 2014 proposed $3.3 million parking budget. DDA directors considered the budget on Monday, but decided to table the decision until the board's December meeting. John Schmitt, DDA board member and a member of the Downtown Kalamazoo Inc. parking committee, said he has talked to more than 20 downtown business owners or workers, who are against the raises. 



November 19, 2013
L.A. Auto Show: Need a parking space? Check your console
As a growing number of cars connect directly to mobile broadband networks, car makers are searching for apps that make use of that data connection. One type of app that technology analysts see great potential in is something that can help drivers locate and pay for parking. But few car makers have managed to deliver a useful tool to U.S. drivers yet. Daimler has tested concepts in Germany and invested in GottaPark, a San Francisco parking locator app. 

November 19, 2013
New parking policies could cost motorcycle, scooter riders
Motorcycle and scooter owners who were shocked when the Philadelphia Parking Authority (PPA) began doling out $76 tickets when those vehicles were parked on sidewalks, may be in for even more of a surprise when PPA's new parking policies go into effect on Jan. 6. Scooter parking became a heated topic in mid-October, when the PPA began ticketing vehicles parked on sidewalks. 

November 19, 2013
Cops Like What They See with License Plate Readers
We all know that feeling of dread when a police car appears out of the blue on the side of the road and we’re driving too fast. Instinctively, we slow down, hoping that the officer doesn’t pull us over and issue a ticket for speeding. If the police officer passes us by without incident, it could be luck, or it may be that the cop is using an automated license plate reader to see if there’s a more serious infraction to stop us for.

November 19, 2013
As-it-happened coverage: Neighbors speak out about 36-unit, no-parking Junction development
6:45 PM: We’re in the basement at Hope Lutheran Church along with more than 30 people here for a meeting that wouldn’t have happened if neighbors hadn’t petitioned the city for it. While the 36-unit, no-parking-space apartment building proposed for 4535 44th SW is going through Design Review – with at least one more meeting to come – other components of public comment are routinely dealt with via e-mail, postal-mail, phone comments … unless at least 50 people petition for a meeting to address SEPA (State Environmental Policy Act)-related impacts. 

November 19, 2013
Survey shows parking charge gripes
One in five motorists would rather walk a mile than fork out money for parking, according to a market research company. Just one in 10 would rather pay the cash than have to walk, Viewsbank said. Meanwhile the vast majority of drivers name hospital car park charging as their biggest gripe (86%), with around half also complaining about parking costs at railway stations (47%) and just over a third singling out airports (37%).

November 19, 2013
Parking times to be altered in London
The Mayor of London Boris Johnson has announced plans to alter parking regulations in the capital in a bid to increase the use of local high streets by shoppers. Mr Johnson and (TfL) Transport for London will increase parking times at 600 bays on red routes across the capital, known as Stop & Shop parking areas. The permitted parking time will be increased to 30 minutes, from 20, on the majority of red route bays, which will allow people to spend more time on the high street.

November 18, 2013
Downtown Seattle Parking is Plentiful and Affordable this Holiday Season
'Tis the season for fast, cheap parking in downtown Seattle. Holiday shoppers, event goers and visitors can easily locate participating garages in advance, or find spots in real time by bookmarking the mobile-optimized DowntownSeattleParking.com website.  This season, nearly 7,000 discounted, short-term parking spaces are available in Pioneer Square, the waterfront and retail core, all conveniently located just a few steps from holiday festivities, shopping, dining, music and events. 

November 18, 2013
In-ground sensors to be installed near MCG to nab drivers who disobey parking time limits
ROBOTIC sensors and cameras are set to zero in on parking overstays as Yarra Council overhauls its enforcement system. A trial of the technology in Richmond's Victoria and Church streets and Queens Pde in Clifton Hill in 2007 resulted in a fivefold increase in parking fines. Under a plan backed by the council, in-ground sensors would be installed on the Richmond edge of the MCG sporting precinct in February to detect fans clogging residential streets during large events.

November 18, 2013
Port authority didn't consider fighting for parking deal
One day after voters elected him to be Cincinnati’s next mayor, John Cranley started the effort to extract the city from its parking lease agreement with the Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority. Conventional wisdom said it was too late to stop the deal, but Cranley quickly mustered members of the incoming Cincinnati City Council to announce their intention to vote it out when they take office Dec. 1. 

November 18, 2013
Pompton Lakes council may modify free holiday parking in commercial district
The Borough Council may modify the town's parking ordinance to include the annual dates of free holiday parking in the commercial district. The measure's intent is to prevent the dates from being debated every year. At its Nov. 12 meeting, the council approved a request to allow the free holiday parking rates from Monday, Nov. 18 through Monday, Jan. 6. 

November 18, 2013
HDB to roll out electronic parking at more car parks
To address the parking crunch at several parts of the island, the Housing and Development Board (HDB) has announced that it is rolling out the Electronic Parking System (EPS) at all suitable car parks within the next few years. It will also be adding 1,000 more car park lots across the heartlands this year. Currently installed in about one-fifth of HDB car parks — or 412 out of 1,800 — the EPS "has proven to be effective in regulating parking demand, particularly at popular car parks with higher short-term parking demand", said an HDB spokesperson, in response to TODAY's queries.

November 18, 2013
Thunder Bay parking meters will soon take plastic
Starting next year, drivers in Thunder Bay will be able to use a debit or credit card instead of coins to pay for parking. The city's parking authority will install new meters in larger parking lots. Manager James Coady said the authority considered doing away with traditional parking meters entirely, but found the price tag too steep. Coady said the city can afford to pay for enough of the multi-space parking meters to cover all of its areas, but didn't realize there was an $80,000 annual cost for the software to run the new meters.

November 18, 2013
Salem City Council could discuss parking at meeting
The Salem City Council may explore downtown parking problems today, although it’s not on the agenda.
Salem City Councilor Chuck Bennett said Friday that he will ask the city manager to send out another round of notices to downtown business owners asking them to submit employee license plate numbers. Keeping a list of license plate numbers helps the parking patrol identify downtown employees who may be parking illegally on the street. 

November 18, 2013
Parking charges rocket by 300% on busy street
Motorists will have to feed the meters on Kilmarnock Road, in Shawlands, at a rate of 80p for an hour instead of the current 20p for an hour. The increase will apply from December 6. Parking prices will also rise in 30 city streets, including Paisley Road West, Duke Street, and Great Western Road next month. During the last financial year, city motorists paid out £8.7million in on-street parking charges. 

November 18, 2013
City of San Mateo leans toward variably priced parking, less driving for downtown
At a study session, the San Mateo City council leaned favorably toward a downtown parking plan that would vary prices based on usage, make parking in further lots cheaper and central streets more expensive; and would use parking revenues to help pay to reduce vehicle trips. A thorough study of parking occupancy found that core onstreet spaces fill up at peak times, but offstreet structures and peripheral spaces have room. 

November 18, 2013
“City” Moves to Make Parking Enforcers More Obsolete
In a recent Keene Sentinel article, the “city” is doing a trial run of the Park Mobile System. This move is good news for the following reasons: First, adoption of this technology will likely reduce the 29,170 (FY13 Goal, pg 212) tickets issued by parking enforcers, their primary task, thus making enforcement more obsolete. If people use this new system, their chance of receiving a parking ticket will be greatly reduced because they can receive alerts reminding them when their meters are about to expire. 

November 18, 2013
30 minutes free parking scheme to be rolled out across Hounslow
Free ‘stop-and-shop’ parking is to be rolled out across Hounslow. Drivers already get 30 minutes free parking at 14 sites around the borough, as part of a scheme designed to support local businesses. But Councillor Ed Mayne, cabinet member for community safety and regulatory services, has announced the initiative would be extended to all on-street pay-and-display parking spaces in shopping streets.

November 18, 2013
Hundreds of parking tickets issued during seasonal parking ban
It was a rough start for a number of motorists Monday, as many found a parking ticket on their windshields, issued for not complying with the City’s seasonal parking ban. The City of Edmonton called a Seasonal Parking Ban starting Sunday morning – which bans parking on seasonal bus routes while crews clear snow from the roadway. Bob Dunford, the City’s Manager of Roadways, said there didn’t appear to be much cooperation from motorists.

November 18, 2013
Help is at hand to find the nearest parking space in Worcester this Christmas
“REAL time” parking information to help drivers track down a space and cut congestion is up and running this Christmas. Signs have been installed at eight locations around Worcester and are now fully operational following a period of testing, giving information about spaces available at six car parks. The car parks have been fitted with vehicle detectors which are linked to a central system which transmits information to the signs which are situated on the main approach roads into the city.

November 18, 2013
Paid parking begins Friday in Vail
Paid parking in Vail’s parking structures and outlying lots begins Friday to coincide with the start of Vail Mountain’s 2013-14 ski and snowboard season. Parking passes are available for purchase from 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Monday through Friday throughout the season on the lower level of the Vail Municipal Building, 75 S. Frontage Road. Bring proof of eligibility as restrictions apply.

November 18, 2013
Leeds parking charges debate sees firm offer free spaces
A city centre parking firm is offering free evening spaces in Leeds this week in response to new council parking charges which kick in today. The offer, which will raise funds for charity, comes as Leeds City Council’s plans to charge drivers in the city centre for parking on evenings and Sundays come into force. If drivers fill in an online form, they can enjoy up to five free visits to Town Centre Car Park’s (TCCP) Merrion Street facility from today until Friday, November 22 between 6pm and midnight. 

November 17, 2013
Parking Commission looks to become sustainable; businesses concerned about added fees
The Helena Parking Commission sought to reassure a group representing downtown business interests on Tuesday by saying there are no immediate plans to charge for downtown parking every day and all day as they had feared.
Parking Commission Chairman Mike Dowling said after the meeting that beginning sometime in the first quarter of 2014, the hours that downtown parking would be paid in two garages will be expanded. 

November 17, 2013
Carrboro Aldermen Debate Downtown Parking
The Board of Aldermen wants to hire a consultant to conduct a comprehensive study of the availability of residential and business parking around the downtown area, but board members differ on what should be the ultimate goal of the town’s parking plan. Sammy Slade said he’d like to see reduced parking downtown to encourage public transit and limit vehicle emissions.

November 17, 2013
Council may adopt parking meters that accept credit cards
A majority of the City of Laredo’s parking meters could see a technological upgrade in the next few months. The Laredo City Council is set today to vote on awarding a contract to IPS Group Inc. to buy and install 300 new parking meters. The item, approved by the city’s finance committee, would cost an estimated $225,000. Councilman Roque Vela Jr., a member of the finance committee, said the state-of-the art meters would do wonders for downtown parking.

November 17, 2013
Two more places around Capitol Hill where businesses are choosing to put street parking spaces to better use
Despite the common complaints about the difficulty of parking around Capitol Hill, there are two more spots in the area where street parking has been traded for new bike racks. Work crews were seen last week installing new bike corrals on 12th Ave and E Pike. CHS has heard from a few other restaurants, bars and cafes in the Pike/Pine area also hoping to join SDOT’s on-street bike parking program. 

November 16, 2013
New park and ride charges branded complex and unfair
COMMUTERS have claimed new park and ride fees will drive more traffic into the city centre. Oxfordshire County Council started charging users £2 to park for up to 11 hours at the Water Eaton and Thornhill sites on Monday.
At Water Eaton yesterday morning, many commuters said the hike would deter people from using the service.
There was also criticism of the site’s two new pay machines, which users said were too complicated and created queues.

November 16, 2013
Warning about new parking regulations in Haworth
People using a district council-run car park in Worth Valley have been warned to be aware of a new system now in force for free, short-stay parking. Haworth, Cross Roads and Stanbury Parish Council has reminded motorists of changes at Haworth’s Gas Street Car Park. A parish council spokesman explained: “Bradford Council now requires even those people taking advantage of the half-hour free parking to take a ticket.

November 16, 2013
Scranton helping cover debt of Scranton Parking Authority
Scranton's government has advanced legislation to help pay a debt of the Scranton Parking Authority that comes due on Dec. 1. On Thursday, city council voted 5-0, with council President Janet Evans and members Jack Loscombe, Frank Joyce, Bob McGoff and Pat Rogan all in favor, to advance on second reading an ordinance to transfer $410,000 from a nondepartmental operating contingency account to help cover the SPA bond payment.

November 16, 2013
A fair parking plan for Denver's urban dwellers
The framework Denver has proposed for managing on-street parking in high-demand areas is a rational approach to a controversial issue for those living in or near downtown. Generally speaking, we like the plan. However, we would offer some cautionary observations that center on fees and the potential to use permitting to discourage people from having cars. The city must be careful not to use a proposed residential parking permit fee, capped at $40 annually, as a revenue generator that outstrips the costs involved in issuing permits.

November 15, 2013
Draft rules limit disabled parking in downtown, Lloyd District
Downtown and Lloyd District business owners are about to get something for which they've lobbied for years: more on-street parking spaces for their shoppers. The city isn't adding curbside parking, but a new set of parking regulations could free up as many as one in three spaces in heavily used streets downtown. That's the number of spaces that typically are filled all day by downtown residents and workers with disabled parking permits. 

November 15, 2013
Committee studies resident parking program
The city's Parking and Traffic Safety Committee voted Thursday to further explore what it would take to implement a residential parking program in certain areas of the community. The proposal, which has been considered many times in the past, involves the creation of a permit program that would allow only local residents, as well as their guests, the opportunity to park on certain streets within the city. 

November 15, 2013
Draft rules limit disabled parking in downtown, Lloyd District
Downtown and Lloyd District business owners are about to get something for which they've lobbied for years: more on-street parking spaces for their shoppers. The city isn't adding curbside parking, but a new set of parking regulations could free up as many as one in three spaces in heavily used streets downtown. That's the number of spaces that typically are filled all day by downtown residents and workers with disabled parking permits. 

November 15, 2013
Lake Bluff explores downtown parking solutions
A parking study is under way in Lake Bluff's downtown central business district, with residents, consumers and employers looking forward to some changes. "The problem is we don't have enough parking, so people are not able to pull in," said Tammy Ash, the owner of Lulu's Frozen Delights. "There's nothing in this town that's of necessity. You're going to this restaurant because you want to have lunch. 

November 15, 2013
Parker, the New Downtown Parking App, May Be More Dangerous Than You Think
Finding a vacant parking space in downtown Cleveland is part sleuthing, part sport. We circle, like animals hunting for prey, outmaneuvering our fellow motorists, dodging pedestrians, bikers, and the like, only to ease into a space and discover it's a loading zone— amiright? In Cleveland, finding parking is a vexing traffic problem, one that creates equal parts frustration and downtown congestion. 

November 15, 2013
Computer glitch postpones paying for parking in downtown ramps
Since September, drivers have been told they will need to pay when they park in downtown La Crosse ramps. 
But a computer glitch is keeping those pay stations from working, said Audrey Kader, chairperson of the Parking Utility Board. And the city doesn't have a date when the use of those stations will be up and running. "Unfortunately, in this case, there were too many pieces out of kilter," Kader said. 



November 15, 2013
Joseph Rose: Steve Novick's fair fix for Portland's disabled parking giveaway
A few months ago, in the hot blur of August, I confessed to being cursed with a Sixth Sense while walking past parked cars in downtown Portland. It hasn’t faded. Everywhere I look, I still see blue disabled placards hanging from rearview mirrors. On Thursday, I once again faced block after block after block lined with vehicles – hundreds of them, from beaters to BMWs – whose owners still get unlimited free parking in the city’s most desirable metered spaces.

November 15, 2013
Walnut Creek's controversial parking changes going to council
From Sunday parking that's no longer free to downtown meter rates rising to $2 an hour, city leaders will finally weigh in on changes to the city's parking management plan Tuesday. A draft parking ordinance will be in front of the City Council at its meeting starting at 7 p.m. Tuesday at City Hall, 1666 N. Main St. The public hearing will be the draft's first reading. A plan to allow the city to charge for metered spaces on Sundays, move enforcement times to 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and raise meter rates from $1 to $2 an hour has been circulating for months. 

November 15, 2013
Hundreds of thousands stolen from Montreal parking meters 
Montreal workers skimmed hundreds of thousands of dollars from parking meters over the past several years, QMI Agency's investigative bureau has learned. Montreal is aware of roughly $250,000 that its employees have pocketed, QMI learned, but well-placed sources said the stolen amount is closer to $450,000. QMI also learned the head of Montreal's parking authority discovered that dozens of payment kiosks were fitted with credit card-copying software.

November 15, 2013
Parking economics
Eye on Auckland yesterday tweeted this great photo comparison of Fort Street before and after its conversion to a shared space. Let’s apply some basic economics to this situation. It’s not immediately obvious from the photo but a shared space can still be used by cars, so the transport function of the road is not lost. What is lost is the ability to park cars on the road. 

November 15, 2013
New Parking Meter Token Program
Parking Services is partnering with downtown businesses to unveil a new program to encourage folks to come shop and dine downtown! Parking meter tokens that businesses can purchase at a discounted rate. Tokens have a 1 hour/$1.00 value when inserted into the 2-hour credit/debit card (purple-domed) meters in the downtown core. They will not work at the old style (coin only) 3 and 9 hour meters. Tokens are for customer use only.

November 14, 2013
Ordinance Gives More Parking To Food Trucks
A new ordinance would allow food trucks throughout the city to park on spots along the street. Bryan Maness is the owner of the three-month-old Ozark Mountain Biscuit Truck and has represented the Columbia Food Truck Association in discussions on the ordinance. He said the trucks simply don't have enough places to do business downtown. 

November 14, 2013
PPA Pioneers Parking For Scooters, Motorcycles
In announcing new parking options for scooters and motorcycles which will begin on January 6, 2014, Philadelphia Parking Authority Exec. Dir. Vince Fenerty said, “The PPA is committed to supporting and improving all transportation modes which contribute to the vitality and quality of life in our city. “Providing safe and secure parking options for scooters and motorcycles is consistent with the PPA’s mission to improve access, create greater mobility and increase vehicular and pedestrian safety,” Fenerty said.

November 14, 2013
Documenting Hillcrest’s Parking Problem
Parking is a contentious issue in Hillcrest, – or at least the perceived lack of parking. Lately the issue has threatened to delay, dumb-down, or even derail the construction of really great, protected bike lanes on University Avenue.
I thought I would check into the parking problem along University Avenue in Hillcrest. I photographed on-street parking from 10th Avenue to Center Street, at approximately 1o:oo am, 12:00 noon, 3:oo pm, and 5:00 pm. 

November 14, 2013
Parking meter sponsorship program lessens parking worries in downtown Pembroke
A trial program in Pembroke's downtown is hoping to increase the number of customers in the area by alleviating parking worries. The Parking Meter Sponsorship Program is run by the Pembroke Business Improvement Area (PBIA) and allows businesses to sponsor a parking meter within the downtown core so customers can park there for free for up to three hours

November 14, 2013
Parking in Peril?
A lawsuit against the city of San Clemente led by gadfly Brad Malamud will be heard later this month but its effects may be felt throughout the city—in particular North Beach. The lawsuit, 1997 Walker Family Trust v. City of San Clemente, seeks the return of more than $10 million in fees paid by developers and landowners from the city’s Beach Parking Impact Fund. Malamud, the lead attorney, has become the public face of the plaintiffs. 

November 14, 2013
Westminster parking tickets to be refunded
More than 5,000 parking tickets will be refunded after "confusing" signs led motorists to park in bays meant for taxis, Westminster City Council said. The refunds, worth about £278,000, are for tickets incurred on dual bays along Oxendon Street, Jermyn Street and Conduit Street. The signs put up in 2011 say charges apply between 08:30 and 18:30, but do not state that the dual bays become dedicated taxi ranks after 18:30.

November 14, 2013
How much auto parking do we need? City of Portland looks long-term
It looks like Portland is finally ready to think long-term about its auto parking policies. The City of Portland is preparing to embark on an 18-month study of its future auto parking needs, thanks to a $225,000 state grant. The result of the work, which the city said seems to be the first project of its kind in the country, could shape residential and commercial development patterns and on-street parking policy in the city for decades to come.

November 14, 2013
Supervisor Farrell Ramps Up Misguided Campaign Against Parking Meters 
Supervisor Mark Farrell is apparently so repulsed by the idea that people should pay for the parking spots they use, he’s lashing out in increasingly irrational ways. In his most recent stunt, Farrell delayed approval of a $54 million contract that would replace 25,000 worn-out, coin-fed parking meters with modern ones that accept credit cards, and purchase 10,000 additional meters. 

November 14, 2013
Replacing Parking with People: The Next Wave of Adaptive Reuse
The trend towards less driving and auto ownership is causing designers to rethink the future of America's ever-growing supply of parking garages. Eric Jaffe explores what it means to design a garage with an eye towards a less car-dependent future. "For a variety of reasons, from higher gas prices to greater densification to better transit options, city residents will continue to drive fewer cars," explains Jaffe. 

November 13, 2013
City Launches New Technology for Mobile Pay for Parking
Parking in downtown just got easier, Mayor Greg Fischer announced today. The city has launched a partnership with PassportParking, and will be introducing new mobile pay technology on Monday, November 18 at downtown surface lots. Drivers will be able to use their cell phones to pay for parking, first at downtown surface lots and eventually, at on-street meters throughout the downtown area.

November 13, 2013
Bremerton Police warn public of bogus parking tickets that look real
They may look convincing, but Bremerton Police say some of the parking tickets showing up on car windshields are bogus and misleading. The unusual notices are made to look official and even include police department logos as a letterhead. Police Chief Steve Strachan says at least two people have reported the problem. "And they would show us this letter and it was sort of amateurishly made but it had our letterhead on it, and it looks like it's a screen shot from the Internet," Strachan said.

November 13, 2013
$2.5 Million In Unpaid Parking Tickets In Fresno
The city of Fresno is nearly broke, that's no secret. But what if there were two and a half million dollars out there the city could get and it was refusing to do much to get it? That is what is happening in Fresno, with the city's unpaid parking tickets. City of Fresno Parking Manager, Del Estabrooke says, "When we are doing this program we are looking at car, registration and license plate. We are not thinking about people, it's the vehicle. 

November 13, 2013
Burlington summit addresses parking problems, solutions
Does downtown Burlington have a parking shortage? Not according to a national parking expert — but he also says the city’s parking system is outdated and in need of new ideas to improve customer experience. Jeffrey Tumlin, a transportation planning expert with Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Associates, addressed a room of Burlington business and city leaders Wednesday at a parking summit organized by the Burlington Business Association.

