Parking Stories: February 7 – 14, 2013

February 14, 2013
Parking Love List
It’s no secret: I’m a bit fickle. I love some parking garages because they are extreme, some for their sheer physical beauty, some for their history, or because they are iconic, some for cutting-edge and just plain cool design, some for their intelligence, and some for being practical and sustainable. I have a particular soft spot for the ones that are artsy and have a poetic sensibility.

February 14, 2013
Software glitch takes down Minneapolis parking meters
Software errors are generally considered a loss for all parties involved – users lose functionality, vendors lose revenue, etc. – but a recent glitch allowed Minneapolis drivers to enjoy more than a day of free downtown parking. The issue, which occurred during an update to the city’s digital parking meter system, left 138 on-street pay stations inoperable, leading the city to grant a short-term parking amnesty on affected spaces as crews worked to correct the issue.

February 14, 2013
New parking committee to decide on meter policy 
The City Council will create a parking committee to deal with questions like “Should parking meters be inactive on Saturdays?” During a Wednesday meeting that lasted some five hours with multiple executive sessions, the council gave support for creating a committee after city officials spell out the purpose of the group. The council also heard from the Montpelier Community Fund Board of Directors, which was tasked awarding some $118,000 in funds to community organizations. Organizations requested $133,667, and $108,850 was awarded.

February 14, 2013
The new city parking meters are a scam
As a non-Pittsburgh resident, I do not shop in Pittsburgh often. A recent trip to the Strip District resulted in a parking ticket, not due to overtime parking but to an error in entering my license number. The kiosk refused to accept quarters or my first credit card. Each time I reentered my license and on the third attempt, the kiosk accepted my debit card and I printed a receipt. By then, I had unknowingly entered my license number incorrectly. 

February 14, 2013
Scranton's parking-garage rates won't decrease; chamber seeks parking input
As Scranton leaders are considering increasing hours, days and rates of downtown parking meters, some business owners want to see the city's parking-garage rates reduced. However, the court-appointed receiver in charge of the garages and their rates, Mike Washo, said he has no plans to lower garage rates, because a reduction would drain revenue from the authority and further burden city taxpayers to fund any shortfall that may arise from reduced rates. 

February 14, 2013
Ask a Trooper: Delivery Vehicle Parking Issues
Question: Often, I see delivery vehicles of all kinds stopped in the roadway. Either they are double parked, parked near a fire hydrant, parked next to a yellow curb, parked parallel in an angle-parking spot (taking up numerous parking stalls) or parked in a no parking zone of some type. I see this all the time and have seen it for many years. In some cases they actually block-in some cars that are parked legally or cause other hazards for vehicles, pedestrians or bicyclists.

February 14, 2013
South End takes stand against parking-space savers
It’s time-honored winter rite in some neighborhoods, particularly South Boston: After drivers clear their cars, the space savers come out. But some in the South End, alarmed that the post-snow tradition is making inroads there, are taking a bold stand against the practice. South End neighborhood associations are asking residents not to use savers, and the Rutland Square group is going one step further: encouraging residents to remove any space savers they see. 

February 14, 2013
AAA fights to keep unnecessary parking rules
In last week's Washington Post, upper Northwest activist Sue Hemberger and AAA lobbyist Lon Anderson argued against reforming the policy of government-mandated parking lots, which is a relic of America's misguided transportation planning approach of 60 years ago.  How many of the organization's 50 million cardholders know that their money has been spent to oppose the Clean Air Act, safety standards, airbags, mass transit, bike lanes, speed limits, and fines for running red lights? 

February 14, 2013
Boston to have free parking at meters on Valentine’s Day
Mayor Thomas M. Menino wants no love lost over parking on Valentine’s Day. The mayor announced Wednesday that romantic diners, and everyone else, will enjoy free parking at all city parking meters on Thursday.  The initiative is designed to help businesses that were forced to close or may have lost customers due to impossible parking situations during the recent blizzard, said John M. Guilfoil, a spokesman for the mayor. 

February 13, 2013
City blinks on parking rates, hours — in one neighborhood, at least 
Mayor Mike McGinn has agreed to roll back parking rates in the Chinatown International District a year after restaurant owners and community leaders complained that the longer hours had caused a sharp drop in business.
“We’re thrilled, and I think the city is as excited as we are,” said Don Blakeney, executive director of the Chinatown-International District Business Improvement Area.

February 13, 2013
Data-driven adjustments to paid parking in Chinatown/International District
In 2010 the City Council and I adopted new outcome-based, data-driven policies for on-street paid parking. Our goal was to set rates based on data: fine-grained information on when, where, and how much people are using on-street parking. Instead of the old citywide flat parking rate, we tailored new rates to individual neighborhoods based on market demand. The goal is to have between one to two spaces of parking available per block, ensuring that parking is well-utilized but some open spaces are available. 

February 13, 2013
Better Pay Those Parking Tickets in downtown Athens, Ga.
With almost $3 million in unpaid parking tickets accumulating, decade after decade, in the offices of the Athens Downtown Development Authority, the organization has decided it's time for people to pay up. If you have fines of more than $50, you can expect to hear from the ADDA. And if you park downtown before you've settled your debts, you can expect to find a boot on your vehicle when you return to it.

February 13, 2013
Hanover considers parking changes
On a good day, Courtyard Cafe employee Donna Britch only fills the meter next to a parking spot on School Street once every 10 hours. On the worst days, she hikes from Thompson Arena’s parking lot to the Hopkins Center. Like many who struggle to find consistent parking in Hanover, Britch may benefit from the town’s proposed parking policy changes, which include increased meter costs and day passes for the public parking lot.

February 13, 2013
Chicago’s 99-Year Parking Garage Lease Draws Taxpayer Suit
Chicago’s 99-year agreement to lease four downtown parking garages to an entity controlled by two Morgan Stanley investment vehicles faces a legal challenge from an Illinois taxpayers’ group. The Independent Voters of Illinois and Chicago resident Aviva Patt filed papers today asking a state court in Chicago for permission to proceed with a lawsuit. 

February 13, 2013
Bloomberg To Propose More Electric Car Parking, Styrofoam Ban
On the eve of his State of the City address, Mayor Michael Bloomberg had a new ban in store, as well as a parking proposal that might drive some New Yorkers crazy. As CBS 2’s Dick Brennan reported Wednesday, if you plug in, Mayor Bloomberg has some good news for you. In the address set for Thursday at the Barclays Center in Brooklyn, he will propose more parking spaces geared toward electric cars.

February 13, 2013
Portland owed millions in unpaid parking tickets
As Portland leaders grapple with budget issues, the city is owed a hefty sum of money from drivers who violate parking laws. There is currently $42 million dollars in unpaid parking tickets in Multnomah County, much of which would come to the city of Portland. It’s a lot of money, especially when you consider how that would help cover the $25 million in budget cuts Portland’s new mayor is asking city bureaus to make. KATU decided to shine the light on how our parking ticket system operates. 

February 13, 2013
D.C.’s parking squeeze
Sue Hemberger and Lon Anderson hit home with their Feb. 10 Local Opinions commentary, “D.C.’s plan to make it even harder for you to find a place to park.” In the past few years, parking has become a greater problem in my area of Capitol Hill. When I arrive home after 9 or 10 p.m., I often have to park blocks away and walk through empty streets. So why would the city not require new developments to provide underground parking?

February 13, 2013
Ferndale parking meters creating confusion. frustration
The new, unmanned and supposedly smart parking meter stations in downtown Ferndale just upped the hourly rate by 25 cents.  The meter stations aren't working well, said Mike Weger, of Bloomington, Ind., who was in town Wednesday on business.  "You would think if you're trying to build up business in downtown Ferndale free parking is what you'd want, or make it very inexpensive. From my standpoint, it doesn't make a lot of sense," said Weger. 

February 13, 2013
NYC Mayor Wants 10,000 New Electric Vehicle Charging Spaces
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg wants to add 10,000 public parking spots for electric vehicles over the next seven years. According to prepared remarks for his 12th and final State of the City address Thursday, the Mayor says:  “This year we’ll pilot curbside vehicle chargers that will allow drivers to fill up their battery in as little as 30 minutes. We’ll work with the City Council to amend the Building Code so that up to 20 percent of all new public parking spaces will be wired and ready for electric vehicles.”

February 12, 2013
Zipcar vs. Car2Go
I’ve been a ZipCar member for 8 years, beginning in Boston in the pre-smartphone era in which I would (gasp!) call in to find available cars.  I’ve used Zipcars in Seattle, Washington DC, Vancouver BC, Boston, and Pasadena, even sleeping overnight in one (a long story involving a Delta Airlines fail and fully booked hotels near Reagan Airport).  ZipCar allowed me not to own a car from 2005-2012, and has provided me with a level of urban mobility of which I couldn’t have otherwise dreamed.   

February 12, 2013
Announcing Change
If you are a municipal parking manager, you know how daunting it can seem to roll out policy, procedure, or rate changes. No one wants to be the bearer of bad news. These changes aren’t necessarily bad news, however, and you shouldn’t treat them that way. Many municipalities and public organizations don’t have strategies to explain change, and communication is essential to the success of any parking planning initiative. Here are five tips for assuring a successful roll-out.

February 12, 2013
How to Create an Unloved Public Space: Surround It With Parking 
Why do some city spaces seem to exude joy while others seem so lonely? Jason Roberts at Bike Friendly Oak Cliff in suburban Dallas has some theories. And he uses one of those sad-sack parks — Oak Cliff’s Bishop Arts Pocket Park — as an example: I’m referencing this project because it’s often cited by an area property owner as to why public space projects are failures. 

February 12, 2013
Parking-fee hike for some South County beaches tabled
A proposal to charge the public more to visit San Onofre, San Clemente, Doheny and Crystal Cove state beaches on three summer holidays is on hold because of concerns raised by the California Coastal Commission. The plan also includes raising the $1-per-hour parking fee at Calafia Beach in San Clemente to $2 an hour during the summer. Calafia is part of San Clemente State Beach. The fees were proposed by the Orange Coast District of the state parks system and were to have been up for a vote of the Coastal Commission at a Feb. 6 meeting in Redondo Beach. 

February 12, 2013
Firefighters Enforcing Parking in Carbondale
The City of Carbondale is looking to make more money by tapping an old resource, parking meters. And they’re enforcing parking by using an unconventional method, firefighters can now write tickets. All was quiet inside the Carbondale Fire Department on Tuesday, but if a fire call comes in and a parked car blocks the way for a fire truck the firefighters can write you a ticket. Fire Chief Tom Brennan says the new authority will save firefighters a lot time and make money for the city.

February 12, 2013
Aurora to implement free parking, remove meters downtown
Parking in downtown Aurora will be meter-free later this year under a new parking plan the city council approved Tuesday night. The plan does away with the meters that have regulated parking in the central business district for decades and implements a color-coded system that allows free parking for 90 minutes or two, three, six or 10 hours.

February 12, 2013
Amazing parking garages around the world
Parking garages aren't always utilitarian, concrete blocks. We found innovative, artistic, and even environmentally friendly versions that stand out around the world (sorry, we can't promise it will be easy to find a spot).

February 12, 2013
Boston issues 6,900 parking tickets, tows 650 cars, hands out at least $25,650 in snow removal fines
About 6,900 parking tickets have been issued and more than 650 vehicles towed in Boston since the past weekend’s snowstorm hit. And, city officials have issued more than 500 to property owners who failed to adequately clear sidewalks or who put snow on city streets and sidewalks. The parking tickets, which range from $15 to $120 depending on the infraction, represent at least $103,380 in fines handed out between Friday and Tuesday. 

February 12, 2013
West Chester reviewing parking permit restrictions
The borough’s parking committee continued to evaluate the possibility of adding restrictions to the municipality’s current residential parking permit program at its monthly meeting Monday. Under the current program, residents able to prove ownership and two proofs of residency are entitled to as many passes equivalent to the number of vehicles owned. At January’s meeting, the committee sought to gather an opinion from the borough’s solicitor on whether the borough could limit passes in the first unit of a multiple-dwelling complex to four with subsequent units allowed two. 

February 12, 2013
Leave parking for the disabled
I am all in favor of “designated disabled parking” spaces ... for those who legitimately need them and deserve them. But I think it is shameful and down-right illegal for persons who do not have a disability to use them. And this is happening all too often. Jim, a good friend of mine who uses a wheelchair and an accessible van to get around, recently shared with me a couple of his personal experiences that I find deeply distressing.

February 11, 2013
New downtown Lansing parking meters accept credit cards
Visitors who park at metered spaces along one downtown street now have the option of paying with a credit or debit card. The city of Lansing installed new meter heads in the 100 block of North Washington Square on Thursday and activated a series of eight pay stations spaced along the 200 and 300 blocks where customers can pay for parking by credit. 

February 11, 2013
More parking available in south St. Louis
The St. Louis City Streets Department said more parking is available in south St. Louis. Six additional parking meters have been installed in the area of Gravois and Itaska. Residents can also see “No Parking” signs to better designate the sides of the street. Residents and business owners complained about the availability of parking spots. Some said the parking signs were a bit confusing.

February 11, 2013
Solving Parking Woes, One App at a Time
The smartphone has become a tool to make our lives easier, from apps that deliver a pizza or a pair of shoes, to those that send a car to take us home from the bars when cabs are scarce, and even open our front door when we get there. Yet for all that mobile apps have done to make city-dwelling more efficient, there are few that have come close to fixing arguably the most stress-inducing, wallet-draining, and logistically complex ailment any urbanite with a car faces – parking.

February 9, 2013
Bank sues Scranton, parking authority and receiver over loan default
Landmark Community Bank on Friday sued Scranton, its parking authority and the authority's court-appointed receiver over a $2.6 million loan default. Landmark loaned the Scranton Parking Authority $2.9 million in September 2011, but the SPA has not paid on the loan since the authority was stripped last year of most of its functions, funding and power. The lawsuit was not unexpected because Landmark's attorney, Robert Gownley, last year threatened to sue if Scranton City Council terminated a 1995 cooperation agreement between the city and SPA that was used as the basis for collateral and security of the 2011 loan. 

February 9, 2013
Warren Street merchants react to new parking meters 
Unfazed by change, Warren Street merchants acknowledged the metered parking outside their shops that stretch from Third Street to Fourth on Tuesday as inevitable. Others were not so fatalistic. “It’s a sign of success,” Mark Heidorn, owner of the kitchen and bathroom specialty shop, Marx Home, said. “People are going to say that it’s anti-business, but it’s not, because they’re still shopping on Warren Street anyways.”

February 9, 2013
Scranton parking-meter plan comes under scrutiny
A key question surrounding Scranton's plan to privatize its parking meters is whether the city is getting a good deal. The city's plan to enter a five-year contract with a private firm, Standard Parking, to run the city's on-street meter program has raised numerous questions and concerns among residents, business owners and council members. Some think the proposed management agreement is tilted too heavily in favor of Standard Parking at the expense of the city

February 9, 2013
New solar-powered parking meters allow for payment with credit card 
Leaders with the Chattanooga Parking Authority invested more than $700,000 in new solar-powered parking meters that take either credit cards or coins. “The new solar-powered parking meters have been well-received, and there have been few glitches to date,” Nathan Frazier with the parking authority said via email. “While there is a learning curve implementing most any new technology, Chattanoogans are already accustomed to these machines, as they have been employed on the North Shore and along Riverfront Parkway for a few years now.”

February 8, 2013
Defining Moment
Professor Blimm at Villanova University gave my Expository Writing Class (it sounded like an easy A) an assignment to write a paper that defined something. Pretty simple right? Until the catch: This time, it was that we could not begin the paper with “The dictionary defines…”  There went the foundation for my paper. Great story Henry, but what does that have to do with parking? Over the last several years, the use of technology has accelerated in the parking and transportation industry. 

February 8, 2013
S. Portland strategy pulls in overdue parking fines: Other communities may follow South Portland's success with an amnesty and penalty approach.
South Portland's new carrot-and-stick approach to parking fines is paying dividends and may serve as a model for other cash-strapped communities. In the five weeks after the city's parking ticket amnesty program took effect at the end of December, residents paid about $8,700 in overdue parking fines, twice what would typically be collected in five weeks.

February 8, 2013
Downtown Parklet Rededicates Parking Space to Pedestrians
Fanfare and foosball welcomed in two newly constructed public parklets camped on Spring Street between Sixth and Seventh Streets. These parklets are small spots, once dedicated to vehicles, recommissioned into public space -- an über urban hipster idealogy of reclamation seen with CicLAvia and Park(ing) Day. Spring Street, along with York Boulevard in Highland Park, where a parklet was just dedicated last Saturday, and later Huntington Drive in El Sereno, where a parklet will be dedicated February 16, are working toward making a greener and more pedestrian friendly city, say the believers.

February 8, 2013
Sacramento parking enforcement officers bust disabled placard abusers
Have you ever driven down the street and had a tough time finding a parking spot? A group of drivers has found a way to cheat the system, but the City of Sacramento is stepping in. At least a dozen drivers are caught every month in Sacramento using someone else's disabled placard to park for free; the city has termed it "Disabled Parking Placard Abuse." State Parking Services Manager Howard Chan said the California is one of five states with full exemptions for disabled drivers. 

February 8, 2013
Downtown Lansing gets new, cashless parking meters
Some visitors to the state's capital city will no longer have to carry a pocketful of change after city officials implemented pay-by-credit card parking in a stretch of the downtown area. The 100 block of North Washington Square now sports parking meters that accept credit cards, said Bob Johnson, head of the city's Planning & Neighborhood Development department.



February 8, 2013
Parking meter fee increase taking effect
After a month delay, Chicagoans are now starting to see higher parking meter rates. Crews began installing new meters last weekend, raising the rates for more than 4,000 parking boxes across Chicago. The highest increase is in the Loop, where it costs $6.50 an hour to park. During the transition, drivers are only expected to pay the rate listed on each pay box. All the new meters will be installed within 60 days. 

February 8, 2013
In Southie, grabbing a parking space before the snow falls is the new broken beach chair
The armistice in the winter parking wars of South Boston had lasted for almost three seasons, an unspoken truce caused by mild temperatures and scant snowfall. The orange cones and broken beach chairs remained in basements and trunks, unneeded to save parking spots because cars did not need to digging out. But earlier this week, as blizzard warnings sounded across the Northeast, a different type of alarm swept across Southie. People began parking their cars, staking a claim on a patch of asphalt long before a single flake had fallen. 

February 8, 2013
Why Parking in Cities Should Be Way More Expensive
Here’s an idea that’ll probably be about as popular with drivers as 20 blocks of gridlock traffic. For obvious reasons, city drivers love parking that’s free or cheap. The problem is that too many drivers love it too much. The price difference between on-the-street parking and putting a car in the downtown garage is so big — perhaps a couple of bucks per hour vs. $10 or $15 per hour — that hunting for one of the precious few available spots can 

February 8, 2013
With brunt of storm coming, parking already at a premium in South Boston
In South Boston, where parking is at a premium on sunny days, not one legal spot was without a car. And residents in the 400 block of East Sixth Street may have been the first to put out the distinctive neighborhood snow implement – the parking space saver. In front of the parking space at 459 E. 6th Street sat a gray garbage can with white paper taped to it saying, “Owner-occupied handicapped parking.’’ 

February 8, 2013
D.C.’s plan to make it even harder to park
What brings together a D.C. neighborhood activist who has never had a driver’s license (much less a car) and a spokesman for AAA? Our shared conviction that proposed changes to D.C.’s zoning regulations will make the city a less attractive place to live, work, play and shop. The city’s Office of Planning wants to eliminate on-site parking requirements for all new buildings constructed downtown or in mixed-use, transit-accessible neighborhoods throughout the city. 

February 8, 2013
City moving forward with downtown parking overhaul
With the much anticipated endorsement from the Iowa City Downtown District in hand, the city is moving forward with implementing an overhaul of downtown parking. In the coming days, the city will put out a request for proposals for new meters and staff already has begun work on new software applications to support online payment and other parking improvements, transportation director Chris O’Brien said. “We’ve got some stuff we’re rolling on right now,” O’Brien said Friday.

February 7, 2013
Scranton Council Grills Parking Company on Meter Management
It was a packed room at Scranton’s City Council meeting Thursday night. The issue drawing attention is the debate over whether to raise hours and rates at parking meters and to allow a private company to operate them for thousands of dollars a month. “How much additional revenue would your firm actually bring in?” asked council member Pat Rogan. Representatives of Standard Parking Company were on the hot seat during a quorum with Scranton’s City Council, held before council’s regular meeting. 

February 7, 2013
Phoenix parking meters get credit-card readers
Marie Garrido stared at the new parking meters near Arizona State University’s downtown campus on Monday with confusion. When Garrido, an ASU junior, left her non-profit-studies class last week, decades-old, coin-only meters lined the streets. But Phoenix has since installed new meters that accept debit and credit cards along with coins. Garrido couldn’t figure out how to use the new machines. Workers on Thursday finished installing the 545 new single-space parking meters downtown and in parts of uptown. 

February 7, 2013
City workers get a parking break
For the first time in 45 years, the City of Mansfield has stopped collecting monthly fees from city employees renting parking spaces in the city-owned lots adjacent to the municipal building. Mayor Tim Theaker said that change comes about primarily as a benefit for employees — since the city has been in fiscal emergency, and city workers haven’t had negotiated raises in years. But the mayor admitted city officials were concerned the city could run afoul of the Internal Revenue Service and federal tax code if it knowingly continued to collect parking fees on tax-exempt municipal land.

February 7, 2013
Parking fines jump in Portland 
Higher fines for six Portland parking violations went into effect Thursday. The increased fines cover the following categories: No Meter Receipt, from $45 to $60; Improper Display of Meter Receipt, from $34 to $39; No Front or Rear Plate, from $55 to $80; Area Permit Required, from $60 to $80; Carpool Zone, from $70 to $90; Truck Loading Zone, from $65 to $90. Many drivers downtown were not pleased with the increase.

February 7, 2013
Pay for parking via smartphone
The city is expanding a service that allows drivers to pay for downtown parking using their mobile phones. Rather than searching for change to feed the meter, those parking downtown can create an account using their credit or debit cards. Once the account is created, they can pay for up to two hours of on-street parking by entering a zone number, meter number and the amount of time needed. “Who has cash anymore?” said Melissa Orr, who moved to Asheville from Philadelphia, and was feeding the meter Thursday afternoon.

