
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
May	  26,	  2015	  

	  
Anthony	  Foxx	  Secretary	  
U.S.	  Department	  of	  Transportation	  	  
1200	  New	  Jersey	  Ave.	  SE	  	  
Washington,	  DC	  20590	  	  
	  
Dear	  Secretary	  Foxx:	  	  
	  
I	  am	  pleased	  to	  write	  in	  support	  of	  the	  City	  of	  Seattle’s	  application	  for	  the	  U.S.	  
Department	  of	  Transportation	  TIGER	  grant	  program.	  Funding	  from	  this	  grant	  will	  be	  
dedicated	  to	  the	  two	  exciting	  multimodal	  opportunities	  –	  the	  build	  out	  of	  biking	  and	  
walking	  connections	  around	  a	  new	  multibillion	  dollar	  transit	  investment	  in	  light	  rail,	  and	  
a	  significant	  expansion	  of	  Pronto	  Bike	  Share	  to	  make	  it	  more	  citywide	  by	  reaching	  out	  to	  
more	  economically	  and	  ethnically	  diverse	  parts	  of	  the	  city.	  	  
	  
Together,	  these	  investments	  are	  projects	  of	  national	  significance	  as	  the	  nation	  looks	  
toward	  creating	  resilient	  and	  multimodal	  transportation	  system	  that	  relies	  on	  many	  
different	  transport	  modes	  for	  its	  success.	  
	  
The	  build	  out	  of	  the	  bicycle	  and	  pedestrian	  network	  around	  the	  Sound	  Transit	  Northgate	  
Light	  Rail	  Station	  represents	  an	  exciting	  culmination	  of	  years	  of	  community	  input	  and	  
partnership	  with	  multiple	  transportation	  agencies	  (Sound	  Transit,	  Seattle	  Department	  of	  
Transportation,	  and	  King	  County	  METRO).	  It	  builds	  on	  the	  2011	  Federal	  Transit	  
Administration	  policy	  statement	  that	  recognizes	  the	  benefits	  to	  transit	  of	  making	  
investments	  within	  a	  3-‐mile	  bikeshed	  and	  1/2-‐mile	  walkshed.	  It	  also	  leverages	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  enhance	  ridership	  and	  access	  to	  a	  significant	  station	  area	  that	  will	  anchor	  
North	  Seattle	  mobility	  for	  generations	  to	  come.	  For	  this	  reason,	  building	  a	  complete	  
biking	  and	  walking	  network	  around	  the	  Northgate	  Station	  is	  a	  no-‐brainer	  for	  mobility	  
and	  one	  that	  will	  serve	  as	  a	  national	  model	  for	  non-‐motorized	  integration	  with	  transit.	  
	  
Significantly	  expanding	  bike	  share	  in	  Seattle	  offers	  an	  exciting	  new	  opportunity	  to	  
increase	  mobility	  at	  relatively	  little	  cost.	  Additionally,	  the	  proposed	  expansion	  extends	  
into	  numerous	  neighborhoods	  that	  are	  economically	  disadvantaged.	  By	  providing	  low-‐
cost	  biking,	  bike	  share	  will	  be	  able	  to	  offer	  new	  biking	  opportunities	  to	  new	  populations	  
across	  Seattle.	  Finally,	  this	  proposal	  will	  not	  only	  invest	  in	  a	  massive	  expansion	  of	  bike	  
share,	  but	  it	  will	  invest	  in	  electric-‐assist	  bicycles	  to	  help	  many	  address	  the	  challenging	  



topography	  that	  abounds	  in	  Seattle.	  
	  
As	  the	  statewide	  voice	  on	  behalf	  of	  better	  bicycling,	  Washington	  Bikes	  is	  pleased	  to	  
support	  the	  City	  of	  Seattle’s	  TIGER	  proposal,	  and	  would	  strongly	  urge	  the	  U.S.	  
Department	  of	  Transportation’s	  consideration	  of	  their	  application.	  	  
	  
In	  Washington	  Bikes’	  work	  around	  the	  state,	  staff	  draws	  on	  the	  best	  that	  every	  
community	  has	  to	  offer	  to	  share	  lessons	  learned,	  to	  inspire,	  and	  to	  challenge.	  The	  City	  of	  
Seattle	  is	  leading	  by	  example	  with	  this	  project	  and	  its	  ongoing	  emphasis	  on	  use	  of	  active	  
transportation	  to	  provide	  new	  mobility	  opportunities	  and	  new	  options	  to	  get	  to	  and	  
from	  transit.	  	  
	  
Sincerely,	  	  
	  

	  
	  
Barb	  Chamberlain	  Executive	  Director	  	  
Washington	  Bikes	  (formerly	  the	  Bicycle	  Alliance	  of	  Washington)	  	  
	  
CC:	  Senator	  Patty	  Murray	  	  
Senator	  Maria	  Cantwell	  	  
Governor	  Jay	  Inslee	  	  
Congressman	  Jim	  McDermott	  	  
Mayor	  Edward	  B.	  Murray	  
	  
	  


