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SW Admiral Way Facts and Answers
Why is SDOT proposing changes on SW Admiral Way?

In 2007, to improve pedestrian safety when crossing SW Admiral Way, the Seattle Department
of Transportation (SDOT) completed a series of changes between SW Olga St and the West
Seattle Bridge. A pedestrian crossing signal was installed at SW Olga St. The marked crosswalks
at SW Hanford St, SW City View St and the West Seattle Bridge off-ramp were removed because
they no longer met federal guidelines that were established to ensure that pedestrians are
crossing the street in the safest locations. SDOT made a commitment to the community that it
would re-evaluate the roadway to re-establish a pedestrian crossing at SW City View St to the
transit stop on the west side of the roadway.

The Seattle Pedestrian Master Plan identified the crossing of SW Admiral Way at SW City View
St as a high priority crossing and funding was made available in 2010 to implement the
improvement. The city’s complete streets policy requires the city to accommodate all modes
when making changes to any roadway. To make safety improvement to SW Admiral Way, SDOT
carefully considered the needs of all users when evaluating and redesigning the roadway to
improve the pedestrian crossing. The Seattle Bicycle Master Plan recommended bicycle lanes
on SW Admiral Way. With funding available to make pedestrian safety improvements at SW
City View St and to accommodate bicycles, SDOT identified SW Admiral Way as a 2010 project.

Will SDOT raise the speed limit?

The city traffic engineer and Seattle City Council have the authority to set speed limits. Traffic
volumes, the road configuration and the needs of the neighborhood do not warrant increasing
the speed limit.

Can SDOT widen the road?

No. Widening would require significant right-of-way acquisition and major capital investment.
In addition, widening the roadway is not supported by SW Admiral Way’s traffic volumes.

Transit uses the outside downhill lane of SW Admiral Way to bypass the backup of traffic
getting onto the West Seattle Bridge. Why eliminate this lane?

We heard from transit users, motorists and bicyclists who use this lane to access the West
Seattle Bridge and SW Manning St. SDOT has made revisions to the original design proposal to
create a outside lane to be shared by transit, right turning vehicles and bicyclists.
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How will adding a buffered climbing bike lane and downhill shared lane marking impact
vehicle lanes?

The proposed design will maintain 2 uphill travel lanes and 2 downhill travel lanes. Adding a
bike lane in the uphill direction will not impact vehicle travel lanes. A downhill shared lane will
function as it currently does now where bicycles, transit and vehicles share the outside lane.

Why not widen the sidewalk to accommodate bicycles?

Bicycles are allowed to ride on the sidewalk and in the roadway. The city is committed to
providing on street options for bicycles which reduces pedestrian and bicycle conflicts.
Widening the sidewalk on SW Admiral Way would cost well over $500,000.

The hill on SW Admiral Way is too steep to bicycle, why not redirect bicyclists to use another
street?

The grade on SW Admiral Way is approximately 7%. Another street that a bicyclist might use to
access the Admiral District is Fairmont Ave SW with a grade of 10% at the steepest section or
SW Spokane St with grades reaching 17%. Admiral is the most direct route between the West
Seattle Bridge trail and the Admiral District. Seattle’s arterial roads are critical for bicycle
access. The arterial streets are public rights-of-way that typically provide continuous connection
between neighborhoods and key destinations in all parts of Seattle. They are often the most
direct routes available for many trips. Further, bicyclists are legally allowed on the road with
vehicles.

How many bicycles have you observed on SW Admiral Way?

A bicycle count was conducted in July 2010 from 7-9AM. During this time 22 bicycles were on
the roadway. With the provision of bicycle facilities, bicycle volumes increase. A recent example
is the installation of bike lanes on Stone Way where bicycle volumes have increased 35% since
installation

Why can’t SDOT build a pedestrian overpass on SW Admiral Way?

Pedestrian overpasses remove pedestrian activity from the street where it contributes to the

overall vitality of the streetscape. Bridges create shade and shadow under the structures that
can make pedestrians feel insecure—especially at the landings of the bridge and the sidewalk.
Additionally, they are not effective at attracting pedestrian use.

Why not install a signal at SW City View St?



The intersection of SW Admiral Way and SW City View St does not meet a signal warrant. This
means that the volume of vehicles and pedestrians accessing and crossing SW City View St is
not high enough to trigger the need for a signal.

Did SDOT consider population growth and development for the future?

Yes. Development in West Seattle has been increasing for the past few years, yet traffic
volumes on SW Admiral Way have been decreasing since 2006.

What factors did you consider?

e Vehicle volume: 24,255 Average Daily Traffic (2009)

e Speed: the 85 percentile is 42 MPH downhill and 41 MPH uphill (2010).

e Collisions: SDOT reviewed 3 years of collision history. No collision patterns exist for this
stretch of roadway.

e Transit: Bus routes 56 local and 56 express use the stop at SW City View St. METRO
reports that there is light ridership at both transit stops.

e Pedestrians: SW City View is a top tier pedestrian master plan crossing improvement.

e Freight needs—SW Admiral Way is not a major truck street.

e Bicycles—Bike lanes are recommended in the Bicycle Master Plan.

e Parking— parking exists on the east side of the street, not heavily used except at the top
of the hill.

I ride a bike along SW Admiral Way. How does this help me?

A 5 foot bicycle lane with a two foot wide buffer will be installed on the east side of the
roadway in the uphill direction. On the downhill, SDOT will install shared lane markings in the
outside lane. To access SW Admiral Way from the Alki Trail SDOT is proposing to install a wheel
runnel so that it will be possible to roll your bike up the stairwell between 30" Ave SW and SW
Admiral Way.

Will parking be affected?

SDOT proposes to remove some underutilized parking at the bottom of the hill to allow for a
right turn onto SW Manning St on the west side of the roadway and a buffered bike lane on the
west side of the street. Parking will remain as it is from just north of SW City View St and SW
Olga St.

What was SDOT’s outreach effort?
SDOT distributed post cards to residences along SW Admiral Way inviting people to the public
open house. Flyers were posted at various businesses along SW Admiral Way and in the



Admiral Business District and at bus stops along the corridor. A press release was sent to the
West Seattle Blog and other news outlets. Project information was also posted on our website
at: http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/bikeprojects/sw_admiral_way.htm

What are the next steps for implementation of the project?

Implementation of the project is scheduled for 2010. Residents will receive door hangers in
early September regarding temporary parking restrictions during restriping (parking is restricted
so that paint does not get sprayed on adjacent parked vehicles). Weather permitting; restriping
will occur in mid to late September.

How do | submit a comment?
Send your comments to walkandbike @seattle.gov or call 206-684-7583.

When can West Seattle expect more buses?

Bus Rapid Transit is coming to West Seattle in 2012. For more information please visit:
http://www.cityofseattle.net/transportation/ballard_westseattle.htm






