Seattle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee

Meeting Notes

September 16, 2008

Location:
Car Wash Enterprise Headquarters (Brown Bear)

Attendees:
a sign-in sheet is on file

Agenda Topics/Discussion Summary/Actions:
Committee Approval of FMAC Meeting Notes for June 17 and July 15: The committee approved the meeting notes and directed SDOT to post the notes on the Committee webpage.
Mercer Street Project:

SDOT Director, Grace Crunican, assisted by Stephanie Brown, Project Manager, provided an overview of that phase of the Mercer project that would extend the Mercer improvements west to Elliot Way. A conceptual diagram was presented.
Several questions were raised which Grace and Stephanie addressed. Grace assured the Committee that SDOT and WSDOT considered the segment to Elliot a key element in the overall plan for improving Mercer. The project team is conducting a public outreach through the end of the year; a detailed study will follow next year.
When asked about the Alaska Way Viaduct Replacement, Grace also noted that there were currently eight options being considered for the Alaska Way Viaduct Replacement and that SDOT, WSDOT and Metro were currently reaching out to all stakeholder groups.

SDOT will return to FMAC before the end of the year with another update and more precise design details.

For additional information, please contact Stephanie Brown at 386-4635 or Stephanie.Brown@seattle.gov
For ongoing updates on the Mercer Street Project, please go to:

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/ppmp_mercer.htm
SDOT Bridge Improvement Program

SDOT’s Bill Martin provided an update on the Bridge Improvement Program including the extensive work that will be accomplished on the Ballard Bridge. Three hand-outs were provided. He then discussed the NE 45th St. Viaduct project which will replace the west segment of the bridge. Bill also explained that all the bridge projects will be scoped as bridge major maintenance which will help hold-off any of the “scope creep” which sometimes can overburden a project’s budget.

For additional information, please contact Bill Martin at 206. 733-3091 or by e-mail william.martin@seattle.gov
SDOT was asked to provide the percent of Bridging the Gap funds that had been dedicated to the Bridge Program.
WSDOT Commercial Vehicle Services/Permit Program

WSDOT’s Ann Ford presented an overview of the Commercial Vehicle Services Program, and; Jim Wright (Permit Program Manager) discussed recent improvements to the Permit Program to handle “super-load” requests. These improvements focused upon extensive data-gathering to inform WSDOT decision making, building stakeholder consensus on any proposed regulatory changes and providing early notification to stakeholders of proposed rule changes.

Several FMAC members expressed interest in joining a newly-formed focus group to WSDOT that will provide an ongoing forum for discussion of issues related to commercial use of State roadways. Members were advised to contact Jim Wright directly.
For additional information, please contact Jim Wright at 360. 704-6345 or wright@wsdat.wa.gov
