Freight Mobility Advisory Committee

Meeting Notes

November, 18, 2008

Location:
Brown Bear Car Wash Headquarters, Ballard

Chairs:
Peter Whitehead, Nelson Trucking



Pat Binion, Columbia Distributing

Attendees:
Sign-in sheet is on file

Agenda Topics/Discussion Summary/Actions

The Committee approved the meeting notes for the Sept. 16 and Oct. 21, 2008 meetings

1. SDOT 2009 Paving Program and Paving Partnership Program

Jim Hathaway, Director, Street Maintenance Division and Ben Hansen, Chief Paving Engineer, described the 2009 Pavement Program work-plan. They also distributed the 9-year Paving Program map. Ben noted that it was an SDOT priority to complete downtown paving projects prior to Viaduct replacement. He also reminded the group that lane striping decisions were made by SDOT Traffic Management with input from stakeholders such as FMAC. He mentioned several of this year’s accomplishments such as 1st Ave. S.
A question was raised about whether 3rd Ave. peak hour transit-related restrictions would be relaxed for trucks during the 2009-2010 paving of 2nd and 4th Avenues and Ben agreed to find out. (Ans. No current intent to relax transit-related restrictions.)
Both Jim and Ben then spoke about the partnership program and the serious challenges faced by both SDOT and the SODO community over the pavement conditions of non-arterial streets (2,500 city-wide) and the chronic lack of resources to repair those streets. SDOT prioritized streets largely according to traffic volumes and arterial streets simply carried more traffic. However, Ben and Jim recognized that within SODO, there were non-arterial streets that were important travel routes and in need of attention. Funding partnerships between SDOT and property owners did help but the need remained significant. Peter Whitehead cited 8th Ave. S as an example. He had wanted to pave his frontage there but could not afford to bring it up to the City standard. Ben noted that SDOT field crews were generally prohibited from undertaking work in the ROW that exceeded about $70,000 (bid limit law).
There followed some discussion of the 15th Ave. NW and when the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) would become fully operational. Christine Wolf mentioned that Heffron Transportation was talking to SDOT about improvements to the Garfield intersection and some interesting concepts might result from those discussions. Ben stated that he would find out about the timeline for BRT on 15th. (Ans. SDOT will evaluate whether trucks can be added to the BAT Lane on 15th NW in 1Q2009. As BRT will not be fully operational until 2012, this issue may need to b reexamined again at that time. New signal timing is in place with some fine-tuning continuing near Magnolia Bridge.)
Christine Wolf asked if the Airport Way “road-diet” (from a street-scape-plan prepared by the Georgetown neighborhood was still being considered. (Ans. SDOT does not consider the “road-diet” a feasible option.)
For additional information on the SDOT Paving Program, please contact Ben Hansen at 684-5304, or Benjamin.Hansen@seattle.gov
2. Greenwood Avenue Roadway Improvement Project
SDOT Project Manager, Mike Ward, briefed the Committee on the major design elements of the Greenwood project which will extend from N 105th St. to N 112th St. Project plans include widening the roadway from four-lanes to five-lanes with parallel parking included on both sides, along with curb, gutter, sidewalks and street landscaping from N 105th to N 112th.

Signal and street lighting improvements are included as well as storm system improvements, all of which will enhance pedestrian safety and transit access. 

Project cost is $7.8 million and construction will begin late Feb – early Mar. 2009 and continue for 6-7 months.

For additional information, please contact 
George Frost
Public Outreach Coordinator
615-0786 
george.frost@seattle.gov
