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March 15, 2012

The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood
Secretary

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: City of Seattle MERCER WEST TIGER IV application

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am writing on behalf of the Port of Seattle to support the City of Seattle’s application for funding of the
Two-Way Mercer West extension project.

Seattle is an international gateway for United States trade, where high value cargo moves on the last
mile between the seaport terminals and freeways or rail yards. The Port of Seattle sits at the crossroads
of two interstate freeways: Interstate 5 connects Seattle to all points south through California to Mexico
and north to Canada; Interstate 90 connects us across the country to the Atlantic seaboard.
Transcontinental rail service is provided by BNSF Railway and the Union Pacific Railway.

The completion of the Mercer West project is a top priority for the Port of Seattle and the city’s
industrial community. It is one of few east-west corridors in Seattle and currently operates as a one-way
couplet on many blocks—making awkward movements for through traffic. The Mercer West project will
make critical improvements to create a two-way arterial linking the regional freeway system with port
properties along the northern end of Elliott Bay, and also with one of the city’s two manufacturing and
industrial centers.

Two of the Port of Seattle’s three cruise berths are located at Smith Cove Cruise Terminal at the western
end of the corridor. The cruise industry generates more than 4,000 jobs for the region and an estimated
$2.1 million every time a homeport ship docks in Seattle. Cruise lines pay close attention to traffic
conditions at the terminal and connectivity to the airport because these issues can be a factor in their
bottom line. Since we compete for homeport vessel calls with Vancouver, BC, we view the completion
of Mercer West as important to retaining the cruise business in Seattle and the jobs it supports.

In addition, improving freight mobility on the Mercer corridor is a priority for the region’s fishing
industry. The industry will benefit from more direct freeway access to move product between the
freeway system and the port’s facilities at Fishermen’s Terminal, Terminal 91 and the Maritime
Industrial Center, which collectively serve as the home for the nation’s North Pacific fishing fleet. Other
industries benefiting from this project include warehousing, cold storage, shipbuilding and repair, and
manufacturing.



The Mercer West project also has broader implications for regional freight mobility. It is an essential
component of the Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement Bored Tunnel project, which we view as critical to
our cargo operation at the south end of Elliott Bay. The Seattle seaport is responsible for 56,256 jobs,
and it has long helped enable Washington State to occupy a position among the nation’s top exporting
states. The Port of Seattle is facing intense competition from ports in British Columbia that are investing
heavily in their regional freight systems. We must do the same if we are to maintain our region’s
economic competitiveness and the viability of Puget Sound as one of America’s top trade gateways.

Thank you for considering this important project.

Sincerely,

Tay Yoshitani
Chief Executive Officer

Cc:

Senator Patty Murray
Senator Maria Cantwell
Governor Christine Gregoire
Congressman Jim McDermott
Mayor Mike McGinn, Seattle



