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RapidRide is King County Metro’s 
bus rapid transit system, with three 
corridors now serving Seattle. This 
system operates in a mix of exclusive 
and shared lanes, includes enhanced 
stations with off-board fare payment, 
and provides high-frequency service.

PROGRAM CHARACTERISTICS 
• 7 new RapidRide corridors 

added to the existing three 
corridors

• 53,000 new average daily 
riders (2035)

• Mix of dedicated and shared 
lanes

• Transit signal priority
• 57+ mile network
• 10 minute or better headways
• 20-hour daily service span
• Enhanced stations with real-

time transit information
• Dedicated branding

USER BENEFITS
• Advances Move Seattle transit 

promise to provide 72% of 
Seattle residents with transit 
service that runs every 10 
minutes or better all-day within 
a 10-minute walk from their 
home

• Implements several 
coordinated corridors, in 
a streamlined and efficient 
manner

• Includes planning and delivery 
of multimodal elements

• Links diverse and low-income 
neighborhoods to downtown 
transit hubs, employment 
opportunities, and shopping 
districts

This project is funded by the 9-year Levy 
to Move Seattle, approved by voters in 
2015. Learn more about the levy at  
www.seattle.gov/LevytoMoveSeattle.

Open 2019 Open 2020 Open 2021 Open 2022 Open 2024
Delridge Rainier/

Jackson
Roosevelt Northgate/

Fremont
23rd

Madison  Market/45th  
  

• Connects with the expanding 
light rail, streetcar, bus, and 
bike share systems to provide a 
comprehensive transit network    

• King County Metro operates 
with RapidRide features

PRELIMINARY TIMELINE

ENHANCED STATIONS 
RapidRide stations include 
raised platforms, real-time 
arrival information, larger 
shelters and 
other passenger 
amenities.

DEDICATED RUNNING WAYS 
Bus-only lanes separate 
transit from traffic, and may 
be painted red or another 
color to increase 
their visibility.

SPECIALIZED VEHICLES 
Custom buses provide more 
capacity, more doors and 
lower floors for easier 
loading and unloading, and 
unique designs.

ENHANCED FARE 
COLLECTION SYSTEMS 
Off-board fare collection 
using card readers and 
other tools at stations 
allows passengers to 
load without waiting in 
line to pay their fares.

RAPIDRIDE 
BRANDING 
Unique designs make 
buses and stations more 
visible, raising awareness 
by distinguishing RapidRide 
from other transit services.

TRANSIT SIGNAL 
PRIORITY 
Intersection improvements 
including transit signal 
priority (TSP) allow buses 
to bypass congestion. TSP 
does so by giving buses 
longer green lights.
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