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MEMORANDUM

Date:		January 14, 2016						

To:		Users of SDOT Pavement Opening and Restoration Rule 5-2009

From:		SDOT Pavement Engineering and Management

Subject:	PORR Revision
		Restoring Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)

BACKGROUND: 

The current version of the SDOT Street and Sidewalk Pavement Opening and Restoration Director’s Rule (PORR) requires pervious (porous) pavements be restored to their original design and specifications.  In order to remain in compliance with the Department of Ecology requirements relating to the City of Seattle’s Municipal Stormwater Permit, the PORR is revised to include restoration of porous sidewalk segments as well as street segments.  The relevant PORR sections are:


3.7.13 Pervious (porous) pavements: Certain street segments may be designed and constructed as pervious pavements. As of the date of this Rule (2004), the only block of pervious pavement that has been designed is 32nd Ave SW between SW Juneau St and SW Raymond St; however, other blocks of pervious pavement may be constructed in the future. Pervious pavements are to be restored to their original design and specifications, to the extent practicable. Restoration plans shall be reviewed for approval by SPU Engineering Services, (206) 684-5950, prior to the start of any excavation or removal.

Application of Rule to Pavement and Sidewalk Restoration 

Streets and sidewalks may be designed and constructed as porous or permeable pavements.  The most common surfacing material used in this application is porous concrete, identifiable by its open graded appearance.  It is anticipated that other porous materials such as interlocking pavers will be used in the future.  This porous material is considered green stormwater infrastructure (GSI).  
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Porous pavements are to be restored to their original design and specifications, to the extent practicable.   Restoration plans shall be reviewed for approval by SPU Engineering Services, (206) 684-5950, prior to the start of any excavation or removal.  Porous pavements are drainage structures and must be restored so that their infiltration characteristics are preserved.  During construction, dirt and sediment must be contained to protect the surrounding surface from clogging.  
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