
Seattle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee 
FINAL
Meeting Summary 

April 1, 2008
Host: MIC Offices in the Duwamish area
Location: 5509 1st Ave. South, Suite B Seattle, WA
PARTICIPANTS (A sign sheet is on file):

Committee Members: Peter Whitehead, Nelson Trucking (Meeting Chair), Warren Aakervik, Cliff Bates, Kim Suelzle, and Christine Wolf. 
Companies/Organizations: Nelson Trucking, BNSF Railway Company, V.VanDyke, CityIce, Manufacturing Industrial Council (MIC), Spirit Transport,  Sailors Union of the Pacific, King County Labor Council, Duwamish Transportation Management Association, Ballard Oil, Fremont Dock Company 
Agencies: SDOT, Port of Seattle, WSDOT, Seattle Police Department, Puget Sound Regional Council 
Agenda Topics:
1.  Announcements: - None
2. Alaskan Way Viaduct Project: – Steve Pearce, SDOT.   The focus of Pearce’s Alaskan Way Viaduct PowerPoint presentation to the FMAC was the surface and transit piece of the work being done in preparation for the Alaskan Way Viaduct Project.   Pearce briefly described the whole system, the building blocks which make up the system:  I-5, SR 99, Surface Streets, Transit, TDM, and TSM.  Pearce then outlined the process SDOT is following to develop its final recommendations.    SDOT is now at the stage of the process where SDOT is asking what the ideas to be considered are.    Eugene Wasserman asked how the urban mobility plan fits into this process.   Pierce said SDOT is accomplishing it through this process.   The main difference is SDOT will have to report back to the City Council as to what the best surface and transit plan are.   Grace said the Urban Mobility Plan should be commented upon because it forms the basis for the city of Seattle’s thinking.   Grace said the big question for Seattle is what should be done in the middle, the center piece of the Viaduct.   The final decision will be made together by the city, county, and state.   Pearce pointed out the Urban Mobility Handbook is not a plan, it is a resource.   In it best practices are laid out.

There are seven key surface street themes.   They are as follows:
1. Create strong east-west connections to move people and vehicles from SR 99 to other streets and I-5

2. Create manifolds to distribute traffic over multiple pathways into downtown from the north and south

3. Increase north-south capacity through downtown

4. Enhance the downtown street grid

5. Provide reliable truck paths through central Seattle and to Port terminals - SDOT is looking at ways to increase capacity.

6. Keep transit moving fast and reliably

7. Provide high quality bicycle and pedestrian connections to and with downtown supporting dense, walkable neighborhoods

Suzie Burke took issue with calling major truck routes “paths”.  

Increase N-S Capacity through Downtown

1.  Alaskan Way surface street – Battery St to Elliott and /or Battery St
2.  1st Ave S – 2 lanes each direction – Parking in Pioneer would be removed (King & Yessler)

3.  2nd & 4th Ave – add lane – 4 lanes to 5 lanes between Jackson & Stewart
· Suzie Burke freight needs to get through Bell Town

· Warren Aakervik – Denny to 15th
4. Two-Way 8th Ave connecting to existing 1-5 overpass
5. Northbound 7th Ave with new I-5 overpass at Terry Ave
Create Strong E-W Connections

East-West Arterial improvements north of Ship Canal – 34th to Evanston and turn right
· Suzie Burke & Warren Aakervik - 45th & 80th won’t work 

· Warren Aakervik -  85th has to get back into a major arterial

· Warren Aakervik - Ballard needs better connections

· Warren Aakervik – Mercer

1. 2 Way Mercer

· Suzie Burke -  Have to start at Elliott, have to get past Aurora

· Grace Crunican – Nickerson being considered for narrowing because of pedestrian fatalities

· Warren Aakervik & Suzie Burke – Time crosswalk signals on Nickerson
2. New at grade street crossings of Aurora – Denny and Mercer workhorses – Signals Harrison, Republic, Roy – Mercer continues, goes under Aurora, Aurora has signals that are timed.  Alaska Way Viaduct to Ballard

3. Denny Way Improvements – Improve signal time – Denny & John (couplet 3 lanes each way) works best without Battery tunnel, extend portal out of Battery Tunnel
4. Two-Way Roy
5. SR 519 Phase II – Two-way access to 1st Ave

6. Lander Street overpass

· Grace Crunican - Spokane St Viaduct widening - Connection to 1-5 and off  1-5 (Add this into the Mercer presentation)
Create Manifolds
1. Signals on Aurora, improved downtown access options
2. Improved downtown access on Fairview

3. Two-Way Sixth Avenue south of Denny Way

4. Improved downtown access via new Alaska Way surface St

5. 2nd/4th one-way couplet, Airport to Washington 

6. 1st Ave., South – add lanes (take out parking)

7. Spokane St. Viaduct ramp connections to 1st and 4th Ave

Reliable Truck Paths
1. Two-Way Mercer connecting I-5 w/Elliott/Western Ave corridor

· Dave Dye asked what it would take to connect Dexter West to Elliott.   Grace responded it would take signals and paint, which is doable and affordable.

· Grace – Can we keep staying under Aurora?  Can we peel enough traffic off?

· Warren Aakervik – Don’t take Two-Way Mercer take Broad out

· Grace – 2015 – Viaduct Down - 2030 – Lots of growth – light rail built out

· Grace – Recognizes some project have to be done now and some project can be done in the future.   We’re looking at future planning projects.

2. Open Second & Fourth Avenues and/or Third Avenues to large trucks – Keeping 3rd as transit all-day.   Some grade issues for trucks on 3rd
3. Maintain a freight route on surface Alaskan Way – Reduced Capacity, Impeded Traffic Flow

· Grace – This is the slowest piece, but I-5 is adding a lane and Transit (light rail alone taking 40,000 riders a day off the streets)

· Grace to Peter – North piece needs a little work, need time to present this piece to the North area group

4. Widen Spokane St. Viaduct and provide new access/exits

5. Grade separate trucks over Burlington Northern Santa Fe rail track

6. SR 519 – New westbound connection from I-5/I-90
7. Lander St. Grade Separation

8. Provide truck loading zones – N-S Streets

Comments
1. Warren Aakervik – How much more capacity can WSDOT add to I-5? - Look at where traffic is going  - need good numbers

2. Pearce – Elliott/Western counted as through trips.   Through traffic 60-70%. - Ballard Interbay using Central Waterfront.  Continue to use - Need I-5 experts here.  Can do some system changes.   Possibility of adding one more lane in each direction.  Closure of ramps and building overpasses.   Fixing some of the weaves.

3. Suzie Burke & Eugene Wasserman – Except for West end, look at South end – Port concerned about functionality of intersection at the terminal.   Look at priorities of freight.   Restricting others.  Spokane St – “curly cube” who can use it.  Response:  Pearce – Possibly restrict its use, but include freight.
4. Suzie Burke – N & W don’t use I-5 if going south.   I-5 doesn’t serve Fremont & West.   Haven’t provided a route to replace the traffic stream.

5. Pearce – The whole thing depends on a few people using different routes to get bigger picture.  Two-Way Mercer.   – I-5 latent demand – through put is actually going down.   

6. Eugene Wasserman - Concerned about 4th Ave only being 11ft lanes.   Response:  These are within the acceptable range.

7. Suzie Burke Two-Way Mercer needs to be discussed

8. Christine Wolf – Port sequencing – concerned about East-West connections
9. Suzie Burke – Lander needs to stay on the list – Lost opportunities because of the sculpture park.

3. Truck Issues Survey:  Preliminary Results – Jennifer Hayes, SDOT.  Jennifer reported the survey was up for most of February and was extended into March.   We were looking for comments on the operating problems truck drivers and dispatchers experience on City streets so we can better incorporate freight needs into our projects and traffic operations.  What we intend to do with this is what Ron has done in the past, which is look into each problem and attempt to resolve the problem to everyone’s mutual satisfaction.   We will give you a quarterly update.     Obviously, this is a very long list and it will take some time to follow-up on each problem.

4. General Updates - None

Committee Recommendations 4/01/08:  None
Handouts:

· 4/02/08 FMAC Meeting Agenda

· AWV PowerPoint Presentation
· SDOT Truck Issues Survey:  Preliminary Results
Next Committee Meeting: April 15, 2008 at the MIC Offices in the Duwamish area 
For further information about the Seattle Freight Program, please contact Ron Borowski at 206 684 -8370 or ron.borowski@seattle.gov.
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