
Seattle Freight Mobility Advisory Committee 
FINAL
Meeting Summary 

March 18, 2008
Host: Car Wash Enterprises (Brown Bear) Headquarters, Ballard
Location: 3977 Leary Way NW, Seattle 

PARTICIPANTS (A sign sheet is on file):

Committee Members: Peter Whitehead, Nelson Trucking (Meeting Chair), Warren Aakervik, Cliff Bates, Kim Suelzle, and Christine Wolf. 
Companies/Organizations: Nelson Trucking, BNSF Railway Company, V.VanDyke, CityIce, Manufacturing Industrial Council (MIC), Spirit Transport,  Sailors Union of the Pacific, King County Labor Council, Duwamish Transportation Management Association, Ballard Oil, Fremont Dock Company 
Agencies: SDOT, Port of Seattle, WSDOT, Seattle Police Department, Puget Sound Regional Council 
Agenda Topics:
1. Announcements: - Jennifer Hayes, SDOT announced that the Freight Survey had generated 20 responses.   A write-up will be provided at the next meeting.
2. Seattle Bicycle Master Plan: – Grace Crunican, SDOT. Grace Crunican announced that Peter Lagerway was at the meeting to respond to concerns regarding SDOTs response to the FMAC Seattle Bicycle Master Plan comments.   SDOT received over 2,000 comments in regards to the Seattle Bicycle Master Plan.  Lagerway presented SDOT’s next steps and addressed issues that have been raised.   He handed out three handouts.
Specific FMAC Bike Plan issues were brought up.   They include the following: 
· Suzie Burke - Stone Way is important to the N. Industrial Area.   The business community did not get what they wanted on this issue.   Improved access to SR 99 is needed.   Major truck access is 185 ft in the air.  In addition, the channelization along Stone Way does not line up.
· Dave Gering - Bike access to SR 519 is a concern.  
· Christine Wolf - Port voiced trepidation about bikes at Alaskan Way outside T-46.  Discussion ensued about Royal BroughamWay.   Grace also expressed concern.
· Dave Gering - Bike liability issues in regards to right turn lanes was raised.   Discussion ensued about bike operations, with trucks on the outside lane and how to cross the bike lane to access the right turn lane.   Issues were raised about bikes operating between outside lane and parked vehicles.  Peter Lagerway said that at 24th and Dexter green paint would be added to help better define the right turn lane.  In addition, green paint will be added on 8th Ave. NW between Market and Leary.
· Warren Aakervik - Concerned about having bike lanes on Nickerson, a major truck street.   Grace stated that Nickerson is not a done deal.
· Further discussion of Stone Way saw Grace offer a future education process on the use of sharrows and offer to look at the possibility of a climbing lane for northbound trucks on Stone Way.

3. Tri Party Meeting: - Grace Crunican, SDOT.   Grace offered to set up joint meetings of freight, bike and pedestrian interests with Grace as the chair.   Topics will include the Viaduct and surface street details (logistics – turn movements, etc).   Increased education on bike safety should improve this dialog.   The Mercer process is a good example of this sort of meeting.   These meetings will begin at the end of March or early April.   

4. Mercer, Spokane, Lander, and King St: - Grace Crunican, SDOT.   Grace described where SDOT is at with funding for Mercer, Spokane, Lander, and King St.  Funding is available for Spokane and Mercer.   And funding is also available for King St.   However, Lander is on hold due to funding problems and a cost increase to $152 Million as a result of construction and ROW cost increases.  Christine Wolf wants Mercer extended to Elliott, west of Aurora.   Eugene Wasserman said it seems like freight is being squeezed out.
5. Alaska Way Viaduct – Bob Powers, SDOT.  The AWV discussion was tabled.   Bob Powers to attend next meeting and give details.

6. WSDOT Truck Volume Study – Marni Heffron Associates.   Heffron gave a brief update on the WSDOT truck data collection effort.  Data shows trucks are running on local streets at 3% to 16%.
7. Spokane St. Viaduct Project – Bob Powers, SDOT.  Powers gave a detailed description on the Spokane St Viaduct Project.   Because of weaving and merging concerns a new ramp will be put in at 1st and the ramp at 4th will be taken down and not replaced.   Warren Aakervik asked if oil trucks will be allowed to use the Spokane St. Viaduct.   The answer is yes.   Warren Aakervik also asked for a waiver of time restrictions for hazmat vehicles on the Alaskan Way Viaduct.   Ron Borowski responded that it is a life safety issue, and was the reason for the restriction, which will be maintained.

8. Industrial Lands Program: SDOT Freight Projects – Ron Borowski, SDOT.  Borowski described the industrial lands process and potential projects, and requested feedback in April.
9.  General Updates – All: 
· Bob Powers announced that SDOT will present its construction management strategy at a future meeting.
Committee Recommendations 3/18/08:  None
Handouts:

· 3/18/08 FMAC Meeting Agenda

· Bike Master Plan Next Steps Handout (3)
· WSDOT Truck Volume Survey Results
Next Committee Meeting: April 1, 2008 at the MIC Offices in the Duwamish area – Special Meeting
For further information about the Seattle Freight Program, please contact Ron Borowski at 206 684 -8370 or ron.borowski@seattle.gov
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