Parking Stories: November 21 – 29, 2012 


November 29, 2012
New parking website to help find cheap rates
With so many great shops and restaurants, Pioneer Square and the Waterfront are the places to be this holiday season. So what’s the best way to find affordable, convenient parking near your favorite holiday hot spot? Easy – visit www.DowntownSeattleParking.com. There you’ll find reduced rate parking garages, hours and directions, all within a snowball’s throw of holiday excitement. Visit Pioneer Square and the Waterfront to pick up a unique gift or enjoy a celebratory meal, and find thousands of parking spaces exactly where you need to be.

November 29, 2012
City’s new parking manager is on the job
He’s Ken Smith, who spent more than a decade doing the same kind of work in Lincoln. Now, in his first week on the job in Omaha, Smith is beginning to sort out the long list of upgrades officials want to make to this city’s parking plan. A few changes are already in the works, including a shift to back-in angle parking in part of the Old Market and the introduction of meters that can be operated with credit and debit cards. 

November 29, 2012
Cincinnati port authority pledges $40M to privatize city parking
The Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority pledged $40 million and 50 percent of future profits in a bid for city parking assets, the Cincinnati Business Courier reports. It’s one of nine bids city officials received for its 30-year lease offering on 2,800 spaces of off-street parking in garages and lots, along with up to 6,000 metered spaces in several city neighborhoods.

November 29, 2012
Sheriff: Handicap Parking Patrol Generates Nearly $5 Million 
Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott says his Handicap Parking Patrol has generated nearly $5 million in revenue since it was formed 10 years ago. Lott held a news conference Thursday to discuss the group's successes. Formed in 2002, the patrol had an initial goal: stop people from parking in handicapped spaces. Lott says he'd seen the frustration handicapped people had when someone would park in one of those slots, making it difficult for them to live their lives and work.

November 29, 2012
Boston parking tickets issued the rest of this week can be paid in toys
Boston parking scofflaws can pay off their fines they receive during the rest of this week by handing over a toy, instead of cash, to the city. Any non-public safety parking ticket issued on Boston streets between Thursday, Nov. 29 and Saturday, Dec. 1 can be paid off by donating a non-violent, unwrapped toy of equal or greater value than the fine amount. The toys will be given to a local needy child for the holidays, city officials said. Drivers must bring the parking ticket and a receipt for the toy.

November 28, 2012
Proposal revived to add new parking meters in eastern San Francisco neighborhoods
Talks are beginning to start up again over a controversial plan to install 5,000 parking meters in new San Francisco neighborhoods, nearly one year after the proposal was shelved following a harsh community pushback. The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, which oversees parking in The City, originally intended to install the new meters in the northeast Mission, Dogpatch, Mission Bay and Potrero Hill. Despite preliminary approval of the plan in January, the agency opted to delay installation of the meters in response to neighborhood concerns. 




November 28, 2012
Back-in angle parking concept added in Omaha
There is a new challenge for drivers in Nebraska’s largest city. City Engineer Todd Pfitzer says drivers may think they are going the wrong way down a one-way street but it is actually back-in angel parking. Pfitzer says the concept is a safety feature. The local bicycling community brought this to the city’s attention and pushed the city to add the new lanes. He says drivers have a much better view of pedestrians, oncoming traffic and bicycles with the back-in stalls.

November 28, 2012
The Long Awaited Recommended Decatur Parking Ordinance Updates
Ok.  Let’s take the Zoning Ordinance Update Task Force’s recommendations one-by-one.  Hopefully we’ll get through them all by the time of the city commission meeting next week! First up, a long-time favorite topic among DMers – parking!  Decatur’s parking ordinance has long been criticized as outdated and many simply would point to the numerous parking exemptions the Zoning Board of Appeals has had to make the past few years as proof.

November 28, 2012
Parking Perks program pays off for Rifle woman
Kathy Hall of Rifle is the latest winner in the Glenwood Springs Downtown Parking Perks promotion. She won $500 in cash equivalent tokens for her efforts.  Hall is the Division 5 Water Court clerk, working in the Garfield County Courthouse in downtown Glenwood Springs, a position she's held for 13 years. Usually she rides the Roaring Fork Transit Authority bus to Glenwood Springs from Rifle. In the spring, she decided to register her car's license plates at the Parking Perks contest website.

November 28, 2012
Port Authority makes its bid to take over Cincinnati parking
The Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority pledged a $40 million upfront payment and 50 percent of future profits in its bid to privatize city of Cincinnati parking assets. It’s one of nine responses city officials received to a request for proposals from parking concessionaires last month. We asked the city for copies of all bids. The request is being processed, according to officials. The Port Authority released its bid at the Courier’s request Wednesday.

November 28, 2012
Chicago to Review Woman's $105,000 Parking Ticket Bill
The city of Chicago is reviewing the case of a single, unemployed mother saddled with the biggest parking fine in city history after she filed a lawsuit claiming that her ex-boyfriend was to blame for all the tickets. Jennifer Fitzgerald owes Chicago a whopping $105,000 after a 1999 Chevy Monte Carlo – a used car that was bought for $600 and registered in her name – was parked at O'Hare Airport for three years starting in November 2009. It was parked there by Fitzgerald's ex, Brandon Preveau, according to a civil suit Fitzgerald has filed. 

November 28, 2012
Aim of Omaha's first parking manager: Curb endless circling
City of Omaha officials are hoping the city's first parking manager will be one of the keys to fixing the downtown area's persistent parking problems. Ken Smith, who oversaw parking operations in Lincoln for the past 11 years, started working for Omaha this week. His addition to the city's staff comes a year after a consultant who studied the city's parking situation offered a list of recommendations to save money and make parking easier. That list included hiring someone to supervise the effort.

November 27, 2012
American Parking Heaven
There's art in this parking garage. People are doing yoga in this parking garage. People are getting married in this parking garage. Welcome to the American dream...


November 27, 2012
D.C. Limits Parking to Promote Bicycling and Transit 
As part of a broader effort to encourage less vehicular traffic city-wide, D.C. is expanding permit parking and reducing on-street parking in some of the city's most crowded neighborhoods. Not all are happy with the changes, reports Tim Craig. In rapidly developing neighborhoods such as Columbia Heights, Adams Morgan, and the U Street Corridor, the D.C. Department of Transportation (DDOT) is eliminating half of visitor parking spaces on weekdays to make sure there is enough parking for residents.

November 27, 2012
City Manager Unveils Budget With Private Parking Meters
Cincinnati council members have to find a way to shore up a $34 million dollar deficit in the 2013 budget. City Manager Milton Dohoney released his plan for doing so to council on Monday. Dohoney proposes cutting the mounted patrol and a few other neighborhood programs and arts grants. Health clinics and recreation centers are not affected by this plan, as they have been in past years and Dohoney's plan does not include any layoffs.

November 27, 2012
Time’s up for parking stations
The Olympia City Council is about to pull the plug on a controversial set of parking pay stations downtown. It’s a painful, expensive decision. Nevertheless, it’s the right thing to do.The 50 pay stations are only two years old, but they have been poorly received by downtown visitors and merchants alike, for several reasons.The instruction screens on the pay stations are poorly lit and set so low to the ground that it’s hard to read them standing up. Looks of befuddlement and frustration are commonplace among patrons when they confront a pay station.

November 27, 2012
City: Parking shortage will only worsen
The city's parking crunch is expected to get worse by summer 2013, according to a new analysis of parking supply and demand released Monday. The analysis, which at this point is only in draft form, was released and reviewed by the Parking Garage Site Selection Committee. The summary document detailing the city's additional parking needs is considered to be the next step in the committee's efforts to build a new parking structure at the Worth lot.

November 27, 2012
Parking dominates City Dock debate 
After seeing a vision for Annapolis’ waterfront Monday night, residents remained divided over the core issue of parking. Too much. Too little. Merchants and residents took both sides. The City Dock Advisory Committee’s plan calls for open spaces, potential new buildings, new civic spaces, a market area and slower traffic patterns.

November 27, 2012
Salt Lake City Council bans demolishing buildings to create parking lots 
Read their lips – no demolitions of downtown buildings to make way for surface parking lots. The Salt Lake City Council on Tuesday evening unanimously adopted an ordinance that outright bans the practice in the commercial district from North Temple to 700 South between 200 West and 200 East. Previously such demolitions had been allowed as a "conditional use."

November 27, 2012
Parking enforcement is necessary, but reliability comes first
There are two aspects of any parking meter system that are critical to its success. One, as Reno officials have acknowledged recently by installing a network of cameras that can be used to monitor downtown parking and will be expanded in the coming months, is enforcement. Few people will spend money to park if they think they can get away with not paying. (The “honor system” is nice in principle but not in the real world. Operators of transit systems that work without turnstiles or gates have demonstrated that.)



November 27, 2012
Easton tweaks budget; parking meters may increase to $1 an hour
Parking meter rates may double next year in Easton as City Council ironed out the final changes to the city's 2013 budget. After Mayor Sal Panto Jr.'s administration offered a fleet of parking proposals over the past few weeks — raising rates to $0.75 an hour or $1 an hour, extending hours, enforcing meters on Sunday — City Council appeared to settle on one at a budget committee meeting Tuesday night.
Effective immediately, through Jan. 1, the time limit will be extended to three hours rather than two in the municipal lots. Parking limits remain as posted for all street parking.

Mayor Robert J. Dolan announced this week that holiday parking hours will be extended in the downtown municipal parking lots only through the holiday season.
Effective immediately, through Jan. 1, the time limit will be extended to three hours rather than two in the municipal lots. Parking limits remain as posted for all street parking.
November 26, 2012
4 Reasons Retailers Don't Need Free Parking to Thrive
A major rationale for the supply of parking spaces in city shopping centers is that customers won't come without them. The anecdotal argument makes sense — retailers believe that most consumers arrive by car and believe free or cheap parking plays a major role in choosing a destination — but the actual evidence is scant at best. A new review of commercial centers in Greater London, released late last month (via David King), concludes that retailers vastly overestimate the role free parking plays in their success.

November 26, 2012
Drivers can now forget excuses
Drivers will not be able to use past ''good behaviour'' as an excuse to try and escape punishment for illegally using disabled parking spaces, under guidelines issued by the ACT government. The ''good behaviour'' claim will also be abolished for a range of other traffic infringements, including stopping in or near intersections, children's crossings, pedestrian crossings or contrary to a ''no stopping'' sign.

November 26, 2012
Sydney parking changes a welcome gift 
Sydney’s inconsistent and arbitrary system of parking fines has long been due for a thorough shake-up. 
As a special pre-Christmas gift, it appears we might just be getting one. Besides being painfully erratic, our city's parking fines are also massively out of proportion to parking crimes. Workers on low pay can easily lose a significant chunk of their day's earnings to just one or two ill-judged parking decisions. 

November 26, 2012
Parkbud – The Ultimate Car Parking Companion
Paying to park is one of the many things in life that mankind has come to just accept — no one likes doing it, it’s not going away but sometimes it’s simply unavoidable. Even if you don’t need to pay to park, sometimes you end up parking so far away from where you need to be that you spend hours trying to find your car later on. The app I’m reviewing today doesn’t do away with paid parking, but it does help with many of the annoyances the world of parking can bring us. 

November 26, 2012
New downtown parking meters to accept credit cards
Parking meters that operate with the swish of a credit card rather than the clink of spare change will soon be popping up on some downtown Omaha streets. The city is taking proposals through the end of next week for the new meters, which will come equipped with their own card reader and accept several types of credit and debit cards. Officials plan to decide quickly on the type of meter and begin swapping them for the old, coin-operated versions by early 2013.

November 26, 2012
Albany sets discount parking rate for downtown garages 
The Albany Parking Authority is offering a discount rate for its three downtown parking garages from Dec. 2012 through March 2013. Drivers can park in the Riverfront, Green-Hudson and Quackenbush garages for the flat rate of $100/month during that period, down from the normal monthly rate of $140.



November 26, 2012
Would You Pay More for Parking for Better Meters, Garage Repairs?
San Rafael city officials might consider increasing parking rates or fines to pay for upgrading meters and improving downtown garages, City Manager Nancy Mackle said in a recent council meeting. Mackle presented a report on downtown in the Nov. 19 meeting that included plans to make parking more convenient. Since their parking department's revenue comes from fees from garages, lots, meters as well as citations, city staff might increase rates and fines to pay for several improvements and upgrades. 

November 26, 2012
Cale America Brings Improved Parking Meter Solution to the Town of Breckenridge Just in Time for Ski Season
Cale America Inc., a leader in unattended parking meter solutions, has been selected by winter sport hotspot, Breckenridge, Colorado, as the provider for the town's new parking meters. Cale's parking meters represent the "peak" of customer convenience. Featuring integrated solar charging, large, back-lit displays, motion-activated night lights, and multiple, fast payment options, Cale pay stations are an excellent choice for any town, but especially a busy tourist and resort town.

November 26, 2012
No-parking buildings affect everyone in the neighborhood 
The "Damaging Portland's livability" editorial of Nov. 16 highlights the problems caused when parking is not provided in new apartment developments. It's worth noting that a lack of parking will not only affect the residents of the proposed apartment complexes, it just as greatly affects the parking for all of the nearby existing residential and business uses. 

November 26, 2012
Hong Kong Parking Costs $387,000 as Cash Moves From Homes
Investors reacting to the Hong Kong government’s campaign to curb home buying in the world’s most expensive market are shifting money into parking spaces, pushing up prices that in high-end neighborhoods can match the cost of two U.S. homes.  The average price of a previously owned parking spot in residential complexes rose 6.7 percent to HK$640,000 ($82,600) in the third quarter, the second highest on record, from the prior three months, according to Centaline Property Agency Ltd. 

November 26, 2012
Times Metro Desk Explains Parking Reform For the Windshield Set 
In today’s edition, the New York Times took a look at parking policy in Downtown Brooklyn. You wouldn’t expect the Times to explore a wonky topic like parking reform with the same depth as Streetsblog’s coverage of the proposal, but still, the article barely hinted at the huge costs imposed by parking minimums. Scarcely a word was devoted to the evidence that parking minimums make housing less affordable, or that they induce traffic and congestion. 

November 26, 2012
Parkmobile Launches Mobile Parking Payment System In Mt. Clemens
Parkmobile USA Inc., a company whose investors include Bill Ford Jr., announced Monday that its smartphone parking payment service has been implemented in Mount Clemens. Customers can pay for parking with their cell phone using Parkmobile’s native mobile applications for the iPhone, Android, Windows 7, and BlackBerry smartphones.

November 26, 2012
City may cut parking spots in Downtown Brooklyn
Downtown Brooklyn residents have a gripe rarely heard from other borough neighborhoods: Too many parking spaces. The City Council is considering a plan that would ease the amount of parking developers are required to build at the residential buildings that are sprouting up in the neighborhood which is bounded by Tillary St., Flatbush and Atlantic Aves., and Clinton and Court Sts.

November 26, 2012
Cracking down on illegal parking in handicap spots
Kerrville police are cracking down on drivers who park illegally in handicap spots. Not everyone needs one. 
"I laughed and asked my doctor if he'd give me one and he said, ‘You don't need it. Walk. It's good for you,’" elderly driver Martha Foy says. But everyone wants convenient parking – driving some people to bend the rules.
"We're not out here to write a bunch of tickets,” Sgt. Mary Krebs with Kerrville Police says. 

November 26, 2012
Parking spots become Hong Kong’s latest investment craze, raising fears of bubble
Investors looking for new places to park their cash in Hong Kong are driving up prices for parking spaces, sparking fears of a bubble in the Asian financial center. Prices for parking spots in Hong Kong are nearing historic highs, the side effect of government curbs to cool the housing market amid worries of overheating following the latest round of monetary stimulus in the U.S. two months ago.

November 25, 2012
Zoo lights attraction a concern for neighbors
The Woodland Park Zoo flipped the switch on its new holiday event called WildLights Friday night. There are 375,000 LED lights on display thru January 1st, but not everyone is excited about the new attraction. Diane Duthweiler is the President of the Phinney Ridge Community Council and lives near the zoo.  She represents a handful of neighbors concerned about the new electric attraction nearby. “The thing we find problematic about WildLights is that it’s a 40 night event. 

November 25, 2012
Brighton trade 'hit by devastating parking charges'
On-street parking fees in London Road doubled in April from £1.70 to £3.50 an hour and from £3 to £6 for two hours. "Quite a few businesses are hanging on by a thread since the parking charges were implemented," said Ann Townsend, chairman of the traders' association. Councillor Ian Davey said he would be pleased to discuss the traders' issues.

November 25, 2012
Oxford begins stricter parking enforcement Monday on the square
The monthlong rollout of the new and stricter parking laws on the Square in Oxford is over. No one was issued overtime parking tickets during that time, but on Monday, it all changes when Standard Parking, the company hired to manage the new and updated parking laws, will begin issuing "real" tickets.

November 25, 2012
CARTA cracks down on parking enforcement
Can you say "crackdown?" The new CARTA-supervised Chattanooga Parking Authority has issued more than 4,800 parking tickets downtown since taking over enforcement responsibility from police a month ago, according to Brent Matthews, CARTA's director of parking. Subtracting Saturdays and Sundays, when parking meters are not enforced, that averages out to just over 208 parking tickets issued every day.

November 25, 2012
Hyattsville boosts parking to drive up business
Hyattsville officials hope a plan to add 176 public parking spaces to the city this month will increase commerce and spur development, particularly along U.S. Route 1. The new spaces will add to the existing 246 spots, which are primarily located in a lot or on the street near the University Town Center on Toledo Road, and in a lot on Route 1 near Franklin’s Restaurant and Brewery.

November 25, 2012
University's neighbors complain about student parking
On a recent stroll in her Westchester neighborhood, Leslie Rittenour watched a dusty white Cherokee with Washington plates wedge its way into a small parking spot on the street in front of her home. Like the two cars it squeezed between — a gray Prius and a beat-up Honda — it had a Loyola Marymount University decal on its windshield. Rittenour pursed her lips as she walked past the cars. 

November 25, 2012
City Takes Up Zoning Changes to Erase Downtown Brooklyn’s Glut of Parking Spots
In traffic-clogged New York City, where parking spaces are coveted like the rarest of treasures, an excess of parking spaces might seem like an urban planner’s dream. Yet city officials, developers and transit advocates say that in Downtown Brooklyn, there is this most unusual of parking problems: There is simply too much of it. 

November 24, 2012
Don’t be tempted to abuse parking spaces for the disabled | Washington State Department of Licensing
The busy holiday shopping season makes finding good parking spots near retailers tough, but don’t be tempted to illegally park in a spot reserved for a person with a disability—even if you only plan on being in a store for a minute. The Washington State Department of Licensing tracks disabled parking credentials more than 300,000 citizens. It is essential for shoppers with disabilities to have access to spots reserved for them. Using a designated disabled parking spot without a disabled parking license plate or placard also may result in an unexpected holiday expense. The fine for this infraction is $250.

November 24, 2012
Holiday break on parking again offered by city
For the 16th consecutive holiday season, the city of Sacramento is offering free on-street parking for shoppers and restaurant-goers in several sections of downtown, midtown and Old Sacramento. On-street parking is free all day weekends, and free after 4:30 p.m. weekdays. The free parking will run through Dec. 26.

November 24, 2012
Scranton's parking meter employees to be shifted again
Scranton's proposed 2013 budget does not contain the six parking meter enforcement/collection positions of former Scranton Parking Authority employees who for the past two months have been working out of City Hall. The absence of those positions in the budget does not necessarily mean the jobs are being eliminated because the intent is to have these employees "absorbed" by the outside firm that now runs the city's parking garages, city officials said.

November 24, 2012
Boston’s Holiday Gifts: Free Meter Parking On Saturdays, Toys For Tickets
The city of Boston kicked off a couple of drivers’ favorite holiday season traditions in Boston this week with Free Holiday Parking and the Toys for Tickets program. Just in time for Small Business Saturday, the city is offering two hours of metered parking for the next six consecutive Saturdays through December 29.   “This year, we’re doing everything we can to promote all our neighborhood business districts have to offer during the holiday season,” Mayor Menino said in a statement. 

November 24, 2012
D.C. implementing parking rules to limit visitor spots, discourage driving
District officials are reserving thousands of on-street parking spaces for residents on weekdays in the city’s most crowded neighborhoods, part of an aggressive effort to limit spots for visitors. The restrictions are a slice of a city strategy to promote bicycling and mass transit while increasing the odds that residents can find parking. The changes, which could affect as many as 10,000 spaces, come as the city eliminates some on-street parking to make room for bicycle lanes and prepares to set aside hundreds of meters for the disabled.

November 23, 2012
Parking enforcement gets new name, duties
Introducing a kinder, gentler meter maid. Spokane officials on Wednesday announced a rebranding of its parking enforcement division. The 14-member staff, which will fall to 13 next year, will no longer be parking enforcement officers, but the My Spokane Parking Services Team. Their 12 tiny vehicles have been rebranded, too, and even advertise them as helpful ambassadors of downtown for those who are lost or have other questions.

November 23, 2012
Practitioner-Engaged Parking and Transportation Planning
I guess it’s true. There are no new ideas. I recently spoke at the Healthcare Design Conference in Phoenix. While waiting in the speakers’ lounge, I struck up a conversation with another presenter. She asked what my topic was (Parking and Transportation Master Planning for Healthcare Campuses) and I asked her what she was speaking on. Her topic was Practitioner-Based Healthcare Planning. I was kind of floored, because I had just been drafting an article based on the same concept, but within the parking and transportation planning arena (thus no new ideas).

November 23, 2012
St. Louis Needs A Moratorium On Surface Parking Lots
Downtown has an excess of parking spaces: in garages, surface lots, and on the street, parking downtown is no problem at all. Yet some building owners seem to think each building needs it’s own dedicated parking. This is what’s done in suburbia, each building placed in the center of the property.

November 23, 2012
Port Authority may bid on Cincinnati's parking contract
The Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority is exploring a potential bid for a parking concessionaire contract with the city of Cincinnati. The city invited bidders to submit proposals by Nov. 26 on a 30-year lease for 2,800 parking spaces in garages and parking lots and 6,000 metered spaces in more than six city neighborhoods. Our print edition covered the pros and cons of the idea this week. 

November 23, 2012
Free parking offer 'mean' says critic
Shoppers have been given an early Christmas present from the borough council after plans for free parking were revealed for the festive period. But borough councillor Ghlin Whelan says Swale council is more Scrooge than Santa, after branding the measures as "mean and miserly".

November 23, 2012
New holiday parking hours encourage shopping in downtown Spokane 
This year the holiday shopping season comes with a perk when you park in downtown Spokane; parking meters are free earlier in the day.  Starting Friday, you can park for free after 5 p.m.  The ordinance will remain in affect through the entire holiday season.  City Councilman Steve Salvatori says it's a great way to encourage people to shop and dine downtown.  He says Spokane has some big-name stores that draw people downtown; like Nordstrom, Macy's and the Apple Store.

November 23, 2012
'Save Our Space' volunteers patrol parking lots to enforce handicapped parking rules
On the busiest shopping day of the year, a group of Phoenix police volunteers patrolled Valley parking lots to make sure shoppers were obeying the law. They were looking for people parked illegally in handicapped spaces.
“A good day is when I patrol for four hours and don’t have to write a ticket,” said Accessibility Compliance Enforcement volunteer Garvin Smith. 

November 23, 2012
Limited Free Meter Parking In City Begins Saturday
The City of Philadelphia offers it’s annual gift of free meter parking to holiday shoppers on selected days and times. And it starts tomorrow. It’s an incentive offered by the city every year around this time to get more holiday shoppers to do their gift buying in Philadelphia rather than the malls. Many shoppers say its a good idea.



November 23, 2012
Long Beach parking enforcement leases three all-electric Nissan Leaf cars 
Long Beach officials hope a new pilot program using all-electric Nissan Leaf vehicles for parking enforcement will lead to a better future for the city's fuel budget and environment.  The city is experimenting with the use of the electric cars to check parking compliance, starting with three 2012 Nissan Leaf vehicles leased from Enterprise Rent-A-Car.  The program will cost $39,600 for one year and is funded through the city's vehicle capital replacement program.  

November 22, 2012
Pittsburgh parking, a short story
Oct. 16: Sunny day. Drive to school for class (usually walk). Struggle to read meter. IMPOSSIBLE! Get help from student with younger eyes. Enter license plate number and get receipt (time: 1:54 p.m.). Go back to car -- ticket on windshield (time: 1:52 p.m)! Oct. 17: Email Dan Gilman, chief of staff for Councilman Bill Peduto, to complain about problems with the meters (second complaint) and the injustice of the ticket. Gilman forwards complaint to David Onorato, director of Pittsburgh Parking Authority.

November 22, 2012
City offers free parking
The City of New Bedford has good news for shoppers - free parking. From Thanksgiving Day thru January 1st, the city offers free two hour parking at metered spaces around the area. If anybody receives a ticket for going over the limit, they can bring a sales receipt for $10 or more from a local business and the ticket will be forgiven.

November 22, 2012
Illinois targets disability parking scofflaws on Black Friday
If you're squeezed for shopping time on Black Friday, don't cheat by using a handicap-accessible parking spot.
The Illinois Secretary of State Police is cracking down on illegal use of disability parking spots on Black Friday. It's the 7th year for the enforcement program. Police will enforce the parking law at several malls across the state, including St. Clair Square in Fairview Heights.

November 22, 2012
Longer downtown parking enforcement denied
Drivers have avoided a plan that would have charged them for parking downtown an extra hour until 7 p.m.
The proposal was pitched as a way to offset losses from keeping three downtown garages open 24 hours a day. In a 19-17 vote, the Board of Representatives rejected the proposal, which would have affected about 700 on-street parking spaces downtown. 
November 22, 2012
Parking issues a challenge, says Mayor
Encouraging people to take public transit or find alternative transportation into downtown is part of the strategy behind increasing parking rates. According to a recent North Bay parking study, monthly parking rates should be equal to, if not exceed transit fares, supervisor of facilities and parking Rheaume Bellehumeur told councilors during the Council Committee meeting on November 19.

November 22, 2012
Some Pittsburgh-area shoppers get free parking for holidays 
Circling the edges of a mall parking lot repeatedly to find a spot can turn the jolliest elf into a grinch, but officials in Pittsburgh and some of its suburbs hope that parking perks lure holiday shoppers to their stores.  Pittsburgh Parking Authority offers free parking in its garages on Saturdays, and some suburban business districts are lessening parking meter enforcement to encourage shoppers to visit small-town Main Streets. 

November 22, 2012
Reno targets parking scofflaws; kiosk cameras to aid enforcement efforts
Reno’s downtown parking kiosk system will maintain its “work in progress” status through the winter as the company behind the system begins to install a network of cameras expected to make parking enforcement possible in the coming weeks. The cameras, which can detect if someone has parked a car without paying, will give Reno’s parking enforcement workers the tools needed to efficiently find parking scofflaws, said John Flansberg, Reno’s director of public works.

November 21, 2012
Olympia council aims to replace downtown parking pay stations 
The Olympia City Council tentatively agreed late Tuesday night to replace the city’s 2-year-old parking pay stations, which cost $725,000, with smart meters at an estimated cost of $683,000. No vote was taken, and the council is expected to make a final decision by the end of the year when it adopts a budget for 2013. But a majority of council members backed the plan, proposed last week by Mayor Stephen Buxbaum. The mayor and other council members have been looking for a way to replace the downtown pay stations, which some customers say are difficult and inconvenient to use.

November 21, 2012
Free Parking on the Grid this Holiday Season 
The City is giving Downtown, Old Sacramento and Midtown shoppers a special treat this holiday season: free on-street parking! Starting the day after Thanksgiving, November 23, through December 26, the City is offering free on-street parking after 4:30 p.m., and free on-street parking all day on weekends in specific locations in Midtown, Downtown and Old Sacramento.

November 21, 2012
Shoppers Rejoice: Philadelphia Is Bringing Back Free Metered Parking On Saturdays For The Holiday Shopping Season
The Philadelphia Parking Authority has once again given Philadelphia an early Christmas gift: meter parking will be FREE city-wide after 11 a.m. every Saturday through December 29. The free parking offer applies to all of Philadelphia’s commercial business districts, including Rittenhouse Row,Old City, University City, Chestnut Hill and East Passyunk, which means you can get your shop on throughout the entire city without the pain of parking tickets.

November 21, 2012
Denver Deploys Parking Angels To Give Away Free Parking
Denver Public Works is giving away free parking for those shoppers descending on downtown Denver this holiday season. Starting Friday, Denver Public Works Right Of Way Enforcement Agents will be distributing $5 ParkSmart parking cards to drivers parking at Denver’s Smart Meters. The agents, called “Parking Angels” will be giving away $500 in free parking through the end of the year.

November 21, 2012
Holiday Parking Blues
A city spokesperson said that for the first time in years, Wilkes-Barre would not be offering free parking downtown during the holidays, and he said it’s not because of the city’s financial problems. However, shoppers we spoke with aren’t buying that, and now businesses owners are scared they’re going to take a hit during the holiday. The wreaths are hanging. The lights have been strung, but something’s not so festive about downtown Wilkes-Barre this holiday season. For the first time in years, there’s no free holiday parking.

November 21, 2012
Oakland Extends Free Holiday Parking To Include "Black Friday"
Oakland is offering free parking days again for the holiday season, and this year, it includes the shopping day known as Black Friday. Last year's free parking initiative was in place only on Saturdays between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Organizers of several "Shop Local" activities in Oakland Friday say free parking will definitely help attract more shoppers.


