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BRIDGING-GAP

Your Transportation Levy Dollars at Work
- Mayor Greg Nickels
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Bridging the Gap
Levy Oversight Committee

MINUTES – approved as amended
Meeting 10
April 21, 2009
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Queen Anne Community Center
Room 1

1901 First Avenue West
Seattle, WA  98119
Public Comments:

Jim Ericksen (First Hill), spoke about the NSF Pedestrian Improvements made along 8th Avenue.  They are wonderful!  Had some follow-up items to discuss – Therese Casper was in attendance and they agreed to talk off-line.
Peter Whitehead raised questions about the QA NSF project.  It had been a topic of discussion on the Dori Monson show.  Therese Casper provided clarification.  SDOT also provided clarification to the Dori Monson show.

Committee Members Present:

Ref Lindmark, Ann Martin, Tom Williams, Chuck Ayers, Jeff Frkonja, Katherine Fountain (CM Drago), Jeremy Valenta, Peter Whitehead
Committee Members Absent:

Barbara Culp, Rick Sepolen, Darryl Smith, Betty Spieth, Christina O’Claire, Dwight Dively, Michael McGinn
SDOT Staff Present:

Anne Fiske Zuniga, Krista Bunch

I. Welcome and Introduction (Lindmark/Martin)

The meeting came to order at 6:35 p.m.

II. Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as presented

III. Approval of draft minutes from January 27, 2009

The minutes were approved.  
IV. Co-Chairs Report (Lindmark/Martin)

· An update was given on a presentation give to the Municipal League on the status of BTG.  Ref, Ann and Krista all attended and were asked to come back in early 2010 to give a 3-year status report on accomplishments, accountability and are we keeping our promises.
V. BTG Queen Anne/Magnolia Neighborhood Update (Krista Bunch, SDOT)
· Map and project list of the Queen Anne/Magnolia District was distributed to the group
VI. Neighborhood Street Fund Update and Discussion (Anne Fiske Zuniga, SDOT)

· Ref introduced the issue, reviewing what had been discussed at the prior meeting
· Anne walked through the proposed process which is similar to what was discussed at the January meeting.  We tried to incorporate what we heard at the last meeting and make improvements to the process.  There will still be challenges, but overall we are pleased with the new process and are hopeful you all will agree

· Tom raised the question of are we moving in to governing vs. oversight?

· Ann talked about the talent that at the table and that it created a good resource for this particular process.

· Committee members wanted to know what would happen if the process failed?  
· Issues raised by the group:

· Who will be doing the scoring?  Who decides final criteria?  How will this match up with the Ped Master Plan?  

· What is the role for the district councils?  Will this conflict with the small project process?

· In the end, the Oversight Committee decided it was comfortable with the proposed timeline

· Chuck Ayers motioned that the committee approve the proposed changes to the Neighborhood Street Fund Process, with established criteria developed before projects are given to the District Councils, before the committee this evening.  Tom seconded the motion, motion approved.

VII. Budget/Economic Update (Dwight Dively, DOF)

· Update was give by Cameron Keyes

· Situation is still troubling
· Working to finalize 2009 mid-year reductions

· Looking at sustainable reductions that will carry over to 2010

· Visible reductions include:  Human services, SDOT, Police, Library hours

· Working with City Council to finalize cuts

· 2010 budget process will be difficult and challenging

VIII. Bridge Program and Capital Projects Update (Grace Crunican, SDOT)

· 2009 will see our Bridge Rehab and Seismic programs get underway
· Three bridge projects will begin in ‘09

· King Street Station work is progressing at a face pace

· Roof work is complete and phase 2 is underway

· Spokane Street project is moving along, 4th Avenue off-ramp project is underway

· Bids for the widening project will go out later this year

· Design work continues on the Mercer Street corridor project

· Efforts to secure final funding dollars are underway, seeking federal grants, and PSRC grants 

· Work is expected to begin in 3Q
IX. 1st Quarter Report  (Fiske Zuniga, Bunch)
· SDOT staff reported 1st quarter accomplishments.  Most of the work will happen during second and third quarters.    

· First quarter financials are on track.
X. Upcoming Events

XI. Closing Comments

Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 21, 2009 
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