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Bridging the Gap
Levy Oversight Committee
October 16, 2012
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
City Hall Board & Commission Room (L-280)
600 4th Avenue South
Seattle, WA  98104

			Committee Members Present:
Ann Martin, Kristen Lohse, Jeremy Valenta, Beth Goldberg, Betty Spieth-Croll, Renee Staton, Seth Schromen-Wawrin, Councilmember Rasmussen, John Coney

Committee Members Absent:  Charles Knutson, Ref Lindmark, Barbara Wright, Allegra Calder

SDOT Staff Present:
Krista Bunch, Peter Hahn, Mary Rutherford

I. Welcome and Introduction (Kristen Lohse, Co-Chair)
· The meeting came to order at 6:05 p.m.

II. Approval of Agenda (Lohse)
· The agenda was approved

III. Approval of draft minutes from July 26,  2012 (Lohse)
· The minutes were approved 

IV. Public Comment
· Four members of the public signed in a spoke in support of greenways and requested more miles and additional funding to help complete the network.  Greenways connect neighborhoods, are cost effective and are an all ages transportation option.  We need to get them right.
· Greenways group has prioritized and worked with their communities to come up with list and it has strong support
· Need alternatives to arterials for both bikes and peds.
· Group is optimistic about moving forward and connecting neighbor hoods.
· Merlin Rainwater
· Bob Emminton
· Aaron Solorzano
· Selena Carsiotis
· Devor Barton
· Nicholas Richter
· Robin Randles

V. Co-Chairs Report (Lohse/Ann Martin)
· Sidewalk project along 35th is going well and it wonderful 
 
VI. City Budget Update (Beth Goldberg, CBO)
· News is better this time around!
· Economy has picked up and Seattle is better off than most
· Seeing an increase in Real Estate Excise Taxes (REET) - $10million
· SDOT is both cutting for efficiencies and adding staff in areas – transit and planning.
· Overall, the budget is in decent shape and we are in a much better place than 3 years ago.


· Councilmember Rasmussen asked for a dialogue with the Greenway Supporters.  He wanted to know if they had a specific ask of the committee.
· The committee acknowledged the huge amount of work that the group had done and appreciated being updated as to what was happening.
· It was important to remember that the city need to find a balance between all the needs and requests – could be a challenging job at times!
· Confirmation that Greenways are included in the BMP update – yes they are!  Important to remember that greenways  are more than just for bikes
· Focus on quality not quantity…don’t’ want a lot of greenways that don’t connect or make sense to potential users.  Would defeat the purpose.
· Committee members wanted to know if the group pursuing potential NSF funding – yes.  
· Need to expand outreach and communication – reach all potential users.

VII. Third Quarter Report 2012 (Krista Bunch, SDOT)
·  Deliverables on track, with exception of Greenways.
· Mary will talk about that in further detail 
· There was a lot work at year end, but all deliverables were met.

· Financials – are currently on-track.
· In good shape, better place than in years past.  Budgets are being met and kept.

VIII. Traffic Management Division Update  (Peter Hahn and Mary Rutherford, SDOT)
· Peter and Mary talked about looking at how traffic managed their BTG workload and giving thoughtful consideration to how deliverables were measured.
· Focus more on outcomes vs. quantity
· Look at what early work can be accomplished as part of the BMP
· Looking at innovate best practices – more durable paint/markings.  What are the tradeoffs?
· Members acknowledged that this fits well with previous discussions and requests
· SDOT was encouraged to look at new ways to measure
· Careful to not lose momentum and credibility at this critical time, but if thoughtful consideration was given could be a really good thing.
· Make sure changes are clear and understandable to the public…need to be clear about what we are doing.
· No matter what numbers are important to the public and to telling the story.
· Think about life cycle costs, longevity of maintenance, and reducing future costs.
· Don’t limit to just one area, look across the board.
· Need to be clear on how we are moving forward, how it all fits together and present how transportation has been made better.
· Another example  - making greenways a multi-year program (ie NSF large projects)

IX. Upcoming Events
· None at this time

X. Closing Comments


Next Meeting: January 31, 2012
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