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Bridging the Gap
Levy Oversight Committee

Meeting 17
January 18, 2011
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Boards and Commission Room
600 4th Avenue

Seattle, WA  98104



Committee Members Present:

Ref Lindmark, Ann Martin, Jeremy Valenta, John Coney, Beth Goldberg, Betty Spieth, Kristen Lohse, Holly Krejci, Councilmember Rasmussen, Beth Goldberg, Renee Staton, David Hiller
Committee Members Absent:  Allegra Calder
SDOT Staff Present:

Krista Bunch, Tracy Burrows, Tony Mazzella
I. Welcome and Introduction (Martin)
· The meeting came to order at 6:00 p.m.
II. Approval of Agenda (Martin)
· The agenda was approved as amended 

III. Approval of draft minutes from October 19, 2010 (Lindmark)
· The minutes were approved
IV. Public Comment

· No one signed up

V. Co-Chairs Report (Lindmark/Martin)
· New Co-Chairs – committee discussed the possibility of new co-chairs.  It was pointed out that a leadership changes can be a good thing.  No one volunteered at this point.

· Press item:  Joel Connelly article
· Committee asked staff to draft a letter laying out what BTG is what it has accomplished

VI. Transit Master Plan Update (Tony Mazzella, SDOT)
· Transit Master Plan development is moving along
· Phase I is concluding

· Work products include a briefing book and evaluation framework

· On-line survey – more than 10,000 responses were received, the survey was targeted and translated, not a lot of outreach was conducted
· Main goals: make recommendations, evaluate social equity, review gaps in the system, accessibility issues

· It is important to know how the county is evaluating service hours and potential cuts

· Questions about overweight busses.  Community members have brought this up to the committee previously.  Overweight buses are damaging Seattle’s streets.  Metro needs to review its fleet replacement process and consider making changes

VII. CTAC 3Update (Tracy Burrows, SDOT)
· 14 member committee is being appointed

· Will make recommendations about how to spend the $20 Vehicle License Fee that was passed by the Transportation Benefit District last fall

· Will also recommend a possible ballot initiative

· Questions:  How will this relate to BTG? 

· There is an opportunity for confusion

· Ref Lindmark and David Hiller will be appointed to the group

VIII. 4th Quarter Report (Krista Bunch, SDOT)
· All 43 deliverables were completed by early December
· Crews worked extremely hard to make their deliverables, between budget cuts and no over time.  
· Year end financials will be available in late February

IX. 2011 BTG Work Plan (Bunch)
· Director Peter Hahn asked to speak to the group with a special request

· He wanted to ask for the group’s permission to potentially use funds from the AAC program in 2011 to help fill a needed gap in filling potholes.  

· This winter had been very hard on our arterials and coupled with budget cuts we were facing some challenges in keeping up with the demand.  Potholes are a serious problem.  

· Peter is requesting to possibly use up to $1 million dollars from the program; may not need to money, but would like to keep the option on the table if needed

· The request would be limited to arterial streets

· Is $1 million enough?  Start small, evaluate and if it is necessary would come back to the group.

· Question was asked about new technologies that were being tested?

· We are currently evaluating some test areas and will know more this spring.

· Would the current budget allow us to divert funding? Yes

· We are currently using nine crews to meet the demand, will take all nine crews to catch up 

· What do we lose out on if this funding is used for this immediate need?  
· We can’t look at this as just a “repair” project, it needs to be looked as a safety project
· Other Work Plan Items:

· Due to budget cuts the work plan continues to shift 

· Will see decreases in deliverables such as: Signal Major Maintenance, Collision Evaluation Program, Curb and Pavement Marking, Sign Evaluation and Replacement, Bicycle Master Plan Implementation, Arborist Services and Landscape Maintenance

· While decreases are being made, we are on track to meet our nine-year goals.  

· Possibility remains that mid-year budget cuts will be necessary again this year.  Will keep committee posted information becomes available

X. Upcoming Events

· Council Transportation Committee Presentation – February 8th
XI. Closing Comments
Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 19, 2011
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