
Project Update

N/NW 85th St & Greenwood Ave N Paving Projects

Construction on N 85th St moves east this summer
The Seattle Department of Transportation is starting work in early June on 
N 85th St between Greenwood Ave N and Aurora Ave N (Phase 3) as part of 
the N/NW 85th St and Greenwood Ave N Paving Projects. Later this summer, 
work will begin between Aurora Ave N and I-5 (Phases 4 & 5). The entire 
paving project covers a two-mile stretch of heavily-travelled N/NW 85th St. In 
addition to paving, the work includes adding or upgrading curb ramps at street 
corners, improving sidewalks and enhancing drainage systems.

What to expect during fi nal three construction phases
• Eastbound traffi c will be detoured off N 85th St and onto N 80th St 

(see reverse for detour routes).
• Westbound traffi c on N 85th St will be reduced to a single travel lane. 
• Traffi c and parking changes to keep people moving on N 80th St, including 

eliminating left turns at Aurora Ave N.
• Multiple weekend closures of Aurora Ave N and N 85th St intersection; partial 

closures allowed weeknights.
• Extended side street closures.
• Short-term driveway and sidewalk closures.
• I-5 on-ramp and off-ramp closures during Phase 5.

Drivers should plan ahead, use alternate routes to I-5 and SR 99, and leave 
extra time for trips.

Schedule update 
Phases 1 and 2 (15th Ave NW to Greenwood Ave N) are complete and 
repaving on Greenwood Ave N is almost fi nished! The entire project is expected 
to wrap up this fall.*
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Intersection reconstruction at N 85th St 
and Greenwood Ave N completed in May.

Installation of a concrete roadway panel 
in Phase 2.

Final asphalt paving in Phase 1.*Note: Some minor work remains in Phases 1 and 2.
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During each phase, eastbound travel on N 85th St will be detoured and one 
westbound lane will be maintained.
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Plan ahead for major detours
SDOT will detour eastbound traffi c to N 80th St starting in early June to 
ensure the safety of drivers, pedestrians and workers within the project 
area. The existing roadway on N 85th St is too narrow to allow two-way 
traffi c during construction.

During construction, you can 
help everyone stay safe by: 
• Driving carefully in construction 

zones and following the directions of 
signs and fl aggers. 

• Following signed detour routes to 
avoid cutting through neighborhood 
streets.

• Using pedestrian crosswalks and 
staying out of designated work 
zones. 

• Always yielding to pedestrians, 
bicycles and other vehicles near 
traffi c circles.

Phase 3 work zone

June - Aug Aug - Oct July - Aug

Eastbound detour

Left turn restriction

KEY
Phases 4 & 5 work zone

N/NW 85th St & Greenwood Ave N 
Paving Projects

SUMMER 2012 UPDATE

Seattle Department of Transportation
PO Box 34996
Seattle, WA 98124-4996

For the latest construction information:

• Email pave_85th@seattle.gov
• Visit www.seattle.gov/transportation/pave_85th.htm
• Call (206) 496-9993 (24-hour project line)
• Look for construction fl yers, distributed regularly 

to nearby homes and businesses

These projects are funded by the Bridging the Gap tax levy 
passed in 2006.
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