
 
 

CENTRAL WATERFRONT 
TRANSMISSION LINE RELOCATION PHASE 2 

 
 
PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Transmission lines that power Seattle have historically been attached to the Alaskan Way Viaduct. Since 2008, Seattle City Light 
has been working to complete the full relocation of these transmission lines along Seattle’s waterfront. The Central Waterfront 
Transmission Line Relocation Project (TLR) must be completed before Alaskan Way Viaduct removal, Waterfront Seattle and new 
Alaskan Way construction. 
 
In 2012, Seattle City Light completed the relocation of a section of transmission lines along the central waterfront, moving them 
to a permanent location underground between Yesler Way and the Union Street substation. Due to changes in the project 
schedule related to the SR 99 Tunnel Project, construction of the final section of the TLR project, Phase 2, was paused. Today, 
Seattle City Light is in the process of permanently relocating Phase 2. This section of 115 kV transmission lines runs from Yesler 
Way to South King Street. See the map below for more details. 
 
CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY 

Construction for Phase 2 began in March 2017 and is expected to last six 
months, with two more months of cable pulling and splicing. The project is 
expected to be complete in fall 2017.  
 
Currently, most of the project area is occupied by the SR 99 Tunnel Project 
and most construction activities will occur out of sight, behind the fenced off 
work area west of the Alaskan Way Viaduct. The most visible work will occur 
at Yesler Way and South King Street. To minimize impacts to vehicle access 
to Colman Dock Ferry Terminal, work will occur at night near Yesler Way 
through June. During night work, work hours are from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m., 
Sunday through Thursday nights. The noisiest work, including saw-cutting 
and pavement breaking, will only last until 10 p.m. There will also be some intermittent impacts to pedestrian and bicycle routes. 
In addition, work will begin at South King Street as early as Tuesday, May 30. South King Street west of Alaskan Way will be 
temporarily closed to vehicles during this work. Work hours are 7 a.m. to 5:30 pm Monday through Friday, with occasional 
daytime work on Saturdays from June through August. Flaggers will be onsite to direct bicycle and pedestrian traffic to the Elliott 
Bay Trail – please follow posted detours. 
 

Detailed information about construction impacts and future night work will be available via email, website updates and fliers. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Construction continues at Yesler Way and will move south towards South King Street. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Project Hotline:  
206-499-8040 
 
Email:  
CWFTransmission@seattle.gov 
 
Website: 
www.seattle.gov/light/aboutus/construction
/cwftransmission/  
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