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Meeting the Budget

By the time the initial plan for the grounds of the 
Alaska-Yukon-Pacifi c Exposition was published on 

November 18, 1906, Olmsted had already reduced the 
size of the area of the fair to accommodate budget re-
strictions. He returned in April 1907 (staying until June 
1907) to work with John Galen Howard, supervising ar-
chitect, to fi ne-tune the design and bring the plan within 
shrinking budget constraints. Fortunately, C. J. Smith, 
Chairman of Buildings and Grounds, succeeded in main-
taining the $380,000 needed for grounds construction.
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distant landscape features for their focus, 
a design principle called “borrowed 
landscape.” Rainier Vista began at 
Cascade Court and drew visitors’ gazes 
to Mount Rainier in the distance. The 
Lake Washington and Lake Union vistas 
featured views of the lakes framed by 
Douglas fi rs. Straight avenues, radiating 
out from the central courts, led to circles 
around which the buildings clustered. 
One sweeping, curved avenue connected 
Nome and Klondike circles (Stevens Way). 

Olmsted reserved a 100-acre tract in the 
southeast corner of the grounds for the 
Park, a forest with fi ve miles of trails and 
rustic benches. He envisioned this space 
as a place of respite from the excitement 
and noise of the exposition.

The Fair That Will Be Ready

Most world’s fairs of this era opened 
on time, but with substantial 

portions of their attractions unfi nished. 
Seattle was intent not to disappoint 
visitors who would travel from afar. 

At the urgent request of the A-Y-P 
Exposition organizing commitee, 

John C. Olmsted returned to Seattle in 
October 1906 to create a plan for the 
Alaska-Yukon-Pacifi c Exposition. Local 
anticipation for the exposition was so 
great that he wrote to his wife that he 
“was interrupted ... by visitors. There is 
naturally a good deal of interest in the 
plan of the exposition, especially on the 
part of local real estate speculators.” 

Olmsted’s fi rst draft extended the 
grounds down to the lakeshores, allowing 
substantial space between buildings in 
order to incorporate as much existing 
forest or undergrowth as possible. He 
returned to the drawing board and 
tightened up the plan. The UW Board of 
Regents approved the preliminary plan 
(see newspaper article below) on November 5, 
1906, and gave fi nal approval to his plan 
for the grounds in May 1907 (see pages 10 
& 12 for comparison with the fi nal layout). 

Olmsted organized the grounds around 
several axes, three of which relied on the 

SPEAKING OF BUDGET
Please join or renew your membership in Friends of Seattle’s 
Olmsted Parks and help support stewardship efforts of 
Seattle’s Olmsted legacy.

      $ 25 individual
      $ 50 supporter
      $100 business

Mail checks to:
Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks
P.O. Box 9884,
Seattle, WA 98109Taxdeductible to the extent provided by law.

Alaska-Yukon Magazine - November 1906  - Vol. II No. 5

John Charles Olmsted (1852-1920) and his cousin and 
step-brother, Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., formed the 

Olmsted Brothers landscape architecture fi rm in 1898, 
after Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr., retired. The father of 
landscape architecture, Olmsted, Sr., is best known for 
his designs of Central Park and Prospect Park in New 
York City. The Olmsted fi rms planned or designed over 
6,000 projects during their hundred years of existence.

Starting in 1903 when he planned Seattle’s Park and 
Boulevard System, John Charles Olmsted and his 
associate partner, James Frederick Dawson, were the 
fi rm’s principal designers working on Seattle projects. 
Olmsted came frequently to Seattle and the Northwest until 
1911. Dawson then handled the clients until the 1940s.

Who was Olmsted?

“The magnifi cent views of Mt. Rainier and 
other mountains and of Lake Union will, 
however, be by far the greatest features of the 
exposition and will be vividly remembered by 
most visitors when the best efforts of architects 
and landscape gardeners have been forgotten.”

 John Charles Olmsted
 Alaska-Yukon Magazine - November 1906


