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New Olmsted Brochure and Capitol Campus Program - February 27

James F. Dawson, Olmsted Brothers, 1934

“...there is no reason why the Washington State Capitol grounds should not be as fine if not
the finest in the United States.”

Please join us for a great opportunity to learn about the important Olmsted legacy of our state capitol grounds from the
experts themselves. Building upon work done by FSOP board members Susan Olmsted, a landscape architect with Mithun,
and Eliza Davidson of Arbutus Design, who prepared the West Capitol Campus Historic Landscape Preservation Master
Plan with its companion Vegetation Management Plan, FSOP members have been working with organizations in Olympia
to create a new Olmsted brochure. The brochure, A Guide to the Olmsted Legacy at the Washington State Capitol, will
be the third in the series of FSOP brochures and will be distributed at a forum on February 27th (see program details
below). The League of Women Voters of Washington, the League of Women Voters of Thurston County, Daughters of the
American Revolution, the National Association for Olmsted Parks, and the Washington State Department of General
Administration joined FSOP in sponsoring production of the brochure. In addition to Susan and Eliza, special thanks go to
Anne Knight, Jerry Arbes, Sue Lean, and Marygrace Jennings for their work on this project.

Olmsted in Olympia:
The Olmsted Legacy at the Washington State Capitol

Educational Presentations and Guided Walk

Saturday, February 27, 2010
9:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Columbia Room (lower level of the Legislative Building)
Washington State Capitol, Olympia

Program
9:45 a.m. Refreshments
10:00 a.m. Welcome and Introductions
10:20 a.m. Presentations (see descriptions on page 2)
11:30 a.m. Question and Wrap-Up
12:15 p.m. Walking Tour of Capitol Grounds led by

Eliza Davidson and Susan Olmsted - Meet
at top of north steps of the Legislative
Building. Tour will last approximately 1 hr.

Transportation
Intercity Transit Routes 12, 13, & 68 to Capitol Way & 11th
Parking available on the North and South Diagonals and in
the upper level of the GA garage at 11th and Columbia. For
additional parking information visit www.ga.wa.gov.
Carpooling: Email friends@seattleolmsted.org to offer or
seek a ride from Seattle to Olympia for the program.

Continued on page 2

Sponsors: Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks  National
Association for Olmsted Parks  League of Women
Voters of Washington  League of Women Voters of

Thurston County  Washington State Society Daughters of
the American Revolution  Washington State Department

of General Administration
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NAOP Board Meeting in Portland

Late October brought the National Association
for Olmsted Parks board of directors to the North-
west, and Executive Director Iris Gestram to Seattle
for a first-hand look at our extensive Olmsted legacy.
The NAOP board convened in Portland, hosted by
Mike Houck of Urban Greenspaces Institute and Bill
Hawkins, whose great uncle invited John Charles
Olmsted to consult on Portland parks - then showed
him around in his carriage named “Jupiter.”

Interspersed with board business, the group was
treated to insider tours of downtown Portland parks,
historic parks citywide, and natural areas, all of which
help to fulfill the vision of the Olmsted Brothers’ 1903
Park and Boulevard System Plan. Although Portland
executed less of its plan than Seattle, the city has
consciously invested in building upon this foundation in
recent years. Mike, a naturalist and greenspace
advocate, and Bill, an architect and history devotee,
provided complementary perspectives on their city.

A highlight of the weekend was dinner at
Arlington Club, where John Charles Olmsted stayed
while working in Portland. The NAOP board mem-
bers met several city officials and civic leaders who
have championed  parks and historic preservation, all
of whom are dedicated to their Olmsted heritage and
its perpetuation. The evening culminated with FSOP
board member Joan Hockaday’s presentation reveal-
ing the personal side of Olmsted’s time in the North-
west. Her talk was drawn from the extensive re-
search she did for her groundbreaking new book,
Greenscapes: Olmsted in the Pacific Northwest
(WSU Press, 2009). Past Seattle NAOP
boardmembers Donald Harris and Jerry Arbes and
their spouses joined current NAOP board member
Eliza Davidson in Portland.

FSOP and Seattle Parks kept Executive Director
Iris Gestram moving during her three days here in
Seattle following the Portland meeting. We showed
her the A-Y-P exhibit, slide show, and walking tour of
the UW campus; the State Capitol grounds in Olym-
pia; Volunteer Park; and the full extent of Seattle’s
Park and Boulevard system. A lecture and reception
at the Klondike Gold Rush National Park rounded out
her visit. Iris, whose background is in public
hortifulture, especially enjoyed FSOP boardmember
Kathy Mendelson’s presentation on plants of the A-Y-
P Exposition. Both the Portland and the Seattle visits
greatly reinforced bonds between the national and
local organizations devoted to the Olmsted legacy and
vision.

Capitol Campus Program Presentations continued

Forum Presentations:

Recollections: Growing Up During the
Construction of the Capitol Group of Buildings

Norman Johnston, author of Washington’s
Audacious State Capitol and Its Builders and
professor emeritus in the College of Built Environments
at the University of Washington

Dr. Johnson will share his recollections of being on
the Capitol grounds when his father, Jay Johnston,
served as on-site representative of the architects, Wilder
& White, during construction of the Capitol Group of
Buildings during the 1920s.

Shaping the Civic Landscape
Michael Sullivan, principal of  Artifacts Consult-

ing, Inc.
Artifacts was commissioned by the Washington

State Department of General Administration to collect
the historical records of the Olmsted Brothers’ firms
work on the Capitol Campus. Drawing from materials
found in national and local Olmsted archives, Mr. Sullivan
will provide a narrative history of the Olmsted Brothers
firm’s work on the campus and explain how it represents
the Olmsted idea of a civic landscape.

Visions from the Past to the Future
Susan Olmsted, landscape architect and associate

architect with Mithun and Secretary of Friends of
Seattle’s Olmsted Parks

Susan served as Mithun’s project designer for the
Landscape Preservation Master Plan commissioned
by the Department of General Administration for the
historic capitol grounds. She will discuss the underlying
Olmsted design of the West Campus of the Capitol, its
evolution over time, and the vision for its future.

Trees on the Capitol Campus: Past and Future
Eliza Davidson, architect and urban forester,

principal of Arbutus Design, and board member for both
FSOP and the National Association for Olmsted Parks.

Eliza consulted with Mithun in developing the
Landscape Preservation Master Plan, and authored its
companion Vegetation Management Plan. She will
speak about the trees on campus and their future needs.
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After months of meetings and deliberation, the 520
Legislative Workgroup voted for the A+ Option for replac-
ing the Evergreen Point Bridge and its western approach.
This option contains ramp connections to Lake Washington
Boulevard, something that FSOP, through board member
Larry Sinnott’s participation in the process, has opposed
from the start. Larry continues to advocate for protecting
the boulevard from becoming a thoroughfare, both because
of the harm that will be done to the Olmsted boulevard
system by its alteration and the damage it would do to
Washington Park and the Arboretum if that boulevard has
significantly increased use as a direct connection to the
rebuilt freeway.

Political wrangling has increased in the past weeks. A
new coalition of organizations who oppose various aspects
of the projects has formed and their impact on the process
remains to be seen. Larry recommends that letters be sent
to City Council members, state legislators, the mayor, and
the governer advocating for protection of the integrity of
Lake Washington Boulevard and Washington Park Arbore-
tum.

The Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact
Statement was released in early February. It is available in
Seattle public libraries and online at www.wsdot.wa.gov/
projects/sr520bridge/sdeis. You can also call 206-770-3500
to order a free executive summary and CD or to purchase a
copy of the entire SDEIS. Informational sessions will be
held at the following locations and times:

• Feb. 16: 3 - 5:30 p.m. at Tully’s Coffee, 8805
Points Drive NE, Clyde Hill.

• Feb. 17: 12 - 2 p.m. at the UW Health Science
Building, I-Wing, Rotunda Foyer.

• Feb. 18: 3 - 5 p.m. at the Montlake Public Library
meeting room.

The comment period for the SDEIS continues until March
8, 2010. Comments can be posted online, mailed to Jenifer
Young, SDEIS Environmental Manager, 600 Stewart St.,
Suite 520, Seattle, WA 98101, or submitted at the Environ-
mental Hearing and Open House at the Lake Union
Naval Reserve Building (860 Terry Avenue North). It will
be held on Tuesday, February 23rd, from 5:00 to 7:00
p.m. Call 206−770−3500 for more information.

SR 520 Update

Parks and Green Spaces Levy Grant

FSOP has applied for a Parks and Green Spaces Levy
Opportunity Fund grant. This grant program was established
by the Parks and Green Spaces Levy that was approved by
voters in 2008. The Opportunity Fund is intended for
community-initiated development projects and land acquisi-
tion. FSOP’s application seeks funding for projects in
Volunteer Park that will protect the view from the Water
Tower; restore the slope on the west side of the reservoir to
recapture lost vistas, improve security, and enhance
sustainability; and restore shrub beds and the tree canopy
throughout the park.

FSOP members have been deeply involved with
Volunteer Park over many years, developing the Olmsted
interpretive exhibit at the top of the Water Tower, the 2005
Vegation Management Plan, and a soon-to-be submitted
Landmark Nomination. Reclaiming lost elements of the
Olmsted design represents an exciting opportunity to further
our involvement in the park.

Grants will be awarded in December, after an internal
review and public hearings that will take place over the
summer and fall.

One of the interpretive panels from FSOP’s Olmsted
display in the Water Tower at Volunteer Park disappeared
last year. A report was filed, but without any leads, there
was not much the police could do. The panel’s replacement
cost is over $5,000, so its spot has remained empty. Happily,
just this month Nancy Cifuentes, Seattle Parks and Recre-
ation, and Charles Jensen, a Parks volunteer, found the
panel while clearing out a bed of daffodils, hyacinths, and
narcissi in the Anne Herrmann Memorial Garden. It was
under a layer of leaves and wood chips. Plans are underway
to reinstall the panel. Many thanks to Nancy and Charles for
finding the panel and their hard work in keeping Volunteer
Park looking beautiful!

Olmsted Display Panel Found!

Volunteer Park Water Tower, May 7, 1930, Courtesy of
Seattle Municipal Archives, Item #30513

Foster Island,
July 1913,
Courtesy
Seattle
Municipal
Archives,
Item #30551
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Board of Directors
Brooks Kolb, President Eliza Davidson Joan Hockaday
Sue Nicol, Vice Presiden Dottie Faris Ray Larson
Susan Olmsted, Secretary Dodi Fredericks Kathy Mendelson
Charlie Sundberg, Treasurer Jim Gail Jennifer Ott

Karen Janosky Larry Sinnott
Kathleen Conner, Ex Officio Seattle Parks and Recreation

Board of Advisors
Jerry Arbes Gretchen Hull Kate Krafft
John Barber Douglas Jackson Duse McLean
Susan Black Nancy Keith Carla Rickerson
Donald Harris Anne Knight Virginia Wilcox

P.O. Box 9884, Seattle, Washington 98109
www.seattleolmsted.org, friends@seattleolmsted.org

Jennifer Ott, Newsletter Editor

Membership Information

Please Renew Your Membership
Address Correction Requested

FRIENDS OF SEATTLE’S OLMSTED PARKS

 The Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks is a 501(C)3 organiza-
tion dedicated to raising the awareness and protection of Seattle’s
Olmsted park and boulevard system. We depend on members’
dues and donations to support our efforts. Dues for individuals
are $25/year and households $50/year, which helps defray
program, newsletter, and mailing expenses.

Historic Seattle Programs - April 12th and 14th

Registration for the lecture and tour is $110/General and
$95/Members (including FSOP members). Preregistration
is required for both events. Call Historic Seattle at 206-
622-6952 or visit www.historicseattle.org/events for more
information or to register.

FSOP is partnering with Historic Seattle to offer two
programs in April. On Monday, April 12th, from 6:30 to
8:00 p.m., at the Rainier Club in downtown Seattle, FSOP
board member Joan Hockaday will give a lecture on the
Olmsteds in the Northwest. Her talk will be followed by a
discussion by fellow FSOP board members Eliza Davidson
and Susan Olmsted about the West Capitol Campus Historic
Landscape Preservation Master Plan.

These two talks will prepare attendees for a second
program, a bus tour of the Capitol campus in Olympia and
Thornewood in Lakewood on April 14th, from 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. The tour will include the campus grounds, the
recently-restored Legislative Building, and the Supreme
Court Building. After lunch at the Falls Terrace Restaurant,
the tour will continue on to the Thornewood Estate in
Lakewood, with its Olmsted-designed grounds. The group
will tour both the reconstructed  Elizabethan manor (trans-
ported to Lakewood from Wales) and the grounds before
returning to Seattle. Registration for the lecture only is $15/
General, $10/Members (including FSOP members).

Capitol Building in Olympia overlooking Capitol Lake
Photo by Susan Olmsted
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