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Learn the Job 

In order to be successful in Recruit School and probation, you need to understand what the    

daily life of a firefighter looks like in any Fire Department. Fire Departments are  all-hazard 

agencies that respond to pretty much anything that does not comfortably fit in the box of the Po-

lice Department or Public works. We have a wide range of knowledge, skills and abilities that 

are needed for the job and daily life. 

We are expected to train daily to keep our skills sharp and to prepare for responses of all types, 

not just firefighting. We train in EMS, pump operation, throwing ladders, conducting search op-

erations and advancing hoselines. We also train developing tactics, the Incident Command sys-

tem, fire behavior and fire dynamics. Any pre-exposure to these subjects would be beneficial 

and increase your chances of successfully completing Recruit School and probation. 

IFSTA Essentials of Firefighting is a national curriculum for firefighter training throughout the 

United States for agencies that test for IFSAC certifications, including Washington. Purchasing 

and reading this text and other IFSTA texts would build a base of knowledge to build from. 

Some of these texts may be available through local libraries. 

There are several video sites available online that have lots of videos to teach you how to com-

plete essential firefighting tasks such as the ones listed above. There are also some that talk 

about Recruit schools across the country and guide you on how to be successful as a new fire-

fighter. Search out videos to watch and learn about firefighting. Some may be available soon 

through the Seattle Fire Department’s YouTube site. 

Another book that is commonly used by almost any public safety agency across the United 

States is the US Department of Transportation's Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG). This 

book enables users to identify general threats posed by classes of hazardous materials that can 

be addressed by first responders of any type. It can be found for free on the internet or pur-

chased in print form for a small shipping fee. 

TIP: Read IFSTA texts such as Essentials of Firefighting or Hazardous Materials for First Re-

sponders. Both are texts used by the Seattle Fire Department in Recruit School and many other 

agencies in their academies. Testing apps are available for purchase through mobile devices to 

test comprehension.  


