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SEATTLE URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION 
Weston Brinkley - Position #3 (University), Chair • Sandra Whiting - Position #2 (Urban Ecologist) Vice-Chair  

Steve Zemke - Position #1 (Wildlife Biologist) • Sarah Rehder - Position #4 (Hydrologist) 
Stuart Niven - Position #5 (Arborist – ISA) • Michael Walton - Position #6 (Landscape Architect – ISA) 

Joanna Nelson de Flores - Position #7 (NGO) • Andrew Zellers - Position #8 (Development) 
Craig Johnson - Position # 9 (Real Estate Broker) • Bonnie Lei - Position #10 (Get Engaged)  

Whit Bouton - Position #11 (Environmental Justice) • Jessica Jones - Position # 12 (Public Health) 
Shari Selch - Position # 13 (Community/Neighborhood) 

 
 
 
April 10, 2019. 
 
 
Mayor Jenny A. Durkan and City Councilmembers 
City Hall 
600 Fourth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98124 
 
RE: Urban Forestry Commission 2018 Annual Report as required by Ordinance 123052 

 
 

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers, 

 

The Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) was established to advise the Mayor and City Council 

concerning the establishment of policy and regulations governing the protection, management, 

and conservation of trees and vegetation in the City of Seattle.  

 

Enclosed is the 2018 annual report which provides a summary of the UFC’s activities. In 2018 the 

UFC continued to work towards a long overdue update for the City’s tree code and other 

associated policies. This past year also saw the important launch of the planning process for the 

update to the Seattle Urban Forest Management Plan. This critical document will be updated this 

year, and include not only improved data, but a comprehensive social and environmental equity 

component as well as a focus on interactions between the urban forest and public health 

providing us with our best guide yet for preserving and expanding Seattle’s forests.   

 

The UFC expanded its ranks this past year, onboarding seven commissioners including members 

for the newly created positions of Public Health, Environmental Justice and 

Community/Neighborhood representatives. The UFC looks forward to continuing to incorporate 
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new perspectives in its work and will be looking for more community engagement opportunities as 

part of the 2019 workplan. 

 

In 2019, the UFC intends to engage more collaboratively through in-person deliberative sessions to 

support development of City policies, plans, and regulations related to the urban forest.  With a 

strong focus on continuing to move the tree protection ordinance update forward and pass the 

ordinance in 2019.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Weston Brinkley, Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cc: Jessica Finn Coven, Nathan Torgelson, Jesus Aguirre, Debra Smith, Mami Hara, Calvin Goings, Sam 
Zimbabwe, Samuel Assefa, Robert Nellams, Urban Forestry Management Team, Urban Forestry Core Team, 
Chris Strader, Stephen Socie, Peter Jeu, Caylyn Rolph-Tate, Aaron Blumenthal, Eric McConaghy, Sara 
Maxana, Yolanda Ho 
 
 

Sandra Pinto de Bader, Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator 
City of Seattle, Office of Sustainability & Environment 

PO Box 94729 Seattle, WA 98124-4729 Tel: 206-684-3194 Fax: 206-684-3013 
www.seattle.gov/UrbanForestryCommission 

 

http://www.seattle.gov/UrbanForestryCommission
http://www.seattle.gov/UrbanForestryCommission
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