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Outcomes of  our  Work



2,500 of 6,410
acres destined for restoration
(5% of City’s land mass)

GSP is active in 
100+ parks



Duwamish 
Greenbelts

• Over 800 acres of public 
land, including the largest 
remaining contiguous forest 
within the City

• West Duwamish GS: Four 
miles long from Pigeon Point 
to Highland Park



seattle.gov/trees/canopycover



seattle.gov/trees/canopycover



seattle.gov/trees/canopycover



W Duwamish: Puget Park





Westcrest Park (Photo: Seattle Parks & TIA International Photography via Flickr)

 Northwest Natural Resource 
Group

 GSP Field Committee
 GSP Management Team
 Parks Proview 
 Nature Consortium (DNDA)
 Urban Forestry Commission
 South Seattle College
 Duwamish Alive!
 Duwamish Tribe
 West Duwamish Trails
 Seattle Audubon
 Mountains to Sound Greenway
 Seattle Nature Alliance
 Plant Amnesty
 Community Orchard of WS
 Broadview Planning

West Seattle Blog
 Tankwise
 Lafarge North America
 Chemithon
 Alaska Marine Lines
 Holcim US
 Sustainable West Seattle
 Seattle Parks Foundation



If urban forests are Not Restored



seattle.gov/trees/canopycover



Maximum height in ~40 years
High degree of “plasticity”
Seed bearing age: 3-8
Distance: 
Several hundred yards
Germination: 
59 to 84%
Survival: 
Full sunlight required for normal 
development

Devine, W. et. al. 2012. Climate change and forest trees in the Pacific Northwest: a 
vulnerability assessment and recommended actions for national forests. Tree species profiles.







If urban forests are Restored



English holly (Ilex aquifolium)





Preferred Alternative
Understory Treatment (UT), 30% Thin, Gap 
Creation/Enhancement:
UT + girdle, inject or cut native trees & replant

GSP will not be pursuing the following alternatives at 
this time:
Understory treatment (UT) only
30% Thin & Understory Treatment 
oCommercially thin alder & maple, gap 

creation/enhancement, understory treatment
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Bigleaf Maple 203
Red alder 113
Pacific Madrone 60
Douglas Fir 48
Black Cottonwood 48
Willow 31
Deodar 24
Cherry Trees 21
Western Red Cedar 17
Black Locust 16

Top 10 failure sites Top 10 failure species
Seward Park 84
Volunteer Park 62
Burke-Gilman Trail 45
Carkeek Park 37
Green Lake Park 36
Discovery Park 31
Camp Long 29
Ravenna Park 28
Westcrest Park 27
Woodland Park 25

Citywide Tree Failures

Protect public safety - Greenbelt vegetation will be managed to reduce the risk of hazards from trees.



Omdal, D and Ramsey-Kroll, A. 2012. Assessing the role of Verticillium wilt in Bigleaf Maple (Acer 
macrophyllum) dieback in Western Washington. US Forest Service/Washington DNR.



Medium-sized, 
reaching 200 ft
Slow grower, late 
seral
Seed bearing age: 20
Distance: 
Average dispersal 
distance is about 150 
to 200 ft
Germination: 
50% or less
Survival: 
40% seedlings die in 
first two years due to 
fungal infection & 
drought Devine, W. et. al. 2012. Climate change and forest trees in the 

Pacific Northwest: a 
vulnerability assessment and recommended actions for national 

forests. Tree species profiles.



West Duwamish GS: Puget Park (Photo courtesy of Northwest Natural Resource Group)





Puget Park 
2017 
• restoration history
• treatment 24 acres
• some steep slopes
• soil moisture/quality
• limited recreation
• replanting 40 acres





Conserve wildlife habitat – Greenbelt vegetation will be managed to preserve and enhance 
wildlife habitat





Maintain buffering and aesthetic value – Greenbelt vegetation will provide visual screening 
between land uses and function as an attractive border to the neighborhoods that surround it.
Mitigate urban pollution– Greenbelt vegetation will trap air pollutants, provide biofiltration of 
water, screen excessive noise, and buffer urban microclimates.



Provide natural drainage – Greenbelt vegetation will be managed to preserve and increase the 
land’s ability to buffer and direct storm water.



Protect soil and water quality – Greenbelt vegetation will be managed to preserve riparian 
corridors and hillsides by preventing erosion and maintaining vegetative cover.



Replanting







Image from Van Pelt, R. 2007. Identifying Mature and Old Forests in Western Washington.



If urban forests are Restored



Join us July 8th Chan 
Center @ South 
Seattle College
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