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BEST PRACTICES COMPILATION - 
CITY RESEARCH
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BEST PRACTICES RESEARCH SUMMARY FOR IDT 
MEETING - TECHNICAL RESEARCH
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MADRONA CASE STUDY CONCEPT PLAN
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LAKE CITY CASE STUDY CONCEPT PLAN
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RAINIER BEACH CASE STUDY CONCEPT PLAN

















O
P

O
P

O

OP

OP

O

P

P
O

OP

O
P

O
P

P
O

OP

OP

OP

P
O

O
P

O
P

O
P

W

W

W

W

WW
W

W

WW
WW

WW
WW

W
W

W

W
W

W
W

W
W

W
W

W
W

W
W

W
W

W

W
W

W

W

WW
W

W

W

W

W
W

WW

W

W

WW
W

W

WW

WW
W

W

WW
W

W

W

W

W
W

OPOP

W
W

OP

OP

W
W

OP

W
WW

W
W

OP

OP

OP

OP

S
D

O
T 

Tr
ee

s 
&

 S
id

ew
al

ks
 O

pe
ra

tio
ns

 P
la

n 
 | 

S
vR

 #
 1

30
40

 

R
ai

ni
er

 B
ea

ch
 - 

R
ai

ni
er

 A
ve

 S
C

on
ce

pt
ua

l R
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
ns

no
te

: b
as

e 
m

ap
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
is

 a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

e,
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

be
st

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
da

ta
 (C

O
S

 G
IS

)

Page 5 of 5

OOP

OP

W

W

OP

OP

W

W

KEEPKEEP KEEPKEEPKEEPKEEPKEEP KEEPKEEP

KEEPKEEPKEEPKEEPKEEP

MAYA’S 
MEXICAN 
FOOD

SALON

KFC/TACO 
BELL

HONG KONG 
SEAFOOD

RED’S 
AUTO 
SALON

ATTORNEY

CLEANERS

VACANT

BEAUTY 
SUPPLY

KEEP / EVALUATE / 
REMOVE

LEGEND
SYMBOL   DESCRIPTION          COST*

SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT @ TREE
assume 30’ (15’ either side of tree); includes air spade, 
tree pit increase, root pruning, soil amendment, gravel

$2,500 / TREE

$45 / LINEAR FOOT

$1,500 / EACH

$1,000 / EACH

$1,000 / TREE

$200 / EACH

$15,000 / CORNER

$5,000 / PROJECT

$750 / TREE

SIDEWALK REMOVAL IN PLANTER STRIP

DRIVEWAY REMOVAL

FUTURE REPLACEMENT TREE
consider replacing with more appropriate species 

CORRECTIVE PRUNING
as needed to ensure health of trees, clearance, sight 
lines, public safety, etc

REPLACE EXISTING/ADD NEW TREE
2:1 SDOT ratio for replacement

SHIM AND BEVEL AS NEEDED

DRAINAGE ADJUSTMENTS
where needed due to curb ramps, curb bulbs, etc

MOBILIZATION OF CREWS

INITIAL ASSESSMENT RESULTS

*Costs are planning-level estimates of ‘hard’ costs (excludes design, permitting, contingency), based on typical 
right-of-way work in City of Seattle. Actual costs will vary.

N/A

N/A

N/A

$20,000 / CORNERCURB RAMP UPGRADES
2 at each corner, as required

P

REQUIRES ROAD 
RECONSTRUCTION

CURB REPLACEMENT OPPORTUNITY
expand planter area; remove/redesign parking; improve 
pedestrian experience and safety
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PUBLIC OUTREACH LEAD
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City of Seattle 
Seattle Department of Transportation 
Trees and Sidewalks Operations Plan 

Public Involvement Summary 
 

 
Overview 
The Seattle Department of Transportation initiated the process for the Trees and Sidewalks 
Operations Plan in January 2014, with the plan finalized in July 2014. Over the course of the 
seven month process, a number of discussions and meetings were held with key stakeholders 
and the general public. This document summarizes the public involvement program that 
supported the development of the Operations Plan.  
 
Public Involvement Plan  
A public involvement plan was established for the Trees and Sidewalks Operations Plan. This 
plan was drafted by the consultant team, reviewed by SDOT, and finalized in February 2014. 
The plan provided detail on the overall Trees and Sidewalks Operations Plan, as well as the 
events and techniques that would be used to inform and engage the public in the process.  
 
Corridor Case Studies  
Three areas of the city were selected for corridor case studies. These areas offered a 
representative sampling of various tree and sidewalk conditions, providing a wide‐ranging 
framework within which to test a new tree/sidewalk assessment process, as well as a palette of 
possible tools to address tree and sidewalk conflicts. The corridors were located in the 
Madrona, Lake City, and Rainier Beach neighborhoods.  
 
Communication with the leadership of these communities began in January. Jennifer Wieland, 
SDOT project manager, contacted the community councils in each location and offered to 
present information at their regular meetings. Jennifer briefed the Madrona Community 
Council, and also presented to both the Lake City and Rainier Beach Community Council 
meetings. These presentations provided meeting attendees with the opportunity to learn more 
about the project, the role of the case studies in the overall Operations Plan, and upcoming 
public meeting opportunities to participate in the development of the Corridor Plan for each 
community.   
 
Seven public meetings were held in support of the Corridor Plans; three in Madrona and two 
each in Lake City and Rainier Beach. Each series of meetings began with an overall introduction 
to the need and purpose for the Operations Plan, the goals for the Corridor Plans, and the 
schedule/key milestones for the process going forward. At subsequent meetings, attendees 
were able to review the assessment process that will be used to evaluate tree health and 
sidewalk conditions, as well as the “toolkit” of available options to both protect trees and repair 
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sidewalks. Attendees were also asked to review and comment on the draft Corridor Plans 
before they were finalized.  
 
The meetings were advertised via postcards, email notifications, and posters placed in 
neighborhood business establishments. Some 1600 postcards were initially mailed in Madrona, 
over 700 in Lake City, and over 1000 in Rainier Beach. Email notifications were sent via the 
Madrona, Lake City, and Rainier Beach Community Councils, in addition to other email lists 
managed by SDOT and varying neighborhood groups.  
 
Attendance at these meetings ranged from 3 to 20. The smaller group size allowed for in‐depth 
discussion and interaction between the SDOT/SvR team and community members. As noted in 
each meeting report, the discussions were both positive and productive, enabling all involved 
to learn from each other. The feedback provided by meeting attendees significantly informed 
the development of the Corridor Plans and greatly benefited the contents of the overall 
Operations Plan.  
 
Website Presence and On‐Line Surveys   
In addition to the public meetings and presentations at the community councils, SDOT 
maintained a website for the project throughout the duration of the planning process.  
 
Presentations with Organized Groups  
In addition to the community meetings held for each corridor plan, the SDOT/SvR team kept a 
number of other groups regularly apprised of the planning process. Seattle’s Urban Forestry 
Commission was briefed on the project.  
  
Stakeholder Engagement Related to the Citywide Operations Plan    
This will be added for the final Operations Plan.  
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