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2010-2011 Seattle Youth Commission year-end report: Education

Goal
* More youth representation in schools when it comes to decision making and issues that directly affect
students
*Bring the youth voice to Seattle Schools so youth can become more involved in education policy decision
making and so School Board members, administrators, and other officials gain a better understanding of what
specific issues affect youth.

Importance
We feel that no one is more affected by education than youth, and no one is less represented in policy
decision-making. Youth representation in education is important because it provides youth with the opportunity
to influence the decisions currently being made by others which affect them most directly.

Meetings
Kacey Guin - Policy Analyst for the Office of Education
Initially discussed the possibility of youth representation on the Families and Education Levy Oversight
Committee

Betty Patu - Director of Seattle School Board
Discussed the idea of youth members on both the Levy Oversight Committee and the Seattle School Board

Wanda Billingsly - Director of Systemic Interventions of Seattle Public Schools
Discussed the aforementioned ideas as well as the possibility of future collaboration with the Student
Governance Council to improve communication between youth and the Superintendent, so that the School
Board and Superintendent Enfield could receive more input from a wider array of youth.

Tim Burgess - Councilmember, chair of Public Safety and Education Committee
Discussed the idea of having youth representation on the Levy Oversight Committee as ex-officio members
and created a plan for proposal.

Accomplishments
* Surveyed Seattle youth to get a sense of their opinions on education and their representation in school
http://www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey EditorFull.aspx?sm=AJ3RVLAvg%2bZBouOIK0X%2fXaEekds3Ffoy5Ibb2%2b0
mM3U%3d

*Worked with Council to secure the appointment of two ex-officio youth members to the Levy Oversight
Committee to be nominated by the Seattle Youth Commission

Next Steps
o|f the 2011 Families & Education Levy is passed, nominate two members of the Seattle Youth Commission to
serve as ex-officio members on the Levy Oversight Committee
*Pursue the possibility of getting youth representation on the School Board
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