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Seattle’s Water Supply Status
June 17, 2009

Our overall water supply situation and 

outlook are good.

Seattle Public Utilities

•Chester Morse Lake taken on June 14, 2009

•Photo Credit:  Lloyd Buster
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South Fork Tolt River

Water Temperature Update

• Unusually warm weather in early June warmed 
reservoir surface water and river water 
downstream of the reservoir

• Easterly winds drove warm surface water to 
depth at the west end of the reservoir

• Warm surface water was entrained in the 
reservoir intakes and warmed further as it 
proceeded downstream

• Although a series of intake gate operations 
moderated impacts on downstream water 
temperature, river temperature targets were 
slightly exceeded for several days 



South Fork Tolt River 

2009 Air Temperature



South Fork Tolt Reservoir



Tolt River

Mean Daily Water Temperature



Tolt River

7-Day Mean Maximum Water Temperature



South Fork Tolt River

Operational Responses
• June 1– 4:  Series of intake gate 

operations to incrementally close shallow 
intake and open middle intake

• June 5:

--Increase release from “fish valve” at 
dam to reduce temperature in upper 
portion of river

--Reservoir release through SCL “river 
return” to reduce temperature in lower 
river and prevent warm surface water 
from spilling through the morning glory 
spillway


