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What is included in this report?
This report includes two sections:

1. Overview of all responses to the on-line 
questionnaire.

2. A full transcript from the online questionnaire 
for each of the 24 neighborhoods illustrated 
in the map to the left.

Neighborhood discussions
In addition to the virtual meeting, the Planning 
Commission also assisted on a series of 
neighborhood discussions in June and July of 2009. 
The Commission and Neighborhood Plan Advisory 
Committee (NPAC) hosted five open house meetings 
that included 24 neighborhood discussions. 
Approximately 250 people participated in the five 
meetings. Please see the Commission’s Summary of 
Neighborhood Discussions for more information.

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the online questionnaire; responses do not necessarily 
represent the community as a whole. 

What is this report?
This report contains responses to an online 
questionnaire sponsored by the Seattle Planning 
Commission as part of the Neighborhood Status 
Check. The Commission hosted a virtual meeting in 
the summer of 2009 including a questionnaire that 
asked participants the same four questions asked at 
a series of community meetings. The Commission 
has prepared a companion report that summarizes 
the in-person neighborhood discussions. The 
questionnaire was developed to gather information 
about whether and how the neighborhood has 
changed in the past 10 years since the neighborhood 
plan was adopted from those who live, work, attend 
school and have businesses there. 

The online meeting allowed an additional 4,576 
participants to weigh in and be a part of the 
neighborhood Status Check process. The charts 
below illustrate the responses by neighborhood 
and by how long the respondent has lived, owned 
a business, regularly visited, worked or attended 
school in the neighborhood.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most pleased about? 
What are you most dissatisfied about?
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Question 1: most of the neighborhood plans were adopted about 10 years ago and are in 
their mid-life. how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was 
adopted, (or since you’ve been there)?

Responses varied greatly throughout the city and within each neighborhood. Some people described 
significant changes in the number of new residents, buildings, businesses, new parks or libraries, while others 
said that nothing has changed in their neighborhood. 

Although responses 
varied throughout the 
city and within each 
neighborhood, very 
broadly speaking, 
respondents were more 
pleased about parks 
& open space, public 
facilities (such as libraries 
and community centers) 
and business districts, 
while they were most 
dissatisfied about safety 
and transportation.

What are you most pleased about?

What are you most dissatisfied about?



Question 3: how well are your Neighborhood plan vision and key strategies being 
achieved? are they still the priority?

Very generally speaking, respondents indicated that their neighborhood plan vision and key strategies are 
being implemented somewhat well and that their neighborhood priorities are mostly still the same. At 
the same time, many respondents are not sure how well the plan is being implemented or whether or not 
priorities have changed.
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Question 4: the city is completing neighborhood plan status reports focusing on 
demographics, development patterns, housing affordability, public amenities and 
transportation networks.  What should there be more focus on (or less focus on) as 
the neighborhood status reports are completed in the coming months? are there any 
important gaps in the draft status report?

Fewer people responded to this question than the other three. 
Again, there was a wide variety among the responses. While 
some people said there should be less focus in the status 
reports on parking, housing or community development, for 
example, others said there should be more focus on these 
topics. 

Additionally, many of the people who responded to this 
question focused more on gaps in their neighborhood plans or 
public services than the draft status reports. no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?

how well are the vision and key priorities being achieved? are they still the priorities?

are there any important gaps  
in the draft status reports?
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Status Check
Transcript of Admiral Questionnaire Responses

The Admiral Residential Urban Village Plan was adopted in 1998 
and includes the Admiral Residential Urban Village. The map 
shows the neighborhood plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to an 
on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. The 
chart shows the number of people who responded.
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194 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

*PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/admiral/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Noise level is up quite a bit with traffic heading down to 
beach and than back up admiral way,.

The noise and traffic is increasing. There are additional 
stop lights needed. Parking is becoming more scarce. 
It is less safe, especially around the Admiral Safeway. 
There are more homeless and crime is up.     Younger 
families have moved into the neighborhoods as boomers 
have retired and moved away. Many of the local parks 
have been upgraded. There are more children in the 
neighborhood now. West Seattle High School has grown.     
More condos have been built where single family homes 
once stood.

Not much has changed at all. There are far more 
townhomes along California Avenue, but not much other 
development. The intersection of California and Admiral 
remains the same. Metro Market is a huge boon, but that 
has been there for more than a decade...

Yes

I don’t know.

more traffic on major arterials. Smaller houses built 
into neighborhoods.  more cars on the streets parking.  
Multiple cars for individual houses parked on city streets.

In general, the management of the traffic lights has 
gotten worse.  Priority has been given to California 
Ave road traffic over pedestrian and side road traffic.  
Response time before the light change typically takes 
1-1/2 to 2 minutes after being triggered either by a 
pedestrian pushing the walk button or by a car on the 
secondary street.  This has been a serious concern in the 
areas where students walk to schools as they often grow 
tired of waiting for the walk signal and will cross against 
the light.  This summer the situation has improved, 
however, at the intersection of California Ave and SW 
Charleston St., where the signal change appears to be as 
responsive as it was 10 years ago.

More development, specifically, loss of beautiful older 
single family homes replaced with rows of townhouses

It hasn’t changed much...

More density near transit, quality of construction is a 
problem.

Parking on our residential street has become a problem.  
People who don’t live here or are not visiting neighbors 
park in front of ours and neighbors’ houses for extended 
periods. (hours or occasionally days).  Redevelopment 
projects often seem too dense for the surrounding 
infrastructure, and the developers don’t seem to incur the 
expense of upgrading the infrastructure to support their 
development.

More traffic & parking problems

The business district has seen some changes. Some new 
exciting businesses as well as some empty storefronts. 
I’ve noticed that there are a few homeless people now - 
did not see any when I moved in.

I knew little about the plan until recently though I have 
observed many if not all of the changes listed in the 
plan and am thankful for the improvements.  I do think 
more can be done to address pedestrian safety and the 
feel of the neighborhood as you walk through certain 
areas, particularly the area indicated as the urban village.  
Many street crossings depend on pedestrians to push 
the cross button to get the walk signal and I am often 
just approaching the intersection and don’t get the walk. 
I also think there could be more cross walks along the 
north side of california, traffic circles or speed bumps 
to slow cars on busier side streets, better visibility/
management of traffic in and out of business parking lots 
- in general, cars seem to be favored more so than foot 
traffic.

I have noticed many improvements within the 
urban village area. I have not noticed such drastic 
improvements outside of that, but I like it like that. I do 
not like how a lot of new houses tend to be ultra modern 
in design as it tends to make the neighborhoods seem 
less linked. traffic congestion has worsened, and crime 
seems to have increased as we have become much 
denser in this area with the developments of a lot of new 
condos. I have lived in this area all of my life and would 
like to see it keep it’s charm and uniqueness.

More traffic, West Seattle Bridge congestion.

It hasn’t changed.

Increased traffic, more high density housing, better 
shopping/food options

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

admiral

Somewhat.  New traffic dividers on Admiral, Hiawatha 
Park lighting.

Fewer families, less diversity overall in re: businesses, 
people, and activities. Traffic increases, less transit now 
and future projects (monorail, nothing real from Sound 
Transit). An overall a decline in the ephemeral qualities of 
life.

Population density has increased and traffic has 
increased.    An assisted-living development at 2326 
California Ave was added to the central Admiral District. I 
think this was a mistake in the planning of our community 
it is out of character for the district and has essentially 
capped a large portion of district development to what 
otherwise might be more fitting land usage.

Traffic has increased dramatically. More crime - car theft, 
break-ins in particular. More community events - parades, 
Hiawatha concerts and activities. More litter.

There seems to be an increase in traffic, lack of parking 
and a lot more litter.

Increased multi-family/clustered housing. Increased 
number of restaurants. Improved parks (Hiawatha and 
Schmitz). Single-family owners have been upgrading the 
existing housing stock.

Slow, but steady growth along California corridor.

There have been old homes ripped down and new ones 
built. Alki for example, is now very overrun with all the 
huge condo’s there. And I find that the homes that are 
replacing the old ones are simple not to scale when 
it comes to the property size. I find that the charm 
Admiral used to have is dissappearing and much to 
my chagrin we are well on our way to becoming an 
eastside suburb.  In general I find that the merchants, 
especially in the admiral junction should take better 
care in picking up litter, and that generally goes for any 
metro bus station on the admiral route. Trash receptacles 
should be provided.   I am not pleased about the mega 
apartment building in the junction either. Again, the scale 
is overwhelming and doesn’t do much for the folks that 
have been calling this place home. It rips out the soul of 
what we had left. America Generica.

More construction and traffic

Best changes:  Upgrade of the Admiral branch of the 
Seattle Public Library; development on the parking lot 
across from the Admiral Theater preserving parking and 
good street-level feel for pedestrians.    Worst change:  
Way too many really, really ugly townhouses and infill 
single family homes.  (ESPECIALLY those from Omni 
Construction.)  See the townhouses on the southeast 
corner of SW Atlantic and California Avenue SW for a 
particularly egregious example.  Why can’t we get more 
like the North Admiral Lofts (just north of the northeast 
corner of Palm Ave SW and California Ave SW), or the 
Portola townhouses (on the east side of the 2000 block 
of California Ave SW)?  Obviously, some developers are 
doing a good job -- turn down the plans from those who 
are not.

More condos and townhoues. Addition of Bartells was 
nice.

Crowded with big, ugly apartment buildings.  Condos etc.

higher housing prices; seems to have increased 
population

I have been living here for 2 years now and mostly, I feel 
that it has stayed the same. That’s not a bad thing since I 
think it’s a nice place. I was here when some of the work 
was being done outside Lafayette Elementary and I think 
that just added to the nicer feel of a neighborhood being 
kept up, which is especially nice right outside one of our 
public schools.

Wider selection of goods and services. Plan-backed 
pedestrian and safety improvements.

There seems as if the level of crime has increased in 
the six years that I’ve lived in this area.  However, I 
still feel relatively safe, and think that it’s an excellent 
neighborhood in which to raise my two children.

Single family houses being replaced by duplexes and 
apartments.

Car traffic has increased as have the way traffic is 
handled such as the elimination of parking on Admiral 
Way westbound just before the California intersection.  
Some sidewalk improvements have been made but 
am surprised by the area around 47th and Stevens that 
doesn’t have any curb cut or sidewalks.



admiral admiral

11

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

street improvements, improvements to buildings, 
new tenants in the Admiral junction....noticed that the 
demographics are changing - more families and less 
elderly neighbors.  Also, more family oriented businesses 
have moved in as well as family oriented events.

Seems as though it has made improvements in open 
spaces, parks, and rights of way.

Traffic on our street (and parking) more congested -- 
seems like people park here to take the bus.  This seems 
reasonable to me -- I don’t own the street in front of 
my house.  We’ve had a couple of block parties and I 
feel more of a sense of community.  This is also very 
much apparent as a result of the west seattle blog.  Our 
particular street (2300 block of 47th) is aging; many fewer 
kids.  I’d prefer more variety.

I have only been here about a year, seems like more 
businesses are opening

Loss of classic homes and buildings proportionate on 
land parcels to cheap boxes crammed onto every inch of 
land parcels with little to no parking for the additional 
vehicles.  Traffic jams on Admiral and California most of 
the day.  Improved sidewaks and accessible crosswalks.  
New readable street signs.

Since moving here just 2 years ago I have noticed a 
significant rise in crime (house/car break ins) and even 
more so, have seen a drastic change in the people that 
hang out on Alki Beach, from families and couples to 
groups of, for lasck of a better term, thugs, loitering 
around, making their cars vibrate with such loud music, 
and generally make me feel uneasy when strolling the 
beach.

Have witnessed enhancements to local parks (namely 
Hiawatha).

The Hiawatha park has gradually had updates but very 
gradual...slow.  However, the improvements are MUCH 
needed so appreciated.  Also, the traffic has worsened 
on side streets, like Walnut ave behind the West Seattle 
High School where people seem to go around the main 
California to avoid traffic.  I do enjoy that not too many 
high rise apartment complexes are in the Admiral area 
like they are closer to the Alaska Junction.  How do we 
keep them away?

We lived in the North Admiral neighborhood from 1987 - 
2008 (20+ years) and recently moved just down the street 
to the water tower.  During the span of 20-years, we have 
seen many new development sites (some of which are 
good, however, some of which are just boxes put up).  We 
have also seen the traditional family neighborhood grow 
in density with multi-family units embedded within long 
established single family dwellings.  There seems to be 
exceptions made for some areas that are not consistent 
with others.    While these neighborhoods have seen lots 
of changes toward density, their is no planning for traffic 
congestion.  A true testiment to this was when we had 
the earthquake (several years ago) and the viaduct was 
shut down.  This added several hours on to each persons 
commute, knarled traffic and only one way out of West 
Seattle.      While we address denisity, we need to address 
traffic flow and it is not the solution of putting bike paths 
down major arteries, which causes even more stress on 
traffic flow.  Where it used to take 10-minutes to get from 
one end of West Seattle to Fauntleroy it now takes 20+ 
minutes for the same commute.

Significant development of multi-family residential along 
California Ave.

I am right in the middle of an “urban village”, what used 
to be a lovely neighborhood block is now town houses, 
condos on one side of the street, our homes on the other, 
we are not zoned the same.  The concerns about urban 
villages were: parking infrasructure, schools, etc.  All 
of these concerns have been realized.  Folks buy their 
townhouses with the tiny parking spaces, they have 
two vehicles, where do they park?  That’s right, in front 
of our houses, as well as the theatre, restaurants, etc.  
Some use our street as a park and ride.  There have been 
many changes, obviously, I am not happy.  So many cars 
they now park on our street and have moved to the next 
street over.  I would not say the townhouse dwellers are 
neighbors in the literal sense of the word, for we never 
see them, only when they park in front of our homes for 
the weekend, evening, they never look or acknowledge 
us.

Yes,  there are many more children in the North part of 
N. Admiral.    We need more services and planning for 
them.   In fact,  even with all the assisted living facilities 
in the area,  there are almost as many children  (9.7%) 
as senior citizens living in N. Admiral,  according to the 
neighborhood survey.

Some improvements to streets/sidewalks/lighting/parks.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

admiral

Higher density along the california Ave cooridor and in 
the Alki area.

Overall, I think it has improved; the property values 
obviously have been major instigator in that.

At least in my immediate block, it’s gotten much 
younger; when we moved it in was almost all seniors, 
now we have a lot of young families. There has been 
some improvement to the shopping/business area around 
California/Admiral...though not as much as we would 
have liked to see in 10 years.

The population density has increased a lot (urban village, 
bad).  The vehicular traffic has markedly increased (bad).  
People are putting money into their houses (remodeling, 
good).

Changes have been good, but parking is scarce.

I’m noticing more and more condominiums in the 
area, but not as much as some places like Ballard. 
Although I’d like to see sprawl be curtailed by more 
dense city dwellings, we need to make sure we have the 
transportation infrastructure to accommodate the influx 
of people. Metro’s Rapid Ride may be one part of the 
solution, but right now that doesn’t come to this part of 
West Seattle, as I understand it’s projected configuration. 
We’d better be lobbying for several types of mass transit 
to accommodate the extra people, otherwise it’ll be a 
traffic gridlock just like Ballard has now become.

There are fewer taverns and more grocery stores.  I would 
like to see Trader Joe’s in the area.  I think the parks are 
wonderful and I think the Admiral/Alki area is the best 
place to live in Seattle.

I did not know of the neighborhood plan before moving 
in, and it might be on track. I use transit to get around so 
those portions of the plan have not had a large impact 
on me, but I wish I did know the focus of development 
before moving in. I am not against family-centered 
development, but West Seattle is too difficult to get to 
from other parts of town to not have its own night life. 
I love the Admiral theater and am okay with the local 
restaurants, but the city seems content to let some 
bars go off the deep end (yen wor) and restrict others 
too much to be any fun. where is the middle ground?    
For other aspects of the plan I do love the parks and 
protection of green spaces and love to volunteer for 
community service events in my neighborhood, it is great 
to get out and do things to make a difference locally.

Many older homes torn down and replaced with 
townhouses. Home based businesses fined by city.

More townhouses have been built.  There has been 
moderate turnover in retail businesses.

Lots of construction of townhouses and condos  Small 
businesses moving in to the “village” with few being 
able to stay open for more than 3-5 years  Currently, a 
lot of empty store fronts with some being converted 
to new business types  Some street and greenspace 
improvements, but continuing issues with aging storm 
sewers

Too much development with demolition of single family 
homes and building of town homes - mostly along 
California Ave.  Appreciate the urban village development 
with parking garages, updates to grocery stores.  Looking 
forward to Safeway remodel with living space above 
grocery store.  Appreciate updates to Hiawatha Playfield/
Park and West Seattle High School.  Also appreciate 
sidewalk updates.

My sense from viewing this status report is that Admiral 
has grown from a largely “adult” community to one in 
which many, many young families are raising children.  
When we moved here in 2005, we were told that West 
Seattle was an “older” part of Seattle - that mostly senior 
citizens lived here, etc.  Having had 2 children while 
living in this community and raising them as a full-time 
mother, it is evident to me that there are a lot of children 
in Admiral.  It’s time to start acknowledging that fact 
and perhaps shifting our focus to engaging our younger 
citizens and families, particularly if we want to maintain 
our “village” appeal.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

More focused development of greater density housing.

last 3 years--has not changed very much.

I have only lived in the neighborhood for one year, but I 
love the close proximity to services (grocery store, coffee) 
while maintaining a vibrant neighborhood/small town 
feel.  My neighbors who have lived in the area longer are 
constantly pleased with how well maintained our street 
(37th ave sw) has been.  In the past year, I must say I 
agree.

Old, family houses torn down and du, tri or even multi-
plex apartments put in their place with accompanying 
increase in noise and traffic.

I like the neighborhood and the activities offered at 
Hiawatha.

my alki neighborhood has changed drastically.  they have 
allowed townhomes to be built where the only access is 
the alley.  our allies and streets are too narrow to have 
so many new cars parked and driven on. this satuation 
is ruining the quality of life of the people who have lived 
here as I have for over 40 yrs. our mayor is all wrong with 
his idea of massive townhouses, condos etc without ever 
addressing the impact this has on our roads or streets.

The Admiral neighborhood has transformed signifigantly 
in the last 10 years. I have seen old businesses be replaced 
by new ones, most for the better. All but 4 residences on 
my block have transitioned owners at least once.

denser population  more multi family dwellings  larger 
single family housing  large new homes disguised as 
remodels  more use of the parks  mroe litter/grafitti

More retail has been added.  More multi-family dwellings

Parks are improved - Daylighted stream in Schmitz 
Park.  Hiawatha Park has improved playfield.    Traffic has 
increased.  Especially on Admiral and on California!

I have seen improvements, including the renovation of 
Madison Middle School and wonderful new businesses 
centering around California and Hinds. The burned out 
Shucks is now a mostly empty retail center. Some new 
townhouses have been added along California, though 
a four-stories is a little excessive. Crossing Admiral 
continues to be a risky venture. Crossing at 47th has 
improved, but seemingly to the detriment of the crossing 
at 49th. The new pedestrian signal at Admiral and Olga 
allows me to cross off of Admiral and bicycle along safer 
streets.

There have been many incremental changes, like 
improvements to Hiawatha Park, new totem pole at 
Admiral Viewpoint Park, newly paved roads with new 
median plantings on Admiral, some development in 
the District, some projects proposed, an increasing 
population, but not wholesale changes like in other parts 
of the city.

more parks but less upkeep of those parks (especially 
Schmitz)  Much more traffic and less parking.  Many 
streets clogged with parked cars.  Multiple inhabitants in 
one house/no garage.  Road conditions are terrible.

More multi use residents.

Population density has increased.

Doesn’t seem like a whole lot to me. The restaurant 
scene is somewhat more interesting with the addition of 
Mission, Circa, and now Porterhouse and Brickyard. Other 
than that, just as I remember growing up in it.

Variety of retail has increased.  Parking more confusing 
and some of the traffic patterns seem negative to assist 
traffic flow.

The library was improved. Bartell’s went in. Trees were 
planted along Admiral. Schmitz Park was improved. 
Hiawatha playfields are being improved. It continues 
to be a lovely walking neighborhood, with close-knit 
neighbors who look out for each other. It is a wonderful 
place to live and work.

There has not been much change in the Admiral area in 
the last 10 years.



admiral

14

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

admiral

Too many condominium and apartment buildings are 
overtaking single family housing to the detriment of the 
neighborhood’s small town feel, which is the first phrase 
in the Vision statement.  I don’t know anyone for whom 
condos and apartments conjure images of the ideal 
American small town.

We have seen improvements in the roads and tree 
planting in the medians. We also have a new totem pole 
at the Admiral Viewpoint. We have also seen houses torn 
down and replaced with unsightly townhouses

It has improved.  Buildings and streets are taken care of 
and things seem cleaner

Increased population density, and significant increases 
in traffic on Admiral Way.  Some growth in commercial 
sector, and more diverse retail offerings.  Increased traffic 
on Admiral is accompanied by less civility - more rude 
behavior and higher speeds.

More new and bigger buildings and residences--some 
good, but some bad that don’t fit with the surroundings.   
Parking is worse and traffic isn’t very pedestrian friendly 
on Admiral except where there are signal lights.  Some 
new open space, but I have yet to see anyone at the new 
park on Admiral where old substation was.

Some of the projects have been completed or are under 
way, i.e. Hiawatha Play Field resurfacing.

All the affordable stores at the Junction are gone.  
Parking is a disaster - most people living in the condos 
have 2 cars - one is parked in the parking lot the other is 
parked on the street - there is no parking - I hate going to 
the west seattle junction - there is no parking.  The traffic 
on Admiral Way is terrible - cars waiting for the light at 
admiral & California are gunning their engines past my 
house - the air is horrible.  My brother from Lawrence, 
Kanses when he comes to visit me says “how can you 
stand the noise and the cars”.  In 1973 I used to say to Cliff 
Portman, Margaret Fleek, etc.  when you approve all the 
condos down the beach - admiral way will be a disaster - 
“Oh Marion don’t worry about it - it will not happen - well 
is has!  West Seattle has gone to hell!

Loss of businesses, then neighborhood businesses 
remerged.  Unfortunately the businesses (WS Junction) 
that are opening seem to be bars that increase nightly 
activities and drunk & disorderly conduct well past 
midnight. Please stop building or allowing the building 
of those ugly duplex/townhomes that are not pleasing to 
the eye - you know, the ones with fake garages that face 
each other, but no car could ever fit into?  Apartments are 
going up every where and what was once a really stable 
community is now becoming transient.   This is bad for 
school quality, home values & crime.  There seems to be 
higher crime, especially property crime.  Very congested 
streets & parking.  Public transportation not what it 
needs to be to support all the apts. and influx of people.  
New grocery stores are coming in, which is good, but 
they are all higher end, not top foods, etc.  Glad to see 
Hiawatha getting a much needed facelift and also the WS 
golf course.  Madison/WS High buildings are beautiful, 
but would like to see some substantial focus on what 
is happening inside those buildings - better education 
needs to happen.  Alki is still beautiful, but we hardly ever 
visit in the summer due to crime and non-locals.

Well, I’ve only been here 2.5 years so it hasn’t changed a 
whole lot... I appreciate how the businesses on Admiral 
and 42nd are picking up and that there are improvements 
at Hiawatha. It seems like there is a lot of tagging but 
generally I feel safe here. My neighbors are nice and I 
think it’s a great neighborhood.

More condos and townhouses along California. More 
vibrant small businesses than a decade ago.

The change has been slow however there has been 
generally positive change (Street trees, park upgrades, 
etc..).

Not much, since I’ve only been here a couple years. There 
has been some business turnover.

Addition of Metropolitan Market, some smaller 
businesses going away, a few new commercial entities, 
alot of newer condo’s / town homes

Businesses are being driven away due to lack of parking, 
and commercial / retail development.  Also there are way 
too many townhomes / apartments going up, which just 
add to the congestion.

Increased population, old single family homes being 
razed to build multi-unit townhouses, improved 
sidewalks
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The Admiral neighborhood has changed in the last 
decade with more “dense” housing.  Increased noise 
pollution, increased crime, less parking, a tremendous 
decrease in public school performance, speeding cars, 
and at times less civil people.

Home values have exceeded that of which is stated in the 
overview by a long shot.  There has been a huge boom in 
empty condos and townhomes built on California Ave.

Growth has continued along the Admiral and California 
corridor, bringing more quality restaurants like Circa while 
some of the better older ones like Admiral Pub and Yen 
Wor have continued to do good business. Moderate crime 
still exists in the form of graffitti and breakins.

There has been a great deal of “in-fill” from replacement 
of single family homes and small apartment buildings 
with townhomes and condos.  We have lost parking areas 
in and around the primary business area in the Admiral 
Junction.  Overall, the change has been positive though.

Bartell’s uinderground Parking lot was added - not sure 
how much it is used.

I really can’t say, because I’ve just moved to this 
neighborhood

I’ve only lived in the admiral district for a year and a half.  
I’ve seen a handful of businesses, mostly restaurants, 
close, which was disheartening.  But, there seem to 
be new ones opening as well.  I enjoy the parks and 
greenspace, particularly schmitz park, and enjoy the 
community activities such as the city streets festival.

I am defintely seeing growth changes.  I’m excited for 
the increase in density along California Avenue in the 
Admiral area, and am looking forward to that providing 
opportunity for more commercial attraction in the 
immediate area.

There are more children in the neighborhood.  We 
purchased our first home in this neighborhood and I don’t 
believe that would be affordable if we were buying our 
first home today.

Not much, I noticed that we have lots and lots of children 
and the play area for the children is small and insufficient.  
Upgrades would do really nicely for all the people who 
live here and come here to play.    There are upgrades 
planned for the track field, but the upgrades need to 
extend beyond that.

More home remodels - more restaurants.

It has changed a bit.  We have new townhomes on 
the northern end of California, the new retirement 
community in the Admiral Junction, and some updates to 
Hiawatha Park.  But, otherwise, not much has changed.  
I’d love to see more boutique shops come in and stay.  
Unfortunately, the rough economy has more leaving than 
coming right now.

Resurfacing of Admiral/California, Hiawatha playfield 
getting reworked, a few more restaurants have been 
appearing (along California, ie - Bohemian, Ovio Bistro, 
O2, Beato, Prost), but would still like to see better choices 
within the Admiral junction itself.

More townhouse units increasing the density and using 
up street parking.  Library has been restored.

It looks as if the house values have raised, the amount of 
townhomes has increased, the people are mostly married 
w/ children, etc.

Lots of new condos.  More new condos than I can count.

Since I’ve lived in the neighborhood, the population has 
increased dramatically and so has the traffic.

There has been a lot of growth, more condo’s and 
multiple resident housing.  Influx of small businesses in 
the community.

I have lived here for one year but prior to that I 
lived on Harbor Avenue near Salty’s at Harbor Park 
Condominiums. Admiral has benefited from funds to 
upgrade infrastructure, the library and parks. I see more 
vacancy in retail due to the economy. It would be great 
to see these spaces fill up especially the space that has 
been vacant for so long - west and adjacent to Debbie’s 
Cleaners. My neighborhood on Olga Street strives to 
be all inclusive and aware of all that is going on in the 
neighborhood.

I’ve noticed business turnover (mostly for the better). 
Seems like the neighborhood demographic is changing 
a little as new families move to the area. There are kids 
everywhere these days (yeah!).    The neighborhood is 
on its way to getting greener with more street trees and 
landscaping in the planting strip. Traffic volumes seem 
higher, particularly on summer nights. I appreciate the 
recent investments in parks (Hiawatha) and playgrounds 
(Lafayette).
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New sidewalks near Hiawatha, new crosswalks by 
Lafayette school.  New Admiral meridians.

More graffiti, drug dealing and loitering in the safeway 
parking lot in daylight.  Excessive litter in the plantings 
in the right of ways(parking strips) very dirty looking and 
claustrophobic when overgrown.  I would rather see cut 
grass or just concrete as the litter and street dirt do not 
hang in it.  I feel the Admiral business district has suffered 
with the reduced parking.  I do not stop and shop or eat 
out as there is never any parking.

More gentrification less walkability. bad parks

Better outreach by Admiral Neighborhood Association.  
Speeding and damage along Admiral has not improved.

More businesses have closed, empty lease space.

More residents and housing. More traffic.

More multi family homes has really changed the 
neighborhood.  We have more people living on our street 
due to all the new townhomes and parking has become 
more of an issue due to this, and the businesses along 
California.  I am encouraged by higher density however 
I am discouraged by the lack of improvement or options 
we have in this neighborhood for alternative modes of 
transportation.  West Seattle is has few options besides 
buses.

More development which I see as a good thing - infill is 
critical to me (single family homes are passe in cities). The 
neighborhood is more energized than when I first visited 
and lived here, now I am a homeowner here and I am 
for more mixed use developments, more infill and more 
affordable housing. The influx of small businesses is great.

My neighborhood has grown and developed far beyond 
what sevices can provide. Please stop or slow down 
growth. Every single home that is torn down, a new 4-8 
unit townhome goes up. This is ruining the neighborhood 
and causing severe traffic problems. Alki is completely 
ruined with the huge condo buildings that have gone up 
over the years.

More townhouses, some megahouses currently fewer 
small businesses present with empty storefronts(likely 
due to economy)

More small locally owned businesses, more families with 
children, much higher property values (and therefore 
taxes).

House values are definitely more!  Also more townhouses 
and density.

Yes.

More condos and townhouses as well as new businesses. 
All of this means more traffic.

We just moved in this June ‘09, so no changes that we 
have noticed.

More townhouses along California ST. and more traffic on 
all streets.

Neighborhood businesses have come and gone. Parking 
and traffic have remained a consistent issue, and I think a 
lot of people who would regularly frequent the businesses 
on North Admiral do not know that there is a parking 
garage by the Bartell Drugs.

Improvements in eating establishments, shopping and 
businesses.  Several restaurant/business locations which 
have been vacant for several years which I would like to 
see reoccupied.  Alki area seems much more crowded 
and out of control with misdirected youth at night time: 
it is uncomfortable to visit after dark alone and would not 
consider doing so with my children.

The condo development has been intense.  It has 
been sad to see the density of the neighborhood 
increased so dramatically.  It has changed the feel of 
the neighborhood, as well as usability.  It is harder to 
park, more crowded, and less pleasant.    It also feels like 
quality of living crimes, such as graffiti, have increased.  
I actually live closer to Alki, and while the summer 
definitely produces the worst of it, it is sad to see our 
neighborhood full of loud, drunk groups of teenagers 
and adults harassing passersby and leaving garbage 
everywhere.
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The biggest change has been the construction of the 
Admiral Heights assisted living facility and the Bartell’s/
Condo. This resulted in a loss of parking, or at least 
the immediate appearance of a loss of parking -- now 
available in the Bartell’s garage and not immediately 
visible from street level. Many people think we have lost 
parking because they don’t know about the garage.

More density, more traffic, less parking

I’ve noticed the beautification of California Ave and 
Admiral Way east of California Ave.  I’ve noticed 
interesting small businesses opening up.  Some larger 
townhouse developments have replaced smaller 
residences as well.

Businesses have been in transition - more in, more out  
New development

Have not lived here long enough to notice.

The retail area in Admiral has really developed, with 
many more restaurants, shops, stores, etc. Also, more 
high density housing like townhomes and condos.

more multi family housing, new retail and restaurants, 
more traffic moving through to get to Spokane St. Bridge. 
Water Taxi has increased traffic and decreased availability 
of on street parking for neighborhood residents. I live 
across the street from Seacrest Park and have seen the 
transformation from a “park” to a “ferry terminal” take 
place. The park is now overcrowded with cars and shuttle 
buses.

Many high-rise buildings near the Junction.  Many 
apartments along Avalon and California.  Many vacancies 
in new buildings.  Many ugly multi-family houses built in 
the back yards of small single family houses.  Increased 
traffic and less parking.  Junction more vital with new 
restaurants and businesses.  Water taxi provides service 
to downtown.  High Point has new housing communities.  
Whole Foods Hole  Continued free parking in Junction.  
New and renovated libraries.

There has been an large increase in multifamily 
apartments and condominiums built in the area.

Yes, the neighborhood has changed for good and bad.  
My understanding is that while there will be population 
growth, transit options and routes will increase, but 
transit is not increasing along with the development of 
multi-family dwellings.      Also those dwellings have less 
and less off-street parking for this population increase 
which causes parking issues as 2-car families move into 
mutli-family buildings without adequate parking.  Yes, 
there are garages but the only vehicle that can maneuver 
into these garages are extremely small, which most 
people not drive.     Since the failure of the Monorail, not 
other transit options have been developed or offered, 
except “budget-crunched” rapid ride which basically 
for the Junction and 35th to the south.    More families 
are developing and growing on my street, which now 
includes 6 families with 2 children each.  Traffic zooming 
through the neighborhoods to avoid traffic and traffic 
lights is an issue for these families with children, the 
walking traffic to the 2 junctions, and for the elderly.    
More houses are remodeling with additions either out or 
up, which is good for increases in property valuses and 
bad because of loss of the sunlight and privacy for the 
small lower homes.

I have noticed that there seem to be more younger 
people and families in the neighborhood. House and 
property values have risen fairly dramatically, and many 
homes have been remodeled. Some new “McMansions” 
have been built, as well as a mix of townhouse projects. 
The business district has not changed dramatically. There 
are some long standing businesses that remain, and 
other spaces seem to have constant turnover. There is not 
much of a pedestrian retail environment; most people 
continue to drive to the grocery stores and drugstore. 
There seems to be a split between the “old-timers” who 
adopted the current neighborhood plan and would like as 
little growth/density as possible, and the newer residents/
activists who would like a more dynamic neighborhood.

Haven’t been here very long - I like the new totem pole, 
and the new streets on Admiral.  Seems like traffic has 
perhaps gotten worse -- and there is a new threat from 
what will happen if/when the Viaduct closes.

In the brief time that I have lived in Admiral (less than 
5 yrs), the most significant change I’ve noticed is with 
parking and transportation.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
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The addition of the water taxi and shuttle is a huge improvement in our 
otherwise pretty inadequate public transportation. I like the attention to parks, 
especially Schmitz and Hiawatha. And the addition of some good shops and 
restaurants in the CA/Admiral area.

The library is wonderful! Good bus system to down town - very sorry the 
monorail project was undermined.

It’s nice to see Hiawatha getting the much needed face lift.  When can we 
expect more turf fields in the West Seattle area.  Seems like we are always the 
last to get them.  We see them all over the city for our kid’s soccer practices / 
games.

Love walking to our many choices of parks, libraries and shops.

has been great having new stores, such as Bartells

My bus takes me from home to work everyday. The neighborhood is quiet, and 
reasonably affordable, comfortable for someone just starting their career like 
me. There are a good amount of public places (parks, the library, Hiawatha) and 
businesses nearby.

West Seattle as an `island` has improved with more/better businesses and 
restaurants. The Admiral Library is great, as our our supermarkets.

I Loooove Admiral

The increase in art related activities in West Seattle in general

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• West Seattle has most 
natural beauty in the city, 
but DPD has nothing to do 
with that
• Arts
• Trees and walking path on 
Harbor Avenue
• Too bad the library does not 
have air conditioning.
• nothing really listed here
• community
• parks (but not other open 
spaces)
• existing buildings are 
appreciated
• friendliness--willing to help 
(for instance in times of 
snow and ice.
• Public involvement in 
zoning and building issues.
• Pleased to see the updates 
to hiawatha playfield
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We have a great selection of restaurants.

We have great parks, and spaces, some are at risk of 
being used for other venues.

I like the parks and community involvement as I 
mentioned in the last question. I love the Admiral theater 
and the local restaurants (especially mission) are better 
than average.

I would like to make more use of the Hiawatha 
community center, but the hours are limited and mostly 
filled by pre-filled activities...the gym specifically needs 
more “open” time for basketball.

I wasn’t here to see the old library, but I do know that the 
Admiral branch underwent changes and improvements 
and what we have now is a nice library branch. Also, I do 
use Nantes Park sometimes and think it’s a very nice little 
place - I had no idea it used to be a City Light substation. 
What a nice improvement!

The parks are well maintained and we love our library 
system. I feel that although crimes such as burglaries 
seem to be up, safety for pedestrians seems to have 
improved.

We have had some nice improvements to our parks in the 
last 10 years.

I love that everything is within walking distance.

I love the charming character of the homes.

Love the new cluster of Spiro’s, the Bohemian and Prost 
at California and Hinds. Ditto the signal at Admiral and 
Olga. I love the new Madison Middle playfield.

Overall, I truly enjoy my neighborhood which is why I 
live here.  I love that I can walk to local businesses, parks 
are close by and feel relatively safe from a personal 
perspective - I feel I can walk around anytime of day 
without fear for my personal safety (though I have 
been the victim of car break ins, had a vehicle and 
stroller stolen.)  The community center and library offer 
wonderful programs!

We have a great library and community center right in the 
neighborhood.

We don’t drive into Seattle any more than we have to, 
due to the expense and difficulty of finding parking and 
so we really appreciate the water taxi.

Love the changes to the library! Looking forward to the 
changes in Hiawatha.  Love the West Seattle Water Taxi!!

I like the variety of small businesses and the 
improvements of California Ave and Admiral Way (east of 
California Ave).

I like living in an area where amenities and entertainment, 
especially grocery stores, are close.  That they are within 
walking distance, as is the case in the admiral district, is 
even better.

I love almost everything about Admiral neighborhood.

want to see more successful small businesses in our 
village! particularly both family friendly and special 
occasion dining establishments. (no more sports bars 
please!) Also, perhaps a slightly bigger daytime business 
base to help stores hang in there better.

The plan has done a good job of facilitating many small, 
neighborhood businesses.

Convenient bus service

I am pleased that the community was able to keep a 
playground out of California Place Park.  I do not want to 
see North Admiral become a destination area. I want it to 
remain a quiet  peaceful neighborhood.

love the water taxi.

Maintaining safety in a neighborhood that is growing in 
density is always a struggle, but I am pleased that this has 
continued.  I have noticed more transient people due to 
Alki and local businesses but most seem to respect the 
neighborhood.

Love the mix of retail in Admiral. Would like to see a small 
liquor store. No additional fast food is needed.

Still need to improve transportation in Admiral area. 
I won’t take bus into Seattle proper if I’m going to be 
needing to catch a bus after 7:30 pm

We love the Admiral District
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The water taxi shuttles are a great asset to the 
neighborhood. I am pleased that more small business 
exist in the area from 10 years ago and this should be 
encouraged.

It’s a beautiful library. I think the city could save money 
and have each library closed one full day per week. A 
different day per library.

This is a great neighborhood and I have few complaints.

like the park maintenance and improvements-- ie 
Schmitz

I do wish that the businesses here were a little bit nicer 
and/or kept up a little bit better.  There are a few gems 
- notably, Click! and Zatz a Better Bagel and Mission 
Restaurant and Lounge.  Others do not seem to take as 
much pride in their storefronts.  I would like better, more 
adventurous restaurants and interesting shops which 
would draw more people to Admiral as a destination.

Love to see the water taxi shuttle going by on a regular 
basis, and hope that goes year-round. Transit options to 
the Alaska Junction and downtown are frequent.

Hooray for the water taxi! It is GREAT. Also, I love our 
library and the librarians there. Hiawatha is a really nice 
park--our children use the wading pool and we enjoy the 
rocks in the trees near the climbing structure (keep the 
nature area--and the huge trees near California--very nice 
for a picnic).

I particularly enjoy the newly-renovated library, and enjoy 
being walking distance to many businesses.

Nice job with the parks.

Since I live in one of them, I like *some* of the new 
townhouse developments. The business district is good 
- love the Metropolitan Market, pet store, independent 
cafes (NOT Starbucks), a few of the “night scene” places 
- Bohemian, Mission, Beato (when it was open), Ovio and 
O2 (when thy were open), Circa.

I appreciate that it is relatively low traffic, is walkable to 
all amenities/businesses/schools, feels safe, great access 
to the beach, multiple parks, wading pool etc.

Admiral/West Seattle have a very comfortable friendly 
feeling.  Know our neighbors and like being able to easily 
access business in the commerical districts.

Pleased to have more interesting neighborhood 
restaurants (NOT fast food) and interesting shops going 
in (NOT big box stores).

These services remain clean and being upgraded.

New restaurants are usually a welcome site.

I like having the Admiral Theater, Metropolitan Market, 
Starbucks all a short 2 block walk from my house.  
Transportation was a close second.

I love having pretty much everything our family needs, 
here in the Admiral area of West Seattle.  Great parks, 
great library, great restaurants and even a movie theater!  
Also love the feeling of a small town here where everyone 
knows each other and also the feeling of safety.

The West Seattle Library on 42nd is wonderful.

The choices in transportation, bus and water taxi. The 
focus on crosswalk safety.

Connecting us to the Water Taxi with the shuttle is 
excellent. The addition of the stop light at 41st and 
Admiral Way was a great safety improvement.

I enjoy the small businesses in the junction.  I would hate 
to see them forced out.  The city trying to mandate paid 
parking by their businesses is a threat to their livelihood 
that I am concerned about.

I love the new nature-rich park that is being planned for 
the green space at California Ave. and Hill St.

Seattle has done an amazing job re-furbishing all the 
public libraries.

Admiral is one of the safest, most peaceful 
neighborhoods in Seattle. It is a joy to wander and walk 
and explore. The parks are spectacular.

love the parks in the area an think they are well 
utilized.  The small businesses in the neighborhoods are 
wonderful, it is so nice to be able to support local business 
and I hope Admiral development continues to focus on 
local businesses

The Hiawatha Community Center is well ran and friendly 
and welcoming. They are the gem of the area! Alki Bike 
and Board is also a community oriented, motivating 
place.
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Our housing situation is ok, but I would prefer to see 
more opportunities for a broader range of home buyers 
and renters. I feel we have a safe neighborhood. Our 
parks are good, but we could use more small pocket parks 
within walking distance of most residents. Our business 
district is just barely hanging in there, but I’m optimistic 
for the future.

Admiral is blessed with some great restaurants, bars, 
coffee shops, and other meeting places.

Appreciate updated Library.

We live near a facility for extended care and I find it 
much nicer to see people in wheelchairs going from their 
residences to the shops and restaurants.

Businesses seem to be more diverse.

We love that we do not have to pay for parking in West 
Seattle.

The upgrades to the libraries are a tremendous 
improvement as well as the open-spaces that have been 
designated.  Also, some of the more tasteful condo units 
on California (The Dakota Building and the one across the 
street).......

I guess I’m really happy - I love the mix of businesses, 
proximity to services and nature, the neighborhood feel, 
and the great access to bus and water taxi transportation. 
I happen to be one of the people who lives in a newer 
condo building and I really appreciate how it’s more 
affordable to own here and that the building meets the 
needs of lots of older adults as well as a mix of those 
in mid-life. I know some don’t like this form of housing 
popping up, but I can tell you that 90% of the people 
in our building are no longer able to live independently 
in homes but are not quite ready for assisted living or 
nursing homes, so this building provides the type of 
housing that is affordable and fosters independent living 
among people who have lives their whole lives in West 
Seattle. And those of us who are younger check in on 
them and are part of their “neighborhood” and they are 
part of our’s, just as we are part of the broader Admiral 
neighborhood and hope to be accepted as such.

Pleased by current zoning and landmark spaces. Most 
happy with outstanding neighborhood news coverage by 
West Seattle Blog (westseattleblog.com).

New library is great as are improvement to school parks.

Safety is impressive-  our kids can run around the 
neighborhood and not fear for their safety.

Love the renovations to the Library, the West Seattle 
High School, the Dakota Park, upgrade to the 
Hiawatha Track, the Madison Middle School, and to 
the Metropolitan Market -the renovations fit into the 
Neighborhood well.  And love our new Police Precinnct !!!!

Restoration and preservation of the Admiral Theater.

Love the parks, keep up the great work!

The Duamish projects are fantastic! Thank you!  I am 
happy to see that our area still has protected green land. 
I believe if we over develop the charisma that makes our 
community part of the Pacific Northwest desirable!
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• Would like to empty spots occupied 
(Benbow Bldg)
• parking
• snow removal; wimpy planning board 
approvals of ugly, ugly, ugly new 
construction
• parking is tight
• Air Qaulity
• Diversity and affordable housing
• Pedestrian safety
• traffic light
• I am concerned about new GIANT homes 
will overtake and change the character of 
our area - something to watch out for.

• parking for sure!
• crime
• infrastructure: worried about bridges and 
main traffic byways
• High rises
• Lafayette school blocking pedestrian right 
of way on 44th with locked gates.
• Water Taxi traffic and parking
• parking (not enough)
• It would be nice to have a bookstore in the 
neighborhood.
• Graffiti
• racing cars/motorcycles up & down 
Admiral Way

• traffic
• open spaces
• accessibility
• The loss of the “no amplified sound” on 
Alki - the kids that come to the beach 
impact the Admiral district too.
• lack of handicap accessible sidewalk 
ramps
• attitude toward “strangers”
• Generic upzoning attempts
• Need play areas for children in N. Admiral
• additional traffic, lacking in transit 
services and options

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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I’d like to see even more commercial options... retail and restaurant in particular.

I have already stated how I feel - but who listens!

The area is not very bicycle and pedestrian friendly. We need a signal on Admiral (where Tatsuo Nakata was killed). And 
police enforcement is terrible. Frequent stings on the ridiculously low 30 mph limit on the east side of Admiral...and 
no enforcement on the west side, where there are actually pedestrians and cyclists and turns in and out of streets and 
driveways. On the business district, we’re disappointed that some buildings have languished so long as eyesores, esp. 
the corner on Admiral where the old benbow inn was and the former car wash.
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Conflict in our neighborhood over park development. Wish 
we could utilize the triangle plot on Ferry for a pea patch or 
at least keep the trees watered there so we don’t lose them.  
Not so crazy for the tavern/bars on California north of 
Admiral- lots of fast traffic and loud brawling on weekends - 
especially in the summertime. West Seattle could really use 
a good office supply store. And a crosswalk on California 
and Walker where there is a flashing light for the fire trucks 
would improve safety. The big buildings up and down 
California, especially in the Alaska Junction are becoming 
over sized and over whelming - traffic congestion is way up 
from 2002.

Transportation:  The current plan of record for the viaduct 
replacement appears to leave no way to get off the 
replacement roadway downtown.  West Seattlites need  
replacement for the Seneca street exit.  We’ll otherwise be 
forced on to city streets -- along with all the others who live 
south of downtown and work in downtown.

Despite ‘sharrows’ I still do not feel safe enough to bike the 
Admiral/California area.  Again, speeding, lack of consistent 
enforcement.  Overgrowth of weeds on bridge over ravine 
and over major walkways continue to be a problem for the 
amount of foot traffic.

It seems like crime is up.  Probably due to increased density.  
I’m sure I’m not the only one complaining, so as not to 
sound like a broken record, I’ll leave it at that.  More patrols, 
please.

Wish there were more playgrounds - There is Hiawatha, 
which isn’t that great, for smaller kids.  Limited store 
choices

Missing curb cuts and sidewalks in the 47th/48th SW area 
and street lights and speed of cars on 49th

Do not like the development.  The neighborhood is losing 
its small town feeling.

too much money is being spent ‘studying’ parks and not 
enough action.  Hamilton Viewpoint, for instance, had a 
3 step plan to restore it, but as is frequently the case with 
city projects, only 1 phase was completed, depsite all 
the money spent to plan 3 phases.  Housing is too dense 
without proper parking available.

There are a few buildings in this area that seriously stick 
out for their lack of maintenance. Similarly, while I’m 
in favor of the townhouse/density direction, I dislike 
the current guidelines for their design, which I view as 
disproportionate to the neighborhood (too tall, butted up 
against the sidewalk, etc.)

Has planning really helped the neighborhoods?

The lack of quality public transportation from all of West 
Seattle continues to seriously hamper the livability of 
the area. The best options for transport to downtown 
were the 56X during rush hour, and the new tunnel does 
not have a downtown exit that will provide a similar 
replacement. Commute times will increase, West Seattle 
will effectively become farther away from the heart of 
downtown, and growth and property values will suffer.

A resident who walks into the Admiral urban village daily, 
crossing both Admiral and California at any intersection 
other than those with pedestrian crossing signs can be 
dangerous - particularly during rush hours.  Can anything 
more be done to slow drivers down a bit and increase 
their awareness of pedestrians?    I would also like to see 
more scale in our public transportation options - both 
here in the neighborhood and into downtown/the East 
side.

I’m very concerned about the Viaduct and how it will 
impact West Seattle.  I also feel like the traffic on the 
bridge is often terrible.

needs a traffic light at Admiral and Waite street

The transit routes to and from West Seattle are aweful.  
It takes 15 minutes door to door for me to drive to work 
(lower Queen Anne) or 1hr 10min to take the bus, each 
way.    Housing, there are too many vacant condos and 
townhomes now.  Builders were allowed to go crazy and 
now we’re left with vacant buildings and some that will 
not be finished being built.    Parks and open spaces, most 
of these have been left to overgrowth of weeds and lack 
of garbage management has left a lot of trash  around.  
For a neighborhood with so many families, it would be 
nice to also have more Police presence at Alki as there 
have been many violent crimes in broad daylight, some 
where people have been shot.    Public facilities, need 
more cleaning, they are unsanitary.    New buildings 
are getting too large for the area, they do not uphold 
the small neighborhood feel and are being driven by 
developers from out of state.
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I would like to see less of the same ugly townhouses 
going up everywhere.  The spaces do not work well for 
most families and I wish there were some improvement in 
the design of high density buildings.

I think transportation could definitely be increased, from 
the number of buses in transit in the area, to other forms 
of transportation destined towards downtown and other 
areas outside of West Seattle.  The commercial spaces 
along California are sparce, though I am hopeful that the 
increase in density (recently processed through DPD) will 
encourage more commercial attraction.

There is a distinct lack of night-life and it is too hard to 
get back to west seattle late at night after spending an 
evening in part of town that DOES have a night-life.

People speed down Walnut both ways as a pass through 
between hanford and admiral.

I think we have a fair number of choices for restaurants, 
but the Junction clearly has more and more shops and 
things to frequent. That’s not necessarily a bad thing for 
me because the Junction is so close, I don’t mind going 
down there at all, but it is something that we don’t have 
as strong of a presence here.

parking availability in the neighborhood is always a 
challenge when going out to dine.   Very dissappointed 
that we did not get a light rail link into West Seattle.

Stop it with the bigger buildings and condos!

I would like to see more retail and restaurants, in a more 
pedestrian-friendly environment.

I am surprised at the number of robbery reports, auto 
theft, and general nonviolent (thank goodness) crime 
in the neighborhood and immediate area. There is not 
enough police presence in my opinion and too much gang 
activity not under control of the city.

I am worried about what changes to the viaduct and west 
seattle bridge may do to traffic.  We commute to Renton 
and Everett so driving is our only option.  I do like the 
proximity to the bus line for going downtown.

California and Admiral by the gas station feels a little less 
safe. I have seen some decent town-houses come up and 
some that seem way too tall.

Public transportation to downtown is easy but anywhere 
else is painful and I must get in my car.  I do think we 
could improve our community spaces and create more 
vibrant areas in which people can co-mingle, relax, or 
play.  The business district seems unstable.  The big 
players have managed through my duration here but the 
smaller shops seem to come and go and there are many 
vacant or for sale shops in the main business area -- not 
sure why this is so.  A stronger sense of community may 
help to improve business revenue.

Hiawatha could be even better...

*New building heights are a concern, nothing over three 
stories should be allowed.    *Although Hiawatha is a 
great resource, it has been neglected in a number of ways 
and could use some attention.

Crime and burglary seem to be increasing

The parks department appears to favor cutting down 
trees and replacing them with shrubs (specific examples 
include the trees removed from around the WS Library 
and at Hiawatha Playfield). I have not voted for any park-
related levies because of this tendency.

I am dissatisfied that public transportation options (light 
rail or street car) and bicycle accessibility are not included 
in the Admiral Neighborhood plan, nor for neighborhood 
plans in other West Seattle Neighborhood Plans with the 
exception of Morgan Junction and The Junction.

Too many multi-family/cluster developments are ugly, 
increase the number of cars parked on the street, and 
do not enhance the neighborhood. Corner of Alaska & 
California needs to be redeveloped with businesses that 
enhance the neighborhood. Side street maintenance is 
lagging.

At City’s request, the number of bus stops on Admiral has 
been decreased, and crosswalk to remaining bus stop at 
City View has been erased.  Does City wish to promote 
transit use or not?

Safety at the Junction, and in terms of burglary continue 
to be concerns.
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Would like to see some updating of the buildings (New 
Luck Chinese restaurant and Linda’s Flowers building) - 
they are unsightly and I would love to see to more multi-
use building there.  Also, there is a tremendous fight 
right now over proposed changes to the triangle park in 
N. Admiral, off of California.  It’s totally ridiculous that a 
small group is trying to squash beautiful plans to improve 
the park.  (which, by the way, most of us never knew was 
a park, but rather, thought it was owned by the church)

I wish admiral was inviting to a wider array of restaurants 
and retail.  Wish something would be done to vastly 
improve Admiral Theater!

It seems like there are some prime retail spaces that have 
been empty for quite a while.

I have had 2 cars stolen from in front of my house.  SPD 
would rather sit at Alki than patrol the neighborhoods.

It is extremely difficult to find parking - including at 
the library, the parks, and businesses.  It is even more 
rediculous to hear that city of seattle is considering 
putting parking meeters on california & possibly 
elsewhere.  Why should you have to pay for parking in 
order to go to a restaurant in your neighborhood which is 
too far away to walk.

I’d love to see some business turnover near the California 
& Admiral intersection. It such a prominent location that 
it’s a shame its a gas station.

I feel that pedestrian and bicyclist safety would be 
improved with the following implementations.  I want 
Admiral Way west of California Ave improved for 
pedestrians and businesses.  A stoplight crosswalk would 
be great at the intersection of 45th Ave.  Also vehicles use 
45th Ave as a north/south arterial and drive way to fast.  
Can we get some speed bumps at least?

Lots of burglaries, car break-ins, and police do not have 
time to respond when called.  Even when we got license 
plates of people who stole something the police said they 
do not respond.

light rail, monorail, better water taxi (year round!!)...
Admiral can be a great stop to or from work if we can 
make better use of it for the 9-to-5 commuters.  VERY 
concerned with how viaduct coming down will impact us!

There needs to be some effort put into adding businesses 
to the Admiral district- specifically empty spots at 
California/Admiral and Hinds-Hanford & California.   The 
buildings in this area are worn-down and ugly.   However, 
I love the businesses that are there - PCC, Circa, other 
restaurants- great!

Many townhomes have been encroaching on and 
replacing single family homes. Much of the character 
of West Seattle is being lost to bland, cookie cutter 
developments.

The parks and community spaces need some upgrading.

Property crime is always an issue.  Parks maintenence is 
lacking.  New construction will not last more than 15 - 20 
years.

West Seattle has no non road based mass transit

The recent battle of California Place Park was the worst 
example of neighborhood behavior I have ever seen - 
and I am hopeful that the voices to 2 lunatics really will 
not derail good intentions of other neighbors. If so, the 
parks planning process is totally broken. Safety - lots of 
speeding and tough to get officers out to pay attention 
though I realize this is due to the lack of number of 
officers in SPD to address community complaints and 
concerns. In general this is a very safe neighborhood 
but you have establishments such as the Yen Wor that 
regularly turn out their drunks at 2am or later to create 
havoc in the neighborhood. As to transportation - it is 
ridiculous in a city the size of Seattle that unless you 
are taking a bus between 7-10 am or during the evening 
commute that you must wait 30 minutes or more for 
a bus. People will never get out of their cars when it is 
far faster to drive than wait for a bus, especially in the 
evenings - if you work until 9pm downtown you must wait 
until 9:30pm for a bus, ridiculous.

Loss of older beaturiful single family homes replaced with 
townhouses

Only the recession has relieved the traffic congestion, 
which I suspect will return when our strong economy 
recovers.  We need less road based means of 
transportation to match the improvement in density, eg 
light rail, walk on ferry service.

I am very dissatified with a group called Friends and 
Neighbors of North Admiral and their ideas for changes 
North Admiral that are short sighted and self serving.
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would like to see more improvements at Hiawatha 
playground - updated park equipment - kiddie swings etc.    
Wish more stores/restaurants would make it in Admiral - 
many seem to go out of biz.

We are encouraging higher density but yet again fewer 
parking options and nothing more than a couple of bus 
options.  Light rail or trolly options would help since 
obviously you can’t increase the size of the West Seattle 
bridge to withstand the growth.

More needs to be done to protect the small 
neighborhood feel of Admiral. The new housing lacks 
design character.

Multifamily zoning and limited parking for the amount of 
homes in one area.

Focus seems to be on violent crime, and resources are 
thin so property and non-violent crimes don’t seem to be 
dealt with where I fee it’s a relatively safe neighborhood. 
I hear a lot of...car or house was broken into and nothing 
being done other than report for insurance.

roads could use some work.

I am disappointed that we have virtually no access to light 
rail and that the monorail was not built. Perhaps the idea 
of the water taxi shuttle could be expanded to connect 
the urban villages within west seattle, and to connect 
to light rail.  I wish that the small businesses constituted 
something more of a retail core instead of being so 
spread out. Commercial rents are prohibitively high for 
the current shopping traffic volume, and good retail 
spaces often are leased as office space. Could shopping 
traffic be improved with a california ave shuttle bus 
bringing people from morgan and alaska junctions?

As townhouses have increased density and the business 
disctrict is just a block away we often have difficulty with 
street parking for just one guest to visit (our car is in our 
garage).

I would like to see housing models more suited to the 
coming senior populations, i.e. single story or on one 
level instead of 3 story.  Small homes built around garden 
centers such as those in shoreline or those off beach drive 
built in clusters. I would also like to see a more direct 
route to St Link from West Seattle, rather than bus to 
downtown, then to Link.

Too many  tall townhouses with little to add to the 
neighborhood character

I am concerned about the increase in crime in the area.

Take bus often, but find coming home after 8 difficult.    
Do not want overbuilt construction like Ballard

My neighborhood has grown and developed far beyond 
what sevices can provide. Please stop or slow down 
growth. Every single home that is torn down, a new 4-8 
unit townhome goes up. This is ruining the neighborhood 
and causing severe traffic problems. Alki is completely 
ruined with the huge condo buildings that have gone up 
over the years.

Soooo many new condos!  And many of them have stood 
vacant for well over a year.  How many more do we 
need?  As far as transportation, I am very pleased about 
the Water Taxi and free bus, but would like to see more 
commuter options, particularly in preparation for any 
Viaduct replacement.

Graffiti on public and private spaces should be cleaned 
up immediately.  -  It’s sad to see some of our local 
businesses fail and sit empty now. It’s the economy, sure, 
but I think it could also be the lack of parking around the 
theater area. Better signs to the public parking lot would 
help.  -  Safety - overall I feel safe in my neighborhood, 
but there are two things that irk me. First, the kids that 
are clearly skipping school hanging around the PCC and 
7-11 parking lots, and the adjacent alleyways. Second, the 
speeders up Admiral and California. People regularly go 
45-50 MPH in a 30 MPH zone.

The #56 Express Bus should NOT change lanes (and 
block traffic) to go under the bridge and up the Delridge 
onramp. It makes traffic a mess and is a huge waste of 
time. There are buses entering off of Avalon that are 
already in the left lane. Also, the 56 Express should run 
down Third Avenue in the evening as First Avenue is 
completely impassible making the bus utterly unreliable 
(if Third is not possible for some inexplicable reason, then 
at least close the crosswalk at First and Columbia --the 
backup seems largely due to pedestrian traffic on the 
west side of the street).

Need more improvements for slower traffic around the 
park where children play.  Need more police patrol due to 
rise in burglaries in our neighborhood. We are all scared.  
Public facilities and parks desperate need of upgrades.
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Would like to see light rail in the area in the future.

The denial of parking in lieu of bike lanes (among other 
causes) in areas has been very frustrating.

Redevelopment of high density that ignores the fact that 
each housing unit adds two cars (well, perhaps 1.7 on 
average) parked in the neighborhood for which off-street 
parking is not provided.

Lights on Admiral do not seem to be timed well at rush 
hour.

the increasing density has of course brought more traffic 
and transportation issues - the water taxi has been a 
great boon

Bus services are limited, side streets are narrow and 
crowded with parked cars, main streets are congested.

Having said I like some of the townhouses, there do seem 
to be too many of them cropping up all over and with 
poor craftmanship/cookie cutter looks. I would like to see 
more “higher” end food/restaurant/bar choices. Beato 
was great and was disappointed to see it close. Would 
love to see more like it (or like Spring Hill down in the 
Junction).

Open spaces seem unkempt at times.  Could be 
more generous effort to landscape street trees in 
neighborhoods that have little canopy.  Would like more 
streets with parking on one side only.  Used to live on 
20th Ave SW in Pigeon Point.  A great example.  People 
use driveways more, the street feels more open and 
uniform.  I would like to see more traffic circles.  So many 
uncontrolled intersections feel like a safety risk for drivers 
and pedestrians/cyclists.  I would love to see a sharrows 
and/or designated bike lanes throughout the entire 
length of Admiral Way.  It is wide enough to support it and 
traffic moves so quickly that they need to be reminded of 
the presence of cyclicsts.  It is a great cycling route that is 
and will be used by cyclists.  The northwest-bound lane of 
the eastern side of Admiral (closest to the city) would be 
best to be no parking.  The only cars that park there are 
for sale (tacky) and present a HUGE safety risk to cyclists 
using that lane.  We are forced into traffic or onto a used 
sidewalk.    THANK YOU for your time and attention.

Car thefts and drug dealing very high.

I see much more crime than in early days of my habitation 
in this neighborhood — car thefts (my friend’s car was 
stolen in front of my house); car break ins and vandalism; 
graffiti (had some applied to my house on the alley side 
a year ago); and small bomb on some type being set off 
directly across the street in neighbors parking strip

I love the amount of parks in this area and are very 
dissatisfied with the people that now congregate there in 
such large numbers without a visible police presence.

My vehicle havebeen broken into three times and 
stolen once.  Vandalism turns up in our neighborhood  
infrequently, but more than you’d want to live with.

Only slightly dissatisfied.  Loved the Admiral Diner, sad 
to see it turned into a bank.  In general, the pattern in 
the California/Admiral junction is good.  Would like to 
see continued retail growth.  Traffic to Alki can get brutal 
along Admiral.

Need a monorail or light rail from the Admiral area to 
downtown and the airport.  Need a replacement viaduct 
or tunnel to actually be completed!

I like my neighborhood, but I wish that Seattle did more 
‘policing’ of the houses and enforced curb appeal issues.  
There are some homes in our neighborhood that have 
overgrown yards, houses in need of painting, etc.  I came 
from an area in California where we had strict codes for 
overgrown grass, trashcans left on the curb 3 days after 
trash day, etc., and we could be ticketed for allowing our 
home to become an eyesore (of course I am not talking 
about brown grass in the summer, but rather a lawn that 
could be mistaken for a jungle).  I would like to see more 
monitoring and notices given to homeowners in our 
neighborhood.
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I wish public transportation was more available from 
West Seattle to other parts of Seattle.  Water taxi is 
great, but it would be great to have more bus service or 
better yet, light rail or similar.  Regarding accessiblity - 
I’m not physically handicapped, but I do ride bikes and 
push a stroller quite a bit all over the Admiral area and 
have noticed that there are many corners that do not 
have a handicap ramp to the street and that a person in 
a wheelchair would have to go down the block to find a 
driveway or curb cut somewhere to cross the street.  For 
example, it would be difficult for a handicapped person to 
travel on the sidewalk down California Ave. continuously 
without having to take detours.  I feel that it is important 
to provide accessibility on all public sidewalks.  Again, 
this does not affect me but I would imagine that it would 
affect anyone wheelchair bound and it would only be 
right to allow them the same access available to us.

Housing has become too dense.  Crime is on the rise...
what is being done?  Parks are so minimally maintained 
despite tax dollars allocated to them  New residential 
buildings are unappealing

Business - As I understand it, the block on which I live 
(the 2100 block of 44th Ave - 44th between Walker St. 
and Hill St.) is zoned for business. This really makes no 
sense. Along with my neighbors we are both concerned 
and confused by this zoning decision. It really makes 
no sense. While there are business on the 2100 block of 
California Ave, it makes no sense that our street should 
be zoned for business. It is baffling and we worry that 
this oversight could cause us grief in the future.     Safety 
- There should be a marked, mid-block crosswalk on 
California Avenue between Admiral Way and College 
Street. Similar to the mid-block cross walks at the Alaska 
Junction. Many people make “the dash” across California 
in order to get to their destination from the public 
parking (Bartell’s garage).     Also, it would be very easy to 
put a marked cross walk at California and Walker. There 
is already a flashing yellow light. Painting the street and 
adding a “Crosswalk” sign to the light is all that would be 
needed.

A few of my neighbors have reported burglaries.

I know it is in part due to Tim Iman’s work, but our busing 
services have dropped dramatically from 10 years ago.  
The 37 stopped, the 56 runs fewer express routes, and 
all downtown buses seem to have suffered a bit.    The 
neighborhood also seems less safe.  Car prowling and 
break ins seem to have increased, graffiti is becoming 
more of a problem, loitering and littering seem to be 
going up, and just a bad element seems to be bleeding 
in.  I am dissatisfied with the Seattle Police Department, 
and their prioritizing writing tickets to gain revenue over 
genuinely working with us.

Parking continues to get tighter, especially with more 
condos and businesses. Also, we have recently suffered 
several car break-ins in our neighborhood.

I never see the mobile police unit/trailer down by the 
beach anymore. Many of the local parks and vista 
points in the Admiral neighborhood have become hang 
out spots for teenagers who blair their music and do 
drugs. The Admiral Safeway has become a hang out for 
homeless people.

I wish there were more transportation options from 
Admiral to other parts of West Seattle as well as 
downtown and beyond. The bus is okay, but it is not very 
flexible and timely. I would love to see more restaurants 
and retail in Admiral.

I think some of the buildings are run down.  I would like to 
see more restoration in the area.  Especially at California 
and Admiral.

there has been very little redevelopment of the buildings 
in the admiral junction.  I assume this is due to limitations 
on building height and use.  I would like to see more 
mixed use buildings with some office space involved.  
There is very little office space in W. Seattle and I 
think some businesses would be willing to locate here 
(potentially cutting the commute for many who also live 
here) if there were more options.  I believe the existing 
roads could handle a small amount of additional traffic 
from more businesses in the area.  Parking could be a 
problem though - so any new buildings should require 
underground parking for tenants.

Metro schedule along Alik Ave/Beach Drive is very 
limited, especailly on weekends, more runs could help 
with traffic, especially on sunny days/nights.  The increase 
of multiple resident units has dramatically increased but 
services to support (transporation, parking etc) has not 
grow especailly in the junction
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The Admiral distrct has little charm or character.   There is 
little area for kids and teens to interact.

Our transportation system remains challenging. Buses 
are not frequent enough. Movement from Admiral to Alki 
and the water taxi are not great, even with the shuttle. 
Very frequent transportation should be running north/
south on California all day long. The bottleneck at the 
entry points to the bridge still prevent good rush hour 
movement of buses and cars. Sound Transit is not serving 
our neighborhood well and the long range plans for light 
rail are too far off for Seattle’s largest neighborhood with 
arguably the most challenging movement to and from 
downtown. Our buildings should be of a stronger, higher 
quality and the Safeway redevelopment (120,000 sq. ft. 
lot) should be held to a very high standard.

Why can there be no decent bus connection to the light 
rail?  Currently, to get to the airport we have to connect 
via downtown. There are so many people that work at the 
airport in Admiral.

Too much emphasis on density and not enough on nice 
Single Family houses.  It is Single Family houses that 
create a neighborhood feel.  There is an unused city-
owned space where Ferry Ave. intersects 44th, which 
would be perfect for a playground for kids aged 1- 10, 
which would serve as a great meeting place for families 
with young children.  The closest playground currently is 
across busy Admiral Way.

Tired of seeing graffiti around neighborhood.  Housing 
complaint is about development focusing in on town 
home expansion.

Some folks seem annoyed by seeing black kids and 
disabled adults.  Or even threatened.  I’m still appalled at 
the overall whiteness of my neighborhood.

Traffic and parking seem to be disjointed at Admiral and 
California.  Traffic backs up on Admiral eastbound with 
the parking allowed at the south end of Admiral just 
before California.   This limits ability for right hand turns 
onto California southbound.  This backup in turn blocks 
businesses and side streets to the east.   Parking times 
should be shifted to non commute times.

We do not like the many townhouses that have sprouted 
up over the last two years.

Transportation and congestion within 
neighborhoods........(see previous comments)

Concerned about outsized bulk and poor design of plan 
for potential upzoning and excavation of Safeway block.

Crime, including violent crime, has risen on Alki and the 
kids are acting like thugs.

Too many bldgs being placed on entire lots, no yards.  
With the proposed transportation changes there will be 
no option to get off in downtown via the tunnel; there 
are too many trains going through on the streets that 
downtown users would need to take.

There are few places within N. Admiral for them to safely 
ride their bikes as destinations.   Alki is too steep down 
the hill and too crazy,  Lafayette and Hiawatha are across 
busy Admiral ave.   We need a kid-friendly park or green 
belt in the north part of N. Admiral.
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There seems to be a disconnect between with the 
Neighborhood vision and what plans states and what 
gets send through DPD and Design Review.  More “teeth” 
or consideration needs to be given to those visions by 
these departments for development or why did so many 
people spend so much of their time to development the 
neighborhood plans in the first place.      I’m dissatisfied 
with the building codes that allow for a building site to 
be divided into small portions so the developer  can skip 
the design review process.    I’m dissatisfied with the way 
the building code allows for a building to have a truly un-
usable garage for a vehicle and is allowed to market unit’s 
garage as an amendity of the property.    I’m dissatisfied 
that the Neighbhorhood plans and the visions are ignored 
by the DPD and design review boards.  If there was more 
consideration given to these plans, less Design Review 
time would be spend re-reviewing a developer’s plans and 
there would be happier neighborhoods.  Property and 
community value is lost each time a new development 
does not encourage interaction between neighbors and 
when a new development does not blend in or reflect 
the distinct West Seattle charm.    How can population 
density be increased without proper increase in the 
transit system offerings?  And with budget cuts transit 
is not going to be able to keep up, but the development 
still advances.    Parking, preferrable free, is absolutely 
necessary for a strong business community.  And is 
important to keep shoppers and diners here in West 
Seattle instead of venturing off to other neighborhoods.    
Saftey - if you want a walking neighborhood with less 
traffic and cars, then you have to provide more safety via 
Bike Officers, added patrols, etc.  More presence in the 
neighborhoods, especially in the high school areas and 
middle school areas where drug dealers try to sell to the 
kids.  Plus look how many bank robberies have occurred 
over the last 5 years.

Bus frequency is very poor specifically #56 to Alki Beach.

Disapointed monorail never got erected, light rail is years 
away and RapidRide will not come to Admiral, beginning 
only in the Junction

Crime is increasing and parking is getting harder, but no 
worse than anywhere else in the city.

We seem to have a lack of small business strength.

Of course the business district would be in better shape 
if we weren’t in this goshawful recession, but I’m really 
looking forward to the day when more small stores open 
here.

There are many nice businesses but there are vacant 
spaces that have been that way since moved to the area.    
There are some home on my street that appear unlived in 
and un maintained.

Townhomes and really tall buildings that don’t reflect 
neighborhood/culture
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Admiral’s commitment to open space and 
dedication to preserving the sense of small, 
residential town with a clustered business district 
has been achieved.

The vision and key strategies are pretty vague. It 
seems like the neighborhood mostly wanted to 
avoid growth. The preservation and improvement 
of open space has been successful.

The best things on the list of accomplishments 
are the library reno, and the crosswalk at 41st and 
Admiral. -A Schmitz Park improvement is on the 
list even though it’s not in the drawn boundary 
lines for the Admiral neighborhood. -The 
Hiawatha improvements will be nice but they 
have been delayed and are just now happening.

AGain improve transit services before or along 
with growth of the population.  Not after when 
the frustrations are at there limits.  Bring Back 
the Trolley along California Avenue to the Water 
Taxis to Seattle.  The infrastructure is there.  
Retrofit the Trolleys in storage for this purpose. It 
is called RE-Use.  
More consideration, emphasis, and focus needs 
to be given to the Neighborhood Plan’s vision 
and key strategies by the decision-making seattle 
departments for Plan success.  The citizens of the 
Neighborhoods have been given the opportunity 
to let the City know what they want to see for the 
future of their communities.  So don’t make them 
feel like it was a waste of time.  It is all right there 
in black and white.  Dont’ give the expectations 
of being heard and then ignore those visions and 
key strategies.  Each time I read those visions 
and strategies, I agree with them completely, 
but 75% of time is not what I experience or see 
transpire.  Don’t give us the power to shape our 
neighborhood and then blow it by taking that 
power away by not listen or doing what has been 
outlined so well.  I feel that we have been mislead 
into believing we have a stake in the process.

All the items mentioned in the plan are 
significantly headed toward completion.

I think interpretation by local leaders and 
neighborhood volunteers creates havoc - and pits 
neighborhoods against each other.

The density increase is being met, but its traffic impact is 
noticeable.

I still would like to see less density.  The new building design is 
nice I say keep it high-end and classic, in tune with the Admiral 
District’s history.  I would hate to see it cheapened.

Need to have more upgrade issues resolved for public facilities 
and also for community centers. New playgrounds for children 
and also admiral schools need upgrades as well.  Not enough is 
being done in this arena.

Open spaces are critical for the psyche of humans - don’t crowd 
us in a monstrous amount of tall buildings PLEASE!

Lack of funding and focus on the area as originally planned.

The condo I live in was constructed very poorly so will be an 
eyesore over the next year as extensive repairs are made 
to the building. So, that would be an example of “”not well 
constructed”” condominiums.

Seen some of the work that has been done and watching some of 
the work in progress.

Parks and public areas are being improved.  I don’t like the new 
buildings in the Junction.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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it’s simply a matter of focus and emphasis from the 
City. The neighborhoods simply don’t have the ability to 
engage their neighborhoods and neighborhood plans to a 
high enough level to achieve substantial change without 
increased support from the City. In the end, both the 
City and the community benefit, so there needs to be a 
balanced approach to the Plans.

The vision and strategies don’t feel much changed from 
my five plus years ago, but the problems being addressed 
already seem minuscule.

The Admiral neighborhood has maintained that small 
town, tree lined street aspect that the plan envisioned.

i think we could use a better mix of businesses in our 
village.

The aspect that adequate parking will be provided 
doesn’t seem to be the city’s aim.  It seems Seattle is 
ignoring this part of the plan.

But, I don’t agree with the higher population density.

The descriptions are very vague.

What neighborhood plan vision?  I am not aware of any.

I’m surprised how little awareness there is about the 
strategies.

I think the immediate area is adjusting fairly well to its 
growth

While there seem to be many projects, the scope is 
less than ideal.  Sould like to see more support of small 
businesses (I don’t know how), larger areas affected (i.e 
the street trees, traffic circles, and bike lanes/sharrows).

Good progress and good monitoring of neighborhood 
issues. (Full disclosure: served as plan steward 2001-
2005.)

Pretty well on target, except for exceptionally ugly 
townhouse and infill construction being approved.

Mass transit is quite an issue. More frequency would be a 
good start.

I think our neighborhood plan was pretty light...
somewhat ‘surface’ scratching only

Public transportation seems to be neglected.  We could 
do a better job with some of the open/public space 
maintenance and improvements.  I do think these should 
be shared more broadly - I’m not sure of how best to do 
that though...

As described previously, modifications to traffic light 
Q3achieved time along California have impacted 
pedestrian traffic and put our students into unsafe 
crossing situations.  The ongoing removal of trees by the 
parks department does not support the plan to protect 
our green spaces.  The failure to bring the monorail into 
the West Seattle area needs to be mitigated to support 
the requested increase in population density.

Not a proponet of the identified Urban Village for this 
area.
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Open space is always a priority, as are preserving our 
business district and small town feel. Rapid public 
transit between neighborhoods in West Seattle as well 
as between West Seattle and Downtown need to be a 
priority and as yet do not seem to have garnered the 
attention they so desperately need.

I don’t think parking and traffic are very big issues any 
more, at least not within the neighborhood. I think the 
neighborhood needs to discuss ways that the business 
district can become more vibrant, rather than losing 
potential retail and restaurant customers to the Alaska 
Junction neighborhood which has grown dramatically.

Again when I read the Neighborhood Plan, it is right 
on.  But More emphasis needs to be made on retaining 
the distinctive character and historic value of our 
Neighborhood.  The new developments are cookie cutter 
versions which are showing up in all neighborhoods 
and those designs will not be appealing or retain their 
value longer than 20 years.  Then the “”throw-away”” 
generation will tear down and will build something less 
appealing.  Not a good strategy for Sustainable Building 
which last for years.  The best recycling is the renovation 
of our historic buildings and at the minimum their 
facades, which have already stood the test of time.

I see groups such as Friends and Neighbors of North 
Admiral who form and really do not have a feel for the 
rich history of a neighborhood and try to impose their 
ideas of change on people who love their neighborhood 
as it is. Many residents do not want to see it go the way of 
density and the troubles and discomforts that come with 
that.

I don’t perceive parking to be a problem - but I usually 
walk to the Admiral junction.

Really would like to see improvement in the safety 
category (described previously). I like the addition of the 
traffic circles on my street and would like to see another 
on the busy corner of 44th & Stevens and elsewhere 
where applicable. In my view, these slow traffic down and 
improve the flow at the intersections as well.

I think we should focus on great schools and moving 
people to and from neighborhoods to downtown with 
something other than single cars. Another water taxi 
would be a great help.

I am not in favor of 44th ave Sw being part of the “”urban 
density”” plan. This is a single family block and we think 
there is plenty of multi-family apt. & condos on California 
proper.

Transportation and urban village development in Admiral 
lags that of the Junction.

There seems to be continual attempts to subvert the plan 
through zoning changes. The planning board has been 
pretty good about defending the plan.

I think transportation will continue to be a huge priority 
as the viaduct is removed and density continues. I would 
love to get a connection to light rail up Admiral.

Some priorities still ring true, but the Admiral plan does 
not address neighborhood growth well, so it doesn’t align 
with most other plans and the needs of the Comp Plan 
to guide neighborhood growth. Our plan needs to take a 
proactive approach to all aspects of the Comp Plan and 
we need to be an example to other neighborhoods. Our 
plan is a bit protectionist in its language and its goals.

Traffic and parking seem ok, parking especially. Traffic 
westbound along Admiral seems improved.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?
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The businesses are struggling.  Parking continues to be 
an issue - especially since Safeway has been not so nice 
about using their parking lot.

Key strategies are still applicable.  I like the focus on 
maintaining the character while also working to improve/
avoid traffic issues.

It doesn’t seem like parking has improved much in the 
business district since I’ve lived here, but a larger concern 
of mine is that people have something to come here 
and park FOR.  Many shops and businesses have failed 
of late or have stood vacant for years, and some of the 
businesses that have come in are cheap fitness chains or 
chain restaurants - not really in keeping with the homey, 
village ideal.

I think we need to be careful about how we allow 
multifamily dwellings, making sure that they have some 
street-level presence and are no higher than three stories.

Reduce the population density.

Really can’t tell because of my answer to the third 
question.

Would love to see an effort to provide more affordable 
housing and a more active support of a culturally diverse 
community.  Also not sure how to achieve that.  Would 
like to see activity toward increasing frequency of bus 
service.

Have already surpassed 20-year housing growth 
projections. More concerns about the city threatening 
neighborhood values and wrecking transportation access 
by viaduct removal.

I would like to see more parking for those people who 
come to the urban village to eat, shop.  There is limited 
street parking and no real parking structure or public lot 
for those businesses on California/Admiral

Having seen Ballard “”Urban Village”” I DO NOT want 
that in Admiral -- or the Junction. Need more set backs, 
smaller units.

It seems to be a sustainable vision that will guide us for 
some time to come.

I’m concerned that the phrase ‘open space’ means grass, 
clear sky, and artificial landscaping to some, rather 
than a natural wooded setting.  City policies seem to be 
supporting the former, rather than the latter and I don’t 
believe that is our neighborhood intent.

Based on proposed changes coming with transportation 
then impacts and solutions should be readdressed.
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Bicycle accessibility on all major roadways and rapid 
public transit between West Seattle and Downtown as 
well as between West Seattle Neighborhoods. The bus 
system is currently the only public transit option and it is 
extremely unreliable during the 9am - 5pm work day. To 
it’s credit, it is somewhat reliable during rush hour.

Transportation issues to/from downtown, poor 
townhouse development, job creation and support for 
small businesses -- perhaps a more ped friendly and 
coordinated way to get to Alki or to/from the Junction.

Growth and development - what new projects have been 
successful. Public transportation options.

More public parking, like making the Bartells garage 
more efficient and better signed. 
-Traffic calming 
-More crosswalks and better signage and lighting for mid-
stream crosswalks like at College and California

Public transportation and safety.

building design and compatability with existing scale of 
development.

Density, diversity, and affordable housing

Developing and implementing additional transit options 
which must occur before more density.  Provide more 
routes and time schedules to encourage ridership.  Use 
smaller buses, add the vintage Trolley Line back in West 
Seattle.  Have it travel on one side of the street versus the 
middle of the street for pedestrian/rider safety. 
More focus on the disconnect between the 
Neighborhoods Plan’s Visions and Strategies with the 
ordinance, building codes, and key Seattle departments.  
Again why give the community the power to plan their 
future and then ignore their hard work by not considering 
all of the elements.  Less community uprising would 
occurr during the design review process, which would 
lessen the amount of review sessions for each project 
and the best result a happier community with increased 
property, prosperous business community, and a reason 
to stay and shop, dine, and play in West Seattle.  
More focus on our Historic Value and capitalize on it 
through historic preservation, requiring new construction 
to reflect and blend with those styles, while still 
incorporating important Earth, Air, & Water saving 
technologies.

Pedestrian and cyclist safety.

Transportation

mass transit

Pedestrian safety. Continue to make this neighborhood 
safe to walk in, especially since increasing urban density 
increases both foot traffic and auto (unfortunately) traffic.

Public safety 
Transportation 
Programs for youth 
Gang prevention and intervention 
Dealing with the density

An average citizen would have a hard time answering this 
questions - less condos and a solution for parking.

strengthen neighborhood business opportunites; 
connecting to ST Link more directly from west Seattle

improving Hiawatha park

Transportation and parks.

Transportation to inner city and Alki Beach.

Better parking.  It would be great to have better parking 
for the businesses around Admiral.

Transportation, retail development.

Upgrading wage level housing instead of tearing it down

Maintain and fund existing parks and open spaces before 
new ones are developed.

Housing affordability. The only way to do it in a city is 
infill -condos and townhouses - and they must be family 
friendly. We do not need anymore one bedroom condos 
- 3s and 4s would help keep families in the city and our 
schools vibrant. Seattle according to the last census 
ranked just behind San Francisco in lack of children within 
the city limits - this is appalling and the planning process 
really must accomodate families of all kinds. Now that I 
am a parent, housing affordability coupled with school 
issues have me looking elsewhere to live.

Maintaining the neighborhood aesthetics and 
streetscapes.  It’s becoming less desireable for families 
due to traffic congestion.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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SAFE pedestrian and bike access to area.  Better bus 
transportation.

walkability.

reducing the speed of cars in neighborhoods.  49th ave 
has speeders as well as Admiral going south towards Alki.

parks and libraries, transit

Safety and Security in the parks and on the sidewalks.

crime management

availability of parking (it’s listed but it is a major problem 
in Admiral & the junction).  Our home is on the edge of 
the Admiral neighborhood.

schools and children

Attracting more restaurant-owners to open their new 
ventures in our neighborhood. (as long as they aren’t 
pizza places or bakeries - there are already too many of 
those in the Junction).

Parks and developing more shopping - People love to 
walk in N. Admiral and I would like to see more attractive 
buildings to draw people in.

incentives for businesses and apartment buildings to offer 
free & open wifi, P-patch development, incentives to not 
drive a car, bikeshare program, trail development

Playground upgrades and library/school upgrades. Traffic 
safety for children playing in around Hiawatha. Need 
slower traffic- off flow from Alki near Fairmount gulch and 
Admiral Way.

California Avenue.  I think it is the gateway from the West 
Seattle Junction to the Admiral neighborhood.  Tourists 
and even locals who visit the WS Junction would naturally 
venture north to Admiral if there were commercial 
attractions that led them there along the way.

preservation of open spaces and historical buildings

Getting some low impact businesses (who mostly just 
need office space) into the surrounding neighborhoods.  
This could cut down on traffic into and out of downtown 
areas.  Downtown will always be the center for larger 
businesses, but I think some smaller companies would 
be drawn to the neighborhood if planning was done 
correctly and more office space was built out.

Reinstating the family feel of the area.  Polite, friendly, 
safe.  Smaller buildings, less multi family units.  Prevent 
vacant buildings.

Public safety and quality of life.

transportation

Smarter developement, and police presence.

Road/street improvements.

transportation options in and out of West Seattle.

Replacing the viaduct, and not with surface streets.

pedestrian safety 
more transportation where automobile is second 
choice,not first.

Diversity

Exciting improvements.

Parks and other Open Green Spaces 
Parks and Transportation

Linking public transportation  - LINK, buses, water taxi

Business development, public transportation

Transportation

bicycle safety and limits on multifamily housing

Creating affordable housing that makes sense. Six 
townhouse units on what used to be a single family lot 
is not pleasing to the eye and is not desireable to live in  
there also needs to be more solutions for transportation 
and traffic mitigation when creating high density housing 
such as Mural across from Jefferson Square and the 
apartments above the new QFC
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Population growth, providing a spectrum of living and 
working opportunities, more pocket parks, opportunities 
for leveraging private development for public good.

Pedestrian safety along Admiral and California.

community building events. 
transportation - especially with the stupid tunnel. 
helping the businesses survive in this economy. 
supporting local schools.

Mainitaining current infrastructure, such as roads 
increasing public transportation, such as the water taxi 
shuttle 
maintaining public spaces and following through with 
existing plans (rather than creating new spaces)

Small local businesses owned by people who live in or 
near West Seattle.

I am sending in a second survey to say I would like my 
neighborhood to have more diversity.  It is sad that 
there are 0% African American and 0% Native American 
populations.  Incredible, really.

Integrated transportation strategies

light rail, more mass transit to downtown

Rapid transit.  Quicker development of light rail.

Housing.  Encouraging remodel of existing homes and 
no MINI mansions!  We’ve had way too many homes 
demolished and replaced with MINI mansions as well as 
the town homes previously mentioned.

Clean, attractive, sustainable, appropriate design of 
new construction.  Beautification and focus on our 
business district.  More parks and more play areas for 
children.  Improved curbs, crosswalks, and other street 
safety features.  Improved stewardship plan for the 
neighborhood plan.

drawing new residents, creating vibrant “”village”” 
atmosphere. fixing aging infrastructure.

Transportation.

Letting people know this is going on at all. I had no idea 
until I checked a local website.

N/A

1) Street-level presence (space available for independent 
retailers/community service centers, etc.) in new 
buildings 
2) No new buildings higher than three stories 
3) More mass transit solutions to accommodate 
population influx

Reducing population density.

Transportation. More quantification and trends.

Completed or in-progress accomplishments, adding 
pictures of improvements would be great.

Building planning and safety.

transportation alternative out of west seattle

Kid friendly parks 
Bicycle paths off the busy streets.  44th St,  all the way 
down from the tip of Admiral to the junction,  would be 
a good candidate for a “”bicycle arterial”” way for adults 
and kids to travel.  Make it a through street for bicycles (ie 
yield signs to 44th at all intersections) but speed bumps 
so that cars don’t use it as a fast thoroughfare.

transportation

Getting things done.

Definitely traffic congestion

transportation and traffic

neighborhood sustainability - particularly with an 
emphasis on infrastructure necessary to support 
increased density in a way that enhances the 
neighborhood.

safety safety safety

safety

transportation -- demographics that encourage diversity

Let’s move onto safety as a focus; with all three grade 
levels in our area a concentration on safety should be 
constant--no room for repeated bank robberies.

Safety/security.  Alki Beach draws many visitors and users 
(not tourists), a percentage of whom cause problems and 
leave.
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Transportation (public/mass transportation, safer 
cycling), increasing environmental education/increasing 
canopy/reducing invasives, community involvement in 
the same (like nature consortium is doing along the west 
duamish greenway)

public transportation 
handicap accessibility

Housing affordability and public amenities

High quality design and construction of new 
developments, especially townhouse projects.

Since I live just outside the neighborhood, I’d like to see 
more focus on transportation into it.

Safety/crime

Not tearing down single family houses

transportation

Keeping the neigborhood a neighborhood. 
I don’t want to live in a soul less mega sized, hand your 
neighbor the toilet paper through the window suburb.

Quality multi-family/cluster development and consistent, 
diverse business district.

transportation, infrastructure - trees - road paving - 
underground power.

Improve the existing character and enhance the 
community’s identity of the Admiral

see previous comments

Detailed action plans...what is going on, what changes to 
original plan have been made, completion percentages, 
estimated completion dates, etc.  Plans made 10 years 
ago and just now being completed or still not started 
should be evaluated and discarded or updated as needed.

traffic, graffiti, gangs at the beach

Parks, safety, parking enforcement in busy areas

Families, communities, churches, schools and cleanliness

Infrastructure components such as utilities, schools, 
police/fire coverage and transportation within and access/
egress from West Seattle. Ensuring that redevelopers 
don’t get a free ride at taxpayers’ expense.

Green living and small business.

How has data changed and what are the possible 
impacts?

increasing public safety

preservation

managing pedestrian traffic, particularly where students 
cross

Transportation. 
I am also enjoying the concerts at Hiawatha.

Transportation 
Development of multi unit housing in small areas with 
disregard to appropriate parking

Transportation (how are we getting out of W.Seattle 
when the viaduct comes down?).

transportation
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Admiral’s Neighborhood Plan is parsimonious and needs 
to continue attention to the outlined priorities, with the 
inclusion of rapid public transit, however less focus on 
increasing parking and a shift in focus to rapid public 
transport will help our community thrive in the future.

Parking. Single-family houses.

Artsy projects like the totem pole and tiles, they are nice 
but they aren’t important in light of other urgent matters.

complaining about density and townhomes.

density should be achieved with more smaller scale 
developments like duplex, tri-plex, etc. rather than large 
buildings that dwarf the neighborhood character. Do not 
like what is happening in the Junction with dull, massive 
buildings overwhelming the smaller older buildings.

Less focus on multi-family development until the 
building codes have been revised to reflect what the 
Neighborhood wants to see as far as design and materials 
used.   
Less focus on development and density until increased 
patrols for safety if we’re going to be walking more.   
Less focus on density until there are More transit options 
and availabilty - time schedules.  Use smaller busses more 
often on less used routes to build up ridership.  Keep in 
mind bus use during the school year, which is very heavy 
between 2 - 3:30 p.m. 
Less focus on density until the multi-family buildings 
have usable parking for their 2-car families.  And those 
2-car families will not decrease until the transit issues are 
solved.  How can the area have growth with the publc 
services promised during the initial Urban Village Idea 
Presentations.

No comments

Housing.

Building multi-use buildings and multiple unit buildings.

Neighborhoods in my mind - citywide efforts would 
provide more meaningful development and given that 
neighborhoods now compete is just plain stupid.

Increasing density with townhomes and such.

gentrification and prettying parks that don’t need 
prettying.

demographics

I didn’t understand about the open spaces or the city 
services unless you are talking about police presence.  I 
know that Admiral does not get much police presence 
since the police spend much of their time much farther 
south.

parks

Parking - I don’t want to see a building torn down for the 
sole purpose of creating a parking garage.

parking, development, parks, law enforcement, traffic 
enforcement

density - stop the density impact - too many people in 
one area creates chaos and crime

de-icing roads, just use salt next time.

Ineffective planning and wasted tax dollars

Urban transportation issues.

Housing Density.  Improve what is there, not more

building more congestion-causing density

New Buidlings/Condos

Parking. I don’t see how open spaces and increased 
parking are at all complimentary.

Protectionist themes in the plan, and small=-view goals.

beautification projects such as creating new parks when 
existing public spaces (Hamilton Viewpoint) are under 
maintained

Bringing in any chain stores other than regional chains.

The voice of the small anti-child contingent.

hmm. i think sometimes those that are aging or live 
in single family dwellings distract us from making 
this a more vibrant village. don’t let those resisting 
density dominate as they are not the only voices in this 
neighborhood.

Parks and open space.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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making the urban-village TOO family friendly and 
drowning out younger/edgier/livelier night-life.

N/A

‘Family oriented’ features.

The senior citizens who have plenty of time to attend 
community meetings and are willing to shout loudly,  
should not control North Admiral.   This is what is 
happening currently.   North Admiral should be a diverse 
neighborhood that changes over time.  Not a place where 
every change that benefits the whole community is 
shouted down because some people don’t like change.

building

Seattle endless process

public amenities

building apartment or multi unit housing

housing development

?

Luxuries -- encourage park maintenance, concerts, etc. to 
be done by volunteers (such as the hiawatha concerts) so 
we can spend source resources on necessities.

The neighborhood has a strong lead as a community, 
don’t decrease but remain steady.  Transportation needs 
also seem to be leveling off unless we can move forward 
on a rail line into the city.

urban village

Squandering billions on viaduct demolition for 
downtown gain instead of dedicating funds to citywide 
neighborhood services/maintenance.

environmental issues

Multi-family housing

Pocket parks. I never see anyone use them

affordable housing and density.

setting unrealistic goals that won’t be achieved

Who lives here (demographics)

bars, nightlife, condos

Developing of new structures.

development

changing the parking from free to paid at various points 
around the area.

Measures that were accomplished many years ago (such 
as the library).
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Rapid transit between West Seattle neighborhoods as well as between 
West Seattle and downtown. From Admiral to downtown, the 55 
bus line is notoriously unreliable during the work day and is often 30 
minutes or more late in it’s schedule. During rush hour it is somewhat 
reliable, however it is the only public transport option. All of West 
Seattle, Admiral included, will significantly benefit from a streetcar or 
light rail. Less focus on increasing parking and a commitment to rapid 
public transport needs to be a part of Admiral’s neighborhood plan.

Addressing traffic on the WS bridge and issues surrouding the Viaduct

I can’t believe there was not a single African American resident in the 
neighborhood in 2000! I would like to know if we are becoming more 
diverse. Is there any way to estimate how the demographics have 
changed?

For the Safeway design plans, the parking should be below grade in 
a garage or on the roof.  No more big open parking lots on the street 
surface!  Utilize the space to bring more density and open, public 
spaces.

Data is too old, this is almost 2010 and the data is for 1998 & 2000.  It 
does not seem to reflect changes in the housing prices thoroughly and 
the growth in families in the community.

It mentioned mid block crossings achieved, and our attempts to create 
those wad flat out denied by SDOT

Blah blah blah

Pedestrian safety. We had a crosswalk death on Admiral Way not too 
long ago. One of the things we love about our neighborhood is the 
ability to so easily walk to the business district. It should be safe to do 
so. It should be a priority.

I would like to see some attention paid to the issue of increased gang 
violence

I have not seen the draft status reports - who has them? I did not get 
anything in the mail!  Are they written in a language we can understand 
or like the Zoning Code - where it is open for interpretation.  Yes I am 
very unhappy what has happened to the Admiral District.

Please see comments about housing from prior question

Too many to list.

Contrary to 2009 update report, Admiral Neighborhood has zero 
midblock crosswalks -- SDOT refused the neighborhood plan request 
for midblock crosswalk on California Avenue at Admiral Theater. 
The new traffic signal and crosswalk at 41st & Admiral Way is an 
intersection.

gentrification and working-class (poor) 
issues

Aside from the first page, the data 
presented is not clearly tied to plan goals. 
Each subject should address: 
1) How have things changed since the plan 
was developed? 
2) Does the neighborhood plan have a 
target for this metric? 
3) Are we on target? 
Possibly replace some of the demographic 
characterization (where I don’t think we 
have numeric goals), with other areas 
where we do, or should - ie tree cover, 
library usage, open space acres, etc.

Not sure about gaps, and hopefully 
someone will address this, but there are 
some serious punctuation issues with the 
first section on the left - lots of periods and 
commas that seem to be switched. I know 
it’s a little thing, but come on, this is an 
official document. Someone shoud edit it. :)

Somehow we need to support Lafayette 
and other local elementary schools 
in improving their playgrounds.  It’s 
totally absurd that the district doesn’t 
provide funding and that the schools 
are left on their accord.  With the focus 
on “”community”” schools, we should 
as a community, support the schools to 
enhance the children’s experience.  The 
grant process is helpful, but it’s a huge 
undertaking for a volunteers!

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Does not address any technology needs that are best 
served by local communities such as server access 
options, local network admins instead of through a 
market-dominant ISP like Comcast, free wifi incentives, 
community online resources like WSB, helping multi-unit 
property owners understand the benefits of building-wide 
wireless access (rather than residents all on individual ISP 
access points).

We need new play structures for  the large amount of 
families here who use the parks and large amount of 
people who come here to use the parks. We need traffic 
safety around the parks.  A lot of the safety issues around 
the burgarlies and crime are not addressed at all.  We are 
here raising children and safety is the primary here.

Are the demographics up to date?????

Increasing security/safety as population growth and 
patterns shift, especially given recent violent and gun 
activity at Alki that while not directly part of the Admiral 
neighborhood, affects us. There have been several 
shootings along Admiral as well since I started living here. 
Nowhere near as many as in other parts of the city, but 
disturbing nonetheless.

A designated dog-walking area should be created 
somewhere in Admiral so that the dogs don’t need to do 
their business at the Madison Middle School field every 
morning where youngsters play later in the day.

Impact of the 99 bridge construction

The new census data in 2010 will help a lot, but there 
needs to be some clarification of the development 
capability of the neighborhood. There should also be 
more transportation related data.

growth of population and stress on infrastructure - only 
appears to be marginally addressed

A continued focus on pedestrian safety.

Diversity

census data is old and doesn’t really give a good sense of 
how the neighborhood is changing. what other sources 
can you draw on to better reflect change?

Police presence and activity in our neighborhood. Safety 
and crime trends. And include pedestrian and cyclist 
injuries/deaths. 
Nonprofit services and activities in our neighborhood.

I’d like to see crime statistics.

public trsansportation

I’m not sure.

No clear solution to long-term traffic congestion - the 
solution isn’t public transit as most people need to have 
their vehicles, especially, two working household families 
with children that work outside of West Seattle and have 
to commute.

With parks, it seems like they start and do some things 
but then cut back or don’t follow through.  Also, seems 
like we could incorporate more with roundabouts, speed 
bumps, etc... around the side streets near the Admiral 
junction.  Also, could we keep up the parks more...
maintenance.

An overall satisfaction rating that reflects responses from 
surveys such as these.

Not sure what they are-- plan to get more involved 
in neighborhood issues so I can have more informed 
opinions.

I just don’t understand some of the statistics.  I see that it 
must be based on info a few years ago, but I know there 
are homes here worth >$400K, and there are african 
american families here, etc.  Makes me not really trust 
the info.  Regardless, I am glad a plan exists and that 
effort is being made to follow-through.

Failure to distinguish between routine city services and 
neighborhood-driven projects.

how to maintain diversity across income levels. cities 
aren’t just for rich people.
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There doesn’t seem to be information that helps point to 
problems or efficiencies in transportation (at least in our 
report) - either access around WS or into/out of WS.  I’m 
not sure what would help but perhaps understanding # 
of cars, bikes, scooters, bike lanes, bus usage.  Also, you 
mention employment by sector, but not unemployment. 
I’m also interested in how all the work got done - was it 
community groups, individuals, city programs?  How can 
neighborhoods affect these plans and investments, what 
are the options available, how are other neighborhoods 
doing it?  Is there a neighborhood that’s doing well and 
how can we model them?

I’m concerned that the phrase ‘open space’ means grass, 
clear sky, and artificial landscaping to some, rather 
than a natural wooded setting.  City policies seem to be 
supporting the former, rather than the latter and I don’t 
believe that is our neighborhood intent.

not aware enough to give an opinion



Status Check
Transcript of Aurora/Licton Springs Questionnaire Responses

The Aurora-Licton Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999 and 
includes the Aurora Licton Residential Urban Village. The map 
shows the neighborhood plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school
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less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

56 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp


aurora / liCtoN SpriNgS  aerial map



aurora / liCtoN SpriNgS

46

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

aurora / liCtoN SpriNgS

The only thing I’ve noticed is the proliferation of tall, 
tightly-packed townhomes, and that there seems to be 
more police activity in the Oak Tree shopping area.

There has been significant construction of multi family 
dwellings in the neighborhood. This has “improved” some 
properties that were otherwise vacant or run down. The 
Licton Springs Park is well cared for through the initiative 
local neighborhood council. There has been no obvious 
progress on the renovation and development of a lively 
community center at Wilson school. I wonder if that part 
of the project has been dropped, and hope that much 
more could be done in utilizing that property. I appreciate 
the new library at Northgate and the remodelled one in 
Greenwood.

Mostly to the negative:  1. Blight of poorly constructed, 
ugly townhomes bordering Aurora  2. De facto changes 
in zoning to increase density through variance approvals 
despite the city’s promise to retain the step-down 
zoning from Aurora east (comments from neighbors 
not even acknowledged).  3. It’s impossible to live in this 
neighborhood without a car, as almost all everyday needs 
are not accessable:  loss of Larry’s market removed the 
only full-service grocery store in the north end of the 
neighborhood; there are no drugstores at all. Aurora 
businesses supposedly produce a high “walkability index” 
for the neighborhood, but who wants to go to any of 
these places?  4. No improvement in Aurora; sex shops 
and strip joints have joined the auto-focused businesses. 
As one recent visitor commented: “who would think that 
there are such interesting little neighborhoods so close to 
this ugly, ugly street!”  5. No improvement in pedestrian 
access. Crossing Aurora is still a life-threatening 
endeavor. NO safe pedestrian access to the Northgate 
transit center - we desperately need a pedestrian 
overpass at 100th!  4. Lots of older single-family housing 
turning over to new owners who are fixing up homes. Too 
bad this and the influx of townhomes aren’t producing 
the expected increase in services.

We have sidewalks in more places which encourages 
more walking. The park has been cleaned up and I see 
more and more people using the space. However, the 
commerce side of things hasn’t gone as well. We lost 
Larry’s Market and the HT Market does not meet our 
families needs. I am disappointed that we do not have a 
more mainstream grocery store in our area that we could 
walk to.

Not much in the last 3 years.

Neighborhood petty crime (vandalism, theft) has 
increased in the last year.  The park and Wilson Pacific 
playfield have been upgraded.

Licton Springs park is much nicer, and well taken care of.  
We’ve got bike lanes by the college, and some sidewalks.  
We finally FINALLY got a proper crosswalk from the 
neighborhood and Southbound bus stops over to North 
Seattle Community College.  Less crime (relativley 
speaking) and more development of multi-family units.  
Overall it’s gotten much better than when I purchased 
my house (9 years ago).  I don’t like the fact we still have 
Aurora used as a freeway system.  The business owners 
along Aurora should be a little less concerned about 
cars and traffic and develop the avenue in a way that 
benefits the thousands of people living on either side of 
Aurora.  Sure people drive up to Aurora, but if it was more 
pedestrian friendly, we’d all sure spend more time on 
foot locally rather than just driving into Freemont to do 
our basic shopping.  I’m a 1 mile radius from all servcies 
necessary, but Aurora works like a huge barrier for us.  It’s 
easier to go over I-5 on 92nd street than it is to walk over 
to Aurora and try and deal with that whole vehicle mess.

the biggest change in this neighborhood has been the 
removal of single family homes with townhouses. this is 
an active, vital neighborhood with a great deal of walking 
and biking traffic (most likely due to the proximity to both 
green lake and north seattle). Licton Springs park has 
greatly improved due to the dedication of community 
members.

I used to visit this neighborhood years ago and it was 
less than pleasant.  After the new contruction has taken 
hold (and I bought in the area) it has improved some-
especially visually.   There is still a lot of improvement to 
be done though, as it is still a magnet for questionable 
activity due to the number of low-end motels and 
businesses in disrepair.  I think the increased supervision 
of these motels and their activity, with the addition of 
a few newer buildings and incentives, will do a lot to 
convince more business to come in to this area and create 
a “neighborhood feel” where those of us can have safe 
places to gather and create more of a community feel.

Licton Springs Park is much nicer than it used to be.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

I’ve lived here for 4 years and have not seen any change 
when it comes to the “revitalization” of Aurora between 
N 72nd and N 90th Streets.  The prostitutes and drug 
addicts are still as prevalent in my neighborhood as 
they were when I first moved here.  I have noticed the 
renovation of the Greenwood and Northgate libraries, but 
they don’t affect me since I use the Green Lake library.  
Since I’ve moved here, I have noticed and appreciated the 
improvements to the Greenwood Av/Phinney Av corridor.  
I’d really like to see the same happen on Aurora Ave N

Northgate mall area has changed. Mall has been 
upgraded and Thorton Creek has been exposed

I didn’t know there was a neighborhood plan.  BUt since 
I moved here the neighborhood seems a bit cleaner, 
houses look tidier. On my street there seem to be more 
owner-occupied homes, and more families with small 
children. A ton of town homes and condos have been 
built. Independent restaurants still don’t seem to be able 
to thrive, unfortunately.

lots of townhouses have been built; larry’s market closed; 
apartment buildings and duplexes have been torn down; 
street parking has gotten more crowded

Since I moved to the neighborhood in 2007 from the 
U-district I have seen a significant increase in the 
homeless population living in Mineral Springs Park 
located directly across from my apartment.  At night I 
can hear them yelling and fighting with each other about 
alcohol and drug related activities.  They also frequently 
race shopping carts and wheelchairs down the incline 
of N. 107th ST from Northgate Way to Meridian Ave.    I 
have also seen an increased amount of traffic cutting 
through from Northgate Way to I-5 using non-arterial 
streets.  This makes it rather difficult in the winter months 
to be walking in the dark to the bus stops on Meridian 
Ave.  More than once per week the cut through traffic 
is firetrucks that barely fit between the parallel parked 
cars.    When I moved to this neighborhood, it was 
appealing as a quiet almost sub-urban tree lined street 
type neighborhood.  Reminded me of the new-home 
subdivision I grew up in, in unincorporated east Pierce 
County.  As time wears on, this neighborhood reminds 
me less and less of home. It’s no longer quiet and it’s 
becoming plagued with all the reasons I left the U-district.

The Oak Tree plaza was put in place but that is slowly 
dying. The impacts are coming from the Aurora Ave. Task 
Force with the push for BRT and park end plazas. I dont 
see any of the plan coming about.

More homeowners

The neighborhood is getting better as some of the older 
buildings near Aurora, Nesbit, 85th are torn down and 
replaced with newer buildings.

In the 2 years since we have lived here, I have seen more 
and more owner occupied residences becoming rentals 
and parking has become more of a problem. There 
have been small improvements on the Aurora corridor 
between 85th and 105th, including some new stores 
opening and the light at 90th and Aurora. But overall the 
area remains downtrodden and the businesses in need of 
a facelift.

Better community invovlement, gradual cleaning-up 
of Aurora corridor.  There has been less crime since the 
development has slowed as well.

Have not seen much change in the 2 years I have lived 
there.

In the last 5 years I feel that the neighborhood has been 
changing for the better, but that there is still a long way 
to go.  The area is safer, cleaner, and more pedestrian 
friendly - especially on Aurora Ave.

I think it’s gotten a lot better since the yucky homes have 
been knocked down and townhomes have been built.  I 
love that the drug infested motel was sold and turned 
into affordable housing for young people who want to 
live in the city.  I still think there are some scary people on 
Aurora and hope it continues to improve.

More condos (too many), more traffic (too much--mostly 
late at night), more cars parked on the street. Also, 
neighborhood is becoming younger and more affluent.



aurora / liCtoN SpriNgS

48

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?
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I have seen some of the few remaining homes turned 
into townhomes (some never quite finished the 
process). I think the area has been cleaned up, and I’ve 
even attended meetings and “area cleanup” activities. 
However, there are still areas that remain unimproved 
- empty or torndown business areas - these spots invite 
less desireable activities. Also, I’ve seen some of the 
rented areas been “closed” and the inhabitants then 
move permanently to vans, trucks and rvs that remain on 
Nesbitt street between 88th and 90th. As I walk my dog 
daily, I see the townhouses for sale or rent and can only 
imagine that it is difficult for them to get sold or rented.   
The next thought my husband and I had - can we park 
diagonally on the dead, unmanaged grass strips that line 
the street in order to increase the amount of parking, 
widen the driving space, and decrease the unkempt look 
of the street?

I have noticed significant steps taken to gentrify and 
improve our neighborhood, which makes me very happy.  
Residences are being renovated, higher end homes are 
moving in to the area.  High density housing has really 
taken off here as well, creating a very densely populated 
living environment.  Vandalism (graffiti mostly) seems 
to have picked up in the past year, I am hopeful that this 
passes or is more closely monitored or handled with more 
speed.  I also have noticed that some structures in our 
neighborhood have been abandoned or have sat vacant/
unfinished for a very long time now, I would like to see 
that changed, have them either renovated or completed 
so families can occupy them.

I have lived here for the last 3 years and I have seen the 
emergence of more affordable homes in the form of  
zero lot townhomes.  In the year before the economic 
downturn, there was a proliferation of townhomes 
being built. This was both positive and negative. This 
made homeownership in Seattle more affordable, 
however those with homes in the neighborhood of the 
townhomes did see the availability of parking shrink.  I 
do, however, appreciate the diversity and influx of these 
young, urban professional young families moving into the 
neighborhoods.  I see lots of families with strollers out on 
the sidewalks, along side me and my family and that is 
very nice to see.

business community has not been able to develop 
due to continuing suspect criminal activities  which 
cause investment funds in the commercial sector to 
go elsewhere.  Adjoining residential  investment has 
occurred however due to lack of parking requirements 
pressure on street parking and  commercial parking areas 
has become a problem.

Increased housing density (replacement of traditional 
single family homes with townhomes); younger 
population moving into neighborhood; some cleanup of 
problem areas/crime (prostitution, drugs) on Aurora, but 
there is still work left to be done.

Actually there have been few changes that have 
materially affected the quality of life and the business 
climate in the last 10 years.

Safer.  Better quality housing.  Denser housing.  Less 
parking.  Parks have improved dramatically.  More 
children.

Thornton Creek commercial/residential development 
completed; freeway wall completed between 85th & 
92nd; new parking lots completed  at NSCC; new library 
and community center at Northgate.

Much noisier on our street after North Seattle Community 
College took out the forest/trees at the south end of the 
campus and put in a parking lot. The new sound wall has 
not changed the noise level significantly at our house. 
New library and community center are nice additions 
but the neighborhood is not yet pedestrian friendly. The 
sidewalks are missing or in poor shape from the west 
side of 1-5 to the mall so we seldom walk. We never 
walk to anything on Aurora - it doesn’t feel safe and the 
shops are not the type we would frequent. The newest 
development to the east of the transit center looks nice. 
The cinemas however, have very little street visability 
- they seem designed only for the people that live in 
the buildings. We have not been to either the theater 
or the restuarants as we kind of forget they are there. 
The improvements to Northgate mall are nice - I like the 
addition of more shops and restaurants. The parking lot is 
difficult to manuever through.

More density, especially in the L-3/L-2 zones, due to 
townhomes. Pluses and minuses.   More cars parked in 
the area, but more “eyes” on the street which makes 
things feel safer.  Neighborhood plans are out of touch 
with current situations



aurora / liCtoN SpriNgS aurora / liCtoN SpriNgS

49

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

I’ve lived there just over 5 years, and the only significant 
change I’ve seen is an increase in condominium 
development.

Many older mulit-family homes were replaced by new 
townhome style dwellings.  Little to no improvement to 
Aurora and surrounding area (still a very unpleasant area 
which reflects poorly on the neighborhood).

There haven’t been a lot of changes in the last year, other 
than some infrastructure improvement a few blocks 
away.

More townhouses have been constructed.    The 
Northgate community center and library opened.    
Neighbors have become very active in helping to keep the 
neighborhood cleaner and reducing crime in the area.

Housing density in the neighborhood has greatly 
increased. The new townhouses have replaced an aging 
housing stock, much of which was falling apart (including 
several actual crack houses). Crime in the neighborhood 
has also decreased, although some still exists. For 
example, car thefts were more common 4 years ago 
than they are today. Instead, the biggest problem is 
high-speed cut-through traffic hitting cars parked on the 
street--these cars turn into the neighborhood from 85th 
and cut through it to get to Aurora Ave.     There also are 
a lot of new babies in the neighborhood. Many of the 
young couples who bought townhouses are having their 
first and second children. This is helping to bring the 
neighborhood together, but also raises concerns about 
traffic speeds on the residential streets and the lack 
of playground facilities in the immediate area (Licton 
Springs park is not well connected to the southern side of 
the neighborhood and there’s a perception that crime is 
an issue in the park).

The only changes that I have seen have been in the last 
couple of years, brought about by residents and business 
owners that got fed up with the crime and disgusting look 
of Aurora, and took steps to do something about it. This 
has helped to create a neighborhood.

There has been some new apartment development 
on the south side.  There has been considerable and 
noteworthy development of community amenities, 
like parks and libraries.  Some trees have been planted.  
Home prices have increased tremendously, making the 
community unaffordable to young or median income 
home buyers.  There are more bike lanes.  There STILL 
remains a heavy emphasis on driving.  There STILL 
remains a lot of paving, concrete and land dedicated to 
street.  There still is not enough tree canopy.  Energy 
use (commercial and residential) remains higher than 
desirable.

The biggest change are all the *ugly* townhomes that 
have gone in. These are an eyesore and do nothing for 
the neighborhood. Many, many of the folks living there 
are “transient” in the sense that they only are buying to 
move “up”. They don’t like the area and do not participate 
in any community. We see or hear from very few of these 
folks on the Licton Springs Council or with the GAIN 
community clean ups. If these townhomes  continue 
to “creep” over the neighborhood, I will sadly have to 
consider leaving. Seattle wants density, density, density, 
but provides no infrastructure or building standards to 
create community. Seattle government cares nothing 
about community or people living here, just about the 
building trade. At least that’s my viewpoint from a long-
term resident. I have very little love for the government 
of Seattle. And, as an extension, since they do nothing for 
community, it’s hard to love this City at all except for the 
natural places that exist here.

Has not changed at all exept a few new developments of 
townhouses have shown up.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?

transportation housing safety parks &
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public facilities
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buildings
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We could use bicycle officers on Aurora to minimize crime.

pleased that telephone poles remain free from advertising  and that businesses try to 
maintain a clean environment

This neighborhood has excellent access to I-5 and Aurora, as well as several high-quality 
bus routes. The #358 is a great route and, as such, has high ridership--sometimes a little 
too high and the bus is packed, bus I don’t find that to be a deterrent.    The housing 
in the neighborhood is a good mix of single-family, townhouses and duplexes, with 
a few apartments intermixed. The single-family homes are pretty expensive, but the 
townhouses provide a good alternative. The variety of housing types means that as 
couples with young kids outgrow the townhouses, they could (theoretically) move into 
one of the larger single-family homes--if they could afford one.

The Northgate community center is very nice and I like the summer concert series.  I 
would like more encouragement of restaurants and other businesses,

We live close to two major bus routes that are very convenient to downtown and our 
neighboring neighborhoods.

Happy that there are several parks within walking distance, in addition to libraries and 
community centers that are also walkable from home (although a bit farther).  Having 
things be a walkable distance from home is an important aspect to neighborhood 
statisfaction for me.  Convenient to be able to catch a bus to downtown or the University.

Regarding the Aurora corridor between N 72nd St and N 90th St  - I appreciate the 
building of the bars, restaurants, and PCC grocery store on the southern end of this 
corridor.  The northern end of this corridor is still dangerous, and I would never walk to 
any of these areas at night.

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• townhomes replacing 
motels/scary apartments
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I like the Northgate transit expansion.  We use the 
Transit station almost every day.  Licton Springs Park is 
a huge reason we’re still here.  Open, diverse and a great 
neighborhood asset.

licton springs park is a great little park, but there are 
often sketchy looking people hanging out there.  I have 
called the police several times. I’m glad there is building 
going on, lots of townhomes (I live in one) but I wish there 
were some single family homes going up too.

The neighborhoods seem to be in a gradual state of 
improvment, not only by new construction but by 
current owners taking more interest into making the 
neighborhoods a better place to live.

The condos have replaced poorly maintained houses 
that were a blight on the neighborhood. They have also 
brought in a new crop of neighbors that have greater 
pride in ownership and a more outgoing sensibility.

North Precinct has been doing a great job, albeit they 
have been  short-changed in resources.

Licton Springs park was a positive amenity when we 
decided to move to this neighborhood.

Excellent access to downtown Seattle by car, and to 
airport as long as the viaduct remains; reasonable 
access by bus except for the lack of pedestrian route to 
Northgate transit center.  The North Precinct officers and 
staff are fabulous.

I love the Northgate library and visit it weekly.  The 
improvements to Wilson-Pacific playfield are welcomed.

I like the changes at northgate

This neighborhood, specifically Meridian Ave between 
Northgate Way and N. 92nd ST is highly served by Metro 
Transit and very easily accessible to the Northgate 
Transit Center for further commuting.  My commute to 
downtown is between 25-45 minutes.

I love the existing parks in LS. I am also pleased with the 
taxpayers vote to put money into these parks with the 
Pro Parks levy.

we have lovely neighbors that are dedicated to the 
community. licton springs park has been greatly 
improved due to their hard work. we have wonderful 
activities that happen at the park as well.

I love how convenient the 358 is, even though it’s 
sometimes overcrowded and a bit rowdy.

greenwood park

The 358 comes frequently. Safety has improved. Removal 
of the prostitution signs.

The Green Lake and Greenwood libaries are nice, though 
the Green Lake library seems to have very limited hours.

Licton Springs Park and Mineral Springs parks are little 
gems and when added to open space of the college make 
the neighborhood very nice to walk (with the dog) in.

There has been a focus on safety through GAIN and the 
Aurora Avenue Action Committee and it seems to have 
helped.  But there is a lot more that could be done to put 
more eyes on the street and make Aurora safer.

99 is a great thoroughfare. It could use longer crosswalk 
times (the lights don’t change for very long).

The changes seem to be encouraging more community 
interaction.

I feel that with this location, everything I need is withing a 
few miles and is easily reachable by car, bus, or bike.
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other things respondents 
are dissatisfied about:

• The whole area is an eye sore
• Still NO SIDEWALKS! I believe 
when North Seattle was annexed 
in the late 30’s/ early 40’s 
sidewalks were promised. 70 
years and still counting.
• parking
• parking & noise
• parking availability
• The X rated shops really are an 
eye sore on Aurora.
• Traffic law enforcement
• Improvements to Aurora
• pedestrian friendly streets don’t 
exist in the neighborhood
• maintaining unpaved alleyway
• we see a lot of homeless parking 
in campers in our neighborhood 
and although northgate has 
improved, we miss larry’s market 
and need a nice grocery store.

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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open space
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What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?
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The transportation situation continues to be driven in the wrong direction by 
Seattle Dept of Transportation.  They are not listening to the people who live and 
work here.   Parking is getting worse and worse for residents and customers.

Safety on Midvale Avenue N. is really sketchy - speeding traffic at all times of 
the day poses a real threat to residents and their kids.  We could use some speed 
bumps.

safety affects transportation as bus route on Aurora is one of the  most UNSAFE 
route Metro has.  When people see a metro police car  following behind the bus 
they tend not to want to use the bus system.  Also there is no support for the small 
businesses from the  neighborhood residents as they feel the Area is unsafe. The 
bus shelters are extremely unsafe as they are used bvy drug deleers, prostitutes and 
homeless people.  Concern for the safety of residents is primary-

I wish the the 99 looked like it does in shoreline...clean and nice paved sidewalks 
with medians with planter boxs ect. The police do not seem to keep loitering people 
away from places and the motels bring most of these people to our neigborhoods 
but nothing ever seems to be done about it.
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Parks:  the school on 90th has a great sports field, but there 
is a tall chain-link fence around it that is usually locked up 
so that you can only enter on the north side. Since the field 
is so large, this serves as a major deterrent to using the park 
and I have seen several people jump the fence instead of 
going around. Why does the fence have to be locked all the 
time?  Also, there needs to be better connections between 
Licton Springs park and the neighborhood to the south of 
it. Perhaps some wayfinding signs and new pathways could 
help. We also need more pocket parks, particularly around 
the townhouses where there is a high density of residents. 
A pea patch would also be fabulous and is of particular 
interest in townhouse residents who typically have small 
yards, often with little direct sunlight.    Public facilities:  
there really aren’t any in the immediate neighborhood, 
although several are close by. I think the existing libraries 
in Greenwood, Greenlake and Northgate serve the 
neighborhood’s needs, but it would be great to have a 
community center of some sort. Perhaps the school could 
be converted (at least partially) to a community center 
as it seems to be underutilized.    Business district: the 
businesses along Aurora, north of 80th, are pretty limited 
and pedestrian access is horrible. The fast food drive-
throughs seem to attract shady dealings in their parking 
lots. Not sure what the City can do about that, but it would 
be great if more neighborhood-serving retail/restaurants 
could be enticed to join the area.    Safety:  I have concerns 
about drug deals in the neighborhood; this has decreased 
in the last 4 years, but it is still an issue and these people 
drive super-fast down the narrow residential streets on top 
of everything. Also, the bus stop at 85th & Aurora, in front 
of Jack-in-the-box does not seem safe at night (not sure 
how to fix that). As for high-speed cut-through traffic on 
the residential side streets, it would be great to have speed 
tables installed to force drivers to drive more slowly (for 
example on Midvale and Stone). We already have traffic 
circles but that doesn’t help on the blocks immediately 
adjacent to 85th.  Another solution would be to make 
those north-south side streets inaccessible from 85th, so 
that you could only turn out of the street onto 85th, but 
still allowing two-way traffic--essential through some sort 
of planting that would block off half the street’s entry to 
85th. To go along with that, the “do not enter” sign on 88th 
at Nesbit should be reversed to allow people to enter the 
neighborhood from Aurora but not exit towards Aurora--
that’s how the eastbound and northbound traffic avoid the 
light at 85th and Aurora.

Sidewalks encourage pedestrian activity, small, local and 
independent business patronage, it is safer for children and 
more attractive.

parking in and around townhomes appears to be 
challenging. there also needs to be more work on 
creating sidewalks and pathways in neighborhoods where 
there are no walkable sidewalks.

Parking is a huge issue in our neighborhood. When 
medium density housing was planned for this area, 
it seems that 2 car families were not the target 
demographic.  On my street (Midvale Ave. N, just north of 
85th) the street seems to be mostly families with at least 
two cars.  I don’t have a solution in mind, but I DO NOT 
want to lose the parking strip in order to widen the street, 
many of us use that as an extension of our yards, and 
enjoy the “tree lined” feeling of our street.  What I would 
like is the ability to get some of the cars off the street.  
Perhaps a parking lot could be planned, one that would 
be accessible by permit?

As I mentioned, I would prefer that the city not put grass 
areas out that line the street, then not come to care for 
them. Only a small percentage of those who live here cut 
the grass or ever water it - and it gives the area such an 
uncared for look. At the same time, we need more driving 
space and more parking space. Can we park diagonally on 
the dead grass??

I hate driving on Aurora.  It’s so depressing, especially 
with all the motels and xxx shops.  I wish we could do 
what Shoreline did on their section of Aurora.  Also, 
sidewalks really need improvements.

It is hard to pick one, as the business district and 
safety are closely related, as to who they attract.  The 
congestion of 85th street (and the disproportionate lack 
of maintenance) is a daily frustration.

Wilson-Pacific is an untapped resource in our community 
but is currently an eyesore. The building is rundown 
and neglected, it is unclear how the building is used if 
at all, and the ball fields are difficult to get into and not 
maintained well.   Our business district is nonexistent and 
could use some help. One issue is the lack of parking on 
Aurora and the problems with crossing Aurora.   Aurora 
still seems unsafe at night, and I worry that it overflows 
into the residential side streets. There are many rundown 
vans, RVs, and campers that line Stone and 90th every 
night, it is obvious that they are transients since you see 
the same vehicles over and over again. Are these being 
patrolled at all?

The area could use more family friendly businesses 
(coffee shops, etc).
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Aurora needs improvement in terms of the businesses 
it offers neighborhood residents.  There are some 
neighborhood gems nestled in amongst the mess, but for 
the most part, it has little to offer.  Additionally, the street 
itself is an unpleasant, unsafe, and inconvenient place to 
walk.

Regarding the Aurora corridor between N 72nd St and N 
90th St  - Prostitutes and drug addicts are still prevalent, 
especially on the north end of this corridor  - Police 
presence used to be more noticeable when I first moved 
here 4 years ago, but I see less and less police in the past 
couple years.  - I live near N 88th St and Stone where the 
streets are one-lane.  Though I park in my garage, I have 
heard SEVERAL complaints of neighbors having their 
parked vehicles get hit by passing cars.  Something needs 
to be done about this!  - I don’t feel safe walking along 
Aurora Ave N on the north end of this corridor at night.

Although we have a strong police presence with the north 
precinct, the area around Wilson-Pacific seems to attract 
a lot of interesting late night activity.  Business activity 
seems to also be centered around Northgate, with very 
little development happening on the Aurora side of I-5.

There’s nothing to do in the neighborhood. It’s not very 
walkable. There are abandoned properties (on Stone and 
on 93rd) that detract from the neighborhood’s appeal. 
There should be higher standards for maintenance of 
these properties. Stone Ave between 94th and 100th 
would be a perfect retail district. I could see residents 
walking to restaurants, coffee shops, pubs, shops, 
etc. Also, people consistently speed on neighborhood 
streets, don’t yeild to pedestrians, and don’t properly 
use roundabouts (cutting through the wrong way, not 
yielding to traffic in the circle - I was even pulled over by 
a police officer that didn’t understand the rules for traffic 
circles!).

Not quite as safe as we’d like.  Police station in the 
neigborhood is nice, but response to crime should be last 
on the list.  Preventing crime should be first.  Thankful 
they finally took down those terrible “your entering a 
drug and prostitution watch area” signs.  Commercial 
and multi family units encroching on single family lots, 
and builders getting away with building too close to ECA 
zones.  Business owners on Aurora should quit catering 
to the car business, and turn toward the neighborhoods 
for business.  More walkable shops and sidewalks, less 
parking and commercial delivery.

there are often scary/sketchy people wandering the 
neighborhood. Last summer it was worse so maybe it is 
getting better. wish there was more of a variety of new 
building going on instead of just townhouses. it is a drag 
living near so many apartments buildings with people 
moving in and out all the time.  Wish there was a better 
grocery store nearby, HT Market does not at all compare 
to the old Larry’s.

The 358 bus route on Aurora is still one of the worst buses 
in the city.  I’ve seen no improvement to reducing the 
crime that plagues Aurora (drug dealing, prostitution, 
other criminal activity taking place at low rent motels).  
Many new businesses have come and gone to Aurora 
as the unattractiveness of the street seems to be a 
hinderance to any type of business trying to survive.

88th street has become a thoroughfare for fast cars with 
loud music at all hours, but particularly in the middle of 
the night. There are also more vagrants coming though, 
which make me feel less safe for myself and my eight-
year-old. I think it is critical that there be some form of 
speed control on 88th.

The business community has been left out of the 
discussion of how the neighborhood should progress. 
Any change will require money, time, and “guts” of 
the business/property owners to make changes in the 
neighborhood. Wishful thinking will not make things 
different. City has not listen to our needs and have not   
tried to engage the business community. This lack of 
understanding and outreach will cause many businesses 
with their  hundreds of jobs to move outside of Seattle 
to more business  friendly areas. Please take note if 
anyone is actually reading this:  Seattle is starting to have 
the reputation as being unfriendly to  business. There 
are other cities and counties who would love to support 
our businesses and the thousands of jobs that they  
represent.

We have a lack of public facilties in this neighborhood.  
We would have to use the resources of Northgate and 
Greenwood which are already crowded.

Aurora looks run down.  There are several vacant lots and 
some building projects that have run out of money and 
been left unfinished.  The businesses along Aurora do not 
generally meet my needs and I am drawn much more to 
the surrounding communities.
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See comments about changes in neighborhood. When 
I moved here 15 years ago, I thought it was going up. 
Instead it has deteriorated, mostly due to the city’s 
“urban residential village” development frenzy coupled 
with total lack of action on items in the neighborhood 
plan that would have at least partly compensated for the 
proliferation of cheaply built, ugly housing.

I mourn the loss of Larry’s, a full sevice grocer.  I have to 
travel several miles to the nearest QFC.  Unfortunately, 
the HT Market that replaced Larry’s does not adequately 
serve my needs.  I am worried about the future or the Oak 
Tree Cinema following the opening of the new theater at 
Norhtgate.  I am worried about the rise of gang violence 
in the Northgate area and the increase in vandalism and 
theft in my own neighborhood.

Not many good businesses (restaurants, bars, retail) on 
aurora avenue.

Aurora bus corridor needs improvement.  Route 358 is 
only route serving Aurora and needs to be improved.  
Would love to see a Wilson-Pacific community center 
built.

This neighborhood is missing a grocery store.  If you 
are living a car free lifestyle in the area of Meridian AVE 
between Northgate Way and N 92nd ST the closest 
grocery store is QFC on Roosevelt and Northgate Way.  
This is too far to walk with multiple bags of perishable 
foods, and too long of a bus ride which requires a 10 
minute layover at the Transit Center.  In the summer on 
non air conditioned buses, it’s virtually impossible to shop 
for perishable foods especially milk and frozen foods.  
The grocery store in Oak Tree Plaza is specialized only to 
Asian foods and has very poor standards for cleanliness 
and food handling. Most of the foods on the shelves are 
past their sell-by date and some are even rotting on the 
shelves permeating the aisles with rotting smells.

I think I said it all on the previous page. I would add that I 
am not pleased about the lack of attention the City pays 
to the existing business district on Aurora. I know there 
has been groups studying the issue (I was on the initial 
group), but very little actually is done under the guise of 
money or lack of interest in legislating change.

at times we have many homeless or campers parked 
around our neighborhood. we live near the college 
and find a great deal of people choosing to park in 
our neighborhood instead of on campus. i am really 
concerned about the loss of beautiful single family homes 
that are being quickly replaced by townhomes. traffic can 
be a challenge at times. i think it is ridiculous that there 
is street parking on wallingford between 80th and 85th 
considering it is also supposed to be a bike path. i have 
had many ‘near misses’ with cars, bikes and busses, not 
to mention the students at blanchet! please consider 
widening this portion of wallingford by not allowing 
parking.

It would be really nice to have a real supermarket in our 
neighborhood.  Crossing Aurora to go to the Safeway up 
in Greenwood is a long drive, and not a safe walk.  The 
HT market just isn’t a very nice supermarket, so I don’t 
go there for normal groceries (great asian food though!)    
It would also be nice to have a Bartells or Walgreen’s 
nearby.  Perhaps replacing one of the many car 
dealerships along Aurora that just look trashy.      There 
is a vacant lot at 87th and Nesbit that would make a 
wonderful park.      The cars along Midvale and 85th often 
get hit by cars driving too fast down the street.  I have 
been almost hit by a car multiple times, since it’s hard 
to see them coming between the rows of cars parked on 
both sides of the street.  Are speed bumps or something 
like that an option?  People speed down our street trying 
to skip Aurora and 85th.      Some of the older (vacant?) 
buildings, especially close to Aurora are trashy.

Public safety is hot/cold. Neighbors are having an effect 
with public safety (GAIN - greenwood aurora involved 
neighbors). The Wilson Pacific school has potential but it 
just sits. There isnt much to say about businesses along 
Aurora.

Sidewalks are treibble !!! Business district north of 85th 
is a hodge podge mess with no unifomity in the least bit 
-- nothing short of awful looking.  No greenery at all - WE 
NEED TREES ON AURORA!

There are too many tightly-packed townhomes being 
built (even in this market, the building continues).  The 
businesses on Aurora and in the Oak Tree shopping area 
are all run-down and do not invite foot traffic.  Regarding 
safety, there have been dog attacks in Licton Springs 
park, and a spate of arsons in the neighborhood recently 
which are of concern.
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I still would not want to walk or shop on Aurora after 
dark. I have noticed that some of the drug dealing and 
prostitution seems to have moved south, toward the 
hotels near the Aurora bridge (I work in Fremont). In 
general, with the exception of the little patch by the PCC 
at Green lake, Aurora is still a very uninviting place to 
travel either by bus or foot.

Still major car orientation.  I would like to see Aurora 
Avenue more ped-friendly, and more bike lanes and 
sidewalks throughout.  More affordable housing options 
(like mother in law units).  An improved business district 
with trees and greenery.  More community gardens.

There are countless homeless people who park on our 
street, and sleep in their cars/motor homes. Since there 
is no parking restriction (permits, etc.) there is nothing 
that can be done. We DESPERATELY need parking 
permits, and more of a police presence, specifically a foot 
presence.

I’m concerned about the ability for 1st & 5th Avenues N.E. 
to handle traffic being created by the new movie theatre 
at Thornton Creek.  I think that the Thornton Creek plan 
should have included a major grocery store if the intent 
really was for an urban village.

I bike to work often and there are several areas where 
the road is in poor condition or has seems that can be 
very dangerous to bicyclists.  Many areas do not have 
designated bike lanes.    On the corner of Stone and 88th, 
there is a townhome complex that is partially complete, 
but looks like is no longer being worked on.  The 
unfinished house looks unnattractive and are just sitting 
there.

With the density growing here and to the west in Ballard, 
more consideration need to be paid to transportation.  
N. 85th is congested and blocks the entrance to it’s side 
streets: Midvale, Stone. . .  The motels need to go away.  
They send a bad message.
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As described in earlier answers.

Prior to 2007 AWFUL, NON EXISTENT.  Post 
2007 somewhat well, meaning, at least we have 
people working to improve things and it looks 
like we are getting results.

The neighborhood still lacks a cohesive center. 
Of the 5 strategies listed in the plan, only the first 
has been implemented and it was done so when 
the plan was adopted. The neighborhood still 
lacks a community center; the business district 
still needs some serious revitalization (efforts 
have mostly focused south of the neighborhood 
on Aurora thus far); the Aurora Avenue corridor is 
still unfriendly to pedestrians; and neighborhood 
connections don’t seem to have been improved. 
This neighborhood has accommodated a lot of 
population and housing growth, but has yet to 
see the benefits that are supposed to accompany 
that density.

I don’t consider my area an “”urban village.”” It’s 
essentially run-down businesses and lots of infill 
condos and apartments.

Need to move forward and faster on developing 
the Wilson-Pacific space into a community hub

How can you predict the future 10-15 years out? 
These are static documents, without any ability 
or process

for change. There needs to be a way to be able to 
make changes, as needed, when things become 
unrealistic or does not make “”sense”” anymore.

So far have seen little changes to Aurora that 
seem to be key to the vision.  Wilson school is still 
an unfortunate eyesore.

planning can be done but accomplishing the plan 
must and is up to the investment of dollars by 
residents and investors.  So far the only investors 
are small multi-family projects (lots of them) and 
major investors do not seem to be interested 
in this area because city decisions are made by 
people who have no knowledge of

necessity or respect for those who will invest in an area.  The city 
by continuing to announce “”planned improvements to the area 
that do not occur and are detrimental 

to the area cause more hesitation on the part of investors.  
Flooding along the Aurora Avenue corridor is well documented 
and continued visible criiminal activities all contribute to lack of 
willingness to invest in the area.

I haven’t lived here long enough to know.

I’m neutral on this - as I know the Neighborhood Plan is being 
worked on, local opinions are being collected, meetings are being 
held - but I haven’t really seen any changes (yet). I am assuming 
that it takes time though...

I think what’s helped is the Seattle Night Out block party so 
we could get to know our neighborhoods and build a sense of 
community.  I’m honestly not sure what the city has done to 
improve the area.

One of the issues in the mixed use commercial district on Aurora 
- this has not been achieved and doesn’t look like it’s going to 
be achieved in the next few years. Nothing has been done with 
Wilson-Pacific, the school district could at least clean it up so it 
doesn’t look so neglected. (landscaping, repave parking lot, paint, 
repair windows)

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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How well are your Neighborhood Plan vision and 
key strategies being achieved?
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I see that the Oak Tree area is destined to be the Urban 
Village center but the only services it provides is a 
second-run movie theater, a filthy Asian market that 
needs to be shut down by the health department, 
“”adult”” video stores, and prostitution.

Aurora retail area shows no progress. Walking on Aurora 
Ave is not pleasant

When it comes to the revitalization of Aurora 
Ave between 72nd and 90th, I’ve seen little-to-no 
improvement on the north end of the corridor. 
I’ve seen no progress in developing the Wilson Pacific site 
as a community center 
On the positive side, Greenwood and Northgate libraries 
have been renovated.  Also, the Greenwood corridor has 
much improved and has been revitalized.

I just found out about the plan, so I’m not sure. Have 
there been efforts to evangelize this with residents? It 
would be great if there was a palpable momentum behind 
the strategies.

There has been improvements-so thank you!   The 
implementation of the improved transit center, the 358 
bus route and bike paths/improved sidewalks outlined in 
many meetings sound like they are going to be grand, but 
it is hard to tell exactly how close we are to realistically 
achieving the goals.  I know I still feel a bit embarrassed 
to tell people where I live and that the feeling of safety 
when I’m walking (especially at night) is still an issue.

Overall it seems to be working toward the final strategy, 
but it took constant work just to get basic safety items in 
place; mainly sidewalks and crosswalks.

i think the licton springs community works very hard and 
have a vision of what we want for our neighborhood. the 
sidewalk on 100th is great, but i was disappointed to find 
it didn’t go all the way to stone and college way.

I don’t see the urban village idea moving as fast as I’d like. 
However, the recent recession is probably a lot of the 
problem.

The priority clearly seems to me to have been on 
increased density. Many new townhomes fill the 
neighborhood and the new development at Northgate 
adds to the perception that this kind of growth is high on 
the city’s list.

I don’t see much improvement in the businesses on 
Aurora.  There was also much flooding in Licton Springs 
during heavy rains last winter, so the drainage issues 
are apparently not being addressed.  I don’t see the City 
taking any lead in cleaning up Licton Springs Park, other 
than recently some new trees were planted, which is nice.
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WE NEED TO PRIORITIZE SUSTAINABILITY.  Energy use, 
coverage, impervious surface, local food production, local 
economic growth should all be part of the plan.  Not JUST 
land use stuff.

We need trees on Aurora with better sidewalks, this 
should be a priory and yet it doesn’t seem to get the 
attention it deserves. Redevelopment of the commercial 
property on Aurora from 85th to 90th is essential to 
the neighborhood plan.  This is one of the “”scariest”” 
portions of Aurora and is near the proposed community 
center site/Wilson School.

The four strategies not yet fulfilled still are relevant, 
however my top priorities would be: (1) traffic calming 
on residential side streets (an easy win); (2) increasing 
park space and access to existing parks; and (3) improving 
Aurora Avenue to make it more pedestrian-friendly and 
increase retail/shopping/dining options.

We have more immigrants moving into the area, with 
rental costs being relatively affordable.  Should think 
about bringing community-based services into the area 
(maybe housed at Wilson?).

These plans are not legislation. These are not city laws. 
These are mere suggestions that might be implement. 
Make these plans legislation, not nice to haves. 
Otherwise, they mean nothing.

Reading the vision, I heartily agree with it and would 
love to see it enacted for my neighborhood.  If it were 
fully carried out, the improvements to the area would 
substantially improve the quality of life for area residents.

Walkways are hugely impotant as are parks. There does 
not seem to be any commercial district - but perhaps I 
don;t visit that part of the neighborhood.

it deals with Wilson Pacific, public safety and business 
development at the Oaktree and in the streets off aurora

The “”urban center”” needs cleaned up!

I’m not sure what this question means.  Are “”what”” still 
the priority?  If you are referring to the key strategies, I 
wouldn’t be the one to answer that question since I don’t 
know what the city’s priorities are.  They don’t seem to 
be since no progress has been made in some of those key 
strategies.

Just found out about the plan, so not sure.

The sum of it’s parts will get us closer to the goal. Any 
improvement is a good thing.

The Aurora/licton corridor project was a program that 
SDOT came in with, asked our opinions, and then 
summarily caved to the business owners along Aurora 
and didn’t really take any of our requests or concerns 
seriously.

The only parts of the plan that appear to be a priority for 
the city government are the parts that favor developers 
with no personal investment in the neighborhood.

As I said, it seems that a really creative and vital use of 
the Wilson school including renovation and development 
has not taken place. This probably can’t happen without 
something akin the Phinney Neighborhood Association, 
but, that is the sort of thing I’d like to see. I often go to 
Phinney because I like what that group offers. 

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.
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people and community

energy use 
gardening 
tree coverage 
conversion of impervious surface to pervious 
promotion of alternative modes of transportation 
affordable housing and diverse housing options 
support to small businesses 
improving walkability of Aurora- and more housing there 
more park space 
higher density near transit areas

Trees on Aurora, Better sidewalks, Redevelopment of 
85th to 90th. Attacking more business that will be used 
by the community.

(1) traffic calming; (2) increasing park space and 
improving access to existing parks; and (3) improving the 
Aurora corridor (see response to previous question)

I like the key strategies as laid out in the draft report.

Cleanup and beautification - painting grafitti, STREET 
SWEEPING, etc. Also, more attetnion to the 99 corridor.

Aurora

How to attract businesses, job creation, and public safety.

pedestrian uses in the neighborhood - sidewalks; and 
creating a community focus area which doesn’t exist for 
Licton Springs.

Better infrastructure, ie roads and grocery store to 
support Thornton Creek project.

Community center, public transportation.

Fostering safety and realiastic transportation solutions

Safety; alternative transportation (including safe 
pedestrian access); open spaces and vegetation

public safety

safety, community involvement, upkeep on the roads 
(lots of construction and potholes!)

Revitalization of structures, dealing with abandoned 
structures and general area beautification.  Fixing/
widening sidewalks along 85th st. Neighborhood 
watches for vandalism and safety issues.  Bringing in new 
businesses would be nice.

I’m concerned that my husband and I (both 40), and both 
FULLY employed with no kids (husband has full time job 
with the government), cannot afford a home (other than 
a town house) in the area.

safety, transportation

Small business development, improvement of sidewalks 
on 85th st.

getting rid of the trashy places/businesses/motels on 
Aurora.

traffic

Creating a sustainable business district and community 
center.

the commercial center

Sidewalks extending to Northgate Way.  Rezoning.

Wilson Pacific uses. Public Safety

Affordable rents further away from Aurora Ave and 
cleaning up the Aurora corridor and promoting good 
business not adult-video stores, prostitution and drive-
bys.

encouraging more single family homes to go up. bringing 
new shops and businesses. safety in the park.

encouraging pedestrian activity, easy local 
transportation, small business and restaurants

Improving aurora ave for pedestrians and improving the 
business on aurora ave.

- Crime statistics: Theft, home robberies, property 
damage (both home and vehicle), assaults, arrests for 
prostitution, etc

Development of the business district along 99 and 
attracting new community-involved businesses.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Liveability and walkability.  Turning Aurora into a 
plesant place for neighbors, not a freeway from 
seattle to Edmonds.  Better bikeability (already a huge 
improvement, though.)

safety

Transportation.

pleasant to walk along aurora

Continued redevelopment and revitalization of Aurora, 
cleaning up and making safety and crime prevention 
a priority. Zero tolerance for drug dealing, gangs, 
prostitution. Graffiti has increased enormously over the 
past ten years but appears to be quickly cleaned which is 
appreciated.

Attracting foot-traffic friendly, newer, cleaner shops 
and businesses.  Improving safety in and around Licton 
Springs Park.  Not allowing Cyndy’s Pancake House to 
become a strip club. 
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cleaning up 99.

building more density

creating a community center. It would be nice, but I don’t 
think it is as essential as creating welcoming parks and 
open space where neighbors can congregate and children 
can play.

There seems to be a lot of focus on the east side of 
Lichton Springs, but little on the west side. Another park? 
There is a nice big lot on the corner of 88th and Nesbit - 
make it a public space!

Public resources like Library and Community Centers.

Nice to haves and wishful thinking.

Making Aurora into a bus freeway.

Cars

parking restrictions

demographics

The goals looked pretty good.

group neighborhoods

Neighborhood connections

Northgate, it seems to be coming along nicely

Cars.  Car lots.  Car part stores.  Car traffic.  Car parking.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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I have not read the draft status reports that I know of

we need date on:  energy use, tree coverage, impervious surface, 
gardening, local business success/failure, etc.  A FOCUS ON 
SUSTAINABILITY.

The status report does not adequately capture the drastic changes in 
housing types in the neighborhood, in particular the number of new 
townhouses constructed in the last 5-10 years. Also, the status report 
doesn’t seem to weigh in on the actual implementation status for the 
neighborhood plan--that is, what has been achieved, what has been 
disgarded and what is still on the “”to do”” list.

No real business input or business stakeholders. These drafts are just 
rehash of the old plans from 1995.

Public transportation not incorporated into plan.  Need to coordinate 
with Metro.

Crime and safety remains an issue in the area, particularly on Aurora 
Ave.  The plan does not seem to address the issue.

Have there been any discussions about parking issues?

safety.

85th is an important cooridor, and I do not always feel safe walking to 
and from the bus on that street.  The traffic on 85th is hard to deal with, 
especially when trying to turn from 85th onto Midvale (the intersection 
is always blocked by cars waiting at the 85th and Aurora light).

Through traffic in the side streets (stone, midvale, nesbit) trying to 
bypass 85th to get to Aurora. Those residential streets are not built for 
that

This is an addendum to my earlier comments. I have looked at the 
draft “”status report”” - in fact, I had looked at it before, I just didn’t 
recognize it as a staus report as it has no current status information 
at all. There is NOTHING in it. You will notice that of the “”priorities”” 
listed in the lefthand sidebar, only the goals of the urban residential 
village (increased housing density along Aurora) have been acted on, 
and that with a blight of ugly housing that is already deteriorating. NO 
OTHER ASPECTS OF THE PLAN HAVE EVEN BEEN ADDRESSED. This 
is so patently the case that no actions addressing any of the priorities 
are even mentioned in the so-called “”status report.”” Why are you 
wasting our time with this?

The crime statistics that I mentioned above

Estimated timelines would be great

The vision outlines making it easier, safer and 
more pleasant for neighbors to walk and shop 
along the 99 corridor.  I think a key part of this 
is having shops, restaurants and encourage this 
traffic.  What steps are being taken to improve 
the quality of the businesses in the area, so 
these others items can more easily come to 
fruition?

I haven’t seen a draft status report so can’t 
answer any questions about it. Given the poor 
follow-up on the original plan, I am not inclined 
to put any effort or attention into this endless 
process without action or results that is Seattle 
government.

Nothing seems to advocate for a clear and 
defined neighborhood connector route.  Like 
the Burke-Gillman trail.  How do you cleanly get 
from neighborhood to neighborhood on a bike?  
Does our bike/pedestrian plan match and join 
Greenwoods?  Seems like the neighboorhood 
plan does a good job per neighborhood, but 
who is making sure all those neighborhoods fit 
together?  I feel like the plan spends too much 
time making sure each neighborhood has it’s 
independant voice and feel, but the overall plan 
should be cohesive.  I worry that aspect is not a 
addresed in the draft status reports.

Thank you for this initiative. I read some of the 
status plans for other neighborhoods and found 
it interesting to read the statistics for places I 
often go (Fremont--workplace) and Wallingford 
(where I lived before).

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?



Status Check
Transcript of Belltown Questionnaire Responses

The Belltown Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1998 and 
includes the Belltown Urban Center. The map shows the urban 
village boundary.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

100

0

20

80

60

40

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

211 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/belltown/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

belltoWN

the p-patch,the dog park,new sidewalks on 3rd and the 
repaving of 3rd and 4th aves.

Seen heavy increase in drug activity as well as day 
workers loitering the streets.  The amount of homeless 
has increased in the are as well.

Much higher density of affordable housing and senior 
housing, along with service-based agencies in the 
neighborhood. More high-rise condos in the past 5 - 10 
years.     Once the city emphasized cleaning up the retail 
core (around Westlake Center) the drug and prostitution 
traffic moved north into the Belltown area.

more crime and trash

There is more evidence of policing, mostly private 
contractors tho drug deals are still obvious  Second 
Avenue, where we live, is much more attractive: new 
sidewalks, trees, plantings.  Other streets nearby have 
been enhanced or are  in the process of being enhanced 
in similar manner  Churches have come in, with more on 
the way.  A park has been converted from a playground 
where drugs and hanging out were a problem to a dog 
play yard which gets lots of use  Shelters continue to 
be integral to the community though the number may 
have declined  A great number of housing units have 
been added  tho sales are slower than hoped  Retail has 
grown substantially tho there are vacancies. Many are 
restaurants or coffee houses and many more people 
come to Belltown for recreation and shopping  The 
Sculpture Garden has proved to be a major enhancement  
Myrtle Edwards has been greatly improved for walking 
and picnicking  Seattle Center is in constant upgrade and 
is heavily frequented by Seattle citizens and tourists  I see 
more evidence of tourists on Belltown streets

Much more housing but very bad packets of crime

I’ve only been here 2.5 years but I’ve noticed significant 
increasing in housing being built (or the start of it 
being built), the opening of some amazing restaurants 
(Branzino, Kushi Bar, Umi), and of course the Sculpture 
Park which has significantly increased my enjoyment of 
the neighborhood. I moved into Belltown just liking it OK, 
and I stay because some of these changes made me fall in 
love with it.

There are more, new, mid and high rise residential 
buildings (expensive condos or low income housing).

Hasn’t changed much, haven’t been here long enough to 
see the changes that have been made.

Yes. Gentrification has outpaced diversification. Olympic 
Sculpture Park was completed, which is the only 
significant preservation of open space.    Question: given 
the number of condominiums in Belltown, why are they 
excluded from “specified owner-occupied units”? Isn’t 
that what I live in?

Greater density of buildings and people.  More noise.  
More traffic.   Tagging.  After-hours security problems 
and noise. More street refuse and litter.  Tree canopies ln 
some sreets are adding comfort and beauty.  Some new 
buildings are adding a positive appearance and “dressing 
up” the neighborhjood.  More police presence would help 
public behavior.

Too great an emphasis has been placed on the 
accommodation of social services outlets.....at the 
expense of other viable development, particularly in the 
Belltown core zoning.

Well- for better and worse.  the growth of apartment 
buildings, retail, etc. has been positive. the street drugs, 
homeless, crime, dirt - much worse.

Belltown has been transformed from a scattered 
collection of low-rise commercial buildings and parking 
lots with a smattering of residential buildings to a vibrant, 
higher density neighborhood that looks to improve its 
urban landscape, indivdualism and safety.

More buildings have been built, some with public art 
and interesting sidewalks like vine street.  Belltown park 
became a dog park, that’s a big improvement.  Speakeasy 
burned into a shell and finally got torn down.  Many 
businesses have come and gone, a few sustain all the 
time. There seems to be a net increase in neighborhoody 
businesses.  Sculpture park got built, it’s a slight 
improvement but mostly I like the running path. I like the 
new cruise ship terminals out at the end.  I will be happy 
when all the repaving is done.  I chipped into  the Tillicum 
Park lighting but I don’t often get down there so haven’t 
noticed the difference.

It’s hard for me to tell. I think there’s a little more activity 
(people walking around) but I may just be more aware of 
what’s here.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

The drug activity, homelessness, and crime seem to have 
increased -- Bell Street seems worse than before to me.      
There are quite a few new residents, businesses.  Street 
life is better, and there seems to be more density.

I have been here only for 3 years. Adding the Sculpture 
park was a huge improvement. I wish there were more 
parks.

The dog park has been an improvement, but there still is 
too much drug dealing going on.

For better or worse I haven’t noticed a huge change other 
then addition/remodel of apartments/condos.

I see the improvements that are being made and for 
the most part, it should be nice once they are finished.  
However, and you’ve heard it before, this city is 
absolutely absent when it comes to policing the homeless 
and the beggars and the drug dealers.  It’s pathetic really.  
I’ve been everywhere in this country and for some reason, 
seattle does NOT get it when it comes to understanding 
that keeping the streets clean and free from homeless 
and beggars INCREASES revenues for local businesses 
and improves the overall quality of any neighborhood.  
Oh, but that would be hurting someone’s feelings, huh?    
Seattle will never get it.

Fewer affordable rentals. More high rise condos. 1st 
Ave nightspot activity has increased. More traffic. Less 
parking. Most local businesses are service oriented; high 
cost of living means most residents work elsewhere, and 
vice versa. Socioeconomic character is mostly middle 
to middle upperclass white middle age as might be 
expected from the residential cost. Parking situation has 
deteriorated with the completion of SAM Sculpture park, 
installation of electronic parking meter units.

Residential building growth, reduction of free parking 
spaces.

Too many high rise building over 100 ft

Unfortunately, a lot of new (very) high rise. We feel like 
the neighborhood is sacrificed to build as many new 
condos as possible

Yes, I feel like the neighborhood has been cleaned up due 
to extra police prescence.

Yes, there has been a lot of condo construction.

The number of transits have increased, drug dealing has 
increased, dirty streets increased. Clubs/restaurants/
bars seem to decrease - that’s sad to me as it’s vital to 
keep a healthy entertainment component to Seattle 
and Belltown should be that neighborhood. LOTS 
more condos too many lower income apartments. Not 
enough open space. WE NEED ZONED PARKING! Other 
neighborhoods have it, we should not have to pay $2.50 
every 2 hours to live in our homes!

In the year + that I have lived in Belltown the recovery 
cafe has moved, the crocodile lounge has reopened and 
there appears to be increased construction.

There has been much new construction creating more 
residential and commercial space.  Many business new 
business continue to open. The sculpture park was 
completed.  The street crime/drug dealing/prostitution/
hustling has increased. Street parking has become more 
of an issue.

Belltown changed quite a lot! There are a lot more 
restaurants, shops, night-clubs, high-risers and a few 
skyscrapers. The Sculpture park was a great addition 
to the neighborhood. Overall the neighborhood looks 
cleaner but there are still some areas where people still 
buy/sell drugs.

Improved.  Could use some more trees / greenspace.  
Impressed by the quality of new residential buildings.

More condominiums; revitalization of some dilapitated 
properties; more traffic; less parking.

Completion of the Olympic Sculpture Park provided 
an exquisite ammenity and “backyard” for the 
neighborhood, also giving much better access to Myrtle 
Edwards Park. The addition of new condos has added 
many more residents which in turn has improved the 
sense of safety in the neighborhood. Good restaurants 
and services - both those that have been in the 
neighborhood for awhile plus some notable newcomers 
add to creation of an interesting, walkable neighborhood 
that has some patina - not overly chic (a good thing).     
Druggers and sale of drugs on the streets seemed to 
escalate when police cracked down on problems in the 
downtown core. Moving the day labor location has 
created some changes on Western Avenue. Though the 
laborers were not an issue, there were many druggers 
who infiltrated the area too.
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More large condo buildings have been built.  There is 
more “mobility,” perhaps less involvement with the 
neighborhood.

noticed several new businesses, drug activity/chaos 
seems to have held steady if not declined on a somewhat 
noticeable/experiential level

Density has increased enormously, along with increased 
street vitality, nightlife, noise, drug dealing, and violence.  
We have gained nonprofit provided homeless/low-income 
and higher market-rate housing, but have lost affordable 
workforce housing.  We have gained restaurants, mini-
marts, and fashion designers, but lost basic service 
providers for hardware, gardening, drugs/sundries, 
lumberyard, books/records, and medical clinic.  Regrade 
Park is now a dog park.  The Belltown Community 
Center project is dead.  Western and Elliott avenues 
remain freight corridors through the densest residential 
population in the city and lack pedestrian amenities and 
safety provisions.  The Viaduct and Battery Street Tunnel 
continue to negatively impact Belltown.  Hopefully, the 
Viaduct will be coming down in my lifetime.

It hasn’t changed. Maybe there are nicer restaurants and 
bars.

Yes, there have been changes, however, all there were 
more plans in place that have not been accomplised.

Their is a visible increase in transients & homeless.     Drug 
Activity has increased as well.    Several businesses in 
the community have become a magnet for the low/
no income population.       Friends, family and visitors 
are initimated by the people that visit and rest in the 
neighborhood.   Improvements to sidewalks and the 
Clean Alleys program have been a step in the right 
direction.

Many improvements, most especially Regrade Park. 
However, criminal activity has not been seriously 
addressed by the city, nor has anti-social behavior, 
and both contribute to most negatives attached to our 
neighborhood. This is shameful.

My neighborhood has become more dense.  I have 
observed more retired people in the neighborhood.  We 
have more condominiums.  We have an increased amount 
of transients, homeless, mentally ill, and drug dealers.

The noise, homeless, and drug dealers don’t seem to 
have lessened any.  I can’t say I’ve noticed any significant 
changes except the PeaPatch cottages were renovated.

Prior to late 2008, the most notable changes related 
to real estate.  Large numbers of developments in 
residential condos and a few public space projects 
(like SAM) stand out in my mind.  Maybe there is a 
bit more polarization economically because of these 
developments:  very high end or very low end and a 
smaller percentage of people in the middle.  I always felt 
it was evolving in a very random, unplanned way -- so I 
was very encouraged to see that there is, indeed, a plan 
AND a process to receive input for that plan.  One thing 
that has not changed in the last 8 yrs (my time in the 
neighborhood) -- we have no meaningful progress or 
vision for the viaduct.  (Saying we can build a tunnel but 
without a reasonable expectation of proper budgeting 
or funding is not a vision)  The stops/starts with regard to 
light rail have also been discouraging.  Now that some 
runs are coming online, it feels like a disappointment to 
wait this long, spend this much money and...this is is?

I have only lived here for 6 months. I rented an apartment 
at first at the Olympus across the street from the 
Spaghetti Factory. After 3 months I decided I loved it so 
much I bought my second home here. My main home is 
on Vashon Island. I have worked in Belltown for 4 years 
located at Elliott and Wall. I love Belltown. I am a native 
of Seattle being born and raised. I have seen tremendous 
change in the last 30 years. The Olympic Sculpture Park is 
beautiful. What a awesome job. I hope that the proposed 
“park boulevard” turns out just as well.

Lots of construction

In the two years I have lived in Belltown, improvements 
include cleaner alleys.  I see, however, more and more 
drug deals taking place openly during daytime hours.

Lots of road construction projects, development that has 
started and frozen, reduction of affordable and available 
parking, more social, violence and drug issues in areas 
that used to not have them

There is so many more crazy people on the street now 
and there are never any police patrolling the area

More crime. More gunshots.
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Major increase in residents.  More retail and other 
services available to those who live in the neighborhood.  
Olympic Sculpture Park is a major new amenity.

Yes, the amount of homeless in the area is very 
concerning. The loitering on 3rd ave and Lenora is very 
scary and I walk down to 2nd or 4th because I don’t feel 
safe.  It should not feel this way.

More homeless people in the street, more aggressive 
homeless people and mentally challenged people being 
ruder, louder and hanging out anywhere they like as 
they wait for the shelters. More street construction that 
doesn’t seem to have an impact other than congest traffic 
and make noise. The growth of more local businesses, 
dining must move into 3rd, 4th and 5th avenues. I’m very 
glad I don’t live on first avenue and I won’t go there at 
night because of drugs, drunks and crowds.  The sidewalk 
refurbishment is a positive. I like when the police park 
their truck on 3rd - I think it’s a great deterrent and I 
would like to see more police presence. I feel the number 
of officers on bikes has gone down dramatically. I would 
like to see the growth at northgate such as Thornton 
Place - be rethinked for Belltown. They have a mix of 
own/rent/retail for all. The only development I see if mega 
million dollar condos for the super rich - now many are for 
rent.

NEW SIDEWALKS

The focus on small sustainable businesses in the 
neighborhood has improved.  The number of nightclub-
related violence seems to also be going up, mostly with 
places like Venom, Tabella/Copper Cart, and Belltown 
Billiards.  But places like the Crocodile, Bedlam Coffee, 
Shorty’s, and other locally owned businesses seem to be 
doing a good job of keeping the neighborhood alive.

It went downhill. Increase in drug activities. Lots of 
drugged up street people loitering around. It used to feel 
much safer and cleaner. If its not safe; making it pretty 
or fixing its streets will not make much of a difference. I 
believe having various social services concentrated within 
few blocks of each other, have contributed to decline in 
neighborhood.

Belltown is quite different today than it was in 1999.  
There’s more housing, but it’s very expensive.

Gone downhill.   Much more litter, overflowing trash cans, 
littered streets, graffiti on parking kiosks and buildings.  
Terribly out of alignment sidewalks.  Who’s responsible 
for these?  Our own building just spent $40,00 to replace 
our own sidewalk on 2nd Avenue.  If we had to do this 
why don’t other property owners if the city’s not going to 
do it?

Crime has increased near 2nd and Bell and overall in the 
neighborhood.

Yes. With the advent of the police department structure 
on 9th, Lenora has become an arterial for police vehicles. 
In addition, the YWCA shelter and the food bank, on 
opposite sides of the street in the 2000 block of 3rd 
Avenue have proven troublesome. They intimidate 
my guests, although personally, I am accustomed to 
them. One Sunday morning, I counted 12 ambulances 
dispatched to the medical facility next to the YWCA. 
We were promised there would be NO drugs or their 
negative effects on our neighborhood. Don’t you think 12 
ambulances imply some bad drugs on the street?

The neighborhood has experienced a period of rapid 
growth as new condo buildings have been built, the 
Olympic Sculpture Park was constructed and several new 
businesses have opened.

Lots has changed...some for the better and some for 
the worse.  Some of the better includes the okay for the 
Belltown Park Boulevard along Bell and Sculpture Park, 
the recent popping up of new outdoor sidewalk seating 
for cafes and restaurants, and the cleaner alleyways with 
the dumpster removals.  The bad includes the prevalence 
of the open air drug market that no one seems to care 
to do anything about, seemingly endless construction 
that brings noise, dust, and shut down sidewalks that 
seem to happen all at the same time (I think there was 
construction on 3 out of 4 sides of my block all at once 
this summer) and the lack of lobbies or waiting rooms 
for the social service resources that are all along 3rd 
Avenue (Ex: the block on 3rd between Virginia and 
Lenora that contains YWCA, Worksource, Angelinas, 
and another shelter across the street leads to people 
blocking the sidewalks with bags of belongings, loitering 
on neighboring properties all day while waiting to get in, 
the perfect area for drug dealers/pimps to target, excess 
noise, congestion for the bus stops sharing the same 
block, etc).
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back and forth.  seems to ebb and flow with increased 
police presence and attention.  let’s put it this way - when 
there are bike cops and a couple cars parked by the 3rd 
& bell bus stop everything seems fine.  10 minutes after 
they leave all hell breaks loose and continues until 4am.  
other than that the clubs seem more responsible and new 
restaurants are great.  new park planning seems a like 
a good plan as well so long as attention doesn’t die off 
quickly and they turn into magnets for crime.

More buildings and night life which is good.  There has 
also been an increase in drug dealing and itinerants which 
is not good.  Some progress was made when the park at 
3rd and Bell was converted to a dog park, but most of 3rd 
is still pretty hostile to walking and even parts of 2nd by 
Bell and Blanchard have gone downhill.

The safety level I have felt on the street has fluctuated 
quite a bit. Retail shops seem to be going away and are 
being replaced by bars.

Very few substantial changes.

In the last decade there has been a building boom 
in Belltown. Neighborhood has expanded south and 
west, population has increased. With the completion of 
the Olympic Sculpture Park, Belltown has become an 
attractive place for people to visit.

In the 3 years I’ve lived here, the neighborhood outside 
my door has gotten less seemingly-dangerous.

Yes, the overall appearance of the neighborhood has 
become more gentrified.  Tillicum Park, the Cistern Steps, 
and various new condo and apartment buildings have 
improved the image.  The P-Patch continues to attract 
visitors from around the world.  I feel more connected not 
only to my condo neighbors, but also to many others in 
shops and restaurants throughout the neighborhood.

There are more people, more expensive condos, more 
homeless and down and out folks on the streets.

+ Olympic sculpture Park; more condos; repairing streets 
and sidewalks  - more crime

I notice more open drug dealing and panhandling .

Yes.  Belltown has become a burgeoning, dense and 
diverse neighborhood.  Capitalizing on its diverse 
history, I believe most Belltown residents wish to keep 
some of the same eclectic diversity that formed this 
neighborhood.  However, in doing so, we MUST take 
care of the homeless population, the drug population 
and -- most important to me -- the litter and filth on the 
streets of our neighborhood.  As a downtown resident, 
I walk alot and keep my car in the garage.  And as I walk 
to downtown, the waterfront, through my Belltown 
neighborhood, I am literally sickened by the garbage, 
litter and filth on the streets.  I generally pick up litter on 
my walks -- but I must sometimes walk several blocks 
before there is a trash can in which to deposit the waste.  
Also -- I’m appalled that merchants in Belltown don’t 
take responsibility for picking up and disposing of trash 
on their blocks!  It seems to me that Belltown merchants, 
restranteurs and others would do better business if the 
sidewalks in front of their establishments were regularly 
cleared of litter and debris.  This goes for cigarette 
butts.  Shorty’s on 1st Aavenue for instance -- the pile 
of cigarette butts at the curb, which I assume they’re 
thinking the City is going to take care of, is sickening.  
Same goes for clubs whose litter from the night before is 
evident the day after.  Same goes for parking lot owners 
whose lots are refuse-bins for beer cans, food wrappers 
and every other other thing imaginable.  Leasors who 
make money off of their properties should be responsible 
for the clean-up that comes with their properties.  I 
propose that block-by-block merchants gather and find 
solutions to dealing with the litter and filth on their block.  
If everyone did that, it would go a long way in alleviating 
the problem.

The neighborhood improvements (Scupture Park, 
P-patch, dog park)  have personalized Belltown and 
improved safety.  The neighborhood is much more 
inviting to those of us who live here as well as to outside 
visitors.

Overall, the neighborhood has improved, but there is still 
much room for further improvement.
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Belltown P-Patch has improved in quality and appearance 
significantly.  The Cistern steps was constructed, but 
due to problems in construction or communication or 
planning has never been operable.  Greening Vine was 
begun, but never completed.  Crime has increased, 
decreased and is on the increase again.  Several new 
condos have been constructed.  Several new restaurants 
have opened.  Few have closed.  Sculpture Park is open 
and serves as an amazing asset to the community.  There 
have been improvements in Myrtle Edwards Park  Traffic 
has increased significantly.  Dog Park on 3rd has opened.  
Reports indicate drug trafficing is on the increase.  Small 
corner groceries have opened.  Handicap access is being 
added to the curbs at corners of sidewalks.

There are more condos now than when I first moved here. 
There are several new building that have gone up in the 
past three years. The crack addicts have not spent time 
under my window this summer. That’s a plus! Rents have 
gone up considerably, although my apartment has not 
increased in size, and there have been no improvements 
to the building, inside or out. Funny. . .  Many businesses 
have come and gone. 4th avenue is finally improving 
between Bell & Battery. There is a lovely new gallery 
there, and 2nd Friday artwalks are beginning to catch on.

Yes

The Olympic Sculpture park was built and many of the 
streets are friendlier for walking.

It has become dirtier and noisier.  There is definitely 
more graffiti.  I feel that there is not enough of a 
police presence.  What police there are do not attempt 
to interact with the residents.  Several times I have 
attempted to smile and say “Hello” to the cops on 
bikes.  Not once have I received a response or a nod of 
recognition.  I feel that the police are almost afraid to 
interact with the people and are more comfortable to sit 
on their bikes and talk to each other.  Studies have shown 
that there is less crime when the police act as part of the 
community instead of sitting around as outsiders.  Seattle 
has an incredible tolerance for aberrant behavior and this 
will be our downfall.  People will not commit crimes if 
they feel that they are being included or recognized.  And 
people will feel better about their neighborhood if they 
feel there is some kind of partnership with the police.  
People who they know and recognize.

More nightlife, although the quality of nightlife has 
dropped. Feel more secure.

I moved here from First Hill a year ago, so I cannot tell 
significant “changes” made in Belltown in details, but 
I can tell improvement in some area since I moved to 
Seattle 19 years ago. However, this is what I found that 
need to be improve in Belltown.         1. Still have streets 
drug dealing.   2. Trash, (beer cans, bottles, discarded 
food, etc) cigarette butts (especially on the streets by 
bars and night clubs where business owners let clients 
smoke outside of their premises.)

1) Within these 2 years, the feeling of Belltown, with new 
condo buildings popping up every year, is one of OVER-
CROWDING.  And as more condo buildings are built right 
smack against each other, we have the sad realization 
that a lot of the SKYLINE IS GONE.  2) NOT IN KEEPING 
WITH ESTABLISHED BELLTOWN DESIGN STANDARD 
is the Elliott/Cedar proposed project in regards to a) the 
courtyards and garden areas adjacent to the Bellora 
complex and b) the distance between South Bellora and 
the North 2600 building.

Lots of construction, including condos, businesses and 
the Olympic Sculpture Park.

NA

Belltown seems to have “declined” somewhat in the last 
3 years.  Previous to that it was quite thriving and active.  
The dog park at 3rd and Bell was a major improvement.  
There are still more junkies and do-nothings than 
necessary walking around.  I am not sure if the move by 
Casa Latina was a catalyst or not but it seems that the 
useless drug dealers on Western at Bell who used to be 
there in the morning are more sparse.  Since the latest 
recession started many restaurants do not serve lunch 
anymore.  I was pleasantly surprised to see places full on 
a recent Thursday night (I think it was July 30).

Grown substantially over the last ten years.  When we 
moved in we had police coverage often.  Now we don’t 
see much in our area that needs policing.  Drugs, dirty 
street, and poor lighting.

Yes, there have been more residential housing units 
built, the sculpture part was developed, and with it 
improvements to Myrtle Edwards park. Have not 
experienced any additional development to Vine or Bell 
streets. The only pedestrian friendly improvements 
that I’ve noticed have been aligned with new housing 
developments.
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Denser residential population. Sculpture Park added. 
More burglaries.

More residents.  More visitors.  Cleaner streets.  More 
visible drug sales.  Lots more children out on the streets.  
Lots of dogs, runners, tourists...  Overall, a larger variety 
of people out (not just empty-nest residents, office 
workers, and twenty-somethings clubbing on weekends), 
and people are out at a greater variety of times.  Lots of 
construction (and therefore fewer vacant lots and parking 
lots).  More traffic on Elliott, Western & First.  More 
restaurants, and a greater variety of them.  The Sculpture 
Park has been a wonderful addition, and has contributed 
to the positive change (as well as the increased number 
of cruise boats).  But there still doesn’t seem to be any 
central anchoring core.  Sometimes it’s First & Battery, 
sometimes 3rd & Virginia, sometimes nowhere in 
particular -- it seems to really depend on the season and 
the restaurants/stores that are in business.

More drug sales out in the open. More people urinating 
openly. More drunkenness and drinking openly. More 
begging, shouting, more trash, more urine soaked smelly 
streets.

more condos, fewer places to rent - especially affordable 
ones.  Less parking and the enforcement is of payment 
violations not of safety violations.  Crime is distinctly a 
problem.  It’s moved around rather than dealt with and 
is at such a level that even the area cops when called 
to certain types of crime or certain locations just give 
responses like “heh, it’s just the local crackheads, ain’t 
much we can do”.  Plus there’s way too many places 
serving alcohol with too many of them overserving 
for this neighborhood to have any sort of long term 
residential feel.  It’s like watching a housewife chase 
mice with a broom.  A problem is solved in one tiny area 
to just pop up again in 2 or 3 others a mere few blocks 
away.  Doesn’t matter if we’re discussing crime, alcohol, 
homelessness or anything else plaguing Belltown.

Crime is up - more homeless on streets

signficant increase in housing units.  Increase in 
restaurants and nightlife.  Olympic Sculpture park 
provides a great neighborhood amenity.

lots of apts bldgs. Consequently lots of people and dogs.

The residential population has increased with the 
addition of high-rise apartments/condo’s.  New 
restaurants and clubs have followed.  Unfortunately, the 
clubs have introduced noisy and unruly behavior after 
they empty out late at night.  Drug activity has increased, 
particularly in the alleys.  In general, the perpetrators 
are not Belltown residents.   Overall, the appearance of 
Belltown has improved over the twenty years we have 
lived here(Sculpture Park, Vine St., etc.).

A lot more development has taken place, causing me to 
become very aware of the mix between mid-rise buildings 
up to 5 stories and the high rise buildings. Inevitably, 
this concerns me that without a strong voice from 
residents in urban planning, the streets of Belltown could 
end up looking like the financial district - inhospitable 
and empty, except for people who are on their way to 
somewhere else.     On a positive note, the majority of the 
bars & nightlife are concentrated in a single location, so 
residents can choose whether they live near that area or 
away from that area.    A common complaint that I hear 
and share is that much of the district suffers from littering 
and frequently smells like urine. Expansion of MID into 
Belltown was proposed a few years ago but doesn’t 
appear to have moved forward. I always notice how clean 
the Westlake area is, despite its high volume of foot 
traffic and homeless people and attribute this largely to 
the MID workers I see cleaning the streets.

The buildings have gotten larger and denser.  I used to 
be able to see the Sound in many places while walking 
on 1st Ave. - now there are mostly only glimpses of it.  
The P-Patch is better now, however, with the renovated 
cottages and the “missing piece” of property added 
to it.  The 3rd and Bell park as a dog park is a vast 
improvement.  The SAM Sculpture Park is an amazing 
addition to the neighborhood.

Scultpure Park/Mrytle Edwards Park are great.

The Olympic Sculpture Park has been the biggest single 
improvement, although businesses on 2nd Ave. seems 
to be finally taking advantage of long-ago street and 
sidewalk improvements. 1st Ave. seems to be losing 
some of its luster. That may be due to the down economy. 
The drug dealing and vagrancy seems to be up as well. 
Again, that may be the economy but also my perception 
of having lived here several years and grown tired of 
the wreckage Friday and Saturday nights leave behind 
on street cleanliness. Would love to go out on a Sunday 
morning and not find a garbarge-strewn street.
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In the last 2.5 years, I’ve seen a slight decrease in crime, 
panhandling, graffiti and open drug trade, but it still 
remains a visible problem. More police presence is still 
needed.    Belltown Cititzen’s on Patrol (BCOP) has made 
a difference.

There’s been modest improvement, largely in 
sidewalks, tree plantings, and in street paving (normal 
maintenance).  A new “street park” is planned for Bell 
St., but a true and ‘usable’ City Park for Belltown has 
been discussed for a long time, and is still needed.  Drug 
dealing is temporarily down since the “Honduran” bust, 
but seems to be on the upswing.      My biggest concern 
however is Noise!  Sirens, motorcycles, loud cars and 
late night bar closings all contribute, but the problem is 
greater in Downtown/Belltown than in most other urban 
areas due to the increase in sound levels in the “canyons” 
formed by the concentration of high rise buildings that 
naturally amplify them.  I suggest that (as in other cities, 
like Beijing, for example), except in “life-threatening” 
situations or true emergencies, that sirens be banned . . . 
and efforts made to attack other sources of ‘illegal’ noise 
(over-loud motorcycles and cars).

More condos, the olympic sculpture park

11 large (more than 75 units each) condo developments 
built; more drug activity along Bell Street and farther 
away from Western where it used to be concentrated; feel 
more unsafe in early evenings from clusters of youths just 
hanging out on corners; 5 local businesses went out of 
business and only 3 replaced with another business

I has improved with more services restaurants retail etc. 
Still too much vagrancy drug dealing crime

There has been an increase in residential housing.  The 
restaurant scene has developed quite well.  The sculpture 
park is amazing!  I don’t see much crime or homeless in 
my area but I hear that it has increased on 1st ave.

1) CRIME: crime has become much more “visible,” in 
that i see it for myself and read about it in the media. 
Concurrently, i’ve seen a major decrease in police 
presence. I used to see police patrols regularly in the 
early morning (5-7a) and now it’s rarely to never -- unless 
they’re responding to a call.     2) BUSINESS: the economy 
definitely has left its mark in Belltown. Seeing WAY too 
many empty storefronts and am concerned this could be 
a blocker in creating a healthy and vibrant neighborhood.    
3) HOUSING: definitely have seen more and more 
residential buildings pop up since i moved in. I like seeing 
that, but one thing that has failed in this regard is clear 
planning on traffic control and mixing in more green 
spaces and/or places to get people to get out into the 
neighborhood.

POSITIVE CHANGES:  Belltown’s density has increased, 
older vacated buildings have been rehabilitated and 
occupied making it a lively neighborhood.   NEGATIVE 
CHANGES:  In the last 2 years, Belltown has experienced 
increased Illicit drug traffic, prostitution, shootings, 
graffiti, gang violence and an over active late night bar 
scene, all of which are causing residents and businesses 
to relocate to other neighborhoods for safety and 
security.  Many businesses, retail and restaurants, are 
having difficulty continuing to attract  their prior regular 
customers because of the increased violence and illegal 
activity on the streets, both day and night, and are 
planning to relocate.  Being a landlord, I hear a lot of 
that now, as opposed to 4 years ago when I had multiple 
applicants for vacant spaces, and the quality of tenants 
was greated than today.  Presently the Lampreia & 
Flying Fish restaurants are looking to relocate to safer 
neighborhoods to draw back their higher end clientele.   
Fine dinning is being replaced with more bars.

More drug activity.  Attempts to curb it have been 
moderately successful. Better signage and media 
presence over the last 10 years.

just moved there

Residential construction has increased the density of the 
‘hood

street care has deteriorated. More homeless, drug related 
events.

More park space  Steady level of crime
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The completion of the Olympic Sculpture Park and 
the bridges over Elliott and the rail tracks has had 
a big impact in the pedestrian access and safety to 
the waterfront and Myrtle Edwards Park. The idea of 
greening Vine Street is good, but seems to be moving 
slowly. The plan to make Bell street a pedestrian 
connection from the waterfront to Denny Park is very 
desireable and I am eagerly anticipating the completion. 
The new private construction projects and assisted in 
cleaning up some of the dinghy neighborhoods, but there 
needs to be much more efforts to clean-up our sidewalks 
and streets. Is there and ordinance that requires the 
property owners or tennants to be responsible for 
keeping there frontage and alley’s in a clean condition?

Lots of new condo developments.  The usual amount of 
restaurant churn due to a highly competitive scene.  Less 
homeless seem to be about than 10 years ago.  Open air 
drug deals still happens, though more spread out than the 
old spots at 3rd and Bell or 2nd and Bell.  I do think the 
neighborhood appears cleaner (trash in street) than it did 
10 years ago.  Car breakins are still a huge problem.  I live 
and work in the neighborhood and I probably see broken 
car window glass a few times a week as I walk to work.    
Police presence is almost non-existent like 10 years ago.  
I see far more parking enforcement than anything else.  
You can’t park illegally, but you can get away with car 
break ins it seems.

I have seen the neighborhood go into general decline.  
More drugs, more gangs, more crime, more litter, more 
bad behavior, more graffiti.    THIS NEIGHBORHOOD IS 
FILTHY!!!   I have never seen so much garbage and filth.!!

Tons of new high-rise residential.

Further demographic narrowing towards single adult 
population in the 25-40 age range.    Larger percentage 
of homeowners.    Increased number of establishments 
selling alcohol, leading to a large increase in petty 
vandalism, night-time noise pollution and unclean streets 
and sidewalks.    Reduced number of non- food/beverage 
businesses.    Little street improvement (sidewalks, 
street trees, repaving) until very recently - thank you.    
Increased concentration of transient and transitional 
housing, and other social service providers.   Increased 
level of open drug sales.  Community Infrastructure 
amenities (eg supermarkets, schools, green space, 
pedestrian-friendly areas, community center, etc.) have 
been ignored for the past 10 years.

more condos

went from bad to worst.

Belltown seems cleaner and safer.  There appear to be 
less homeless people in our area.  I am only here from 
7:00a.m.-4:30p.m. for the most part.  I have been down in 
the evening for dinner and it has a fun feeling.

more drug crime, darker streets  completion of Olympic 
Sculpture Park  decision to go forward with Bell St 
Boulevard - hooray!  more social service facilities have 
come into the neighborhood - too many already

There has been a significant conversion of apartments 
into condominiums. There has also been significant 
business turnover. While some new businesses are more 
of what Belltown already has (nightlife-oriented; e.g. 
Copper Cart), others are sorely needed additions which 
help make Belltown a real neighborhood (e.g. Bedlam 
Coffee, Yellow Leaf Cupcakes). I feel that this continues 
the theme of the past 5 years where the residents have 
been moving for a slightly calmer “urban village” yet at 
the same time celebrating the high-energy nightlife that 
helps define the character of the place.

Neighborhood has changed dramatically since I moved 
in.  There are a LOT more residents and a d LTO more 
restaurants/bars.  There is also a LOT more criminals and 
crime.  The SPD try very hard, but it is kind of a “whack 
a mole” problem - as soon as you get rid of them in one 
area they sprout up in another.  There is also a LOT more 
traffic and need for parking.  The tunnel project and the 
Bell Street project will only make it worse.  But on the 
whole, I like living here.

Haven’t seen much change (besides construction), but 
I’ve heard about upcoming changes like the Viaduct -> 
tunnel and the Bell Street boulevard.

The neighborhood continues to grow and invite new 
businesses and people to the area.  On the flip side there 
is still a rampant drug trade and poverty the permeates 
the area that still brings a sense of danger to certain areas 
of the area (3rd and Bell for example)

More condos.  Sculpture park.  Better paved roads.

It’s gotten pricier.
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Belltown is changing right now. It’s had it’s ups and 
down, but I think with a little help from the business’ and 
residents it can really become a great part of Seattle. 
Belltown lacks leadership more than anything, I don’t 
agree with the direction many projects in Belltown 
have gone. I’m forced to think that too many human 
services/ transitional housing programs have taken roots 
in Belltown. I’d like to see a new stronger focus now on 
retail, restaurants, and theater venues in Belltown would 
be a better focus for the next decade. I could go on and 
on about what Belltown can do to really stand out as it 
should. Want more, email me, or stop by Bedlam Coffee, 
PROUDLY in the Heart of Belltown at 2 and Bell

Belltown has gone through surges of both gentrification 
and regression in the past 10 years. There are less 
obviously visible drug problems now than there were 
during parts of the 80s and 90s, but there has been a 
recent increase again lately. At the very least, the plan 
has helped the aesthetic and overall feeling of the 
neighborhood in little ways.

4th Avenue was recently repaved.  Repaving is currently 
underway for 2nd and 5th Avenues

Belltown is becoming more densely populated and much 
more construction has taken place.  However, with more 
people I haven’t noticed more services like trash cans 
being added to the area or increased (or even exhisting) 
police bicycle partols.

I have been visiting this neighborhood for 10 years and 
lived there for the last 3. 10 years ago Belltown was a 
dump. Drug dealing was rampant. The ‘park’ on 3rd 
and Bell was treacherous. When the dog park went in 
things calmed down a bit but soon were back to squalid. 
Belltown in 2009 is full of crime and not getting much 
better. You have elements of homelessness, drug activity 
and even mental illness (the large brick building on 2nd 
and Lenora?) all mixing together for a maelstrom of 
chaos. All that said, I love living there...I just wish it were a 
more livable place.

More street level/open-air drug dealing and 
homelessness, especially between Bell and Blanchard on 
2nd and 3ve Ave

More residential space. The closing of Tabella and 
addition of Mars Hill.

I’ve only been here 2 months. I see a lot of construction 
going around, but that’s about change I’ve been able to 
see in the short time I’ve been here.

I feel like Belltown is increasingly becoming a “real” 
neighborhood - more businesses are moving in that cater 
to day-to-day life, not just high-end shopping or corner 
stores that sell malt liquor to the homeless.    I think 
the plan is part of that, it’s getting people to buy all the 
condos that went up here.

There has been an increase in crime and open air drug 
dealing.  I live and work in Belltown.  My commute 
consists of 4 blocks along 1st Avenue.  I see drug deals 
every day and people high on drugs every day.  I have 
seen an increase in residential dwellers too as well as 
more restaurants and bars.  The noise from some of 
the bars and overflow of people on to the sidewalk has 
become an issue.

Seems like the density and number of people living in the 
neighborhood have increased while the services offered 
by the city have remained constant.

I moved to Seattle 3 years ago, and have lived in Belltown 
the entire time. I cannot comment on anything before 
that.

Have only lived here two years so it looks good so far. :)

Overall, the neighborhood seems to have moved more 
upscale.  The cost of condos and apartments have 
definitely gone up.  More restaurants, coffee shops and 
bars.  And, definitely more tourists and people visiting the 
neighborhood on any given night of the week.

I’ve only lived here two years.

Seems to  be more homeless people wandering. Have 
heard of more violent arrests and shootings.

more crime
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The sculpture park was completed which is a big 
improvement. The Clean Alleys program is also a big 
improvement. The levels of drug activity rise and fall; it 
seems to be on a down cycle now with all of the street 
construction going on, and new businesses opening in the 
neighborhood. There is still too much traffic on our north-
south streets at peak hours and on Fridays and Saturdays, 
when the neighborhood is a very popular destination. 
3rd Ave has been improved, and the other sidewalks are 
gradually being repaired. Fourth Ave was repaved with a 
concrete lane for buses, but I was sad to see the old bricks 
go. All of the Bridging the Gap improvements underway 
are a plus. The Bell Street Park approval is a big plus.

Streets are constantly being torn up and fixed, and then 
torn up again.

More multifamily  residential  Drugs still being sold

When I arrived in Belltown, discussion focused on 
increasing access: public usage and safety for the 
Waterfront, increasing affordable housing and re-working 
services to addicted homeless populations.  Reduction 
of litter and waste removal (compost waste/recycling) 
were also major discussions.  The proposed building of 
the Sculpture Park was about to become reality.    In four 
years, the Sculpture Park is the one completed project, 
and the others are awaiting work.  I have been amazed at 
how quickly condominiums can be built, how few options 
are available for people with children, the cruelty to of 
speech around the plight of the homeless and addicted, 
and the lack of welcome for views that are not congruent 
with the few dominant voices.  I am sad about that.    The 
biggest positive changes I have seen are those that 
involve community members coming together outside 
of the traditional neighborhood structure to learn about 
and incorporate new ideas and form friendships with one 
another.  I am encouraged by this proactive movement, 
and enjoy working with Sustainable Belltown and the 
folks at the P-patch and growing Vine St.  Also very 
positive are the ideas and actions that BHLUS committee 
discuss:  while there are a number of different views, 
each is well researched, and usually the members of 
this group find compromise with one another and the 
City.      I am encouraged by recent discussion around the 
tunnel replacement for the Viaduct, and look forward to 
the opening up of the space near the Waterfront.  I am 
hopeful now that young families might stay in Belltown, 
and that we are smart enough to continue to add to the 
things that work for families.

A new restaurant/nightclub seems to open every 
month. While this seemingly bodes well for the 
economic viability of the area, I think it does not fit 
with the plan for diversity in the neighborhood. It also 
creates an environment that is focused on spending 
large amounts of money, drinking and drug use.  The 
Bell Street boulevard plan is a good one. I have high 
expectations that it will improve the street.   Security 
in the neighborhood is mixed. As a manager of two 
apartment buildings, I am concerned for the safety of my 
residents at the building on First & Bell. The drug dealing 
in the neighborhood is less since the big bust about 6 
months ago, however there are a couple of nightclubs 
that still attract negative elements. Namely “Venom” and 
“Belltown Billiards.”  I think there is a good mix of housing 
in the area which creates a diversity of peoples in the area 
and makes it more attractive as a place to live and work.

Much more hi-rise housing has been put in.  The number 
of businesses has greatly increased providing important 
amenities to the residents.

Belltown has changed in that there are many more 
residents and businesses. Unfortunately there are no 
more basic services that there were 10 years ago. There 
isn’t a grocery store (of size), a gas station, a community 
center, or a school to service the densest neighborhood in 
Seattle. :(

It has become less of a retail area and more of a nightlife 
area.  The housing has also tilted to the higher end of the 
market.  Crime, such as open air drug dealing, continues 
to be an ongoing issue.

Many underveloped or undeveloped parcels have 
added mixed use buildings, landscaping etc.  Many 
improvements have been made to the streets and 
streetscapes, plus the Sculpture Garden has been added.  
New stores and restaurants have been added.  First Ave 
has become a social gathering place from Denny all the 
way to the Pike Place Market, such that the streets are 
now full of people and feel quite safe.
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When I moved to Belltown in 1997 the neighborhood 
was on the way up. For the past six years it has been on 
the way down. People don’t like to walk the streets on 
much of 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th avenues, particularly after 
9PM. If it is not patently unsafe it is patently unpleasant 
on these blocks and is getting unsafe.                     a. For 
this reason it is difficult to rent storefronts for good retail 
use.                     b. There is considerable litter on sidewalks 
and curbsides. Merchants, property owners,                       & 
non-profits are responsible for sidewalk cleanup and laws 
regulating this are not                       enforced. Condos and 
newer rentals are doing a good job. City should initiate a                       
strong voluntary and enforcement program.                     c. 
There is rampant drug selling on the street.                     d.  
A good steady and visible police presence is lacking to 
pro-actively prevent crime. It’s a                        bit better in 
recent months since a citizen patrol was started but that 
is the city’s job.                     e.   The low income housing 
that has been built is not afffordable housing for working                         
people but is largely for transient people with no jobs, or 
with addictions who are                         primarily not from 
Seattle or even Washington state. People being housed 
are                         immediately replaced on the street by 
people coming in to Seattle.                      f.   Low income 
housing providers to some degree tolerate drug use 
under their “harm                         reduction” rather than re-
hab or abstinence policy; not-withstanding that drug use                         
destroys lives, degrades the housing for others and leads 
to drug sales and crime                         in the neighborhood.     
The various housing and social programs have obviously 
not been working to move people out of dependency and 
improve their lives, as evidenced by the fact that it seems 
every time funding doubles the amount of dependents 
seems correspondingly to double. A policy which would 
tie in self responsibility requirements to every social and 
housing program as to going out on jobs, job training, 
re-hab and abstinence could improve perhaps 50% 
of dependent peoples future prospects to their’s and 
the city’s benefit. To some degree advocates for one 
reason or another have resisted any self-responsibiliuty 
requirements. This approach actually exacerbates 
social problems. Compare the Belltown neighborhood 
for liveability to the Robson Street neighborhood in 
Vancouver B.C. which is similarly adjacent to downtown.

testing compatability

FOR THE BETTER: The Olympic Sculpture Park! More 
tourists who are interested in art make their way down 
Broad Street. Myrtle Edwards feels safer and less 
isolated. New independent retail and restaurants in some 
parts of Belltown are helping to create a progressive new 
urban identity through art, archictecture and community, 
which is needed to prevent the creeping blandness 
that affects other blocks. Yay for the dog park. Yay for 
landlords who attract vibrant and interesting business 
tenants. Yay for a healthy Seattle Center nearby.    FOR 
THE WORSE: The residential culture has become more 
uniform (and less interesting) as more and more condos 
were built attracting a similar demographic. Night-time 
street life continues to be dominated by intoxicated 
young singles and pockets of drug dealers. Western 
Avenue has become a dark condo gulch with no real 
attractions for pedestrians. Traffic moves too fast on 
Western and Elliott. We suffer from a negative reputation 
of crime and violence.

While I have only lived in Belltown about 4 years now, 
I have noticed some changes especially lately.  The 
crime, while still present, I feel has been hindered a 
bit by police presence.  I am excited for the Bell Street 
Boulevard project and I feel it will help bring a sense of 
neighborhood to Belltown, something that Belltown is 
obviously lacking.      Also, I am excited about the sidewalk 
repairs.  I live on 2nd and the older trees have uprooted 
the sidewalk.  There is one particular place in front of 
Bedlam Coffee where I see people trip on a regular basis.      
One thing I would like to see is more sinage, especially for 
the cruise ship tourists.  Maybe signs saying restaurants 
this way, etc.  I run along Alaskan Way to Myrtle Edwards 
and get stopped daily by cruise ship tourists asking which 
way they should go.  I tell them take Bell to Belltown 
and 50% of the time I hear - oh we were told not to go to 
Belltown, it’s full of crime, or something to that effect.  I 
think some signs would be helpful to the local businesses 
and also help out tourists that may want to eat at our 
wonderful Belltown restaurants but might be scared 
because of what they heard or fear of not knowing where 
they are.    I wish I could say more about Belltown then vs. 
now, but as long as the police are still patrolling the parks 
I think they could be a great addition to Belltown.

More residential density - along with much additional 
street activity generated by businesses offering food and 
entertainment.  In addition to the upside there have also 
been more nightime sirens, general noise  from people, 
cars and motorcycles, car break-ins, burglery, assaults 
and tons of litter.
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We moved out of this neighborhood due to the lack of 
police presence.  At night the bar people took over the 
streets and wasn’t really safe to walk the streets. The 
zoning enforcement is in need of review.

Increased population, increased housing, increased 
diversity, increased number of local businesses

We came at the end of the .com boom.  Many new 
high-rise apartment buildings with leasing agents who 
wouldn’t even return a phone call.  After the bust, many 
services went away, and rents dropped considerably (as 
you know, they’ve since rebounded only to have dropped 
off again with the economy).  Throughout my eight 
years though, the area has remained popular.    As a dog 
owner, I am out at all hours, day and night.  The biggest 
change I have seen (in the past two years) is an increase 
in vandalism, graffiti, and car prowls.  It is common now 
(and this started before the economy worsened) to see 
just-broken car windows at night; I’ve even come across 
them at 3:00 in the afternoon.  The graffiti is everywhere, 
and makes me both angry and sad.  Whether it’s tagging, 
gang-related, or just the work of idle kids--business 
windows are scraped and the street meters are constantly 
covered in graffiti.  This does NOT create a welcoming 
environment for shoppers and restaurant-goers from 
outside the city (who bring $ in), nor does it make me 
as a resident feel safe.  I am extremely saddened and 
frightened by this--even if it’s “harmless kids”, the impact 
they leave on my neighborhood is huge.  When I travel 
on business to other cities, I avoid graffiti areas, believing 
they are indicative of other problems.  The recent gun 
violence (or perhaps it’s always been here, but I’ve only 
now become aware) with shootings at the Labor Temple, 
Venom, Belltown Billiards is MADNESS--it has to stop!  
On the positive side, I do feel as if there has been an 
increased police presence in the neighborhood, and I am 
heartened by the recent drug ring bust (50+).

Belltown nightlife continues to attract more city and 
regional citizens to the neighborhood to have a good 
time. The vibrancy of the area is most apparent on 
Thursday–Saturday evenings when the sidewalks are full 
with people out on the town — I love the energy of the 
neighborhood and hope this continues. Although, with 
increased use comes more criminal behavior, such as drug 
use/dealing, public drunkenness and petty crime, which 
effective policing has not yet been able to keep up with.     
Additionally, Belltown continues to develop but not in a 
very coherent manner — the neighborhood doesn’t feel 
like it has a ‘center’ but a number of pockets of activity/
development that work only on a micro level. I’d like to 
see Belltown planning focus on the macro possibilities 
by looking at the edges inward with some civic/gateway 
gesture or thread throughout the neighborhood. I’d also 
like to see some (one at least) north/south road put on a 
significant road-diet as is planned for Bell Street, with a 
focus on the pedestrian and neighborhood residents. First 
Avenue would be ideal to close to traffic with a streetcar 
along it serving as transportation.

In the time I’ve been here I’ve seen very little in the way 
of city-led improvements, but the number of people 
living here has increased, and now that the recession’s 
hit we actually seem to be benefiting as more everyday, 
neighbourhood businesses open up instead of every new 
business being a beauty parlour or expensive restaurant.

On the plus side, there are more people (and more 
diversity), more development (residential and 
commercial), more historic preservation, more parks and 
open space (Sculpture Park), improved parks and open 
space (Myrtle Edwards), and better nightlife. On the 
down side, there is more traffic, crime, homelessness, and 
definitely more noise due to restaurants, bars and clubs.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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Belltown’ a vibrant district with restaurants and shops.  The sculpture Park is wonderful

The Metro system is well run.

The new developments are well-planned and an asset to the neighborhood

I’m always thrilled when I look across the street and see the facade of the Austin A. Bell building. It is one of my favorite 
old buildings in Seattle and always has been.

Some builders did an excellent job on keeping the design modern but at the same time eco and neighborhood friendly.

I love the idea of adding more parks to Belltown, especially both the “park boulevard” on Bell St. and the “street park” 
on Vine St. (I live on Vine). Although I am a little nervous about how they will be handled at night. Hopefully well-lit with 
an occasional patrol?    Please keep some of the older buildings in Belltown -- they add irreplaceable character.

Belltown is a lovely neighborhood and I’m really glad to live here.

other things respondents are pleased about:
• concentrations of nightlife areas away 
from more residential areas
• the social and economic diversity of the 
residents
• What changes?
• None of the above--feel it is definitely 
going downhill.
• dog park
• the mix of residential + commercial, 
young + old residents

• adding of Mars Hill
• Arts Community support
• Historic preservation
• other is Sculpture Park
• The historic buildings, the old low-scale 
buildings
• art walks, community gardening,

• I am hopeful that Belltown’s small forray 
into parks and gardens will continue 
to increase as the P-patch has shown 
continued staying power and the Sculpture 
Park has shown that open space is wildly 
attractive to renters, visitors and condo 
owners.
• waterfront,Seattle Center, Myrtle 
Edwards, sculpture garden
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First and Second Avenues continue to be magnets for 
bars/restaurants and clubs. I would like to see these 
‘entertainment’ strips be supported more by the city 
through smarter planning actions — better policing (beat 
cops!), sidewalk widening for outdoor seating, etc.

Lovely new condominiums have been built and older 
ones are well maintained.  Lovely new restaurants and 
small corner groceries have opened and are generally well 
patronized.  Few of the older restaurants have close.

The new contruction has been nice as well as the great 
restaurants that have been added.

I like many of the new condo buildings that have gone up 
in the last couple years.  It means higher densities, which 
a key goal of growth management.  It can also help spur 
activity in the local stores, restaurants and businesses.

Great restaurants in the neighborhood.

Pleased with the Bell Street Park Boulevard project, but 
it’s not enough.  See “dissatisfied” comments.

No.

Clean up seems to be happening.

Great shops, fine parks, public transportation, and 
interesting buildings make Belltown a fun and interesting 
place to live and work.

I love living in a transportation nexus, and I love all 
the sharrows and bike lane work that has happened. 
And the increased number of parks, and small day-to-
day businesses and affordable restaurants (not just 
nightclubs).

LOVE the sculpture park and waterfront

There is a good mix of restaurants and bars. I also suggest 
to have a Belltown street festival some time during the 
summer. It will bring more people in and add a party 
atmosphere.

Belltown is the BEST!! Except for one major thing. See 
next answer.

1.Easy access to the public transportation. 2. I do not 
owned a dog but enjoy watching all these happy dogs and 
owners in our dog park.

I love the cafe-business ambience and the diversity of 
people.

Continued development, and building of high rise 
condo buildings as well as affordable housing projects 
contribute to building the Belltown community as 
population increases the public services, private business 
opportunities increase.     We need to take care and 
preserve the unique character of Belltown with the parks, 
our Old Spaghetti Factory Warehouse, our affordable 
housing projects alongside high rise condo projects.

This sounds more negative than it’s meant to, but my 
favourite thing about Belltown is how well connected we 
are to the rest of the city.  It’s the only neighbourhood 
from which everywhere else in Seattle feels close by.

It’s now possible for me to get to work on Mercer Island 
by bus. That’s excellent. My husband and I are now able 
to share one vehicle rather than own two cars. I’m also 
pleased about the planned improvements to Bell Street.

I am not pleased about anything in the past several years.  
I feel that the city is pushing all the drug and social service 
problems from Pioneer Square to Belltown without any 
concern for our safety and property values.

I enjoy my apartment very much, especially the 
management’s letting me garden on the patio

Art galleries, wine bars, sushi restaurants, what more 
could you ask for.

Lots of interesting businesses, public transportation, and 
interesting buildings make Belltown a fun and exciting 
place to live and work

I love that there are so many restaurants and stores, but 
im afraid to walk home from them at night

I love Belltown’s commitment to small, local owned 
businesses.

I like how new parks are being built or have been built.

The above references daytime.

I like the waterfront area.  2nd and 4th avenue streets 
move cars well.  I like that I am close to many movie 
theaters (Cinerama, Big Picture and IMAX).

Love light rail.
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I like the new variety of high rises but they are only 
condos for the rich.

It is a convenient neighborhood to get to and from.  It has 
a lot of good restaurants.  It also has some interesting--
sometimes attractive--older buildings.

Restaurant scene is terrific and has added greatly to our 
neighborhood.

The added housing is good if it is kept low scale - not in 
towers.  New restaurants and locally owned businesses 
are nice but it is sad to see some of the non-service 
industry businesses driven out.

I like that the neighborhood is walkable.  We have many 
businesses and lots of nightlife.  Many of our old buildings 
have been preserved.

I like the independent shops and restaurants.  But we 
could use more help for small businesses.

The SAM (and the downtown library) should be 
tremendous sources of pride for many many years.

Love Mrytle Edwards & Sculpture Park

Belltown has great condominiums and apartment 
products. We also obviously have a vibrant retail and 
nightlife core.

some of the newest condo buildings are very well done 
and that is pleasing

I’m happy about seeing the large number of condo units 
in the area, which can only help make belltown more of a 
neighborhood and not just a nighttime destination.  and 
it’s good to see that new restaurants keep coming into 
the area even as others close down.

Nice to see “crack park” turned in to a dog park.  But 
I’m afraid it still hasn’t stopped the drug dealing from 
taking place.  I appreciate the fact that some of the 
best restaurants in the city are located in Belltown.  But 
encourage more of that, we need to improve parking 
availability and patron safety while walking through the 
neighborhood.  Some of the new buildings that have 
gone up compliment the area nicely.

I want more zoning allowed for bars/restaurants - it 
builds a great atmosphere and makes Seattle a real city. 
Rooftop classy bars would be great, that appeal to an 
older more afflient crowd.

Mostly, just the Olympic Sculpture Park and how it has 
changed my part of Belltown.

I like the diversity and eclectic nature of Belltown. I prefer 
better streetscapes over big park space, especially as we 
have the open expanse of Elliott Bay so close, and access 
to the water and waterfront parks. I hope the small old 
buildings will survive. The block on Second between 
Bell and Blanchard has a very special character, north to 
Battery too.

Any opportunity to interact with the other people who 
live here, and include a diverse cross section of the 
community is a plus.

We have the Olympic Sculpture Park, an extraordinary 
addition to the neighborhood. With more parks we need 
more security services and more housing for the indigent 
and homeless especially the mentally ill and hard core 
druggies and alcoholics.

Again, lots of new types of businesses while sustaining 
the existing ones.

I am excited to see more green space and parks.

Sculpture park and it’s access to the waterfront and 
Myrtle Edwards

Seattle Center, Myrtle Edwards, Dog Park are all better 
now than before  New buildings have replaced many 
declining ones  Bus service is great, Flex-car is available  
As an older woman who walks alot, I feel perfectly safe in 
the daytime and relatively safe when people are out and 
about at night (as coming from Seattle Center)

I strongly support the deep-bore tunnel for SR99

Lots of vibrant shops, restaurants, bars-- I love that the 
neighborhood is so lively!

Oly Sculpture park (while not quite in Belltown) has 
been a big positive for the area, bringing in visitors 
and creating a beautiful space for residents to admire.  
Changing the crack park to a dog park was also a plus, but 
help is still needed there.
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a good blend of old and new.  no need for all buildings to 
be high rises though.  need to get some of the landlords 
of the older buildings, where the low income live, to clean 
up there buildings and the streets infront. a little pride in 
ownership, or something.

Recently, Richard and Christa organized a ‘lights out’ 
walk in which we methodically counted each street light 
that was not working properly.  The City fixed many 
of the lights, and the difference is very clear and very 
positive.      Also recently, a small pilot project brought 
some much needed roof top gardening to the Centennial 
in a public/private partnership.  Continued positive work 
around that project as well as the positive result of 
organic food production for the food bank will hopefully 
ensure the continuation of such great work from the City, 
non-profits and private companies.      Parks and green 
space remain woefully behind that of densely populated 
neighborhoods in other Cities, however, I am very 
encouraged by a new interest in these facilities.

The neighborhood has great potential as to the fine 
waterfront, and adjacent parks - theatres, restaurants, 
views adjacency to work and downtown and good 
transport.

While I feel safety has been increased, I still feel there is 
so much more to do.

I love that living over in West Seattle and working in 
Belltown it is a quick commute to downtown...no trolley 
down 1st! Please!

The neighbors have gone out to help in the safety as well 
as more police.  We still need more patrols for gang and 
drugs.

I love the diversity and imagination of new 
restauranteurs.  I’d like to see some of the cafes that are 
only open at night to open earlier in day.

City plans for parks and open space are promising, but 
thank goodness Trust for Public Land/SAM and private 
money (largely) made the OSP a reality.

I love the free bus zone and use it regularly. I like the idea 
of the promenade on Bell. I hope it works. Is there an 
easier link to the waterfront now? I use the elevator on 
Lenora...

While I like the restaurants and bars in Belltown, I think 
it would add to our community if more businesses were 
allowed/decided to use the sidewalks as part of their 
businesses (outdoor seating)

1. Buildings: Am pleased that “historic” buildings are 
being ugraded for new uses, such as...New Buckley’s 
restaurant from card store, the new youth hostel next 
to Buckleys from apartment building, make over of 
Crocodile Cafe.  New apartment and condo buildings are 
pleasing and have improved the appearance of several 
neighborhoods.    2. Public transportation to other Seattle 
neighborhoods is very, very important to me so with 
Belltown having so many buses run through it  it is an 
ideal neighborhood.  3. Parks/Open Space: I am thrilled 
about the Bell Street Boulevard Plan and will make myself 
available to the City, if this kind of effort is needed, to 
get this accomplished...I believe it will truly be a major 
improvement for the Belltown community!

I checked three, but that doesn’t mean I super pleased 
about them.

I live in Belltown without a vehicle.  I walk to work 
everyday and to get groceries.  Occasionally, I get my 
groceries delivered and take the public transportation.  
I am very happy that I am able to live with a low 
carbon foot print.  However, there are not enough safe 
crosswalks and the sidewalks themselves are not always 
safe to traverse (especially at night when they are more 
difficult to see).  There also must be more garbage 
and recycling bins along the streets.  Belltown streets 
should be designed for pedestrians, bicyclists, and public 
transport.  I find it disturbing that one of the goals is to 
sustain an adequate parking supply because this goal 
is not forward thinking.  A more sustainable goal would 
be to encourage less wasteful modes of transport in this 
very condensed neighborhood.  Everyone would rather 
see our streets crowded with outdoor seating and human 
beings, like Melbourne, rather than bulky vehicles, but it 
is difficult for people to rearrange their lives when they 
live in a neighborhood that makes it difficult for them 
to make the right choice.    The sculpture park is a great 
asset.  There are neglected portions of the neighborhood 
that need to be transformed in the same way, especially 
considering how condensed this portion of the city is.    I 
go to the Seattle Central Library as often as I can and love 
it.  However, it would be great if I could pick up books that 
I order online at a Belltown branch, and if I could return 
these books to the same location.  Belltown is in great 
need of a public space, a free space, that is intellectual in 
nature.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• lack of parking required for residential 
buildings
• Very few trash cans on the streets
• street people
• basic services; e.g., medical, hardware, 
drug/sundries, gardening
• LITTER AND FILTH.
• homeless and beggars!!!!
• Kid Friendly Parks
• viaduct; acres of street-level and above-
grade parking
• flagrant street dealing of drugs
• Grafitti and drug related activity.
• Extreme poverty; high number of 
homeless people, drug addicts, drug 
dealers, etc.
• Hempfest, homeless
• General street cleanliness; social disorder

• we need library/swimming pool
• parking and sidewalks
• Not enough police presence.
• drug dealers
• Drug activity
• cleaniness of the streets and alleys.
• Parking
• Zoned parking for residents
• Housing costs
• Sirens, loud motorcycles and other noise 
generators
• Too great a number of social services 
outlets have been permitted.
• Various city and county departments 
need to work together on the streets--fix 
things once, don’t tear up concrete and 
repave for electrical needs, only to come 
in two weeks later and do the same for 

sewer, phone, etc.  Advance plan and 
coordinate!
• Bars
• Belltown is the only neighborhood in 
which there is not a reasonable option for 
compost pick up.
• drugs, police presence,litter, 
vagrancy,after hours drunkeness
• Street lighting,
• Homeless and pan-handlers on every 
street
• Litter and cleanliness
• sidewalks and streets
• drug deals
• homeless, crime, open drug use, unclean 
alleys and sidewalks

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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drug dealing is on the rise

traffic on western needs to be SLOWED down...ppl drive down western as if they were still on HWY 99. We need a 
community center in a bad way. too many empty storefronts.

Proposed condo building projects don’t seem to keep to established Belltown design standards.  Also, we don’t feel safe 
walking home.

The amount of drug trafiking in the open on the streets is terrifying.  I gave up my gym membership because I just didn’t 
feel safe walking there (after 5 years membership)
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Still seeing many drug deals on the streets.

Perhaps due to the economic downturn we’re seeing, crime 
has increase significantly. Especially annoying are random 
car vandalisms. I wholeheardedly disagree with the thinking 
that there should be 1 or fewer parking spaced provided 
for each residential unit downtown. THe reality is that 
people are always going to have 1+ car per unit so they will 
park the other on the street. Reporting & cataloging these 
crimes are a drain on city resources as well. This policy 
doesn’t reduce the number of cars people own - it just 
creates hassles.

please see previous comments

Skyscrapers and high-risers might transform the 
neighborhood in a block of cement if design does not 
take into consideration existent buildings. I am particular 
concerned about the proposed Cedar/Elliot Development 
(Project Number 3009932) http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/
Planning/Design_Review_Program/Project_Reviews/
Reports/default.asp

The rapid increase in development and density have been a 
mixed benefit.  It has made it difficult, if not impossible site 
a community center with the levy funds due to escalation 
in real estate prices, but allowed for more people to turn 
the neighborhood into a place for living, rather than just a 
business district.  With this comes the need for additional 
emphasis on police and safety.

I am very disappointed that Belltown STILL doesn’t have a 
community center (or basis services for that matter). I had 
to start a citizens patrol in order to address some safety 
issues because it seemed as though local government and 
the police were ignoring the problem.

The crime rate in Belltown seems to be on the rise (again? 
still?). There are certain blocks I fell I have to avoid, 
especially at night.    I understand that water views fetch 
more money in real estate (hence taller and taller buildings 
around every corner), but we should try and preserve some 
of the innate beauty of the city for the public to enjoy.

Ugh... unfortunately, Belltown continues to be a magnet 
for the drug addicted and alcoholics. Policing needs to be 
increased with more cops on the street, out of their cars on 
foot — police really need to better connect with residents 
in the communities they serve by getting out of their cars. I 
also want to see a ‘no tolerance’ policy with regard to drug/
alcohol infractions.

There is an amazing opportunity in two places right now 
in Belltown.  One is the greening of Bell to create an 
urban greenbelt.  The other is purchasing the property 
adjacent to the Belltown P-Patch to expand the garden 
and create a small urban park.  Both are needed and 
would add immensely to the quality of our neighborhood 
and the city in general.

Metro buses with routes from other cities should come all 
the way down to Belltown so that employees don’t have 
to transfer at Westlake.

There are still too many “do nothings” walking around.  I 
am simply sick and tired of able bodied males asking me 
for money who have checked out of life.  There is nothing 
wrong with them except they are lazy and the city and 
the neighborhoods should not have to “tolerate” the fact 
that they have chosen to do nothing with their lives.  Give 
them a bus ticket to SF or Texas.

We have no community facilities other than the Sculpture 
Park which is a regional facility too. There has been some 
better housing construction more recently but we also 
have a lot of unfortunate projects in terms of design and 
quality. I’m supportive of development - more housing 
brings more people and therefore greater services, retail 
and safe streets - just wish it was all well designed.

too much low income housing and social services 
concentrated in one area.

I don’t feel it is safe on some streets - continued 
harassment by transients - I think Belltown could use a 
branch of the Public Library

While there are some great condo’s in the neighborhood 
not all are architecturally appealing, also the building 
designs could be better, improve green space, less impact 
on the environment.

Would like to see Viaduct land allocated to a full-service 
Belltown community center below grade at 1st & Battery 
with recreational facilities and open space and to a 
pedestrian connection between the Waterfront, Pike 
Place Market, the Belltown P-Patch/Cottages, and the 
Olympic Sculpture Park.

Bulk of new construction exhibits little variety, offers little 
reasonable cost housing; street level retail spaces outside 
of restaurants/bars targeting 30-40 yr old middle to upper 
middle class whites do poorly, close, or remain empty.
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My benchmarks are European urban residential 
neighborhoods and the West End of Vancouver, BC.  By 
these standards, planning for the community has failed 
miserably.  Belltown is all about liquor revenues, single-
occupancy vehicle flow, warehousing of the poor, and 
providing tiny residences for single people.  This is a 
recipe for disaster.

Why can’t the meter maids ticket litterers and property 
owners who aren’t keepinig their properties clean?  
Seems like a great source of revenue for the city.

As Belltown’s population has incrteased, there has not 
been a matching increase in police presence and litter and 
tagging control - and brug dealing in some sectors.

Street, traffic, noise, tavern and labor temple creates 
drugs and dirty streets in Belltown.

yea living in downtown, parking and rent is the worst.

The constant drug dealing around 2nd is a little out of 
hand.

I’m fine with all of the social services that exist in 
Belltown, and their patrons. Those are essential and they 
have to go somewhere. It’s all the jerks who come in from 
who-knows-where to go clubbing and bring in their drunk 
driving and their macho attitudes that annoy me. But 
they’ve been doing that since before I moved in, so what 
can I say? Still, I wish they’d at least take a cab or a bus.

vagrants and sleezy activity in alleys etc

We need to have more open spaces and less homeless 
people. There is also lots of drug activity in the street, 
I wonder why the police don’t do more to fix this issue. 
I does not feel as safe.    We also need to have more art 
galleries and places that bring people together.Also a full 
service grocery store would be great. I think we should 
start Belltown chamber of commerce which would 
identify the gaps and recruit stores to fill those gaps (such 
as a groecry store, a high end gym, hot yoga studio etc)

Why would there be so many halfway houses in a 
commercial hub of our city?   The residents and associates 
scare away business and hassle patrons. Bad planning.

This issue is HUGE!! Althougth big strides have been 
made it is still in my mind a dangerous place and you have 
to be on extra guard. True, its not Rainier Beach or Hilltop 
in Tacoma but, I am always on guard and I am a big guy. 
6’2” 212lbs. and very strong but especially at night I am 
always alert and looking over my shoulder. I see constant 
drug deals going down, homeless people all over the 
place, mentally ill and panhandlers bothering tourists 
and residents. The Mayor MUST assign more police to 
this district. Walking beat cops, motorcycle or even horse 
would be nice.

Unbelievable litter and filth are in the streets and the city 
seems to have no policy in cleaning it up.

I do not know if we have library or community center in 
Belltown.

There are  a few times I don’t feel safe when I’m alone but 
mostly,I feel safe.

I’m surprised more useful restaurants / bars / businesses 
aren’t occupying the 1st floor commercial spaces in new 
buildings.

More park space (that isn’t scary, like Denny Park).  
Streetcar to Belltown!

On-street parking should be a focus for visitors 
to Belltown. Not everyone wants to take public 
transportation to come into Belltown and parking for 
visitors and consumers are very hard to find.
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I would love to see Belltown become a great place to raise 
a family, we have a great opportunity with our existing 
investment in parks to make the environment even more 
friendly to families with kids by providing play areas for 
children in our parks and investing in better safety and 
security - to make Belltown a walkable neighborhood 
at any time in the day. We should invest in better 
transportation so people have a convenient way into 
Belltown, we need convenient and affordable alternative 
transportation means to car, it would be great to have the 
light rail or street car extend into the neighborhood.     I 
think we need to step up our security in Belltown, car 
prowls seem to continue in their usual cadence, “day 
worker” area in Belltown seems to have become a place 
where folks who don’t speak English, who are looking 
for work seem to congregate by the dozens. We need to 
be able to land a stronger helping hand for folks who are 
homeless and in need - I still see many folks sleeping in 
shop entrance, as I walk by the smell of urine is a harsh 
reminder that we are not doing enough to help these 
neighbors, who are in need, live with dignity

We need more parks, and the only public facilities we 
have are health & human services.  We would benefit 
very much from new buildings taking a smaller footprint 
(PLEASE LEARN FROM VANCOUVER!) and from a 
complete ban on any new development having at- or 
above-grade parking.

The same people converge in the same spots and cause 
disturbance or display illegal behavior.  Street lights are 
not all on and this allows behavior to continue.  Better use 
of open space and park planning would be helpful.

I would love to see more early morning patrols through 
my neighborhood since there’s a lot of drug action 
at that time. It sometimes makes waiting for a bus 
uncomfortable.

I don’t actually mind all the social service agencies that 
the city is putting in Belltown.  What I mind is the fact 
that the city fails to recognize that these concerns have 
clients that bring related undesirable concerns to the 
neighborhood--drugs, prostitution, panhandling, etc.  
The city need to provide a greater police presence to keep 
these problems under control.

I very much dislike living in a neighborhood where I feel 
afraid to leave my house at night and can’t walk down the 
street without being harassed by a homeless person.

its an open air drug market on every corner with mentally 
unstable people thrown into the mix. How about 
increasing the police force so they can cope with the 
increase in problems.

The environment is like a rock desert. Hot, dry, hard to 
walk on. Isolated patches of vegetation with very little 
bioactivity. It’s very unnatural and wears on you. Too bad, 
turning sidewalks into boardwalks with soil underneath 
would at least connect all the trees

Bell Street is always sketchy, i wont walk down it even 
during the day. 3rd and 4th Ave get sketchy once you pass 
Wall Street towards downtown.

The constant drug dealing leaves lots to be desired.

I feel uncomfortable walking around the area at night. 
The police seem to do nothing and the availability of 
drugs is insane. The fact that government supported drug 
houses are nearby certainly doesn’t help. If Guiliani was 
able to clean up NY, then our mayor should be able to 
clean up this tiny area of the city

Public facility dissatisfaction is more about social service 
facilities being ill-equipped, too condensed, and poorly 
designed.  Safety will always be an issue with high-
density areas, but the increasing numbers of fighting 
drunk people, drug addicts/dealers, and gang-bangers 
ranks highest in my neighborhood dissatisfaction.

why is the architecture of the new bldgs so bad?

Clean up the homeless types

We need more police to just be about to discourage car 
break ins and open air drug dealings.  Seems like two 
teams of two cops just walking Belltown at all times 
would greatly reduce problems.  Wouldn’t take much.

You know what the problems are; if we tolerate and 
condone criminal behavior, and tolerate and condone 
civility aggressions (aggressive panhandling, graffiti, 
etc...), we get exactly what we deserve - a poor business 
climate, fewer good jobs, and less safety and civility. For 
shame.
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The free zone for buses stops right in the middle of this 
close in neighborhood (Bell Steet) rather than Denny.  
Moreover, buses that go north on 3rd or 4th are clustered, 
so that they often come to downtown stops within a few 
minutes of one another, and then there is a 20 minute lag 
until the next “wave” arrives.

It is a shame that Belltown, one of the most densely 
populated parts of King County has thus far been left off 
the Link plans.  It would be great two have Belltown and 
Seattle Center stations.    I am also disappointed that we 
have lost, seemingly for good, the streetcar line.  The 
buses are a poor replacement.

I wrestle all the time about just moving to queen anne or 
capitol hill because I”m staved for trees and birds. I do like 
seagulls and crows but its not enough.  I really think rents 
in belltown must be too high because we can’t seem to 
sustain “neighborhood” businesses.

we need a library

safety in Belltown is a definite issue. That we have what 
are known to SPD as “regular” dealers is absurd.  That 
we have so many crackheads that nothing can be done 
is even more absurd.  That graffiti and tagging are 
becoming common is a sign of problems to come.  You’re 
ignoring gang trouble. And I’d love to know where you 
got your figures about rental rates.  I live here and can’t 
find housing for those rents.

Best grocery store option is in Queen Anne; would like 
something closer I could walk to.  I wish people tagged 
fewer walls with spray paint.  Unhappy about people who 
set off huge fireworks that shoot up 10+ stories at 1-4am 
for weeks after 4th of July.  It is difficult to sleep when 
things explode out of my window.

We need more cops getting out of their cars and walking 
the beat.   3rd and Lenora is a mess.

No trolley down first.  It’s a waste of money.  The 
waterfront is a better choice for tourists.  Also it is 
redundant with the SLUT and Monorail.

extremely concerned about drug use/trafficking

We need more arrests of drunk and disorderly, drug 
sales, coercive begging, urinating in public. We need 
police walking the beat in central Belltown, talking to 
shop owners and residents, discouraging scary drugged 
people. We need mental hospitals and clinics and 
permission for police to pick up the reckless mentally 
ill to take them - not to jail - but to a caring facility, for 
psychiatric care and where they can earn furloughs back 
to freedom on the streets. We need a county wide change 
in procedures for treating them. I’m afraid of the shouters 
on street corners, and I’m tired of the excuses.  Everyone 
in the neighborhood knows when someone is under 
the influence of a mental illness. The law should also 
recognize them. A new mental health facility would make 
more sense than a new jail. King County jail holds more 
mentally ill than any other in the state except the state 
mental hospital. Move the mentally ill from the jail and it 
would free up room for others.

It really feels the only shelters in the city are in Belltown. 
(I know there are more in Pioneer Square.) The number 
of aggressive homeless and mentally challenged people 
has dramatically increased. The shelters provide a great 
service but attract a huge number of homeless hanging 
out and the criminal element associated with them. It’s 
unsafe, unsettling. It’s bad for the neighborhood, the 
families. Spend some time at the 3rd and virginia bus 
stop - and you will see what neighbors see and all those 
tourists catching a ride the the space needle see every 
day and imagine the impact.

Drugs are a problem, so I hesitate to be on the street 
at night.  We don’t really have any public facilities that I 
know about.  There are no schools or a community center, 
no place to hold open public meetings.  Social rooms in 
condominiums are not suitable because access is limited.  
The only significant open space is the P-Patch, which 
is in the least accessible area of Belltown.  I understand 
many residents do not even know it is there.  I also am 
dissatisfied with “Transportation” as far as it includes 
sidewalks and pedestrian amenities.

I work over in Bellevue / Factoria, and it is nearly 
impossible to get to my office in a reasonable time. Also 
there are very few connections. I can ride my bike faster 
over there than take the bus.

I think we need a school
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Parks - The Sculpture Park is wonderful, but it’s the 
only one.  I wish there was more.  The dog park is great 
for those with dogs, but not really a multi-use space.    
Business district - the businesses are good, but I wish 
there was something that actually felt like a core or 
business district (akin to what the Seattle neighborhoods 
like Ballard, Columbia City or West Seattle have)

My biggest concern is the continuous building of hi-rise 
buildings (over 7 stories) blocking light and views of the 
residents...there appears to be a lack of a consisent plan 
to protect views and light that impinges on our streets 
and existing building.  We also need a major supermarket 
in Belltown.  The city needs to invest in more parks.

Safety is a huge concern, also it would be great to have 
more bus options.

We carry much of the city’s low income housing units, 
which adds to crime.  We have a serious crack problem, 
which does not just involve Honduran gangs.  We were 
promised a community center, and never got it.  We have 
no real parks, and our new Bell Street park will likely be 
the new location of the Belltown crack black market.

The plans for the viaduct tunnel are going to ruin the 
streets here when they dump another 30,000 cars a day 
on these streets that won’t be able to handle it.  We are 
going to suck fumes all damn day.  The Bell Street “park” 
will only make the gridlock worse.  And that particular 
project will also have the added “benefit” of giftwrapping 
the neighborhood for as many drug dealers, pimps, 
prostitutes, drunks and assorted lowlifes as the free ride 
zone can bring us.

MANY HOMELESS PEOPLE / ALCOHOLICS / DRUG 
USERS IN THE AREA

cleanliness is important, requiring the upkeep of existing 
structures is important to the overall look of vitality, 
should consider ways to draw more general merchandise 
retailers, cleaner markets, groceries, bookstores, etc.

I do not feel anwhere near as safe as I used to in Belltown.  
There is rampant drug use and dealing, and violence.

Still to many panhandlers on the streets of Belltown, even 
during the day.  Not pleasant to be out at night.      We 
could also use a library in the area.

Safety is definitely a problem and my friends usually get 
chased to my front door.  The dog park is nice for some 
people, but I don’t have a dog or reason to go there.  Bell 
St. should be cool, so thanks.

While I am please with the recent progress toward 
cleaning up the streets of crime, much more has to be 
done.  I don’t believe that Belltown gets it’s per capita 
share of police enforcement.

I don’t see improvements in safety or cleanliness (despite 
higher income housing).  Most of the new buildings 
are uninspired (architecturally).  One that is reasonably 
attractive, Mosler Lofts, violates the idea of maintaining 
sightlines to the Space Needle.  I guess guidelines can 
always be violated in the name of increased property 
tax base?  Until the recent BCOP activities, I was not 
aware of any activities to unite residents and business 
owners.  More activities in this area could help with safety 
and appearance.  We shouldn’t need to crack down on 
nightclubs, they should want to be good neighbors in the 
community.

Belltown lacks any meaningful park space that can be 
used for recreational activities such as soccer or sports.

Drug dealing continues to be a problem that has high 
public awareness in the city and threatens the long term 
viability and growth of the neighborhood.  Parks and 
open space continue to be lacking--there is not a single 
children’s swing or slide in the neighborhood.

I would like to see Bell Street as a green street.

The Metro Free Zone should extend to Denny Way. I am 
disappointed that we did not extend the Monorail to 
Ballard and West Seattle. This would have been a great 
way to move through the City to other neighborhoods.  
Buildings - disappointed with the zero setbacks and 
full lot coverage of most all of the new condominium 
buildings. The Elliott and Cedar Condominium project 
should be carefully reviewed and not allow a massive 
block building.

Maybe it’s time to put a local police precinct at 2nd/
bell.  If they actually close the battery street tunnel, the 
triangle of land at the current entrance to the tunnel 
would make for a great terraced park.

We could really use a major supermarket in Belltown 
proper.  I also hope one day the street car runs through 
Belltown are all the central neighborhoods.
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Aside from the Sculpture Park there are few parks that 
are usable.  The amount of drug dealers and subsequent 
users on the street is unacceptable.

Convenient and accessible public transportation options 
to and from Belltown are non-existent. Riders are often 
required to transfer downtown causing what should 
be short trips to neighborhoods such as Capitol Hill or 
Fremont lengthy excursions.

I’m concerned about the aesthetics of building projects.

Since Belltown is a neighborhood, why can’t residents get 
parking zone stickers for our cars?  Crazy that the MODA 
building was allowed to go up with so little on site parking 
for its residents.  There must be some way to discourage 
drug dealers from hanging out on our corners till the 
early morning hours.  It looks junky when businesses 
are allowed to continue placing sandwich boards on our 
sidewalks.

We need zoned parking I live at the Concord and having 
to pay $2.50 where I live is crazy. Zone parking for Eagle.

Just a growing concern about aimless folks wandering the 
neighborhood.

Architectural design review of new buildings not too 
impressive.  Police presence needs to be improved at 
night.

There is still a lot of drug and shady activity going on in 
Belltown. We get little bumps of help from the police 
from time to time which seems to really help a lot, but 
they don’t stick around for very long and then things 
go back to “normal.”    Retail shops seem to be closing 
and are being replaced by bars.    Parking is horrible in 
Belltown and the parking enforcement is very tight. It 
would be great if there were better places for people to 
park longer without the fear of getting ticketed (which 
is so very common).    I wish as much time was spent on 
keeping crack addicts and other shady people in check 
rather than ticketing people who are in a spot 5 minutes 
longer than they paid for.

Too much peak hour and weekend traffic, too much 
concern over preserving parking. These are my 
neighborhood streets and I don’t care to accommodate 
everyone who wants to drive through. I hope the First 
Avenue streetcar becomes a reality. I don’t like the drug 
activity but don’t want to change the diversity of the 
neighborhood, either.

We need more parks in this dense neighborhood. We 
need a community center. It would be really nice if we 
could have a community center with community gardens 
surrounding it, to involve all the people who live here 
in local food production for the benefit of the homeless 
who live in Belltown, and the low income who do not get 
enough nutritious food.

Many homeless people sleep and/or othewise live on the 
streets, understandably with all the services here. We 
must provide housing even for the alcoholics to minimize 
their impact on our streets. Let’s take care of these folks 
and keep them out of our emergency rooms and jails by 
mercifully providing minimum housing. It’s cheaper too! 
At least provide bathrooms.

There is still significant open-air drug trafficing. While it 
has improved considerably in the past few months, much 
remains to be done.

The safety issue is getting out of control.

Not pleased about the open air drug trafficing/pan-
handling/street crime.  Would like to see more public 
open spaces.  Would like to have a library branch, we 
have no public facilities that I know of.  Would like to 
see more business/stores/restaurants attracted to the 
neighborhood.  We do not need more underage clubs that 
contribute to late night crime.

Small parks are few and draw loiterers and drug users.  
It would be great to have a library but QA, Ballard and 
Downtown are all accessible by public transportation

all of the homeless

See preceding question that shows a problem specific to 
Belltown & downtown.

The zoning core of Belltown has a reduced height 
limitation which inhibits viable development.  In fact that 
zoning restriction can now be visibly identified...outside 
of which there is recent new housing development at 
a density that promotes good street level retail and 
restaurants.  Inside this height restricted zone, only 
non-profit/social services activities are economical, so 
the core of Belltown is eroding while the edges flourish.  
There may have been good reason for the adoption of 
that zoning plan, but it seems time to reevaluate past 
assumptions.
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ugly high rise condos are being built. no focus on 
wellbeing

Too many high rise

Parking is a challenge, and crime is a problem. Would like 
to see a greater police force in the area.

1. Safety--we must stop gun violence and hate crimes, 
NOW!  Let’s get rid of the graffiti while we’re at it too!  
2. More parks, green space needed.  Finish the Vine 
Street corridor that was planned, and paint the P-patch 
cottages.  The plan the city has is decent--it just needs 
to be fulfilled.  Bell Street park is a good idea, but finish 
the existing projects (e.g. Greening Vine Street) first.  3. 
Re: buildings--I’m not against new buildings, but Seattle 
will be well-served if they keep clear view corridors open 
to our icon, the Space Needle.  Those views are rapidly 
diminishing.

I like to drink and love good restaurants, but the noise, 
shootings and unsafe environment make this area of 
town less appealing after dark

We need more lighting on streets; more police 
everywhere, i seldom see police- the drugs and homeless 
need help- the streets need to be cleaned by merchants, 
the trees need to be cut back for light and saftey, we 
could use some street cars;   we need more open areas 
and parks like downtown portland has.  the past two 
years, i have spent alot of time in portland and if i had 
spent time there first, i would have bought a condo 
there instead of seattle;  the parks and the layout witht 
he public buildings are wonderful.  the transportation 
outstanding downtown.  i walk around there and feel 
safe, and im from new york and la. and at night, i do 
not feels safe in beltown.  also, the older buildings, 
which could be wonderful, are a shambles. i think they 
are housing low income, but do they have to look so 
decreped?   old buildings can be well kept and beautiful.  
again, look at portland. they seem to have it going there.  
its like belltown was discovered and then forgotten, when 
other parts of the city were discovered.  all the energy 
for change went over to the lake union area, or now, 
downtown. whereever. and belltown, got stuck.

transportation:  buses are loud, crowded, often do 
not come at all, when non-bus public transportation 
is proposed, a very few voices seem to keep it out 
of Belltown, often with the reasons seeming “made 
up”.    housing:  a good mix of affordable housing with a 
realistic, fully funded program for reduced harm housing 
has yet to become an integral part of our community.  
Again a number of loud voices against ‘more services’ 
concerns me greatly.    public facilities:  Sadly, these are 
extremely under-represented in Belltown:  some being 
not to hard to accomplish.  While the downtown library 
is not too far for most to visit occassionally, it would be 
very nice to have a small satellite, perhaps in one of the 
very many now vacant storefronts.  Could be staffed 
with a librarian and a security gaurd:  neighbors could 
volunteer and perhaps volunteer hours could count for 
matching grants.  space could be used for meetings in the 
evenings.    community center:  As I’ve heard more of the 
different ideas, I am increasingly convinced that the right 
placement for this is in an expanded P-patch on Western 
Avenue.  I believe that concerns that it be placed ‘up the 
hill’ are all taken care of by the ancillary library/meeting 
room idea.      business district:  building owners refusing 
to negotiate through the recession and lack of sidewalk 
street clean up services in Belltown are hurting business 
owners.  Sadly, many are convinced that this is about lack 
of parking, or the mere existence of troubled homeless 
people.  I remain very sad about this.

see previous comments at start of survey

I wish there was a plan for light rail in Belltown.  I do not 
understand why we have so many transportation options 
(light rail, SLU Trolly, buses) but none of them connect 
to anything?     As for safety, I would LOVE it if the city 
spent more time on Fri/Sat nights arresting for DUI’s in 
Belltown.  The city would make a ton of money and drunk 
drivers would be off the streets.  Every Fri/Sat night the 
bridge and ferry kids come to Belltown, get wasted, and 
often drive home.  I have seen so many kids stumbling to 
their car only to put the keys in their ignition and drive!!  I 
have often called police but by the time they can respond 
the culprit is already on I5, or 99, or wherever they came 
from.  This would be a HUGE money making opportunity 
for the city in addition to keeping the streets safer.

It is still a little sketchy on certain evenings; the homeless 
crowd and the low income housing so close to great 
businesses:)

Do not feel safe near 3rd and Lenora, even sometimes 
during the day because of all the homeless hanging out.
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The category of transportation for me includes the bus 
stops, condition of the roads, pedestrian cross-walks, 
stop sign visibility, etc.  These all could use additional 
improvements.

We do not have the Vine street open concept and we 
need more police.

The number of homeless and pan-handlers on the streets 
seems to have increased over the last several years. Not 
sure if that relates to not enough low-income housing or 
human services to assist folks.

No trash cans, ridiculous amounts of litter and filth 
throughout.  Just take a look at all Belltown bus-stops 
-- and also the Western cooridor north of The Market, 
leased parking lots, residue and refuse in blocks 
surrounding clubs, the 3rd Avenue corridor from Pike 
to Bell -- and more.  The filth is sickening and is the 
one thing that makes me want to move out of this 
neighborhood.

Seattle Center (Key Arena) needs to be revitalized. It’s an 
important economic driver in the N. Belltown/Uptown 
neighborhoods.

I don’t know of any library or community center in 
Belltown. I walk to the main branch of the Seattle library.

There are far too many homeless people and drug addicts 
roaming the streets in our neighborhood, so much so I 
don’t feel safe walking alone at some times of day.

I moved here two years ago and am shocked and amazed 
on a daily basis by the rampant drug use I see in Belltown 
streets. I walk daily from Columbia tower to the north 
west corner of Belltown and can see generally 2-3 people 
using drugs or dealing drugs on my commute.

1. Safety: Am furious about the drug scene at almost 
every corner of Bell Street from 5th to Western and 
the lack of police presence...this activity at all hours 
of the day, very boldly being conducted!    2. Believe a 
Community Center is mandatory.  It would provide a 
place for a farmers’ market(which would also have food 
vendors)art shows, block parties, concerts/outdoor 
movies, etc. so we would not have to go Seattle’s other 
neighborhoods for these events.  3.Businesses: Instead 
of more bars/lounges/clubs why can’t our neighborhood 
have a great ice cream store?  Why can’t we entice 
some of the 5/6 owners of these stores to open one in 
Belltown?  We may not have as many families as other 
neighborhoods but folks of all ages love good ice cream/
gelato!

Belltown nears a lot more police.  There are almost none, 
and there are constantly safety issues.  I should feel 
totally safe walking alone at night, and I don’t.

Parks are not safe as the number of drug dealers, 
prostitutes, and homeless is very high. This also 
makes me feel unsafe at night walking to and from my 
apartment. The police monitoring is poor. I also am 
frustrated with the late night trash pick up which is loud 
and at inappropriate hours, waking me up at 2am-4am

Safety continues to be an issue.  We appear to have no 
public facilities to speak of.  How about a library?  Please 
put more trees on the sidewalks.

While the Olympic Sculpture Park is a great addition to 
the neighborhood, it is still missing significant green 
space to benefit all of the residents. The neighborhood 
also seems to have gotten less safe in the last 2 years 
that we have lived here. We are not always comfortable 
walking at night.
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We lack open space, and too many of the new 
buildings have been block-hogging, light-
blocking monstrosities.

As with Belltown aesthetically, there is no 
‘center’ for neighborhood information where do 
we turn to read up on community news? There is 
no reliable community forum online to access or 
participate in. I think maintaining an active and 
up-to-date website for neighborhood residents 
to actively participate in should be a focus.

Based on the plan described, we haven’t done 
much to Vine Street other than the cistern.  
The P-patch cottages need to be taken care of, 
painted, etc.  There is no community center (nor a 
library, but that isn’t part of the plan).

The plan has only recently been revisited 
so it’s hard to judge but there are definitely 
improvements under way.

I think the park is a good addition to making the 
neighborhood feel more “”neighborhoody””.  I 
am interested though to see how well the Bell 
park will be lit and policed.  I do not want it to 
end up being a hang out for crackheads and drug 
dealers.  A

Belltown is evolving beautifully.  I am excited 
about the Bell Street boulevard linear park.

too little too late

The neighborhood plan was put together many 
years ago, when the demographics were very 
different, and fewer buildings were here.  They 
need to be re-examined with an eye toward 
creating a community that works for a large 
middle class:  that way, Belltown will be more 
economically secure

The Bell St park will be a welcome addition.

Security is lacking.  Drug deals still happen all 
along 2nd and 3rd avenues.  And in my opinion, 
have increased in the last 4 years.

Hooray for the Bell Street plan! And the trees on 
3rd and 4th ave.

I think the Green Street and pedestrian connection plans are 
progressing. The neighborhood keeps its diversity and the historic 
buildings are being revived and renovated with thriving and 
neighborhood appropriate new businesses. We still don’t have 
a community center but I prefer a good neighborhood coffee 
house anyway, which we have. We may not meet numbers on 
park space but if we can reduce traffic and continue the street 
improvements I’d be happy to count great street space as urban 
park space, its the best kind. The alley situation is improving, 
although they are still not being utilized much for pedestrian 
and bike connections. Pedestrians and bikes still haven’t gotten 
enough priority over vehicles.

Where is the police presence? Why do I see groups of tourists and 
visitors aghast at open air crack smoking on the corners? Why do 
the streets smell of urine?

Security/Police patrols should be more visable.  I just don’t see 
police patroling the area -- just speeding by with their lights on 
going to another location.

I don’t think I have enough detailed info to weigh in on this.

I like the Belltown area.  There are lots of places to eat out and 
grab a drink.  I am excited to see Belltown sustain and grow its 
character.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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I am probably one of the people who disagree with the 
objectives of the plan.  I do NOT want parks - in the 
neighborhoods and the suburbs they can be pleasant 
places.  Downtown they only attract the dregs of society 
and I don’t think this neighborhood needs that.  I also 
object to ANYTHING that is going to gridlock the city 
(the tunnel or that even more moronic surface option).  I 
also am entirely disgusted by the amount of deference 
given to the bicycle lobby.  I’d have more sympathy if they 
actually followed traffic rules and stopped at red lights 
and for pedestrians.  But they don’t.  And that obscenity 
known as “”Critical Mass”” needs to be stopped in it’s 
tracks.   SPD needs to be enforcing the laws when it 
comes to bicycles - bicyclists keep demanding rights but 
don’t live up to responsibilities.

I am thrilled beyond words that the Bell Street 
Park project was approved. However, Belltown still 
desperately needs its community center.

i see no progress on finding a community facility for 
neighborhood activities

I do not see the plan on track.  The plan is one thing.  The 
reality is we have too much crime and too much chaos 
on weekends.  Too much filth.   The police do not seem 
willing to intervene.  Businesses want to move out of the 
neighborhood.

The city has allowed this area to become another 
Pioneer Square, a magnet for 20-something drunks from 
Bellevue, North Seattle and Renton.  It is the least family-
friendly neighborhood in the city.  It is sterile.  It is lifeless 
until 11:00 p.m. (when the drunks start whooping it up - 
every night...)  The sidewalks are filthy.  The few families 
in residence flee when their children reach school age, 
thus limiting the population to young singles and retirees.  
All-in-all, it’s a rather pathetic excuse for urban planning.

Get rid of the viaduct and improve the waterfront is a 
very high priority with me.

why does it take SOOO long to move on anything in this 
city?

Belltown has become greener with more trees and 
landscaping

We have no community center where groups can meet; 
open space is clustered at one end (Sculpture Garden and 
Myrtle Edwards)

Belltown is not as eclectic and mixed in population as it 
was 10-15 years ago.

Belltown has been sold out to developers

The Vine St. Parkway Plan seems to be taking forever to 
be accomplished.

Seems like some initiatives started a couple of years ago 
and never went anywhere (like the plans for Bell and Vine 
streets).

Streets are being repaired but streets have a lot of 
walking traffic therfore garbage is found on our streets 
daily with very little city services.

We have the greatest concentration of social service 
agencies, shelters and low income housing in this 
neighborhood.  We also have a high concentration of 300k 
to 1 million+ condos who pay a huge percentage of taxes 
to the city.  In order to protect your “”cash cow””  I think 
you should pay more attention to the safety and concerns 
of the people who are paying the bill--so to speak.

The cistern steps are still not operable and the lighting 
has never been completed as part of the Cistern Steps 
project.  This is a missed opportunity!

I’m unsure of what the neighborhood strategies are.

Not sure I’ve been here long enough. But the fact that 
retail spaces are leaving isn’t a good sign to me.

Economic Viability and Environmental Stewardship seem 
to be doing ok.  I don’t think that Security in Belltown has 
improved.

The new trees along 3rd look great and the the new 
park is exciting (provided the community doesn’t 
immediately lose it to the crackheads or become the next 
Belltown urinal for drunks).  The only key strategy not 
necessarily achieved is the parking supply issue (I don’t 
drive but street parking seems like a concern for others...
businesses and visitors).

only parts of it were accomplished like parks and arts. I 
don’t feel that we have a vibrant safe place.

The P-patch and bell street parks are great additions to 
the neighborhood.
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the green open spaces - I don’t see them - I know that 
homeless will take over.

The Denny dog park was a great innovation.

There has been no increase in open space or community 
space in years with the exception of the Olympic 
Sculpture Park.  Continuing focus on housing and social 
services for those most troubled means we have more 
than our fair share of these individuals in our area.

Would like perhaps a Library in the Belltown 
neighborhood.  Concerned with the safety in central 
Belltown, am satisfied with the safety in my direct 
neightborhood (NW corner of Belltown by the OSP).

I did not know these were the 3 key strategies for 
Belltown.  I am not sure how “”adequate parking”” 
makes the list (wouldn’t ACCESS be a better term than 
parking?)...but I generally support the aims of these 
three.  

The question is, are we really working on them?

Particularly the strategy to maintain Belltown’s unique 
character(?)

I don’t see that a broad range of services required for a 
vibrant and healthy downtown residential community 
have instituted.  Post office, schools, clean streets, etc.

Our plan was never formally adopted, and on the status 
report, many items in plan were never implemented.

No green space, no security

Major liveability issues are not being resolved; e.g., noise, 
pedestrian safety, drug dealing, and violence/public 
safety.

Doesn’t seem like much progress has been made on the 
greenspace inits. since I’ve been a part of the community 
in Belltown (3 yrs)

The plan to turn Vine Street into a street park seems 
to have been abandoned - what is still suppose to be 
accomplished north of 1st Avenue?  The upgrade on 3rd 
Avenue regarding lighting, trees, side walks, landscaping 
is terrific from Broad to Bell.

Bell Street Park (green street) will be completed.  
However, Vine Street, also supposedly a green 
street, is moribund.  The effort of completing the 
two demonstration projects wore down the project 
participants, and, without some help from the City, the 
street is unlikely to be completed.

More could happen with Growing Vine Street - it is a 
beginning but needed and still needs better support 
from the city utilities and SDOT to implement each piece 
that could contribute to the whole street. Acquiring the 
adjacent parcels to the P-Patch could expand the garden, 
use of the cottages, maybe become the community 
center location which could add some eyes on the park. 
There is a problem with urban campers, many drug deals, 
and serious vandalism occuring in the P-Patch - makes 
it discouraging to try and maintain what is a lovely 
garden in the center of a dense environment. Having a 
community center could really help benefit the sense of 
community.

The diversity and number of residential properties has 
changed greatly over the past 10 years, so vision and key 
strategies really need to be updated to remain pertinant.

not enough modularity in new building. limited use of 
heritage material (bricks...)

no focus on wellbeing

Major grocery secured. 3rd Ave Lighting achieved. Other 
visions and key strategies are failing/not being achieved.

I’m happy to see the attempt to turn Bell street into a 
park.  But I think it won’t work unless some cafes open 
along that street.   A park that is family friendly (e.g., with 
swings) would be a nice change.

I think the plan to make park space out of Bell St. is great.  
I am looking forward to that.

I see progress on the Vine Street conversion, and the 
sidewalk fixing etc as per plan. I just don’t know if it’ll be 
enough.

I’m a huge fan of social equity & economic viability, but 
we really seem to be an “”hourglass”” neighborhood 
which makes for more alienation than eclectic-ness.  We 
need some middle class, which I speculate means we 
need rental housing, but the report belies that.  However 
income ratio chart re-inforces the hourglass  problem.
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Incremental steps are being taken to achieve the vision 
statement but progress is slow.  Green streets are have 
being added but are far from complete.  Mixed use 
housing with some elements of affordable units continues 
to be a challenge, but organizations such as LIHI have 
made great strides, and Seattle Housing Authority has 
done a good job in managing to keep their properties 
from being crime magnets.

See earlier comments about core zoning detriments.

I never see police actively breaking up drug deals, yet I 
see at least 5 a day.

Survey states many of these plans were in place 10 years 
ago.

idk

We need more garbage clean-up (and bathrooms!) and 
more security especially given that we have the highest 
number of homeless and indigent people on our streets.

I feel like our open space, while limited, is well liked and 
used. Our character continues to grow and flourish in 
many ways. The parking is an issue, I have friends that 
refuse to visit me on weekends because of it.

I don’t really know the plan, but if it is to increase density 
of residential housing, add restaurants and retail, that 
goal was going very well before the economic turndown.  
The apparent inablility to curb open drug use is of 
concern, however. 
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I would like to see “”Strategy to Sustain Adequate 
Parking Supply”” completely abandoned - it does nothing 
to benefit residents of Belltown, and encourages all the 
Friday/Saturday night idiots to drive in, which then means 
they drive home drunk.  From my balcony this is rather 
entertaining, but when I’m cycling home at those hours 
it’s terrifying.

It’s a good plan.  Could add preserving street level views 
of the Space Needle.

I think one of the original goals of the plan was to develop 
housing so that 67% of housing would be directed to 
a lower income group which represented only 40% of 
the population, leading eventually to an unrealistically 
unbalanced neighborhood with concurrent negative 
effects for all. Most of the low income housing built has 
gone to an even much lower income group. There has 
been considerable private development but the future 
and values for that could falter if neighborhood problems 
are not better addressed.

A community center and parks with families in mind are 
in fact now extremely relevant to future planning.  The 
ijdea that the neighborhood can house solely retirees and 
very young adults is not workable.  Folks in their 30’s and 
40’s with children are a stable economic base.  People 
would like to ‘move around less’.  

Pesdestrian travel through the neighborhood needs to be 
a priority, and the strength that we have in our few public 
‘anchors’ (OSP, P-Patch, dog park, Bell Street Blvd.) need 
to continue, grow and be completed.

Need to concentrate more on safety.

I think more needs to be done to promote independent 
and small businesses.

I would put safety at the top and hopefully green spaces 
and parks can help create community and awareness.

I think we need to add cleanliness as a priority.  Again, 
limited trash cans.

I don’t think I have enough detailed info to weigh in on 
this.

I do not find “”Green streets”” offensive, but nor does it 
do much for me.  I want streets to be lively and exciting.  
Perhaps we could make it more affordable for businesses 
and social clubs to start in the area (I see a lot of for lease 
signs).

please see above answer

I remain ambivalent about parking being a priority of 
Belltown development.

I think the vision of future transportation has definitely 
changed but it is not necessarily the view of the residents 
and business owners.

a priority for me, or for the City? Very much so for me . . .

Vine street will never be a green street that connects to 
Elliott Bay. It may have appeared that the building on the 
west side of the intersection between Elliott and Vine was 
going to be torn down when the plan was formed but it 
has since been restored and will be there for a long time. 

Perhaps this makes more sense to apply to Broad street? 
That connects Seattle Center to the Olympic Sculpture 
Park and waterfront, which should see a revitalization 
after the viaduct comes down.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so
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You can’t develop a neighborhood or even really have one 
if you aren’t willing to solve the crime problems so that 
the people feel safe at night.  And a parade of drunken, 
rowdy idiots yelling and screaming obscenities at 2am 
when the bars close isn’t a “”vibrant night life””.

I envision less traffic, more pedestrains, bicycles and 
trams.

What the heck does this question mean?  My priority is 
safety and cleanliness.  Are they being addressed--who 
knows? The graffiti increases, the noise, and sometimes 
gunshots, continues.  The panhandling has become more 
aggressive--my 10 year old granddaughter refuses to 
walk with me down 2nd or 3rd avenue because we have 
been accosted and chased for blocks.  The bicycle police?  
USELESS--unless they receive some interpersonal 
training.  I think this city is going down the tubes and I 
only hope that I can get out with some investment intact.

For very little money the cistern steps could actually 
operate and result in capturing rain water from the Vine 
Building and the building on the south east corner of 
Vine and Western and storing it in the cistern rather than 
have it run into Puget Sound.  The original plan was to 
have this water used to water the P-Patch.  Not finishing 
this project would be a terrible waste of an important 
opportunity.

Security needs to be added as a goal.  The vacant lots and 
the drug deal can still be found.

I would like my comments above to be taken into account 
along with the developer issues in our neighborhood.  
Although I accept development, I believe developers 
should share a greater responsibility for the cleanliness of 
the streets, alleys and neighbors of their developments.  
And I think merhants need to take greater responsibility 
for the blocks in which they do business.

Economic Viability, Security, and Environmental 
Stewardship are all important to me, but the others are 
not.  I would rather see a focus on transportation and 
improving services like Grocery stores and parks.

While I think green streets/open spaces are important, 
security and safety needs to be MORE important and it 
doesn’t seem like much of a priority in Belltown.  What 
good are open spaces if no one in the community can use 
them because they aren’t safe?

I think a priority should be placed on stopping open air 
drug markets and on finding a way to give people seeking 
social services something more productive to do that to 
take up all the sidewalk space.

It is a greater priority for Belltown to encourage it’s 
community members to utilize more sustainable modes 
of transportation by designing the neighborhood for 
pedestrians not vehicles.

I would like to see the neighborhood focus our energies 
on being a neighborhood.  Be the best Belltown we can 
be and then let others come as they will.  If we have 
great residences and great businesses (including bars, 
restaurants, cafes, and galleries), we will all be successful.  
If we only focus on the residential requirements or we 
only focus on the business requirements -- we will never 
be as good as we can be by working together.

I don’t see that social equity, economic viability, 
environmental stewardship, or security have been 
worked on.  I’m not even sure what Social Equity was 
meant to be.

Seems as if the priorities should changet to drug/crime 
control and then worrry about greenspace.

A Community Center, where people could have open 
public meetings, would help facilitate neighborhood 
involvement and develop a sense of community.

I don’t believe social equity should be the number one 
priority. I would like to see a stronger focus on community 
and community infrastructure such as a Library.

Many of the goals to create a greener, safer COMMUNITY 
are even more pertinent today than when the plans were 
drafted.

I would like to see a focus on bringing more services that 
cater to residents during the day.   e.g., a drugstore.

I think safety/security, homelessness, and drug use are 
the key areas that Belltown is lacking.  This doesn’t 
appear to be a main priority of the plan.

Well, they are a priority for ME. I don’t know about 
anyone else



Q3: What are your neighborhood’s priorities?
98

belltoWN belltoWN

A few great folks are driving green visions, Plymouth 
Housing is a great neighbor ( I’ve been really disappointed 
by opportunity place) but I don’t have a sense of a unified 
community. I haven’t checked out the new community 
council post-Zander, I should.  Don’t know what 
Sustainable Belltown is doing either.  Seems like driving it 
through building organizations might be a way to go, I’ve 
been trying to build community within my own building.

See zoning, social services, and emergency vehilcle 
comments above.

Of course, updating of the Vision and Key Strategies is 
appropriate.  Nothing remains the same over the years. 
-  Not wholesale changes, merely updating.

idk

We still need more security and the other priorities were 
too vague to mean much

I’m surprised I dont see more about Security/Safety here. 
I have seen some steps being made to crack down on the 
underbelly of Belltown, but I still feel like we have a ways 
to go. 
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Parks, pedestrian-friendliness, connections to the 
waterfront, policing of drunk drivers, encouraging bars 
and cafes to maximise outdoor seating

Middle-income housing stock. Belltown should be the 
model of a high-density, urban neighborhood with 
affordable, good quality housing. Also (and unbelievably) 
we STILL need a 24/7 full-service grocery store I can’t 
believe the densest neighborhood in the city doesn’t have 
the political capital to make this happen.

Safety, security, cleanliness.  Retaining Belltown’s 
character (eclectic, artsy, cool old buildings)--this is in 
there now, but should be dialed up.  Being business-
friendly--listen to Belltown shopkeepers and restaurant 
owners.

cleaning up the homeless, prostitution, drug users

Safety, Transportation, Parks & Rec

Western and Elliott: Enforce speed limits, make it safer 
and more inviting for pedestrians. The Waterfront: too 
touristy. Should be a better multi-purpose destination. 
Balance: The concentration of 1) social services and 2) 
bars catering to young singles is at the root of many 
problems in the community. Would like to get that 
Community Center.

The additional affordable housing in neighborhood 
should be for people with middle income jobs who do 
the work of the city. Up to now it has been built for 
completely dependent and transient people.

Building the Community Center

public amenities, housing affordability

over building of hi-rises

Making the area more livable and attractive for people. 
This would include increase safety.

Close some of the problem clubs in the area. They make a 
bad name for all of them.

Beautifying streets! Expand sidewalks. Mass Transit.

schools and parks

community building activity outside of the traditional 
evening meeting structure. 
Equitable housing for all.  “”greening”” the balconies and 
rooftops.   
Stable community support for small businesses who 
participate actively in the life of the community. 
Solid programming for public spaces.

Controlling traffic (provide alternatives like the streetcar) 
and getting more street use for residents, pedestrians 
and cyclists; preserving the remaining small-scale historic 
buildings

SAFETY and taking care of the homeless and drug users.

Safety

small business, crime and security, neighborhood 
character.

Parks and open space for physical recreation.

My guess would be safety.

Safety.  Building Community.

Getting people to feel like Belltown is THEIR 
neighborhood, and making people proud to live here. I 
feel like lots of people don’t want to settle here, they plan 
to move away in a couple of months or years.

Cracking down on the drug market and homelessness/
loitering. The drug dealers and crack heads have taken 
over the streets of Belltown. We also need to get all the 
project housing and recovery cafe type of establishments 
out of a neighborhood that is so densely populated and 
that attracts such an immense amount of night life. It’s 
ridiculous to stick the homeless and mentally unstable in 
this environment.

Focus on building the long over due community center 
and building a school

Curbing street level drug activity (dealing and use)

Street cleaning (hire CleanScapes to pressure wash 2nd 
Ave every night)

Public safety

Public Amenities

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Safety

lighting, public events,public space, sidewalks. Elderly 
housing. Student housing, for AI, Cornish, AND the UW. 
small scale and Micro-Retail

projects in progress and how they are doing (on schedule, 
budget, etc). 
what was completed/finished since the last status report.

Security.

Community activities and affordablity

Cleaning up the grafitti in the area and working to move 
the drug trade out of our streets.

environmental and social sustainability, providing a safe 
environment

moving traffic 
providing parking 
policing

Safety

safety

Extending bus routes to come down to Belltown so 
employees do not have to transfer at Westlake or walk 15-
20 minutes from Westlake in the dark and rain during the 
spring, fall and winter.  
Do not install a street car on 1st Avenue.  Perhaps 
reinstate and upgrade the waterfront street car since 
tracks already exist.

building library/senior center

Get back to basic services.  Public safety, policing, 
cleaning of the streets, remove the graffiti, fixing the 
potholes.  Police should be patrolling the bars on Friday 
and Saturday nights to reign in the aberrant behavior.

Doing your job.  You know what’s needed.  Do it.  Where’s 
the leadership?

Safety

safety

Public amenities and transportation. A free bus ride from 
Denny Way to Westlake and the light rail tunnel would be 
very benificial.

Safety!

Transportation networks

safety - when SPD comes to Belltown Council and 
essentially says, we’re not going to increase patrols until 
we have more data, so call 911 and report everything. 
what more evidence do you need? man arrested w/ 16 
guns in apt? Stabbing here. Shooting there. Violence over 
there. We’re at the tipping point now...stop waiting for a 
flood.

getting rid of crime and drug dealing CLEAN UP 
BELLTOWN!!!!!

Safety and Public cleaniness.

Safety, park space/green space.  Business development.

Positive community facilities - not just social service 
buildings or half-way houses

Transportation, empty storefronts

police presence, support for BCOP, rowdy night clubs.

Strengthening the police department with an increase in 
personnel and training.

Increased parks and safety.

Sustaining Belltown’s eclectic character and history.  
Green streets and open spaces.

Crime prevention, preventing buildings from forming 
urban canyons (blocking too much light/air), cleanup, 
parking

Developers who trash lots and walk away, such as 2nd 
and Bell and Elliott and Bell (I think, across from Art 
Institue).

better architecture, less dogs.

a friendly neighborhood for families.  Cleanliness and 
safety.  Parks and open space.  Metrics should be set 
based to match or exceed quality of life of other great 
urban residental centers such as Vancouver and Portland.
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Controlling crime and building affordable housing for low 
income people

Security and noise control.

On time buses. Shorter wait times. More seats and 
shelters. Clean safe streets.

public transportation, bicycles, walking, safety

-More pedestrian friendly streets / sidewalks 
-Continued development of green spaces (parks, etc.) 
-Housing that attracts families rather than singles or 
couples only. Most of the affordable housing units are 
studio or 1 bedroom units. This is not family friendly.

Police appearances more ofter

public amenities

Keeping Belltown green and its skyline as open as 
possible.

1. Crime   
2. Beautify the town

Getting rid of the drug dealers and having more police 
presence when there are crowds after big events at the 
Seattle Center.

POLICE--POLICE--POLICE.  BUT--thes police should 
receive some training on how to interact on the street.  
They are hopeless--as far as I have observed.  I did 
training programs on how to interact with the public and 
these guys don’t have a clue.  This is key--if you make 
yourself part of the community then you can have an 
impact with your presence.  If you just ride around and 
talk with each other and not the people--then you are 
worthless--which is what you have now.

Public amenities, such as a community center, and an 
inclusive attitude toward the financially less fortunate 
among us. continue to develop bike and pedestrian 
friendly transportation systems.

Finishing the Cistern Steps! 
Purchasing the land adjacent to the Belltown P-Patch to 
expand the garden and create an urban park 
A clear plan for maintaining the cottages in the Belltown  
P-Patch.

More focus on issues of drug dealing and crime.

Green space/scrutiny of bldg aesthetics.  I would like 
to see some the historic bldgs renovated in an effort to 
balance new construction.

neighborhood cleanliness and facilities for those who live 
on the street.

making the streets safe 
preserving green space between buildings

security

drug dealers and roaming addicts

Litter, street homelessness, cleanliness, trash cans, 
developer responsibility in provisions for street health.

Providing amenities for families with kids, safety and 
transportation.  
I would love to see Belltown become a great place to raise 
a family, we have a great opportunity with our existing 
investment in parks to make the environment even more 
friendly to families with kids by providing play areas for 
children in our parks and investing in better safety and 
security - to make Belltown a walkable neighborhood 
at any time in the day. We should invest in better 
transportation so people have a convenient way into 
Belltown, we need convenient and affordable alternative 
transportation means to car, it would be great to have the 
light rail or street car extend into the neighborhood.  
I think we need to step up our security in Belltown, car 
prowls seem to continue in their usual cadence, “”day 
worker”” area in Belltown seems to have become a place 
where folks who don’t speak English, who are looking 
for work seem to congregate by the dozens. We need to 
be able to land a stronger helping hand for folks who are 
homeless and in need - I still see many folks sleeping in 
shop entrance, as I walk by the smell of urine is a harsh 
reminder that we are not doing enough to help these 
neighbors, who are in need, live with dignity

crime

Safety.

Transportation (Rail and keeping the neighborhood 
walkable) 
Shopping (Fresh Food and Produce) 
Schools 
Security
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safety (open air drug markets, aggressive panhandlers, 
etc.) and also how the residents can help out to this 
effect.  it should be a group effort.  new condos (and 
existing) should be brought into this so that if they 
benefit they can share some of the burden.  seems like 
new condos have a 24 hour concierge but i can’t imagine 
their jurisdiction extends past the front door.

Safety and security needs to be the primary focus.

The regular drug dealing at 2nd and Bell. They don’t even 
try to conceal it, they deal with impunity!

crime. Parks and public spaces

Clean up streets - litter and graffiti.  Get control of the 
nightlife.  If there was APPARENT POLICE WATCHING AT 
NIGHT we believe there would be less graffiti and litter as 
a result.

* more focus on safety especially in the late evenings.  
and more parks space! the olympic sculpture park is nice, 
but we need more green space for people.

Safety and Arts. Better placement for social services 
or better rules to ensure less negative impact on the 
neighborhood and the tax paying commercial and 
residential owners.

Community spaces, parks, and a grocery store.  Also, on 
the continued drug dealing that goes on along Western 
and Bell.

SAFETY, TRANSPORTATION, AMENITIES

More police presence and public safety, new solutions for 
the homeless, more variety of retail, more green spaces 
like the SAM park.

Handling the homeless hanging out everywhere, 
tourists won’t come back a 2nd time because it is very 
concerning.

Crime! Get the cops out of the cars! Drug dealers are 
everywhere.

security

safety, affordable RENTAL space- not condos

- Encouraging sustainable modes of transportation 
- Transforming dead space, no mater how small, into 
green space 
- I would like to see less luxury condos and more 
architecturally interesting developments such as sky 
farms

Safety

Residents + Businesses + Public infrastructure / services 
communicating and building alignment

Cleaning up the neighborhood, making it livable for its 
permanent residents rather than the transient ones.

Community space, crime, community building, 
pedestrians.

Safety and civility, followed by job growth, and 
transportation.

Addressing safety concerns

saftey 
transportation 
cleaning the streets

Security

Safety

public amenities, development patterns and 
demographics

A community center or accessible gathering place, 
preferably both.  The community has proven that it can 
produce activists, but they need some support.

public ammenities and facilities, improving the 
pedestrian and bike transportation network

The demographics of the Belltown including the transient 
population.

Safety and development patterns

Open Spaces 
Public transportation (lightrail)

Making downtown liveable!

development patterns and affordability
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The crime level

open spaces, green streets

wellbeing, open spaces

Community and community infrastructure. 
Encouragement of Vanpools: this is a high density 
population area that works across western Washington. It 
would be a great idea to have reserved parking spaces for 
public vanpools to encourage ridership. The lack of this 
amenity discourages such programs.

Equilibration between cost of living in neighborhood, 
value of working in neighborhood.

Stop the Beggars!  Clean up the homeless and drug 
dealers!!! 
More focus on keeping the traffic moving!  You can’t build 
a city for cars and then expect to convert it to bicycles 
by using the same space!  Instead, how about thinking 
forward for a change!  And by the way - did you know that 
seattle is the only city in the country to put crosswalks on 
offramps of highways!  So sad.

open space,  police presence on the streets

Development patterns to attract more people and more 
businesses to the area; and also make the streets safer

Safety, homelessness, drug use.

Sustainability: both economic and environmental. We 
need to look ahead 100 years. Where are the jobs going 
to come from? Where is the food, energy etc coming 
from? Naturally Belltown is a small part of the whole but 
we need to have more independence to be durable or 
robust

Show the green streets progress on the aerial photos 
(planned and accomplished or in-progress) as well as 
other improvements.

I do not think that people will pay millions of dollars for 
condos in an unsafe, dirty, unattractive neighborhood, 
when alternatives are now available. 
Again, Belltown, was the first alternative neighborhood 
downtown to be discovered ten years ago- now, there are 
multple areas, and Belltownseems forgotten.

Belltown zoning limitations...particularly the reduced 
core height and its impact on viable development in that 
zone.

Secuirity / Open space and parks / Business / Overload in 
one neighborhood of drug and alcohol related treatment 
outlets and low income housing, canmpared with other 
neighborhoods [let’s get better ba;ance].

cracking down on crime / drugs

safety, diversity, parks & open space, small business, 
infrastructure

Rent and parking

Cleaner sidewalks and streets, homeless housing here 
or in other neighborhoods and security (beat cops  on 
foot would be good!). Middle income housing and family 
amenities.

Safety/Police Enforcement in Bell/3rd area.

Affordable housing

Cleaning up petty drug sales

crime

drug activity and violent crimes

engaging with the homeless, addicted, unemployed 
rather than just harassing and “”shooing”” them out to 
have them just come back later....
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Car access, policing of nightlife activities that don’t pose a 
danger to residents.

Housing for the very rich or the very poor; there is a 
huge demand for middle-income housing, which seems 
impossible to get out of the ground. There should be 
a moratorium on any new/expanded social services 
facilities/programs in the area until we can address the 
problems that have been created (actual and perceived) 
by these services in the concentrations that exist today.

building development and businesses

n/a

The Park Boulevard is a great idea, but without 
corresponding incentives for developers and landlords to 
create a pedestrian friendly destination, it risks becoming 
another Vine street. Nice aesthetics, but no real change in 
sidewalk culture.

Very low income housing in Belltown. There should be 
more equitable distribution among neighborhoods to 
prevent blight which could or is affecting downtown as 
well.

Subsidized housing stock and increased social services in 
Belltown.

development patterns

keeping developers happy

Parking.

putting in high rises. 
parking.

Streetcar

green space

Any more development of p-patch space. P patches are 
used by a very small number of people in relation to the 
space they occupy.

No idea.

Anything car-centric.

Nothing! Any improvements on any level are needed, in 
literally any category: drugs, crime, park space, retail

transportation networks

human services, transitional housing, drug treatment

Traffic.

green, automotive traffic

parking

housing affordability (this is just an expensive 
neighborhood; live with it.) 
bicycle access

transportation

Development patterns

All the damned planning in some bureaucrats office.

Enriching bar owners at the expense of residents.

Community centers.  We have a lot of neighborhood 
bars/restaurants that act like community centers.  A 
community center in Belltown doesn’t make much sense, 
crackheads would probably end up using it more than 
anyone else.

Parks - it will encourage loitering and the fact that we are 
off the 99 doesn’t help (as evident by the large drug bust 
recently)

Social services - Belltown has more than it’s share of 
social services and low income housing.

Politics

Keeping parking - of course there needs to be some but 
I would like to see traffic slowed down and discouraged 
somewhat.

Community centers - the demographic shows the bulk of 
the population is comprised of young professionals, who 
seldom use community centers.

Open space, parks

parking & services for homeless.

green spaces without crime control (since they’ll just 
become wild/war zones) and upper class housing

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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-Community center 
-Parking - focus on use of public transportation

No comment

demographics

Being the nice guy in the background.  As I have stated 
before, Seattle has an INCREDIBLE tolerance for aberrant 
behavior.  This is what drives people FROM our city and 
brings the less desirable elements TO our city. owners in 
Belltown pay a huge amount of taxes for the area and, if 
you are smart, you will want to maintain this tax base.  If 
you kill the “”cash cow”” you will certainly be up the creek 
as far as maintaining the city.

new condos. I think we’re pretty well saturated when it 
comes to condos.

Community center/bldg.

A FIRST AVE. TROLLEY!

Parking violations.

The community center thing would be a bust.  Most of us 
use local coffee shops and businesses as our “”community 
center””.  Or have community areas in our condos.  And 
the left off but previously discussed trolley down 1st Ave. 
would be an epic fail.

transportation

Nothing in particular.

street construction

building housing for the homeless

Sustaining “”adequate”” parking

Residents complain about businesses and the 
infrastructure; businesses ignore residents and complain 
about the infrastructure/services; infrastructure/services 
ignore business and residents

Locating more social services in Belltown.

Business, parks, roads and driving.

development patterns

Housing affordability

things other than safety and civility issues; we can’t 
accomplish long term goals if we continue to ignore the 
serious underlying issues.

Affordable Housing

Greenspace and Parks could be the same priority.  Why 
was safety never a key strategy?

I would say parking, but as I’m not a driver, my opinion 
may be very biased.

Parking- there are many parking lots which are dirty and 
unused during the week and overflowing on the weekend.  
Make the focus instead on public transportation options

Bikes lanes, art

building condos/ high rise

Tearing down old buildings to erect new ones that remain 
substantially empty.

parking supply.  If parking becomes in high enough 
demand, someone will build a profitable parking garage.

Parking

Parking. Actually I don’t mind having some focus there 
but I think we need to de-emphasize cars for local 
transport (long-term parking still important of course for 
residents)

Statistics for the sake of statistics.

....see previous “”more focus””....

large development

new buldings and renovations

Respect for culture and tradition and parking

Major sidewalk changes for aesthetic reasons only 
if money is an issue.  Keeping up utilities, curb cuts 
cleanliness of course, but perhaps not enhanced rounded 
protusions on corners and so many trees if money is an 
issue.

parking tickets and jaywalking busts 
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Pedestrian crossings.  Belltown’s streets are too busy to have non-
controlled or stop-sign-controlled intersections any more, and in places 
this creates uncrossable streets (e.g. Vine Street crossing Western or 
Third Aves).

I only viewed Belltown’s draft status report which I felt was 
incomprehensible without more context than what was provided.

2024 projections are for 4,700 more households, but only 4,000 jobs.  
I feel sorry for people who are homeless and I want the city (and its 
residents) to help them, but I don’t want to encourage MORE people 
coming to Belltown without jobs.  4,700 more HOUSEHOLDS > 4,700 
more people.  If only 4,000 have jobs, then are we promoting that 
people live in Belltown but work elsewhere?  That’s bad for traffic 
congestion and pollution.  If it’s retirees we’re after, then safety needs 
to be REALLY dialed up.  I wouldn’t move my 78 year old mother to a 
graffiti-tagged neighborhood that just had a drug bust of 50 dealers.  
So--I see this as a huge gap.  Maybe I’m missing something?  I’d 
welcome more info on this.

No one on the City Council or in the Mayor’s office has bothered to 
implement the neighborhood plan recommmendations.  Things have 
just happened willy-nilly.

community involvement, adequete parking

Alternative transportation:  breaking the dependence on cars and taxis:  
walking alternatives, etc.  Better distribution of services, neighborhood 
involvement:  opening up rather than buildings acting as fortesses 
against community.

There is no elementary school education in belltown. This means 
families have to leave the area rather than establishing a footprint 
within the city.

school

Well first off, it’s been established that The Denny Regrade, and 
Belltown are seperate neighborhoods, so right off you lost me. But alot 
of the rest of it is great.

There are no details available.

The status report in general is great!  The Home Value chart looks odd 
or else not very useful (are there only two owner-occupied units??).

Bring more safety and police presence to the area.

The biggest problem with the draft is 
that it concentrates on demonizing the 
automobile.  The automobile is and always 
will be the primary mode of transportation 
for people in Seattle.  Cars will become 
more fuel efficient and alternatively fueled, 
but they will always be there.  Seattle’s 
only plan for transportation only focuses 
on transit (lite rail, busses, etc.) and takes 
away capacity for autos.  This is a HUGE 
mistake and will only gridlock this city.

While there is very good detail on past/
complete projects, more information on 
in-progress, future, and planned projects 
would be appreciated.

Not that I am aware of.

where is library budget?

You seem to have NO clue as to the reality 
of the neighborhood.

Yes.  Get cops on the sidewalks.

preserving neighborhood safety

Safety. i didn’t even see it as a focus point. 
it was all about beauification and not about 
the real issue at hand. Clean up the streets!

traffic management. this city needs a clear 
plan on how it will manage traffic flow as 
density increases.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Police presence needs to be increased with a satellite 
office in Belltown

Need to have a place where residents can meet and 
councils can hold townhall-like meetings

Earlier bus service would help and better bus service on 
2nd Ave (now service is limited to rush hour

More emphasis on traffic control in this densely 
populated area.

As previously stated, the residential unit to parking space 
ratio is all wrong. People are just parking on the streets 
unless they happen to be very enterprising and snatch 
a few extra spaces when buying a unit and then renting 
them to other residents. Parking spaces in my building 
rent for $200 a month! Several units have 3, most have 1, 
some have 0.

status report listed each of the major accomplishments in 
the neighborhood, but has not listed any of the setbacks 
or failures.  The acreage of parks/open space per person in 
the neighborhood signficantly trails other major cities like 
Vancouver.   How does Seattle’s premier urban residental 
center compare with other regional urban residental 
centers such as Vancouver and Portland in transportation, 
parks, safety, density, open space, resident satisfication, 
etc.?

Specific provisions for lower income housing and specific 
provisions to address Belltown’s problems with crime.  
Belltown can’t thrive as a neighborhood until its troubles 
are addressed.

Not very familiar with the reports

I have not delved deeply enough into these to give a good 
answer but the city has done a good job in attempting to 
update them and keep neighborhoods informed.

You haven’t made the connection between the people 
who pay for the services and maintining the safety, 
property values and concerns of these people.  You can 
bring all the social service agencies you want into the 
neighborhood but, if you don’t maintain the safety and 
liveability in these neighbohoods and the property values 
drop--how will you be able to continue?  It’s as if you are 
hell-bent on turning a million dollar neighborhood into a 
ghetto in the name of being socially concious. But, if you 
do that, who will be here to pay?

Less traffic

No where has there been any positive ideas put forth 
in regard to the people who live in this neighborhood 
without benefit of shelter. Pretending they are not here 
does nothing to improve anyone’s life.

No clear plan for maintaining the cottages at the P Patch

No plan to complete the Cistern Steps

Alley-use in existing and new condo developments -- ie. 
the alley between Cedar & Clay/Elliott & Western.  This 
alley should not be used as a thru-fare for adjacent blocks 
and should be kept for access by residents of the building 
in that block (i.e. The Klee; The Bellora).  This could go 
for other blocks, as well.  City should play a part in this.  
Developers should plan ingress/egress approopriately.

I would love to see the objective metrics that indicate 
the health of the community, and measure our progress 
against our goals - How has our population changed 
over time, how has crime rate changed, how many new 
businesses have opened, how many people does Belltown 
businesses currently employ, what are our statistical 
measures for social equity - how many affordable housing 
units do we have.

Plans for safety/crime issues seem to be really under-
addressed.

See above about 2nd and Bell.

What about the Viaduct?

I would have liked to see light rail go through belltown 
instead of near it.

Handling the homeless issue

homeless issue is NOT mentioned

I feel that the estimates of unit value and other statistics 
on the given page are on the low side. They should be re-
assessed in the next report evaluation

Please focus more on helping people seeking social 
services have someplace to go instead of the 3rd Ave. 
sidewalk

Mentioned above (i.e. encouragement of alternative 
modes of transporation)
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I think the commercial side of the neighborhood merits 
further detail:  Are the commercial endeavors primarily 
retail-oriented?  Are they targeted at residents or non-
residents?  When we better understand our overall 
profile, we can better work together and we can better 
react to the changes...(e.g. How many residents are 
aware enough to support local businesses during tough 
times?  If we realize that we are NEIGHBORS, then the 
support increases.  Further, business owners might try 
to keep their property clean or have concern about their 
patrons if they understand how many are coming from 
the neighborhood)

Giving us neighborhood status.

The focus should be on pedestrians, and should include 
our community center.

They do not properly address safety concerns

Liveability issues such as noise, public safety, drug 
dealing, pedestrian safety are not addressed.  Also, use 
of Viaduct land for community center, open space, and 
connections between Waterfront, Market, P-Patch, and 
Sculpture Park.

There is no discussion on the status of safety in the 
report.

Focus on lightrail or public transportation options not just 
parking.

ZONED PARKING

Law enforcement/crime.

Please no trolley down first---I think it would be way 
better suited for the waterfront area. I also think more 
people would use it and it would help the parking 
situation.

Community and community infrastructure. 
Encouragement of Vanpools: this is a high density 
population area that works across western Washington. It 
would be a great idea to have reserved parking spaces for 
public vanpools to encourage ridership. The lack of this 
amenity discourages such programs.

Lower income rental (including subsidized housing) is 
largely occupied. (Note: specified owner occupied units 
exclude... units--such as condominiums--in multi-unit 
buildings..) As nearly all owner occupied units in Belltown 
and the city at large are such units, this caveat places 
these figures between misleading and useless.

not enough of a focus on safety and crime prevention.

As above, we need to think more about cutting Belltown’s 
footprint (e.g. garbage out) and dependence (e.g. 
garbage in.) Naturally we will never be 100% independent 
and that is just fine, but we need to keep thinking about 
sustainability for jobs and health(environment).

Should we look at how people commute?  I’d assume in 
our ‘hood it’s mostly non-car.

also we should look at local retail business viability - 
rents; turnover; coverage of basic neighborhood services 
like drycleaning, giftshops, casual dining restaurants, 
grocery access, drugstore access.  Those things make 
a place livable. Hair Salons and bars are ok but it ain’t a 
neighborhood.

Crime statistics (if the report is going to emphasis 
statistics).  What have been the trends?  Do the statistics 
support neighborhood perceptions?

Alley clean up program.

Also, what is meant by the note beside the Home Value 
pie chart?  Does “”Specified Owner-occupied units”” 
really exclude condominiums?  That must exclude over 
90% of the type of owner occupied housing in Belltown!
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i have to re read it again. and write.  the fact that after 
waiting a long time, for our dream apartment, and 
then less than one year later, our view was gone, with a 
new buiilding that cant even sell out- angered us about 
planning.  there didnt seem to be any. just greed- more 
and more apartments, condos, without the support 
services first.  Its what destroyed calif. and ive watched 
that for 35 years now. 
Developers need to put in parks and green ways, if they 
want to develop condos.  the City needs more police on 
foot, on horse- something. somewhere all the time.  the 
lighting on the streets is inadequate. 
Some of the streets could use some pretty trees.  those 
pines are ridiculous. who plants pines in a downtown 
area?  4th street is very pretty and 2nd and 3rd need to 
look a little more like that. 
The drug dealer, homeless corners are getting old. i hate 
zigzagging around to avoid them.

There are no gaps in an ideal-world implementation 
of the report, but the above comments on 1) zoning 
restrictions, 2) too many social services outlets, and 3) 
emergency vehicle “”noise”” inform where re-emphasis 
may be in order.

not certain, specifically

I live in a condo - owner occupied - with a value greater 
than $400k. According to the data, I’m not here. That, to 
me, is an important gap.

yes because they are some of the biggest issues that 
belltown people face

Provide incentives for middle income housing and 
services. Cleaner streets! Less Parking! More mass transit 
and bike lanes!



Status Check
Transcript of Broadview/Bitter Lake/Haller Lake  
Questionnaire Responses
The Broadview - Bitter Lake - Haller Lake Neighborhood Plan 
was adopted in 1998 and includes the Broadview Hub Urban 
Village. The map shows the neighborhood plan and urban 
village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited
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school
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less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

63 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/broadview/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

broadvieW - bitter lake - haller lake

I like the SEAstreet alternatives; the sidewalk 
improvements along Greenwood are also going to be 
great, once they’re done.

No.  Only resident for 2.5 years.

For the worse. More noise pollution, air pollution, more 
affordable housing converted to unaffordable 4 and 6 
packs, more crime, more traffic, more neglect by City in 
every respect.

Crime seems to have gone up.

The broadview library and Northgat library & community 
center are wonderful improvements.  Drugs, prostitution 
and crime have increased around the Aurora corrador.

none

I have only lived there two and a half years.  Since then, 
the Broadview Library re-opened, and it’s excellent.  I live 
near the Interurban trail (between 110th & 128th) and use 
it often.

The roads are worse around greenwood.  The traffic is 
worse going east to west.  The stoplights need to be 
coordinated.

The development on Lynden is nice with a few new 
businesses.

Many more condomiums and houses being built behind 
house - short plats.  Although there has been population 
growth it still is a very friendly neighborhood with a lot of 
people walking in the evenings.

Noisier, more crowded, more air pollution overall (much 
of it from the increasingly crowded SR-99 and I-5 traffic), 
more litter, more streetwalkers, more low-quality 
housing (4 packs, 6-packs and breadloafs).    None of the 
important goals in our Neighborhood Planhave been 
accomplished.

significant loss of mature trees, increased parking of 
multiple cars on public ROW beyond code reqmts; 
parking of semi trucks in road shoulders along single-
family residences, and increased urban noise related to 
late night parties and/ro car alarms.

Doubled the library size, put in SEA Street and Broadview 
grid.  Added many many more condos and apartments 
on Greenwood Ave N, which added cars parking on the 
single family residential streets because the parking 
spaces for the town house condos and other condo 
buildings were not easy to use for parking.  More high 
turnover businesses such as paycheck payouts have 
appeared at the intersection of Greenwood and Holman 
Road.

Yes, I have seen some positive change as younger 
people like myself and my wife have moved into the 
neighborhood.  We would be much more exited about 
Bitter Lake if there were more mixed use development 
and retail outlets close by to spend our money at.  
Although the LINK light rail will eventually make it’s 
way to Northgate, we would really like to see the light 
rail somewhere close to Aurora Ave or Greenwood Ave.  
There are a lot of condo’s in the north end, and we forsee 
a big demand for easy access to transit downtown other 
than the bus.

library remodel, crime continues to be a problem (car 
thefts/break in’s especially)

Enormous apt buildings have sprung up and parking and 
safety have become more of an issue.  I have also noticed 
more petty crime to autos.

Would love to have more sidewalks, pedestrian and 
cyclist friendly ways to get around.     The Interurban trail 
is great, but it would be extremely useful to many who 
work in downtown Seattle if it actually connected in a 
safe fashion to the Burke-Gilman from the south end 
of the trail at 110th St.     Aurora hasn’t really changed 
much. The area that is currently marked for urban village 
development seems difficult, though I applaud your 
efforts. The big box stores, ever busy 99 and giant parking 
lots don’t seem conducive to that type of development. 
Along Greenwood seems like a quieter and equally central 
location for an urban village.

influx of new small businesses  visible public works 
programs

More pedistrians using streets and Interurban trail.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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I have seen both positive and negative changes in the 
immediate neighborhood around my home in the last 
7 years.  Negative changes include more graffiti, litter 
and crime, such as car prowls and home invasions. The 
closure of Viewlands Elementary school is also currently 
a negative.  Positive changes include the new Broadview 
library.

There has been a small amount of new commercial 
development, and some townhouses.  Compared to much 
of the rest of the city this decade, the area has remained 
relatively untouched by development.  Unfortunately, 
what has been built continues to be very car-oriented 
construction, with huge parking lots and little pedestrian-
scale development.

My husband and I are very impressed with the natural 
drainage system and all the rain gardens. We have one 
in our front curb area and are very pleased with how well 
it works, and would really like to see more of them put 
in the area. We hear horror stories of the drainage here 
years ago, so the rain gardens and natural system are 
excellent additions.

Higher density, more diversity  More traffic and big box 
retail  improved interurban trail

Our road was “repaved” with a thin layer of tar, and some 
gravel.  Apparently a pilot project to test more permeable 
street materials.

New library is lovely addition.  Some improvements to 
sidewalks but there are many places that it does not feel 
safe to walk.

I used to live around Haller Lake then I moved near 
the Bitterlake Reservoir. The number of large, scale 
housing projects has increased which has placed stress 
on parking, shopping, and public spaces.  The number 
of people living in campers has increased which has 
taken up parking, led to dumping, dogs running around, 
generators running all hours of the night, and apparently 
a transient community.  It seems like there has been 
increased publication of community events.  The area is 
becoming more pedestrian and bicycle friendly.

There has been many multi family units built along 
Linden Ave N. but no additional infrastructure developed.  
It is just a matter of time before someone is killed on this 
street.  The area has also become more diverse.

Not much change in the 5 years that I have been here. 
Current upgrades to Greenwood Ave have just started 
this year. Problems with the sewer system in 2007, but 
those have happened before from what I have heard.

It has deteriorated.  Evidence of drug & gang activity 
has increased quite a bit, but we see little evidence of 
addressing this issue.  Graffiti remains for long periods.  
Prostitution has migrated from Aurora westward to the 
surrounding neighborhoods with hookers walking the 
streets to either meet up at a car with a trick or looking 
to flag down a potential customer.  The city’s program of 
limbing trees in a most harsh and unaesthetic manner has 
contributed to a degraded appearance.  While power line 
safety is an understandable need - the 10 foot distance is 
not necessary and makes streets look very unnatural and 
ugly.  The targeted level of growth/density is beginning 
to erode the quality of life (greater traffic congestion, 
few it any improvements to pedestrian travel, etc...).  
So has the lack of ability to zone such that xxx rated 
‘businesses’ don’t overtake places that actually served 
the whole community (e.g. Cyndy’s Pancake House).  
Shoreline has absloutely put the city of Seattle to shame 
in terms of living up to the potential for the Interurban 
trail.  With less money and fewer resources at hand, 
“their” section far outshines the yet to be completed 
segment in our area within the city limits both in terms 
of user friendliness, appearance and completion. On 
a bright note - the afforable housing complex created 
over by Bitter Lake and the new library are wonderful 
and rare exceptions to the quickly eroding quality of this 
area. The lack of adequate sidewalks is still a thorn under 
the saddle for many residents.  The few sidewalks that 
are in the neighborhoods are typically only on one side, 
are old/cracked/in disrepair, etc...  Finally - while there 
are all sort of new allowances to pack houses and apt. 
complexes in as tightly as possible, there still exists no 
real enforcement with any “teeth” to prevent the huge 
number of cars parked on the street in front of private 
residences.  It’s unsightly and unsafe. It is very difficult to 
see the incredible level of upgrades being done to soccer 
and ball fields a s short distance away at Greenlake while 
our own neighborhood continues to languish or gets the 
cheapest, quickest “fixes” to just about anything.

Increase in traffic, increase in construction

Cannot comment
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I live in the  Broadview neighborhood which is known for 
residents who have been here for decades.  We are one of 
many new families with young children who have moved 
into the area.  We hope there will be additional support 
for these families such as sidewalks and frequent bus 
scheduling.

Improved natural water drainage.  Broadview library 
renovation  Increased mutli-unit housing near Bitterlake 
Park  Some apts. changing to condos

Greenwood has become more developed and crowded. 
It seems full of senior and condo housing. 3rd avenue 
has, as a result become more traveled and it is no longer 
easy to cross the street and just “take a walk” around the 
neighborhood. I am concerned that as 3rd becomes more 
traveled, the transportation department will not be able 
to keep up with the wear and tear (there are already dips 
in the road where cars travel. I am concerned that it will 
become so traveled that more traffic signals will have to 
be installed and people will be detracted from living in the 
area in the face of increasing “urban-ness”

street end park on Hallar Lake

Some new sidewalks, no new transportation options, 
more crime and transients in the area.

better travel for pedestrians

Camping on the streets, high density housing w/o 
adaquate parking, high speed vehicle traffic on the 
Linden Av bikeway, anti-social behavior.

Several new apartment complexes have been built.  
Insufficient parking has been provided for the number 
of new residents, most apartments have more cars than 
assigned parking.  Cars, taxi cabs, commercial vehicles 
are parked across sidewalks, on planting strips, in front 
of driveways and fire hydrants.  Often I cannot see up 
or down my street to check for traffic because of the 
vehicles parked and blocking view.  (This is on Linden 
Avenue N between 130th & 143rd)  Additionally, many 
RVs, occupied by drug dealers, prostitutes and other 
less than desireable and non-tax paying people have 
moved into the neighborhood.  Trash, inoperable cars 
& trucks, human waste, needles and condoms litter our 
side streets.  This does not resemble in an manner the 
“boulevard” proposed in the 2020 plan.

Senior Housing built, more retail business added

Dramaticly. Many more people, almost constant high 
speed through traffic on a substandard road, willful 
disregard of parking regulations, some anti social 
behavior.

it seems the same

The new Broadview Branch Library is nice.  The Thornton 
Creek Basin project seems a liitle overcrowded and I have 
concerns about traffice in the area.  Hwy 99 (Aurora) 
has not changed much in the last 4 year that I have 
seen.  As more and more businesses (i.e. car dealership) 
close down, more polic patrol and increase graffiti and 
trash removal might be necessary.  Overall I think the 
neighborhood is safe.  Heavily rely on automobile for 
transportation.

Traffic up and down Linden has increased substationally 
and the improvements to the street at 139th that 
were done by the apartment contractor are greatly 
appreciated.  I have attended planning meetings and I am 
looking forward to when all of Linden has a center line. 
Drainage poblems at 139th seem to have been corrected.

There has been a lot of units (100’s) put up on my street 
and just a little bit of street improvements.  I live on 
Linden between 130th & 145th and I would like to see 
some street and walkway improvements in our plan and 
future.

This neighborhood continues to deteroriate.   Prostitution 
is still happening.  Tagging continues to happen.  It is 
dangerous for people to walk on this street (Linden 
Avenue) due to very limited sidewalks and autos going 
way too fast for the neighborhood.  The continuation 
of adding more apartment buildings with not enough 
parking included has created more cars parking where 
parking is not allowed (including fire lanes and right in 
front of fire hydrants). We also have people living in their 
cars and motorhomes on this street causing an eyesore.  
You have created a bike path for bikers who think they 
own the road and honestly don’t abide by the same laws 
that autos do.   There needs to be more attention placed 
on parking enforcement and getting this street to be safe 
for people to walk.
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More apartments have been built along Linden Ave. N., 
north of 130th St., but nothing has been done to improve 
the increased traffic on Linden Ave. N.  We need streets 
with marked crosswalks esp. for the elderly at Four 
Freedoms House, the street needs to be striped because 
people drive all over the place at times, bicycle lanes need 
to be completed, and sidewalks are sorely needed, not 
just in this area, but the city of Seattle.  This should be 
more important than light rail, the tunnel and viaduct, 
etc.

Much more high density housing has been built.  Linden 
Ave is much more heavily used.  Improvements have been 
made to some sidewalk areas but more needs to be done 
between 130th and 145th for pedestrian traffic.

There has been a huge impact due to increased residents 
in two large housing projects on Linden Avenue.  Traffic 
has increased and is growing at a rapid rate.

Hundreds more people. No complete streets. Heavy nosiy 
traffic on Linden. Tall weeds and undergrowth generally 
looks more like a rural setting.

more residents, both apartment dwellers and sf homes 
and of course townhomes and town houses.  more traffic 
conjeston and less parking availability.  A lot of residential 
turnover especially in multi-family areas as size of units, 
inability to park vehicles other on street, lack of sidewalk 
improvements or even walkways on arterials which 
makes it difficult for access to  transit.  Then of course 
there is lack of transit offered - Metro seems to be more 
focused on “beautification”  rather than “service”  people 
will ride transit if they come often and do not need nor 
want “beautiful” bus shelters but would rather have 
service ie more bus service. priorities at Metro are not for 
speedy service  but for giving customers a nice waiting 
area while the buses are delayed to counter budget 
problems.

It’s become a little denser.  There are more town houses. 
The town houses on 130th are ugly.  The Townhouses on 
Greenwood are not so bad.  But the parking sucks.  Some 
stores have gone out of business recently.  Some new 
stores have been built.  SHAG Built Affordable housing 
for Seniors and Families.  The structures have bad CPTED 
(Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design).  We 
have a new library.  We lost the Ford Dealership on the 
corner of 130th and Aurora.  Staples and some other 
stores have been built up around KMART.  That is good.   
The SHAG buildings have some small businesses. That is 
good.

Additional low income housing on Linden (240 seniors, 
148 family). 495 units of work force housing , 80 occupied. 
All on Linden Avenue North. A very incomplete street. 
New housing units at North 115th and Aurora, market 
rate.  Additional big box development within the Village. 
No streams, no ponds, no green village commons.  Some 
sidewalk development on Linden and Greenwood Avenue 
North.

There has been a lot of new housing built.  Traffic has 
increased.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most pleased about?
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The Broadview Library came without a little park and no underground parking.

Nice library, but seems expensive. Pretty good bus service.

Good bus service.

Nice Northgate Library and Community Center. (Of course these were not part of the 
Plan!)

I am glad that the broadview branch of the Seattle public library has been remodeled 
and that Carkeek park is being fairly well maintained. Broadview has been one of the 
safest neighborhoods and I’d like to see it kept that way

Increased neighborhood diversity; beginning of changes to Greenwood with trees, 
etc.

I am pleased with the new Broadview library and hope it will be catalyst for additional 
community oriented development along Greenwood Avenue.  Carkeek Park continues 
to be asset but needs more support to make it the best it can be.  As an immediate 
neighbor to the Park, I am concerned about the crowds, traffic and “after hours’ 
activities that take place in and around the park.

Love the library.

I can catch any number of buses to get to my workplace in downtown Seattle. I love 
the improvements to Bitterlake Reservoir. I like that events for City services are well 
publicized.

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• great bus service
• Diversity
• The interurban newly 
asphalted trail
• I have not seen that must 
improvement
• I appreciate the decrease 
of prostitue activiry along 
Aurora
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I am disappointed that I can only list the library as the 
only improvement I am pleased about.

I like the new Library.  I am seeing greater diversity in 
my Neighborhood.  This is a good thing.  I would like 
to see more.  I understand and support the need for 
more affordable housing.  But such housing should 
be accompanied by supportive services and shouldbe 
designed to comply with CPTED and Green standards.

I do not find anything to be pleased about creating the 
multi-family  bldgs that are actually “warehouses for 
people!”.  Apts, townhomes  (which have no provisions 
for upkeep since they do not have or are required to have 
“associations”) cause people to become more transient 
as the bldgs age and people become or feel overcrowded.  
People can move!  Buildings cannot!

Very happy with Carkeek Park and its upkeep, our 
libraries are amazing.

I appreciate the new library which was under construction 
when we moved to the neighborhood.  I also use 
the Bitter Lake Park quite a lot with my kids and the 
Interurban trail for running and biking.

Would like more parks and “public-friendly” spaces along 
the southern boundary near 99.

Very nice Northgate Library and Community Center.

I really, really like the Broadview Library.

Newly remodeled library.  The community center is an 
asset.

The paved trail is great although its southerly end needs 
to be formerly connected to a lined bike lane and the 
crossing at 105th is very very dangerous. Dayton has a 
light but there are no paved shoulders to walk or ride on

I am pleased that work on Linden Avenue has at least 
been started

Community volunteerism to improve parks, public safety.

Thank you for the new street-end park where 125th 
intersects Haller Lake.  It’s great.

Relatively affordable housing is found in the Bitter Lake 
neighborhood, and there is a good mix of single family 
homes, condos, and apartments.

Bitter Lake, Interurban Trail, Broadview Library, Metro 
bus 304, bike lanes along Linden Ave North plus the new 
sidewalks on Linden.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• Constant delay on building the Aurora 
Avenue concept and rapid bus transiti
• sidewalks are needed and better parking 
enforcement
• Traffic light for crossing Greenwood at 
117th is very short for use by pedestrians, 
especially elderly and handicapped.
• Aurora Ave is UGLY and not pedestrian 
friendly

• lack of sidewalks and incomplete streets
• Lack of City respnse to neighborhood 
concerns, total brush off!
• Sewer system
• Burglaries--my car has been broken into 
twice in 2 years!
• Homeless & Campers(transient)
• Illegal and inappropriate parking, 
expecially on planting strips, blocking 

crosswalks and driveways.
• lack of road surface repairs -- potholes 
everywhere
• Inadaquate infrastructure:  sidwalks, 
sewer and drainage.
• street improvements
• parking

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
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What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?
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We are the only Neighborhoods without current or planned Sound Transit or RBT by Metro

too many apratment buildings going in

New tenement buildings not providing parking. Just because the tennants are low income doesn’t mean they don’t 
have lots of vehicles. Four Freedoms house has had parking isues for years

There are inadequate sidewalks - I have seen people using wheelchairs having to use the street in order to pass between 
where there are sidewalks and/or to avoid parked vehicles.

Too many condos and apartment buildings have unrealistic parking spaces, so residents there park on the residential 
streets instead.  When will Broadview Grid be expanded to other streets without sidewalks?

Those enormous apt buildings should have never been allowed.  Besides the fact they are ugly, safety and parking have 
become huge issues.

Total disregard of the Neighborhood Planning process.
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too many huge condo complexes being built, in conjunction 
with upcoming likely cuts in public transportation spells 
trouble

It still takes WAY too long to get anywhere (except 
downtown) via public transportation. East-west travel is 
absurdly time consuming.  Prostitution and drug activity on 
Aurora is VERY VISIBLE

There is a fair amount of questionable activity that spills 
over from Aurora into my neighborhood (I live at 127th & 
Dayton).  Also, there is a lot of speeding on local streets 
during rush hour when people use these streets to avoid 
Greenwood or Aurora.  Speed bumps would be a good 
addition.  Although I use the Interurban trail often, I wish it 
was continuous, not broken from 128th to 145th.

The reconstruction of Greenwood Avenue N between N 
105th and N 112th could have been a more innovative 
design that places an emphasis on the pedestrian 
first. I think widening to 5 lanes is a mistake and green 
infrastructure drainage solutions should have been 
included. I voices these concerns at SDOT meetings.   I 
personally feel that crime in my immediate neighborhood 
has increased and the general sense of safety has eroded 
in the last few years.  I am not pleased with the level of 
graffiti, litter and dumping that I see along the perimeter 
of Carkeek Park.   The closing of Viewlands Elementary has 
created a dead zone in the neighborhood that is a magnet 
for illicit activity. The City needs to find a use for this site 
that is community oriented.  I wish there was a way to 
create a business district on Aurora Avenue that felt clean 
and safe. Making sure that the design review board is 
involved in the review of new development to maintain a 
decent aesthetic level.

I wish there was extended express bus service from the 
north edge of the City limits to downtown.  I don’t feel we 
live far enough away to use a park-n-ride.  There should 
be more options than the 28X until 8:00 am, and 6:00 pm.  
How about extending the 5X to farther than 90th Street?

Hate the library’s parking.

In the last few years, a number of large, residential 
housing projects have been built. One of the reasons I like 
living in my neighborhood is because there is a variety of 
single family dwellings, market rate rentals, and housing 
projects. However, the latest projects (across the street 
from Bitterlake park, corner of Linden and 143rd) have 
taxed parking resources at stores and street parking 
blocks away from the housing. Tenants should not be 
charged for parking because now I can barely find a space 
to park in front of my house. Also, there has been an 
increase in campers in the area. That causes noise and 
additional foot traffic.

The “urban village” is the Aurora corridor.  That is not a 
place I would walk to, feel safe on, take my children to or 
myself to after dark. Three words:  drugs, prostitution, 
crime

I hate the SHAG housing, I think it is unsafe.  I hate the 
Town Houses on 130th.  They are Very very ugly.  THe 
Apartments at 143rd have bad CPTED as well.  It does not 
look like they are very family friendly.  If there are families 
there it is important to make sure that they are connected 
to the community center.

There is a small commercial area but most of the stores 
are restaurants and there is no drug store or viable 
general store.

Yes, but it wouldn’t do any good to list them.  No one 
listens to what we say.

Lack of sidewalks in and around Bitterlake area.  The lack 
of parking patrol on Linden Ave. N. There  are a slew of 
people living in RV’s along road. City of Seattle  has little 
interest in what goes on north of 85th AVe N.

see previous comments plus,  less police, streets are not 
safe, new bldgs are only “warehouses” for people, no 
sidewalks on arterials  and housing is allowed to have 
too much density on small lots creating future “slums”.. 
if property is not continuously improved  it then causes 
vacancies and in turn causes that “rundown” look.

Too many boxy ugly, high-density condos are going up 
too close together.  Neighborhood safety is a major issue, 
as we live right next to Viewlands School and have seen 
a lot of illegal activity going on since the school closed 
(vandals, drug deals).
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This is not a very walkable area. Both Greenwood and 
Aurora are major bus routes and neither has reliable 
sidewalks or crosswalks (especially Greenwood).  I would 
like to feel more comfortable walking to the library with 
my kids--it’s really only about 15 blocks away--totally 
walkable, if there were sidewalks.

There are crime concerns near 99. Would like to see 
southern extent of 99 in this area transition from light 
industrial to more public-friendly.

There are very few stores and restaurants that really 
serve the neighborhood, most serve visitors from other 
neighborhoods, and we have to travel elsewhere to meet 
our needs.

Sidewalks on 3rd Ave N.W.

Business district has seemed stagnant on Greenwood.

Broadview is admittedly kind of a dull neighborhood.

The primary bus service, Route 358, is frightening.  Many 
riders are neer-do-wells who refuse to pay (and are 
allowed to do that), drug deals happen on the coaches, 
young people are loud, obscene, rowdy and disrespectful.  
I know several people who have stopped riding this 
route.  I know one person who quit his job rather than 
ride Route 358 it was so scary.  There is no enforcement 
of municipal parking laws.  I feel as if my property value 
will be decreased if these illegal activities are allowed to 
continue unchecked.

105th is falling apart from aurora to greenwood avenues; 
dayton by 117 to 125 is crumbling.  at lest the potholes 
slow vehicles but speed control is needed very badly.  lots 
of walkers (kids, and old folks as where at athletics who 
run) are in harm’s way.

The 358 bus route is one of the most scary bus routes in 
the city.  it is also slow and there are not enough routes 
that run East/West to connect with park and rides.  I am 
very disapointed to see the park and ride by Target @ the 
N gate mall being replaced with a park.  The other park 
and ride it too large and not safe to walk to you car in the 
evening.  We need to maintain the parks we have before 
building new ones.    Drugs, open prostitution and crime 
have increased with slow police time for these type of 
crimes.

Police are rarely seen except when they are shooting 
people.

Linden Avenue is still, ten years later, not a complete 
street.  Sidewalks are not complete and street is not 
paved.  Potholes are everywhere.  Bikers and cars are 
pitted against each other.  In some areas there is only 
enough room for one car.  Please complete Linden 
Avenue and the Interurban Trail.

There has been very little progress in addressing the 
lack of sidewalks.  The number priority in our plan -- the 
Linden Avenue North Project -- has not been done.

I am very dissatisfied by the auto-oriented nature of 
development in the area.  I moved here from Greenwood, 
where I was accustomed to a very pedestrian-scale 
environment, with many small shops, built right up to the 
sidewalk.  In my neighborhood (Haller Lake) even Aurora 
lacks sidewalks in many stretches, businesses are set back 
behind giant parking lots, and the buildings are huge.  I’d 
like to see new construction encouraged to build up to 
the sidewalk, with parking garages and small-to-medium-
size storefronts along the sidewalk.  Please complete the 
sidewalk along Aurora, on at least one side of the street, 
so that it’s not so terrifyingly dangerous to walk along 
it.  I’d love to see Seattle continue what Shoreline did 
with their portion of Aurora, but I’m aware that budget 
constraints make that unrealistic.  (Though I have to say, 
taking Shoreline’s lead on allowing gambling parlors 
could help a lot there...)

The area has grown but the city has not kept up with this 
growth.

Trashy cars and campers parked along Linden Ave N.   Are  
parking garages free for tennants of those HUGE   new  
apartment building if not it should be.

Transportation is very car-centric.  We would like to see 
more local retail, bars and restaurants that are within 
walking distance (we consider all of Bitter Lake and 
Greenwood walking distance).

Too many nail salons and too many huge rental 
complexes.  Need more street lights on Linden Ave North 
between 130 & 145.
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Our plan is mostly a list of infrastructure that we 
need that we don’t have.  Very little has been 
done to address the lack of infrastructure.  In the 
case of sewer and drainage, the system continues 
to deteriorate and storm related sewage backups 
into homes has increased.

Our Plan was written and approved by the 
Seattle City Council in 1999.

None of the recommendations have been met.

I really don’t have an opinion, except  In terms of 
Public safety, I would like to see a greater focus 
on Crime Prevention THrough Environmental 
Design (CPTED).  I would be good if every project 
had a CPTED report prior to implementation.

roads are not repaired, sidewalk or walkways not 
installed,  lot density is too high and no provisions 
are required for future maintenance.  Transit use 
is used but transit is not “”safe”” ie inside the bus 
and not fast enough for people to park their cars 
and then if they want to park their car, there is no 
place to do it! New residents have small narrow 
driveways and street parking is difficult to find 
near a bus route.

Whatever the Plan vision is for Linden Avenue, it 
is taking forever to accomplish and will probably 
be overbudget and not on time.

I dont know all the specifics, but I feel like this 
urban village has been neglected.

Need improvement on transportaion.  Only one 
bus #358. Aurora is NOT predestrian friendly.  
Need to improve the frequency of street cleaning 
service.

People have to live somewhere but sufficient 
parking must be provided. You are not going to 
force them out ot their cars unless you restrict 
the tennent from even owning a car.

High priority is creating an urban village--businesses are closing 
down on Aurora (of course these are car dealerships and that’s 
not really what I need but what is improving?)  I have not seen 
an improvement in the availability of transit from the northwest 
corner of Seattle to the U-District (moving people south and east)

Neighborhood plan is not well distributed to residents.

Some areas are being addressed very well and others not enough.

A look at the aerial photo demonstrates the lack of trees and 
other remediation to concrete-covered area. There is very little 
natural space. I do not see any improvements in public safety. 
What is planned for Urban village improvements? Still way too 
many big-box and not any pedestrian friendly shopping.

We need more sidewalks (preferably on 3rd Ave NW), more police 
patrols and Viewlands needs to be reopened and used.

The interurban is an example.  The cheapest and least 
aesthetically appealing approach was adopted.  Why the section 
by Bitter Lake was left incomplete when work on that road was 
being done anyway is beyond my understanding.  Cross the street 
to where it resumes in Shoreline and it’s simply beautiful.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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How well are your Neighborhood Plan vision and 
key strategies being achieved?
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The “”plan”” seemed to be a recap of things that have 
been done, instead of anything that will be done in the 
future. Are the items in the left column the plan?  They 
seem very general.  I’d prefer to see a specific list of the 
projects that are planned for the neighborhood, even if 
they are “”wishlist”” items that haven’t been funded yet.  
Without specifics it’s difficult to gauge progress.

Also, I didn’t see anything in that plan that effected 
anything east of Aurora.  That concerns me.

Based on the original Neighborhood Plan, the key 
drainage strategies have been addressed via targeted 
pilot projects, but I have’t seen them implemented 
in other projects - for example the Greenwood Ave N 
reconstruction project.

I’m not sure how the goal of creating an urban village 
was to be implemented, but I don’t feel like it has been 
happening successfully.  Some transportation goals have 
been achieved - like the bus lanes on Aurora, but I still 
think pedestrian improvements needs to be emphasized.  
Public safety needs additional improvement.

Developers seem to be the only priority.  I would have 
never moved here if I had known that.

We need to decrease the red light impact of prostitutes 
and drug trafficing that is coming from Aurora to the side 
street neighborhoods

I’m relatively new, and don’t have a good understanding 
of what the status quo was 5 years ago so I can’t gauge 
the improvements that have been made against goal.

The Broadview Community Council is active and makes 
a remarkable effort to reach community members and 
present current policies and future projects to the public.

No key objectives have been realized, not a single one!
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We don’t need a new plan, we need the one we have 
to be implemented.

We have a good Plan. It needs to be implemented on 
the same lines of equitable expenditure of dollars as 
for any and all Seattle Neighborhoods.

I don’t have an opinion.

drainage has not been addressed as it should have 
been

Major increases in the number of homes (apartments, 
rental units) has changed the tone of the area.  This 
kind of overcrowding leads to disrespect of laws, 
neighbors, signs and there is apparently no relief and 
no law enforcement.

There is still work to be done to realize all 5 of the 
goals.

They weren’t my vision and strategies.  It was a 
collective opinion that was further modified by the 
city.

Open space and natural drainage, transportation, and public safety continue to be top priorities. Building community 
and strengthening neighborhood identity should become a priority.  This may need to be emphasized through 
redevelopment opportunities within the urban village and through other initiatives.  Less emphasis on the vehicular 
realm and more emphasis on pedestrian amenities. Reveloping the Viewlands Elementary School parcel should be a 
priority (unless the SD decides to reopen a school there).

I would especially like to see business development as a priority in the area.  Especially along greenwood, so that we 
have more options to walk to such as coffee, grocery stores, bars, etc.

I think public safety (i.e. needed sidewalks and decrease of criminal activity from aurora) along with more protection 
of trees should be a higher priority.

Need to have Broadview Grid expanded to streets without sidewalks.

My major priority is installation of sidewalks all along 3rd Avenue NW so this is a walkable and safe area.

Safety and transportation should move up in the priority list.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?
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What has or has not been done in the current plan.

Openess. Candor and transparency.

We need to see where the dollars have gone.

We need easy access to the matrixes of ALL 
neighborhoods. Which have done well. How many dollars 
spent.

We assumed equity and fairness in expenditures. Show us 
the money. Do not use commentary and words. Show us 
the public money and private matching money spent and 
planned to be spent Neighborhood by Neighborhood.

I would like to see more services available to low income 
residents.  I think we lost the family center; that is not 
good.  Now that we have more low income housing in the 
area it is important that we have services for the residents 
(Families and youth).  Social services should always 
accompany low income housing.  I believe in supportive 
housing when ever possible.  I like new businesses.  I 
support small business.  More focus on CPTED.  Whatever 
is placed in the community is attractive and fits in the 
community.

development patterns and housing designs

speeding up actually bus service not beautification while 
you wait and wait and wait!

ability to park the car safely at home or on street so you 
can jump on the bus.

Completion of streets and sidewalks especially on Linden 
Avenue North

Making this area safer for the residents.

transportation and safety.

transportation and pedestrian/bicycle saftey.

safety.  aurora is scary - the both drivers and the ‘scene’

Safety

Police presence, parking enforcement, drug enforcement, 
prostitution.  It would be good if owners of apartment 
complexes would be held accountable for tenant 
behavior, policing how many vehicles are showing up 
with each unit.  I suspect that many times a person 
or couple rents a unit and then moves in other family 
members or friends to help defray expenses.  Thus, way 
too many people are living in space designed for one 
or two and way too many cars come along with those 
people.  Perhaps the area needs permitted parking.  
Definitely it needs more “”no parking”” zones and those 
need enforcement.

Parking.

getting that  P patch going

Keeping the crime that was focused near aurora out of 
neighborhoods.

multiple and safe places for people to congregate--parks 
and businesses--that are accessible and enjoyable for 
pedestrians and bicyclists.

sidewalks, sidewalks, sidewalks

Improved pedestrian safety, police patrols

Fixing Linden Ave N between 130th and 145th

There should be a focus on what to do about additional 
residents without corresponding parking and other 
amenities.

Walkability. Pedestrian and bike safety, especially with 
the boom in apartment construction along Linden 
between 130th and 143rd.  Also, although it does not 
impact our house, I know that many homes have seriously 
issues with flooding during the winter rains.   Finally, I 
think there are some continuing issues with prostitution 
which I mainly note in terms of used condoms and so 
forth at dark street ends etc. while I am out running or 
biking.

Preventing crime, such as burglaries.

Creating an urban center that is pedestrian friendly

The overwhelming amount of condos going in that no 
one is buying or living in. 

Get rid of all the seedy strip joints on Aurora.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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No jail.

QUALITY of life. Crime prevention.

Pedestrian safety and walkability.

Encouraging neighborhood businesses through 
redevelopment; focus on quality design in new 
development; focus on pedestrian amenities; focus on 
strengthening neighborhood identity.  This neighborhood 
isn’t only about the commercial cores on Aurora and 
Greenwood - focus on residential quality of life as well. 
How about sidewalks?

More focus on sidewalks, and safety

Urban village development, transportation

Cleaning up the streets and providing sidewalks for 
pedestrians.  No more apt buildings.

Home ownership; improving old store fronts along Aurora 
at 137th, i.e., KMart, RiteAid, etc.

on changing the city code to prevent houses from being 
built too close to each other.  Save space to improve the 
quality of the lot and hence the neighborhood quality 
while keeping risks from lack of access for first responders 
(i.e. fires between houses and for police to respond to 
burglaries

Over half the population of this area is under 54.  This 
demographic requires more focus on local retail, bars, 
and restaurants.  We should take a page out of the 
Phinney Ridge playbook and turn Greenwood Ave from 
105th to 145th into what Phinney Ave looks like from 50th 
to 80th.  Continue to expand the Interurban trail.

Parking -- get cars off the streets; add porous pavement 
sidewalks to the many many blocks where there are no 
sidewalks.  Expand the bike path to meet Shoreline’s 
interurban path.  A great opportunity was missed when 
all the low-income housing was added on Linden north 
of 135th Street.  Just painting a bike on the road doesn’t 
cut it, especially when suddenly the bike row disappears 
-- where is the cyclist supposed to go????

What does the city plan for this area.

Sidewalks! Retail (Urban Village). Transporation

There should be more focus on bike/pedestrian safety.  
The Police should patrol the area

basic services and safety

Drug, crime and prosititution reporting & response along 
Aurora Ave.  Improve bus service along Aurora and going 
East/West across I-5.

Crime, traffic

Citizen input.

Transportation, education (Broadview-Thompson School 
looks very run-down, and Viewlands closed) 
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broadvieW - bitter lake - haller lake broadvieW - bitter lake - haller lake

Demographics

Words. Show a genuine progress report for the City. Less 
privacy. Transparency is the key to trust.

I am glad Costco didn’t move into our neighborhood.  
I think that where they wanted to put it would have 
devastated the Haller lake Neighborhood.   I am open to 
a lot of ideas in principle, but whatever is placed in the 
community should fit in the community.

bicycles and more on ability to walk around we do not

need wide sidewalks, just a 8’ or 6’ one or at least some

sort of walkway.

housing affordability

High density housing w/o parking.

Highly landscaped new streets that only span a block at a 
time.

n/a

Everything else until Linden is fixed.

Housing affordability

Density. Tree trimming.

Prostitution patrols.  I could care less what adults do.  
Spend the money elsewhere.

Vehicular through traffic; big box retailers

more development - we’ve reached our max.

I think the road widening along greenwood from 105 to 
110 is working in the wrong direction.  Make greenwood 
ave into a blvd with a tree lined center median.  If 
shoreline can do it, why can’t seattle?

Building new parks (until we can afford to maintain them)

City input.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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broadvieW - bitter lake - haller lake

A status report is a comparison over time.  To be meaningful data for 
1990, 2000 and the most recent data need to be displayed.  Also, the 
data presented is only for the Bitter Lake Hub Urban Village, it does 
not portray the rest of the planning area.  To be meaningful it needs to 
portray the whole planning area.

Our draft is limited to the Bitter Lake Hub Urban Village. Even the 
Neighborhood map outline is wrong.

The report does not match our matrix and specific requests.

Lack of focus on Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design.

actually I am not clear about the question

Transportation.

Fix Linden Ave N.

There is no feeling of an “”urban village.”” I know that exists in other 
neighborhoods, but not mine.

Specific plans.  This “”plan”” is terribly vague.

The future of the Viewlands Elementary School site; improvements to 
safety and amenities at and around Carkeek Park; sidewalks.

Sidewalks for all of Linden between 130th - 14th.

I never see anything that addresses the encouragement of “”pride in 
ownership”” values of picking up trash, yard maintenance and general 
“”taking-care”” efforts.  Let’s keep the View in Broadview by being good 
to our yard and natural spaces.

Add my previous comments.

They are all top-down.

Education 

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?



Status Check
Transcript of Capitol Hill Questionnaire Responses

The Capitol Hill Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999. 
Capitol Hill is an Urban Center Village; the map shows the plan 
and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

140
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40
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60

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

273 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/caphill/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp


Capitol hill  aerial map
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Capitol hill

More townhouses, tearing down of old homes for density, 
less crime

Yes: new development; changing businesses; Cal 
Anderson Park has become a major gathering/social/play/
relaxation space for all types of people, residents used to 
trek over to Volunteer Park.

Broadway’s retail has declined substantially and 
businesses have struggled and closed.  There have been 
many hundreds of housing units built, mostly rental 
housing.  Cal Anderson Park was built.  There are many 
more bars and nightclubs on Olive Way.  There is a lot 
more grafitti and vandalism, and bill/sign postings on 
utility poles have run amok.  The neighborhood generally 
looks dirtier.

no

Housing prices increased greatly.  Broadway has 
declined greatly.  Pike/Pine has gotten hip.  15th ave e. 
business district has declined.  Light rail construction 
has demolished two entire blocks.  More crime (or so it 
seems.)

The number one change that had affected Capitol Hill in 
the last 6 years has been new development, particularly 
mixed use development that contains a retail component.  
What’s changed the most in Capitol Hill is the types 
of businesses that locate here.  There is increasingly 
larger and/or more expensive retail spaces available, 
bringing chain businesses and up-scale establishments 
in tow.  The new development has yes, brought energy 
and movement to the neighborhood, but has also 
contributed to a growing generic and gentrified feel to 
the neighborhood.

parking has become more difficult.  I like the traffic 
circles.  I would like to see greater connection to the 
emerging arts on Pike/Pine.

Increased density & quality of like in the neighborhood.  
Increased quality open space with Cal Anderson Park.  
Greater variety of restaurants and cafes.  Elimination of 
parking lots has been a good thing.of parking lots is a 
good thing.

Our Neighborhood has changed completely.  Most for the 
good.

It is very clear that the character of the Capitol Hill 
neighborhood is changing. This change is focused on the 
major corridors. Massive retail/residential projects along 
the Broadway corridor and the Pike and Pine corridors 
will attract a very different neighbors that have more 
money, are less diverse, more self-centered, and less 
eclectic.  Just look at the cookie-cutter blasé architecture 
of every one of the large retail/residential projects.  Big 
blocks of metal, stone and glass suited for a factory or 
an institution rather than a home or boutique. I suppose 
eventually these corridors will feel like the arid canyons 
of Western and 1st Avenue between Battery and Broad; 
stark empty sidewalks, little sunshine, meager exhibitions 
of nature in the form of sad little trees.    We’re turning 
Broadway and Pike & Pine into midget downtown cores 
(yes, I know that was the plan) but in doing so the blight 
of that aesthetically, culturally, environmentally, and 
spiritually sanitized concrete wasteland will prevail.  It will 
be a less humane place.  There will be less community.    
Using the logic that has guided the planning for these 
corridors, the next step should be to level the Pike 
Place Market and build a nice sparkling “mixed-use” 
development.  Oh, wait.  Maybe there’s something 
about the Market that is good, desirable, enjoyable? 
Perhaps the market reflects a vision that does not so 
viciously banish nature, the senses, the spirit.  There we 
smell, touch, feel, see, the fruits of the soil, the sea, the 
pasture, the barn, the workshop.  We mingle with the 
farmer, the rancher, the gardener, the artisan. We are 
closer to human in that place.    And to give perspective 
to what I’ve said.   I am an I.T. executive, not a luddite or 
retrograde discontent.    Change the planning philosophy. 
Don’t put residential density on top of the business core.  
Keep the business areas simple, attractive, sunlit, inviting, 
close to the earth.

There have been many improvements, including Cal 
Anderson Park, the new branch library and the upcoming 
light rail station, however the one change that I am not 
happy about is the raising of the height restrictions on 
Broadway, resulting in more tall, sterile condo projects.

Cal Anderson Park re-opened after its renovation, 
additional housing and businesses have been built on 
Broadway, the revitalization of Pike/Pine has begun (with 
additional housing and businesses, too).

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?



Capitol hill Capitol hill

131

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Broadway, where i have worked on and off for the past 
10 years, has degraded to the point of embarrassment 
to the community.  My store is located on Broadway by 
Harrison and is surrounded by drug addicts, drunks, and 
threatening street kids with unleashed dogs.  The police 
have done nothing to make us feel safe.

The Sound Transit Station is now under construction 
with a completion date in 2016. The Broadway business 
district is undergoing a revitalization with new zoning 
which allows for more height and density of housing. 
There has been new infill housing build in the area which 
has increased the population. The retail core is still in 
need of additional stimulation with streetcar access along 
Broadway.

Deterioration of Broadway Avenue (although recent 
and current development may cause improvement)  
Construction of an ill-advised Walgreens on 15th Avenue 
East in place of City People’s Mercantile (project was 
slated to be mixed use housing?)  A great resurgence of 
the Pike/Pine Corridor

Yes.  The renovation of Cal Anderson Park and the 
acquisition of new park/garden spaces has increased 
breathing space and recreational space significantly.  
Redevelopment of older buildings has been underway, 
sometimes well sometimes not.  Small franchise 
businesses along Broadway have proliferated since new 
retail space is much too expensive for incubator small 
local businesses.  Lowell School has managed not to be 
closed, and will serve some portion of neighborhood 
need starting in 2009 but we lost T. T. Minor School and 
Meany Jr. High -- all of which means that we now have so 
few public school resources that parents must use private 
schools.  CHIP continues fine service, but they can’t to 
it all.  Townhouse design has disintegrated into four-
packs or other poorly designed and poorly constructed 
buildings -- the future Capitol Hill slums.  Sound Transit 
has taken over entirely too much space for the tunnel 
and staging and left a gaping hole with no real plans for 
replacement.  It’s a mixed result.

I have seen a gentrification of large sections of Capitol 
Hill.  Not all this change and growth has been positive, 
many lovely and architectually interesting buildings 
have been destroyed in the name of progress and 
improvement.  Also, the cost to live in Capitol Hill has 
escalated tremendously--not only rents, but the cost of 
goods and food have increased significantly.

Older buildings with character have been replaced by 
newer condo buildings.

The pedestrian attractiveness of Broadway has declined 
rapidly due to construction and street people, and 
15th Ave and the Pike/Pine Corridor have become my 
preferred parts of the neighborhood. The road quality of 
17th has become even worse. Bicycle sharrows are nice 
but feel like a weak attempt to improve access for cycling.

It’s improved in some ways -- open space improvements 
for example -- but has suffered in others. There is still not 
much cohesiveness or consistency of participation in the 
community. The business community has traditionally 
been concerned with its own interests to the exclusion of 
broader, more integrated, neighborhood concerns.

It is much nicer than it was.  Cleaner and happier.

Yes

Many new mutiple family homes and multi-use buildings 
have appeared. Cal Anderson Park has become a vibrant 
part of the neighborhood. Broadway seems much less of 
a destination for me, but hopefully this is a mid-life crisis. 
I think that the QFC destroyed the Broadway Market, but 
I don’t know if that can ever be rectified!(I still miss the 
Fred Meyer). Sorry about this editorial comment.

Affordable (less than 80% mean) rentals have declined, 
pushing out a large portion of the population.  The 
Broadway business district has declined, and the 15th 
ave corridor has gentrified.    There seem to be fewer 
office-job opportunities and the focus on service-level 
(retail) businesses and condos without the additional 
layer of business limits the future opportunities in the 
neighborhood.  Particularly with the light rail station, 
having the Cap Hill area be a focus for small businesses 
would help the economic growth of the area.    Overall, a 
better balance of socio-economic classes within the hill 
rather than the ghettoization of certain neighborhoods 
and the ousting of the middle class on rent-affordability 
would benefit us all.

Sound Transit development wiped out nearly two blocks 
of vital businesses and homes with no coordination for 
infrastructure with local community, nonprofits and 
businesses. They held meetings, but did not listen. 
Independent retailers lost to ugly chain stores that do not 
fit or serve the neighborhood well.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Capitol hill

Rental and housing prices have doubled. Basic services 
have declined such as access to housewares, underwear, 
furnishings. There has been both an increase in the 
number of convenience and fast food stores, as well 
as a more recent increase in the number of boutique 
restaurants (more outside of the business core).    
Transportation access hasn’t really improved, though the 
addition of bike racks on the Metro buses does increase 
cycling opportunities for residents. The elimination of the 
44 bus route to Ballard has reduced neighborhood access 
to several north end communities. There have been 
limited pedestrian improvements and the pedestrian 
experience while commuting by foot to downtown 
hasn’t improved and more recently has been impacted 
negatively by construction projects on the Olive, Stewart 
and Pike/Pine corridors to downtown.    There has been 
no net gain as of yet of new open space for public use 
- with exception of the reservoir lidding (a huge gain 
for the community-at-large). The Cal Anderson Park 
Shelterhouse is one of the few public meeting spaces 
available for public meetings, yet it is hard to book, access 
is limited and the fees are high for neighborhood groups. 
The public library was rebuilt with barely a net gain in 
square footage, and only with extreme public pressure 
from the community to add on the mezzanine level with 
a now heavily-used public meeting space.     There has 
been a net loss of lower-income housing units across the 
neighborhood, as single-family homes used for group 
residences have been redeveloped into condos. There is 
an on-going deficit of appropriate and affordable rentals 
for families of multi-bedroom apartments.    Anticipated 
redevelopment of the south anchor of Broadway has 
been slow coming due to delays in the start of the Sound 
Transit project. The recent development boom did 
result in significant redevelopment of the north anchor 
however, leading to a net loss in the interim of a pleasant, 
user-friendly experience of the Broadway business 
district. Exorbitant rents, irrational handling of storefront 
leasing by landlords (including absentee landlords and 
property management groups) has made it difficult to 
attract, retain or develop a business core that effectively 
services the needs and interests of the population. Also, 
the loss of the Cornish campus on Capitol Hill has also 
decreased the amount of mid-day business for Broadway. 
In contrast, neighborhoods such as Fremont with their 
large corporate anchor tenants (Adobe, Getty Images, 
etc.) have seen a retail boom. Capitol Hill is largely a 
bedroom community with few opportunities for office 
workers and professionals to situate and support the 
economy during regular business hours.    The recent 
economic boom has also created a difficult situation for 
arts and cultural organizations and businesses in the area, 

with landlords clamboring for obscene rents and selling 
out for redevelopment. This is a significant threat to the 
ongoing culture of Capitol Hill.

Love all the improvements on Broadway with Cal 
Anderson Park, new development on North Broadway, 
and now the work to get the Light Rail Station built.

Some areas have been upgraded, old business torn down, 
new ones in.

Very little. I see some more businesses and lots of families 
in my area.

Cal Anderson park is my favorite “new” development on 
Capitol Hill. I am also glad to have a plan for a light rail 
station here.     A close second favorite new development 
is the revamped library!!    New construction in the north 
end of Broadway has been great.     We need to do more 
to improve the energy in the retail businesses throughout 
the Broadway strip.

It has more generally gentrified.  It used to be more 
mixed income with a stronger gay population.  That 
has definitely changed.  Less low income housing.  But, 
Broadway also seems less kept up and a bit more shabby.  
Growth seems to have happened on 15th, 12th, Pike/Pine, 
etc.  But, hasn’t happened as much in core Broadway.

I’ve only lived here a few years so it’s hard to say.  I do love 
Cal Anderson Park and enjoy community events there.

There seems to be a revival in some of the businesses, 
and better restaurants.  There also seems to be a steady, 
or increased amount of crime, and some of the newer 
nightclubs bring in a lot of people on the weekends that 
are not from the area.

Housing prices have increased, teen homelssness has 
decreased, broadway has less business, dog park was 
taken away.

more urban, less safe

It feels more vibrant. More retail space throughout the 
area. Pike Pine area has seen some great development. 
The neighborhood farmers market is a huge addition to 
the area. It generally feels like more and more people 
are out on the streets participating in the life of this 
neighborhood.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Some very large condo developments have been built, 
and Cornish moved out of St. Mark’s.

There are a lot more condo and apartment buildings 
in place, and with them a lot of cheap construction 
that makes me fear for the long term quality of the 
neighborhood. There’s a growing disparity between 
SFDs and the large new buildings in terms of scale and 
experience. Small businesses have been displaced by 
redevelopment that often includes street level retail 
space that is more expensive and larger than what existed 
previously. New development has brought more people 
and energy to the neighborhood, but also, it seems, 
more cars. The streetscapes need to be revised to better 
accommodate pedestrians, encourage walking and 
create some level of parity for bikes and peds (with cars). 
We need transit. The proposed alternate Broadway/12th 
Ave streetcar loop could go a long ways toward guiding 
dense development that  builds on, reinforces and better 
connects the very vital existing commercial districts in the 
neighborhood, not to mention improving access to the 
CD and First Hill.

More condos, townhomes.  both of which have been a 
mix of boring, seen it all over the puget sound “cookie 
cutter” looking.  But also some new ideas in both 
business, condos, townhomes in addition enjoying seeing 
the new buidlings that are keeping the original exterior. 
An always big nightlife area, has been getting better 
with more restuarants and bars, all of which have great 
qualities.

Namely, my dance studio has had to move locations 
because of increases in rent (Velocity at OddFellows hall), 
and a series of stores were demolished to make room for 
the Light Rail station.

Significant development! The best Is the presence of 
many more restaurants -- most locally owned-- in the 
pike/pine area east of broadway. The area has become 
a thriving walkable neighborhood. The worst is the loss 
of some great subculture to be replaced by new condo 
owners from out of the area. Many artists ansd sceners 
-- people who add significantly to community diversity -- 
have been pushed out.

- development of vacant buildings/empty lots (i feel this 
is a positive for the neighborhood)   - single family homes 
torn down to build townhomes (these are mainly poorly 
designed and i feel they detract from the neighborhood 
- i don’t mind the redevelopment, but would like to see 
something that is designed better)   - several buildings 
(both in mixed use/commercial and residential areas) 
have been torn down and left as empty lots - this is a 
major bummer for the neighborhood.   - construction 
began on the light rail station (the light rail is  positive but 
it is a shame that construction has to be spread over such 
a long time period)

Gentrification has incresed, rent has increased, cost 
of living (ie. utilities, food, entertainment, etc) has 
increased.     However, the number of crack addicts seem 
to have decreased somewhat. They’ve probably just 
moved closer to the drug dealers on 23rd & Union or 3rd & 
Pine. Can’t beat convience.

More businesses, higher cost, more recreational areas.

The biggest change I’ve noticed is the dramatic 
increase in market-rate condos and apartments that 
are being built, especially along the Broadway and Pike/
Pine corridors, and a small amount along 15th.  The 
neighborhood has seen a lot of new construction lately, 
especially with the new link station.

Cool old Victorian houses torn down. Giant, expensive 
ugly condos and apartment buildings looming 
everywhere.  Lots of new upscale restaurants.

Seems as if much of the old style buildings (ie old facades 
and small buildings butting up to each other) have been 
replace by monolith block sized buildings

staggering loss of character due to condo building. (this 
is even commented on by friends that come to visit from 
NY and SF) raising height limits was a huge mistake 
especially on broadway, because EVERYTHING was torn 
down within a year or so.

many areas have been ramped up and redeveloped...eg 
lower end of Broadway, it also feels safer now to be in 
Capitol Hill at night

more condos, less local businesses

Everything has become more expensive: increased rents, 
buidling of expensive condos, increased volume of high 
end restaurants and shops.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Capitol hill

I lived in Capitol Hill from August of 2007 to May of 2009. 
I noticed a spike in rent prices right after I moved there 
in late 2007, but then after the economic downturn, 
noticed many vacant units all over. Although prices 
started dropping, the rent was still too high for me to 
continue living there. I moved to Belltown in May of 
2009. My apartment here is much bigger, more well 
kept, and cheaper than the one I lived in in (or any I 
saw) in Capitol Hill. One issue dealing with high rents 
means that I believe a lot of the original artists in the 
community were forced out. The change in demographic 
is apparent even in the short time I lived there. I noticed 
many more “freaks” or artistic folks with their own style 
when i first moved to the neighborhood. Now, it seems 
many hipsters or scenesters have moved in and provide 
little in the way of creativity. Actually, I feel that littering, 
petty theft, and drunk driving has increased in the area 
specifically because of this particular subculture.   I 
noticed a large homeless population in Capitol Hill 
when I first moved, but the problem has only seemed 
to get worse. Many times I saw hypodermic needles 
and malt liquor bottles on the streets and sidewalks 
in my neighborhood. It’s my belief that many of the 
newer homeless in the neighborhood are mentally ill or 
addicted to drugs or alcohol. Aggressive pan-handling 
and suspicious behavior of the influx of homeless was 
one of the reasons I left the neighborhood.   Some of 
the positive changes that I’ve noticed were the arrival of 
many new businesses into the area. I especially like the 
new direction taken on the north end of Broadway and on 
12th between Pike and Pine. I’m excited to see a few new 
bars and nightclubs popping up around north Pike and 
Madison. These additions have great potential to expand 
the nightlife scene in the area.   I’ve also noticed better 
traffic flow in the neighborhood since I first moved there. 
It seems that traffic lights and street signs have been 
placed correctly and are working to direct traffic more 
efficiently.

Well I’ve only lived here for 1.5 years, but it seems there 
are a lot of condos being constructed.

The major thing for me is the construction for the light 
rail. It’s a needed element for the community.  At the 
same time like any long range project it’s an annoyance. 
It will be great in 5 years but at the moment it’s a huge 
empty lot in the middle of the central area of capitol 
hill. I’m excited to see all of the the businesses that have 
opened up in the past year and frequent molly moons on 
a weekly basis.

It hasn’t changed much in the year I’ve been here.

Not sure.

more development, less economic diversity

Quite a bit of new residential and mixed use 
development, subtle changes in the character of the 
neighborhood

Since I have been visiting the area Broadway has gotten 
cleaner, which is good and bad. It seems safer, but it 
also is less alive and less open to people who don’t have 
as much money. There are many new condos, more 
expensive shops. Cal Anderson is wonderful and the 
police do a very good job of allowing it to be a sort of 
backyard for everyone who lives around there, with the 
freedom that includes, while also making sure it is well 
treated and remains safe.

Introduction of Cal Anderson park has been fantastic! 
I use the space almost every day.     Unfortunately, we 
seem to be losing a lot of the old commercial buildings to 
poorly designed condos. I’m in favor of more housing, but 
the architectural flavor hasn’t been very well preserved.

It’s become much more crowded with noisy nightclubs 
and club goers.

I have noticed more and more construction in my 
neighborhood since moving here.  The addition of Light 
Rail is obviously going to make an impact, and already 
has created a different atmosphere up on Broadway 
and around the construction area.  I have also noticed 
the presence of the Broadway Farmer’s Market since 
becoming a Capitol Hill resident & business owner, and I 
appreciate it’s existence quite a bit.  In fact, I wish that it 
was year-round like the U-District Farmer’s Market!

Increased density, increased income, decreased bars/
entertainments, improved safety

Capitol Hill is so seasonal and summer is so enjoyable so 
it’s hard to complain right now. I think the light rail station 
is going to be amazing and bridge the gap between the 
North and South ends of Broadway. The development 
across from Seattle Central will probably help, too. 
The Hill is definitely one of the more diverse Seattle 
neighborhoods but the condos going up and the closing 
down of smaller businesses is a bit discouraging. It also 
feels cleaner and safer, but that could be due to the fact it 
is summer.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

A lot of small businesses have been replaced by large 
semi high rise apartments and condos.  I like it and dislike 
it but if the planning had been better it might not have 
impacted businesses locally.  The infux of more people is 
good for business for sure.  One thing that gets me a little 
upset though is when the people move in knowing that 
this is an area that has restaurants and bars and people 
that are in the streets until early in the morning and they 
complain about the noise.  Move out to the burbs if you 
want that.

Condos are going up everywhere. Housing is less 
affordable. Constant construction. Broadway seems 
livelier than it did when I moved there in 2002. The Pike/
Pine corridor (aside from the 500 block of Pine) has really 
blossomed.

My direct neighborhood (15th Ave. E., north of Aloha) has 
not changed significantly. Overall, most of the impact to 
CH has been to Cal Anderson area and Pike/Pine corridor. 
Broadway has mostly declined over the last 10 years, 
though with period of uplift.

More apartments built with little regard for fitting-in to 
the neighborhood architecturally.

Increased density. More difficult to find parking space 
(I live on 16th Ave near Madison Market and Trader 
Joe’s), but no longer own a car, and never had a reserved 
parking space. The development has been a mixed bag-
-some developers have built on the cheap, using shoddy 
materials and not taking into account the historical and 
architectural texture of the street/neighborhood. Thanks 
to Liz Dunne and other like-minded developers, the 12th 
Ave district and nearby blocks (Cupcake Royale Building, 
the Aveda salon building) have emerged as a model. Less 
so where developers have done in-fill buildings and built 
too close to the street, wedging townhomes/condos 
in between older homes and apartment buildings. The 
effect feels “plopped down,” and not integrated with 
surroundings. The Trader Joe’s building and the current 
extension behind it represents this level of poor design 
and intergration. Also the Hearing, Speech, and Deafness 
Building on Madison and 17th. We need better design 
requirements and stricter regulations like Portland, that 
do not permit building right up to the sidewalk, so that 
pedestrian’s experience a wall extending down the block, 
rather than welcoming open spaces.

Too new to area to comment

The bus service is unreliable--especially on the 49 route.  
Broadway is simply lackluster and seems unable to 
maintain a consistent, cohesive look or feel.

I have seen older homes and business torn down to build 
cheaper looking and blander multi-unit townhouses and 
apt/condos.  I have seen a loss of neighborhood character 
and charm in favor of boring non-descript looking 
buildings.  I have seen the decline of the Broadway 
business district, but have been encouraged by the 
rejuvination of the Pike-Pine area.  I am concerned that 
we won’t know where to stop in that area and eventually 
it will just become like any part of any other town.

Broadway has gentrified and cleaned up.  Houses have 
been torn down for condos and light rail.  Cal Anderson 
became a park.  Businesses have been torn down for 
condos and light rail.  More hipsters have moved in.

More density, better urban planning, gentrification, 
better parks.  Less affordable housing.

Dense but inappropriate new housing, poor focus on 
parking, homogenization of stores and businesses.

Many of the changes listed were already in place when 
I moved to Capitol Hill. The major changes have been 
the demolition for the light rail station and the new 
construction of some rather unsightly condo buildings on 
Broadway.

More condos and townhomes have been built.  There has 
been light rail construction.  Some nearby establishments 
have been torn down.

my neighborhood has gentrified and new restaurants 
coffeehouses & bars are opening up - this makes me 
happier - also happy to see more working people in the 
neighborhood

It is great to see the focus of urban villages as more 
people have moved into the neighborhood and 
development (residential and business) has occurred. 
There are many wonderful benefits, but I feel we are 
currently going through some growing pains as the 
neighborhood has become more densely populated. I feel 
fairly safe in my neighborhood, but not as safe as I use to 
feel with the rise of population. I have heard many stories 
of assaults and altercations occurring. I also notice more 
graffiti and littler throughout the neighborhood as well.
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Smaller places have been demolished (notably the Cha-
Cha/Bus Stop/Kincora Pub block) and replaced with larger 
commercial/residential combination structures (condos) 
or, as in the case above, an empty parking lot.  But the 
Walgreens on Pine is a good example of how this can be 
done well... some of the other structures make me not 
want to walk on those streets anymore.

improved - cal anderson is vital part of the community 
and broadway is cleaner though it is in part due to taco 
bell, KFC and jack in the box going away.  no cheap junk 
food - no panhandlers.

My neighborhood (North Capitol Hill) has not changed 
very much.  Broadway is going through some changes 
as large multi family units are being built.  The biggest 
difference in the past couple of years is the change in 
the Pike/Pine corridor--it has become much more of a 
destination than Broadway.

there has been more crime lately. more muggings 
especially, which is disappointing. also, a lot of the 
businesses on broadway have closed and sit empty.

Upon review of the Neighborhood Plan adopted ten 
years ago, I can comment on the fact that there is more 
dense commercial areas on Broadway and 15th Ave.; as 
of late rental prices have decreased, allowing others to 
potentially move-in.

Whole Foods tower downtown and the hotel across 5 
near Denny ruined my view from my Melrose condo.  I 
moved to the back side of the Hill.  I was going to move 
anyway.  I like the light rail and it can’t get here soon 
enough.  Cal Anderson park is also very nice.

- more condos, less rental  - elimination of light rail stop 
in First Hill (affects Capitol Hill Plan)  - demo of small 
buisinesses to make way for light rail stop  - cal anderson 
park!  - more neighborhood retail on 15th

Cal Anderson park rebuilt, more condos built, a few more 
people living here, *lots* of growth in neighbors to south 
(Pike/Pine), fewer arts organizations here

great neighborhood.

There has been more infill development, more condos, 
feels safer in some areas that had previously been more 
dicey.

More junkies and homeless on the streets, shops closed 
and vacant, now new buildings at the north end of 
broadway, holes from the transit development, Cal 
Anderson park opened

I only recently moved to Capitol Hill (within the last year).  
I was drawn to the area for it’s conveniences coupled 
with vibrant architecture, residents and small businesses.  
Living near 15th Ave, I have grocery stores, major bus 
lines, charming pubs and coffee shops, and a variety 
personal service providers just a few steps from my door.  
The only thing really lacking?  PARKING.  It’s a very good 
thing that I do not own a car, since there is absolutely no 
place to put it.  Resident parking is a joke, and visitors 
often have to park several blocks away, since there is 
no street parking available until the evenings, and most 
of what few spaces there are, are primarily occupied by 
residents.

1) More new condos and apartment buildings  2) 
Businesses have had to relocate to make way for new 
office and condo buildings. It has taken away some of 
the neighborhood charm  3) Less street parking (noticed 
this especially where I live on 12th)  4) More children are 
here and upper class adults  5) More high-end businesses 
and restaurants  6) Home and living prices have gone up  
7) More street kids in front of QFC on Broadway. Scary 
dogs like pit bulls as well.  8) People from the eastside and 
other areas of Seattle visiting night clubs that resemble 
Belle Town establishments  9) No more Gay Pride parade  
10) Too many pho and thai restaurants

The improvements to Cal Anderson Park have been 
fantastic and really made a big improvement to the 
neighborhood.  The demolition of large blocks on 
Broadway for light rail and displacement of businesses 
has been negative in the short term but will lead to 
something better.  Projects going up where the vacant 
Safeway and QFC were on Broadway is positive, as is the 
new library.  Loss of the Fred Meyer and City People’s 
means there is no hardward store on the hill, so we have 
to drive to get basic home repair supplies (the basement 
of the QFC is not enough).  Housing prices (rents and 
sale) have risen substantially, which is a concern--my two 
sons are in their early twenties and likely won’t be able to 
afford to live on Capitol Hill, even without the expense of 
a car.

Lots of the small businesses have closed and been 
replaced with condos
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Broadway has continued to decline, with more 
interesting locally-owned businesses disappearing and 
being replaced with less savory businesses. Meth users 
have largely taken over the sidewalks along Broadway. 
The new Cal Anderson Park is a beautiful and welcome 
addition. Rising housing costs have continued to push 
people out of the area.

Yes--at the same time that luxury townhouses have gone 
up (their much too expensive for the majority of people 
in the city), we lost Safewary, Fred Meyer, and the small 
shops that used to inhabit Broadway Market. Crime 
seems to be up, with more people living on the street.

More business have gone out of business on broadway.  
Building have been torn down and new buildings have 
been built.  More homeless and mentally ill people are 
living on broadway.  The streets are becoming less gay 
friendly, with more violence happening towards the gays.

Lots more growth, which I love. Old buildings torn down 
to create higher rises, with retail on first floors, including 
under ground parking, which the neighborhood needs. 
Many medium to high end restaurants have moved in. 
Especially those like Poppy - nice to see a place like that 
right on Broadway. Cal Anderson Park is gorgeous. Miller 
Center is also getting an upgrade which will benefit the 
area (in which I live closely to). Deano’s getting torn down 
was by far the best advancement to my neighborhood as 
I haven’t seen drug activity or prostitution in over 3 years.

Less of a friendly neighborhood. Density has reached 
its limit of livability. The neighborhood has more air 
pollution/car exhaust to breathe. Expensive rents have 
brought in some people with different, intolerant, 
impatient attitudes and too many enormous vehicles. 
People drive in an adversarial way, dangerously cutting 
off pedestrians at crosswalks. This happens routinely. At 
the same time, loud, vulgar, antisocial street teens are 
difficult for to deal with. More police presence needed.

I believe the neighborhood is LESS Diverse, more white, 
more affluent, more heterosexist (fewer gay busninesses 
and fewer gay people & far less gay-friendly/tollerent 
visitors/residents) than it was 10 and 15 and esp 20 years 
ago.  I have a son who gre up here and he has noticed it in 
his short life and he is not gay even though his Moms are.  
I  feel LESS safe on the streets after dark than I did in the 
90s even.  Density with only gentrification is not a boone 
to the area, we need to keep our gay busineses and gay 
citizens safe everywhere, but esp on Capitol Hill.

Lots of multi-family buildings, which is okay (except a 
lot of them look cheaply made on the outside), but they 
are all aimed at the wealthiest income-earners and are 
not affordable to the majority of Capitol Hill residents.  
Many of the Cap Hill urban village blocks are eligible 
for Community Development Block Grants, meaning 
that at least half of the households on those blocks 
are elgible for welfare of one kind or another.  Also, 
during construction pedestrian travel is interrupted 
or suspended often forcing pedestrians out into the 
car lanes just to get where they are going, and we are 
one of the neighborhoods with the largest number of 
people walking/pedestrians.  Also, every block should 
have at least one bicycle parking stand, but since they 
took the meters out, maybe there is one bicycle parking 
stand per 3 blocks, so people chain bikes to street trees, 
which damages their bark.  Lastly, nightclubs need to 
be grandfathered in when a new development goes in 
next door - too often the new condo goes up, and the 
nightclub which has existed in the same spot is forced 
to close due to noise complaints. Let the new condo 
buildings either insulate their units sufficiently or else 
have the condo builders pay to acoutically insulate the 
existing nightclubs.  Fully 50% of the neighborhood 
attractions (businesses, restaurants, shops, clubs) that 
were listed on the promo website for the Braeburn 
building (pine & 14th I think) are gone!  Fully 50% of those 
amenities that made up the “neighborhood character” 
which the Braeburn identified as selling points 4 years 
ago are G-O-N-E.  And in another 4 years the remaining 
ones will no doubt be gone too.  I think if Seattle wants 
every neighborhood to look just like downtown redmond 
or bellevue, we are well on our way there in eliminating 
anything distinct about any neighborhood.  I particularly 
think the recent “pike/pine” cultural overlay (or whatever 
its called) is rather uselessly weak in doing anything.  
Other than development issues, crime has gotten both 
somewhat better and noticeably worse - I think since 
2000 overall crime has gotten better in Cap Hill with a few 
stand alone exceptions (the Shannon Harps Murder, and 
the senseless shooting of 6 people over on 16th or 17th or 
14th I think it was).  However, the continuing number of 
personal assaults and gay-bashings have gotten worse. 
I also think the automated toilet on Broadway was one 
of the few things that actually worked pretty well (don’t 
know about the others but the city should have kept this 
one).  Also I don’t know who put “Parking Management 
Plan” as key strategy into your 2009 Status Report. While 
parking has always been an ongoing issue on Capitol 
Hill, it was not a major item in the original plan, at least 
not of the same stature as the north and south anchor 
plans etc.  And frankly the people who live in Capitol Hil 
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manage to make do with the parking that’s there the way 
it is. It’s the people who come to visit Capitol Hill (or who 
have recently moved here) that freak out about it, not the 
longer term residents.  Makes me think a bunch business 
owners wrote your 2009 Status Report.

There are many new large condo buildings for sale or 
rent. The new buildings/architecture have less character. 
There is more zoned/metered parking and it is more 
expensive. Seattle Central Community College grounds 
and buildings have greatly improved. The addition 
of Cal Anderson Park (open space) has been a great 
improvement.

It is more populated and housing is very expensive.  We 
have a toddler and very much enjoy and have benefited 
from the improvements to the library on Harrison and 
Cal Anderson Park. It feels more vibrant and it will be 
exciting to see north Broadway when construction in 
complete (although that last block of Broadway north 
of Roy seems to be struggling a little bit, maybe simply 
be the economic situation and hopefully helped when 
construction is done on Keystone building). Culture still 
feels right for neighborhood, although unfortunately 
drug use is out of control.  There are times when I am 
concerned walking with my child.  There needs to be 
more police on the street regarding this issue.

the community spaces/parks of the community are really 
lovely. LOVE Cal Anderson and the programmng that is 
presented there...both organized and unorganized.     The 
removal of the pine street merchants (cha-cha, pony, 
bimbos)- or the structures is less than appealing and 
resulted in an UGLY parking lot. I appreciate the need for 
increased population and density in cap hill, but some 
of the strucures that were built are just plain ugly or 
priced some average type people out. It is hard to find 
affordable housing to buy if you are a family (person 
with a child).     Very excited about light rail and about 
the continued nightlife and independent business feel 
(overall) of the hill.

Big new apartment/retail complexes on Broadway. 
Buildings torn down for light rail construction. Cal 
Anderson Park. Some urban in-fill housing and retail 
projects on Pike/Pine.

Lots of new development, the addition of Cal Anderson 
park, and the loss of a lot of neighborhood fabric to make 
way for the light rail station.

Harder to park to run quick errands on my way home.

lots of new development going on right now. i think not 
enough park space and common space as compared to 
apartments and businesses.

Some anchor businesses moved off of 15th Ave E--
specifically the bookstore on 15th & Republican and 
City People’s across the street. They were replaced by 
a dollar store and Walgreens, respectively. Some other 
small businesses have moved in further south to alleviate 
the loss of independent business nature of the area--
Victrola and Smith, for instance--but we still mourn the 
loss of the bookstore and hardware store that made the 
neighborhood both more serviceable to residents and 
more of a destination.    I hear fewer gunshots from my 
house near 16th Ave E & E Harrison. Fewer people come 
to my door seeknig money or a job or just to harrass me. I 
like that. I hear of way more hooliganism lately. There has 
*never* been a friendly neighborhood police presence 
in my neighborhood. The only time you meet police 
is by calling 911 or going to a block party/community 
gathering. That’s a bummer. I wish I knew who our “beat 
cops” were. That would make me feel safer. I have two 
young kids and we all like to walk our neighborhood.    
There are more townhouses. I don’t get to meet those 
folks as much as I’d like. I don’t like the design of many of 
the townhouses, but some are quirky and well-designed.    
Housing prices went way up and then destabalized.    
Broadway seems in a transition. I don’t have much cause 
to go down there anymore. I wish it were more walkable, 
as in the past. We used to stroll it on weekends, but there 
just aren’t enough businesses close to each other that 
I need/care to visit. We love the Harvard Exit/Joe Bar 
end of Broadway. We sometimes go to Pagliacci or the 
bookstore that starts with a B that I can’t remember.    
Lots has been torn down to make way for the link light 
rail station, so that’s an unknown quantity.    Pike/Pine 
is a major destination, with restaurants, toy store, NW 
Film Forum, coffee places, furniture stores. Our family 
rides bikes down to Cal Anderson, gets ice cream at Molly 
Moon’s. I do yoga on Pike. I hope this area continues to be 
bikable and in fact gets safer for adults and kids on bikes. 
I love the addition of lots of bike parking. I love that 12th 
and this area are getting more interesting.

The changes in the business districts have been the most 
noticeable.  Broadway building heights are higher than 
before.  Some homes are being torn down for school 
expansion, condo and retail developments.  Long time 
businesses had to close or move because of the light rail 
station.  15th Ave E has a Walgreens and the Safeway was 
rebuilt.  There is less redevelopment on the north end 
than the southern end of 15 th.
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more park space, increased housing costs, lack of 
maintenance of streets

The individual spirit (civic as well as corporate) seems to 
be dieing. The destruction of the Cap. Hill mall into the 
QFC helped make the Hill a less interesting place. The 
tearing down of the blocks of businesses for the tunnel 
did not help.

There has been quite a bit of new construction. However, 
there has also been a lot of fun, local businesses that were 
demolished to make way for new construction that has 
not yet happened. GLBT businesses seem to have been 
impacted quite a bit, with many of the bars having been 
closed.

I the last two years, more local or smaller businesses 
have been able to open and thrive on Capitol Hill. I have 
noticed, however, affordable housing is becoming more 
rare. Capitol Hill (especially Broadway) has lost it’s LGBT-
friendly look (with the removal of the rainbow banners) 
and seems to be less safe for LGBT individuals as more 
individuals who want a fun place to eat out, dance, or 
even live and are coming here and are not familiar with 
Capitol Hill’s history. This is of grave concern.

yes, there are new developments in housing and 
businesses. also much construction has been done on 
roads and sidewalks

d

Rampant development in this once culturally rich, 
historically queer neighborhood has destroyed its 
character and priced out many of the residents. The 
cheaply-made-for-quick-profit condo buildings that have 
erupted all over the Hill are eradicating the culture they 
advertise to potential buyers.

there seemed to be a large shift in which businesses were 
on broadway, and i started frequenting ones on pike/pine 
more often. The resevoir was capped which was awesome 
making cal anderson a lively safe place that many people 
i know spend time at. There seemed to be a large shift 
towards undesireable condos and other expensive 
developments that threaten to change the neighborhood 
feel and desirabilty, and probably push out the ‘diverse’ 
populations that cap hill is known and loved for.

I really can’t comment on how much the neighborhood 
has changed in response to the neighborhood plan as I 
moved to Capitol Hill, and Seattle, just over 3 years ago.      
When I first moved here, a lot of buildings were being 
torn down and condos were being put up in their place...
that has slowed down. Neighbors are still bitter about 
the empty, unused parking lot on Pine that replaced 
a row of successful businesses. Housing costs rose to 
ridiculously high amounts and are now beginning to come 
down. Home ownership is remains virtually unattainable. 
Opening a business also remains very risky due to high 
rent...it prevents new businesses from opening and many 
of the “new” businesses are opened by owners who 
already have established businesses in the neighborhood.     
Cal Anderson Park is amazing. If I were to write an ode to 
the perfect park (and I’ve thought about it), Cal Anderson 
would be it. It is always active, is just the right amount of 
open space...it is what I refer to as the backyard of Capitol 
Hill. I’ve heard many stories about what a sketchy area 
it used to be so kudos on changing that.     Obviously the 
light rail is a change and an excellent step in the right 
direction as far improving public transportation and 
making Capitol Hill even more accessible for pedestrians.

Many beautiful old houses have been torn down and 
replaced by gigantic condominium buildings and/or town 
houses.  Many businesses that I and others have loved 
and visited frequently over the years have been driven 
out due to increases in rent and/or displacement from 
new buildings going up.  Examples include the Globe 
Cafe, the “junk store” that was on Pine near the Madison 
Market, the Green Cat Cafe, and almost all the businesses 
along Pine, East of Broadway.  Rent has increased 
dramatically, making affordable housing on the hill quite 
difficult to obtain.  The newer businesses coming in seem 
to cater to very different needs than many of the previous 
businesses- fancy wine bars, incredibly high-priced pizza 
restaurants, pricey home stores and boutiques.  I miss the 
abundance of more casual, comfortable, and affordable 
businesses, where I felt at home.  I felt like I belonged in 
this neighborhood.  Now, I feel like I am being attempted 
to be driven out of the neighborhood by people with 
more money, people who want to live in an “arts district” 
but do not understand that many of the neighborhood 
artists are being driven out!
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The Seattle Planning Commission has basically ignored 
the neighborhood plan, both for Capitol Hill and the 
Pine/Pike Corridor.  Instead of maintaining the urban 
vibrancy of the areas, new development has engendered 
Tukwila-style suburban homogeneity, complete with 
awful architectural design, out-of-character townhouse 
clusters, and commercial spaces for tanning salons and 
franchise pizzerias.  The historic character of the areas 
have been minimized for speculative development 
greed.  Take a look at the complex at 700 B’way East.  
An abomination!  Take a look at your approved plans for 
the Belmont + Pine complex.  Completely contrary to 
the auto-row flavor of the strip.  Developers know that 
Seattle’s “rules” are meant to be precatory only, so they 
ignore them -- and you permit them to engage in these 
flagrant violations.

Probably the biggest change, which has accelerated in 
the last 5 years, has been the loss of arts space.  This is 
due to a combination of factors, but a major one has 
been short-sighted development that has turned once-
affordable work and live space into over-priced (and 
currently underused) condominiums.  Another problem 
is people who knowingly move into a lively area with 
a thriving nightlife and then complain about the noise 
-- and Seattle’s noise laws are so poorly conceived that 
these few rather dimwitted persons can hamper and 
even shut down activities being enjoyed by a much larger 
number of people.  Music and theater venues contribute 
to the overall value of the neighborhood, both social 
and economic, and need to be supported and protected.  
Seattle has a long history of failing to appreciate and 
support its indigenous arts and artists; this must change if 
Seattle is to have a livable future.

massive change.. of landscape, getting rid of older 
buildings, new condos and now new transit plans.

Confusing Question. I moved to CH in the fall of 2003 so in 
the past six or so years...CH gained a great Cal Anderson 
park and some new bars/restaurants but generally just a 
bunch of unaffordable ugly condos for people that don’t 
seem to have any interest, let alone, interaction with the 
neighborhood. Most of the people that would embody 
the “character” of the hill cannot afford to live here. 
Affordable housing needs to cater to students and young 
professionals as much as for “low-income” families.

Light rail going in on Broadway

There appears to be greater income inequity than I 
remember when I lived there the first time, ten years ago 
-- more rich and more poor.    The explosion of condos 
does a lot to explain why there are more rich people in 
the neighborhood. I’m not sure whether gentrification 
always displaces some people and causes them to 
become transient, but that appears to have happened 
here. Ticketing more of them for panhandling is not the 
answer -- more low-income housing on the hill is more 
like it.    When I first started spending time on the Hill 
in the late 90s, the Q Patrol was active, and we used to 
see them out and about at night. They were a reassuring 
presence, and I wish they were still active. It seems like 
2007 and 2008 saw a dramatic spike in random attacks 
on Capitol Hill, and that did have some influence on my 
choice to move to Wedgwood. (The exorbitant rent I was 
paying was a stronger force, though.)

I love some of the new things like the new library and 
the new remodel of the Cal Anderson park. I love visiting 
these places now. What I don’t like is the constant 
construction, destruction of old victorian homes, and all 
the condos and townhouses that are going up. I think it’s 
making Capitol Hill ugly and uninviting. I actually hang 
out in restaurants and bars less on Capitol Hill because of 
the surrounding condos and and townhouses.

I’ve only lived here for 2 years.

The architecture in the neighborhood has become much 
less aesthetically appealing, as older buildings have been 
torn down and replaced by condos. The style the condos 
are built in looks jarring among the remaining hundred-
year-old brick buildings and craftsmans. The condos are 
also too expensive for anyone I know to live in. However 
the new Cal Anderson park is a wonderful addition to the 
neighborhood.
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The main change that I have seen is the growth of 
oversized and overpriced condos going up on Capitol Hill. 
I think that rents have far exceeded the rest of Seattle 
and I personally know many people who have moved 
off of Capitol Hill because they have been “priced out”. I 
think that the condo development and high price of rents 
is absolutely taking away all that was good about Capitol 
Hill. For example, the city tore down several buildings on 
a section of Pine, two block west of Broadway, at least 6 
months ago and nothing has been done with it. Not only 
did they do away with a portion of the Pike/Pine corridor 
that had a huge vaule to the residents of capitol hill. 
Undoubtably it will be developed into another unsightly, 
poorly constructed, multiple level building that will house 
condos atop and several store fronts on the street level. 
I don’t imagine that the neighborhood plan was to tear 
down all that is characteristic of the community.

I have seen low-income community members (residential 
& small businesses) displaced due to the rising cost 
of living on Capitol Hill.  I have seen houses and 
storefronts sold and demolished, to become vacant 
lots and unoccupied homes & storefronts.  I have seen 
condominiums built throughout the neighborhood 
that current and former residents of Capitol Hill cannot 
afford.  I see these same condominium buildings with 
vacant units for months and years.  These changes are 
not good for the vitality and sustainability of Capitol Hill.  
One change I do appreciate is Cal Anderson Park -- it is a 
wonderful community space.

There has been an increase in the number of 
condominiums, decreasing the number of available 
apartments due (in part) to conversions.  Rent increases 
have outpaced wage increases, resulting in a shift in 
demographics and living situations.  Traditionally a haven 
for low-to-mid income young adults (and the associated 
lifestyles), Capitol Hill seems to be shifting more 
towards higher-wage earners, pushing lower-income 
people to out-lying areas and increasing their commute 
expenditures while also decreasing their quality of life.  
There has been a perceived increase in hate-crimes, and 
in general, the Hill seems less friendly than it used to be.

TONS of development, some of it unfinished/unused, 
functioning businesses torn down and nothing replacing 
them, Press condos taking over functioning rentals, influx 
of people less-invested-in-the-alternative/queer-nature-
of-the-neighborhood, loss of gay bars.

Some nice residential infill - townhouses are both good 
and bad. New condos on Broadway (Brix) very nice, 
with good at-grade retail on Broadway.  Also nice new 
apartments athte north end.  A few good sidewalk 
projects, but generally the pedestrian environment has 
deteriorated due to poor sidewalks.  This is especially 
bad on some of the side streets leading to Broadway - 
Republican especially as it is broken up by heavy vehicles 
parking on the sidewalk while having a coffee break at 
Starbucks.  Route 60 transit layover has adverse impacts 
to adjacent new residential units - formerly the layover 
space was adjacent to the Safeway parking lot and 
loading zone, now it impacts residents.  While residents 
strongly support transit, the layover should be relocated.

more condos  better selection at farmers market  exciting 
transit things happening

Capital Hill is awful now. There is nothing to do there 
but buy condos and eat really expensive food. Its really 
boring. There used to be alot to do there. My friends 
used to be able to afford to live on the hill. All I see is 
construction and boring rich people.

Since I first began visiting the Capitol Hill neighborhood, 
there has been a significant increase in rather offensively 
designed condos being built.  Most of these condos use 
cheaper materials (corrugated metal) with an overall 
lack of planning on maintaining the aesthetic of the 
neighborhood.  While I strongly believe in using lower 
cost materials in order to bring about affordable housing, 
the majority of the condos built with bland/offensive 
designs are only affordable to an upper-middle class 
demographic.  My worry is that the creative, charming 
aspects of this neighborhood, those very aspects which 
draw people into wanting to live/shop/work here, 
are slowly going to be destroyed as more and more 
development of this low caliber/high cost is created.  
There is no reason why we cannot have affordable, 
high density living and maintain the character of the 
neighborhood.

Much more density growth in the Pike/Pine, 12th/
Madison, north Broadway areas. Much livelier urban feel 
(plus), but far too many snap-together condos thrown 
up to take advantage of housing boom (minus). Also, 
resident artist population and non-profits have been 
gradually priced out of dwindling older housing/office 
stock.
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Many of the older buildings have been razed for new 
construction. Single family home lots are now multi-
family dwellings. One or two story buildings are now 
mid-rises.  (I’m not saying this is bad.)    Except in the high 
traffic corridors infrastructure continues to deteriorate, 
especially sidewalks and streets.

A lot of grungy development has been replaced by 
cookie-cutter condos with chain stores on the first floor.  
Not sure which is preferable.  The improvements at Cal 
Anderson park are wonderful, except for the fact that 
you can’t wade in the fountain--the feature just invites 
wading on a summer day so the prohibition just doesn’t 
make sense.  Broadway still needs cleaning up.  And 
people still regularly spray graffiti on my garage door and 
rock wall.

Sidewalk and bus stop updates on Pine between Summit 
and Boylston. Many new businesses have opened in the 
past year since I moved into the neighborhood. Rents 
seem to have mostly frozen or dropped. Road conditions 
and parking have worsened, especially in the small 
residential areas (such as where I’m at on Belmont).

New library and park, both a fantastic additions. There 
has also been new construction of housing, as in most 
neighborhoods. Broadway is still an under achiever, with 
its retail component sagging.

More condo development, less rental units. Replacement 
of some older buildings with multi-story mix use 
development. Businesses are slightly more upscale.

Cleaner, safer, Broadway is much improved.  Cal 
Anderson Park is great!  Parking is harder.

It’s hard to say; I’ve lived there for under a year.

Cal Anderson park overhaul, business development in 
Pike/Pine corridor and on 12th, Madison Marker and 
Trader Joe’s going in, disbursed by increased drug activity 
in neighborhood since Deano’s closing

more cars than ever, light rail construction on broadway, 
more 6 unit townhouses squeezed onto small lots

Cal Anderson Park is a big improvement on the reservoir 
- can’t wait until the parks department does something 
nice with Volunteer Park so we don’t have to see that 
ugly fence and barbed wire any more. The new library is 
also a nice community space. The north end of Broadway 
is coming out of a crappy period when we had to walk 
by the old Safeway and QFC buildings. I’m not that 
impressed with the new retail on the north end - not sure 
our highest need is more restaurants. I’m hoping we’ll 
get a small garden center and a hardware store when all 
the new retail space is done. The south end of Broadway 
is pretty uninviting right now. We used to walk down 
there almost every day to get to Vivace’s, but now there’s 
nothing to go to down there, and it’s ugly and sketchy 
at night. I hope they don’t just leave those empty lots 
during the whole construction period. I have noticed 
more bicyclists, which is nice, because I think cars are 
getting more used to having them on the road. The new 
South Lake Union neighborhood is much nicer than it 
used to be, so if I am going downtown in the evening, 
especially north downtown (Cinerama), I will now usually 
cut through there instead of going south towards First 
Hill and then going down the hill. The biggest negative is 
that there seems to have been a rise in violent robberies, 
thefts, etc. recently.

Capitol Hill has become a youth friendly neighborhood--
when I was ten (ten years ago), it wasn’t really equipped 
to handle young people under the age of 20 (this from 
watching my 6 years older brother).  As I’ve grown, 
the neighborhood has become much for child/youth 
accessible one, as well as one that’s loads more fun to be 
in.

Pro: More people activity and street life.  More arts and 
culture, even if off the organized radar.  The completion 
of Cal Anderson Park as the communities front lawn and 
gathering place.  Less vacant and rundown buildings.  
Better Police interaction with nightclubs.  More housing 
and increased density,    Con:  Big box buildings that 
are ugly, out of charactor and out of scale to the 
neighborhood.    More graffitti and trash - Spray King 
building and streets.  Streets unsafe at night - SCCC 
Parking Garage at night is a prime examples.  Hates 
crimes, assults thefts and robberies are up.

Pine/Summit block of bars demolished with nothing 
replaced.  Multiple ugly AND unaffordable condos built. 
Cal Anderson Park finished! Gutting of Broadway for 
lightrail (hopefully better businesses will be attracted. 
More homeless, crime and halfway houses.
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New restaurants have opened up - some good (like Boom 
Noodle) some not so good (like yet another Pho or Thai 
restaurant).  In the years I have lived in Cap Hill (going on 
13 years)  no businesses have opened that cater to daily 
life for residents.  Losing Fred Meyer was a big blow to 
the neighborhood.  Cal Anderson Park is the best thing I 
have seen in Capitol Hill since I’ve lived there.  I walk my 
dog in this park three times a day.  Broadway still feels 
very run down.

It has gotten much more gentrified.

it hasn’t

Many new residents. Many new, large, boring, and non-
human scale buildings. New parking meters that are 
badly designed and photograph-ruining. 50 signs per 
block to advertise parking pay zones and parking pay 
stations. More traffic. Re-done traffic flows which don’t 
really seem to improve traffic. New bus stop designs with 
graphics that are visually dissonant with the streetscape. 
Removal of the beautiful plant grates along Broadway for 
sand and gravel. Increased noise and trash and cigarette 
disposal with the smoking ban. Opening of a beautiful 
new park and playfield but with sky polluting lighting and 
now, a newly painted pumphouse the wrong shade of 
gray.

I have seen a big increase in people pushing strollers in 
the area around PikePine, Cal Anderson, POWHAT over 
the last 5 years.  The completion of Cal Anderson has 
had a huge positive impact on this area.  There is a lot 
more traffic.  In the past three/4 years, there has been a 
high-end restaurant boom, the Oddfellows has been lost 
as an arts space, there is extensive development (new 
construction) going on, not much attention being paid to 
needs of families with younger children, the Sound Transit 
site has been cleared.  we are drowning in construction 
dust and noise. Older buildings which give character 
to the area are being lost, long-time neighborhood 
instiutions are being relocated.  There is a big, possibly 
negative impact on the gay and arts communities

Businesses have come and gone; panhandling on 
Broadway has lessened; rents and house prices have 
risen; poor-quality townhouses and condos have been 
constructed; mixed-use buildings are replacing single-use 
buildings.

Many small, privately-owned establishments have closed 
up/disappeared over the last 10 years.

Many new condo buildings.    Parking has become more 
scarce for someone who works in this neighborhood. 
It is not a viable option to have to pay every 2 hours 
to park. And I do live in the neighborhood, but the bus 
does not work for me as my hours are erratic and I have 
many off-site meetings during my work week. So I 
need access to a car.    New restaurants opening. Some 
closing.     Cal Anderson Park is a wonderful addition to 
the neighborhood.

I’ve only lived here for two years so I have seen the early 
work on the Capitol Hill light rail station. And plenty of 
urban housing developing, which I am in favor of.

Broadway has changed so much since I was younger.  
When I was in middle school (~10 years ago), my 
friends and I would go up to Broadway as our way of 
being “rebellious.”  Now, the area is so built-up and the 
socioeconomic target has changed so much -- the area is 
hardly recognizable!  While in some ways, these changes 
have impacted the community positively (such as the vast 
improvements to Cal Anderson Park and the surrounding 
area, including the Pike/Pine Corridor), the increasing 
number of apartment buildings and high-rises is giving 
Capitol Hill a homogeneity that I never expected.  While 
I feel that, particularly in the last 5 or so years, Capitol 
Hill has really begun to come together as a community, 
I think it may also be slowly losing some of its unique 
neighborhood identity.

The Broadway corridor has sustained dramatic change, 
and is no longer connected to the Pike Pine corridor.  
There are large vacant lots slated for development 
resulting in dead blocks.  This is conjunction with the 
already inactive streetscape created by Seattle Central 
Community College suffocates the retail mix between 
East John and Pine along Broadway.

Extensive high unit number condo development.

More large condo buildings have been started, and the 
number of floors allowed per building was raised. All good 
changes, I think.    Cal Anderson Park got finished... looks 
terrific, I love it.    Light Rail construction got going, this 
has been handled really well so far.
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Most notable to me is that speculative housing 
boom showed up in many ways as more middle class 
people began re-discovering city neighborhoods.  
The problem with this is the cheap and suburban 
character of new developments:       • 
The “keystone” building is a widely recognized eyesore 
whose retail has never been fully utilized, unlike every 
building surrounding it.   • Enormous block 
long developments which don’t fit into the fabric of 
the streets and function practically and aesthetically as 
storage sheds for people.     • Ugly shortsighted 
developments which detract from the streetscape and do 
not fit in any way with the neighborhood       The 
demographic shift has also begun to threaten the very 
culture and nightlife which many moved here to enjoy, as 
people move into a dense, diverse, active neighborhood 
and  then don’t tolerate the people and noise.  This shift 
has also severely effected rental prices as well as pushing 
out the arts community.    On the positive side, 
there are many more neighborhood businesses, (many 
local) Cal Anderson Park, and finally - real transit!

not much in the past 3 years

Increase of mixed use buildings along arterials. Large hole 
for light rail station. Large parking lot in failed 500 Pine 
Block. The flowering of Cal Anderson. Beautiful.

The creation of Cal Anderson Park has been a wonderful 
investment for the community and is one of the best 
parks in the city.   It’s about 50/50 on the quality of new 
multi-family development in the neighborhood. For each 
nicely designed building that fits within the site context 
and has pedestrian-friendly qualities there’s some ugly 
structure that deadens the streetscape. Aesthetics 
and street function aside, the increased density and 
proliferation of daily-need stores is great and a healthy 
direction for the neighborhood.

Yes. New mixed-use developments on Broadway have 
been or are being completed.

The population seems much younger than it once was, 
and many of the retail spaces are there to serve that 
population.  Many of the services I once used are gone or 
have moved to other locations.

There has been a great deal of business movement - 
Olive Way has turned into a business district of its own, 
and there is much more business activity around Cal 
Anderson Park. Broadway is still a major business core, 
but it could use revitalization.     Developers have in 
recent years turned their eyes to Capitol Hill once again. 
While construction has slowed and new projects are at 
a standstill, the neighborhood will remain a desirable 
location at least until capitol is more liquid. We need to 
have an enforceable vision of our neighborhood before 
the building spree starts again. New development is 
great as long as it fits in well with the neighborhood. The 
new Pike/Pine Conservation District is a fine example for 
Capitol Hill as our Plan Update moves forward.    A few of 
the neighborhood plan goals have been accomplished - 
there will soon be a light rail station on Broadway and the 
Lincoln Park Reservoir is now lidded and has become the 
beautiful Cal Anderson Park. Other than that however, 
the goals of the Capitol Hill Neighborhood Plan have 
been ignored by the City for ten years.  While they need 
to be revised (new business corridors have developed, 
etc.), the biggest need is that these goals be heeded and 
carried out.

Large loss of affordable rental houses and mature 
trees to upscale townhouses, with degradation of 
architectural quality and the environment and unwanted 
gentrification.  Preservation of trees was identified by 
the public as a “highest priority” for the NP, yet was not 
included by the consultants who wrote the plan or by the 
City Council. even after a hearing at which many citizens 
spoke in favor of tree preservation (equal to parking as a 
concern) and none against. Upzone of Broadway despite 
Gardner/Johnson conclusion that 4 stories was “likely the 
most viable” building form for the street. Large increases 
in number of housing units on Broadway, with no increase 
in sidewalk width to accommodate increased number of 
residents. Replacement of local businesses with chains. 
Destruction of neighborhood character supported by 
design review boards staffed by industry people who 
stand to profit by loose design review when their own 
projects come before the board.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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I like the redevelopment (condos/mixed use) that has happened/is happening on broadway (brix, walgreens at 
brdwy&pine) - these new buildings are not perfect but overall are a positive addition to the neighborhood

Neighborhood retail and restaurants are getting better.  Great to see more density in the neighborhood.  The Brix 
building is  a good example of mixed use.  Cal Anderson is a great urban park.  Transit is a positive because we’re going 
to get light rail in 7 years.

Happy to see the light rail coming in. We enjoy the Cal Anderson park. I enjoy the smaller restaurants and dessert shops 
that have opened over the past few years. However I am sad to see many of the businesses relocate due to high rent 
costs.

Capitol Hill is a great place to lives for its easy access to downtown and the freeway.  Closure of Olive Way off ramp for a 
year seems excessive.  I love being able to walk to most things.  Love the farmer’s market.

The density of the neighborhood is one of the greatest things about it, and the reason that I moved here. Diverse mix 
not only of people but of housing, retail, restaurants, other businesses and institutions.

other things respondents are pleased about:
• Lots of street life, people out and about, 
using public space and wandering the 
streets.
• the people!
• diversity of neighbors
• public/ community gardening
• entertainment, nightlife

• a commitment to retaining arts and 
culture on the Hill
• diversity of people
• Cal Anderson park is wonderful. Please do 
not put any retail on its grounds.
• Preservation of old architecture
• the arts/music scene and neighborhood 
parties

• arts, bike facilities
• Bus transportation remains fairly good.
• An upwelling of community involvement
• Nightlife
• being able to walk to grocery stores, 
restaurants, etc.
• pedestrian improvements
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Love Cal Anderson!

Cal Anderson Park is a jewel.  It needs to be maintained 
very well.  The new library has been a good addition.

Cal Anderson park is a fantastic addition to the 
neighborhood! Re businesses, I’ve always wondered why 
a good bakery can’t make it on Capitol Hill, but most of 
our other needs are met.

Cal Anderson is such a success. It’s pretty far from our 
house (we are at the north end of the Hill), but we meet 
friends there for the outdoor movies, we stop by there 
after eating at one of the new places below Pine (Tin 
Table, the custard store, etc.) and watch dodgeball. 
Such a nice mix of people. Please don’t let this place get 
overrun by thugs!

Cal Anderson’s overhaul was brilliant and completely 
changed the neighborhood for the better. Pike/Pine 
growth has been great.

good public transportation access, good variety of 
housing, generally safe

This neighborhood is the best I’ve ever lived in. It’s very 
walkable and the transportation options are great (many 
bus choices and Zipcars available). Our business district 
keeps getting better - I love the richness of independent 
businesses of all types.

Cal anderson is nice, thought the police tend to harass 
anyone that doesnt look middle/upper class there.

The lid on Lincoln Reservoir, and thus Cal Anderson Park/
the new Bobby Morris Playfield, rock!  The library, while 
not with the deepest of stacks, is a good community 
location for broadway located Capitol Hill citizens.

The events going on at Cal Anderson are great! I also like 
that a pea patch/park is going in on Summit and John. 
Lots of people are out and about so the neighborhood 
feels safer.

Covering the reservoir at Cal Anderson was a great move. 
That park has become a great community space.

Great arterial of bus service and eventually there will be 
light-rail. Cal Anderson is a great lay-out and well utilized.

Cal Anderson Park and Volunteer Park are great.

As a whole, it is a nice neighborhood, but can be greatly 
improved.

New library is great and Coleman park is nice.

Love the lid on the reservoir.  Park and water feature are 
great!  New library very nice.

Light rail is not the only thing we need, MORE Buses, 
more frequently and the Old # 7 was a Great route & very 
helpful to those of us trying to be car-less! Do NOT Cut 
bus service & do not raise rates to users, make developers 
pay some of the cost of density. And FIX our roads 
devastated by huge construction vehicles

I love how accessible Capitol Hill is via bus and soon to be 
light rail.  I love our parks but would love to see more!

The Capitol neighborhood seems to have gotten 
somewhat safer to move about in--at least at night.  I 
don’t know the statistics, but I suspect muggings and 
violent crimes are down compared to past years.

Transportation: It is very easy to get to Capitol Hill from 
downtown and the north end of the city (University 
District).    Parks and Open Space: Cal Anderson Park is 
wonderful.

Light Rail has the potential to change Capitol Hill and 
make it much better and accessible.

As a non-driver, access to service providers, grocery 
stores, etc. and major bus lines nearby is ESSENTIAL.

I am excited about light rail and street car services 
being developed to serve Capitol Hill. I also think our 
neighborhood has some of the most vibrant and utilized 
parks and am glad to see more being developed. I am 
also pleased to see small, independent businesses open 
in recent months (and in the last couple years), as these 
truly fit the nature, style, and needs of the Hill.

Cal Anderson is absolutely wonderful.

Planning for the future of car-free life by Capitol Hill 
residents, and a substantially more pedestrianized way 
of life. Appreciate the ped improvements currently under 
construction on Pine.

I think Capitol Hill is the best neighborhood in Seattle 
based on its proximity to Downtown, pedestrian 
friendliness, and acceptance of diversity.
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I LOVE LOVE LOVE the new Cal Anderson Park. I’ve 
hung out in that park for about 20 years - since I was 
a high schooler and the remodel has really drawn the 
neighborhood together. I walk through the park almost 
every day and enjoy using it for lots of socializing and 
enjoying the outdoors.

none.

I hope we are able to preserve some open space views 
from Broadway through the new light rail transit centers 
to the park (Cal Anderson).      I live very close to Cal 
Anderson and feel that safety has improved over the last 
few years.  I would like to see more officers “walking a 
beat” and developing a rapport with the neighborhood.

The neighborhood is beautiful, has excellent 
transportation options and a great mix of businesses.

It is great to see the neighborhood come to life with more 
businesses, parks, community places.

Cal Anderson Park is a wonderful addition. The new 
library is nice.

It was wonderful to see the Cal Anderson Park developed 
from an awful druggie-hangout.  A wonderful job.  They 
did a great job of renovating the Odd Fellows Hall & 
adding nice new restaurant facilities there.  12th. Avenue 
is nice area as well.

Cal Anderson Park is a triumph for the neighborhood 
(as well as the city) and an example of what tenacious 
community activism and city collaboration can achieve.

The fact that the 15th Ave E business district has 
maintained some local character in small buildings is 
great.

Cal Anderson Park is well maintained; most people 
respect the place.

I think the purchase of two new park properties is 
good. I also like the rangers patrolling the park and 
wish they could go to more parks. In general I like that 
redevelopment is occuring, some of the lots have so 
needed it. But I also think the city sucks at enforcing its 
own neighborhood design guidelines - yes I realize they 
are “guidelines” and not the rule of law, but still there are 
a lot of ugly, ugly buildings that are not going to age well, 
and that look like a crayola box vomited on a bunch of 
masonite.

Cal Anderson park is so awesome it almost makes me 
want to cry. I love being able to walk to just about any 
sort of store or restaurant I could want. I love the long 
established density and architectural detail of all the 
older apartment buildings.

I LOVE Cal Anderson park!

Cal Anderson Park

The park is fabulous, except for the aforementioned 
incorrect choice of paint for the pumphouse.

High density neighborhoods should be even more high 
density to prevent more sprawl and to make feasible 
mass transportation and other services that are more 
efficient with higher population centers.

The remake of Cal Anderson Park is outstanding.

I love Cal anderson park and think it was a great addition 
to cap hill.  I also enjoy the events that the city has there.. 
like movie night etc.  It is a great public space!!

Cal Anderson is amazing. The CH SPL is really great. 
Businesses on 12th and 15th (Broadway needs some 
help).

can’t wait for the light rail!

I take the bus to the University of Washington daily on 
the 43 or 49.  I feel like we’re well served by buses, though 
they’re not fast.  There are nice parks within walking 
distance. The library is close by and I visit often.  There are 
plenty of places to eat, drink, and have excellent coffee.

the bus system and times/amount of the runs are great. 
i like seeing that many of the new business’ are using 
original exteriors and perserving the identity of the area.

cal anderson park is nice. library is good. looking forward 
to getting light rail. hope you continue to encourage 
bicycling and pedestrians

splitting the #7 busline was a good idea; library should 
have been a part of new complex at Broadway & Roy.

Light rail is decades overdue, the arrival of a decent 
neighborhood hub station and trolley is great.



Q2: What are you pleased about?
148

Capitol hill Capitol hill

Cal Anderson is an amazing multi-use success. The Capitol 
Hill branch library is beautiful. Capitol Hill is becoming a 
fun little foodie enclave, with a great assortment of street 
food besides.

I am please that we added a significant new park (Cal 
Anderson) to CH. I wish Volunteer Park were more 
consistently maintained and improved; it has languished 
over the same time period. Hooray for the new library on 
Harvard.

I am pleased to see Light rail coming to the hill.  Better 
late than never.  I think safety really hasn’t changed.  The 
new restaurants are by and large very good with a great 
diversity.

Bus service is pretty good, and the new street car and 
light rail will be nice to have.

Cal Anderson Park is truly wonderful. The 49 and 43 buses 
are a great way to get around to and from the Hill.

Lots of great new businesses, restaurants.

Good mass transit and will expand with lightrail. Cal 
Anderson is great.

At the moment, I’m not particularly pleased about 
Capitol Hill -- the recent burst of development has 
been poorly managed and has resulted in a ridiculous 
amount of overpriced space, both for residents and small 
businesspeople.  Cal Anderson Park and the new Capitol 
Hill Library are among the only recent developments that 
make me happy to live in this neighborhood.

Best parks and businesses in the city.  Bus service mostly 
very good. Good selection of apartments.

I can’t stress enough how great it is to have such great 
parks--well-maintained, clean, and open--in the form 
of Volunteer Park, Interlaken, Cal Anderson, and my 
favorite, the Pine dog park. The dog park especially 
makes my happy I moved to the neighborhood. It’s 
something I’d actually look for in another neighborhood 
were I to move.

Love cal Anderson park, the forthcoming light rail, and 
the bustling restaurant district on pike/pine east of 
broadway.

Cal Anderson park has become a wonderful asset to the 
neighborhood!  And I am excited about the extension of 
the Light Rail.

The parks, the library, and the wonderful local businesses 
give the hill a great feeling of being a community.

I love that there are lots of buses and that light rail is 
coming to better connect us to other neighborhoods.    I 
love some of the quirky Pike/Pine buildings. I love the old 
buildings. both make Cap Hill feel like home.

Thank you for the dog park off Pine st & I-5

Cal Anderson park is great now -- I used to avoid the 
whole area for safety reasons.  The new library is nice.

The park is great.

It is exciting to see new businesses opening in spaces that 
have been vacant since I lived in the neighborhood.

I am definitely excited about the link station!  Easy access 
to UW and downtown will be great for the neighborhood.

The lifting of the height requirements brings much 
needed density to this neighborhood along with vibrancy 
to Broadway.  The new park is an outstanding addition to 
the community.

More shopping options, better grocery stores.  The new 
branch library

For a developing yuppie, Capitol Hill might be the 
absolute best place to live. Almost everything I want or 
need to do during the day is within walking distance and 
the quality of the area makes the walk itself enjoyable. 
When the LINK finally comes through, it’ll be almost 
perfect living.

The farmer’s market is a great addition.

For a person w/o a car and realizes what public facilities 
we have/how to use them..this neighborhood is very 
utilitarian.

I have only ever know capitol hill with Cal Anderson as a 
park and not as a sketchy reservoir. It greatly improved 
the area and makes it better for everyone. This was a 
great project.
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Parks- Cal-Anderson and Volunteer Park have met any 
park/open spaces needs I could ever have. They are 
beautiful, well-maintained, centrally located and safe. 
And all in walking distance of my house.       Housing- I 
have been able to find mid-priced housing in a very 
desirable location.  Walking distance to everything I could 
need.      Transportation- buses are just fine, I happen 
to live on a few bus lines and commute to downtown. 
Others in Capitol Hill or those traveling to other 
neighborhoods might not be so lucky.

Cal Anderson Park is a great part of the neighborhood.

New light rail construction.

Cal Anderson Park and the new Brix Condominium on 
Broadway

Although it’s sad to see those familiar old buildings on the 
east side of Broadway between John and Howell gone, I 
am thrilled that Link is being built to Capitol Hill. I have 
heard proposals circulating about a Capitol Hill-First Hill-
Downtown streetcar, and that would be even better.

Very pleased with the addition of Cal Anderson. It’s a 
wonderfully vibrant space. The diversity of housing is a 
plus for the neighborhood as it seems to bring a relatively 
diverse group of people and businesses to the same 
neighborhood (see dissatisfied comments regarding 
quality and type)

Improving Cal Anderson Park has made Capitol Hill a 
much more pleasant neighborhood to live in. It needs 
more open spaces, especially with so many large condo 
developments slated for Broadway and Madison Avenue.

Though we could use more open space, Capitol Hill does 
have some truly lovely parks thanks to the foresight 
of the Olmstead Brothers and the dedication of the 
Cal Anderson Park Alliance. Our business district is full 
of thriving small businesses, in spite of the present 
economic crisis.  While some of it is in it’s infancy, we 
also have a new upwelling of community interest and 
involvement that should be aided and nurtured by the 
city.

The new library is a great space, I’m excited to see the 
light rail station finally coming to the hill. I am looking 
forward to the possible streetcar.

Capitol Hill has amazing restaurants, bars, stores and is 
easy to get around. There are also great parks that seem 
to be very accessible to everyone.

I absolutely love Cal Anderson Park and the new library 
is a great addition.  I am excited about the presence 
of the new light rail station and the growth of Seattle 
Central Community College, but I believe the design of 
the new light rail station should blend better with the 
existing neighborhood, rather than trying to make an 
architectural statement.

I’m really excited about the light rail - also the art 
projects in the buildings that were abandoned for light 
rail were really great, made things safer, added to the 
neighborhood

I’m pleased with the variety of housing in my 
neighborhood, but it is very expensive to live here. I 
would like to see more businesses and more variety, but 
existing businesses are pretty good.

I LOVE capitol hill, the vibrancy and the busy streets.

Bus links and light rail station GREAT. Cal Anderson park 
is remarkably well done park KUDOS. Revival of BRDWY 
evident in past nine yrs

Can conveniently walk to most places, such as grocery 
stores, video store, bank, restaurants, etc.  Love the 
new Cal Anderson park.  Would be nice to see similar 
improvements to Volunteer Park.

Love the improvements to Cal Anderson park.  The new 
buildings around SCCC are nice looking.

I am extremely pleased that the light rail is being build. 
Good public transportation is the key to a successful 
neighborhood

Love the library. Love that there are very few chain 
stores, and so many interesting, independent places to 
eat/drink/shop.

the development of pike pine and 12th ave
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• loss of view from development
• Crappy Condo and Townhouse Design
• cheap condo’s being put up everywhere.
• lack of culture.
• Parking
• Parking difficult for quick errands-not 
frequent enough public transport.
• no dog park for a very, very dense area.
• presence of art on the hill
• more expensive
• cycling
• Esp new development that blocks view 
corridors and does not interact with 
surrounding community
• in comments
• drug traffic
• noise from club goers and all the noisy 
music festivals
• road safety

• tree loss
• too many poorly designed Condos/
irresponsible developers have been 
allowed
• inability of city to deal with mixed use 
zoning
• parking for residents
• need better bike facilities
• mixed income housing
• inadequate bike racks and lanes
• Parking (lack of, and lack of clear 
planning for business areas)
• increasing rents
• Too many agressive drug addicts 
panhandling. too much graffiti
• Transients on Broadway, and also litter 
and other debris on Broadway
• Overdevelopment of townhouses & 
condos (+ conversions). Many now sit 

empty (i.e. townhomes across from the 
park). Parking...city has taken away most 
parking and metered it. The new RZP 
permits were a bad move and greediness 
by the city. Olive Way exit sho
• Design and planning for healthy retail mix 
for all of Broadway
• Displacement of affordable housing and 
small businesses
• streetscape improvements
• The poor way construction projects seem 
to be handled
• changes to social nature of neighborhood
• Road quality
• parking cost and availability
• parking, noise
• too many condo developments

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?
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buses have become too crowded and service has not been increased as the neighborhood has grown and ridership has 
increased  the large, poorly designed townhouse developments are a problem

Not enough 2 bedroom apartments in this neighborhood.  No good choices for people who want to raise kids but not 
live in a single family house.  Row houses and courtyard housing would be great.  Sidewalks are too narrow especially 
on 15th--pedestrian comfort and safety is lacking.  Room for more sidewalk cafes would be great.  We need more 
p-patches.
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There needs to be something done about the men that 
park and prowl for drugs, sex and who knows what else at 
Volunteer Park. It is super creepy. The higher population 
due to the new townhouses on 12th Ave East are making 
parking nearly impossible. Many residents seem to own 
numerous vehicles - might be good to set a limit of parking 
passes per household? Or something? Can we keep building 
multi-family residents without providing more parking? 
New business coming to the hill is good, however it is sad 
to see some of the spirit of the old neighborhood die with 
them.

I am always worried about vandalism of my property--
numerous instances of graffiti on my property, syringes 
thrown in the landscaping, inebriated folks sitting on my 
front step, seemingly little police presence.  I am concerned 
that Capitol Hill will lose its view of the water and 
mountains due to highrise development along the Denny 
Triangle and South Lake Union.

Just a little disappointed that some buildings and lots 
here and there, such as on Broadway, Pike/Pine, and 12th, 
remain empty buildings or lots. I want to see these areas 
redeveloped to use the space more effectively.

All the new high-rise apartment buildings -- yuck!

Businesses were torn down for lightrail stations that are not 
going to be built for years. Why?  Too many condo’s that are 
put up fast and cheap without regard for the neighborhood.   
Tighter restrictions on building permits could make for 
happier neighbors.

Transportation - Buses need better priority to run more 
efficiently.  The roads have deteriorated and need 
maintenance.  Bellevue Ave between Olive Way and Pine 
is in horrible condition and serves hundreds of buses every 
day.  Housing and Buildings - Design for housing and new 
buildings has generally been very low quality.  There is too 
much rental housing in the neighborhood and we need 
more owner-occupied housing.  The Broadway business 
district has declined.

Light rail, streetcar, and/or more frequent/reliable bus 
service needed; housing is far, far too expensive.

Madison remains a no person’s land, even with some 
increased business development. Drug activity still 
prevalent in the neighborhood. Broadway development has 
not kept pace with improvements in the Ave (U District) and 
Pike/Pine.

It seems as if Pike/Pine is getting all the nice new 
restaurants(Oddfellows, Tin Table, Molly Moon’s, Old 
School Frozen Custard, Cupcake Royale) and stores and 
Broadway has gotten pretty boring ones (another pho 
restaurant). There are too many untreated mentally 
ill people on the Hill. It’s not good for them, and it’s 
potentially dangerous for everyone else. I don’t feel 
comfortable out at night by myself. The number 49 bus is 
so unreliable that I can’t count on it to get me anywhere 
on time, which means I can’t take the bus.

Capitol Hill is a central neighborhood - we should 
have direct/convenient bus service to most other 
neighborhoods - Seattle Center, Eastside, waterfront, etc.

not enough parks & open space, too many tacky 
and overbearing buildings going up, too many tacky 
businesses (Quizno’s, tanning, nail salons) going in first 
floors of those buildings

We could have better housing options, especially for 
families in multi-family buildings. I wish development 
would go towards encouraging families to live in dense 
urban neighborhoods like ours!

Bussing got more difficult with the splitting of the 7 into 
the 49 and the 7 (because the 7 used run twice as often, 
with half turning around at the top of Broadway).  The 
other buses still do not run as on schedule as desired, 
or nearly as regularly as must (#10).  Lots of the new 
condominiums don’t meet the style of the neighborhood 
(neither do they match nor do they attempt to converse 
with the neighborhood architectural zeitgeist).  Housing 
is expensive.

Bus service is choppy going up the Hill. The busses are 
always shorting out or something causing people to 
fall out of their seats. Also, they’re is too much red light 
running at John/Olive and Broadway, buses included! No 
more coffee shops on the North end of Broadway, please. 
More retail! More independent business. More street 
vendors! Bigger, more frequent Farmers’ Market!

Pulbic transport is the best in Seattle, but still lacking to 
get to places besides downtown.

Affordable housing is increasingly hard to come by on 
Capitol Hill

It’s those darn condos everywhere.
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Some very bad buildings have gone up, most notably the 
multi-family project directly north of Trader Joe’s and the 
Trader Joe’s Building itself.

Condonization must be harnessed. First “affordable” 
needs to include young professionals and students as 
much as “low-income” families. Second there needs to 
be availability and security for renters. Libraries should 
be for quiet studying not computers - CH library has 
no where to sit and barely and books - just a bunch of 
computers and loud staff. CH doesn’t have a community 
center. We need independent stores for apart/condo 
dweller needs not just used bookstores. Buildings should 
be within character of history in combination with variety 
- not all modern boxes.

1)  The bus routes seem some of the most heavily used in 
the city, so it is ridiculous that the 43 and 49 are ancient 
buses, not air conditioned, and frequently have to pass 
people up due to lack of room.  It would make much more 
sense for Metro to protect their core services of these 
routes.    2)  The soley residential areas of north capitol hill 
are overrun with people parking for the commercial areas 
of broadway.  Functionally, there is nothing different 
about this area than equivelent stretches along 45th 
street in wallingford, yet non-permit parking is banned 
at certain times there.  Similar actions should be taken in 
capitol hill.

wish there was a library closer to 15th.

The area is losing some of its uniqueness and funky 
nature with the tear down of some smaller buildings, and 
small business tenants being forced out.  Architecture 
and neighborhood becoming bland and not reflecting the 
diversity that I moved there for.  I would like more park 
space as density increases.  It would be nice if the new 
buildings incorporated green space in their design.

Bring back the volunteer park dog park!

Broadway--lots of empty buildings, crummy vibe.

Love the new Cal Anderson park, would like to see the 
city give some more thought to how to protect SMALL 
LOCAL (& GAY) Businesses in Capitol hill and not just 
the big chain crap. MORE low income & ESP Moderate 
Income housing! I work at a local hospital, barely afford 
the neighborhood now but it wasn’t a stretch when I 
moved here nor when I moved back here. Don’t make 
this for rich people only & straight people with kids only.  
Thanks

I feel like art has been decreasing on the hill ever 
since I moved here.  I wish that there was more focus 
on public art in our neighborhood, including mural 
projects and other ideas that help to dissuade graffiti 
and other harmful aspects of our neighborhood.  Our 
neighborhood is huge and includes a diverse population 
both economically and racially - it would be a benefit to 
us all to support the arts in our neighborhood as opposed 
to forcing them out with growth (such as CHAC, the price 
hikes at Oddfellows, etc.).   I’m marking Parks as also 
being dissatsified, as I think there are huge improvements 
that could be made that support all people in our 
neighborhood, such as p-patches, community parks that 
support growing food for the needy in our neighborhood, 
etc.

The cost of rent for apartments and housing has sky-
rocketed and hasn’t corrected down much at all despite 
the financial crash....  Rents remain high despite the fact 
that many people are earning less.

Transportation: a direct bus route that goes south (along 
12th Ave) to Beacon Hill is greatly needed.  The only bus 
that services Beacon Hill from Capitol Hill is the #60, 
which is a very indirect route and does not run often.    
Housing: the increase in condominiums and housing costs 
has forced low-income community members to relocate.    
Safety: Capitol Hill is home to Seattle’s large Queer 
community.  The increase in anti-queer hate crimes in the 
last few years is appalling.     Business District: the face of 
small businesses on Capitol Hill has significantly changed 
in the last several years.  Many small businesses have 
closed due to rent increases and clientele displacement.  
New businesses have appeared that cater to the new 
neighborhood residents (condominium dwellers).  Low 
income residents of Capitol Hill cannot afford to patronize 
these new establishments.

Police presence in Capitol Hill is good, but many police 
do not seem well equipped to deal with the mentally ill 
that populate the streets. Hard drugs should be the focus, 
not marijuana.     Rent prices must drop for the area to 
become a haven for artists.

There are far less interesting small businesses now than 
a few years ago. It is getting more expensive and less 
unique.
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Housing costs are absolutely insane.  Rents are tipping 
towards unaffordable, even with roommates, and there 
is no way that I could ever afford to purchase a home in 
this neighborhood.  The cost of housing will likely be the 
single factor that drives me out of this neighborhood in 
the next few years.  I find this very dissappointing, since I 
love all of the other features of the neighborhood.

My biggest dissatisfaction in Capitol Hill, as well as in 
Seattle, relates to cycling safety. I have been a bike 
commuter for 10 years. Biking in Capitol Hill is dangerous. 
There are pot holes in the streets everywhere (try riding 
down 17th around Olive/E Howell/ Denny some night). 
Going down steep hills with traffic is difficult enough...
throw in the potholes, loose gravel, and poor lighting and 
it’s amazing anyone rides a bike. I have read time and 
time again that one of the major reasons people don’t 
ride bikes is out of safety concerns. If we want to make 
our neighborhood less dependent on cars, more healthy, 
etc...people need to feel safe riding a bike. Putting in 
narrow bike lanes is not good enough, especially when 
the lanes are unsafe (potholes..) and located directly next 
to parked cars. In many instances, bike lanes are almost 
more dangerous because cars think cyclists have their 
own lane and cyclists often have to swerve to avoid a 
car door, gravel, or hole. I can say with all honesty, that 
a day rarely passes when I don’t worry about my safety 
when cycling. I also think it’s a shame there isn’t a bike 
path that connects Capitol Hill to other neighborhoods 
or, ideally, to the Burke-Gilman trail. I would visit other 
neighborhoods by bike SO much more if there was a 
trail and I’m sure cyclists in other neighborhoods would 
visit Capitol Hill more.     Transportation: Excited by the 
light rail BUT wish there was a direct bus/trolley line 
connecting Capitol Hill to the International District.     
New and Existing buildings: I don’t have a problem with 
the concept of condos/growing up instead of out. What 
I don’t like is that most of the buildings built in recent 
years bulge out to the sidewalk and/or don’t have retail 
spaces that “fit” into the neighborhood. They are high 
priced retail spots that look conducive to generic salons, 
tmobile stores, and dry cleaners. Where’s the space for a 
mom & pop store?     Housing - I wish there was affordable 
housing for people who don’t fall below the poverty level 
but also aren’t rich...service industry, artists, nonprofit 
staff...

As I mentioned before, it is important to feel safe in every 
neighborhood. In terms of transportation, we are moving 
the right direction, but we have a long way to go.

Please, more police on streets to combat junkies!

I am concerned about the lessening of affordable housing 
for students, low-income individuals, and artists (who 
should be credited with making this neighborhood the 
vibrant core it is today). I also feel like Capitol Hill is 
becoming a less visible and therefore less safe place for 
LGBT individuals - especially youth - and I think more can 
be done in the plan to encourage diversity awareness and 
safety.

ticky-tacky town houses, unijspired mixed-use 
archetecture

Could do better to minimize the size of mixed use 
projects to be more in-tune with neighborhood. Also 
we need to have safeguards on many of our older 
apartment buildings and old homes since they give 
the neighborhood its distinctive character. We need to 
encourage reuse and rehabilitation as much as possible 
while saving new construction for vacant and parking 
lots. We also need more community gardens.

Let’s start building for the future.  The ST station is a 
start, but need to improve the pedestrian realm.  Replace/
widen sidewalks, underground power lines, improve 
wayfinding throughout the neighborhood.

I think that many developers have made poor decisions 
about building materials, built on the cheap, and 
maximized space without regard to the public open 
spaces that makes a city welcoming and less like a 
concrete jungle.

We need more affordable housing for home owners. I 
had to struggle to find a reasonable place to buy in the 
neighborhood. I compromised space for location and I’m 
glad I did but it was really hard to find something that I 
could afford on a household income of $75-125K a year.

I would like to see progress on the 12th ave streetcar.

The Seattle Police Department must be more aggressive 
regarding drugs, alcohol and conduct around clubs 
and bars. Traffic is bad and it will become abysmal 
when excavation for light rail begins.  BAD PLANNING.    
Regarding housing, condo prices are laughably over-
blown and rents are so high even people on moderate 
incomes are leaving the area.

I find the intersection of Aloha and 14th to be very 
dangerous.



Q2: What are you dissatisfied about?
154

Capitol hill Capitol hill

Transportation is awful.  The 43 and the 49 do not connect 
in a useful way.  Why are the Broadway stops two blocks 
away from each other?  Isn’t it more useful to provide 
more options to riders and ease the load overall?      The 
buses are usually over crowded and poorly ventilated and 
coverage is spotty.  For as many buses as there are on the 
Hill, they are not coordinated well.  East/West connectors 
are also poor.      I am dissatisfied about the current 
growth pattern.  It has spread down towards downtown 
and out from Broadway.  I feel that character-giving 
older buildings are giving way to new, poorly designed 
and planned, condo developments.  Unfortunately the 
City is not requiring as much lower income housing as I 
feel they should.  Allowing developers to tear down older 
structures currently housing active businesses and lower 
price housing shouldn’t be torn down for high-priced 
condos with only restaurant or boutique space at street 
level.  The City should be requiring more low income 
housing, more types of mixed-use businesses, and 
requiring more open space/public amenities.  Fortunately, 
there is time to revamp policy before the next boom.

I just think we need police presence, perhaps on 
foot or bicycle even, when the noisy people exit the 
nightclubs.  They stand on the street in front of our condo 
screaming, honking, etc.  We KNOW we live in a MIXED 
area, but since we ARE paying property taxes, we need 
consideration as well as the club owners.

Capitol Hill needs more low and moderate income 
housing, and more organizations like Capitol Hill Housing, 
which does heroic work.  Capitol Hill needs a healthier 
business mix and and more engaged, positive business 
participation in community-wide activities.

The bus system is horrible. It is a poor excuse for public 
transit in a city. Also, security and police responsiveness 
are some of the worst I’ve witnessed in a major 
metropolitan area. People get stabbed, murdered 
(Shannon Harp lived on my block) and mugged all too 
often. Do something about it! Get police to walk the beat 
far more than they do now. Look at what NYC does and 
replicate it -- you are policing a lot fewer people.

Bad architecture of most new buildings: condos and 
townhouses.    Aside from the library, there’s very little 
reason for me to go to Broadway.

The City was irresponsible in its lack of discernment, 
controls, and regulations for developers. Developers’ 
aggressiveness, shamefully overbuilt lots, and cheap 
quality construction have resulted in lower quality of 
life. The City did not protect the neighborhoods from 
opportunistic developers.

Seattle needs the underground system to go to more 
neighborhoods for commuter use. For instance, stops 
to and from Capt Hill to the market, stops to and from 
Ballard - it cost $20 in a cab from Capt Hill to Ballard or 
else it’s a 30min bus ride. Maybe a few express bus rides 
from Capt Hill to Ballard on nights and weekends - will cut 
back on drunk driving.

it sucks that all the housing that’s being built is for 
people making the top 25% of income (except of course 
CHHIP buildings).  And city codes and regulations at 
every level assume that residential and business exist on 
seperate streets and not in the same building or same 
block, so they set up neighborhoods to fight residential 
needs against business needs because the regulations 
are either/or since there were written using a suburban 
model.

I am pretty unhappy with how Sound Transit demolished 
the neighborhood to provide transit to it. The least 
they could have done was preserve some of the brick 
facades on Broadway as station entrances.   Some 
newer buildings are not interesting from the pedestrian 
perspective (the one at “keystone” of Broadway). Brix, 
with its fold-open walls, is ok, but the sheer height off the 
street is daunting.

Too many condos on Broadway. Need to develop the 
retail core again to allow small businesses to flourish

housing has become more and more expensive, 
especially given the low quality of housing in many areas 
of Capitol Hill. People with lower income are being priced 
out of the neighborhood

I don’t want to see any more old buildings get torn down 
and replaced by gigantic, out-of-place condos.  The worst 
thing I have ever seen in Capitol Hill was the block with 
the Cha-Cha, Bus Stop, Kingcora, Pony, etc. get torn 
down and replaced with... a gravel lot!  The lot has been 
sitting there since the entire block was torn down, a 
painful reminder of “neighborhood improvement” gone 
wrong.
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As someone who rents, there seems to be less and less 
affordable rental units on Capitol Hill.

Is new housing being being built for low income, seniors, 
and mid-income people?  I don’t know how “Volunteer 
Parkway” can be considered open space. There isn’t any 
central parking strip and no designation. The planning 
commission might as well call everyone’s parking 
strip public open land! Wow...Goals surpassed!  More 
“neighborhood” store have left the area.  I think that the 
designs of some of the new buildings on Broadway leave 
a lot to be desired!

Safety is getting worse.

Overall safety is deteriorated, especially pedestrian 
safety.

There have been a high increase of bias-crime against 
LGBT and perceived LGBT attacks, especially in recent 
years with the absence of the Q Patrol.

the architecture for new buildings is appalling, it doesnt 
match the original feel of the area and is not beautiful in 
any way... the colored bx shapes which are trying to be 
modern fail. they are a cheap attempt.  the only thing 
seattle is getting right with newer buildings are the 
libraries. which are beautiful.     parking for residents is a 
nightmare.

I think broadway is getting dirtier.  12th ave between 
cherry and pike is beautiful, and broadway needs to be 
cleaned up.

Housing is too expensive

Metro buses are fine, but we need more options like Light 
Rail and street cars on CH. Some building development 
(on 12th, 15th and 14th) is truly ugly and seems to have 
no oversight at all. The city and this neighborhood 
need stronger standards to preserve its character and 
charm and to prevent row upon row of poorly designed 
townhouses.

some of those condo buildings sure are ugly (I’m looking 
at you, Trace Lofts)

There’s too much construction.  A lot of businesses have 
been forced out, by either light rail or condo construction; 
a favorite food shop, coffee shop, and bar.  Construction 
and development can only enhance the neighborhood 
if they don’t destroy it first.  It would be helpful to have 
more affordable housing too.

the transportation could be better, but this is true with 
all of the seattle area.  the lightrail is taking a ridiculas 
amount of time to complete to the UW.  this also includes 
the trolly or lack of one.

We have a drug problem

seems like more drug dealing and violence than when I 
first moved to the hill

Replacing the viaduct with a tunnel under downtown will 
be too expensive, and will make a huge hole in the city 
budget. This will hurt the city’s ability to make and follow 
through on good neighborhood plans.  We should scrap 
the tunnel plan and go with a surface street/mass-transit-
enabled plan. This will make it clear that we believe cars 
are not a good long-term solution for our transportation 
needs.

as a senior citizen, no longer feel safe going out after dark

My greatest dis-satisfaction is the lack of standards 
and enforcement in design review.  Buildings like the 
Keystone building at the North end of Broadway. Pearl 
apartments, 717 E. Denny Way, Capitol steps  are some 
of many projects that don’t fit in and generally insult the 
buildings around them and degrade the neighborhood.  
As one of the most desirable neighborhoods in all the 
city, higher standards could be met if the city would 
create a strong master plan and enforce it!

Capitol Hill to anywhere (besides downtown) by bus 
takes an almost punitive amount of time. That includes 
the #8 route to Seattle Center during peak traffic times 
(i.e., when I most often need to go). Far too many public 
nuisances (drunks, aggressive panhandlers, people 
who seem to have skipped their meds) for safety. 
Cheaply-built, cookie-cutter condos add nothing to the 
neighborhood’s identity.
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I hate to encourage vehicle use but the fact is that cars 
are sometimes necessary to shop, visit restaurants, 
attend plays/movies etc. City plan should incorporate 
either city-owned parking options (garages/lots) or 
incentives for developers to include short-term (non-
resident) parking in their plans. CH has lost many open 
lots in the last decade, previously used for parking, now 
developed.

In the transportation area the traffic is getting worse and 
I would hate it if parking meters were installed on 15th.  
That is very nice not to have to pay to get a cup of coffee.     
Some of the new apartments and town homes are not 
very architecturally pleasing.  It would be nice to see 
more upscale shopping on Broadway.

I think the way money drives things will change the 
neighborhood. I think we could also do more to invite 
greater ethnic diversity into the neighborhood.

Building design is mixed. Some nice projects such as Brix 
and Piston and Ring, but still too many over-designed, 
confused looking buildings.

I do wish small business owners had an easier time 
locating to Broadway - something besides nail salons 
and Pho restaurants. I would like to see more unique 
construction in new buildings - not the same old cookie 
cutter designs.

Please clean up graffiti.    Put drug dealers and public-
drunks in jail.

Too many low-rent and halfway houses. Rampant illegal 
activity on belmont ave south of olive st. Too many 
panhandlers. Illegal dumping in dumpsters that are 
located on sidewalks (i.e. near Thomas and Belmont).

Too many large condos being built destroying the 
neighborhood feel and displacing businesses like the B & 
O Restaurant.

Rent is too high and now too much is condo so it’s 
pushing the middle out. Only “low-income” CHIP or 
millionaires can afford housing. Library sucks with 
more computers than books/chairs it seems - noisy 
disfunctional architecture. Lack of local grocery or 
apartment dweller needs stores. Most new condos are 
ugly monstrosities of so-called modern art - where are 
the regulations for character e.g. pine corridor?

I’m withholding judgment about the light rail until 
it’s built...bus service is good but not great; there’s an 
obvious and dismaying imbalance in public transportation 
to poorer neighborhoods (the #8, for example, ceases to 
run to the CD after 7 pm, though it continues its Queen 
Anne to Capitol Hill route until midnight).  Safety -- what 
do you mean?  Do I feel safe?  Pretty much, but I’m also 
a 5’11” male, so I’m an unlikely target.  There have been 
bursts of gay-bashing, but the only way to avoid that 
(other than some kind of large-scale enlightenment that 
I’m not holding my breath for) is to increase the police 
presence, which has a history of being more repressive 
than liberating.  I’m dismayed at the increased number 
of chain restaurants and national corporations on 
Broadway; neighborhoods become interchangeable and 
flavorless when small businesses get squeezed out.

Not all new development has fit with neighborhood 
character. There are some trouble spots for pedestrian/
bike safety during rush hours and weekend nights.

Most of the apartment buildings available are old, which 
is great if that’s what you’d like. I’m not a fan of most of 
the architecture in newer buildings, so finding something 
with a mix of classic style and modern amenities (such 
as a deck, covered parking, modern appliances) can be 
a challenge in Capitol Hill as opposed to, say, Queen 
Anne or Belltown. It would be nice to hold developers 
of new buildings to a more classic style of design while 
maintaining their updated interiors. Or possibly incent 
developers of existing properties to possible add more 
modern touches when they update their properties.

Housing in cap hill is still too exspensive to own.

Decrease in affordable housing, while ugly, overpriced 
condos pop up everywhere.

I feel like there is a definite tendency to condos and more 
expensive housing that has the possibility of leading us 
in the direction of belltown. The people who can afford a 
condo for the most part have reached a point in their lives 
where they aren’t going to be as comfortable with the 
sounds of bars or people in the street late at night. This is 
fine, but they don’t need to live on top of it then.

The SPD is great and I know that they do all that they can, 
but I know a lot of people (females alone, but not stupid 
or unwise) who have been mugged/attacked in the last 
few years.    It’s supply and demand, but finding housing 
cheap enough on the Hill is tricky.
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It’s a nightmare trying to get to other neighborhoods-
-lots of transfers. Looking forward to light rail to help 
w/ airport access, and links to other neighborhoods. My 
husband works on the eastside--wish there were better 
links to that and W Seattle.    Some new buildings are 
monstruous. I wish I had a hand in preventing that. It 
is a long-lasting eyesore.    I wish there was a pool for 
families.

Parking is a huge problem

City and/or merchants really need to get a  handle on the 
character of Broadway - the panhandling and the litter 
create a hostile environment for pedestrians who may 
spend more time and moneyon hte street if it was more 
comfortable and cleaner.

Sound transit process. Lack of infrastructure planning 
when new developments are built. Reduction of on-street 
parking and narrowing the roadways. People are going 
to continue to drive no matter what the city does to 
discourage it. Money seems to drive all issues. The roads 
are in terrible shape and city transportation dept. seems 
to prioritize projects in an odd, illogical way.

Most of the new buildings look terrible and are too 
tall, obscuring the view of more attractive buildings, or 
anything else. Lack of affordable housing is also driving 
many long-time residents of this neighborhood out.

There has been a ton of new construction for market-rate 
condos and apartments. I worry that we will outprice 
some of the diversity that this neighborhood currently 
enjoys.  I’m also concerned that the prevalence of 
housing above our business/nightlife areas will lead to 
noise disputes.

The new buildings going popping up on the Hill are 
generic--especially at the street level.  While I am 
pleased that places like Vivace and Dilettante have 
managed to hold on, if one stands at Mercer and looks 
down Broadway (for example from near the new Brix 
development) it is difficult to visually distinguish the 
retail without the help of sandwich boards.  Design 
should give greater freedoms to retailers.  Also, much 
of the new retail space created is designed for massive 
stores/restaurants and leaves no possibility for smaller 
entrepreneurs to open retail establishments with a 
more modest footprint (something that used to be the 
cornerstone of the retail along Broadway).

some of the new residential construction has been very 
well designed to fit into the scale and style of the existing 
historic construction, some are too big, too modern, and 
too expensive.

Views and sunlight are retreating along Broadway.  Some 
businesses had to close because of redevelopment.

less affordable condos for families (i.e. 2BR), some 
buildings in the past 10 years are just not in line with the 
aesthetics of the neighborhood.

The City and the neighborhood should be cautious as 
development rightfully continues to happen so that the 
comfortable scale and character of the neighborhood 
isn’t diluted or lost. The development on the northeast-
end of Broadway is a good example of how to do it right 
and should set a benchmark for what happens on the 
staging area for the light-rail. SCCC could also be better 
integrated into the streetscape.

I checked “housing” because of concerns about 
higher rents affecting the “funky” character of the 
neighborhood, which we really like.

Housing keeps going up (w/o consideration of present 
economic trends), more corporate “feel” to the Hill, 
no new buildings that encourage community values 
(art,individuality) I enjoy.

Stop tearing down existing buildings so that you can build 
taller buildings with no character or charm. This is trully 
killing Capitol Hill.

There are always good things and bad things. I am NOT 
looking forward to the 24/7 trucks that will be hauling 
away soil for the light rail station.

Chain stores! HUGE EMPTY RETAIL SPACE.  On 15th Ave 
E and 12th Ave E there has been unoccupied retail space 
for over a year.  It is so frustrated as a resident to watch 
them put up an ugly building, throw in a one huge retail 
component below, then not fill it cause it’s so expensive! 
There should be regulations against this practice. It is so 
harmful to the community.

Too many cookie cutter condos.

Other than Seattle Central, I know of no other community 
centers in the area.

New cheap-shit condos and related developments.
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Safety, as in agressive panhandling and drug dealing 
which the police fail to deal with.

It is unbelievable that you can’t take one bus from 
Capitol Hill to the International District. Link will solve 
that, but seven years is a long time to wait.    In the 
draft status report, on page 1, it boasts, “As part of the 
City of Seattle’s Broadway Revitalization Strategy, the  
City passed two ordinances in 2005 reducing parking 
requirements  and changing land use and zoning 
regulations in the Broadway  district.” I can’t see how 
REDUCING parking requirements is an achievement for 
neighborhood development -- parking has always been a 
reason not to go to Capitol Hill.

There have been no major changes to transportation in 
the neighborhood since I’ve been here or even since I 
first visited Seattle. Yes, the Light Rail will be here soon, 
but that only really affects those who are moving about 
the city, not the neighborhood. The streetcar could be a 
major improvement to mobility in the neighborhood as 
well as a means to guide re-development in the future. 
The quality of the new buildings in the area is a concern 
as they have gotten too large and are cheaply built. 
They may satisfy the demand at the moment, but they 
are saddling the neighborhood (and city) with a future 
burden (in say 50-60yrs). The new branch library is nice, 
but not really “part” of the community. It seems to hidden 
and hyper-local, and I even live within 5 minutes walking. 
The lack of a community center is evident, though the 
light rail station would provide an excellent location in 
terms of visibility and access. Streetscape improvements 
have occurred, but some seem temporary (think bike 
parking camped out in car parking spaces on Broadway) 
and others are more beautification than anything 
of substance. Cars still travel way too fast in heavily 
pedestrian-oriented areas.

Buying a house/condo on a single person income remains 
unaffordable. Crime has increased in the past year.

The Cap Hill Branch Library is great, as is the Miller Park 
Community Center. That said, it’s obvious we need more 
community meeting spaces for important events and 
gatherings about vital neighborhood issues. Few people 
have sizeable living rooms and fewer have the money for 
expensive room rentals.    We have many lovely existing 
buildings on the Hill, from old single family houses to first 
generation apartment buildings to construction from our 
old Auto Row. A few of the new construction buildings 
are nice and fit in well with the neighborhood - the Agnes 
Lofts, the Brix, and CHHIP’s Broadway Crossing. But this 
seems to be the exception to the rule. Though Capitol 
Hill is an eminently desirable development location, 
developers are not universally respectful of the vibrant 
and eclectic neighborhood they are building in. Because 
that is the case, it seems we need to put rules in place to 
ensure that new development adds to the neighborhood 
instead of substracting from it.     We need better transit 
service and we don’t have enough affordable housing.  By 
affordable, I mean to everyone from below 20% to about 
60% of median income.  Those 70% and above seem to 
get along just fine by themselves.

Housing seems less affordable on the hill now, newer 
developments either serve demographics that are served 
by SHA, or are more than most single person households 
can afford with little in between.  Need to see more 
workforce housing! Like everywhere, we’ve also seen lots 
of that generic townhome development that doesn’t fit 
the neighborhood character. Broadway doesn’t seem like 
it’s evolved in the last number of years, new businesses 
don’t necessarily seem to fit neighborhood character.

Construction projects that have been completed in the 
last few years seem to not be very small-business friendly. 
Many of the retail spaces are MASSIVE and not realistic 
for small, local business.

I am sad that Broadway is loosing its unique character to 
expensive high rise development.

Safety is a big issue on capitol hill.  There seems to be an 
increase in bias related crimes, and I do not feel that the 
City is doing enough to address this situation.

I don’t want to live someplace yuppified and with less soul 
- I live here b/c of the gay/alternative vibe and losing that 
means losing Capitol Hill.
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I am a property manager and we have had several acts of 
vandalism in the last few weeks; generally the streets are 
not well lit and it can be very dark in the neighborhood.  
Stabbing in Volunteer Park in July (?) was also upsetting.  
I don’t find the new construction to be in an architectural 
style that works with some of the older buildings and it 
is very typical of “new mixed-use” developments.  More 
interest paid to what gets built here, as we want it to be 
around for a long time so should be quality design, too!

Road quality and maintenance is deplorable. The worst 
aspect of this is when some city departments do a little 
work and bad patch jobs, then residents must suffer for a 
year or more before DOT comes along and cleans up the 
patches. That’s a waste of resources and shameful for the 
city. Public transportation, even in the heart of the city, is 
spotty and can be unreliable and uncomfortable. The bad 
roads make taking public transportation worse.

I do not love the endless construction on Broadway, but I 
am looking forward to the light rail.

Parking.  They also need to pave 24th from Aloha down to 
520.

I feel less safe at night - bars on Olive & Brdwy put 
lots of drunks onto side streets with noise, vandalism, 
traffic incidents (driving through traffic circles). This 
neighborhood has a remarkably high 85% rental units! 
We need more owners of hsg rather than bdg more low-
income rentals. There is remarkable lack of evidence to 
support such claims.

Parking is very limited, especially in residential areas.  Too 
much intimidating crime, such as theft, hate crimes, etc.  
Housing is VERY expensive and rises every year.  Would 
be GREAT to have a swimming pool facility nearby (such 
as in Miller Community Center).  It also would be nice 
to have more meeting spaces and a larger performance 
space.

Gangs are moving into the Capital Hill area. Crime is rising 
and the streets are getting much more dangerous.

Most displeased about some of the same things I am 
most pleased about.  Cal Anderson Park has been a great 
improvement but am not satisfied, we need much more 
open space.  Like the density of buildings and many of the 
older buildings and some of the new, but too many of the 
new are horribly designed.

I wish parks had more seating and gathering areas.

Area around SCCC does not feel safe in the evening/night.  
Our students at SCCC have great difficulty finding and 
affording parking near the college.  It discourages some 
from attending our program at the college.

I am unhappy to see the vacant lots and unfinished/
abandoned buildings.

Used to love Cal Anderson Park but have found myself 
reluctant to go there lately because of all the transients/
homeless in the park, some of whom have approached 
me when I’m there... just can’t relax and enjoy the park 
anymore because I have to be on guard.  Also feeling 
less comfortable walking around the neighborhood by 
myself (I’m female), especially after dark.  A few eye-sore 
run-down buildings really detract from the areas they 
are in.  It’s too bad because most of the buildings in the 
neighborhood are really nice. Example of a bad one - the 
one on the corner of Bellevue and Pine. Smells like urine 
when you walk by, boarded up and covered with grafitti, 
sketchy characters hanging around often.

more bike lanes/bike amenities, pedestrian options and 
safety in construction zones, preservation of historic 
buildings

A larger police presence would be nice.

a lot of the new buildings lack luster.

I am most dissatisfied with PARKING! There is not enough 
street parking on my street Harvard Ave.

I don’t shop in my own neighborhood because of the 
extreme lack of parking, and the terrible traffic on 
Broadway.

Misuse of drugs and alcohol leading to unsafe conditions 
around Denny and Bellevue has made us likely to move 
to a new neighborhood.  Additionally, graffiti and alley 
garbage have become increasingly large problems.  And 
businesses that cater to subprime lending (check cashing 
stores, etc) are starting to pop up during the recession.  
Not a positive change.

the aesthetic of the new buildings is ruining the old 
character of the neighborhood

The rent is terribly inflated in this neighborhood.
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Many streetscape improvements not done, for 
example. Bicycle routes rudimentary at best. 
East residential core rezone study not done. 
Sustainabilty CC5 not acted on.

Like I mentioned previously, the goals and vision 
of the Capitol Hill Neighborhood Plan has been 
largely ignored by the City for these past ten 
years. Many of the goals and visions then are the 
same now because those goals and visions were 
not implemented.

The only part of the strategies not being met 
very well is the focus on improving Olive Way, 
it’s seems to be a bit forgotten. I almost feel that 
the Parking Management Plan strategy should 
be removed or lowered in importance as the 
neighborhood thrives on it’s pedestrian traffic, 
and with the addition of light-rail, I think parking 
space could be better used as public space or new 
housing.

The Keystone project did not come out as well 
as hoped. We need more pedestrian amenities 
along Olive Way for it to be a better business 
corridor.

Cal Anderson Park stands out as a startling 
achievement, creating an invaluable space that is 
universally loved.   
Beyond that the plan has produced decidedly 
mixed results.  More businesses, but also 
more generic permanent structures (Like the 
Walgreens on 15th, which will never look like 
anything but a cheap ugly drugstore).  More 
density, but frequently in buildings which won’t 
last and don’t contribute anything.  Light rail is 
great, although the looming prospect of what will 
be built above the station is very troubling.

As stated earlier, the park looks awesome.

I try to be involved but don’t hear much about 
how to have influence. Mostly seems hopeless 
because by the time I hear about a lot - the plans 
are already approved.

Most things are being achieved.

Cal Anderson is great!

A) Much of the historic context is getting lost along Broadway, 
and while the development is still in flux, the cultural aspect 
of this business hub is by no means thriving. B) While Seattle 
Central is an asset for the community, it’s presence on Broadway 
continues to be imposing and a black eye that sucks the energy 
out of Broadway’s retail district and streetscape--it is essential 
that the Sound Transit development work with the Community 
College to address this issue. C) How is the City working to 
support and plan for the future growth of the Capitol Hill 
Commercial Corridors?

I think the Plan vision of a vibrant commercial/residential district 
is there on 15th and parts of 12th by Madison, but Broadway is 
flagging behind. The businesses are a mixed bag already and it 
seems like the Sound Transit construction may make things worse 
before they get better.

Seems most of the major points have been addressed. Broadway 
is still a drag on the Hill, but the economic  and market analysis 
has been completed -- it nows needs to be acted upon.

Parts of Broadway are lively--parts are scummy and likely to get 
worse during the light rail construction period. In housing starts, 
new, minimally designed condos sprang up in numbers that far 
outweighed demand in a heavily renter-weighted community.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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I think that the increase in development should usher in 
more vitality in the Broadway area, but I worry that much 
of the neighborhood is losing its accessibility to a large 
portion of the demographic due to the high prices of 
newer condos.  We need to balance affordable apartment 
complexes with owner-occupied high-end condos.

Too little effort is being put into low-income housing, 
and those that are seem ill-conceived (ex. rooming 
house at 23rd & Thomas 90-168 sq ft rooms with bath, 
communal kitchens, between $500-600 per month, does 
not constitute affordable, comfortable living).  More 
emphasis is placed on retaining the atmosphere of the 
structures, when what really makes a neighborhood 
livable is who resides there.

Key strategy points A, B, C, & E are all focused on 
business and commercial interests, whereas residential 
interest feels like an afterthought in strategy point D.  
This is is a huge imbalance.  The focus on business and 
commercial interests will affect who is able to afford to 
live, work, and shop on Capitol Hill.  There needs to be 
a more balanced focus that includes BOTH residential 
and commercial interests.  The two are incredibly 
interconnected (see my comments in survey question 
#2).  As it stands, the current model for business and 
commercial growth on Capitol Hill is catering to high-
income clientele, displacing low-income community 
members.

I think that strategy B., the south anchor district plan, is 
so far the one that’s been the best executed, but since 
construction on Link just began this spring, there are still 
many ways for it to go wrong. I’m neutral about A and C, 
disappointed in D, and very disappointed in E.

because the quality of the vision doesnt match with the 
ideas. better architects and better funding are needed.

housing just keeps getting more expensive and more 
and more people i know are moving south or giving up a 
significant portion of their modest incomes to live here

I don’t know what you mean when you say “”my”” vision 
and key strategies.  What I think needs to be done is not 
being done particularly well.

The planning department has no teeth to enforce the 
plan.

In particular, it feels like Broadway hasn’t gotten the right 
kind of attention.

little action on most items in the plan adoption matrix, 
very little focus from city on tracking progress

Cal-Anderson park is amazing, a great spot for the 
community to meet, gather, and relax together.  Aside 
from that, I see the changes in the neighborhood to be 
quite negative:  artists, queer people, lower income folks, 
musicians being forced out of the neighborhood because 
they can no longer afford it AND possibly even more 
importantly, do not wish to be a part of an “”arts district”” 
that values cookie-cutter style architecture and expensive 
high-rise condos over the places and spaces where art 
truly happens:  in homes & on the streets.

I believe the core business and transit plans still fit but 
consideration must be made to maintain the character 
and welcoming, open attitude of capitol hill as ambitious 
housing projects are planned, bringing more people to 
this neighborhood.

I think safety could be improved. Not just the crime 
issues, but there is a severe distrust of police in this 
neighborhood.

“”maintain diversity”” is mentioned at least twice, that is 
not happening.

The area is becoming more densely populated although 
households are still mostly one person.

Some of the targeted growth in the Urban Center/Village 
Resid. Growth Report has exceeded target, and many of 
the unique qualities of the neighborhood has disappeared 
with that growth.  It would be nice if large developments 
incorporated more open/green space so they do not look 
like large imposing blocks.

The park has been built, the business corridors are 
thriving, the north anchor area seems to be coming along 
despite the crappy building at the “”keystone”” and I 
don’t care about the parking plan.

Seems pretty successful to me.

I understand the need for growth and development but 
their needs to be character and uniqueness included. All 
the new developments look like huge boxes. How can 
there be a lively arts scene when the artists can not afford 
to live in the neighborhood.

More Buses, more frequently to more places!!!
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not sure if you mean your “”2009 Status Report”” pdf 
thing. not sure that this document fully reflects the plans, 
it really seems to mostly reflects the business interests. 
It is interesting to note which project you highlighted 
on the list on the right, most are of interest to and 
benefit the business community, and while we love our 
business community and want them to succeed, they 
are not, by the themselves, the whole of capitol hill. 
there are like over 10,000 people living in just the urban 
village boundaries, and at least another 5,000 just a few 
blocks outside it, and a lot of us shop at stores off the hill 
because the stores on the hill don’t offer what we want to 
buy.  come on, if Rainier Valley and Ballard can support a 
Radio Shack, why can’t Cap Hill (for instance).

The problem is not the night life culture.  As you can see 
the majority of people are those that love the night life, 
(ages 25-35). So ordinances that are put into place to 
discourage bar behavior are pointless. The problem is 
that we are losing our art centers, open dance places, to 
high raise buildings that do not produce art, culture or 
overall intelligence.  I think the city wastes money like 
on the public restroom that cost us $2million instead 
of creating a homeless space.. give them a recreational 
room to hang out in and go to the bathroom and shower.  
We cant keep ignoring or pushing away these problems. 
or creating lousy policy that entices no one.  Give grants 
to business owners who help their neighbors by providing 
food or restrooms for the homeless or clothing stores 
that give them clothes or shoot .. create a giving society 
and a giving neighborhood.  Stop trying to police people 
but incentivize  them and reward them for doing good.

The Broadway business district is still fragile--the new 
buildings should help, but there’s still work to do.  The 
15th Avenue business district seems to be holding up 
better (though we lost our used book store recently and 
nothing has filled that space).

Sidewalks still need help on 15th.

the ‘mixed use complex at north end of bwy’ has not 
materialized; nor the emerging arts district in pike/pine. 
Transit services have not improved (especially for getting 
to transit hub like Montlake station)

As outlined in the document, I think it is doing well, 
however drug problem was not mentioned in document 
and it cannot be overlooked as a major issue for growth.

Parks aren’t being found/funded; housing diversity has 
decreased.

Commercial plans seem to be at least moderately 
successful.  I think there is just about exactly as much 
parking as necessary, and there shouldn’t be any more 
than necessary because with limited amounts of space, 
people are more important than cars.  Residential plans 
are doing poorly.  Townhomes and condos are too 
expensive for many people (like myself) and don’t have 
character.  The neighborhood would be better off with 
the old houses and smaller apartment buildings.

I think we have become more dense, and reduced parking 
(both goals of CH), but we have lost the quality of life 
we had 15 years ago. More buildings jammed into the 
streetscape that don’t provide a respite for the eye or the 
spirit, and block views of the mountains and Sound that 
once were privy to everyone just by walking down the 
street.

I haven’t looked into them sufficiently to make a call on 
that.

The neighborhood is being relatively well served 
by transportation - buses, future light rail, bike and 
pedestrian. Housing costs have gone up considerable, 
but that’s true just about everywhere. Most of my 
reservations are about the design aspects of new 
architecture in the area. We’re losing a lot of the old 
commercial storefronts and the building that replace 
them are just awful.

Things seem ok now, but it is more about what goes 
on in the future. If new construction keeps in character 
and is affordable enough for the people who make this 
character. The neighborhoods character is in the people 
as much as anything else, how do you plan to keep them 
living here? I don’t have a car, a lot of people don’t, so I 
am more interested in a decent sidewalk and a good bike 
lane.

The business districts describe all seem to be doing well.  
Some new residential development has been positive 
although some townhouse designs have not fit well into 
the character of the neighborhood.  Some townhouses 
have negatively affected the street-scape due to high 
fences and unattractive driveways.  The parking situation 
still has a long way to improve as evidenced by excessive 
“”circling”” of drivers looking for parking in the evenings.

Yay, light rail!

New buildings could use more personality
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Light Rail is going along smoothly it seems (not sure why 
the whole block had to be torn down 2 years prior to any 
actual ground breaking?). North end of Broadway looks 
great! SCC area has potential. Pike/Pine and 15th are 
awesome.

Housing is still not very affordable.  New housing 
developments are removing existing buildings which 
could provide affordable residences, and replacing them 
with luxury priced housing.

they are slowly coming along, like most things, they take 
tons of over planning.

The creation of Cal Anderson is wonderful. The missed 
opportunity at the head of Broadway will haunt the 
neighborhood for a while (Kinkos... really?). The increased 
density and focus of development through zoning is too 
determined by cars and arterials, rather than thought 
about from the pedestrian perspective. Commercial 
along Broadway would be greatly enhanced by mid-block 
crossings, places to sit and more bike racks.

I’m just not sure how well they can be achieved when 
we still have (and likely will forever) have dead areas at 
Bonny Watson and SCCC.  We basically have a dead zone 
for two blocks in the middle of a business area.  Also, 
why is there a strategy for a “”Parking Management 
Plan””?  Why not a “”Transportation Management Plan””?  
I thought the goal was to get people out of their cars?  
I think we’d have enough sidewalk space in the core 
business areas if we got rid of street parking and put in a 
few levels of underground parking as part of the next few 
of developments.

We’re making progress! Economy stalled more 
revitalization along Broadway business district, but 
Capitol Hill Chamber still making great progress.

More emphasis on safety, parks, and owner residential 
units needed. Realistic height restrictions should be 
lowered & view corridors preserved!

Still not 100% pedestrian oriented. The sidewalks along 
Broadway are too narrow.

In terms of the plan, there has been some success, 
although the bottom falling out of the economy has 
made it difficult.  On the other hand, Capitol Hill is part of 
downtown and the lack of an urban center plan is evident.

The Parks are great as is the library; I have found 
Broadway to be less successful and consider it a long-
term work in progress. I don’t believe there will be a true 
improvement until a more total vision for the retail is 
implemented and the TOD is built. I am disappointed by 
the fact that the buildings at the TOD site were razed so 
far ahead of when development will likely occur. It will be 
tough to live with this for the next 1/2 decade+.

Some of the quirky and interesting businesses that used 
to make Capitol Hill vibrant, interesting and unique are 
being lost in the name of “”development””.  The removal 
of businesses and housing in the Pike and Pine corridor 
is an excellent example of this.  Many businesses and fun 
restaurants and clubs were destoyed to make way for the 
building of condos.  These condo plans have now been 
scrapped, leaving a large hole in place of what used to be 
a busy commercial and apartmented area.

It seems like we’re heading in the right direction. I think 
time will tell with the light rail build out. Seattle Central’s 
section of Broadway is still awfully dreary and could use 
more trees!

Lid on reservoir

One simple proof: From the Plan: “”These opportunities 
include a new mixed-use cultural and commercial 
complex at the north end of Broadway (at the eystone 
site at Broadway and E Roy Street).”” Complete 
unqualified failure. Ample, similar, obvious failures are 
throughout the plan.

I do not see a business and cultural center developing 
for the “”North Anchor”” of Broadway.  There is only 
sporadic commercial and residential development at 
the “”South Anchor””, although the new Link station 
will probably encourage a lot more development in the 
future.  Commercial corridors have declined and become 
less vibrant.  Residential districts have declined and there 
is a lack of owner-occupied housing.

For North Anchor District- very Poorly. The ‘Keystone’ site 
that was a priority for high quality development instead 
got an embarrassingly ugly new building that mocks 
the lovely neighboring buildings, and the Library (a 
handsome building) was located out of the way. No light 
rail station for this district.  

Pedestrian crossings on Olive Way were called out still 
need improvement from I-5 to Broadway.
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We still want a vibrant small business community, 
affordable housing for all, more parks and open space, 
and development that improves and fits in well with the 
rest of the neighborhood. I think the only thing that has 
changed significantly is that the neighborhood’s attitude 
on parking has changed somewhat - we still need parking, 
but we need good pedestrian and bicycling corridors and 
better transit service more.

Need to focus on character and building preservation as 
well as community gardens and open space. I like the Bell 
St Boulevard idea of using ROW for gardens and open 
space. Also, need to prioritize some public views since we 
are on a hill that allows for many.

The biggest change is the long term trend toward a more 
pedestrian and bicycle environment with fewer cars; DPD 
has reduced it’s parking requirements, other cities are still 
far ahead in planning for self-contained, walking/biking/
transit based cities and neighborhoods.  Especially once 
lightrail arrives there will be less reason than ever for car 
parking and more need for Pedestrian and bike space, 
wider sidewalks, bike lanes, and street greening.

These strategies remain vague and do not adequately 
address the Broadway’s suffering retail corridor.  Many 
of these strategies leave too much to chance when there 
are several large institutions that have a great deal of 
control over the future of this thoroughfare and need to 
be brought into help execute these strategies.

Some of the rebuilding has made the neighborhood lose 
some of its character.

I think it’s important to boost density, more than 
previously thought, but in a manner both affordable and 
appropriate to the neighborhood’s character.

I think we need to focus on getting help for the mentally 
ill people and substance abusers in the neighborhood. If 
we don’t do that, no one’s going to be walking around or 
visiting the businesses.

Need to focus on the impacts and opportuinties 
associated with light rail.  Also need to consider the 
planned streetcar.

See comment above.

I really can’t be sure.

Maybe the idea is that when Link is completed, people 
will be able to park elsewhere and take the train to 
Capitol Hill. Again, even if that ends up working out that 
way, that’s seven years out. Plenty of time for the existing 
business strips to go bust due to lack of parking.

Again, my notions are still a priority for me, but I can’t 
say if they are for others.  The Neighborhood plan I read 
before doing this survey said some nice things, but I don’t 
see a lot of action backing them up.

Our unique urban neighborhood needs to be nurtured, 
not dismantled.

In particular, parking management and transit will 
continue to be paramount.

I think there needs to be a larger focus on affordable 
housing and job creation. Being able to work and live 
in the same neighborhood would relieve a lot of traffic 
congestion and likely positively impact the parking issues 
we have.

It is assumed that the “”residential district plan”” is 
not working, because of the failure to maintain livable 
accommodations for diversity, other than section 8 
housing.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so
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need light rail/streetcar sooner.

15th Avenue East is a neighborhood scaled shopping 
district.  Please maintain current scale and not have it 
look like the drive east on Madison or blocky looking like 
the new condo Brix.

There needs to be some major planning for what goes on 
top of the light rail station. It would be a disaster for it to 
end up a block-long condo monster ala the old QFC site. 
There should be room for publicly accessible views of the 
park from the building(s) and from Broadway. At least a 
restaurant/cafe over-looking the park. 
Otherwise, the plans seem to say, “”divide up the 
neighborhood into smaller areas, now make these areas 
good.”” Who can argue with that? Again, I don’t really 
care about the parking plan. If a business has room for 
parking, they will probably try to build it, but I don’t think 
the plan needs to be encouraging them.

I would put affordable housing towards the top of the list 
now.

KEEP OUR LOCALLY OWNED & GAY/BI/Trans/Lesbian 
oriented businesses thriving!

So, what vision and strategies are you referring to?  The 
ones in the actual plan or the ones in your 2009 status 
report?  Overall I have not seen much done for the arts, 
and not much for low-income and social services on the 
hill, and those are in the plan.  To a large extent what 
has been focused on has been development, economic 
vitality of the broadway (and pike/pine) business corridor, 
and public safety. By the way, we are still waiting for our 
dedicated fully-funded East Precinct bicycle squad.

I think there should be more emphasis on walking/
cycling.

some things changed: no north Broadway rail station, 
unexpected growth in Pike/Pine and 12th St., more 
people willing and desiring to live without cars

I think we need more emphasis on what should happen 
around the light rail station now that it is funded.

Some priorities are the same, but transit changes 
(especially the streetcar) make the need to update a 
reality.

I am unsure at this point how much of a positive the light 
rail stop on Broadway is going to be and is there just 
going to be a hole in the ground for the next 16 years till 
then?

would like to find a way to support small neighborhood 
businesses - on 15th some merchants getting bigger - 
would like to find way to support diff types of business

many of the parks initiatives appear to be going through 
quite nicely. However, I feel that the northern part of 
Broadway is losing some of it’s historic character due to 
the new building projects.

I think we embrace density since we are the most dense 
neighborhood. But at what cost? We need to insist that 
developers give something back to communities in which 
they are building. Visionary design that respects the 
public right of way, and does not create blockades and 
concrete walls. Work within the existing environment 
when creating new housing and development.

I haven’t lived here long enough or been involved 
enough with the government end to know how much the 
priorities have remained the same. I think people who live 
here still value their neighborhood. Does a new developer 
have the same interests or are theirs more capitalistic. Is 
the city government more interested in preserving the 
environment of the hill, or in being friendly to developers.

Sure, these are all still important

We need to address and support the growth in Pike/Pine 
and down 12th Ave. I live and 15th and Pine and we need 
some public space and general community building in this 
area. I also thing the affordable space for arts and culture 
organizations is a huge issue for our neighborhood. I’d 
hate to loose the vibrancy and creativity of the area.

Parking availability is not a priority.  It is normal for 
street parking to be scarce in walkable neighborhoods.  
Residents should have priority over visitors for the 
allocation of scarce street parking.

many priorities are the same, but a lot of redevelopment 
has occurred and things need to be updated.
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Some opportunities have been missed and won’t 
present themselves again for a long time. The planned 
streetcar and light rail station should be central to the 
next iteration of the Neighborhood Plan. The Pedestrian 
Master plan improvements should also be incorporated. 
Zoning should reflect both of these changes and be 
reconsidered from a pedestrian perspective to encourage 
a walking environment. The outlook of the Neighborhood 
Plan and Zoning code does not seem to recognize the 
importance of creating an environment with the capacity 
for change.  Commercial space may be overbuilt in 
some areas, or not necessary in others at the moment, 
but important in the long term. Our buildings should 
reflect these and create spaces that can accommodate 
residential, live work and commercial spaces to allow 
for future changes to the neighborhood. Planned school 
closures also provide an opportunity for community 
space or space for NPOs in the near term, while retaining 
an option for the City to reopen them in the future.

residential plan appears to have been all about expensive 
condos

Bldg heights are too high with too much density 
- eliminates view corridors and livelable feel of 
neighborhood. If developers are allowed to build higher, 
there must be a set back from the street to keep a 
liveable environment. If bldgs are built from plot line to 
street front, lower heights are necessary. Urban planners 
appear to have been coerced by developers. In contrast, 
the use of townhome mix (up to 3 stories) has worked 
well to increase density and preserve quality character of 
neighborhood.

The planning commission is too closely aligned with 
developers.  Having slick high rise condos isn’t necessarily 
an improvement.  These buildings are often lack character 
and livability.  Multi-income mixed use planning serves 
the Capitol Hill residents better.  I would hate for Capitol 
Hill to become the slick, soulless thing that Belltown has 
become

I think the design standards for the neighborhood should 
evolve to encourage high-quality design that enhances 
the neighborhood.  Much focus should also be placed on 
the Link station and the development which will happen 
there.
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housing and services to a broader population

the goals in the NP

Green space, pedestrians, and encouraging grassroots 
community efforts.

12th Ave as a neighborhood connector street 
Housing affordability and supply 
Appropriate density and use around the LINK station 
Encouragement of art and live-work uses 
Mobile-food vending

Old building preservation and re-use (apartments and old 
homes)

Cleaning up drug use, public drunkenness, and graffiti.

Safe bike lanes (wider, not next to lanes of parked cars) 
Small retail spaces (including VERY small for vendors and 
small startups). 
More home sizes (including extra small) in new rental/
condo units to ensure economic diversity. 
Raising expectations for the upcoming TOD leases on 
Broadway. 
Street narrowing as on Bell in Belltown 
A Master Plan for 12th ave

Transit

retail economic development, public safety, preservation 
of neighborhood character and historic elements and 
planning for nightlife.

Transportation and police presence.

Safety of the residents.

Housing affordability and mass transit

pike/pine

transportation and parking, and safety/security on the 
streets.

Encouraging unique, small businesses to the Hill; 
keeping Cal Anderson park safe and cleaned up; keeping 
Broadway safe.

safety

traffic   parking

The Link station, mentioned in the report, will make or 
break Broadway. If it becomes unseemly/unsafe with 
a nearby lack of density, the station could negatively 
impact Cal Anderson park, which today feels very much 
like a community gathering space. Businesses should be 
zoned near the Link station that help the community and 
provide good foot traffic to the area to keep it from being 
a dead zone.

transportation, transportation, transportation (non-bus). 
Plus neighborhood preservation of historic buildings, 
smart development of higher density, affordable rental 
residences with design oversight. Better bicycle lanes on 
more streets.

More contemporary building design, and increased street 
scape improvements such as those happening on Pine. 
Help Broadway . . . .

Residential services. This includes better sidewalks, more 
controlled crosswalks, more parking and police emphasis.

Walkability (and bike-ability) and the ability of the city to 
maintain infrastructure--streets and sidewalks all over the 
Hill are in terrible shape.

diversification, low income housing, affordable food, 
more libraries, parks, public spaces.

Creating workable solutions to how to keep/increase 
affordable housing units in the area.  

More public spaces to increase the community feel of 
the neighborhood (perhaps a more permanent home for 
the farmer’s market; turning more of the side streets into 
single lane, one-way streets with a pea patch strip;

Clean and safe public realm, both sidewalks and parks 
Compable residential infill 
Broadway business district - economic vitality and 
diversity.  Need more businesses that cater to the day-to-
day needs of residents.  Like a hardware store. 
Pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.  It’s not enough to 
paint sharrows and biek lanes on the road if the road is so 
rough that it is difficult to ride on.  While lane markings 
are OK, they must be accompanied my pavement 
improvements and maintenance (Sweeping frequently to 
remove glass and other debris)

Satisfaction from people living in the neighborhood.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Low-income rentals (of decent size), preservation of 
community (not just structures)

increasing low income housing, business diversity, and 
community centers.

Preserving historical buildings, providing affordable 
housing.

the design aesthetic of new buildings going up and how 
they relate to the older buildings surrounding it.  This is 
where the character in a neighborhood comes from.

Thought-provoking open discussions in the context of the 
purpose of neighborhood planning. Why should be care? 
How could they actually make a difference? Explain how 
the process works - really (e.g. Planning Meetings are not 
really for brainstorming)

Keeping housing affordable, keeping an artistic cultural 
community.

Housing affordability and transportation. It doesn’t make 
sense to exclude condos from your charts about owner-
occupied residences, since a majority of those are condos 
these days.

general appearance of things... not looking like bellvue 
or a cookie cutter style approach. parking for residents.  
saving older usable space.

Affordable housing, affordable small (non-corporate 
chain) business space, bettter routes 9 and 60 bus service 
to connect Capitol Hill with South Seattle neighborhoods 
beyond daytime hours.

Arts space and affordable housing.

Giving true regulatory oversight to SOMEONE to ensure 
that the neighborhood plans aren’t uniformly ignored.

Affordable housing.  Solutions (not punishment) for 
homelessness and poverty.  Solutions for ending 
crime and violence.  Tracking LGBTQ population in the 
neighborhood as the changes continue to find out how 
the demographic changes.

-housing affordability 
-cheaper commercial rentals/ more opportunities for 
small businesses 
-bike/walking trails connecting capitol hill to other 
neighborhoods 
-improving road conditions...good for cyclists and cars 
-new bus routes

parking, safety, and affordability

maintaining the historic character of Capitol Hill, 
continuing to provide truly affordable housing, and 
ensuring that all residents feel safe and comfortable 
being out in the neighborhood.

Job creation, affordable housing. With job creation, 
creating more local, small business

Maintaining or restoring historic buildings (like B&O) 
while encouraging new development that embraces the 
history and culture of the area.

The arts, rent control (yes I am a dreamer).

Keeping a mix of different types of buildings. The trend 
toward mixed use (small shops with apartments above 
and parking below) is frustrating. Espcially when they are 
replacing existing buildings.

affordable housing, getting light rail and streetcar done 
ASAP, meaning pushing up construction schedule

Public safety, disrupting residental areas to 
accommodate transportation and business expansion

Character, creativity of neighborhoods to serve their 
constituents and invite visitors. Natural beauty and food 
production. Safety. Arts.

Uniqueness and diversity.  Providing incentives to 
keep some of the older, more historical structures so 
the area does not become bland and look like every 
other neighborhood.  Have some parking availability 
for shoppers that live slightly north of area so we can 
frequent the small businesses rather than head to the 
UVillage mall and major retailers to north.   More green 
space within developments.

What the heck is going to go on top of that light rail hole!

Safety and affordable/available parking
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Affordable housing, public transportation (rail and 
streetcars above all).

green space, public transporation, keeping historical/
landmarks of the neighborhood intact, affordable 
buyable housing for families.

For Capitol Hill, drug traffic and safety.  Would love to see 
more families in area.

housing affordability and public amenities such as open 
spaces.

SAFETY & public civility

Regulating developers, parks and rec

Transportation - with the underground rail. The SLUT is 
ridiculous - it’s another Monorail.

enforcing the darn neighborhood design guidelines - 
since we are going to get more redevelopment, can’t the 
buildings look decent?  and yes, we must be extremely 
vigilant about Sound Transit - so far so good, but we 
cannot trust them one bit. If we take our watchful gaze 
off of them they will screw the neighborhood, you can 
bet on it.  More focus on public safety, as you get more 
people into a denser space (which is a good thing) you are 
goign to need more police services, not less. and more 
police services that are on the street and on foot, not 
in cars.  and will there be any arts organizations left in 
capitiol hill?

crime prevention, cycling, walking

Transit and housing affordability!

researching status of items in plan adoption matrix, 
identifying incorrect predictions about future that were 
made when plan written, public outreach in general, 
and particularly: contacting and involving people who 
produced the plan

How people are doing and what is being created.  And the 
health of the population as well.

community events and projects

transit, parking

Encouraging the placement of small locally-owned one-
of-a-kind (non-chain) businesses.

Next steps

Safety. Esthetic. Supporting the arts.

Attracting and retaining a diverse (in ethnicity, lifestyles, 
and age) population, support of local businesses, 
restaurants, arts, pedestrian safety (especially at night), 
and addressing transportation and parking options.  In 
essence, making this neighborhood accessible, inviting, 
vibrant and resident/visitor friendly.

Hgihlighting items from the neighborhood plan--are they 
implemented or not?

Light rail.

Safety

safety, transportation (later buses)

Safety and crime. Cleaning up the drugs and gangs from 
the streets of Broadway.

Walkability/urban planning

Transportation, housing affordability and development 
patterns.

helping business during sound transit construction

Actual efforts at affordable housing.  Limiting the amount 
of construction at one time.

transportation, bike lanes, public safety, reducing chain 
stores

Maintaining the historic feel of the neighborhood and 
developing the parks and other outdoor areas. I’d like to 
see the newly paved light rail station location to be used 
heavily before it’s necessary to tear it up.

Character of neighborhood, community spaces, livability, 
resist the loss of unique local businesses that are replaced 
with chain stores that turn our neighborhood into a 
carbon copy of every other neighborhood. Ensuring 
architcture of new development is in keeping with the 
character of the neighborhood.  Ensuring that problems 
created in the neighborhood zone (parking) aren’t 
creating problems outside the neighborhood zone.

Safety, parking, new businesses.
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Development guidelines and regulations with teeth so 
that developers can no longer build “”junk”” buildings 
that degrade the landscape. Also on establishing view 
corridors so that we preserve what little views are left 
of the Olympics to the West, the downtown, and Space 
Needle. We should restrict buildings that create entire 
walls that block these natural amenities, whenever we 
can.

Safety, greenspace, supporting small businesses

development patterns, transportation networks, public 
amenities

Increasing density of the neighborhood while preserving 
a segment of affordability within the housing market

Public safety, gay bashings working with small 
businesses.

Supporting urban agriculture and other community-
supported food programs for our residents (such as 
p-patches, Urban Garden Share, Madison Market, etc.). 
Housing affordability, particularly as Light Rail enters the 
scene

Development between North and South Broadway and 
12th Ave.

Architectural continuity. Underground parking.

Public amenities and repair of sidewalks (but thanks for 
the work you have been doing -- looking good).  Control 
of night-time noise.

arts, street trees, less pavement, afforable housing

More focus on community events.

Keeping the hill affordable.

Development patterns an public amenities

Pedestrian safety and attractiveness of streets for 
walking

Unifying very disparate areas of the neighborhood - 
there are clear economic barriers between Capitol Hill 
residents, which creates unfortunate disparities.

Transit and parks

increased parking, increased affordable housing

affordable housing, diversity

preserving older buildings

Mentally ill and addicted homeless 
affordable housing 
affordable stores and restaurants 
green spaces 
sustainability

Affordable housing and enough parking.

attracting more core necessary businesses to the hill.  
Bakery, hardware store.  Reducing homeless population.

Economic availibity.

keeping us as a neigborhood

Recognizing that the Pike/Pine “”arts district”” includes 
many live music venues, which need protection from 
unreasonable government action undertaken on behalf of 
powerful interests.

historic preservation

quantitative information on the implementation of 
goals from the plan -what has been achieved and what 
gaps remain.  also what has changed since the plan was 
written?

Affordable housing, preservation of older architecture

projects which keep rents down, renters secure, and 
maintain the presence of non-profit, culture, and arts 
organizations and services

keeping all the neighborhoods identities as opposed 
to caving to money and cookie cutter establishments.  
transportation and expiditing the completion of these 
things

Safety; lowering housing costs, especially rentals.

The streetcar. Light rail station opportunities, specifically 
a community center. Pedestrian environments and ways 
to lessen the imprint of the car on our built environment.

Crime and safety.
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transportation networks

Covering all of the residents and workers in the city 
area. Technically I’m not included in the Capitol Hill 
demographic, even though by every other measure I live 
on Capitol Hill. (23rd and Republican.)

Increasing parking for retail. 
Safety throughout the hill. 
Traffic congestion (there will always be cars, so instead 
of reducing the number of cars a road will hold, explore 
ways of dealing with more cars). 
Homeless people on the street & in the park.  
Begging in front of retail businesses.

rental costs/affordability 
Maintaining higher percentage of residents long term 
supporting olive/broadway during the light rail 
construction 
Improving the economic redevelopment of the hill 
without losing neighborhood character.

safety, parks, lower bldgs, more townhomes.

attracting more businesses, developing more public 
space (especially on the west slope); building more 
housing options for families.

Creating new rental apartments

Low and moderate income housing.

retaining affordable, working family housing and TRUE 
diversity, road condition, bike access

the arts

safety and crime prevention

Housing seniors

redevelopment of the Broadway area

Livability.  For instance, the light rail station in Capitol 
Hill is moving forward,yet, ironically, the post office at 
the Corner of Broadway and Denny--literally across the 
street from what will be the Capitol Hill Light Rail Station 
is being closed next year.  Stupid, stupid, stupid.  It is 
IDEAL to have a post office next to a major transportation 
hub.  The City of Seattle should insist that the US Post 
Office remain at that location or obtain an equally 
geographically proximate site to the Capitol Hill Station.  
It only makes SENSE....  But then, I rarely see government 
do anything that is efficient or that demonstrates good 
sense.

More greenery in the urban corridors. I like the way 
Pine has changed recently in terms of making it more 
pedestrian friendly, but there was waaaay too much 
concrete used in the project. More artistic ways of dealing 
with this area would be great.

Preserving the unique character of broadway and the 
diversity of the community here.

New delelopment locations, permits, etc.

Cleaning up the streets, reducing poverty, making it more 
shopper friendly.

safey only because on the economy

Less government

public amenities, transportation, development patterns

development patterns, transportation networks, public 
amenities
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Which is it?  More or less?

the goals of the mayor and his cronies

Cars and Parking - the auto-centric plan for cities is 
obsolete and unhealthy.

Parking provision

Business needs.

Car parking

Restraining growth. I think we should set our sights 
higher for how much density Capitol Hill can handle.

north broadway

n/a

Building multi-family housing without a clear plan for 
how to accommodate additional residents.

Parking. Even as someone with a car, Capitol Hill needs 
more attention on public transportation instead of 
parking concerns.

Parking spaces - we don’t need more cars. We need more 
options

Business development. Businesses should take their own 
risks, they do not need more city help.

Housing development outside of preservation of older 
buildings and below-market-rate rental units.

condos, developers, rich yuppies and their needs. this city 
has catered to yuppies for too long.

Businesses and housing are important, but, how are those 
businesses and housing options affecting people already 
living here?

Condominiums

commercial spaces that cater to high-end clientele.

“”Planning Meetings”” - Regular people should be talking 
and then the planners compile that information, reflect 
it, get feedback...I don’t see any valuable information 
reeved from dead survey questions like these

new condos and townhouses

rampant high-income housing development

Knuckling under to short-sighted developers.

The private interest of developers with deep pockets and 
connected lobbyists.

-cars

Not sure.

Handing out building permits for huge, overpriced 
condominiums that do not fit or contribute to the existing 
community (but rather draw in the rich and global 
businesses)

What has been “”achieved”” so far

increasing parking

Putting in a street car!!

Catering to large, multinational corporations.

Car-based modes of transportation.

petty crime, small drug busts, etc.

making developers and the well-heeled richer & more 
comfy

in the future a bit less on spurring development and a bit 
more on controlling it and directing it, so it doesn’t finish 
destroying the neighborhood it is trying to market it’s 
80% above median income condos too.

housing affordability, parking

condescending introductory slideshow and outdated 
demographic information

Filling useless information.

parks, building new buildings

New building.

Parking

Building expensive apartments.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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“”Green”” building

housing affordability

new construction.

Cramming the largest possible building into every 
available space.

building apartments with no regard for architectural 
continuity.

I think we are doing a good job on keeping an eye on 
affordable and mixed use housing. Just make sure that 
what is built looks good!

Transportation (it is pretty good now I think)

Big developement

Not sure.

Parking. Cars take up a lot of space, as density increases 
they are just going to cause more trouble. Look at 
montreal or even New York. They both close streets to 
cars for blocks of time, or even permanently. It promotes 
community, lessens grid lock, and is good for the 
environment even.

transportation and housing affordability

Developing commercial districts - they seem to be doing 
fine

building expensive condos

architecture

We are doing a great job with transportation.

attracting childless affluent couples.

Transit.

Making street parking more available. 
“”Keystone”” which is just one more condo/retail 
building.

basic demographic data/current status of neighborhood 
with no comparison to data from the time the plan was 
created.

All-new construction

Cars and parking

demographics

Businesses hey’re doing well and I don’t see their success 
as the city’s responsibility.

Bicycles.

huge bldgs that swallow entire blocks without setback, 
open or green space. Rental or low income housing. 
This is unfair burden shifted from more affluent 
neighborhoods!

incentives for redevelopment of single-family homes into 
condos

new condos going up

condos

Residential District Plans works to increase housing

diversity and affordability,

zoning

social services which only attract people but fail to 
provide treatment for their problems.

Parking - we will NEVER have enough.

New development

destroying all the cool old buildings and putting up boring 
modern ones in their places.

more affordable houses to buy not rent

More government

demographics, housing affordability
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Tree loss statistics. Chains vs. local businesses stats.

Woefully inadequate outreach. This could be improved by an alliance 
between NPAC and neighborhood groups such as the Capitol Hill 
Community Council, Capitol Hill Stewardship Council, Capitol Hill 
Chamber of Commerce, CHHIP, BIA, etc.  The City is short on money 
right now, so I understand that they have a limited budget for outreach.  
But if they’re going to do this Update at all, they need to do it with the 
neighborhoods in order to do it right.

No emphasis on drug use, public drunkenness, and graffiti.

I would very much like to see disincentives for developers building up 
entire blocks - if an established owner already has a huge property 
perhaps they cannot be stopped, but it should be possible to restrict 
the scale of new developments to the outline of previous properties 
(If you purchase six buildings, you can build six larger ones, not one 
behemoth).  Many of us are in favor of variances for building heights 
rather than large lot sizes (examples of which can be found in some of 
the best urban neighborhoods).  Rows of tall, narrow, diverse buildings 
are much more interesting than block long behemoths, no matter how 
many colors of siding they employ.

Again, the retail makeup along broadway and the huge challenges we 
are facing with the Sound Transit delveopment and Seattle Central are 
not adequately addressed.

total cap hill plan

Numbers and types of mentally ill/substance abusers and impact on 
walkability, safety.

Lack of infrastructure improvements as pertains to sidewalks and 
pedestrian safety. Mass transit cannot be successful unless the 
sidewalks are passable, streets can be safely crossed and streets are 
well lit. Bus stops should be arranged so as to mitigate impact on 
pedestrian and vehicle traffic when the bus is at the stop, even if this 
means eliminating parking spots.

I don’t think the status reports fully take into account the lingering 
effects of the economic downturn. Safety and security are likely to 
become more and more pressing issues as social services are cut back, 
and unemployment stays relatively high. Because a significant portion 
of the Hill’s population is weighted toward service employees who rent, 
they are especially vulnerable to economic disruptions.

Increasing the number of community garden spaces...either in 
designated lots within the various neighborhoods, or reclaimed strips 
from making side streets into one way streets with only one lane of 
parking.

HOW are changes affecting people - how 
to offset negative elements?  Noise/
disruption from light rail we all know will 
be a problem, so, having an explicit plan in 
place helps (closing off Olive way I5 exit is 
necessary, etc).  Acknowledging problems 
and framing them in terms of solutions is 
better than not mentioning them!

See all of my previous comments.

Really, it would take me awhile to review 
and outline all this for you - not the purpose 
of a survey. I think you need some focus 
groups with in-depth interviews.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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My personal interest is in community gardening. I was on 
the waiting list for the Thomas Street P-Patch the entire 
time I lived on Capitol Hill. When I moved to Wedgwood, I 
got on the waiting list for Picardo Farm, and was assigned 
a plot in four months. The John & Summit P-Patch will 
help some, when they finally break ground and then 
complete it, but the demand for spaces on Capitol Hill 
is so great that it’s easy to believe that both Thomas St 
and John & Summit will wind up with waiting lists 2 to 3 
years long. Before I moved away, I was involved with the 
community group working on a plan for the new park 
at 16th and Howell, and our original vision of a p-patch 
got derailed by neighbors unwilling to walk 5 blocks to 
Cal Anderson to lie on the grass or take their kids to a 
playground, so it seems clear that Capitol Hill needs more 
parks of all kinds.

Since they’re being completed, it’s hard to say what 
gaps there might be.  All the graphs on the report I just 
read were entertaining, but they didn’t tell me anything I 
didn’t already know.

The plan itself, in a vacuum, is fine.  The problem arises 
because the planning commission has no real authority to 
implement it.  All your talk about community involvement 
is mere hot air.  Developers get to do as they please.  No 
one in city government has any real vision or fortitude to 
do what’s right.

The census used in the draft does not describe the reality 
of housing costs in Seattle. Rental costs are substantially 
higher than indicated on the census.

There is no discussion in the report about improving 
safety and diversity awareness as a public service.

There should be more emphasis on neighborhood safety. 
Something that I would also love to see is a larger focus 
on maintaining neighborhood identity. Many GLBT 
folks have left the neighborhood because of safety, 
affordability, as well as the loss of some GLBT businesses.

I would like more emphasis on safety and crime 
reduction.

Perhaps a “”busking licence”” for the homeless, you 
have a talent (music, art, etc) then here have a licence to 
actually sit down and make the Hill seem more creative 
while you beg for change, you don’t have a licence...move 
along. Also perhaps tie it to paying any fines or else it will 
be revoked, helping the homeless develope a income 
stream and force them to acknowlegde thier debts....
maybe??

Again, issue of drugs on Capitol Hill is completely 
overlooked!  I walk down Broadway with my toddler a 
few times a week to go to Cal Anderson and am constatly 
passing by junkies on street begging for change or selling 
drugs.

supporting local businesses that are diverse & non-
comformist

don’t get me started.  yes, the 2009 draft status report 
that currently is on your website seems to really cherry 
pick project of interest to “”special interests”” here on 
the hill. The library levy and parks levey projects had a 
lot more to them than the neighborhood plan, and while 
its okay you included them, lets talk about why it took 4 
years to get the rather sensible 3 hour parking time limits 
put in on the east side of cal anderson park.  and lets talk 
about the preservation of existing nightclubs as more 
redevelopment happens.

The draft status report is barely anything *but* a gap.  
It contains only: four paragraphs of “”vision””, single-
sentence overviews of the five key strategies from the 
plan, a list eight accomplishments without reference to 
items in the plan adoption matrix (this is the only part 
that could be considered a report of status), two pages of 
charts depicting census data from 2000 (nine years ago 
and just one year into plan implementation), and a map 
of the area.

What is the health of the people and the space?

I think some of the descriptions of accomplishments, 
especially about changes to the Land Use Code, are 
hard to understand if you are not a “”land use geek””.  
It would help to give examples of how some of the 
accomplishments translate into real improvements on 
the ground.  Also, maybe I missed it, but the addition of 
a park at 16th and Howell is a big step towards providing 
more open space and should be listed.

Current data.  2000 Census is too old.
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Capitol hill

It was written in 1998.

really need to heighten awareness of impact of ST 
construction on Bway businesses & residents

What are the “”revisions of height exceptions for specific 
situations””?  I know nothing about it, but I think height 
should be limited so as many people as possible can 
have some sort of view.  The feeling of being on a hill is 
important for everyone, not just those who can afford 
penthouses blocking everyone else.

more insight into situation on Broadway and plan for 
improvement; detail or at least awareness of the need 
for greater detail on impact of Light Rail station and 
redevelopment plan around the station (including 
parking)

Regarding the Olive Way commercial corridor, pedestrian 
safety needs major imporvement.  Many intersections are 
currently unsafe for crossing, which constricts movement 
in the area

I am not informed on the plan so can’t comment.

Capitol Hill is a center for bicycle transport but the 
roads are in very poor condition leading to unsafe riding 
conditions.  I suggest that important bicycle routes 
should be identified, signed, and kept better maintained.

see above

See my comments on the previous questions.

Not sure.

Cal Anderson is a great, heavily used park.  But it is 
completed.  There is a desperate need for pocket parks 
throughout the hill; REQUIRING those as functions of re-
development would benefit those of us that put up with 
the construction of high-priced rentals with no tangible 
benefits from them (only neg ones as our rents go up with 
“”gentrification””).

Failure to appreciate that emphasis on more low 
income housing and rental units will undo or destroy the 
improvements and gains made in past decade. Greater 
attention to those residents who DIRECTLY pay property 
taxes is needed!

The percentage of 2024 housing targets is not portrayed 
adequately or in a comprehensible manner. Capitol 
Hill is far exceeding the GMA, neighborhood plan and 
comprehensive plan targets.

Schools and facilities for children and teen-agers (both 
those at home and those not at home).

Don’t really know...

With Olive exit closed off the freeway for a year, is there 
some way the traffic can be more efficiently routed.

How interesting that the north end of Capitol Hill based 
on the Plan Map, containing some of the most expensive 
residential property in the city is oddly, magically even, 
excluded from the “”Urban Village””.  Looks like the most 
influential force on the plan is, shock, money.

The status report doesn’t show how well the 
neighborhood is achieving its housing and jobs targets 
and shows a historic trend of employment.  It doesn’t 
show the number of housing units.  The report also 
doesn’t explain the decline in employment in the Capitol 
Hill neighborhood from 2005 to 2007, as shown in the 
employment trend chart.



Status Check
Transcript of Central Area Questionnaire Responses

The Central Area Action Plan was adopted in 1998 and includes 
the 12th Avenue Urban Center Village and the 23rd Avenue @ S 
Jackson-Union and Madison-Miller Residential Urban Villages. 
The map shows the neighborhood plan and urban village 
boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

80

40

0

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

157 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/central/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Much improved but somewhat gentrified.

Some development, lots of new residents.

I live in the Madison Miller part of the Central Area, and 
our micro-hood had changed considerably in the years 
that I’ve lived there.  An increasing number of middle-
class families have moved into the neighborhood, so 
there are more kids playing on the sidewalk and needing 
schools.  At the same time, Deano’s/Club Chocolote City 
closed and subsequently the building was demolished 
in preparation for redevelopment which will hopefully 
happen once the economy improves.  The closure of that 
business in particular has greatly improved the security 
and safety of the neighorhood, as the drug dealers and 
prostitutes who frequented the area around 22nd and 
Madison have moved to other areas (unfortunately, 
the problem appears to have shifted only a few blocks 
away to 23rd and Union).  With these improvements in 
quality of life, gentrification has also resulted in lower-
income minority households being less able to pay rent 
or property taxes, and so many have moved out of the 
neighborhood.  Racial and economic diversity, which I 
see as a plus for the neighborhood, is unfortunately being 
lost.

Crime hasn’t improved, if anything is worse.

The neighborhood has changed in its makeup- both 
economically and racially.  There also appears to be a 
much larger bicycle commuting population.

The area has gentrified.  Providence has expanded and 
caused a lot more noise, traffic and parking issues.  12th 
Avenue has improved and become a place where we 
spend time.  The area is becoming more walkable.

- demographic shifts (ethnicity, income, etc.)  - new 
development, increasing density (e.g., townhouses), 
some tear-downs replaced with McMansions (million-
dollar homes in the Central Area!)  - new (e.g., Homer 
Harris) or improved (e.g., Powell Barnett) parks  - Dino’s is 
gone!!!

There’s more people total, less african american 
neighbors, and an increase in crime.

The positive changes I have noticed, related to the plan, 
are the addition and improvement to parks and the 
addition to the Douglass Truth library.

YES!

Well it was pretty ok in 2003 when we first moved here.  
we heard lots of stories about how bad the area was but 
that everyone was hopeful for the future.  The republicans 
ran the country into the ground and there was alot of 
animosity and a growing anger without an outlet.  The 
shootings increased dramatically and fortunately the 
police were good about getting the bodies off the grass.  I 
appreciated that.

The neighborhood seems more affluent.  Crime is down 
(with the exception of periodic waves) and housing prices 
have increased.  The neighborhood is concerned about 
safety and education.

More diversity plus businesses.  Walkablility has 
increased.

Getting a little more deveopled.  Cleaning up.

Not much has changed really with the exception of the 
work on 23rd.

Yes, the area has changed and improved, and I 
participated in the Neighborhood Planning process, as 
well have remained active with the stewardship comittee.

SU is doing a very good job of developing their campus, 
both on and off campus.

Pockets have been over developed- too dense.  Some 
areas have postively gentrified- most areas are 
unchanged.

Yes.  There are no longer people knocking on my front 
door and asking for spare change.  That seemed to drop 
off last year.  Also, the level of general trash left on the 
ground in my neighborhood seems to have declined a bit.

new businesses and better communication with residents 
about planning

Yes, we have more housing, and more active block 
watches

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

CeNtral area

Gentrified. More older homes being bought out and 
either updated or replaced with newer homes. Less 
African Americans in the neighborhood than before. Less 
of a sense of “neighborhood” than I remember from years 
earlier. Less obvious crime being committed (at least, I 
feel safer in areas than I had in the past).

WE’ve seen way too many poorly designed townhomes, 
with silly mandatory off-street parking spaces and 
absolutely way too little flexibility in design. I would 
rather see apartment buildings at this point than these 
awful, awful things.    Our Metro service has not kept 
up with population growth. Routes 2 and 3 in particular 
are standing-room only at rush hour. It will be good to 
have the Route 8 service increase, assuming Metro’s 
budget troubles don’t eliminate that.    We need more 
neighborhood retail! There has been a tremendous 
increase in the amount of people bicycling and walking 
from 1997, when we first moved to the neighborhood, 
but there aren’t enough destinations for these folks to 
really decrease the number of car trips. We’re grateful for 
the Spring Street P-Patch. We need more green streets 
connecting our parks. We need, somehow, to get the 
School District to pull its head out and re-open TT Minor. 
The number of families with young children is *so* 
high in our immediate part of the CD, and it’s incredibly 
frustrating to watch the District yank the rug out from 
under them.    We are grateful to SPD for their attention 
to our crime issues, but feel the City needs to continue to 
look at programs like the DMI in the 23rd Avenue corridor. 
Holistic solutions are the best way to combat the drug 
problem, which is both a seller and user issue. Working 
with the community organizations is critical.

With the economy it seems businesses are closing, the 
Central District seems to be on the brink of a crime 
precipice and the cliff of economic disaster.  Things are 
looking somewhat bleak to be honest.    Transportation 
has stayed the same.  Businesses, I would say there are 
less.  Crime seems to be on the rise.  Parks are great here, 
but again safety can be an issue.  I really wish this area 
was more walkable, but I don’t really have the desire to 
walk to a strip mall.  I was so happy when Mezza Luna (on 
Judkins) opened, but so sad to see it close only about a 
year after it opened.  We need help in the Central District 
-- maybe things are better than 10 years ago, but they 
have a long way to go to catch up to our richer neighbors 
-- Mount Baker, Madison Valley, and Capitol Hill.

Not as much change as I would hope.  The usual 
gentrification and upcropping of condo’s, but 12th ave is 
only just finally starting to become more vibrant.  I think 
12th Ave is CRITICAL to this region, and connecting the 
Central Area to Capitol Hill.  I think a trolley down 12th 
Ave would be EXTREMELY beneficial to businesses along 
the corridor, as well as reducing traffic for people who 
might work on capitol hill and commute from the Central 
Area, but don’t have an easy way to get there via bus(no 
north/south buses in this area), it would also help out 
Seattle University and perhaps they would be willing to 
donate to the project...?

In my particular area there has been a noticeable 
decrease in crime, particularily drug dealing.   There has 
been a significant increase in new development.

I feel that the neighborhood had gotten rougher with 
more frequent reports of gun shots incidences.  I lived 
here from 2004 to 2007 without incident and then in 2007 
there was a random gun shot into my kitchen window 
attributing to a stray unintended victim.  Since then there 
seems to be very frequent reports of gun shots at 23rd 
and Cherry at the arco station and then the community 
center and then at MLk near Union with my personal 
visual of a police at 3pm on a friday carrying a semi-
automatic weapon looking for a suspect...    I feel that it 
seems lots rougher.  I tend to drive most places instead of 
walking now.

Many of the people that lived here when I first moved 
in have left. Most of my neighbors that left were older 
people that have died. There are now strollers on the 
sidewalks which I did not see the first ten years I lived 
here.    The energy in the area has changed. People seem 
more interested in getting involved with each other. For 
example our blockwatch which ran for 7 years and died a 
boring death has been resurrected 5 years later by some 
newcomers.  There is much less graffiti and garbage on 
the streets. I haven’t heard drug dealers whistling to each 
other more than a couple of times a year the last couple 
of years. And I definitely haven’t heard guns going off like 
I used too!

lots more townhomes
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Housing and Population overcrowding by the City 
letting people build in their back yards and almost any 
open space. Deterioration of the street pavements and 
sidewalks with no corrective action taken by street 
maintenance. No street handicapped parking spaces 
provided at the business centers on Broadway or 15th 
avenue. No regular Police patrols off of the main arterial 
streets which cause late night car and house prowling.

Few changes have happened in the 2 years I have lived 
here.

Gentrification is a real concern.  I see housing prices 
skyrocketing and I just don’t understand it.  I live at 23rd 
and Cherry, a fairly economically depressed area that has 
seen more than its fair share of violence over the years.  
And yet...developers are allowed to build huge new 
houses that are on the market for more than $400,000?  
It’s insane - at this point, I know that I will never be able 
to afford my own home in the neighborhood that I love.  
Poorer people are getting pushed out.  African-Americans 
are getting pushed out of areas that have been their 
home for generations.

Crime rate feels like it has stayed the same if not 
increased. It feels as if gang violence has become a larger 
problem than in the past and the drug dealing is more 
visible than it has been in the past.    For example - there 
is almost continuous gang and drug activity at the corner 
of 28th S. and Jackson.  I once saw a police office in his 
car on the north side of the intersection taking to some 
kids while on the south side of the intersection drug deals 
were occurring.      The business zone of Jackson is still 
mostly barren and the city has done little to make sure 
that small local businesses are successful.  If Columbia 
City can turn their downtown area into a vibrant walkable 
street we should be able to do the same in the CD.  To this 
point city zoning laws have made it impossible for small 
new restaurants to open and be successful.  We need to 
fix this in order to keep the CD growing and turn it into a 
walkable, pedestrian friendly community.

It has undergone a lot of gentrification and gotten more 
expensive. A lot of ugly, poorly-built condos and town 
houses have replaced old single-family homes.

Gentrification has taken complete hold on the Central 
Area- much of the housing has been built in the last 10 
years. Vehicular traffic has increased proportionately. It 
appears like the City Government cares much less than it 
did 10 years ago to the plight of the Central Area.

Not very much. The new library is a huge improvement, 
but other then that, there  is not a lot that has improved 
our livability. Not much happening in retail and bus 
service is quite deplorable. The CD still has the feeling of 
the city’s forgotten neighborhood.

More businesses open on Madison (a good thing). 
More townhomes replacing single family homes - not 
necessarily a good thing. Poor design, overcrowding, 
diminished street parking, diminished neighborhood 
character.

It seems like there have been a lot of burglaries in the 
area lately.  Also, it seems like the city isn’t doing enough 
to preserve the cultural diversity of the central district.  
Many low-income citizens who have lived there for 
years are being pushed further and further south due 
to high rent increases that have occurred because of 
the large portion of residents who want to live close to 
Cap. Hill and are moving to Central District as a slightly 
cheaper alternative.  I’m worried Central District will 
become another Cap. Hill, which once was really cool 
but now is just another bland commercialized area 
filled with cookie-cutter condos on every corner and no 
independent businesses or unique buildings.

Less crime, but otherwise it hardly feels like it has on a 
day to day life, been part of the boom cycle of the city.

The demographics have changed quite dramatically, 
both in racial diversity and economic status. The CD 
is no longer a low-income neighborhood, nor is it 
predominantly African-American. The Union St corridor 
is still struggling to become a vibrant business and 
neighborhood center. Due to development by CADA, the 
Jackson St corridor is progressing well. 12th Avenue has 
improved the most and is a walkable, energized business 
district. 12th Avenue needs the streetcar line to complete 
its transformation.    The sale and demo of Deano’s on 
Madison eliminated a major drug and prostitution hot 
spot. The participants moved south to E Union, Cherry 
and Jackson Streets. Recent efforts by the feds and SPD 
have reduced the number of drug dealers and loiterers 
along Union, Cherry, Jackson and 23rd Avenue, for which 
we are grateful. As economic recovery progresses, 
development should continue at 23rd & Union, which will 
have a big positive impact on the corridor.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

CeNtral area

When I moved to this location, the house next door was 
abandoned (and had been for over 10 years), and there 
was a house with a drug abatement sign across the 
street.  Within 5 years, both houses had been renovated, 
and are now both occupied.      Visible drug dealing 
occurred on the street.  Drug dealing is still a problem in 
the area, but it is less visible now.    There had been a few 
elderly women living in the neighborhood.  The current 
demographic is fairly diverse, but is lacking homes 
occupied by elderly residents.

Old buildings torn down  One upzone to 65 feet  lots of 
townhouses  big change in housing cost  Fewer people of 
color

Since I’ve been here I’ve seen some attempts at 
making the neighborhood more sustainable. There is a 
Walgreeens and shopping center close by. There seems to 
be a few small businesses that are rallying together to try 
and accomplish what this plan is projecting. Sadly, we’ve 
lost an elementary school (T.T. Minor) and I feel this will 
have a lasting impact on the younger generation.

totally......about 75%

Buildings are taller, housing is more expensive, and 
violence has become more about guns and gangs. 
There’s also been tremendous gentrification in my area 
since I moved here in January 1995. At the time, there 
were numerous empty lots (used as default parks by the 
neighborhood), and this was considered an affordable 
part of town. I live at the cusp of the Central Area, Pike/
Pine neighborhood, and Capitol Hill (15th & Union). Some 
of the gentrification has been great - Madison Market, 
shops and restaurants on 12th, etc. But it pains me to see 
so many condos and apartment buildings go up with only 
studio and 1BR options, designed for young professionals 
making more money than has traditionally been the 
income in this neighborhood.

Much greater amenities and open spaces opportunities, 
which is great!  Keep it coming as this area gets more 
dense!!

Gentrification and more density. Two nice playgrounds 
were built that serve as community gathering spots. 
Development of 23rd and Jackson- a good thing

Has deteriorated in our immediate neighborhood 
-increased gang activity

Increased crime  Destruction of original housing  Infill 
with townhouses, megahouses, supermodern structures  
School closures

More small homes are being torn down and rebuilt, 
or remodeled beyond recognition to create “mini 
mansions.”

The Seattle Buddhist Church is located at 1427 So Main 
Street, more and more on street parking is being utilized 
during the day.  You see them parked there during the day 
and they are gone after 5pm.

See more mixed condo and retail now than 4 yrs ago.   
Thank God Dinos is gone!  I almost bought a house in 
that exact neighborhood 4 yrs ago. Had to revoke my 
offer once I did a evening drive by. Thankfully I can shop 
at Safeway without much trouble now.   I have been 
broken into 3 times since I’ve lived here. I think the police 
department think it is a joke. “They are kids and we can’t 
do anything about it- the juvenile courts are not doing 
anything” I’ve had the police ignore when I told them 
that I saw a man run through my back yard, while they 
on a call 4 houses away for a break in. They don’t seem 
committed to the big picture of crime - just “let’s close 
out this one case, show up and write a report!”

It has been “SLOWLY” improving in certain areas (park 
improvements, building, street lighting, etc.) and done 
worse in others (there is more graffiti, vandalism, etc.)

The growth areas have changed since the boom of 
townhomes and large multi-family mixed-use buildings. 
Additionally, the demographics and needs of the 
community are changing drastically with more and more 
young families purchasing and leasing in the Squire 
Park Neighborhood of the 23rd and Jackson/Union area 
(Central District).

My neighborhood is safer, and several homes have been 
sold to new residents who have updated or renovated the 
homes.  My overall impression is that the new people who 
have moved in are less friendly, often pass by without 
saying hello and often erect fences (so that they don’t 
have to see the neighbors?).

new to the area

Yes. The opening of the light rail system and changed 
parking zone has changed the neighborhood for the 
better. I am seeing less cars during morning rush on the 
side streets and more people using public transportation.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

I’ve been here for 4 years, and in that time I have seen 
improvements such as, old uninhabited homes bulldozed 
and new townhomes spring up.  I know that many more 
are planned on my street and I am concerned that many 
do not include garages or off street parking.  I’ve also 
noticed an increase in traffic and streets clogged with 
cars that are parked right up to the corner of every street 
(affecting safety and limiting sight).  I’ve also noticed that 
the Seattle Housing Authority properties on 29th Ave S 
and S Norman St are barely maintained - the yards are 
not maintained at all and the people who live there do 
not have the means to do so.  These properties are an 
eyesore.  In one case about a year ago, a lovely evergreen 
in the front yard of an SHA property was cut down. The 
stump was ground down and left as is.  The front yard 
is now a bed of saw dust.  At the very least a new tree 
should have been planted.  There is also a 3ft high stump 
in the parking strip in front of the house next door.  Ugly.

There are more residences in my neighborhood and 
more residents.  Some of the areas zone for Lowrise 
develoment has seen the removal of single family or 
other small-scale houses and replacement with 4-pack 
and 6-pack townhouses.    Several four-story apartment 
buildings have been built.    There are fewer African-
American residents in my neighborhood.    There are 
more retail establishments.    Seattle University has 
expanded in size and in number of students.    Providence 
Hospital sold to Swedish Hospital and Swedish 
subsequently sold about half of the Providence campus to 
the Sabey Corporation which has taken the position that 
it can develop its private development under the auspices 
of the Major Institution Master Plan.

More Townhouses. More development of undeveloped 
property.

The area around 23rd and Union up to Madrona has 
some new townhome infill. I don’t see much in the way 
of places for new businesses or many new businesses in 
older buidings in this neck of the woods.   How effective 
has the East Precinct been in crime reduction?   23rd 
and Jackson has made great strides to reach the goal of 
a vibrant hub and that is due mostly to the addition of 
mixed use projects, the improvments to Prominade, and 
street improvements.

Have not been here long enough to notice changes.

The area has had it’s ups and down since I purchased 
my house. On the bright side, both area libraries have 
been updated, a Safeway has been constructed, a movie 
theater has gone in and we now have a farmer’s market 
and a new p-patch a block from the house. Transportation 
into and around my neighborhood has always been 
good - whether by car, bus or by foot. Several new coffee 
shops, restaurants and bars have also opened and I think 
they help to create a feeling of community.    On a darker 
note, crime has really skyrocketed. My home has been 
broken into twice in the past 3 years, whereas before 
that, I never had any trouble at all. Obviously, there’s 
also been a lot of gun violence in the area over the last 
couple of years. There’s a lot of drug dealing and other 
low-grade crime happening in and around the post office 
parking lot.    My theory for this increase has two parts: 
First, as the area on Madison, between 19th and 23rd was 
being cleaned up, the dealers up there just moved a few 
blocks south. Second, the Nisqually earthquake in 2001 
destroyed a building on the SW corner of 23rd and Union. 
There was some sort of Islamic men’s organization there 
and I understand that they made it clear that that block 
was not going to be at all friendly to dealers. Even if this 
wasn’t the case, more people were present, so it was less 
likely things in that area would go unseen.    I do feel as 
though things are turning the corner, though. The Central 
Area is a diverse and dynamic neighborhood and I really 
do think that a development here and one less school 
closing there and my area, at least, should feel more 
inviting to all.

Housing density has increased noticeably.  More homes 
seem to be owned by families than in the past.

It is more mixed, but is still plagued by problems 
such as gang violence and vandalism. The violence is 
getting worse and I am considering a move to another 
neighborhood even though I grew up and LOVE the CD. I 
feel my child’s safety is more important.

I have seen a lot of improvements in the central area ever 
since I start living there. New homes are built, the sam 
smith park is very amazing, kids have fun in the park area.

Significant gentrification, many more immigrants, new 
modern style multifamily housing that doesn’t fit the 
character of the neighborhood.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

CeNtral area

Now that I’m a homeowner and know more of the folks 
who have lived in the area for generations (or who used 
to live there a generation ago), I recognize the increase 
in the number of white or white/mixed individuals and 
families living in the neighborhood.  But there’s also 
an increase in Hispanic and African immigrant families 
who live or work here.  A lot of single family homes 
have been torn down (especially in the last 3-5 years) 
and replaced by condos, townhomes and multi-family 
residences.      The diversity isn’t good or bad per se, 
but I recognize that new home construction can attract 
a higher income bracket, increasing property values 
(good), but also pricing out long-term residents (bad).  A 
neighbor told me that when he bought his townhome on 
23rd & Yesler a man from down the street (who had been 
in the neighborhood for generations) also looked at the 
property, but couldn’t afford to buy it.    Although there’s 
a mini-precinct on 23rd & Union, I never see police cars 
parked there when I drive by (day or evening, weekend 
or week night).  I know several of the businesses on that 
corner have gone out of business, which means a great 
community (and city/government) presence is even more 
important.  The corners on/near 23rd & Jackson have also 
lost several businesses, leading to a more depressed, 
less pedestrian-friendly feel.    I live in the George sector 
of the East precinct and I understand our neighborhood 
was recently absorbed/moved into a different policing 
area or at least is now covered/supervised by officers 
who hold responsibilities in another part of town.  
That’s disappointing.      I hear our CPT contact is also 
an acting sargeant and doesn’t seem as accessible to 
the community.  Few of my neighbors even know what 
a CPT is.  I learned about it through my work in south 
Seattle and had a great impression of the program.  My 
impression of the program where I live is not so stellar.  
My condo neighbors and I have had to call the police 
several times and the response seems to take quite a 
while.

Increased development of commercial businesses 
(good!), more residents (good!), fluctuations in crime 
(seems worse now, but it’s relative since there are more 
residents overall), transportation has not improved 
(not so good), buses are our only link to downtown, no 
connections north or south (BAD!). Apparently trolleys 
are coming to 12th Ave, which would be great, linking 
Capitol Hill, 12th Ave, Seattle University, International 
District/Little Saigon, and Beacon Hill. This would be an 
incredible improvement to the area.

Single family homes have been replaced by townhouse 
developments.  Some businesses have changed, but most 
appear to be managing despite economic downturn.   
Work continues on flood water retention project.

In the last year, since moving to 29th and Jackson, I’ve 
already noticed some positive changes.  I moved here 
because I loved cultural diversity and friendliness of the 
area.  But immediately noticed gang activity.  My building 
as well as the bus stops I use and the buildings aroud 28th 
and Jackson are regularly tagged in gang graffiti.  There 
have usually been groups of young men loitering either 
near FloWare or directly in front of convienence store 
at 28th&Jackson.  I have also noticed out in the open 
drug deals at 20th&Jackson, FloWare and 26th&Jackson 
as well as prostitution at 28th and Jackson and the bus 
shelter at 30th&Jackson.      Since around November 
2008, these activities have been declining.  I was always 
most concerned with the groups of young men at 
28th&Jackson, knowing that is known as a gang hang 
out.  The boys (often teens) were usually quite friendly 
and non-threatening, but I worried that they could be a 
target of violence since I walk through the area several 
times a day.  And I was concerned about crime in the 
neighborhood in general, with these activities going on 
so obviously in the middle of the day.      Now, I do not 
see a crowd of young men at 28&Jackson.  I also see less 
dealing, although I still see people obviously looking to 
buy at 26th&Jackson.

not really at all. The only change has been for the worse. 
Since Deano’s was shut down all of the drug dealing has 
come down to our area. I live at 27th and Alder, and even 
with Larry Gossett on the corner there are rampant drug 
deals and gang activity 3 houses from him.

There has been a loss of some of the diversity that I 
moved to the neighborhood for, there is a lot more 
extreme violence and I feel less comfortable walking in 
my neighborhood after dark and I didn’t feel that way 
when we first moved here

Younger population appears to be moving in. Mostly 
caucasian. Some families with small children appear to 
frequent the neighborhood more as well.

There has been welcome development and revitalization 
on 12th Ave and on Union Street between 12th and 23rd.
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I don’t feel like I’ve been here long enough to see 
changes.

I’ve only lived here for two years; I haven’t seen much (if 
any) change in that time.

Madison-Miller neighborhood. One large neighborhood 
commercial project has been completed along Madison 
(Safeway w. housing above). A long-term problem bar 
(that was a source of drug dealers and crime) has been 
closed, and the site sold to a developer (Jim Mueller) 
who has plans and building permits for large mixed use 
projects on the site and across the street. When the 
economy allows these to proceed, we will have achieved 
much of the main thrust of our plan, the revitalization 
of the Madison Street corridor.  The multifamily part of 
our neighborhood has been mostly redeveloped, almost 
all with townhouses rather than the (higher density) 
apartments and condos that had been anticipated.

I have lived in this neighborhood for 2.5 years. In that 
time, I have seen more new “mega homes” go up on 
spaces that were once vacant or had older homes on 
them. I have seen a gradual gentrification, but at the 
same time, there seems to be an increase in gang and 
drug trafficking.

we haven’t been in the area (we are on E. Remington Ct 
between 13th & 14th) for very long, but we moved there 
because of all of the development springing up on 12th, 
and because of the possiblity of a streetcar going up 12th. 
we are looking forward to the mixed use buildings that 
Seattle U and the city are building.

It has gotten denser, safer and prettier, overall.

More town-home structures have been built. African-
American museum and Garfiled HS rennovations are now 
complete. Businesses have opened and closed.

I have seen low-income community members (residential 
& small businesses) displaced due to the rising cost 
of living.  I have seen houses and storefronts sold and 
demolished, to become vacant lots and unoccupied 
homes & storefronts.  I have seen condominiums built 
throughout the neighborhood that current and former 
residents cannot afford.  I see these same condominium 
buildings with vacant units for months and years.  These 
changes are not good for the vitality and sustainability of 
the Central Area.

More density and gentrification

N/A - arrived last year

My neighborhood has been changing since I moved here 
14 years ago. It is becoming more segrgated than it was 
when I first moved here. That is simply because of ever 
increasing living and real estate cost.

I’ve only been there 6 months.

Number of housing units, mainly apartments, has 
increased substantially over the past five years. Just along 
Jackson between 18th and 23rd, close to 1,000 apartment 
units have been constructed. Several older homes have 
been torned down in my neighborhood, Jackson Place, 
and replaced with large, townhomes that seem out of 
scale with the others on our streets.    Violence has gone 
down then back up and seems to come in waves. There is 
a good deal of general loitering and transient movement 
that also surges and wanes over the years.

Don’t know yet, haven’t been here long enough to see 
the changes. The plan, however, sounds very promising.

There has been some new development, but a lot of 
stalled development as well.  Several new businesses 
have opened, yet several have also had to close their 
doors.  I feel like my neighborhood has been on the brink 
of something great for several years, but for reasons 
I can’t quite determine, it has remained more or less 
the same.  Gang activity, vagrancy and loitering at the 
intersection of Union and 23rd, drug dealing by the Nova 
School, are probably a big reason that visible change 
has been so slow.  Stalled development at the vacant 
southwest parcel of Union and 23rd, the closed business 
at the northeast parcel of the same intersection (former 
Philly Cheesesteak place), vacant storefront at the 
southeast corner (supposed police drop-in center - mostly 
closed) all contribute to creating a transient atmosphere, 
i.e. a place you pass through, not a destination 
neighborhood.

Lots of building.  More parks.  More crime.  More white 
people but most are not involved.  An East African 
community.  Ugly townhouses.

I’ve seen some major new parks, the library, the African 
American Museum, demographic shifts with more 
white people and the development of an East African 
community, a new Garfield High School, Jackson Street 
development (although the 23rd and jackson shopping 
center isn’t great), a ton of new townhouses, and a rise in 
the murder rate.
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crime is still a problem, and gangs.  guns/shootings.  
drugs.

Yes it has.

woodworking school improved.  Promenade shops 
continues to have excessive vacancies.  gang activity has 
resulted in multiple shootings in 23rd and jackson area 
in past year.  Neighborhood often seems to be getting 
worse since i’ve moved in.

I have lived here since 1977 when Seattle was still 
recovering from the Boeing economic woes and there 
have been cycles of growth and revitalization, some for 
the good.  All of Seattle has gentrified, but this area is 
accused of gentrifying, as though it is all wrong.  Really 
the crack epidemic of the late 80s and early 90s was 
responsible for much of the flight of African American 
families with  children, including many middle-class 
African-Americans.  An older group moved as they 
retired, often to Louisiana or other locations.  The 
younger generation tended to leave and sell the homes of 
their deceased parents who moved here during the 1940s 
or even earlier.    There are many fewer empty lots and 
shuttered homes.   There are more homes and families 
with children and at the moment FEWER SCHOOLS--this 
is a disgrace,

Extremely gentrified. Not necessarily a bad thing but I 
also feel as though many of the “original” residents of 
this neighborhood are being shut out. Many people can 
no longer afford the properties they once owned and 
have been forced to move. As a result, the neighborhood 
has transformed into a hub of high priced condo’s and 
apartments. The central district is rapidly becoming 
over-populated. Having been in this neighborhood for 
the majority of my life I see the benefits in some of the 
changes, however due to the changes, I am loosing the 
sense of feeling like this neighborhood is “mine” with so 
many of the people and places I used to relate to gone.

Yes, much more gentrified - has become more dense with 
condos and townhouses

It appears that the neighborhood has become more 
diverse, with more young families moving into the 
neighborhood.  We have also had a large increase 
of apartments and condominiums being built.  The 
neighborhood continues to lack enough police presence, 
affordable shopping,  and safe parks.

Neighborhood has cleaned up  somewhat. lots of gang 
activity, vandalism, theft from young African American 
kids STILL. Lots of disconnect between races. Though I do 
see more integration and less confrontation in general, as 
the years progress.

More families, more gentrification.  Great improvements 
at Powell Barnett Park

much more development, gentrification.      Where I live is 
actually just to the south of the border of the map shown 
in this plan, but from what I can tell we are not covered in 
any of the other plans either.  Completion of the NAAM in 
the Coleman School is a major accomplishment - where 
does it belong?!

Since 9/2006, we’ve seen a marked increase in drug 
dealing and gang activity on the 23th ave/union area.  
Other than that, we’ve seen a steady increase in 
development -- mainly mixed use buildings -- that has 
slowed, but not stopped, during this recessionary period. 
There’s a good amount of grassroots activism in our area 
too.

seems like more gangs, trash and vandalism.

The area around 18th and 20th and Union has been 
more developed - businesses target audiences seem to 
be younger white people. Housing prices in the CD have 
continued to rise.

The drug, loitering and criminal activity is worse today 
than ten years ago. Anytime day or night you can find 
organized drug dealing and gang activity in any number 
or areas. The neigborhood is unsafe for famillies and 
business cannot exist or thrive in thie enviroment. Drive 
by shootings occur regularly and the police response is 
totally inefective. In short, the CD is amongst the worst 
areas in the city.

It’s become gentrified, home prices have gone up, many 
condos/townhomes have been built, but there are still 
few amenities, and the crime rate is still too high (the 
neighborhood doesn’t feel safe for a female walking 
alone).

More high density housing, more diversity (when we 
first moved in the neighborhood was almost completely 
African American), more crime, more gang activity, less 
safe, more crowded, fewer older people, fewer people 
home during the day to keep an eye on neighbors’ 
homes.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

I have lived in this neighborhood since 1990. Overall I 
can say that there are few changes in this neighborhood 
that I can directly attribute to the comprehensive plan. 
I am currently and have been a block watch captain of 
the 28th Ave.South Block Watch for several years. Prior 
to that I have been involved in the block watch and 
neighborhood activities almost as long as I’ve been here.  
There have been changes in the last 10 years. Primarily 
I can directly attribute them to changes in zoning, 
changes in the way zoning is applied, and inexpensive 
land relative to the cost of land in other neighborhoods. 
During this period we have had an accelerated rate of 
the destruction of single-family homes to be replaced 
by higher density units primarily four or six unit condo 
buildings. The zoning for many of these changes was long 
set prior to the implementation of the comprehensive 
plan (Central Area Action Plan), and the area was only 
waiting for developers to recognize the opportunity to 
profit by inexpensive land values. I find a majority of the 
new occupants disenfranchised from the neighborhood 
as there are no community focal points that bring them 
together in a lifestyle they’re accustomed to. Usually 
after purchasing their unit they suddenly find they are 
living in a community that has always been a destination 
neighborhood for drugs and prostitution. So they tend 
to pull into themselves and hibernate or cocoon as some 
people refer to it. While they may know their immediate 
neighbors, (other people in similar conditions), we find 
it’s difficult to get them out of their dwellings.  On the 
other end of the spectrum are those individuals whose 
residents has been provided for them via SHA, (Seattle 
Housing Authority) or Section 8 through the Porch Light 
Program. While on opposite ends of the income spectrum 
we find these people to are very difficult to get to know, 
and participate in few, if any, of the local activities. 
As a community this neighborhood is unbelievably 
fragmented. The elimination of the “corner store” in 
this little neighborhood has been a seminal event. This 
occurred through the act of eminent domain by the 
Seattle Housing Authority as it was directly adjacent 
to their maintenance facility at Dearborn and Martin 
Luther King Jr. Way. The closing of the store eliminated 
persons not associated with the neighborhood from 
the neighborhood. It eliminated public drunkenness, 
public urination, and the propensity for individuals who 
seek to buy or sell drugs to congregate. It has had the 
very same effect on prostitution. As best I can tell, very 
few of these conditions changed directly because of the 
comprehensive plan.

There are more families with young children. There have 
been a number of school closures (even as the number of 
young families increases). Rent and housing costs are up 
significantly. In many ways the 23rd/Union corridor has 
become rundown. There are some nice small businesses 
that have opened on Union / 20th-22 but the corner at 
23rd is gas station, empty lot, abandoned building, and 
a liquor store...it’s ripe for the 24/7 crime that happens 
there. The “police station” is rarely, if ever, occupied.

lots of growth

There have been considerable changes largely due to the 
changing socio-economic conditions associated with new 
homeowners coming to the neighborhood.

Seemingly dramatic increase in density; racial 
demographic more concentrated; traffic increases; 
losses of cultural identity even with increase of outdoor 
spaces named for African Americans - lack of full history; 
sense of shared ownership and pride shifted to more 
balkanization and privilege.

The neighborhood is improving step by step. There is still 
more open air drug dealing than I would like to see / live 
with.

The physical quality of the housing has improved, I think 
since existing residents were able to take out home equity 
loans to improve their houses, and new people moved 
into ‘fixers’ with the intention of improving them to get 
equity.  The diversity seems to have gone down overall 
(more white people, fewer African American people, 
but a few more people of other ethnicities).  The crime 
levels went down for a few years with the increasing 
house prices, but violent crime and breakins seem to 
be up a lot in the last year or so.  It seems there are a lot 
more children in the neighborhood, with more every 
year.      Overall, the identity of the area has changed 
from primarily African American, and I think that has led 
to more issues.  Some African American people feel that 
they are losing their neighborhood identity, and some 
white people moving in feel uncomfortable being part of 
gentrification.  Cultural differences (even communication 
styles) and historic/current racism make it hard for people 
to find common ground.

Primarily there has been considerable demographic 
(socio-economic) shift that comes with the influx of new 
home owners who purchased residential property in the 
area due to its relative affordability.
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The plan has done failry good job at developing certain 
areas (southern part of the cetral area), but has virtually 
ignored others (23rd and Union, 23rd and Cherry, and 
generally the entire area on 23rd north of Jackson.)  
The Cherry Street business district (between 22nd and 
MLK) and the 23rd and Union areas are worse off than 
when the plan was adopted.  Neighborhood businesses 
have declined and more windowfronts are vacant.  The 
perceived lack of security discourages patronage, while 
the narrow, dirty sidewalks along 23rd discourage foot 
traffic.      The Seattle School District has been particularly 
hostile to neighborhood development. The reopening of 
Garfield is a welcome development, but the school and 
the school district actively opposed the opening of two 
neighborhood businesses.  One, a local wine bar gave up 
another neighborhod pub, the Twilight Exit opened late 
after a protracted battle with the school.  At the same 
time, the School district closed the Nova Project at the 
Horrace Mann building and refused to engage with any 
community groups regarding a temporary use that would 
have prevented the historic building from being boarded 
up.  The building is now boarded up and garabadge and 
graffetti is accumulating on and around the building.

Unprecedented growth and increase in average 
household income and living expenses.  Skin color 
distinctly whiter as new more affluent residents have 
moved in and existing darker skinned residents sell and 
or can no longer afford rents.  Also seems average age 
is younger.  Lots and lots of new development - most 
I find interesting and attractive, some cheap and ugly. 
The Safeway monster store being an example of ugly, 
though not necessarily cheap.  Looking forward to the 
developments currently slated for 23rd and Madison and 
23rd and Union.  Love the sort of SRO development on 
23rd and see this as one way to meet vision goal of ‘as 
the economic tide rises, the community must provide 
solutions for its existing residents so they will not be 
Ieft behind’.  Not enough truly affordable housing, not 
enough truly functional mass transit and not enough truly 
open space.

Seems to be getting more upscale. Still has difficulties.

Yes, our Cherry Hill area especially is even more gentrified 
than in the previous 10 years-- i.e., huge rise in values of 
homes and many in-fill or replacement townhouses & 
SFRs.  I have worked with continuously since 1989 the 
Squire Park Community Council on community building 
as in the 1992 Mayor’s Plan for 12th Ave Development 
and on formulating the 1996-99 Central Area Urban 
plan.  The latter was NOT a successfully implemented 
plan-- despite the rosy picture presented in your review... 
largely because of lack of good guidance and latterly 
(until this year), obstacles to cooperative work emanating 
from those who tightly controlled the trivial power and 
city support given them.  The 12th Ave plan, because 
of poor support and policies of the DON, has been very 
slow to take hold, but is poised to do so now IF we get 
the loop option on 12th AVE for the street car connecting 
Jackson/5th ave to Capitol Hill light rail stations.

Gentrifi

I’m really impressed by the development along 12th 
avenue and I’d like to see it extended South of Jefferson 
to where I live.  I’m concerned about the potential 
displacement of low-income seniors that this growth may 
cause.  I’m also concerned that there are too many social 
services for the homeless/mentally ill/addicted in the 
area.  This generates a lot of transient traffic that leads 
to litter and makes the residents of the area worry about 
personal security.

There’s not that much change in the neighborhood

Not enough.  Insufficient infill development.  Too 
many surface parking lots.  Almost no proactive code 
enforcement.

Modest change, some new mixed use along Broadway, 
more along Pike/Pine.  Mostly remains a dense mf 
neighborhood to the west, sf neighb to the east.    New 
Brix is great.
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I am pleased about *improvements* in parks and public facilities (libraries, 
community centers), but much more is needed too

Hats off to those who have worked to make the 12th Ave corridor so welcoming 
and busy and safe for pedestrians and cyclists. I’m also pleased by new parks 
and by the continuing use of our existing parks for neighborhood activities.

Bus downtown is easy

development

The addition to the library at Yesler and 23rd is beautiful and inviting.

Library improvement--douglass truth-is nice.

New library’s and community center are nice.

Love that there are 5 buslines within 3 blocks radius of my house (don’t love 
that those routes are cutting back and that the cost keeps going up, but 
that’s another issue).  love that the Garfield Community Center, Medgar Evers 
swimming pool and Douglass Truth library are all walkable.

They’ve updated both the library and the community center - both of which are 
great.

Nothing!

I like the new douglas truth library but then to go to the Montlake one as it 
seems friendlier and the staff more helpful.

• Convenience of location
• diversity
• Big street trees
• walkability
• neighbors talk to each other
• The police have rounded up the 
knuckle heads
• None. I feel progress has been 
slow to stalled
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While we have accepted density we have not received 
additional public ammenities

Improved bus service has been nice.

parks are amazing for kids. Old houses are demolished 
and the new ones are built. This will increase the value of 
the neighbor hood.

Transportation: The Central District is fairly accessible 
from downtown and along the 23rd Ave corridor (north-
south).

The improvements at Douglass Truth library, Garfield 
HS, and other public facilities have really helped to 
improve the quality of life in the neighborhood.  Multiple 
development projects that will bring more housing 
choices and small business opportunities are poised to go 
once the economy improves.

I enjoy living in the 12th Ave area because of the 
convenience to downtown and my workplace.  The 12th 
ave business district is developing nicely and is exciting to 
watch.  I don’t think that the services offered by the city 
stand out in this area.  For example, there is a lot of litter 
on the sidewalks.

I’m impressed with how FloWare park has been 
improved.  I used to only see young men loitering in 
FloWare and now I see children playing there.  It no 
longer seems shady, but like a nice city park.

We have a ‘pocket park’ destined for 12th Ave and 
James Court, but not enough money to implement, so 
now we basically have an empty lot. The King County 
Court facility has a small open space with public art, 
which is one of the only public gathering places in the 
neighborhood.

Many apartments and condominiums have been built in 
the neighborhood although it appears they are having 
difficulty renting up.

Judkins Park is a great resource, but underused, and 
under-usable. It needs to be more multi-use, and 
entrances & exits to the park need to be made safer and 
more inviting.

The parks, ease of movement and nearby access to a few 
libraries made me want to move back.

Thank goodness we invested in our libraries and parks.

The Central District really is centrally located, and the 
neighborhood has good “bones” - places like 23rd & 
Jackson and 23rd & Union which could become real focal 
points for the neighborhood.  It’s easy to get to many 
other parts of the city and the east side from here.  The 
library has good hours.

The Douglas Truth library remodel was much need and 
is very nice.    There are great parks in the area that are 
in pretty good shape as long as the drug dealers are not 
there.

Madison is finally coming along.  Jackson is finally coming 
along.  Garfield campus is great.  New parks are really 
nice.  The African American museum.  Crosswalks on 
Union,  Parts of MLK are beautiful.

Public safety in area greatly improved. Miller Community 
Center thriving; playfield synthetic turf will both provide 
better sports opportunities and eliminate long-term dust 
nusiance.

The infill has added vibrancy. The new people seem proud 
and happy to live here, which translates into less littering 
and garbage in general on the streets.

New Cal Anderson Park is awesome.

Good to see more businesses open on Madison.

Too much money seems to be spent on parks

Need more police and less gang volience

It’s great to see a variety of races, nationalities, 
ethnicities. When we first moved in the neighborhood 
was quite homogenous, almost all African American.

Crime is down and the business community is developing 
and getting stronger.

Lots of green space around is great.

Sam Smith and Judkins are well maintained and nice 
assets in the neighborhood.

I like the library and the parks along the lake as I live on 
the eastern edge of the area.
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the starbucks park is an improvement and our library is 
great, you are just scared you will get shot walking there

Affordable housing is great - I wouldn’t have been able 
to buy a home without it, but as white, college-educated 
individual, I’m not sure affordable housing programs were 
designed with me in mind.  It’s ironic that people with the 
most access to resources seem to hear about/find more 
resources and people with fewer resources/education 
continue to be left behind.    I do appreciate all the parks 
in the area and see individuals and families using the 
parks who seem to reflect my neighbors.

Judkins Park is a great public asset and the Douglass-
Truth Branch of the SPL system has benefited from the 
expansion and remodel.

good east-west choices and lots of buses  Many older 
homes being renovated and/or well kept

Several new businesses have opened, especially around 
S.U.

I’m glad we still have the #4 bus.   My children use and 
appreciate the Powell Barnett park.

Although we’re underserved by the light rail projects.  
They are still an improvement and improved transp. is 
a step in the right direction.  Though we live in a high 
crime pocket of the CD, I’ve been impressed w/ the East 
Precinct’s response. They do a fantastic job with the 
limited resources at their disposal.

I like that there are several bus routes that go from 
downtown to my neighborhood. I also appreciate the 48 
that goes down 23. It makes it easier to visit friends that 
live in that area.

Some lovely small parks around. Love being near the 
Arboretum. Great neighbors.

The Douglass Truth Library remodel is great and Powell 
Barnett Park provides a hub for the community.

In my immediate neighborhood, I am happy with 
the parks improvments at the Madrona Playfield, 
the Madrona School remodel, street improvements 
adjacent the Madrona Playfield and the retail and eating 
establishments. Garfield is a great community center 
for the neighborhood and the new community center 
and school remodel are terrific. The infill townhome 
development happening on Union east of 15th is starting 
to help the appeal of the Union corridor.   Jackson Street 
redevelopment is coming along with the help of new 
construction mixed use infill and the Swedish Hospital 
expansion. Redevelopment around Seattle U has added 
vibrancy to that corridor as well.

The reason I moved to the Central Area in the first place 
was because the housing and infrastructure was well 
established. At 103 years old, my home has a “style” 
that a block of new townhouses just can’t touch. Bus 
transportation is excellent, and even though I do use my 
car, I use it much less that I did while living in Fremont.

SPD, the FBI & DEA have made good progress in reducing 
drug dealing. Black on Black and gang violence remain a 
big issue.

There is a lot of history and potential for the Central 
District.

The Douglass-Truth library is a true asset to the 
community.  Also, there is an increasing housing stock, 
which hopefully will be beneficial to the community by 
creating a critical mass that will lead to more commercial 
development in the CD.

The parks are much cleaner and more user friendly

We chose this area because of the good access to 
frequent bus service, the ability to walk to nearby services 
(including library and pool and parks), and the fact that 
people will talk to each other in the neighborhood.  None 
of that has changed, although the transit is so heavily 
used that the busses are nearly always full to capacity 
during peak hours.

The CD is well served by transit and has a diverse stock of 
housing, for a variety of household incomes.
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The Douglass Truth library is lovely; the addition is 
architecturally interesting and it coexists harmoniously 
with the original structure. I appreciate the materials 
chosen - they do not look cheap and they age well.  I 
also appreciate Homer Harris park. It is nice to be able to 
take your child to a lower-key park such as this one. I like 
the big open space to run around in and the simple play 
area is much more peaceful than the “big toy” play areas 
at most other parks. This open-ended style encourages 
more imaginative play and kinda reminds me of the 
(seemingly old) concrete structure/sculpture at Pratt Park 
and the awesome modern playgrounds of the 1960s era.

Powell Barnett is a fantastic park. I love being in walking 
distance. We also enjoy T.T. Minor playground, Miller CC, 
and Medgar Evars pool. With T.T. Minor closing, we hope 
this area can remain a safe and enjoyable open space for 
the neighborhood.

It’s great to live so close to two libraries (Madrona and 
Douglas Truth) and the Garfield Community Center.  I 
also love that there are a number of parks within a half-
mile.  There have been some efforts to build interesting 
developments (Union and 25th live-work lofts, modern 
townhomes near corner of Union and 26th).

the neighborhood is cleaner and safer than it used to be.

It seems most public money has been spent on 
renovation of existing schools, libraries and community 
centers.  The effects of seemingly unrestricted residential 
and commercial development without first bringing 
infastructure services such as road and transportation 
and sewage and drainage and electrical and other 
utility systems in line with demand is what I find most 
frustrating.  The Madison Valley storm/sewage overflow 
debacle is the most obvious example - the condition of 
other utilities - ie electrical grid - are less obvious but 
will soon be hard to ignore if more resources are not 
committed.

i’d like to see the in-ground lights at whale park on 14th 
and E remington ct be replaced so the park has more light 
and the sculpture be highlighted.

The police took their sweet fuckin time, they let drug 
dealers and hookers wander around behind the post 
office all the way down to the Nova High School, which is 
now boarded up.  Whose brilliant idea was that? People 
were passing drugs back and forth in front of my house 
at 3am for MONTHS.  The police knew who all these 
people were yet they waited for the psychics to give the 
go ahead.

Parks and open space is great.  The Judkins Park to 
greenway to NAAM are great!  More of this kind of 
development.    Douglass-Truth library is wonderful.  
Medgar Evars Pool and Garfield Community Center are 
great (when not overrun by gangs).

The new library and the development of 23rd/Jackson 
have worked well; the Union & 23rd development 
remains a big problem, despite big infusions of aid for 
the Metropolitan ctr (so called) and the SE corner with 
the attached post office and strip mall.  Frequent violent 
crime scenes there (and at the Garfield site from Cherry-
Alder) certainly constrain economic development and 
community feeling.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• SCHOOLS!
• Gentrification that pushes diversity out of 
the CD
• City response to fixing streets, water 
supply, and snow storm
• School closures in an area that has a 
quickly growing school-age population.
• Lack of schools
• school closures
• police presence
• the fact that there is still a fair amount 
of crime in Pratt Park, i.e. shootings, 
dealings,

• police and animal control do not respond 
in timely way.

• Not feeling that I have the support of 
SPD.
• gangs, shootings around Jackson between 
23rd and 29th
• increased gang activity, youth crime
• very pedestrian un-friendly -
• Number of dogs
• Providence not being a good neighbor.
• Drug dealing and lack of police response
• Schools
• availability of on street parking during the 

work day
• implementation of the Mayor’s 1992 12th 
Avenue Plan
• lack of affordable housing and affordable 
retail space
• Funds for parks & other public facilities 
were never available until the majority 
moved in.
• It is a long trek in any direction to get to a 
grocery store, such as QFC or Safeway.
• INfrastructure, broken sidewalks, parking, 
zoning
• litter

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?
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- pedestrian safety: street lighting as well as new development (and design guidelines) to put “eyes on the street”  - 
would like to see more useful, walkable, local neighborhood businesses on Madison between ~17th to ~24th (near top of 
hill, above Madison Valley)  - a road diet, with bike lanes, for 23rd Avenue -- plus crosswalks  - can we do anything about 
substations?

As I said before, I’m not pleased with the housing prices - and with the assumption that no families live in my 
neighborhood so it’s fine to build small units. The recent violence has everyone a bit nervous, as well.

parks have been created but aren’t usable due to saftey issues

crime, gangs, guns, drugs



Q2: What are you dissatisfied about?
194

CeNtral area CeNtral area

The CD is not a safe neighborhood.  I would like to see 
regular foot patrols in key sections of the neighborhood.  
Drugs are frequently bought and sold in all parts of the 
neighborhood including our parks.  Two strip malls at 23rd 
and Jackson do not a business district make.  The stretch of 
Jackson between 18th and MLK needs to be revitalized into 
an active and welcoming business district. Many buildings 
(retail and housing) are allowed to fall into disrepair leading 
to squatters and rats.

Parking is becoming more scarce, graffiti doesn’t get 
removed despite the complaints. More streets should be 
bike-friendly.

Buildings & housing go together. There is an overwhelming 
amount of new housing being built. I see this being an issue 
when it comes to parking and traffic...    Public facilities-
Community centers overall are not meeting the needs 
of the community and providing options for our youth. It 
seems that the Dept. of Parks & Recreations main goal is to 
make money and not really serve the community...

Number 1 issue is safety---there’s still too much crime 
and gang crimes, but the police are working on that (drug 
initiative and other things).  Parks are few and far between 
and run down.  The stores are pathetic.  They call Jackson 
place an “urban village” but having an old run down Red 
Apple, 1 nice starbucks, a nasty walgreens, and a few fast 
food restaurants, doesn’t make it a village.  Not to mention 
lots of small business went out of business this year (book 
store)--which is sad.  Our “urban village” looks like central 
ohio--run down, no longer populated, noone can make a 
living.  Oh--and there are some nasty run down apartments 
and houses that are ugly.

Some concern about gentrification turning the 
neighborhood into an all white enclave

SDOT has done a terrible job in the Central Area. The 
infrastructure needs a major overhaul and is being 
neglected by the City Gov’t. Many streets and sidewalks 
need major repair.

Obviously safety is a HUGE concern at 23rd and Cherry.  
I’ve witnessed shootings from my bedroom window and 
frequently do not feel safe venturing outside my house 
after dark.  The level of robberies in this area is also out 
of control.    There needs to be more incentive and help 
for small business owners to open businesses (cafes, 
restaurants, retail) at 23rd and Cherry.  The old Dilettante 
building has been sitting empty for far too long.  Rents 
and housing prices keep skyrocketing in what is usually a 
lower income neighborhood - forcing many of us to think 
about leaving.

I miss seeing brown people - American Blacks in 
particular.

The abandoned Horace Mann School, the abandoned 
Cherry Cleaners

Buses can be better. Graffiti and drug problem in the area.

No actual contact with the area tenants about what goes 
on in our area. The people making decisions do not live 
here and do not experience the day to day issues in the 
area.

While housing density has increased, the type of housing 
(namely townhouses) has negatively impacted the 
neighborhood.  This type of housing isolates its residents 
from the rest of the neighborhood, with the front doors 
often on the inside of the development, rather than 
facing the street.

The status overview for the Central Area mentions a 
“mini-precinct” at Union and 23rd.  I don’t see that space 
being used or creating much change and I am curious 
what it’s purpose is.

I really wish that this is the type of neighborhood that I 
feel safe about taking a walk around after dinner but alas 
I do not.  The shops are pretty much geared toward fast 
foods, manicure places and not really sit down boutique 
restaurants.  The caliber of restaurants are also really 
slim.

We are not supporting our growing number of families if 
let schools close
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I would like to see a pea patch created in this 
neighborhood where neighbors could gather for 
community meetings. I place it would be a central focus 
outside of their own homes truly in the community and 
entirely neutral. The only community center that we 
currently have is the central area Senior Center up on 
30th. As a whole it doesn’t well serve the community of 
average residents. Which is not to say it doesn’t do well 
for seniors. Most people in this community have never 
been there.

I don’t see many convienient stores around where I live. 
But if I drive up or down a couples of miles, I can find.   
Safety was ok in that neighborhood the last 7 years but 
this time around it gets worse. My car was broke and CD 
players and other staff was stolen. We see some strange 
faces ones in while. I think that is not a good sign for this 
kind of area.

Transportation: a direct bus route that goes south (along 
12th Ave) to Beacon Hill is greatly needed.  The only bus 
that services Beacon Hill from the Central District/Capitol 
Hill is the #60, which is a very indirect route and does not 
run often.  The #8 route needs to expand it’s service along 
MLK Way for evening and weekend riders.    Housing: the 
increase in condominiums and housing costs has forced 
low-income community members to relocate.    Safety: 
I am concerned about the increased presence of Seattle 
Police in the Central Area.  The increased presence of 
police on 23rd & Union (and throughout the Central 
District) does not curb street/gang violence, and I do 
not feel safer by having more police nearby.  We need 
more community spaces, job opportunities, low-income 
housing, and community-oriented businesses in the 
neighborhood.    Business District & Buildings: Many small 
businesses have closed due to rent increases and clientele 
displacement.  There used to be several buildings and 
small businesses along Madison between 19th & 22nd 
Aves.  Several of those blocks have been razed and sit as 
vacant lots.  A new condominium on 23rd and Madison 
has had vacant units for years.

Bus service in the Central Area could  certainly be 
improved (although the changes to the #8 are good).  
Specifically, more frequent service on the 12, 11, and 2/3/4 
routes would help to better connect this close-in, dense 
neighborhood with the CBD.    Also, the closures of TT 
Minor and NOVA are unfortunate and short-sighted, as 
the increased number of families in the neighborhood is 
going to increase demand for schools in the near future.

Litter and graffiti are common and not cleaned up.  I don’t 
feel there is a good police presence in the neighborhood 
even though I see suspicious activity going on, especially 
at the corner of Broadway and Jefferson.

No bus service to and from Capitol Hill on weekends.  
Being next to the CD, Capitol Hill is a great place for 
restaurants and entertainment, but the only way to get 
there on weekends is driving, since the 8 only runs during 
the week.    The CD needs more restaurants and shopping.  
I am still going to the international district for nearly all 
of my food needs and it would be wonderful to find in my 
own neighborhood.    And there are times in this area that 
I do not feel safe.  Criminal activity is very apparent in the 
area and I worry about opening up my home to air out in 
the evenings that I might have unwelcome guests.

Businesses closed  Schools closed

There are still an inordinate number of purse snatchings, 
car vandalism and frail elderly still don’t use Pratt Park 
because of the lack of a police presence.

The Promenade and Jackson corridor are in dire need 
of renovation. they are not pedestrian friendly and 
especially south of the Promenade, behind BofA, it is 
unsafe.  Also, townhome design code lacks teeth, vision, 
and care for the n’hoods. Buildings whose prominent 
features are garages, with few or no windows on the 
street and very little setback are unsightly and unsafe.

Many are being pushed out of the community. I would 
hate to see the CD become a neighborhood of ‘haves’. 
A good neighborhood is a mixture of ‘haves’ and ‘have 
nots’.

We need a Fred Meyer. I drive to Ballard to do my 
shopping. I don’t like it.

Every peak hour 14 bus is crowded & standing room only.  
Homes/Units per block should be more limited.  There are 
too many townhomes going up where one house once 
stood.  I don’t shop at any of the stores around 23rd & 
Jackson because of the crime that occurs in that area on a 
regular basis.

NO NEW CONDOS!
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There is a huge amount of visible drug dealing.  I run, and 
I can see various points along my route becoming more 
firmly in the “drug dealers and their clients only” camp.  
There also isn’t a worthwhile business district.  What we 
need is something like the business district in Madison 
Valley, with non-chain stores and an atmosphere that 
doesn’t include drug dealers.

Bus transportation is terrible to get us to places we 
need to go and slow. The route 4 is a SLOW Bus. We 
need a streetcar down Jackson.    While I know that the 
townhomes are the future, there have been too many 
cheap, ugly ones built that do face/take part of the street. 
It’s like we’re building units that allow people to not be 
part of the community.

Wider sidewalks, nervous about the 12th/madison/
union area because there needs to be trees or something 
between the people and the cars.  That is why business 
can’t thrive at the 23rd and Mad Safeway.    Upset that 
low density townhomes built instead of apartments 
where it was zoned for on 23rd near Mad and between 
12th and Broadway for example.    23rd and Union.  23rd 
is awful to walk on.    Union and MLK.  What happened to 
the beautification of MLK that stopped at Cherry?    Need 
more businesses that are actually useful instead of just 
restaurants.  23rd and Jackson strip mall is really bad.  
Should have had a second and third floor with housing.    
Want to preserve buildings on the historic inventory, 
especially on Cherry.    Want a simple (no bigger than a SF 
home) duplex zoning allowable for ANY SF lot inside the 
Urban Village.

Economic downturn has stifled development. Desire for 
workforce/affordable housing as part of redevelopment 
not yet realized.

By safety I am referring to cars speeding. Speeding down 
Union is treacherous. People fly down at 40+ miles per 
hour. I have ‘almost’ been hit many many times.     We 
lack some basic stores such as shoe repair and small 
hardware. Small businesses need more encouragement 
and help, and less of the taxing/regulations that bigger 
businesses can afford, and that makes smaller businesses 
teeter on the edge of viability.    And last but not least, 
OMG the skinny homes architecture is foul! Building 
codes HAVE to be altered to allow more variety and to 
please god give us something to look at that is remotely 
attractive!

Townhomes are cropping up EVERYHWERE and they 
are poorly designed and often do not fit in with existing 
character of homes in terms of scale and density. They 
have created parking problems and detract from the 
overall quality of the neighborhood.

There are a lot of home burglaries and I am very 
concerned about youth violence.

Traffice is getting a little heavy

Too many drug dealers.  The neighborhood is grossly 
underserved by restaurants, shops etc.  Look forward to 
seeing more improvements in the business district while 
hoping diversity is maintained.

The neighborhood is much less safe. Older people who 
were home during the day and helping to keep an eye 
on things are gone. Young “urban hipster” types move 
in, rent, don’t take care of their property, ride their bikes 
around at night with no helmets or lights, demand vegan 
food at the local food bank, irritate the older neighbors. 
Gang members and wannabes congregate at the corner 
of MLK and Jackson, all the way up to the corner of 23rd 
and Jackson, muggings are frequent, I never walk in my 
neighborhood anymore -- I even take the car to go two 
blocks to the Walgreen’s pharmacy. Drug activity and 
prostitution are rampant. Urban hipsters tolerate this in 
front of their rental homes, possibly because they think it 
gives them “street cred” or “ghetto chic.” Yuppies move 
into the newly-built, ugly, expensive, townhouses and 
suggest that problems could be solved through public 
art and having the mini marts sell organic vegetables 
and local wines along with 40s and hot cheetohs. New 
immigrants seem scared and confused. How will these 
groups ever connect to make a safer, more neighborly 
neighborhood?

Bus service is still poor on weekends (no #8, infrequent 
#11).  Zoning restrictions are encouraging more tear-
downs as people try to create more value on large 
lots with small homes in single-family zone-restricted 
areas.  Zoning needs to be changed to allow more infill, 
especially to encourage multi-generational housing and 
affordable housing.

would like to see more small shops and restaurants/
cafes aside from what is on the Rainier “strip”    increased 
density is probably good, but all of the new housing looks 
the same and is ugly

Not enough retail to keep my $$$ in the neighborhood
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Over reliance on automobiles.  Rainier, 23rd, etc all need 
road diets, wider sidewalks, etc.  Urban form is fractured 
by surface parking and driveways.  New construction 
needs to prohibit surface parking and address the most 
significant arterial fronting the site. Many vacant or 
abandoned houses seemingly ignored by DPD. Proactive 
code enforcement for vegetation, derelict cars and other 
nuisances nonexistant.

Safety continues to be a concern and I believe the area 
is very under policed.  The area needs a good grocery 
stop.  Red Apple has improved but not by much.  It can be 
more expensive than QFC and can have quite low quality 
produce and meat.  There are almost no bars or retail of 
interest.

lots of buildings remain vacant, and recently closed 
schools are adding to this list, especially Nova.  Cherry 
has not developed well. safety is a major issue as we feel 
we are in drug containment zone, ironically in walking 
distance to a HIGH SCHOOL!

Considering how close to downtown we are, buses should 
not be running every 30 mins. It takes much too long to 
get downtown.   Still too many shootings.  The business 
district could use a good boost. The Promenade is dated 
and ugly. It could use a facelift.

We experience a great deal of cut-through traffic in 
Jackson Place from the extreme back-ups at Rainier/
Dearborn and Rainier/Jackson.     Our neighbors that have 
live in Jackson Place for decades are getting priced out. 
Older homes are being replaced with oversized, out-
of-place townhomes.    We have been longing for more 
small, local stores and restaurants that we can walk to. 
Jackson has been slow to develop and the now-defunct 
proposed Dearborn Street project was out of scale and 
character with neighborhood needs. We now have some 
opportunities for businesses on Jackson on the ground 
floor of the new developments at 18th, but the economy 
is going to make those slow to fill up.    Jackson and 23rd 
is crying out for an overhaul. The days of massive street 
level parking lots should be behind us. Parking at Red 
Apple is typically low, but you will see many pedestrians 
walking precariously through the parking. We need a 
more pedestrian- and bike-friendly development there. 
Red Apple is a great neighborhood grocery, however, and 
I would not want to lose them to a corporate chain. Again, 
from Jackson Place meeting, I know that neighbors would 
love to see a more vibrant, local development at 23rd as 
well as down on Dearborn someday.

Cost of housing is changing the demographics, historic 
black community getting smaller and older folks moving 
out.  The business areas are scattered and don’t have 
critical mass for a strong pedestrian district yet.

Safety is a concern in the neighborhood. Also, while there 
are parks, the upkeep with respect to rubbish hauling as 
well as plant life maintenance appears sub-par compared 
to other neighborhoods I have lived in here in the city.

Multi-family housing units are largely uninspired in design 
and appear cheap. Newer green units seem more inspired 
and uplifting. Lack of reverance for older architecture 
and the lack of ability for some owners of older homes to 
afford specialized upkeep.

Safety is still an issue. Three shootings outside our 
building (12th and Jefferson). in the last several years. 
Hip-hop club seems to attract drug ‘tourists’ to the 
neighborhood on weekends.

I feel threatened by the number of dogs in the 
community.  I can’t walk down some blocks without 
being barked at by a ferocious and unattended dog.  
My step son was bitten by a dog that got loose and my 
son was chased by one.  We still don’t have great retail 
opportunities.

Many of the townhomes and condos are ugly and don’t 
facilitate community building.  As noted, the East 
Precinct can use more resources.  (who can’t.)  They do a 
great job with what they have.

It would be nice to have a closer, larger grocery store in 
this part of the neighborhood. There are a lot of elderly in 
the area and I can imagine it must be hard for them to get 
certain things because of the distance they need to travel 
on the bus. There is no direct bus route from here to any 
of the grocery stores around. That makes it difficult also.

Would love to see the old MLK school become a 
community center. Also wish there were more frequent 
bus service, particularly 8 and 11.

Crossing Madison and Union streets to reach transit, 
groceries, and other services is not the most pleasant 
nor safe.  12th Avenue needs a transit route.  Connecting 
the future Capitol Hill station with the existing Beacon 
Hill station via a direct route along 12th seems like a no 
brainer.
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Light rail won’t come to the central district. Bus service 
is not always reliable. Housing prices have skyrocketed. 
Violence among young people as well as general petty 
crime don’t create a feeling of safety.

23rd and Union is not adequately policed at night and 
therefore does not feel safe. It would be nice if the 
intersection of 23rd and Union had better street appeal. 
The Existing MF projects along Madison street, East of 
Capitol Hill do not have street friendly retail so there 
hasn’t been much improvement in the retail shopping 
experience. The new Safeway store development could 
have been more street friendly as it sits at an important 
gateway to CH and the Central District.

Traffic is still largely ignored.  Nothing has been done 
to reduce the number of vehicles cutting through the 
neighborhoods and park all over the streets, especially 
those generated by Providence.  There is still not enough 
bus service to all areas.

Crime is still a problem here and in some cases, getting 
worse. Around 23rd and Union, we’re losing businesses. 
Some to earthquake damage, one to murder, but 
generally, in a direction which has created a business and 
social vacuum. Drug dealer, gang bangers, prostitutes 
and others have come in to fill that void. We need some 
life back on the corner. I’m not really sure what that 
means, but something positive has to take back that 
intersection, one business at a time.

The CD has been left out of the new rail and streetcar 
services. We have a long way to take the bus to get to 
light rail. That will be a major pain in the neck and an 
impediment to use it to get to SeaTac airport from the 
CD. We still lack some major businesses and services in 
the CD and have to drive to find them.

The city condones the open air drug dealing. You can 
find drug dealing and prostitution any time day or night. 
Business cannout exist or thrive in this enviroment and 
anyone with kids would be insane to live in here.

Lack of true business nodes and commercial areas that 
are safe, family-friendly, and easily accessible.

The roads here are in very poor condition; bicycle 
commuting is very difficult because of all of the pot 
holes, some of which are enormous.  The community is 
becoming more safe, but it is still a major issue for all 
residents.  We have parks here in the CD, but they do not 
appear to be kept up like parks in other neighborhoods in 
this city.  There are few areas in the neighborhood where 
I consistently shop or go out to eat. This is partially due 
to the quality of the businesses, limited services/products 
offered, safety (especially near 23rd and Jackson) and just 
a general lack of quality.

open air drug dealing is prevalent. Drug paraphernalia is 
all over the streets

Where there is a core at 23rd and Jackson, it seems to 
reflect only one section of the neighborhood.  As a white 
woman I often feel intimidated or harassed when I go 
there - NOT by shopkeeprs (I love the businesses)  but by 
the folks that seems to ‘hang’ out nearby.       Why do we 
put up with drug dealers and gang members constantly 
patroling the park at 28th and Jackson?  It is insulting to 
have such visibal crime in what should be a safe family 
neighborhood.

Violent crime and breakins have gone up a lot in the last 
year or so (six people have been shot within 4 blocks 
of our house in the last year alone).  The commercial 
development hasn’t happened as quickly as I expected, 
and the reason appears to be soil contamination from 
previous businesses (dry cleaners and gas stations), 
making it financially difficult for the properties to be 
developed.  The few commercial properties that are 
nearby are far apart from each other and oriented to 
cars (big front parking lots on busy streets), making it 
impractical for people to walk to these services.

Closed public buildings create a negative impression on 
visitors.  The Cherry and Union Street Business Districts 
are underutilized because of a perceived lack of personal 
safety at night.  23rd avenue should be narrowed (2 travel 
lanes, 1 turn lane) and the sidewalks expanded to allow 
for pedestrian traffic.
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Regarding safety, the violence in our area is upsetting. 
The shootings and deaths affect everyone negatively. 
Finding needles is freaky. I walk around with my little 
one, but there are certain areas of our neighborhood I will 
not go to because of persistent problems with drugs and 
violence. The ‘central district news’ community blog has 
a daily police scanner update and there are some clear 
patterns.     The current transportation system could be 
much improved simply by running certain buses more 
frequently. So many times, even at off-peak times, my 
little one and I have squeezed onto a full (frequently with 
people standing) bus. An overcrowded bus is especially 
difficult for elderly passengers and people with young 
children to navigate. And people are not always jumping 
up to offer seats to the elderly and/or those juggling 
groceries or children.      I would also like to see the 12th 
ave. streetcar happen!  There are no options for north-
south transit through the center of the central district. 
You either have to bus or walk up to 23rd ave (along 
which there are certain bus stops I will not go to because 
they are too sketchy) or bus or walk down to 12th and 
Jackson to catch the notoriously late #9. Or catch 
something and go out-of-the-way through downtown 
and make your way back up to/through capitol hill. Lame!    
More truly affordable housing! Stricter requirements 
placed on developers who tear it down requiring it to 
be replaced. Or a greater percentage of what they build 
must be affordable to people with lower incomes - or if 
the development is condos require that some are sold at 
a rate that is affordable to people with a low or moderate 
income.    I am not pleased with the majority of the new 
construction in the neighborhood. Yes, I too hate most 
of the townhomes. I am not an unyielding opponent of 
development but I think the current situation could be 
improved. I would like to see some better aesthetics 
when it comes to townhomes (and the enormous mixed-
use buildings too).  Perhaps consider something they 
do in Portland where 4 or 6 designs are approved and 
developers can choose one and go through an easier 
more streamlined permit process. I would be very 
interested in that if the designs were created or reviewed/
approved by some real architects along with input from 
neighbors. Putting a little pitched roof on it and some 
trim does not make it “craftsmen style” or make it fit 
in any better! I think a number of people appreciate 
tasteful modern design.   It would also be great to allow 
the addition of “cottages” to the lots of single family 
homes rather than have nice (and even slightly rundown-
though still repairable) old homes razed and replaced 
with the current townhome style and pavement/parking 
covering nearly every inch of the property.  For the 
health of our environment, and because it makes sense, 

we can and should do more to encourage the re-use of 
current structures. A neighborhood program assisting 
interested homeowners with lower or fixed incomes 
with navigating the process of financing and building 
a “cottage” on their property could be a way to create 
responsible development/density, and generate income 
in the form or rent or sale for the homeowners. The 
remodel (or even larger scale vertical addition to) and re-
use of our neighborhood’s many vacant storefronts would 
also be a positive thing for our neighborhood.    Overall, 
neighborhood development should be benefiting the 
residents of the neighborhood more.    There are some 
nice locally-owned businesses in our neighborhood and 
I would like to see more! We are happy the huge Target 
development on Dearborn did not pass and that is one of 
the reasons. There have been some new openings, and 
there have been closures and relocating too. We need 
more places to walk to within the neighborhood, beyond 
the areas 12th, 23rd, Jackson and Madison. I am pleased 
with the new G-projects live/work building at 19th and 
Yesler and I am looking forward to seeing what moves in.

Open drug dealing, crack smoking, prostitution, and 
burglarly are horrible in this neighborhood. I see open 
dealing and use on a daily basis. I worry about my kids 
in this neighborhood. I will no longer cross anywhere 
near 23rd avenue after dark. The corner of 23rd/Union 
is a mess. It is falling apart, 1/2 abandoned and in need 
of a fresh start (empty lot, gas station, liquor store, 
abandoned retail, and open air drug market 24/7/365). 
Buses are frequent but almost always overcrowded...very 
disappointed that light rail did not continue down MLK 
through the CD.
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The neighborhood plan called for north/south transit 
service on 12th Avenue.  There is none and no apparent 
progress on achieving that.  I believe the 12th Avenue 
urban village is the only urban village in the City without 
transit service on its “main street”.      The current 
Multifamily Land Use Code encourages the worst kind of 
townhouse development.  We need an improved Code 
so that future multifamily development is better.    King 
County has said for the better part of the last ten years 
that it will develop or partner with a developer to put 
mixed use (housing and retail) buildings on the parking 
lot portion of the DYS site at 12th and Alder.  Nothing 
has been done, and progress appears to be years away.  
I would like to see the City help the County put in place 
a development that replaces this vast surface parking 
lot and repairs this gaping hole in our urban fabric.    The 
Parks Dept. recognizes 12th Avenue as an “underparked” 
neighborhood.  One small piece of property has been 
identified as the site of a future park, which is good.  
However, even if and when that piece is developed we 
will need more parks and open space.    The City should 
do more to support the areas that have been designated 
as commercial hubs (business districts.)  Recently the City 
appeared ready to change the zoning and vacate streets 
in order to support a nearby mall (on Deaborn near 
Rainier.)  The promise of the Neighborhood Plan is that 
if neighborhoods accept residential density then the City 
will support and encourage amenities, such as increased 
retail opportunities.  The City seems to have forgotten 
that promise.  In the future, zoning decisions should not 
take away from the vitality of nearby small-scale business 
districts.    The Mayor’s 1992 12th Avenue Plan contained 
a mechanism for funding capital improvements in the 
neighborhood by devoting the proceeds of the sale 
of City-owned property to such improvements.  That 
funding mechanism was stopped by City bureaucrats 
contrary to ordinances previously passed by the City 
Council and promises made to the neighborhood.

I am extremely displeased with what I see as huge influx 
of condominiums without any thought to design or how 
they fit in the neighborhood

More small business development or multifamily housing 
is needed along 23rd, between Jackson and Madison.  
Townhomes, in my opinion, are not a good fit for such a 
major arterial.  I would prefer to see development similar 
to what one sees along 45th Avenue in Wallingford.  
Transportation options have not expanded to serve the 
growing population in this neighborhood.  There is not 
great diversity in restaurants (predominantly Ethiopian/
Eritrean cuisine) or stores (nail salons, chain stores).   
Level of drug and gang activity remains high and also 
very visible.  Block between Islamic School and Nova 
School frequently filled with drug dealers and prostitutes.  
I would like to see more multifamily development with 
set-asides for affordable housing units.  Townhouse 
development in the neighborhood has, to date, been 
largely boring and predictable, with few exceptions.

the buses are still incredibly slow.

Parks Department upkeep of parks is sub-par compared 
to other neighborhoods.  Public safety remains an 
issue, in part due to the lack of economic investment in 
commercial districts and the neighborhood as a whole.

Not enough adequate transit options.  Not enough 
affordable housing.  Just moving drug problems from one 
corner to another.  Not enough open space.  Not enough 
affordable retail space and too many corporate chain 
stores.  But - headed in the right direction and pleased 
with commitment to involve community.

we need the streetcar on 12th! going north between the 
ID, CD, and Capitol Hill is nearly impossible! Also, there 
needs to be a real stoplight at 14th and Jefferson.

seattle is like the crappiest run city of all time.  Whose 
clever idea was it to remove the light rail down 23rd Ave 
in the 40’s?  We sure could use it now.  Thank God the 
bitches that were running the city then didn’t run San 
Francisco.  Think about it.  Seattle could have been so 
accessible and pedestrian friendly and not so car oriented 
had you just FUCKIN LEFT IT ALONE.
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Current plans call for a new mixed use retail/residential 
building on 23rd and E Union.  The developer was 
granted a varience to go to 6 floor in a NC-45 zone, 
without having to submit documented justification of 
financial hardship to remain within zoning height limits.  
I attended public hearing of the Design Review board for 
this project.      While there is neighborhood support for 
something going into this long unused lot, I feel that the 
city was irresponsible in granting the height variance.  It 
sets precedent for future construction going to a height 
that is inappropriate for a neighborhood comprised 
primarily of single family residences.

The 23rd and Jackson business district is just a giant strip 
mall.  How about having a real urban village that people 
can be proud of instead of a strip mall?    Crime is on the 
rise, safety is a big concern.  Gang violence seems up.  We 
hear gunshots a couple of times a year which isn’t fun.    
Please bring the Ranier light rail close by when the over 
the bridge (I-90) connector comes in!

Few useful businesses have moved into 23rd & jackson 
area in past 3 years.  Public transportation to other areas 
in Seattle still limited - must take multiple busses to get 
to bellevue.  Still not safe at night.

I understand the why and I know things are going to get 
better until equal gets real.

fewer buses because of light rail

Cookie cutter (or worse) designs for townhouses and 
other “tall-skinny” in-fill/replacement housing MAY 
be restrained by new rules for Design Review for such 
“developments.’   12trh Ave shd have had a bus line for 
the past ten years at least... the street car MUST be a 
top priority-- AND at last a decent sized park (not the 
pathetic make-do at 12 & James Ct... even if augmented 
by a woonerf street and MAYBE a decent open garden on 
Seattle U’s still vacant property at 12th & Cherry...

We are in dire need of North-South transportation along 
12th Avenue.  There is no north-south transit of any sort 
between Broadway and 23rd, 12th or 14th Avenue are 
the logical choices for this.  12th is more of a commercial 
district and probably a better choice.

The Rainier Valley and the cd area seems under served by 
grocery stores and movie theaters and shops

WE haven’t had functioning street lights along Othello 
Park since well before I moved into the neighborhood. 
Also, there is often hordes of young teenagers milling 
about the neighborhood.

Safety is a major concern. I feel the neighborhood has 
actually gotten worse when it comes to violent crime. We 
also need more businesses on Madison and Union which 
will increase foot traffic and make the neighborhood feel 
more urban.
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12th Ave North of Jefferson looks great, it is 
neglected or vacation South of Jefferson.  I find 
myself avoiding the South end of 12th ave even 
though I only live 2 blocks away.

See above-- some are VERY poorly implemented

Given the realities of economics, I’m not sure 
how to acheive the vision of fairness in access and 
opportunity.  I’m not pleased with development 
before infastructure, though I do very much 
support the density goals - in fact, would like to 
see height limits increased, which might be a way 
to gain more dollars for affordable housing/retail?

Business districts have declined.

The narrative seems extremely respectful 
however the applications seem much less 
committed. Many attempts seem token and 
minimal at best and lack proper involvement of 
diverse community reisdents.

I think some pieces have been acheived or are 
actively being worked on while other parts are 
being neglected. I feel like it is squarely in the 
middle of somewhat well and somewhat poorly.

23rd and Jackson is still a weak business district. 
23rd and Union is still a poor gathering place.

Change takes time. I think the efforts for public 
spaces have been good for the CD. But I don’t 
think a lot of the key strategies are being met. I 
haven’t seen the area around Rainier/Boren/12th 
become a gateway to the CD. It doesn’t seem 
pedestrian or bicycle friendly or very connected 
to the history of the CD and immigration in 
Seattle. 23rd and Union doesn’t have open space 
elements - the Philly store has been shuttered, 
the car wash is boarded up, there’s chain link 
fence around an empty field, and drug activity 
a block away. I don’t see the Madison/Miller 
District revitalized for African American business. 
23rd and Jackson is an “”urban village”” around 
largely chain stores, not independent businesses. 
Subway, Starbucks, a video store, Walgreens - 
these do not an urban village make.

For what they expected to achieve I think the Central Area Action 
Plan has worked adequately for the central business hub. The 
outer neighborhoods still have difficulties.

Housing has improved but police presence and sidewalk 
maintenance are still lacking.

Goodwill complex / target would have been great for this 
neighborhood, vut too many community organizations slowed 
the project to the point the developer lost interest.  Our 
neighborhood lost a good opportunity because those afraid 
of new development dragged their feet and discouraged the 
developer

Some business areas such as 23rd and Union have been 
mismanaged, rather than reasonably developed.  A vision with 
schools should have been included.

As described in the previous answers, things seem to be just 
coming to fruition in places.

A lot of ideas for the Madison-Miller area are great, but the 
economy is not cooperating. It would be nice to see some stuff 
built on the empty lots along Madison.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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As far as 23rd and Jackson, the crossing on Jackson b/w 
the developments is dangerous, the development, in 
general is not pedestrian- or bike-friendly, there have 
been recent shootings, the smaller businesses struggle to 
stay open (the bookstore failed, yet we still have military 
recruiting), and it lacks any community character or local 
appeal.

Key Strategy A: Even though it’s ugly, I like the new bike 
rack (instead of a car parking spot) on 12th Ave.  I am 
concerned about new businesses on 12th Ave catering 
to high-end clientele and displacing nearby low-income 
community members. 
Key Strategy B: Many small businesses have closed due to 
rent increases and clientele displacement.  There used to 
be several buildings and small businesses along Madison 
between 19th & 22nd Aves.  Several of those blocks have 
been razed and sit as vacant lots in addition to other 
nearby vacant buildings.  A new condominium on 23rd 
and Madison has had vacant units for years.  The Safeway 
storefront below this condominium is NOT a community-
oriented business.

I’ve seen the improvements to 12th Ave and the traffic 
light improvements to Jackson and 23rd, but I’m not 
familiar in detail with the Neighborhood Plan.

After long lag (most of decade) the redevelopment of the 
Madison corridor began but is now stalled. The drug-
related crime issues in our immediate neighborhood have 
been resolved, but have re-emerged at 23rd & UNION.

Maybe there was more drug dealing in the past, but there 
is still quite a lot of it here, along with the violence that 
often accompanies it.  I feel uncomfortable in my own 
neighborhood.

The neighborhood is becoming more dangerous. There 
doesn’t appear to be any new businesses, namely 
restaurants which will attract more foot traffic.

There are a lot of positive possibilities with all the planned 
construction along Madison, too bad it can’t start any 
time soon. There is a lot of talk about maintaining 23rd 
and union as a hub of the area. There should be some 
more work done making it more pedestrian-friendly by 
slowing down traffic on 23rd and providing on-street 
parking on 23rd.

Madison Valley is not addressed specifically in the Central 
Area neighborhood plan vision.

The vision and strategy are described in vague, macro-
level terms that seem to come straight out of a text book 
or manual.  It’s unclear to me what the vision and strategy 
really mean beyone the jargon.

23rd and union is a ghost town. Three of the four 
corners are empty. The community police station is a 
joke because it is empty and drug use, drug dealing and 
absolute thuggery happens right outside it’s doors. If 
I didn’t have to go to the post office, I would avoid it 
altogether. 23rd and Jackson is doing great in comparison 
and I feel ‘community’ there.  
And people are still isolated by race and class. There 
are the ‘owners’ and the ‘renters’ and each group is 
demonized in the neighborhood.

Some areas are really coming alive and others need help.

Maybe I’m just a little jaded by work and past 
experiences, but mission statements rarely reflect what’s 
actually going on on the ground. I think they’re valuable 
in communicating complex processes in a simple sound 
bite, but they aren’t so good at providing any sort of 
scale for measuring success. Given that, I think the 
Neighborhood Plan vision is still, more or less, on target.

We are at the beginning of the neighborhood’s 
transformation. This would be a better question to ask 18 
months from now.

I think some of the strategies have been achieved, but 
without hearing from the neighbors/NPAC about what 
they consider signs of success, this is difficult to judge.

My neighborhood falls outside of any of the “”planned”” 
zones so we see no improvement or changes.  General 
vision seems to be working, but only for the planned 
areas, like Madison-Miller.  My home falls a few blocks 
east of this planned area, so it gets all of the blight and 
problems without any of the benefits.

Gentrification 
Some good new venues can’t be used because safety 
(crime) issues

I’ve only been living here a year so I’m not aware of what 
it was like even 5 years ago to be able to tell.

Union streetscape was a big improvement
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Very little has been done to achieve the Neighborhood 
Plan vision and key strategies.  Mayor Rice’s 1992 12th 
Avenue Plan put in place a mechanism for funding some 
of the key provisions of that Plan which also became 
key provisions of the late 1990’s Neighborhood Plan.  
However, recent actions by the Office of Housing took 
away the mechanism for funding the plan. 
There has been no action on providing public 
transportation for 12th Avenue.  At the time of the 
Neighborhood Plan, Metro indicated that the likely 
transit route for 12th Avenue would be a circulator 
between the Madison/Boylston (First Hill) Sound Transit 
light rail station and another S.T. light rail station 
(perhaps a station on Rainier or the International District 
station.  The Madison/Boylston S.T. light rail station was 
eliminated.  Now there is a plan to connect the Capitol 
Hill S.T. station with the Inernational District S.T. station 
with a streetcar, but some of the plans for doing that 
would have the streetcar bypass 12th Avenue. 
Successful development of the urban village strategy 
for more residences and retail space depends on the 
willingness of large institutional property owners to 
participate.  Chief among them is King County, which 
owns approximately 8 acreas on 12th Avenue which it has 
held as a surface parking lot. In addition to King County, 
Pioneer Human Services, the Catholic Archdiocese, and 
Seattle University have held large pieces of property in 
states of decay, pending their later (apparently much 
later) decisions to develop.   
The Parks Department has moved forward (throught the 
Pro Parks Opportunity Fund) to identify a small parcel 
for a park.  This is much appreciated and we are looking 
forward to the future development of that site.  We 
are also looking forward to another park to serve the 
neighborhood.  Identifying and purchasing appropriate 
land for parks and open space is difficult because of the 
cost of land. 
The successful development of the neighborhood plan is 
hindered by the unwillingness of Swedish Hospital and 
the Sabey Corporation to participate in neighborhood 
planning.   
It’s likely that rezoning should be considered.  There may 
be a need to allow greater heights on 12th Avenue.

I don’t really see much happening...

I do recognize there has been progress in the 
neighborhood plan--lots of services and general 
improvements.

I do think there’s been tremendous progress along 12th, 
in particular, and the area around Jackson & 23rd. Union 
& 23rd has been problematic for a long time, especially 
since Philly’s closed due to the shooting there. I don’t 
think the Central Area is remaining affordable for its 
traditional residents, especially POC communities.

The economic health of the CD and business districts are 
lagging behind other neighborhoods. We lack many basic 
services and suppliers. Public transportation service plans 
have ignored the CD. It has been and remains difficult 
to get older, long-time African-American residents to 
particpate in neighborhood planning and meetings. As 
the demographics change, we need to hear their voices 
and hopes for the CD.

23rd and Jackson is a mess and is detrimental to the 
health of the neighborhood as opposed to it’s core. 
It’s amazing that a neighborhood so close to the city 
could have such an uninteresting, bland mix of retail, if 
at all. I hope someone knocks down that ill-conceived 
Promenade 23 and starts over there.

I don’t see much improvement at 23rd and Jackson in the 
last 5 years. Perhaps as the new developments finish up 
Jackson, the area will pick up a bit.

23rd and Jackson and 23rd and Union look pathetic. They 
are depressing places. The demographics of the Central 
Area have changed tremendously in the past 10 years- 
the plan should reflect these changes but does not appear 
to accomodate this matter.

We need notice of a town hall meeting for the area with 
city planners.

The safety issue needs to be resolved otherwise no one 
else is going to want to start a business here or to buy 
property here!

It seems as though there is still a variety of housing for a 
range of incomes, however the supply of lower income 
housing does seem to be decreasing, which is detrimental 
to the neighborhood in my opinion.

23rd and Jackson is barely hanging on as the business 
cornerstone.
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People are afraid to be at the “”core”” of 23rd and Union.  

I don’t see the neighborhood magnets.

There seems to be slow movement.

With neighborhood continued involvement things have 
kept moving.  However there are multiple areas where 
without the push from the neighbors the City would do 
nothing.  The City should be more commited to follow 
through.

Need a strategy that tells Seattle that the Central District 
is a very livable place and kid friendly.

we need much stronger, walkable business districts. To 
much prime retail space is taken up by non-productive 
uses along major arterials.

Those were a whole lot of words that said absolutely 
nothing.  You high if you think ZONING is the way 
to fix the future. how about teaching more personal 
responsibility and a little less social engineering.  We had 
a gravel parking strip that was useful for probably 50 
years and the city in it’s infinite wisdom took it out and 
planted trees and grass and put up no parking signs.  Well 
the signs have been stolen, and now everyone parks up 
on the grass.  It rains here. I’m not sure anyone downtown 
knows that.  The “”grass”” turns to mud and washes down 
the street.  It’s a filthy mess and clogs the drains.  Great 
Job.

People are still pushing for good development along 12th 
ave.  
23rd and Union is a mess! 
I have seen no signs that East Madison is a shopping 
center that celebrates African-American history. Did the 
“”economic opportunity area”” etc, ever happen? 
Address the confluence of at the “”central gateway”” 
how? That statement is vague. 
23rd and Jackson area has seen some development but it 
is the scene of too much drug dealing and violence to be 
considered successful.

I read the plan, I sit on the Providence CAC, I attend 
Squire Park meetings.  I am involved.

The neighborhood plan appears to be aspirational rather 
than a true assertion of realistic goals. Most of the 
neighborhood plan goals appear to still be nothing more 
than a hope for sometime in the distant future.

I’m afraid we’re losing our diversity in the neighborhood, 
which low income minorities continuing to move out.  It’s 
a difficult challenge though.
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Gentrification as it applies to small businesses is a 
growing concern, but may be controlled if we move fast 
enough.

I am encouraged by talk of the streetcar serving the area, 
that demonstrates the city’s commitment to improving 
the area.

The SUPPOSED (but only on paper) focus on and so-
called pan for the so-called 23rd Ave corridor from Union 
to Jackson areas is NOT likely to bear fruit within the 
next decade....  Certainly the 12th Ave Plan can work 
sooner, but, OF COURSE, it is not in the center of this 
large Central Area-- not even of Squire Park.  BUT it is a 
plan/place with promise...  Capital Hill HOusing is a more 
successgful non-profit developer than CADA, as can be 
seen in the sad situation on Yesler & 17th...  (The Casa 
Latina farce there is not helping build community support 
for building a more interactive community...

The vision seems honorable.  I need to learn more about 
the key strategies before I can really comment.

The CAAP II plan does not appear to be taking into 
consideration all members of this neighborhood, 
especially when the word gentrification is used in the 
pejorative throughout the plan.  The language of the plan 
excludes some of the diversity of the neighborhood that 
the plan says it is committed to fostering.

With regard to the neighborhood plans themselves 
my neighborhood is specifically outside of any of the 
neighborhoods set for the specific plans.

many have been achieved, need new strategies

SCHOOLS must be added as they are key to the fabric of 
any neighborhood.

They can be built upon.  We might want to reframe a bit 
and look at some ped zones like at MLK and Union.

I’d like to see sustainability and community 
interdependence become more of a priority. ...major 
shifts to solar and other alternative energy sources. I 
would also like to see the Farmer’s Markets become more 
central to the sustainability of the neighborhood.

The Central Area seems to be left out of transportation 
planning.

Ongoing townhouse developments are beyond the 
economic reach of many of our neighbors. Neighborhood 
will be most stable if it can provide housing for the whole 
spectrum of our neighbors.

The plan looks like it assumes success; the planners may 
think that phase one is over, but it isn’t.

Transportation is still a priority.  So is revitalizing business 
districts around Madison, Union, and Jackson.

Forget honoring the “”African American”” community. 
The community needs progress, not an homage to 
antiquated delineation based on race.

Some priorities should not change and we should hold 
the course, others should be reviewed and if they are to 
remain, they should be better supported.

Priorities need to change. If the “”vision”” is a strategic 
goal, then it will only be achieved if individual problems 
are dealt with using the right tactic and in the right 
order. The city is obviously re-prioritizing some of its 
programs around drug and crime problems. So long as 
our community vision stays in touch with current realities, 
I think our priorities will be okay.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.
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I assume since crime is my major issue, that you are 
asking if the priorities of development, business core 
etc should still remain. Can’t fight crime without people 
having jobs. Would really prioritize the 23 and Jackson 
area get cleaned up from drugs and shootings. I get 
verbally harassed just going into the liquor store. Can’t we 
get a neighborhood group to go out there as a presence? 
The cops sure don’t. I have never seen one go into the 
neighborhood police station.

Gentrification

Parks, pretty new libraries etc are of little use if gangs are 
allowed to control the streets.

I think the priorities in the neighborhood plan remain 
similar - but public safety really needs to be addressed 
in this neighborhood. The new policing initiative to give 
low-level drug dealers an opportunity to clean up their 
acts and the inclusion of community members in that 
process are both interesting and potentially positive 
actions. I don’t have answers - but I know that 23rd & 
Union, for example, isn’t going to thrive until the risk of 
violence there decreases. I’ve been distressed, too, by 
all the violence occurring near the Garfield Community 
Center, which should be a safe and vibrant place for 
community members.

See above.

I think the nieghborhood plan is still a good one, 
though while focussing on the inherent diversity of the 
neighborhood, we probably need to address the fact 
that it is the “”historical”” home of the African American 
community, and realize it is not really the center of that 
community (if it exists) anymore.

Small neighborhoods like Leschi, Madrona, Mt. Baker are 
neglected, while 23rd and Jackson is continually talked 
about. A ridiculously large rezone was foisted on 23rd and 
Union by the Developer and Mayor which is totally out 
of scale and character with the neighborhood and now 
is proposed to be the standard by which other rezones 
in the area will be decided- this is criminal. Finally, the 
arterial of 23rd which crosses the Central Area is not 
planned or studied in any way. Ignoring the planning 
of 23rd is shortsighted on the part of the planning 
department in that it affects any potential of developing 
the abutting communities in a humane way. The Planning 
Dept. gets an “”F”” in not even recognizing the lost 
opportunity they have in not planning 23rd properly.

You seem to think things are better than they are  
Deprioritize 12th Ave, they have Seattle U to pull them 
along  
23rd and Jackson needs bigger focus (moreso than what 
you have now) 23rd and Union is in need of desparate 
help

We should review this in the process.

I think the city in general has given up on the 
neighborhoods.

ZONING ZONING ZONING.  It’s a Dept. of Rubberstamps, 
oh I mean the Dept. of Neighborhoods lingo for tear out a 
house and put in 6 townhouses with to little parking.

This neighborhood is changing. Much of the plan focuses 
on mitigation of the impact of redevelopment in this 
once neglected neighborhood. I would like to see some 
changes in the plan that reflect the positive impacts of 
this redevelopment.
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Restricting auto access, promoting bicycling walking 
and transit.  Aggressive code enforcement for public 
nuisances.

bringing businesses to the area. Especially around the 
12th ave

Safety - 2 murders at the corner of 12th & Jefferson in the 
last year

Parks, public places, creating a sense of community

Given the age distributions, more focus needed 
on getting good schools working here...  HOusing 
affordability can be helped by Capitol Hill Housing and 
CADA (but NOT by the bloated plan for Yesler terrace-- 
5000 units!! how will it be squashed like the failed 
Goodwill project that we fought so hard? Many of the 
units in both plans were luxury or above median units...

Pedestrian safety.  Encouraging new business 
development along Cherry, Union, 23rd and MLK.

why certain items haven’t been achieved (has the goal 
changed? was there not money? lack of political support?)

Drug Dealing

Proper melding of business and resident needs; 
intelligent traffic and urban design that is not just 
expedient but well conceived and sustainable; 
consideration for future residents and the significance 
of history in continuing development; City oversight 
and responsibility to maintaining certain streetscape 
elements of the plan.

Capital improvements, especially gateway projects; failed 
goals of CAAP II from 1992; considering the needs of the 
people who are referred to only in the original plan as 
those who have come into the neighborhood because of 
“”gentrification””;

Cleaning up the area on Jackson between Flo Ware Park 
on the east and 23rd and Jackson on the west. Please! 
When is the new fire station going to be build on the 
southwest corner of MLK and Jackson? When can the 
Seattle Girls School build a permanent building on 
the northeast corner of 23rd and MLK? And get rid of 
that hideous billboard. Crack addicts, gang members, 
prostitutes and drug dealers render the whole area 
unsafe. Does anyone care?

parking opportunities for those who want to use light rail, 
developing local business districts.

Safety, eliminating drug dealing

transportation networks and development patterns

gang violence

Facilities that allow residents to have a place to form 
community.

walkability

affordability

businesses and development that fit the character of the 
community, rather than building more strip malls/box 
stores

commercial/retail investment.  I really like the urban 
village plans.  Need more safety and police particularly 
around 23rd to 30 on Jackson and around 23rd and union

Police presence, development of commercial enterprise, 
additional buses

safety & public transportation

AFFORDABLE housing, employment, crime prevention 
(that actually works)

businesses and transportation in the area

Safety

Schools to support the demographics and development 
patterns

Retail areas on Jackson Street and crime on 23rd and 
Jackson

guns, gangs, crime, drugs

Trends.  The status is point in time, but it would be good 
to see what the numbers were in 1994, 1999, 2004 etc.  
Can’t tell if we are even increasing density. 
Also need to understand that we are just at the point of a 
lot of tearing down and rebuild in some areas, so we need 
to included permitted stuff.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Pedestrian and public safety, development patterns, 
green infrastructure, transportation options (e.g. street 
car on MLK Blvd to link to Mt. Baker light rail station), the 
intersection of 23rd and E. Union

crime prevention, neighborhood-friendly development, 
preservation, and education

housing affordability..........

revitalizing business centers like 23rd & South Jackson 
and 23rd & Union; road repair for 23rd b/t South Jackson 
and Madison.

increasing low-income housing, community spaces, job 
opportunities, and community-minded business.

Imroving safety through environmental design.

transportation, development

Transportation 
Business development 
Parks

Economic development and housing for all

crime; walkability

safety as it relates to youth violence

Helping small businesses thrive.  Engaging youth and 
providing alternatives to gangs and violence.

safety, business development in tough areas

Safety and making the neighborhood a place you can 
do business in. I find it ironic that I have to travel to 
downtown or Cap Hill to eat or shop.

Crime, public transit.

As the area is getting denser, there needs to be more 
public open space.

How the African American residents, especially seniors 
and youth, can be integrated into this new vision.  It 
feels as though the City is waiting for the old blacks 
to die and the young men to be sent to prison, so that 
young affluent (mostly white) folks can move into the 
pricey condominium units that are swallowing up the 
neighborhood.

more walkable residential streets, more opportunity 
for local businesses to have retail spaces to meet 
demands of more residents, students, and workers in the 
neighborhood,  more public art and open space!

Safety, especially in the night time!

Making a neighborhood for all income levels.

Detailed neighborhood demographics

getting the word out and inviting people to be involved. If 
only a few people have filled out this survey from certain 
neighborhoods, someone dropped the ball!! 
Be smart about distribution - mailing something to 
residents that looks like junk mail (most letters I get 
from the city look like this) means it will probably be 
thrown away without being read. Updates (and notices 
of meetigngs) should be sent to all neighborhood 
community council leadership for inclusion in newsletters 
and on websites, distributed at community council 
meetings and in conjunction with other Dept. of 
Neighborhood programs (i.e. in the P-Patch newspaper).

The status report should actually focus on the ways in 
which the neighborhood plan has not been accomplished.

Properly maintaining & improving the landscape 
of existing SHA properties, providing adequate 
transportation means to support the rapid increase in the 
number of people inhabiting our neighborhoods.  
“”new residents to occupy in more sustainable ways”” 
seems like the opposite is happening

More focus on business and business opportunities

housing affordability, development patterns

Safety, commercial nodes, clear neighborhood centers/
focus areas, and traffic calming in the neighborhood 
streets.

crime (vandalism, drug abusers in Judkins Park)

Crime, making places walkable, removing graffiti - 
giving them a place to put up there””art”” - but not on 
businesses and personal property.

Retaining existing housing and creating more density.

Safe streets
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Clean streets and adjacent areas

Rehab abandoned buildings and lots

Gang activity

housing affordability and intergenerational programming

Bringing community together and having Central 
Area get as much attention as other more established 
neighborhoods.

public safety - and also on how building heights and 
density interact with neighboring buildings. We can 
increase density without lowering the quality of life for 
folks already here.

I’d also like to see more emphasis on housing 
opportunities for families with children as apartments 
and condos and townhouses are developed.

Transportation may become an increasingly important 
focus as Metro reduces bus frequency. Buses are a very 
important form of transportation in the Central Area.

shops & restaurants

Cultural preservation 
Recreation opportunities 
Community spaces 
Pedestrian and bicycle transportation 
Small businesses

Schools and businesses. At least convenient 
transportation to these things to make it feel more like a 
community.

creating more housing, developing existing businesses, 
attracting more businesses

Transportation, economic development, work-force 
housing

transportation networks (need more frequent service) 
and development patterns

safety 
new businesses

Planning and analysis of 23rd Avenue as it affects the 
liveability of the entire Central Area

Improving townhome regulations, continue to sweep 
the drug dealers off the street, work on youth violence, 
and then do whatever we can to get the buildings that 
are built occupied and the new ones on 23rd and Union 
online.  
We need to then address the ageing 60’s car-focus 
buildings (with the parking lots for drug deals) that make 
up 23rd and Union and 23rd and Jackson.  
More focus on improving 23rd and making it safer. 
More focus on getting a link from Light Rail/Street Car to 
downtown and Capitol Hill. We need to push the Jackson 
Streetcar up to 23rd and knock down that drug mini-mart 
for the turn around/barn.

Community-based solutions for addressing crime (as 
opposed to police-based “”solutions.””). Preserving 
affordable housing for long-time residents of 
neighborhood.

Safety, drugs and gangs as well as revitalizing Jackson

safety, truly affordable housing (not just lip-service), 
helping small businesses thrive along the 23rd Ave 
corridor.

Walkable neighborhoods.  Jackson street “”urban 
village”” would be amazing if the streets were walkable.  
I LOVE the idea of turning 23rd ave into a 2 lane road 
with a turn lane in the middle and parking on the sides.  I 
think this would allow enough buffer between the busy 
streets and the sidewalk to make people actually feel 
comfortable walking in the neighborhood.  Walking on 
23rd now is NOT enjoyable as the traffic is whizzing by 
only inches away.

facility maintenance, like street repair and maintenance. 
More focus on automobile issues. Like parking and 
availability of parking for business areas.

youth violence, graffiti

Livability. For example, MLK between Union and Cherry is 
a hideous thoroughfare. No trees and a wide street make 
it a speedway. It’s one of the ugliest stretches of road in a 
‘residential’ area.  
Trees. Many trees are randomly cut down. There needs 
to be education about what trees do for us, as well as 
planting more trees. 
Actually getting something progressive built on the SW 
corner of 23rd and Union. That whole intersection is a 
blight.
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safety first! transportation!  better distribution of housing 
to retail businesses

Creating thriving business districts through public 
infrastructure investments and small business assistance 
programs

Transportation!  Trolley down 12th ave!

Core business district and really developing non-strip mall 
businesses. 
Crime and safety.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING.

12th ave street car and retail development

Walkability of neighborhoods.  It is important what kind 
of transportation the population is using in determining 
the amenities a neighborhood needs.  And crime rates.  Is 
the plan making our neighborhoods safer?   
Oh, and... is our children learning?

Transportation and Parks

More focus on retail, transportation, safety and zoning.  
I think some areas need to move from single family to 
multi-family.

Street safety

Education

Transportation

Teaching people to not throw trash in the streets.  And 
take a moment to notice that boarded up schools is bad 
and reflects poorly on our society.  If you want to give 
such a lofty word to this mess.

It is all relevant!

- previous goals and their progress/status 
- successes & shortcomings

Traffic, transportation, zoning, enforcing zoning and 
forcing large institutions be good neighbors.  SU has 
changed in the last 10 years and is now a very good 
neighbor.

1. Infrastructure- roadways are very bad and cable service 
is poor 
2. Encouraging business development that will further 
support the redevelopment of the community

Transportation
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Accommodating automobiles.

N/A, all focus is good

Pumped up rosy views of planning successes so far...
SHOW me! I asked that of the CANP Stewardship for 
a  year, and nothing (0, zilch) was offered nor were any 
criticisms of the process allowed...

exhibiting projects that have been accomplished with 
little or no help from the City (ex. Powell Barnett Park 
improvements)

Village concepts.  True neighborhoods come from a sense 
of belonging and are not imposed, rather more organic 
in nature. The current village concepts are only good on 
paper and in public presentation but do not at all reflect 
the true nature of our neighborhoods. I would trade a full 
community concept over that of village convergences. 
These “”villages”” have served to truly segment this 
community and have given power to those who practice 
privilege over communal engagement.

everything,  this is mostly over-planning busybodies 
pretending to plan areas that can’t or shouldn’t be 
planned

Bicycles. I am sick to death of hearing about them. We 
are foster parents and have five kids. Three have bicycles. 
My husband and I can’t afford bicycles. My husband had 
a bike, but gave it to one of our kids. Our neighborhood 
is not safe to ride bikes in for kids due to high crime. 
Bicycles are a white middle class and upper class luxury, 
by and large. Bicycle Sundays prevent low-income 
families of color from accessing Lake Washington while 
obnoxious bike racers and well groomed white families 
from nearby lakeside communities enjoy the luxury of 
riding up and down the lake. Swell.

public amenities - just for now since it seems that there 
has been some progress in this area so far. Though I think 
having some green space around 23rd and Union would 
be a positive change.

roads

increasing development for the sake of development

increasing diversity

housing development

density

Bike lanes and traffic circles!!!!

keeping big business out and restricting traffic

Zoning revisions

Increasing density where it is not naturally occurring 
when the basic goals have been achieved.  When this has 
occurred obviously some areas were more appropriate for 
increased density than others were.  The goals have been 
met, don’t chop down any more trees or take away high 
quality older homes.

housing affordability

Ok for what it is.  Doesn’t lead one to say whether the 
plan is in urgent need of update or not -- I think not 
urgent at all, but within a few years.

23rd and S Jackson

bringing in large, corporate retailers

new housing

building condominiums and policing the neighborhood.

New housing

seas of multi-colored pie-charts that are already out-of-
date, due to economic downturn

worrying about leaving people behind in the “”rising 
economic tide.””  I think we all know that that’s an 
outdated phrase.

density we seemed to have achieved it here

parks in wealthy neighborhoods

Keeping the “”African American”” image.

the internet/electronic communication to the exclusion of 
other methods. Not everyone has the internet - esp. older 
citizens. It really bothers me when info. is only available 
on a website or via email.

noise ordinances in the entertainment districts

Increasing density (we don’t need it)

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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Race. Crime is about poverty and lack of good education.

retaining single-family zoning that is no longer workable 
in an urban environment, where density must be 
increased.

General development

I would say wringing our hands on diversity, but it 
is important that people can live and work in the 
neighborhood so affordable/public housing is very much 
needed.

demographics

Upzoning which is not in scal and character with the 
surrounding community

whatever the tradeoffs are

expensive townhouse, condo and large home 
developments

Bicycle and pedestrian projects. The new bike lanes 
should have been installed on non main arterial’s in this 
city. The main streets were designed for automobile 
movement thru the city and not non motorized traffic, we 
need to keep a perspective on this matter.

The cop kiosk on 23rd and Union. Rarely occupied, it is a 
joke in the neighborhood.

Parks. We have many great parks now. Lets focus on 
making the main streets more attractive.

12th Avenue has Seattle U to help it out, focus less on 
that.  23rd and Jackson and 23rd and Union should be the 
focus.

Giving beautiful houses to developers to tear out and 
leave open holes in the ground.

neighborhood demographics

Low income housing - it is a nice idea, but it sucks up a lot 
of time and money and goes nowhere.

The negative impacts of redevelopment of the 
community. Yes, it should be a part of the plan but it 
should not be the main focus nor should newcomers 
to the neighborhood be cast in a light that they are 
a problem because it has the effect of splitting the 
neighborhood between those who belong to the 
historical population base and those who are new 
homeowners in the neighborhood.
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Hoiw to get FLEXIBLE, OPEN governance of the planning process 
and (CRUCIALLY) its later administration by DON/DPD as well as 
supposedly appropriately elected community leaders/ship....

I found the data hard to interpret.  Will there be employment data this 
time around?  This would help define status of working for more equal 
access to opportunity.

Improving 23rd Avenue.  Enforcing sanitation and waste disposal 
regulations at existing businesses.

the change in zoning in the Central District has led to a large number 
of townhouse developments over the last several years.  This has really 
changed the look and demographics of the area, and currently there are 
many unsold townhouses that sit empty.  Other empty properties that 
have been recently created through economic downturn (carwash at 
23rd & Union, etc) have become graffiti magnets.   
Other empty properties created through school closures (TT Minor and 
Mann) are now boarded up and not contributing to ‘eyes on the street.’  
There needs to be some discussion of how these changes are impacting 
the neighborhood, and how we can work to make it better.   
I’m also surprised at the rosy language surrounding the 23rd and Union 
hub.  The entire time I’ve lived here, it’s been either mostly vacant lots/
stores, and increasingly a hangout for dealers and prostitutes.  There 
needs to be some more honest language about the current state of 
that corner, and stronger policies about how to encourage community 
friendly development here (commercial development near the street, 
improved sidewalk development, community gathering places that 
encourage safety through design, etc).

Business and neighbor agreements.  Business should not be allowed 
to operate in neighbohoods and act as though they are not a part of 
the community.  Employee ratios must be taken into consideration 
as well as the fact that most businesses do not necessarily employee 
those who reside in the immediate community.  There is a disconnect 
which leads to a breakdown in business/resident relations.  This should 
be articulated in the plan.  Also, this community needs to have a much 
better common overview of how urban design, business and density is 
applied.  What are the standard parameters and where are they called 
out?  Who makes these decisions?  With community councils bumping 
up against one another (more of the Balkan way of doing things) there 
are dramatic changes that occur from one side of the street to the 
next.  A more seemless continuous flow of design, open space, traffic 
patterns, etc., would be much more pleasing.

The Draft Status Report is little more than a recycling of language from 
the original plan and some census data; substantive material is largely 
missing. Moreover, the Census data is signicificantly outdated because 
it culled from the 2000 Census, which excludes the vast changes in the 
demographics of the neighborhood since 2000, which creates a false 
impression of the neighborhood make-up.

There’s a question about safety, but the 
draft status report doesn’t seem to address 
any safety issues.

I don’t know what lessons the average 
person can reasonably draw from broad 
demographic charts like those presented in 
the draft.

Well it’s nice to describe and define all the 
wonderful things that have occurred in 
the neighborhood the last 10 years, and 
attribute them to the community plan. 
I have my doubts whether they were 
all driven specifically from the plan, or 
implemented only because of the plan.

all of the controversy about the Goodwill 
property on Dearborn and Rainier - it 
has been slowed down because of the 
downturn of the economy, but I believe 
that the current plan will be a disaster.  It is 
too big, there is not enough planned to deal 
with traffic, and we don’t need more mall/
box stores in the neighborhood.  I’m also 
very concerned about it pushing out small 
businessed and totally obliterating the 
character of the International District.

not enough attention paid to the lack of 
business in the area

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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If as a general area density has been achieved, but some 
areas designated for multi-family have remained single 
family there should be a mechanism to perhaps rezone 
back to single-family. 
Again ignoring the need for good schools is a mistake.

guns, gangs, crime, drugs

I’d like to see what is still underbuilt.  I want to understand 
capacity for housing and jobs. 
Also, a gateway as I understand is at Union-Madison-
12th-14th.  I like the convergence at the south west 
corner, but the northwest corner is also important.

The Central Area plan is in reality at least 4 areas 
(Madison-Miller, 12th Avenue, 23rd & Union, 23rd & 
Jackson) which are very different, are at different stages 
of redevelopment and have very different needs and 
desires. Each needs an individual  draft status report: the 
single paragraph for each area barely captures this.

Safety and retail.

Include project maps with the report so things are in one 
place. Include plans for street improvements, etc.

Garfield High School.  How does the existence of such 
a large high school affect the community?  What are its 
benefits, what lessons can the community learn from the 
school?  How can the school and its neighbors develop 
synergistic relationships?

I’m not in a neighborhood. Though I live in an area I 
consider on the border of the Central District/ ID, my 
street (Davis & Dearborn) is within the borders of either 
neighborhood’s plan. I view this as a serious gap. Every 
part of the city should be within a neighborhood’s 
boundaries, and they should mirror the boundaries for 
other city programs (i.e. police sectors, garbage pick-
up, economic growth areas, city park divisions, etc ).  I 
also don’t see in anything in the plan about area (public) 
schools and this has obviously become a hot-button issue 
over the last several years.

In general, the draft status report emphasizes the 
apparent accomplishments.  There was not enough focus 
on the work that has not been done.

Additional bus service must be planned to serve this area.  
New mass transit plans in the city and county do not 
reach this area.

Need gathering place (clean and safe) at 23rd and E. 
Union

opportunities for the generations to mix; less segration 
of old from young; more investment in community 
gathering places, for example Central Area Senior Center, 
which is owned by the City of Seattle, but not maintained 
as well as it should

only what I’ve already stated -- public safety and housing 
affordability are problems

Public transportation! We do not have a streetcar or a 
light rail stop in the CD.

No discussion of 23rd Avenue

Not sure what you are speaking of, where can i obtain a 
copy?

Community involvment ie- getting folks to come to 
meetings is always difficult. I would suggest going back 
to something as basic as a huge sign on 23rd and Union 
that lets people know when meetings are being held 
and where. This plan is known about by the few of us 
that attend meetings. We need to gather more peoples 
opinions somehow.

better north-south transit connections including bus and 
possibly street car.

12th Ave Trolley!

Crime -- not really mentioned all that much

We have come to realize that we were so focused on the 
econmic situation in the early 90’s esp. along 12th Avenue 
that we overlooked Parks. 
We still need continued economic focus on 12th Avenue 
regarding under developed uses along this vital corridor.
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Transportation improvements are unclear.  It is hard 
to get from the eastern edge of the area to other 
neighborhoods without going through downtown on the 
bus.  The revisions to the Number 8 will help.  Safety is 
another thing that is not addressed well.  Especially along 
the streets to the east of MLK.  People speed etc where 
there are no stop signs or circles.  Still a lot of drugs and 
the like.  And 23rd and Union is just getting worse.  Retail 
is not addressed well either.  The area is huge and to get 
to the Madison Miller area from where I live, I need to 
drive for the most part.  Even with the changes to the 8 
that are coming it is not somewhere I consider close to 
my neighborhood.

Social Engineering isn’t working.  This would be 
alot better if everyone would take some personal 
responsibility so we don’t have to exist in a filthy run 
down pot hole filled crack den. i see house after house 
after house neglected and melting in the rain.  Seattle has 
something special with all the arts and craft houses, but 
this mad dash to look like Portland will kill it.  I voted 5 
times for THE MONORAIL.  Where the fuck is it?

The draft status report does not accurately reflect the 
demographics of the neighborhood because the report 
uses outdated census data. To accurately update the 
neighborhood plan, that data must either be updated or if 
that is too expensive because the city is relying on census 
data, then this information should be removed because it 
creates an inaccurate view of the community.

Address transit service



Status Check
Transcript of Columbia City/Hillman City/Genesee 
Questionnaire Responses
The Columbia City / Hillman City / Genesee Neighborhood Plan 
was adopted in 1999 and includes the Columbia City Residential 
Urban Village. The map shows the neighborhood plan and urban 
village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.
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347 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/colcity/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Amazing change!  So much growth yet retaining color 
and culture.

In our immediate neighborhood the city has made bad 
choices in the placement of cellphone towers not ever 
bothering to see how the okay at city hall may impact 
the areas around them.  The city has a rubber stamp 
go ahead for these towers and are not interested if the 
criteria for placing these towers places them at the same 
level as some of the homes next to them.  No one at the 
city is interested in coming out to see how this effects 
my neighborhood in the interest of progress.  There are 
several new families with small children being directly 
bombarded by these towers and I don’t think they are 
going to be very forgiving if down the road being directly 
subjected to the towers causes health problems.   Other 
changes are the traffic delays because of the MLK train 
and the lack of bus routes that can allow us to take 
advantage of the new train.

Improved, with more restaurants/shopping in the area 
and the new light rail station.

The neighborhood has really developed in many positive 
ways!

light rail, housing expanded

Many new businesses.  Community is thriving.  Police 
response times have improved although there are still far 
too many incidents of crime.

The commercial district has seen considerable growth, 
there are more businesses. Home values have increased. 
Population and density have increased. Parking is become 
more difficult, especially closer to light rail. Traffic on 
Rainier has increased since light rail construction started. 
MLK is no longer an efficient transportation corridor.

Increased development, significant changes, most 
positively the addition of light rail and vastly improved 
streetscapes.

Dramatic business and community growth and 
development. Much more family and neighborhood 
friendly.

Safer, Cleaner, Higher Home Value

Yes.  It has gotten cleaner and more liveable.

Columbia City has grown, with increased businesses, 
more diversity in businesses, an increase in safety. The 
number of kids in the area seems to have increased, and 
the overall population seems more white, younger than 
before. The Genesee and Hillman business districts have 
seen little change overall, though have benefited from a 
very active community. There seems to pride and will, but 
little cash or development.

Columbia City business district has changed dramatically. 
We have a theater, restaurants, bakery, and coffee 
shops. In my neighborhood, Hillman City, there are fewer 
renters and more owners. Neighborhood is still very 
diverse but fewer low income folks. Several lots have 
been subdivided to increase density. The business district 
is much more vibrant. Seward Park seems more heavily 
used.

More restaurants and businesses; more vibrant - more 
people out and about; some nice new buildings in 
commercial core; redevelopment of Rainier Vista - big 
improvement; light rail; feels safer

iMproving, except for soem very strange traffic revisions.

The Hillman City and Genesee neighborhoods do not 
reflect the neighborhood plan of 10 years ago.  Columbia 
City, however, has had a revitalization from non-profits 
such as SEED, Columbia City Business Association and 
Homesight.

more businesses, more traffic, more families w/children, 
more energy

This neighborhood has changed drastically in the last ten 
years.  Just 5 years ago the downtown Columbia City area 
was not half as vibrant and diverse in businesses as it is 
today.  MLK used to be a pothole ridden street that was 
terrible to drive on.  Now with light rail it is a well paved 
easy corridor to travel.

Columbia City has become more gentrified, but also a 
safer-feeling place to live. Certainly more attractive.

Light rail has arrived. Demographics have changed.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Columbia City / hillmaN City / geNeSee

MLK Jr St is a wasteland. There’s very little retail, and it’s 
not a fast car travel street either. Too many lights. I can go 
much faster on Rainier. Rainier Ave S needs more lights 
to make it safer for people to cross the street. Too many 
people have to cross in the middle of traffic, and it feels 
really dangerous. There’s a lot of drug deals on Rainier 
Ave S even as far north as Genesee. That’s pretty bad.

Significant neighborhood revitalization has taken place.  
I’d think the major impact is economics/economy more 
than any city policy or action.

The light rail and some of the surround houses/
apartments have been upgraded, which is always nice.  
The racial diversity has increased, which I love.

Increased building (ie new housing). Lots of lots being 
sub-divided in order to build new housing, all of it close 
together to encourage “Densification” which lowers the 
appeal of the neighborhood. Maintenance of essential 
services has deteriorated (ie road maintenance). Much 
of the neighborhood I’m in has no sidewalks while other 
areas are having existing sidewalks replace (where the 
previous sidewalks were fine). Addition of light rail has 
increased traffic and added high power lines into the 
neighborhood, increasing risk for residents.

There have been a lot of positive changes -  the light rail, 
the Farmer’s market, and new businesses coming in.  
There’s also been the horrible skinny condo development, 
with fences that lock whole blocks from interacting 
with the street.  Next to us, a house was built that is a 
gigantic box that takes up the entire lot, with a tiny strip 
of grass for a back yard.  These monstrosities will kill the 
neighborhood.

It has become cleaner and more attractive.

there is much much much more crime in my 
neighborhood. more traffic. more crappy housing 
development. public transportation is no easier and 
seems to be getting less available. there is no reasonable 
or safe way for me to get to the light rail, so driving my 
car is still a necessity.

At first it was getting better with less crime and the 
property values were going up. However, since the 
recession, there has been much more crime, including 
shootings, burglaries and the likes. I do think that it is still 
a much more popular neighborhood to move to simply 
because the property values are less than many other 
neighborhoods.

There is much more traffic on the streets around our 
house.  Many other aspects have improved due to money 
put into the light rail corridor.  The center of Columbia 
City continues to be a draw for us and others and I 
hope it continues to be walker/biker friendly and any 
new buildings match the historic nature of this special 
downtown area.

gentrified

within the last three years I have seen: introduction of 
light rail; major new mixed-use developments planned, 
but put on hold due to the economy; a revitalizing 
business district with both successes and failures; a 
struggle to avoid gentrification and to find a balance 
between maintaining socio-economic-cultural diversity 
and increased population growth. Also, development of 
Hitt’s Hill Park, Rainer Boys & Girls Club, and Rainier Vista 
housing.

The lightrail was being built and is now finished. Some 
businesses are closing and we are all awaiting news as to 
what will be coming in as the new businesses.

Commercial growth/new businesses in Columbia City. 
Housing prices have increased, other than last 18 months, 
sometimes limiting access to lower income. Diversity in 
our immediate neighborhood seems less than 10 years 
ago. Overall crime has dropped, but in the last year it 
has trended back up - robberies, shootings seem more 
common now than 2-3 years ago.

some fix up of homes has occurred . Still has a ways to go.

We live in New Holly - Phase II - the neighborhood - 
Rainier Beach to Columbia City is in a constant state of 
flux - most recently - the Link opening in July - which 
makes Columbia City very accessible.

Light rail has opened, RPZs were created, big tree next 
to Columbia City Library fell down, not as much business 
development along MLK as expected in the Rainier Vista 
commercial spaces.

More shops, less crime, it has become a nice place to 
be -- don’t need to go outside the neighborhood for 
restaurants, clothes, etc

Yes
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Yes - the African American community has left, replaced 
primarily by Caucasians.   Some increase in Asians.  Crime 
is still a problem, violent crime has increased.  Traffic 
is much worse.  Street noise is greater due in part to 
the LINK.  Business community is doing much better in 
Columbia City, but not a lot better north of the Columbia 
City.      It would be nice if the City actually used the plans.

Crime seems to have increased in the last 12 months. 
The Link Light Rail is a great improvement in the area of 
public transportation.

Less gun violence and drug activity  More local businesses 
and foot traffic  More community events

New to neighborhood

I’ve only lived in the neighborhood for a year.

Lots of great new businesses, more walkable and more 
to do, stronger sense of community, some nice infill 
development (along with some not-so-nice)

dsf

Difficult to say since I’ve only visited and lived in the 
neighborhood for less than two years.  During that 
time, I’ve noticed modest changes, with the arrival 
and departure of commercial establishments and the 
development (or aborted development) of multi-family 
dwellings.

The neighborhood has improved significantly. The one 
thing that needs to be worked on is affordable housing.  A 
strong business association has developed and needs to 
keep up the good work.

I live farther south than Columbia city, but I’ve seen the 
changes the light rail has already pushed into action. 
For instance, the Safeway at Othello is going to be 
remodeled, as well as the plan of adding more housing.

Happily, many new businesses have been added, as well 
as the Farmer’s Market

We have more cafes and restaurants, more small 
businesses, more new housing, more neighborhood 
activities, and a real sense of community and 
pride. Property values grew and many homes were 
rehabilitated. When we moved here 18 years ago crime 
was a problem, but, as the area developed, crime 
decreased. Over the last few years, though, crime has 
been increasing, including many violent attacks and 
break-ins.

New business coming in, some density increase, the 
light rail, certain areas getting cleaned up and our 
neighborhood park(Brighton Playfield) getting some 
needed attention.      I feel like the neighborhood just 
keeps getting better and better.

For the most part changes have been positive. Empty 
lots now have new housing, graffiti has diminished, 
public transportation availability has expanded and the 
number of locally owned businesses has increased.  There 
is still a security issue in the neighborhood from both 
a personal safety and property perspective. Neighbors 
looking out for each other is still the best defense. 
Street maintenance off of arterials is inadequate and the 
pedestrian friendly mission of the neighborhood plan 
has yet to be comprehensively applied to streets where 
pedestrians and cars must comingle due to the absence 
of sidewalks.

Columbia City has attracted one great restaurant and 
shop after another.  We love walking down there.  The 
construction of the light rail was challenging to maneuver 
around, but now that it is functioning, we are so happy to 
have it here.

I can see a change since the light rail opened up.  People 
are coming here from around the city for the first time.  
Home prices have increased, making it harder for mixed 
incomes to own.

Things have certainly improved - on the surface. 
Columbia City now has a nice mainstreet with shops and 
restaurants that bring people in from all over the city. 
However, there are still not enough police in this area. 
People of color are being pushed out of the neighborhood 
because they cannot afford to live here. Rainier Avenue is 
still one of the most dangerous arterials in the city. Roads 
are still full of potholes.
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I am talking about the Mt Baker community which is not 
on any of your plans - the closest is Columbia City.    Our 
community has changed quite a bit - housing has gone 
up and thus it is forcing some of the older folks to move 
on - this is creating an environment where housing has 
improved - lots of work to update and upkeep the homes 
- this is very good.   However, the crime rate appears to 
have gone up in the last few years and the police support 
has not been there to support the increase.   We do not 
have the number of police needed to support this area.   
And the city council does not pay attention at all to this 
community - evidence of this was during the snow storms 
late last year (2008) - Rainier Ave was not one of the first 
roads plowed and in fact when it was it was crushed down 
to ice and only one lane - and this is a major road north 
and south through the community.

More restaurants and great places to shop in Columbia 
City and surrounding area.  Remodeled homes and new 
projects have made this a beautiful area.

Col. City has become a place of destination with 
businesses and higher rents and houses to buy. Our house 
has increased in price.  But the beauty of CC has not come 
south yet.  There needs to work on this to increase the 
attractiveness of the businessse along rainier

I believe the businesses and services in the neighborhood 
are improving, though safety and crime continue to be 
issues that need improvement.

It has become much safer. There are now restaurants and 
stores to patronize that were not here when we moved 
in.   We can walk to have dinner and a movie. The majority 
of the houses are now in pretty good shape. We know our 
neighbors.

I lived in Columbia City for three years. The only notable 
changes are the obvious: light rail, MLK improvements 
and non-profit agencies moving into the area.

More crime

The Columbia City business district seems to have 
become more vibrant. New condos have popped up.

light rail, better business district with more services, 
better arts community

Businesses continue to be attracted to the burgeoning 
downtown columbia city area. Hillman city is a bit closer 
to us and we seen 4 businesses start and fail. We hope 
hillman city can become another piece of columbia city’s 
prosperity.

Our neighborhood has changed dramatically with new 
restaurants and shops opening up.

Not sure.  Only been here 8 months

Better transportation options and many improvements 
made to local parks.

Increase in commercial opportunities, infastructur

A lot of gentrification has taken place along the MLK-light 
rail corridor. Entire communities have been displaced. 
I don’t know anyone in those communities, so I don’t 
know what the impact on them has been. It hasn’t 
made a huge difference in my life. There are a whole 
lot more McMansions (oversized luxury homes that are 
totally out of proportion with the other homes in the 
neighborhood) than their used to be. These monsters are 
eyesores and a waste of space. Other than that, things 
in the neighborhoods themselves (i.e., off of the MLK 
corridor) seem pretty similar in terms of demographics, 
crime, and quality of life. We still have terrible bus service 
and we badly need bike lanes on Lake Washington Blvd. 
Apparently it will take someone getting killed before the 
city addresses this problem.

We like the development of Columbia City as a retial 
area.  We like the light rail.  We need easy and regular 
bus service to the light rail from our home near 50th and 
Alaska.

I see a lot of drug addicts and prostitutes in my 
neighborhood, and not much of an established police 
presence other than driving up and down Rainier ave. My 
neighbors and I have made several attempts to contact 
our Community Officer, but have never received a reply.  
Rent has gone up, condos are coming soon, but not a 
good place for apartment dwellers. Good for families and 
those who can afford a house.  Still, it is exciting to see 
new businesses flourishing in Columbia City, and it is a 
very friendly place to live.   We love the light rail.
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It seems to be getting worse.  The streets are more 
congested, the traffic patterns have been disrupted by 
light rail, burglaries and crime is up and there are more 
transients on the streets.  Earlier this year a man was 
urinating infront of our car on a Sunday morning in the 
Wahlgreens Parking Lot......the police wouldn’t even 
come and my children saw everything.

empty lots have been infilled by poorly designed 
townhomes. single family dwellings have been 
demolished to build multiple townhomes overshadowing 
existing homes. DADUs have sprung up. People are 
fighting about parking. Light rail has started and so 
MLK has been redesigned (which I like). More people 
on the street and cars on the road. Bulk of new business 
activity has occurred in Columbia City with a strong 
business group. A number of large residential projects in 
the works. In columbia city, residents have transitioned 
from older Caucasian and mixed ethnic families to young 
families with young children. Hillman City flounders with 
empty storefronts and poorly utilized buildings. Genesee 
has had some improvements in the business community.

More business development- great to see!  
Redevelopment of condos.  A plan set for future positive 
growth in the area.

Crime is up, housing prices are down. The city seems to 
have little interest in this section town.

cleaner, safer, prettier, less diverse, gentrified

The Columbia City business district has improved 
tremendously, it has become a vital small neighborhood 
and seems safe in the evenings.

I have seen more condo units/apartment conversions, 
more foot traffic in the urban village, and light rail 
opening. Generally, changes have been an improvement, 
but ‘gentrification’ is still an ongoing issue.

Traffic has increased. Changes in the signal at Rainier and 
Alaska has increased traffic east on Alaska. This is a point 
of congestion with the post office and people attending 
sport activities at Rainier Playfield. Alaska east of 38th is 
basically unimproved and has seen an increase in traffic. 
Due to a tight turn before reaching 42nd S safety is 
reduced.

More vibrant shops, but som eof the new housing does 
not fit the existing character of the neighborhood.

Only within the last couple years have things changed. 
The historic district is great but not many improvements 
elsewhere.

since i’ve been here: gentrification speeding up - 
housing prices and rents up, more visitors from other 
neighborhoods, light rail opened.

Increased activity in business district.  Light rail has 
opened up without any activity at the station.

I like the ‘dowtown’ Columbia City area.  There are a 
variety of businesses that we frequent now and it feels 
more safe.  The Link Light Rail is a great addition to 
the area.  I was excited for it to go in because I work 
downtown and it would be very convenient, however, the 
problem I face is that I am too far to walk to the station 
and there is no parking so it makes it difficult for the 
people in the area to take advantage of this great new 
transportation system.

Less crime in our immidate neighborhood and overall. 
More businesses and pedestrian activity, particularly 
towards core Columbia City. Roadway, pedestrian, bicycle 
and bus transportation infrastructure has degraded in 
our immediate neighborhood. Parks in our immediate 
neighborhood have not changed and remain insufficient.

More density. More townhouses in the Columbia City area

Columbia City has become more stable and less crime.  
There is still a lot of crime in my area and Hillman City 
has not gotten much better as far as walkability (few 
sidewalks) and still a lot of drug activity that impacts the 
business area.

More new businesses, restaurants, preschools have 
opened.

Significant urbanization, incl. high density townhouses; 
major development of restaurant/shopping corridor in 
Columbia City; light rail stataion

The biggest change is that the Light Rail started running 
last month.  Also, more businesses have moved in (and 
out of) the business district.  Several large apartment 
buildings have been proposed.  The School District 
vacated the Columbia School.
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I’ve lived in Seattle for 21 years, been in 98118 zip code 
for 17 of those years. Significant growth and breadth 
of type of small businesses in Columbia City proper; 
improvements to the library and parks; farmers market; 
light rail (!); new multi-family housing, etc. Schools have 
been closed or moved and there is a lot of concern over 
creating high quality schools within the cluster. Houses 
on my block have seen a fair amount of turn-over in 
ownership. My sense is that crime has been about the 
same but concern about resources for a healthy law 
enforcement presence has grown (i.e., not sure if crime 
has gone up but presence seems down because of 
strapped resources.)

The Columbia City neighborhood has greatly improved.  
When I first moved here nearly 9 years ago, I would 
not ever have thought of spending time in the heart of 
Columbia City after dark.  Now, with all the amazing 
restaurants, live music, entertainment, and specifically 
the Beat Walk, going out at night is very enjoyable.  The 
area seems much cleanier, and our sense of community 
here is very strong.  We have an active block watch and 
lots of social clubs and neighborhood online chat boards 
that keep us all connected.

There are fewer hookers on Rainier Ave

New businesses.  New development although mostly 
from the public sector.  Light rail opened.  Dramatic 
street changes along MLK.  New sidewalks and lighting 
throughout neighborhood.

- trains finally, yeah!  - but much harder to get across MLK  
- MLK corridor as a whole much prettier/safer-feeling  - 
still missing sidewalks in substantial areas, especially just 
North/East of the Rainier Vista complexes.  Feels unsafe 
for kids and adults alike to walk, our fence has been 
crashedd into several times

My neighborhood and become more and more vibrant 
with community activities.  There is a huge baby-boom 
which has changed the feel of the neighborhood in a very 
positive way.

I think it has changed for the better: gotten more lively, 
more livable, less scrappy.

I’ve lived in the neighborhood just over 3 years.  Overall 
I like the improvements in the neighborhood - new 
business, street improvements.  What I don’t like is 
the increase in property crimes, namely car and house 
breakins.

Slow to change, finally developed businesses and 
restaurants within the last 3 years in Columbia City.  
Concerns about disproportionally high city social services 
in Hillman City.

Crime is up.    Schools are not as good here as other 
parts of the city.    Low income housing and services are 
disproportionately being placed in the south end.

Lots of new people moved in, new businesses, Light Rail 
opened and we survived construction

The city is targeting low income housing/development 
into the south end of the city disproportionally to the 
total population of the total city.     Crime is going up 
in the south end. There is lying and misrepresentation 
happening. Police presence has been reduced.      Public 
transportation (e.g. light rail) poorly serves the south end. 
Things such as lack of park and rides, secure places to 
leave bicycles, lack of a bus route along Lake Washington 
Boulevard, long walks and infrequent service really 
discourage the use of public transportation.    Light rail 
stops are to few. There really should be at least one stop 
in the valley below Tuckwilla and South Center should be 
connected if you really want to get cars off the roads.

Launch of light rail, completion of Rainier Vista Phase 
I and demolition of Phase II.  Downtown Columbia City 
growing with more businesses and improved housing 
projects nearby.

It has improved.  Less crime.  More diversity.  Better mix 
of services that make it more livable.

Most areas have improved

We’ve lived in our house 5 years now.  I’ve seen some 
good changes, as far as Light Rail and some new business 
in the heart of Columbia City.  My main concern is crime 
and safety.  It seems like things are getting much worse in 
S. Seattle.  I don’t feel comfortable walking at night, the 
streetlights aren’t bright enough and some of them don’t 
even work.  I’ve talked with Seattle Light about them 
fixing the streetlights and they said they would look into 
it, some still don’t work.  Residential burglaries are at a 
high and it seems like the gang situation is getting out of 
control.  We are about to have our first child and I want to 
be proud of my neighborhood and feel safe and secure, 
I don’t feel that way very much.  We always have our 
doors locked, even if at home, we second guess everyone 
we see on the streets.  I just wish there was more police 
presence in our area.
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I’ve only lived here just over 3 years, but it seems like 
there are even more community activities, the farmer’s 
market is even more bustling, new coffee shops have 
opened, and the light rail started up... but this is pretty 
consistent with the plan.

The CC business district is much more vital, and there 
are people there after dark.  Real estate adds mention 
CC proximity as a plus.    Traffic is worse.  Bus service is 
worse.      Crime is about the same.

Columbia City shopping district has developed and there 
is a nice neighborhood feel. The neighbrhood feels safer 
though there is still a high number of home burglaries 
reported. The street activity that happens at night on the 
corner of Rainier and Hudson and the bar that is right 
there still feels like the old Columbia City where there 
were lots of problems with drugs and prostitution.

Light rail station has opened. Many new businesses have 
opened and some have closed.  The houses that were 
derelict/foreclosed near mine are now owned by younger 
couples who are improving them and care about the 
future of the neighborhood.

I have lived in Columbia City for one year.  The recent 
change has been the starting of the Light Rail. This has 
been primarily a positive change. However, it will require 
the buses to serve the station and additional security for 
people walking home from the station. My family uses 
the Light Rail frequently.    One change that is coming 
is the relocation of the Farmers Market.   The Farmer’s 
market is a very positive aspect of life in Columbia 
City. It is very important that the Farmer’s Market find 
another central location here. It is also  important that 
the Columbia City Plaza area be used to benefit the 
area and designed to match the historical feel of the 
neighborhood.

The neighborhood has definately gentrified house prices 
have risen even with the economic downturn.  The 
diversity of the neighborhood has lessened it has become 
substatially more caucasian.  As someone who bought 
a house in this neighborhood specifically because this 
neighborhood was a diverse community to see this being 
lost is highly disappointing.  The Light Rail is a HUGE 
improvment.

Many more businesses have opened. It feels safer and 
cleaner. More people walking in the downtown area - 
both night and day.

I have only lived in Seattle for 3 years but consider 
the Columbia City area to be a hidden gem that most 
Seattlites are unaware of.

Light rail access; big developments of high density 
housing; destructive replacement of historic residences 
with low-cost, maximum profit McMansions or sub-
divisions with town homes;some revitalization of CCity 
center with new businesses opening, but other businesses 
could not sustain themselves and it remains a very 
difficult situation.     The area is home to many of Seattle’s 
marginalized and struggling populations. I have not seen 
much improvement. The incidence of drug-related crime 
and property crime remains consistently high; violent 
crimes also spike regularly, as gangs clash for territory.    
CCity neighborhood has tremendous potential, but while 
crime and poverty remain high it will not be able to live 
up to it.

Lot’s more foot traffic due to the Columbia City business 
corridor.  I like the increased productivy from the all 
the businnesses and organizations.  The congestion is 
growing though because of the residential development 
moving in.  Where once one home stood, now multi 
housing units are crowding the neighborhood.  Parking 
is becoming much more difficult on the weekends when 
most entertainment happpens, i.e. Beatwalk!

More commercial development on Rainier in the 
Columbia City core.  More redevelopment of homes.

yes tremendously.  I’m not sure the demographic 
summary is at all accurate anymore.  there has been 
a great deal of growth in retail and restaurants in the 
neighborhood also.

The neighborhood has gentrified.

I’ve only lived here for one year (in Seattle for one 
additional year prior), so I don’t have much to say.  It 
does seem like crime has dramatically increased in the 
last 6 months.  My neighbors who have lived in the 
neighborhood for years also agree.

We still don’t have sidewalks in our neighborhood (48th 
Ave South between S. Graham and S. Orcas) despite 
initiatives to create safer, more walkable streets.   This is 
a real need since are the main walking corridor for school 
children to get to Graham Hill Elementary and Aki Kurose 
Middle School. We are also the only through street to/
from I-5 to Hillman City and Seward Park.



Columbia City / hillmaN City / geNeSee

226

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Columbia City / hillmaN City / geNeSee

Columbia City definitely has gained a “safer” feeling over 
the past ten years. The impact of the newly open ligh rail 
will be interesting to watch.

*more community involvement (i.e. helping neighbors, 
Farmers Market, volunteer opportunities, etc.)  *more 
diverse  *more lively and a destination for visitors (cafes, 
markets, etc.)

More businesses opening up along Rainier.  Light rail and 
all the development along MLK.

I have lived in Seattle for 20 years, and in Columbia 
City for the 8 years.  I live within a few blocks of the 
center of Columbia City.      One of the changes I have 
noticed on my block is four homes that were occupied 
by single elderly individuals, are now owned by families 
with children.  When I bought my house eight years ago 
there were only two houses on the street with children.  
At present there are eight houses on the street with 
children.  This has led to much greater vibrancy and 
sense of community on my block alone as these families 
interact, use and better maintain their yards, and take a 
vital interest in the direction of the neighborhood. There 
is quite a bit of discussion regarding schools in this area.  
I volunteer weekly at Van Asselt on Beacon Hill, and am 
amazed by the disparity of the schools in the south end as 
compared to the north end. It is truly embarassing given 
the average high level of education in Seattle.    As is 
well documented the number of businesses in Columbia 
City as boomed.  I can complete many tasks by walking 
(post office, library, coffee, food, small gifts).  This area 
still lacks easy access to a store such as Target or Fred 
Meyer as well as a hardware or garden store.  For these 
shopping needs I travel to Renton, at times find things at 
the Super Safeway on Rainier or go to Lowe’s.  I was sorry 
the development at Goodwill was put on hold.      The 
Light Rail has and will of course change this corridor.  As 
is shown on the “Columbia City - Existing Bike Facilities” 
map in the Neighborhood Packet you provided before 
this survey, there is very little to no accomodation for 
biking along the Rainier and MLK routes.  To allow people 
to bike to work or with their children to school more 
protected bike lanes are needed.  To truly connect cyclists 
to the Light Rail - BIKE LOCKERS AT THE STATIONS 
ARE NEEDED!!!      In the past two-three years there has 
been an increase in violence crimes, house burglaries,  
and gunshots heard at night in the area.      The average 
home price has gone up, and the number of Section 8 
apartments has gone down.  Rainier Vista West is largely 
done, but East sits there all torn up.

Rapid high density growth.  I don’t know who is 
“managing the store” but new construction is not 
compatible with Seward Park neighborhood

Definitely cleaned up the neighborhood since we moved 
in a little over five years ago.  Still have a fair bit of crime 
along Alaska Way that at times can make us nervous to 
walk down to Columbia City.  My biggest gripe though is 
that they still have the fences up in our backyard - despite 
the fact that the playfield and community center are open 
along MLK.  Makes it difficult to enjoy this green space 
when you have to walk out to MLK and around to enjoy 
any of it.  Curious when that will be done.  Love all the 
small businesses and restaurants in Columbia City - hope 
it continues to grow with time.

Yes. More businesses have opened and the physical 
buildings have improved.

I’ve only lived here 1 year.  I’ve seen a few new businesses 
open up at Rainier & Orcas.

1) the business district has become a better environment 
for sustainable businesses and as a result there is a more 
vibrant collection of shops, restaurants etc. 2) housing 
density has increased around the core business district 3) 
traffic has gotten steadily heavier 4) housing has become 
more expensive 5) it *seems* like more families with 
children are moving in.

Higher prices; less ethnic diversity; more retail/
restaurants/bars

Net loss of low-income housing at Rainier Vista via Hope 
VI project.  Original residents evicted and no housing 
replaced on the east side of MLK Jr Way S.    Bus service 
cuts.  Tree canopy continues to disappear.    Six years of 
construction noise, traffic disruption and now a very noisy 
light rail train.  Gang unit was all but disbanded and youth 
violence out of control.

Hillman City is less safe now than in 2002, when we first 
moved to the area. And as a family with two working 
parents and two very young children we really wish the 
retail situation would move forward so that to get a pair 
of children’s socks we don’t have to go to Renton or 
Tukwila.
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Since the late 80’s and early nineties Columbia City as 
well as the Rainier Valley in general has made significant 
improvements.  Beginning in the late 1990’s there 
seemed to be a point where the successes started to slow 
down and the risks started increasing.  SE Seattle has 
become a dumping ground for social services programs 
and they are adversely impacting the community.  An 
example relevant to Columbia City would be the addition 
of the Downtown Emergency Service Center.  Since it 
opened there have been multiple incidents with residents 
of the facility including one woman who disrobed in a 
local business.  Crime has also significantly increased - in 
some cases the jump between 2007 to 2008 the increases 
ranged from 50% - 155% in major categories.

When U moved here in 1990 many business fronts were 
empty. Not the place to hang out. More pedestrians and 
definitely more businesses.

There are more small businesses in the Columbia City 
business district - more restaurants, primarily, but 
also small shops.  There is more traffic on the streets, 
particularly Genessee Ave. - it has become very difficult 
to cross Genessee during rush hour.  There are fewer 
residents of color, and more white residents.  Incoming 
residents appear to be higher-income.  Many homes have 
been renovated substantially (including my own).  Light 
rail has (finally!) materialized.  There is a neighborhood 
blog, the Rainier Valley Post.  Neighborhood business 
boosterism - the Chamber of Commerce, etc. - has 
really taken off.  There is a movie theater, and a summer 
neighborhood festival.

Changing businesses in Columbia City.  Light rail opened.  
Apparent uptick in crime when precinct area was 
expanded without correlated increase in staffing.

It has improved for the better in terms of becoming a 
cleaner, safer, more welcoming place.

Positives: more neighborhood amenities, shops, events 
and lightrail! Love the sense of identity and community 
in the neighborhood.   Concerns: decreasing diversity, 
gentrification, growth in multifamily units has made 
streets less friendly and neighborly.

The Columbia City business core has thrived while 
surrounding communities have not.  Hopefully Link 
will positively impact economic development in the 
neighborhood.

Improved.

light rail has opened

More white people, more gay and lesbian couples, more 
young white families, more home ownership, retail/
business growth in Columbia City (e.g. new restaurants, 
movie theatre, retail), higher home prices

My wife and I are new to the neighborhood as of 2009.

much more activity on the business strip, more young 
white families moving in. Columbia school closing down, 
library remodeled.

In the last 3 years that I have worked in this 
neighborhood, I have seen a huge amount of 
development. The opening of the light rail spurred 
new interest in the community and an uprising of 
neighborhoods groups and businesses that were 
organizing around the light rail.

I see more care taken to make the community a “livable” 
and inviting one (especially the Columbia City downtown 
area).  I am seeing an increase in the area becoming 
more inviting to others who visit by the addition of 
light rail service (more focus on this area) and the great 
restaurants and theaters now here.  The CC Farmer’s 
Market is also a great draw for others to enjoy this area 
and support our young families.

I have lived in the area for 3 years, and have seen 
Columbia City improve its services and vibrancy.  I live 
slightly farther south than Columbia City (Orcas and 
Rainier), and I’m hoping the positive changes will spread 
my direction!

LIGHT RAIL -- is the newest change  We have had 
tremendous life added to the downtown of Columbia 
City -- many vibrant businesses & restaurants are now 
in operation.    MLK is still a bit of a mess living through 
years & years of construction & light rail stops being so 
far away from each other the pedestrian traffic on MLK 
I think has been negatively impacted by light rail.  There 
is construction everywhere -- the first phase of Rainier 
Vista is complete & the 2nd phase is starting.    The 
neighborhood looks very different from 1999.

Link light rail started, more upscale businesses in 
Columbia City, Rainier Vista redeveloped, more infill 
housing/lots of townhouses, old houses being fixed up

Some redone housing and street clean up
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More people walking on our street, more businesses, 
seems safer. Rainier Vista is being worked on which is 
going rather roughly-funding changes.Light rail opening 
has increased foot traffic.

The business district in Columbia City along Rainier 
Ave. has continued to thrive. When we moved to the 
area 22 years ago, we were told not to even drive down 
Rainier south of the library and bank because drive-by 
shootings were occurring. So, a big change since 1987 
and a continued success in last 10 years. (Remember, it all 
started with people walking their dogs.)

More construction sites and the influx of large machinery 
on our roads to build townhouses has degraded the 
quality of the non-arterial roads and introduced a lot of 
infrastructure problems (recurring potholes, sinkholes, 
degraded shoulders where there is no curb.)    Light rail 
has brought more pedestrians to the neighborhood.     
Lots of little houses in my neighborhood have been torn 
down and replaced by expensive townhouses crowded 
onto the lots. We are losing contact with people who live 
in these places because we don’t really see them hanging 
out on their doorsteps or yards. They don’t really have 
space to do that, so it seems like there is a whole big 
population that just stays inside and watches tv.    Parts of 
the neighborhood that need sidewalks desperately aren’t 
included in the plan. It seems to have been drawn around 
these blocks. It is disappointing, because pedestrian/
bike safety is a huge problem. Our traffic has increased 
dramatically, but walking around is still challenging at the 
perimeter of the map for this plan.     Most of the Latino/
African American people moved off our block, now it 
is predominantly white. Our neighbors don’t know the 
history of the block anymore, with the exception of a 
couple people.

The light rail haas opened.  More business are moving 
into the area (particularly small ones).  More people are 
buying homes and taking the bars off of their windows 
(including us).  There are a TON of people with babies 
here (including us), but I am also seeing more of the 
Black (non-African) population leaving, as the area is 
being gentrified.  The area still retains many diverse 
populations, which is one of the biggest draws we had to 
the area.  We moved down here from Wallingford which is 
decidedly not diverse to this area which is wildly diverse.  
And we loved the Columbia City downtown area.

There’s obviously been some positive development 
along with rampant gentrification.  But while some 
have benefited, many have been displaced.  The MLK 
corridor is much improved with Light Rail, but many 
local businesses paid the price of years of construction.  
Lack of affordable housing is still an issue.  The 2010 
census should be very insightful about the last decade’s 
transition.

Only been here 2 years. The Rainer corridor has seen 
some new business open which is good.  Crime, especially 
home burglary seems to be going up.  Concerned how the 
light rail opening will effect crime in the neighborhood.  
The number 7 bus was the most dangerous line in Seattle 
last year, whats being done to improve it.  And how can 
we ensure that the light rail doesn’t become another 7 
line.

Increased activity in business district, more engaged 
community of families with young children

Much more businesses/services available in Columbia City 
business district, a new light rail system, and some park 
improvements.

Since I have only been here a year the light rail is the 
biggest change and my feeling about it is 100% positive.

good

The ability to access our property and business with 
trucks has been reduced by the installation of traffic 
circles, and the light rail.    The light rail terminal is to 
far away from the core of Columbia City, and it is at 
grade. The Edmunds station should have been elevated 
to reduce interference with traffic. Also there are no 
foot traffic businesses surrounding the station. If some 
do grow up there they will detract from the Columbia 
city core. Additionally elevating would have given 
passengers a chance to see how far away the Columbia 
City business district is.     However I am supporting the 
installed rail system, as I believe it will assist in improving 
the economic situation in the Columbia City area.    The 
development of new business in the downtown Columbia 
City area is great. Having been associated with the area 
since 1965 the current improvements to this area are 
fantastic.    New condos and town homes East & West of 
downtown Columbia City are replacing worn out houses 
and creating greater density. This is good for the area.
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My business has been on Rainier Ave. for the last 3 years. 
I have had the opportunity to see this neighborhood up 
close, and from various points of view. While there have 
been many improvements as noted such as sidewalks, 
library renovation and park enhancemenets, there is 
still much to be done in terms of pedestrian safety-- ie. 
getting across Rainier Ave safely esp. where there are bus 
stops with the elderly and handicapped trying to cross. 
Also, drug traffic is still very prevalent.

Link Light Rail, of course. The loss of stops on the Route 
7 bus.     I see business closing and opening and closing 
in Hillman City. It’s sad.     I have seen businesses thriving 
or getting close to thriving in Columbia City. I have 
seen a few businesses close but not like in Hillman City.    
Brighton Science Park is great! Hitt’s Hill looks wonderful!     
Crime continues to be a problem: theft in residences, 
drug deals on streets, theft in retail shops.

More retail options, light rail has become active, housing 
prices have increased, crime has increased in the last 
couple of years.

The businesses in Columbia City seem to be more stable 
and more choices of restaurants and retail.  The Light Rail 
should make a difference but I’m concerned about Rainer 
Ave Businesses not in the C. City core.

More housing density and business development in some 
areas but also some closing of businesses in other areas. 
Rainier Avenue has become much more congested in the 
last 6 years. Crime rate seems to be about the same.

Many “fill-in” homes have been built along my alley-way 
between Letitia and 34th.   Folks from the “gold-coast” 
(between Rainier and the Lake) have taken over the 
Columbia Business District.

Lots of great business development, while still 
maintaining its unique small-town character.

The streets and sidewalks appear to stay clear of trash. 
The rat population has gone down. There is more pride 
with the owners and with the new type of businesses that 
has moved in, the area has also become very diverse.

Great er-development in the Columbia City core - it is a 
vital, interesting neighborhood destination community.

Most noticeably, the light rail has started to run. We’ve 
gotten RPZ designation along our streets and had more 
signage erected to provide safer streets. The Boys and 
Girls club opened, our housing development is nearly 
completed, the Asian Referral Center was upgraded - lots 
of improvements.

Positive: There has been a revival of the Columbia 
City business district, making neighborhood shopping 
possible.               Light rail has provided a wonderful 
alternative to often unreliable and frequently unsafe 
buses.               An active neighborhood group on my street 
is working to improve our area.  Negative: When I arrived 
here, the neighborhood was tranquil. Over the last two 
years, my street has seen a big jump                  in robberies, 
car prowls and drug activity. A car rancher plagues our 
street making it look like a dump. We                   neighbors 
have been working on these problems which the city 
seems intent on ignoring.

The neighborhood has become more dense with the 
changes in zoning.  Obviously the opening of light rail 
has provided an important public transportation option.  
Although purely anecdotal, it does appear that foot traffic 
has increased noticeably within the neighborhood since 
it’s opening.  There also appear to be more retail options 
in the area than there were when we first moved here.  It 
does seem like racial diversity has decreased somewhat 
over the past five years.

While development has been good, and the area is more 
palatable to the public, the neighborhood has lost much 
of its diversity.

I moved into the neighborhood about 8 months ago, and 
after the initial euphoria of buying a house here died off 
(well, mostly), I’ve been mostly pleased with the area. I 
still don’t feel completely safe walking by myself at night 
between my house and Columbia City, and I feel rather 
uncomfortable in Hillman City (which is closer), but I can 
see the changes in just the short time that I’ve been here. 
It feels like the neighborhoods are really working hard to 
improve their appearance and feel. I’m proud to be here 
and hope to be a part of what makes this area so great.

More retailers/choices to visit.  Increased feeling of 
safetly during the day.  More traffic, expecially along Lk. 
WA Blvd.  Needs a bike lane.  Famers market is a great 
hit and resource for building community.  Columbia City 
itself is starting to feel more like a small town all the time.  
Keep it up!
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More traffic congestion. Higher house prices. Less 
parking available.

Crime is way up, poverty has increased, businesses have 
come and gone.  There are 30 vacant storefronts along 
the Rainier Avenue corridor.  Columbia City is a narrow 
sliver of success just six blocks long, surrounded by 
challenged neighborhoods with crumbling infrastructure, 
the most dangerous arterial in the city (Rainier Avenue 
S ), and an expanding social services and non-profit 
presence.  Columbia City is a community that is out of 
balance and struggling to advance under the weight of 
many city-driven agendas.

WAY better

Columbia City has changed dramatically, from boarded 
up buildings to thriving businesses, from streets owned 
by people doing criminal businesses to streets where 
people feel safe.  Unfortunately, the same is not true 
for Genessee area or Hillman City.  Columbia City has 
maintained it’s character by valuing the history and 
historic buildings.  The trend towards higher density helps 
to maintain the rich diversity and livability while limiting 
the takeover of the area by people with higher income 
that takes place with gentrification. I think it has been a 
thoughtful process, considering the mistakes that you see 
made in other areas.

More housing has been developed -- some single lots now 
have two houses.   The light rail line under construction 
has now been completed and is carrying passengers.   
Columbia City proper has a variety of restaurants that 
have opened.   The cinema has been restored.

Many more businesses along the Rainier corridor, 
Witworth School closed, Orca moved in and the New 
School is in the Columbia School building (short term), 
the Farmer’s Market started, a movie theater opened, 
light rail was built and started running, the buses 
increased service (and likely now will decrease it in light 
of the light rail), Safeway opened, and then moved, 
we gained a dog park, lost it for a year or two while the 
ground was capped and graded, and gained it again, the 
library was expanded (but we very sadly lost some long-
term employees while it was closed down), traffic circles 
and “one lane” sections of roads were added to help slow 
traffic down on residential streets.

Yes, the plan has improved the overall character of 
Columbia City.  The Wednesday market and Beat Walk 
are great activities that bring people to Columbia City.  
The safe feeling has to be extended throughout the 
neighborhood not just on Rainier.

Rainier AVenue continues to have more buisiness, 
which is great.  The light rail is also a great addition.  
The closing of the building that was Orca School is a 
big dissappointment.  Lots of houses being replaces 
by Condos.  Some of them are nice and some are 
sitting empty....  I’d hate to see a lot more houses get 
demolished.  Rainier Vista is really nice.

There are many more shops, services and restaurants in 
Columbia City than there were.  Things are cleaner and 
more well maintained.  I feel safe in Columbia City.  The 
farmers market has brought many people in from other 
neighborhoods, also.  The light rail is in and that appears 
to have added even more interest and more people.

Columbia City has become a vibrant community center 
and great source of pride for SE Seattle.  Restaurants, 
galleries, shops, movie theatre, performance spaces, 
community activities, the farmers market, library 
improvements, park improvements, Rainier Community 
Center have all been added since we’ve lived in Seward 
Park neighborhood, 17 years.  It feels safer and positive 
and entertaining.

Increase in businesses in the downtown area.  Increased 
property values and more interest by residence in the up 
keep of the neighborhood.

The commercial area has built itself up very positively. 
there has been an increase in density in the Columbia City 
core, with the surrounding neighborhood faily static.

Columbia City seems to have a slow growth rate for 
business as well as residential, which is a very good 
quality.  Stability of residents is a good thing.  Lends it self 
to more friendly neighbors and good, solid businesses.   
The biggest issue regarding “urban planning for villages” 
is that it is for the most part, non-residents of Columbia 
City trying to impose their values and their perspectives 
on how the real residents live.  Less government is better 
government.

I have only lived here 4 years but the continual 
improvement within the neighborhood is wonderful! I 
love the diversity.
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We have many more services in the neighborhood 
than we did in 1998 when I arrived.  The increase in 
restaurants, cafes, and bars has been a very welcome 
change.

There is more foot traffic in the columbia city business 
district with far more services available such as cafes 
stores and restaurants. I appreciate the changes that are 
taking place. My one concern is that the city not allow 
new construction that exceeds 3 stories in the land mark 
district of columbia city. I think this would do irreparable 
damage to the character of the commercial core and 
deplete a major element of what has made this area so 
succesful, namely it’s intimate “small town” feel.

It has changed from many renters to more home owners.  
However, we are NOT part of the plan area.  Hence, we 
don’t get consideration for things like sidewalks or even 
chip sealing of our streets.

The ‘gentrification’ continues - it seems to have started 
15+ years ago and had a real burst 5-10 years ago and is 
slowly continuing.  Rainier Ave in Columbia City just gets 
better and better - great stores and amenities - but I am 
worried about the two large developments proposed at 
Edmunds and Rainier and Hudson and Rainier that will 
bookend the historic commercial strip.  I think they will 
overpower the smaller character of the existing fabric 
and will look like everything else in Seattle.  Generally, 
I think smaller developments are more successful, but I 
also know they are harder to make work financially for 
the owner.

Columbia City business district has seen change-- 
not necessarily improvement but change-- I’d like to 
see more businesses that stay/are sustainable like C. 
City Bakery, Tutta Bella, Ale House, Starbucks, Bank, 
Geraldines, etc.-- and fewer businesses that change too 
frequently-- Gather/ the former Wellington/ the florist, 
etc.  Neighborhood involvement seems to be up  More 
Bicycle Sundays

Significantly in some ways; not enough in others. We 
have a great “butcher, baker, and candlestick maker” kind 
of community, with the butcher, bakery, movie theater, 
library, cafes, restaurants, etc. Safety is still an issue; it’s 
still too car-oriented; there are still too many blocks w/o 
sidewalks and curbs. Also, I’m looking forward to more 
mixed-use development around the COlumbia City light 
rail station.

In the last five years, Columbia City has grown 
tremendously! It’s much more of a pleasant place to live.

Columbia City has really gained traction in this time.  We 
used to joke that every time a 2nd restaurant opened, 
the first would have to close, but now we’re a little 
restaurant hub.  We’ve gone from a lot of empty store 
fronts (especially about 15 years ago)to only a few.  We 
moved our own business from our home studio into a 
new commercial space in Columbia City.  A lot of civic 
enthusiasm and activities (Beatwalk, Farmer’s Market, 
revived Rotary) have sprung up since then.  Light rail has 
started and is great for us.  We still have property crime 
in the neighborhood.  We could use better east-west bus 
connections and routes for bikes to get from the Lake to 
Columbia City, the light rail and Beacon Hill.

less open space, the big trees in many of the lots have 
been cut down for construction of poor quality ugly 
skinnys on my street, less birds.    rediculous number 
of condos, and new debvelopment considering the 
traffic is already a problem on the streets so i dont think 
it is a vaiable option from many people, (w/ kids and 
groceries and all) to leave their cars.    still no plan for 
getting people to and from the light rail stops from the 
neighborhoods.  bis district more vibrant, active, feels 
safer to walk in the eves. Great entertainment and eating 
out options, more community spirit.    fabolous farmers 
market, hope it can stay  still no small grocery in the hub 
area    seems to be less gang action, although it moves 
about.     its a mix

Less and less people of color and more white folks.  Even 
the photo used for the neighborhood plan reflects that.

gentrification

perceived increase in property crime spreading 
throughout the area

Light rail, and buildout of Rainier Vista.  The Business 
district continues to get better.

I have been in the neighborhood for one year, and am 
concened about the increase in violence.
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In general, the neighborhood has improved; the 
development of Columbia City (core businesses=bakery, 
butcher shop, consignment, restaurants) has made it a lot 
more livable.  I continue to be concerned about the crime 
rate, especially gang-related violence.  Although there 
are several quality elementary schools, middle and high 
schools are sub-par.  My middle schooler attends private 
school (although she attended public elementary school) 
and will attend private high school as well, God willing.

Seen businesses come and go in columbia city.  See more 
people working on their homes.

It got better.

Columbia City specific:    Business district is more 
stable and there’s a great mixture of long-standing 
businesses and newer businesses (more variety of types 
of businesses). More people due to condo projects that 
have gone in. Light rail has arrived. Carnegie Library 
remodel was fantastic. Farmers Market is thriving. The 
construction on MLK has made traffic along Rainier 
much, much worse - people speed, run lights. Still drug-
dealing in front of Angie’s Tavern, and the corner of 
Hudson and Rainier becomes pretty sketchy at night. 
DESC facility has gone in, and I’ve noticed panhandling 
along Rainier a couple times since then, but otherwise 
it doesn’t seem to have impacted the core of Columbia 
City much. Rainier Chamber is now in the neighborhood, 
and the Rainier Rotary meets in Columbia City now. 
Hitts Hill Park was established, and provides a wonderful 
greenbelt, connector between 37th and 39th.

light rail has been fantastic!  i noticed that the heritage 
summer festival parade has greatly expanded.  lots of 
new businesses in the heart of columbia city that we 
frequent.

I love the positive development. I don’t want to see 
any more subsidized housing projects “dumped” in the 
southend. This should be part of the plan. The rest of the 
city needs to absorb some of these programs. Our police/
fire continue to be under staffed. PARKING! I used to love 
to come to columbia city because it was easy to get in 
and out of for parking. The lack of parking is amazing to 
me these days... especially with light rail. There is a HUGE 
need for more parking both in Col. city and along the 
route.

There’s been a big change in diversity, with more medium 
income families displacing lower income families within 
the neighborhood.    Within the last month or so, noticed 
quite a few more non-Columbia City residents visiting the 
shopping area on Rainier; coming in via Light rail.

The light rail development has had a major impact in both 
actual change and expectations for the neighborhood.  
The commercial strip has continued to run out of 
business the older established businesses and put in 
newer swankier stores and gallaries.  That said, the newer 
stores do have more general appeal and have added to 
the neighborhood ambiance.  Beat walk and the farmers 
market continue to be popular venues and give a positive 
“vibe” to the neighborhood.  Housing prices skyrocketed 
(400% in my case) with only the national depression bring 
some prices slightly down.     Now that the light rail is 
completed and operating, the next 6 months will tell alot 
about it’s real impact.  I still do not see easy links between 
the rail (or Rainier Vista) and “downtown” Columbia City.  
It is a hike.  There needs to be short “feeder routes” to 
the rail that go east-west.  This would not only enable 
more commuters to take the rail, it would feed folks to 
the commercial district.  The other “ah-ha” realization 
about the light rail is that the limited on-off access along 
MLK turns out to really only benefit the businesses 
and residences right around the 3 light rail stops.  I am 
skeptical about the high density housing plans helping to 
build “community.”  The jury is still out on whether the 
light rail will become a slum run or truly urban access.   
(The airport stop may be the critical save.)    Many more 
changes, including safety and schools.

More and more young families.  More and more white 
people.  somewhat less litter.

I’ve only been here for 2 years.  I haven’t seen significant 
change in that time other than the Light Rail opening, 
which is a huge positive.

Improved greatly but still room for improvement

We moved to a house on Rainier and Hudson in 1999 
and there was really only two good places to eat - the 
Columbia City Ale House and La Medusa.  Now, the 
neighborhood is choke full of great places to eat!  It 
is very easy to spend an afternoon just walking and 
shopping.
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I like that Columbia City’s business area has improved.  
There are great shops and restaurants here.

Our neighborhood has been much improved since 
we moved in 6 years ago. There are many more great 
restaurants, the neighborhood seems cleaner, safer and 
now we have our own light rail stop! The additions of 
Tutta Bella, El Sombrero, Geraldine’s Counter, Retroactive 
Kids and now Full Tilt makes it easy to not leave the 
neighborhood! Now if we could just get someone to bring 
good sushi.....

A great deal more density surrounding the Columbia City 
main street.

Light Rail has made traveling downtown faster, easier 
and cheaper than car.  The Columbia City business district 
provides a great variety of services so that I don’t have 
to leave the neighborhood as much.  There are children 
everywhere!  The farmers’ market gets busier and better 
every year.  The neighborhood has an active, committed, 
and tight-knit community.

light rail complete, business strip  in Columbia City 
revitalized, farmers market, “gentrification”,

My neighborhood has improved in almost every 
respect in the ten years we’ve lived here.  It has become 
the pedestrian neighborhood I always hoped to live 
in.  Businesses I use often have moved in, and I have 
fewer reasons all the time to leave.  With the light rail, 
much more of the city has become convenient to us 
for shopping, entertainment, work, etc.  I really didn’t 
expect to live in such a great neighborhood when we 
moved here.  On the downside, if we had not bought our 
house here ten years ago, we would not be here.  It has 
grown less diverse, as prices on houses have climbed, 
and many black people who used to be able to live in this 
neighborhood have moved to Kent, Tukwila, Renton, and 
points south.

Over the past thirty years, our little neighborhood has 
slowly improved.  The yuppies have either mellowed 
out or moved to Samamish (spelling?).  The business 
district has cleaned up and the police have forced out 
prostitutes and drug dealers, for the most part.      The rail 
system?  People have gotten used to going around MLK 
and haveincreased the traffic on  Rainier avenue, Beacon 
Avenue, and 50th/Seward/Wilson.  Can we use the Greg’s 
toy train??  NO!  Neither my wife nor I are going to walk 
over a mile at our ages to ride a train tht does not go near 
any place we regularly travel.  Park and ride lots would be 
nice- - - bikes seem to have them at the local “stations”.  
But, Greg thinks they are only for other small towns like 
Bellevue, Renton, Kent, etc.    The people who live here 
must drive to work at Boeing, Microsoft, South Center, 
etc. as the lionel does not seem to go to those places.  
Only from the parking garage on Pac Hiway to the most 
expensive shopping district in downtown Seattle.

more younger people moving into the neighborhood and 
fixing up older houses

Denser housing is being built.  Sound Transit 
improvements to MLK.  Crime has increased - especially 
gang violence and home burglaries.  More businesses 
have moved to the Columbia City area, seem to be more 
stable.

There is much more development and gentrification.  
Columbia City has become “yuppiefied” for the best 
description I can come up with.  It has become more 
expensive to live here (taxes, housing values) and the 
traffic has increased.  I no longer feel this is the secret 
gem of Seattle and I do not want to lose the multiracial, 
ethnic, class diversity that has been so important to me 
since moving here in 1992.  I fear this area is becoming 
another Wallingford which absolutely displeases me.  I 
really, really believe Seattle must maintain affordable 
housing for all...and it is not doing this ~ it is pushing 
the working poor out further and further and those with 
money want for this to occur which is absolute not ok 
with me.  Do not treat the southend as a second class 
citizen and do not push the working poor out of the city 
either.

Columbia City now has a tangible sense of community 
with regular events such as Beatwalk and Farmer’s 
market and many restaurants and shops that the 
neighborhood enjoys frequenting.  It feels safer than it 
did when we moved to Seward Park 10 years ago.  We 
visit Columbia City’s restaurants, the butcher, bakery, toy 
store, book store and other shops often with our children.
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The neighborhood has changed a great deal for the 
better, and I hope to see it continue to improve.  The 
implimentation of the light-rail will hopefully bring more 
business and visitors to Columbia City.

This is my second response the first was more positive.     
What I see on the negative side in Rainier Valley is more 
gangs, drugs, prostitution. We do not feel safe driving on 
Rainier Avenue or MLK. Hillman City needs cleaning up 
the store fronts are dirty. We need more businesses that 
give services the community can use, in Hillman City.      I 
would like to see a ban on left turns through Columbia 
City during rush hours.

Vibrancy of Columbia City stores along Rainier Ave S. 
is better and will hopefully continue to grow with the 
addition of Light Rail.  There are more people shopping/
eating/spending money in their neighborhood which 
is great.      Crime however has been a big factor in the 
neighborhood and has only gotten worse since we moved 
here 5 years ago.  When we first moved here is was petty 
crime - cars being broken into, graffiti, but has escalated 
into home invasions, muggings, and arson.  This has 
made residents very uneasy and has caused some to even 
move away.  The lack of a police presence and response 
has also become problematic.  People are so discouraged 
by the lack of police response when something happens, 
that they don’t even bother calling the police anymore 
because they are frustrated they can’t get an officer to 
come to the scene to take a report.  This is absolutely 
unacceptable and something needs to be done about it.

Gentrification.

it seemed to be getting better before the economic crash. 
i think it had some backslide, but seems to be recovering 
slowly. my evidence - businesses are beginning to move 
back in. there are still a lot of middle-class families 
living here. however, the numerous development plans 
(Columbia Plaza, Plasics factory, etc) are in limbo as far as 
i know.

Growing commerical district.  Better public transporation.  
More multi-family units in our immediate neighborhood.  
More modern architecture in our immediate 
neighborhood.  More traffice on our street.

Changes have been mostly positive. I remember when 
most of the store fronts in CC were boarded up with 
murals of the businesses we would like to have. My 
favorite mural was the ice cream parlor - one opened a 
few weeks ago. Density has increased. The old farmhouse 
I lived in 20 years ago is now two houses, there are many 
condos, and more multi-unit buildings. The light rail is 
lovely.     Costs have gone up, and this has affected lower 
income families negatively.     I wish th city worked more 
closely with the school district to make the area more 
family friendly.

As far as I can tell the biggest change can be found in 
the opening of more businesses in columbia city and 
surrounding arterials. I think the most important question 
is whether these businesses are servicing the pre-
gentrification population of this neighborhood or more 
so the people and families who have chosen to move to 
the south end of seattle since the tech boom of the late 
1990’s, early 2000’s. Are people of color being forced out 
of c. city and genessee? Forced to find more affordable 
rent in Rainier Beach, Renton, Kent, etc. Can this 
gentrification process be partly to blame for an increase 
in youth violence? Move it out of Columbia City some 
say, out of sight and out of mind. Seattleites, for all of our 
righteousness have always been on the positive end of 
carpet-baggery, but if there are not enough plans in place 
to maintain neighborhoods and not drive up property 
values this city will be one big Ballard. A formerly thriving 
distinct community, now almost unrecognizable after 
its condoization and yuppification. While some of this 
process is unavoidable lets stop and think about what will 
be losing.

Yes. Light rail and road improvements are the most 
noticeable.

My neighborhood is Hillman City.  I happened to have 
lived here for 10 years.  While I see wonderful changes 
in the Columbia City neighborhood I have not seen any 
changes (with the exception of the money and time 
donated by UPS to the Brighton Park).  In fact, I felt safer 
in this neighborhood when I purchased my home than 
I do now.   There does not seem to be any city focus on 
this neighborhood and this became really apparent when 
a light rail stop was not provided at MLK and Orcas (a 
street directly into the Hillman City Neighborhood).  This 
neighborhood has a great community and is actively 
involved but for some reason does not seem to get the 
attention of this city nor from our Mayor.
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light rail, other than that I haven’t lived here long enough 
to comment

My husband and I moved to Columbia City in late 1998. 
In that time Columbia City has definitely become more of 
a “destination neighborhood”--people come from other 
parts of the city to check it out, visit the businesses, etc. 
It is the most attractive business district for dinner and 
entertainment (movie/theater show/music) south of 
I-90, to the city limits and beyond--people are definitely 
drawn to this--it’s much easier to park here than Capitol 
Hill or Downtown, too. Other changes include LOTS of 
infill housing development. Not just townhouses (though 
there are too many of those), but also new houses 
shoehorned into subdivided yards of older houses. And, 
last but not least, Light Rail--a long time in coming, 
but my goodness, does it change the game for the 
neighborhood completely. Access to downtown is MUCH 
easier, and even points beyond. Getting to Seattle Center 
(via train, then monorail) is actually easy now, for the first 
time ever.

more business activity  more noise and trash

In Hillman City not much has changed.

Columbia City has become a yet more vibrant, diverse, 
and fun place to live.  Unfortunately, the Hillman City 
business district continues to struggle and have a rag-tag 
feel about it.

Downtown CC has changed from a stagnant business 
district with several decrepit churches to a thriving retail/
restaurant area. I am friends with several business owners 
from the retail core (past and present) and I can say that 
running a successful business down there has gotten 
infinitely easier. I don’t hear about anyone chasing dealers 
away from the front of the shop with a knife anymore.

More businesses have opened up, more pedestrians 
out-and-about, Farmer’s Market draws people in, light 
rail increases walking traffic. There has been an increase 
in ugly townhouses/condos being built right across the 
street from my little 1.5 story house.

It’s safer and there are many more businesses to 
patronize...it’s become a destination for residents of 
other Seattle neighborhoods.

Crime rates are terrible.  We need traffic calming 
since it is too easy for criminals to have access to the 
neighborhoods.  People are speeding!  The grafitti we 
report is not cleared up on public spaces.  The city ignores 
us.  Here are some examples:  We are losing Amazon in 
Beacon Hill and this effects small businesses in Columbia 
City.  There is no city focus to bring in a major employer 
into this area.  A retail job does not compete with high 
tech jobs in Fremont or South Lake Union.

Improved transportation, improved restaurant scene, still 
high in crime.

For the worse, I feel less safe now than I did 8 years ago 
and I see increased drug activity and prostitution in 
Hillman City specifically

I’ve seen quite a bit of new housing, most notably the 
housing that went in on MLK Way by the Columbia City 
light rail station, and continuing south on MLK past the 
Othello station.  MLK has become a preferred route 
instead of a street to be avoided at all costs.  Rainier Ave 
has some new housing, and a new fire station is being 
built on Rainier and Kenny.

Lots of young families who are not immigrants have 
moved in.  Vacant lots have new buildings.  MLK has 
lightrail.

Hillman City has improved from the work of 
the community with no help from the City.  All 
implementation from our neighborhood plan has 
occurred in Columbia City only.  We’d like new sidewalks, 
appropriate and adequate pedestrian lighting, and 
to be favored over all other neighborhoods in SE as 
Columbia City has been for the last 15 years.  We’d like our 
welcome to Hillman City sign to have the most prominent 
placement on S Orcas street too, but instead the sign 
directing folks to Columbia City has the best placement.  
The inequity is insulting, rude, and discriminatory.

Yes, but I’m not sure what is attributable to plan, what 
to the community development group’s good work and 
boosterism (beat walk and the like) which pre-dates 
plan and what to the rush of infill and development that 
raised nearly all residential and commercial areas in 
neighborhoods of Seattle.

tree plantings, park improvement, light rail, 
neighborhood activities, gang activity, police, MLK 
cleaned up considerably,
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I have only been there 3 months but now we have light 
rail!

increase in traffic, gang related crime

Since we moved to Columbia City, the first negative thing 
we noticed was the volume of traffic and the inattentive 
motorist who travel through our neighborhood. 
We’ve noticed that more people are moving into the 
neighborhood and dense housing is being constructed, 
we welcome more people moving into the area but 
not more cars; cars take away our happiness due to 
their nosies, pollution and thier apparent entitlement 
to own the roadway’s space. Motorists take over the 
neighborhood and make it much less enjoyable to be 
outside.

I haven’t been here long enough to respond.

It’s changed a lot.

Too many businesses have closed, leaving vacant/for 
lease spaces; there has been too little development of 
market rate housing.

More gentrification, more families with children, less 
ethnically diverse

Light rail, with the station at a location different than 
anticipated in the plan. Expanded library. Revitalized 
business district. Major mixed-use developments 
planned. Neighborhood school on the closure list.

The neighborhood is gradually improving with new 
restaurants and shops that I visit.  The environment has 
improved with more efforts that remodel, beautify, and 
clean things up.  The light rail is bringing more visitors to 
Columbia City who support the businesses here. There 
has also been a noticeable increase in crime as a result of 
the weak economy.

New light rail, many more & different bussinesses, safer, 
more expensive to buy a home, retail space is more 
espensive, civic engagment has decreased, diverse mix 
of housing options (townhomes for example), farmers 
market, vacant public school building, expanded library, 
more daycare options, change in economic mix of people, 
more interest from developers,

Columbia City has grown into a vibrant interesting place 
that is known throughout the city. There are shops, 
restaurants, a movie theater. It is safer, cleaner, more 
welcoming.

The light rail has started service, which has significantly 
increased foot traffic along S Edmunds between the 
station and the retail core.     Housing density between 
mlk and rainier has increased. Well designed townhomes 
have sold much faster than poorly designed townhomes 
- some of which have stood vacant for over a year.     The 
Columbia school no longer houses an elementary school, 
leaving a critical site along Edmunds lightrail-retail core 
to an opaque repurposing process.    Lightrail station got 
situated in a location not figured into the plan, places a 
great new  emphasis on the edmunds corridor.    Colimbia 
Plaza and St Gobain properties slated for redevelopment. 
And potential redevelopment of Zion School ought to be 
all guided by an updated neighborhood plan.    Changes in 
the economy with a renewed esteem for small business, 
crafts, and light manufacturing ought to be reconsidered 
in the planning and rezoning of a neighborhood that 
has found it’s renewed vitality in small businesses. 
Developments like the Mohn work//live Lofts have 
drawn businesses to the neighborhood and ought to be 
considered within the S Edmunds lightrail-retail corridor.

Light rail has opened, several commercial buildings 
have been slated for development or put up for sale 
and these projects have stalled (Chubby & Tubby, etc.)    
New RPZ instituted  New medium-density residential 
redevelopment, townhomes

It has improved greatly. Crime is down, stores have 
opened, homes are being fixed up.    On the other 
hand, the impacts of traffic through the neighborhood, 
especially on Rainier, have gotten much worse.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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I’ll note that the rebuild of the park in Col City, right next to the library, seems futile.  For loosing access most of last 
summer, we just got more cement paths.  Comes out loosing on my cost/benefit calculation.

*please keep historical homes/buildings in Columbia City

The Genesee Meadow, playfield, and dog park are great resources.

I love the new Link Light Rail.

love the walkability and low-density feel of the neighborhood

Light rail stop @ C. City  Love Genessee Park and the Olmstead parks along the Lake  Like many restauraunts in 
business district

For the most part we are very pleased with the things that are happening in our neighborhood.  We love it here.

Columbia City is looking lovely.

other things respondents are pleased about:
• general civic enthusiasm
• Farmers market
• maintenance of the historic district
• Sound Transit - yay!
• Farmer’s Market
• Farmer’s Market, Light Rail

• civically active community, diverse 
community
• the diversity of the neighborhood is still 
intact, despite rising home values
• diversity in neighborhood
• the train is the best thing to happen in 
Seattle

• trees given out about 5 years ago now 
growing well.
• New Rainier Vista
• DESC’s opeing of the Rainer Supportive 
Houisng Program.
• improvements to K-5 public schools
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I am happy that the renewal has been thoughtful and that 
they have valued the character of the area.

The light rail nearby is a plus. The business district has 
improved. Having a movie theater and good restaurants 
is great. The library is wonderful. It’s great that diversity 
has remained a key element of the neighborhood.

I like the variety of housing types that are appearing 
lately in the area, including live/work lofts and newer 
multi-family. The redevelopment of the library was 
fabulous and the new stores and restaurants have overall 
been positive additions.

The library addition was brilliant.  New developments 
have been great, the light rail is going to be wonderful for 
us.

CC now has a true business core visited by the 
community.

Repeating my prior comments, slow growth is better 
quality growth.  The libraries and parks in this area, 
including Genesee and the park adjacent to the Columbia 
City Library, are excellent facilities.

Love the library, hate the community center. The center 
is ugly, uninviting, and expensive to rent. Seems grossly 
underutilized.

I’m pleased to see the Columbia City business district 
hanging on during the recession.  I’m much less pleased 
with the derelict appearance and neglect of Hillman City.    
I’m pleased to see new homeowners moving in, fixing up 
their homes, and building a community of people that 
care.

Think we are making great strides to continue to clean up 
and invite new businesses.  Love being able to easily get 
downtown and then go into my own neighborhood. :)

I enjoy what businesses are available in my 
neighborhood.  I only wish there were more of them, 
and that the now-vacant retail spaces were occupied 
with businesses I enjoy.  I appreciate very much the 
recreational spaces available at Genessee Playfield 
and Meadow, the Rainier Community Center, and the 
Columbia Branch of the Library.  I am large supporter of 
the light rail.

There are more people on the street and the area is 
attracting shoppers from other neighborhoods/cities

I am pleased with Hitts Hill Park and other open areas. 
I am pleased our library got remodeled and hope it can 
be funded properly to provide services to residents. The 
Columbia City business district is filling out nicely.

The Columbia City/Hillman City/Genessee neighborhood 
has a great local community feel to it that has come 
about organically because of its (previously) affordable 
housing, ethnic diversity and small scale development. It 
is truly a neighborhood within the city. It is unique from 
other neighborhoods in Seattle and should be recognized 
as one of the last places in the city representative of 
what a multi-ethnic, economically diverse and urban 
community should be like.

I wish that there would be more bike lanes one on rainier 
going north and one on MLK going south then change it 
when they meet.

Columbia City core is athriving, energetic, hip destination

These changes are not related to any help from the City, 
but only to the hard work of those of us involved with the 
Hillman City Business Association.

The business district improvements seem concentrated 
in Columbia City -- which is great to see -- but there does 
not seem to be a halo effect up and down the Rainier 
Valley Corridor.

I appreciate the buses and Light Rail. Our local businesses 
are excellent. I hope that new businesses will enter the 
few empty storefronts.  Beat Walk night is community 
building evening every month.

Excited about Light Rail, but I hope it will become easier 
for more people to access as bus routes change slightly to 
connect us better with the rail line.  I like the frequency of 
bus service (#7).  I love that almost everything I need is in 
Columbia City, which is about 1 mile away... park, library, 
post office, restaurants, clinic, stores.

Great community building with the farmer’s market and 
new restaurants. Increase in property value with more 
improvements.

I have a family with children so we use the parks all the 
time and appreciate the choices around us.  The business 
district has so many new great tenants that we enjoy 
visiting.
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The center of Columbia City is great, I love going there 
and shopping locally. I’d like to see it spread south a bit 
more, or just expand in general.

This neighborhood is not nearly as dangerous as places 
I have lived in other cities. The City of Seattle should do 
more to improve the reputation of the Rainier Valley.

I am excited about the light rail’s beginning; I am excited 
to use it for commuting starting tomorrow. I also really 
enjoy Columbia City’s business district; I would love it if 
Hillman City was half as vibrant.

LOVE the light rail  LOVE the businesses  Love the 
diversity  Love the library and parks, beautiful

neighborhood involvement

Love being able to walk/bike to parks, library, restaurants, 
movie theater, etc.

Light rail is great - and it only took 15 years!  The “toddler 
gym” programs at the rec centers in the area are a life 
saver for families with small children in the Winter.  
As I said before, the Columbia City business district 
contributes significantly to the liveability of the area.

The Community Center in Columbia City is great! I only 
wish there was something a little closer to my house in 
Hillman City.

Library remodel was excellent.    Has been important to 
have schools revitalized, school presence in downtown 
Columbia city feels important

New parks have been added to the neighborhood thanks 
to community involvement and activism (no thanks to 
the city).

Parks are nice, but they are often used too late into the 
night.  I live right on the edge of a park and the noise is 
very noticeable well after dark.

The light rail is a great addition to the neighborhood. 
Restaurants and businesses are thriving in Columbia City.

We have a great central business district with some 
great new developments going in: if anything, we could 
use more development and more compact mixed-use 
buildings along Rainier and MLK.

Light rail is a huge asset.

love light rail, love full tilt that moved in, love that 
brighton is getting a new playground! also, love that 
rainier beach is getting  a new pool.

Seward Park is one park that is being taken care of and 
improved upon.

Light rail is great. Columbia Library is beautiful! Columbia 
City business district is wonderful--the focus on small 
businesses and no overwhelming buildings/edifices are all 
great. It’s a walkable neighborhood and one I’m proud to 
be a member of.

Light Rail is wonderful.

Can we encourage a sushi and an Indian restaurant to 
open already??

I really like living walking distance to Genesee Park, 
the Lake, Columbia City and the grocery store at PCC.  
Walking is very important to me and I chose to move 
to this location b/c of the ability to walk to many places 
(albeit long walks)

I love the parks, restaurants, stores.  I love the walkability 
of the neighborhood.

The light rail and accompanying housing and road 
improvements are especially nice.

Applies to Columbia City core only, not to my immeidate 
neighborhood (Hillman City), where businesses have 
decreased and vacancies in the business district are up.

pleased about hits hill, especially with so much open 
space being built on.

Light rail is exciting -- but we really don’t know the impact 
yet.   Our historic buildings are wonderful.  We have some 
vibrant businesses in DT Columbia City.

Lovely Seward Park and Lake Washington lake frontage. 
Great restaurants in CC

I don’t need to drive my car because I have access to my 
needs in walking distance.

I enjoy using the light rail to get downtown and to get 
to the airport, it is the reason we decided to buy in this 
neighborhood.  We have a good library and I like the parks 
that are nearby (genessee and seward)



Q2: What are you pleased about?
240

Columbia City / hillmaN City / geNeSee Columbia City / hillmaN City / geNeSee

Light rail opening has been a fabulous thing for Columbia 
City!  The offerings at the Rainier Community Center are 
good, although its strange to me that the Toddler gym 
hours were eliminated for the summer -- considering 
that Toddler gym is well attended by local parents year-
round.  It would be nice to have more parent/child classes 
offer there for young ones and toddlers.  The Farmer’s 
Market and the picnic-ing in the park by families during 
the Market hours is a wonderful weekly community-
building event.  I hope that when the parking lot where 
the Farmer’s Market is redeveloped into housing that 
the market will not relocate far from its current location, 
as people would not be as likely to picnic and use the 
Columbia Park in this way.

The Mt Baker light rail station is a welcome arrival, I love 
the green spaces along Mt Baker Blvd, Hunter Blvd, and 
Mt Baker/Colman parks.  Housing can be affordable

I’m very happy with the light rail in the neighborhood.  
And we’ve got great parks all around.

Density is good. I want to see more mixed commercial/
residential housing in the area, especially around the light 
rail and the Columbia City Historic district.

Love the new businesses in Columbia City, love Light Rail

It’s always so exciting to see a business open. And I am 
proud to shop locally.

We LOVE being near the lake and parks, and really 
appreciate bike Sunday.  New libraries are terrific.  And 
the light rail is awesome!

Most of Columbia City and Hillman were boarded up 
when I moved here, now we have some new businesses. 
Not enough, but a start.

Its only going to get better as the transportation 
continues to improve.

Love the light rail, the library, the shops and restaurants 
on Rainier Ave.

I love the improvements to the library

I’m satisfied with the safety of my neighborhood 
(everything east of Cascadia Blvd)

we love that we are so close to the light rail station.  The 
bus took ages to get downtown.

Love all the new restaurants in Columbia City.  The 
existing housing is improving with some homeowners 
taking more pride in their homes.

businesses are really trying to make a go of it, although 
a lot of them fail after a bit, I think due to inflated rents 
in the business district of Columbia City. Lots of creative 
enterpreneurs.    Light rail is super loud (I’m several blocks 
away from station and tracks and hear bells and whining 
metal), but it is great to have the service.

Columbia City restaurants and new business.

There have been some nice housing developments 
(condos) in the Columbia City area. Perhaps more could 
be developed between Rainier and MLK Jr. Way.

I enjoy the parks and green space and the variery of 
restaurants.

Feels active and energized  Link is great

Light rail is awesome, as is the newly renovated library 
and the diverse selection of restaurants and other retail 
establishments.

Love that we have a QFC and a PCC.  Love that we now 
have Ross and several coffee shops.

Many new businesses

Great strides have been made by some of the business 
associations while some neighborhoods are still very 
much struggling like Hillman City and need more support 
from the city.

Library expansion is great and was much needed.

Transportation is very easy for us.  I would like to see 
Metro work on feeding people from outside walking 
distance to the rail stations.  Some small buses, etc.

We love the improvements that have been made to our 
parks and libraries, the new community centers, and 
housing developments.  The Columbia City neighborhood 
has attracted so many great restaurants and shops.  It 
also seems that more and more families with children 
move into our area every year.

Lightrail has great promise. The best thing about the 
neighborhood is the people.
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All the improvements we’ve seen we’re pretty happy 
about.

I love the train, the local library and the vibrant business 
district.

The parks continue to be our neighborhood jewel.  
Responsiveness by police and fire

Happy to see light rail opening. Look forward to 
extensions to airport and UW opening in the future.

Great business district, great parks, great library, and 
light rail!

Light Rail is fantastic, I use it every day.  The library and 
adjacent park is lovely and of course the farmers market 
is great for the neighborhood.

In Columbia City private investors and community 
advocates tried very hard to develop responsibly and 
maintain the integrity of the neighborhood as compared 
to other areas of MLK and Rainier Avenue that have been 
taken over by cheap, tall, skinny buildings with increased 
density as the main focus.

please build more mass transit and a street car to 
columbia city from downtown would be nice. you can 
turn rainier ave south into a boulevard or cycle track 
would be best where bicycles have their own path on the 
roadway.

Good support for pocket parks. Starbuck donates some 
to that. And lots of volunteer community members pitch 
in tons of hrs. that is good

The light rail is great.  Genessee Park, the Green, and the 
area playgrounds are great.

Light rail!  NRV has made it possible for low and middle 
income people to live in the same community.

The refurbished library is great although parking is still 
not adequate. The Ranier Community Center is a good 
resource and has a very useable playground. There are 
some wonderful new businesses and restaurants that 
have opened that contribute to the vibrant, ecclectic, 
small town feel of Columbia City.

Glad to see the light rail completed.  Community policing 
has been improved.  Done great outreach.  Library 
renovation nice.  DESC building also worked out well.  
Business district improving, going upscale.

See previous comments

The addition of light rail makes other parts of the city 
more accessible.  In addition, I like the increased foot 
traffic that I see on my street.  I think seeing more people 
walk would encourage others to do so as well.

The Light Rail is teriffic

More work needs to be done connecting the area to the 
light rail.

love the light rail!    good walking!  great businesses

There have been many parks in the neighborhood for a 
long time; now they seem more accessible and better 
maintained.

The library renovation has been great.  Light rail is terrific 
(but better feeder bus service from Lakewood/Seward 
Park to the C. City station would be welcome).  The 
business district as a whole is terrific

The parks are well maintained, the businesses are locally 
owned and diverse, yay for light rail.

I am very happy with the opening of the DESC supportive 
housing program on 42nd and Rainer.  We need to be 
open to this type of housing for our poor, our weak and 
those who are homeless.

i love my neighbors, and i like the house where i have 
been lucky enough to be a renter for the past 13 years. i 
love being so near the park and the pcc.

Light rail seems to have brought in a lot more business 
and visitors to the neighborhood;  - lots of work has been 
done on creating public facilities for the community and 
its showing

Its great to see a busy “main street” area in Columbia City. 
Beatwalk is wonderful! The library remodel has been a 
real asset and the Genessee park area is well utilized. The 
Farmers market is great.
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Light rail has put a nice face on the MLK corridor there is 
much remodeling and new residential construction going 
on.

No

I am pleased; that the Columbia library will be expanded, 
the parks are improving but we can use more of them 
especially small neighborhood parks,

Business district is great!  I’d like to see the commercial 
“node” on Wilson Ave S. develop as well.

Brighton Playfield (which is the green space closest to us) 
has received improvements in the last few years

Love the lightrail, the beautiful library, and the 
commercial areas.

I absolutely love our new library and the commercial 
district in Columbia City! However, it is very dangerous 
for us to walk there from our neighborhood without 
any sidewalks.  I would walk much more (and I think my 
neighbors would too) if they were installed. It is just too 
unsafe for walking.

I’m very happy that more restaurants are opening and 
giving residents of Columbia City more options.

Light rail is awesome....finally.

Downtown Columbia City is better for businesses.

love love love being nearby a great biz district, Seward 
Park, Light Rail, and in a neighborhood with other 
families.  also love being walking distance from school

This has been a pretty fabulous decade for Columbia City, 
topped by light rail opening.

New houseing in the area is designed well and fits into 
the fabric of the urban density.

all library branches should be funded to be open 7 days a 
week, 9am to 8pm everyday.

Hurray for light rail!  Hurray for art and science projects 
at Brighton Playfield!  Hurray for all of the great new 
restaurants, cafes, and bars!

Love the new light rail.  Great neighbors and great open 
green spaces (and other parks facilities).  Columbia City is 
thriving community.

Great neighborhood, love the Fire Dept here.

I love the vibrancy of the CC area.  I moved here so that I 
could be within walking distance to restaurants, business, 
the library, etc.

We are thrilled to use the Sound Transit. It would be 
great to have more to do in the parks, for example a 
skate park at Genesee or in Columbia City. It is a drag the 
neighborhood kids need to drive to other neighborhoods 
to enjoy a current sport.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• Again, lots of missing sidewalks
• Continue to addess the gang issue please.
• no more condos
• crazy drivers
• disappearing bike lanes
• I hope that the Link will encourage more 
business on MLK.
• middle and high schools are inadequet and 
dangerous.
• HIllman City is neglected by the city and 
really looks it!
• Cleanliness
• more affordable housing needed
• too much condo development
• Neglect from the City
• cleanliness/pride in the place where we live
• Police response
• I don’t like businesses putting bars on their 
windows, it makes it feel that crime is a 
concern and is not inviting!  Columbia City 
has few bars on windows and it is much 
more pleasant.
• some blight, litter, graffiti
• gathering spaces
• Buildings of disrepair on MLK
• Parking
• general loitering in certain areas.  litter.
• Traffic thru the neighborhood, especially on 
Rainier Ave.
• low density
• see comments below

• gentrification
• focus on core Columbia City
• lack of retail and employment opportunities
• Newly formed neighborhood organization 
is dominated by NIMBY-ist loudmouths who 
seem to be opposed to everything
• crime
• many streets still without curbs
• bike paths, schools
• quality of public schools is still low.
• traffic and pedestrian safety a primary 
concern
• Need police to target the prostitution/drug 
scene.
• Huge, ugly, towering townhouses crowded 
onto a lot where there used to be small one 
story homes.
• Repaving Rainier Avenue without any bike 
lanes
• urban density housing choices
• Lake  WA Blvd.
• need more lower income housing
• drug traffic
• Department of liscensing
• school closures
• warning bells for light rail
• Lack of sidewalks
• the lack of parking in and around the 
Columbia City core.  My wife has two 
replaced knees, and getting to and from 
local stores is a real chore.

• schools
• Rainier Traffic
• home ownership becoming unaffordable 
for those over poverty line but under 6 figure 
income.
• roadways devoted to cars
• zoning
• Education
• Rainier ave, street lighting and curbing 
for pedestrian safety between station and 
rainier
• city streets are poorly maintained
• Traffic
• I hate the nimbism in this community.
• neighborhood cleanliness
• public schools!
• Sidewalks, please?
• police presence
• Lack of Rainier Vista development.
• public schools at middle and high school 
level, places for teens
• general loitering
• Crime and loitering. See below
• Garbage on the streets and bike safety
• litter and lack of fixes sidewalks on renton 
ave south
• property taxes
• schools; too many non-profits and social 
servicxes agencies; not enough support for 
business development to help with crime 
and all other related issues

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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While having the train is good, we still can’t get anywhere 
but downtown easily.  Need better access to the U Dist and 
S Lake Union - for what my family would use.

*safety - in spite of active block watches, burglaries and 
nuisance solicitiers still rise  transportation - too bad there 
is not easy access to light rail (no parking area)  housing - 
take care not to knock down wonderful cottages to build 
new condo’s and change the nature of the area

I attend the University of Washington, and for me to take 
public transport from my house would require two buses 
and well over an hour in transport (compared to 20-25 
minutes by car). That’s abysmal.

I am not certain that the low income housing developments 
are helping out with crime. They should be more careful 
with building styles when permitting to keep some of the 
character of the neighborhood and it’s history.

We need a pool.

in one of the crime hotspots of the city (southeast seattle 
in general), it made no sense to increase the area to cover 
and not increase the patrol force concurrently.  especially 
when it was already acknowledged to be an understaffed 
precinct.

I wish the businesses on Rainier would be forced to clean 
up in front of the stores, all the litter, all along Rainier from 
RB to Dearborn, it is filthy.  Also do some work with Hillman 
to fix up the storefronts, paint them, don’t allow landlords 
to ignore the facade. Put up awnings, plant trees, make it a 
boulevard.  FIx up the brighton area too.

Wish library felt safer, more spacious for small children  
Wish we had better retailers in business district  Wish we 
didn’t have any shuttered storefronts in business district

1. Parking near the light rail would encourage usability for 
those of us that are not near enough to walk.  2. I am still 
concerned about South Seattle being used as a dumping 
ground for the city’s unwanted (ie: mentally unstable and 
half-way houses).

My memory might be foggy, but I seem to recall bike 
lanes on MLK.  I wonder if they had to go for space issues 
when the light rail went in...  Also there have been a 
number of break-ins, our house and close friends and 
neighbors included, and the police response is incredibly 
slow, but an hour or 2 after the incidents, we seem to 
have an extraordinary amount of police hanging about 
the scene, especially with the home invasion that 
happened to our neighbor a couple years ago.

Again, the Hillman City business district needs some love.  
Small investments by the City in lighting and sidewalk/
ped amenities would make a huge difference.      I’m 
a big fan of implementing changes in Rainier’s lane 
configuration (first priority) and other improvements 
outlined in Southeast Transportation Study.      King 
County Metro has failed the neighborhood not only by 
failing to provide good access to the light rail line but 
by actually cutting back east-west service (#39 route in 
particular).  Their plan to “spread the pain” is a bad joke 
- further reducing the highest ridership bus routes at 
same rate as routes in far flung and low density places like 
Fife, North Bend, and Enumclaw.  It would be funny if it 
weren’t so sad.

A neighborhood grocery other than the Viet Wah would 
really help make this an urban village.

Light rail is too far for me to walk to, and the bus I would 
need to take to connect with it  (39) only runs every 30 
minutes. Crime is still a big problem. Lots of burglaries 
and drug use in this neighborhood.

I wish the improvements would extend further to 
Genessee and Hillman City neighborhoods.

New housing is mixed from attractive buildings to 
crammed apartment complexes.

Vast portions of Rainier look like Aurora--and that’s not a 
good thing. Rainier still operates much like Aurora as well, 
and as long as traffic is allowed to use Rainier in this way 
the business districts clustered around Rainier will suffer. 
I won’t park my car on the street in Columbia City--an 
otherwise walkable business district--for fear of having 
my door taken off. East-west development off Rainier and 
traffic-calming seems key. I’m also dissasitified with the 
east-west connections to the light-rail stations, and feel 
that they will be underutilized because so many on the 
east side of Rainier lack quick connection to the stations.
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We are glad some of the proposed projects for the 
area have gone belly up or are on hold.  We do want 
more development, especially housing, in the area, but 
would like to see it at a reasonable scale.  We’ve got a 
1-3 story neighborhood now--6 stories seems too big 
a jump and would obliterate the sense we have of the 
local topography.  There is still a lot of property crime in 
the neighborhood.  Would like to see some defined bike 
connections to the busy Lake Washington corridor.

While the neighborhood feels safer than 10-15 years 
ago, there is still open drug dealing and prostitution at 
times which is shocking and of major concern.  We almost 
always hear sirens screaming down Rainier when we 
visit CC.  Also, it can be downright dangerous to cross CC 
Rainier crosswalks.  I wish traffic could be slowed down 
through the business district.

Amaturish public art on the trash cans and lack of parking 
for individuals wanting to use the light rail.  Poor planning 
on the part of the government officials who run the 
light rail program.  They fail to understand the American 
culture when it comes to public transportation.

See previous comment.

I’m very displeased with the city’s continuing efforts to 
force more subsidized housing into southeast Seattle.  I’m 
very unhappy with city efforts to implement Community 
Renewal, eminent domain, HB 1495, and other Transit 
Oriented Development initiatives.  There are dozens 
and dozens of un-sold TOD housing units at Rainier Vista 
and New Holly.  TOD is too costly.  Rainier Vista & New 
Holly TOD units average close to $500,000 each.  You can 
purchase a charming older home just blocks away for 
under $350,000.   Why proposed to demolish affordable 
older homes and replace them with many, denser, and 
more expensive units?      “Preservation is the ultimate 
form of sustainability.”

Too much low income housing is making the Columbia 
City area junky.  This needs to be spread out among all 
of Seattle. Residents of low income housing do not have 
choices to live in all of Seattle.

So for my husband and I - the transportation is great - 
but for the elderly or friends that live in Hillman city - it 
is really tough to get the light rail.  Need another stop 
between Columbia City and Holly Park.  Must be a cultural 
thing but there is trash everywhere - we see people dump 
stuff everywhere - kids/adults alike.  Also do not feel safe 
at times - still hear a lot of gunfire at night and someone 
was mugged right in front of the library not too long ago.  
Made us nervous about wandering down to the market 
on Wed once it is darker out.

My neighborhood is experiencing a wave of crime, most 
notably burglaries.  The majority of homes on my street 
alone have been burglarized within the past several 
months, some of them several times over.  I would like to 
have improved, very frequent bus service that connects 
Seward Park, and Genesee St. with the light rail.

The existing buildings are fine, but the glut of tacky high-
density townhouses (such as the ones being built on the 
former ‘Wittenberg Field of Dreams’ behind Zion) and the 
monstrous 5-6(!!!!!) story buildings planned to tower over 
the retail core make my stomach turn. Way to ruin a good 
thing with greedy planning, guys.

Continued improvements could be made to expand 
the urban business area and provide more walkable 
connections across Rainier Ave. Crosswalks are timed 
very short and there are no opportunities to cross 
between Hudson and 42nd S.

This area is not a safe place, particularly at night, for 
walking  or sometimes even for driving or riding a bike. 
the Hillman City business district is dysfunctional for 
the most part I think partly b/c the link between it and 
Columbia City has not been established (some folks don’t 
want this I know). More functioning businesses would 
provide employment for local residents. Some of the new 
buildings are not aesthetically pleasing. I think some of 
the bus service cuts to SE Seattle are detrimental.
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Regarding transportation, the light rail is here, but bus 
funding is about to be slashed.  From a safety perspective, 
the community has yet to reach a point where individuals 
feel safe walking alone at night from transportation hubs 
due to inadequate street lighting and poorly maintained 
pedestrian routes.  The business district of Columbia 
City is thriving, but Hillman City is years behind. A street 
beautification and business tax incentive plan should 
be implemented immediately to draw more pedestrian 
activity to the Rainier & Orcas intersection to counteract 
the current state of neglect so visible today. The new fire 
station could tie in nicely with this plan, as well as the 
proposed Juneau street park proposal.

We need more parks and open space there old columbia 
plaza shoudl be a large park w/ just the Library in the 
park. What a great connection to the lake and if we also 
used the old school yard that would make the park even 
better.

How did light rail get built w/o parking at the stations??  I 
for one would have used it countess times, if I could drive/
park at the station...you can’t expct high use if you don’t 
make it easy to use!

people who have lived in this neighborhood for 
generations have been pushed out because of a lack of 
affordable housing

Yes.  We would like to have some inplementation of our 
plan specifically in Hillman City.

What I hear constantly from small business owners is that 
the rents are crushingly high.

When I can not walk to the bus stop by Safeway on 
Rainier Ave and the police tell me to take a different route 
- walking down on McCellan - which is a longer route - 
that has me concerned about my safety.   Also, there is 
lots of activity around the boat house and not very much 
police presence thus later at night you do not feel safe 
walking along the lake without additional folks with you - 
this use to not be the case.

Safety -- specifically house casings and burglaries and car 
prowls are still at an unacceptably high level.

I am concerned that there will be too many multi-family 
housing units added to the Columbia city area in the 
near future.  I believe this will cause over crowding and 
congestion in the area.    I also believe that there is a need 
for on foot or bicycle police officers in the area. The Light 
Rail station neighborhoods need supervision in order 
for people to walk safely home. I think that the speed 
limit for traffic going down Rainier through Columbia 
City business district should be lowered. This is a high 
pedestrian area.

Unfortunately, it takes about an hour by bus to get 
to most places in Seattle besides downtown.  More 
transportation connections with other neighborhoods 
would be helpful.  Crimes like drug dealing and breaking/
entering are relatively common in my neighborhood.  
There are also many houses that are not well taken 
care of in my neighborhood (most of them being rental 
properties).

I just wish there were more businesses

Would like to see continual fight against drug dealing on 
the stretch of rainier that houses Tutta bella etc.

Crime in our area is rampant and reported daily in the 
Rainier Valley Post.  City officials are completely oblivious.

There are relatively few neighborhood parks for families 
and individuals to use. A baby boom in the area really 
shows the need for pocket parks, and busy arterials 
(Rainier, MLK) and topography act as barriers to the parks 
that may be relatively close.

I am not happy about the light rail situation.  Why can 
we not have park and ride type parking areas?  We don’t 
live within walking distance of light rail stations, and I 
checked, it will take us two bus rides to get to the stations 
- just not worth it with my two young kids.  i want to take 
the train, but it seems like you’ve made it very difficult.  
It would have been great to put in some handy parking 
places so that people can drive the short distance to 
the train, and go from there.    Also, there were a LOT of 
burglaries in our neighborhood this spring.  (We live near 
Graham Hill elementary school.)  I have never before 
felt so unsafe in my own home - we were afraid to keep 
windows open, etc!  Every day when I’d pick up my kids 
from school, I’d hear moms talk about who’d been broken 
into over night.  My son was so afraid he had to sleep in 
our bed at night.  Two of his friends were burgled, so this 
was very real to him.
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I am dissatisfied with the Link Light Rail parking situation.  
I live in the neighborhood but because I am too far to walk 
to the station I cannot utilize this new transportation.  
There is no easy bus from my house to the station either.  
Also, my street does not have sidewalks and so it is not 
safe for the kids to walk down our street.  This concerns 
me, especially with my son getting ready to attend a 
school that would be walking distance from the house.  
1) 48th Ave S. between S. Graham and S. Orcas is a main 
walkway for children to get to Graham Hill Elementary 
and Aki Kurose Middle School; and  2) We are also the 
only through street without obstacles to/from I-5 and 
Seward Park and Hillman City.

gangs are pretty bad, violence is high and burglary is also 
high.

Lots of buildings need to go... there is a state of decay 
that would be nice to erradicate. The housing projects 
are overwhelming down here. Again, would like to see 
the rest of the city absord some of these facilities. I 
understand that the city wants to get people out of their 
cars, but for people who live in mount baker, seward 
park, lakewood, we want park and rides. Columbia city 
is becoming harder and harder to utilize. Too many 1 hr 
spaces and permit only spaces.

I don’t feel very safe at night when I am walking by 
myself, and I live pretty close to the Columbia City core 
and would like to feel secure there.

Transportation:Loathe the Metro, it’s the absolute worst 
I’ve experienced in Seattle to date. Very unreliable.  
Safety: I watch drug dealers and hookers do business 
in front of my house almost daily.  Police: Very little 
response from the police.

I would love to see Hillman City’s business district take 
on the wonderful air that Columbia City has.  More 
unique businesses moving in and really creating that flow 
of caring and extend it along Rainier Ave S.  I am also 
concerned about the crimes in the area including home 
invasion, burglaries, theft, etc.

We could use more street clearning, more maintenance 
of city owned property and more public safety from 
the Police Dept. Specifically, the hillside on Americus 
between 39th Ave S and 42nd Ave South is overgrown 
with the bushes coming out into the street, the gutter 
needs care.

Still high level of crime, break ins, car prowling. Lots of 
townhouses developments.

We need more retail in this area, especially general-
purpose clothing and houseware stores.  Hate the Ross 
Dress for Less store!!!

Particularly worried about the Rainier Valley homicides 
and burglaries.

Housing continues to be too expensive.  I’m really 
concerned about the crime rate in this area; especially 
gang-related violence.  We had several mid-day home 
invasions in our neighborhood this summer.

The new train is and has suffocated the businesses along 
MLK and have made if difficult to shop in that area.

Aside from the parks that exist near this area, there are 
very few opportunities for people to gather or meet in 
public places. These spaces are critical for community 
development and create opportunities for art & tourism.

The Billard/Mattress store complex on MLK and S. 
Hudson is crime ridden (and supposedly the Billard 
houses the local Vietnamese Mafia).

Yes, I love the light rail we just need a park and ride so 
neighborhood parking is not such the problem it is now.

Especially concerning along bus routes and with new link 
light rail station  Not much attention to neighborhood 
parks

Need better access bewteen different types of 
transportation.  Better connection between Station and 
business district and the Lake. More housing is needed 
near the station.

Densification of housing lowers the appeal of the 
neighborhood. Many of the new housing is bland and 
over crowded. Unfinished and stalled construction of 
Rainier Vista project make the neighborhood appear 
derelict and unappealing.

Our neighborhood has a tremendous amount of foot 
traffic between Rainier and MLK.  Even more now and 
in the future with Link running.  However, we have 
NO sidewalks or even trails to walk on safely to get to 
transportation options.

Safety continues to be a very serious issue.
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Though crime has improved, it is still worse in SE Seattle 
than other parts of the city.    Traffic on Rainier is horrible: 
speeding, reckless drivers; commuters racing to get to 
Renton and other suburbs to the South; trucks and so 
on. There are far too few traffic calming measures, stop 
lights, crosswalks, curb bulbs, and so on to make people 
slow down to a reasonable speed. It is very dangerous 
and extremely unpleasant. The heavy and fast traffic 
through Columbia City is the worst problem we face -- we 
need measures taken to reduce speeds and numbers of 
cars.

Lack of curbs means that cars travel too fast and 
endanger pedestrians.  We need to complete curbs 
in the urban village to accommodate and encourage 
pedestrians!

there are a lot of run down houses here still. there is 
a lot of crime - burglary, shootings, etc. i wish more 
restaurants would come - need thai and sushi. i wish the 
plasics plant would go and a retail area like redmond 
town centers would come. i wish col plaza would be 
redeveloped - and could include space for farmers 
market. i wish tire place on rainier would be developed 
into mixed use retail.

The building structures in SE Seattle do not fit in with the 
character of the community we’re trying to maintain.  It 
seems like there is a large push to build dense housing 
at a low cost.  Why can’t nicer structures with parking 
garages and wider sidewalks and plantings be built?  The 
police department is also stretched way too thin......they 
basically tell us they don’t have the resources to keep us 
safe or respond to non-priority calls.  The cities response 
to The Jungle is was also pathetic.  IT should be cleaned 
up and fixed.

I’ve lived near the playfields for 7+ years. The violent 
crime and drug dealing in the area are regular and I’d 
like to see more presence of police officers/community 
officers. Traffic thru Columbia City is either clogged or 
riddled with cars moving way too fast--not as pedestrian 
friendly as it could be, esp in a neighborhood that has 
the number of young children and elderly (slow-moving) 
adults. Need better safety for all.

Too many property crimes.

There are a lot of empty storefronts along Rainier, and 
I’m worried that will stall future investment in the area.    
The city seems to be concentrating new low income 
and transitional housing in the Rainier Valley, which is a 
further drag on the community’s efforts to build a vibrant 
neighborhood.  It feels like we’re barely keeping forward 
momentum, and can’t afford any additional downward 
pressure.

our bus service is under the knife!  And, it;s impossible to 
ride a bike on Rainier without playing “chicken” with the 
cars.  Rainier Ave. is a relatively flat, multi-access road - it 
would be a biker’s paradise if we could make it safer.

I would like the area to have greater density and less 
parking lots.    The intersection of Ranier and Genesee 
could make for a great neighborhood center- but the 
multiple large lots make it unrealistic and not a pleasant 
place to walk.

Too many break-ins to houses in the neighborhood.  
Street lighting is too dim.  I am very worried about what 
will happen to the Farmer’s Market once the apartment 
building goes in in that space.  The Farmer’s Market 
is such an important part of the community, and the 
greenspace that is adjacent to the market is ideal for 
gathering with friends and meeting new neighbors.

There is room for improvement on safety.   There are 
some older buildings that need a face lift or need to 
replace with a more presentable building.

I would not walk in my neighborhood at night.  There are 
a number of abandoned and dilapidated buildings along 
Rainier, however it has been nice to see new housing 
going in where some of those buidings were.

The safety of the neighborhood has taken a turn for 
the worse with recent gang related activity in the 
neighborhood and violent crimes against pedestrians.

Safety is still lacking though it has improved. I’d like to 
see the focus of improvements shift a bit from Columbia 
City core out to other neighborhoods covered by the plan 
such as Hillman City and Genesee, which in my opinion 
have been fairly neglected relative to CC.

more and more high density housing with less attention 
to traffic patterns and parking.  High rise condos don’t 
really jive with this neighborhood.
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disappointments noted about getting to and from light 
rail from neighborhoods as yet i dont hear of a plan to 
make it usefull for people that dont like right near it. we 
need small busses going east west to the line.

SE Seattle in general is absolutely a neglected part of the 
city in regards to safety.   We do not have the involvement 
with the police we should have. While crime on a city wide 
level is going down, it is not in SE Seattle & the city & the 
police try to hide these statistics.   The city as a whole 
ignores SE Seattle regularly and only has responded with 
GREAT citizen pressure.   Isolating this part of the city is 
detrimental to the city as a whole.

No safe bike routes along the Rainier corridor.   
Destruction of the neighborhood feeling by real estate 
speculators.  No improvement in drug or property crime 
rate.  High incidence of youth and gang crime.  No 
longterm plan to address youth delinquency and gang 
crime.

Outside of Columbia City’s business district, the retail and 
shopping experiences are very niche. Also, employment 
and jobs here are low-wage. We need industry and med-
large size businesses to be attracted to here. Finally, the 
public safety problem is huge. SE Seattle needs to stop 
being a dumping ground of social services and Section 8 
housing!@!!!!!

There is still a lot of drug dealing going on right down the 
street. The green space behind the Rainier Community 
Center still becomes a swamp in the winter months 
b/c the paths are uneven.  I also feel like the grasses in 
Genessee Meadow are being mowed further and further 
back each year.

Rainier Ave is still a dangerous place to be a pedestrian or 
driver -- too fast for a commercial district.

I hate how old and crappy a lot of the buildings are, 
people litter and dump trash around, not a lot of grocery 
stores within walking distance and almost no services 
along the light rail corridor, where can you get a cup of 
coffee or paper on your way to the rail?  I hate hearing 
gunshots at night when I am trying to fall asleep.  All the 
social services get dumped here in SE Seattle where no 
one cares about the people who live here every day.

Very few restaurants are open on Sunday nights.  Sketchy 
characters roaming the business district - I would not 
walk from Rainier to MLK along Alaska or Edmunds (or 
really any side street) at night by myself.

Gang activity

Bus system is still a relatively inconvenient way to travel.   
There is no connectivity for bikes to get to downtown 
from the neighborhood.  Rainier Ave is unsafe and 
unpleasant for bikes and pedestrians.  I would advocate 
for a mixed ped/bike trail along Rainier Ave between 
Genesee and I-90.  Create nice bus stations that connect 
to light rail, shelter people from the elements and create 
positive land-use changes

I’d like more business along MLK.

Too much crime.  I hear gunshots at night.  It doesn’t 
seem to be alot being done about the gang activity. It is a 
quality of life issue.  People getting mugged, strong arm 
robberies, etc.

Too much traffic on the main street (Rainier); unsafe 
pedestrian conditions; lousy bike routes. In other words, 
lack of a “complete street” through the business district.

Opposed Rainier Vista redevelopment -- not enough low-
income housing. Crime is up -- there have been break-ins 
and cars stolen on my street.

Bus routes could use some improvements: the 7, 34 and 
39 especially.    I have no comment yet on Link Light 
rail: it’s too new. Time will tell if it was worth all the 
investment.

We need much better bike routes to downtown for bike 
commuters, better south end schools, a lot more choice 
of schools and day care.  Also more housing choices 
including really nice courtyard housing and townhomes.  
And the business districts are growing but still not robust.

crime is up, way up in the neighborhood. Really wish 
Light Rail had neighborhood feeder buses like we asked 
for from the very first community meeting.

Something needs to be done to make the youth without 
means feel like they have a positive future worth 
pursuing.  Its ridiculous to not feel safe after dark because 
a bunch of teenagers are running around with guns.  Until 
then, many locals are not going to benefit from the train, 
and are going to be resentful.

business district landlords are not very discriminating 
about who they rent to.
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Wish they would add a “loop” bus route to bring riders 
to the light rail--picking people up from Hillman City and 
north and south of the stop.  Wish there would be more 
enforcement of speeding laws on residential streets.  
Wish we could get some speed bumps on 46th Ave. S. (I 
know, it’s outside the technical boundaries of Columbia 
City) to stop the people speeding down our street.

Safety - I read reports almost every day about burglaries 
or assaults in Columbia City. I feel frightened when I walk 
home from the bus or light rail.    Public Schools - One of 
the goals of the plan is to create a healthy community 
where people want to live and stay. A factor for me 
will be a quality school for my young child. Our schools 
constantly rate low and and we have a baby boom in our 
area.

Terrible pedestrian/car interactions around Ranier Ave. in 
Columbia City.  Would really like to see a revision to traffic 
signals at Rainer and Edmunds, Ferdinand and Hudson 
that would allow pedestrians a short walk signal before 
trafffic starts to move.  Also a 4 way stop at Genessee and 
42nd.

I’m dissatisfied with the safety of my neighborwood 
west of Cascadia Blvd to Rainier Ave. Even walking 
along Genesee to Walgreens at the corner of Genesee 
and Rainier feels scary to me because of the hoodlums 
hanging out on the corners doing drug deals.

There is nowhere to walk to to get groceries.  Safeway on 
rainier and charlestown is the closest and it is an unsafe 
walk after dark  and in general because there are few 
crosswalks and a lot of traffic.

Do not let zoning get even more out of hand. Do no let 
developers raze single family homes to build monstrous 
condos/townhomes. We don’t need more density in 
Columbia City.  I am also disappointed in the lack of bike 
lanes in Columbia City.

Some of the new buildings and developments look so 
cheap.  I wish they would be designed and built so that 
they looked like they are going to be there for awhile and 
contribute positively to the neighborhood.

A specific concern is pedestrian access to the light 
rail station.  I live on the west side of MLK, just on the 
edge of the planning area shown on the map, and our 
neighborhood’s access to the light rail station is via a 
hill climb at Ferdinand st. between 30th Ave S and 32nd 
Ave S.   In addition to needing functional hand rails 
and improved surfacing, this hill climb needs, more 
than anything else, better lighting.  There is a broken 
streetlamp at the top of the long stair leading down from 
30th ave that has not worked for a long time, and so the 
entire upper portion of the hill climb is in the dark after 
sunset.  If the city and Sound transit want residents within 
walking distance to use the light rail, improvements need 
to be made to this access, particularly before the fall, 
when rain and darknss will prevent anyone from using 
this.    My other concern is about the chip and seal work 
that was done last summer -- it was very shoddy work, 
and the roads are in worse condition now than before 
the “improvements” were done.  I wold love for someone 
from the city to walk my neighborhood and justify the 
expense of work that dminished the ability for bicycle and 
pedestrian travel thru the neighborhood.

Safety is still an enormous concern.  I will not take light 
rail because I am concerned about safety of walking 
home from the light rail station especially in the dark.  I 
am afraid to walk after dark in our neighborhood.

Light rail is louder than expected. It wakes me up when 
I’m sleeping, even though I live well away from it.    The 
new buildings, especially townhouses, seem designed 
for assault. There are some scary environments being 
built for people to rent/live in. Lots of vacant housing 
still, nice older single family houses. Really sad. Some 
of the parking lots are a bit scary in the evening, like the 
library/COl. City plaza lot. and Pho Hoa lot after hours. 
They seem to attract some unwanted attention.     Lots of 
historic housing has been lost, replaced with some TRULY 
UGLY stuff. I wish there were a little more control over 
this. The new housing is going to look pretty shabby in 
10-15 years.    Pedestrian and bike safety is a big problem. 
Lots of the peripheral neighborhoods don’t have good 
lighting and sidewalks. Walking to the bus/train or riding 
your bike is really challenging. And sometimes muddy & 
wet.

Hillman City area is in bad shape.  Very rundown.  
Dumping ground for low income and criminal persons.

Riding a bike on Rainier is not a safe option at any time. 
Traffic circles are dangerous due to confusion on who has 
right of way and how to use them.
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I am concerned about the ability of local transit to 
connect with the new light rail.   During my last few 
transit trips downtown, I choose to ride the bus rather 
than get stranded at the Columbia City light rail station.

We need a better community center in Columbia City. 
How about using the old Orca school building? The 
Ravenna Phinney Community center would be a great 
model to use.

Cutting bus service harms getting into/out of 
neighborhood  The density with no yards and UGLY 
housing is depressing

Way to many robberies and burglaries.

Wish there was a full-service grocery store in the 
Columbia City retail core.  Lots of prostitution and drug 
activity around 39th and Rainier and Rainier and Hudson 
and Hitts Hill park which don’t seem to attract much 
police attention.  Too high of a concentration of DSHS-
type facilities.

The blvd. despartly needs a bike lane or ban bikes 
from using it.  It is an accident waiting to happen with 
oncoming cars crosssing the center line to avoid bikes.  
I dislike very much how often the Blvd is closed to care 
traffic.  It is my street to get in and out of my home.  I 
don’t mind sharing but lets be more realistic as to how 
often you would like your own steet closed to you so 
everyone else can use it. Pick some other spots around 
the city to use that are under utilized.

Gang activity seems to be on the rise - don’t see boots on 
the street police presence

Slow response time with the Police Department.  Car 
prowls seem to be on the uprise particularly along 
Rainier/Hudson/Dawson

would like more businesses within walking distance that 
provide for essentials (grocery store, drug store, coffee 
shop); would also like the Cheasty greenspace developed 
into trails and a park

burglary is still a problem in the neighborhood; and 
recently some strong-armed robberies as well

Propery and violent crime seem to be creeping up again.  
For years, SE neighbors have been asking for MORE 
POLICE COVERAGE of the area. We need it!

Disappointed a light rail stop was not provided at MLK 
and Orcas.  The business district lacks what it needs to 
get people out and about walking and shopping (the 
businesses are not inviting nor are the buildings they are 
in).  Brighton Park is great but due to bad lighting and 
lack of use it tends to bring gangs, drug users and dealers, 
prostitution etc.  The Department of Liscensing does 
absolutely nothing for the neighborhood.   The building 
is an eyesore and there is no community involvement by 
this city building.

Prostitutes and drug dealers seem to feel comfortable 
working both at night and in daylight hours on Rainier 
just outside of main “business district” area

There have been a number of break-ins/home invasions in 
our neighborhood.  Our family’s house and close friends 
and neighbors have all been affected.  I feel like police 
response has been slow to these calls, even when their 
immediate attention could have caught some of these 
perpetrators.  I have also been baffled by the 6+ police 
vehicles in front of these scenes between an hour and 3 
hours after the crime...  Perhaps it is safer to detect than 
to actually catch these crooks red-handed?      With the 
increase of density and growing number of families in 
our neighborhood, and the doubling of housing prices/
property taxes, I am dumbfounded by the school closures 
in our area.  We live near Aki Kurose Middle School and 
I am not convinced that shoving more kids in already 
overcrowded, out of control situations is really a good 
thing for our kids or our community.

Constant bell ringing from trains makes living along the 
MLK corridor in Columbia City unattractive.  This should 
be key area for TOD in order to fill in empty lots and 
provide ridership for light rail.  However, noise pollution 
from bells is limiting this area’s potential use.  I have lived 
in other cities which have light rail running at grade--
Frankfurt, Dusseldorf, Amsterdam, Brussels.  In none of 
these cities do they ring bells at each intersection.  I don’t 
understand why Sound Transit feels that they need to.

There is a lack of sidewalks between Renton Ave S and 
42nd Ave S near S Orcas.  There is also a lot of trash/
litter in the neighborhood.  And there are a lot of shoes 
hanging from power/cable lines in this area.

Need more and better maintained sidewalks; need to do 
something productive with land now vacant along MLK 
after lightrail construction, need more parks and better 
maintained open space (get rid of ivy and clematis!)
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The only thing I’d say is that I’d prefer fewer townhomes. 
I’d like this neighborhood to remain unique and not 
start looking like Ballard. There are lots of new town 
homes that tend to make our diverse neighborhood look 
homogenous and we’re certainly NOT!

There are numerous home break-ins (including “casing” 
of homes) and violent crime occurring in Columbia City.

The arrogance in City Hall about what  “WE” need, and 
what greg thinks looks best; ie no parking areas around 
his lionel train.  The only thing that looks “GOOD”  are  
the many already dated looking condo developments.  
They will forever say 2001, even when the garish paint 
schemes have been replaced.

Because of recent muggings in our area and a near 
mugging that I experienced, I no longer feel safe walking 
alone in the neighborhood at any hour. I worry about 
burglary and car theft, because there has been a spike 
in these crimes on our street and people I know have 
been affected. I would not want to walk home from the 
light rail station at night. I am hoping the city will do 
something about this.

Design review seems to be lacking for new projects.  
There are some horrible multifamily projects going up.  I 
love the idea of density, but needs to be done with good 
design, esp. bordering on the historic district.

No link to the light rail,

Still dealing with theft, littering/dumping and prostitutes/
johns on our block.

I’d like to see momentum to date continue into the future.

Residential crime and street crime (esp. youth violence) 
significant problems, with major uptick in past nine 
months.

Traffic on Rainier Ave in the business district is way too 
fast.  I’m talking about the main business area between 
Ferdinand and Edmunds.  I have only been in the 
neighborhood for one year and I have seen two people hit 
by cars.  It should be a reduced speed zone.  There are a 
lot of people walking around.

The city continues to push what they think we need in 
SE Seattle rather than listening to the citizens.  Park and 
Rides, sidewalks, less subsidized housing, and other areas 
should be considered based on consistent feedback from 
the community.

the perceived notion that we must invest in roadways 
for cars to support business or whatever is backwards 
thinking at best. We need more emphasis and 
developement placed on bike ways, pedestrian paths, 
etc, not car roadways. Please, invest in bike paths and 
complete streets not car only roadways. cars take over 
the roadway despite sharrows and other signage or 
roadway painting, its not safe until we get separated bike 
paths.

Not many businesses seem to make it here. Too bad 
required parking lots and spaces are in front of the 
stores..better to have in back so as to invite pedestrians ( 
those are people who walk...) feel near to the store fronts 
and may come in.  This is not suburbia.

Many streets have no sidewalks or curbs so cars park 
where they please and it leads to dirty streets with trash, 
etc.

The ability to access our property and business with 
trucks has been reduced by the installation of traffic 
circles, and the light rail.    The light rail terminal is to far 
away from the core of Columbia City, and it is at grade. 
The Edmunds station should have been elevated to 
reduce interference with traffic. Also there are no foot 
traffic businesses surrounding the station. If some do 
grow up there they will detract from the Columbia city 
core. Additionally elevating would have given passengers 
a chance to see how far away the Columbia City business 
district is.     However I am supporting the installed 
rail system, as I believe it will assist in improving the 
economic situation in the Columbia City area.

The traffic continues to be too busy and aggressive 
along Rainier.  The zoning doesn’t always support the 
community’s goals.

The city doesn’t seem to enforce zoning/safety/planning 
for Rainer Ave business.  Some of the buildings are just 
gross.

I do not personally feel unsafe or have ever been 
personally challenged, other than having found a bullet in 
my roof. It’s more of a sense for me; I find the occasional 
gunshots in the distance disturbing.
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The crime rate is still a concern as is the lack of police 
presence/response time to non-life threatening calls.

The commute from the Seward park area is about to take 
longer, with the mandatory transfer to Light rail, but no 
increase in feeder line buses.

The new construction is boringly similar - townhomes, 
townhomes and more townhomes. The plans for larger 
developments inspire little hope - mixed use boxes that 
cannot fail to take away the “small town” feel of the 
neighborhood. For those of us that have to drive the 
traffic on MLK and Rainier has worsened since Light Rail 
was built and opened.

this survey is difficult to respond to because in my 
opinion, there are 3 distinct neighborhoods lumped into 
one.  Hillman City is in the condition Columbia City was 
in 20 years ago where commercial buildings were vacant, 
loitering/crime at the bus stops, iron bars on existing 
buildings.  I grew up in Rainier Valley and experienced the 
down turn in Columbia City in the eighties and nineties.

I live on Alaska and cars fly down the street all the time.  I 
have a small child and my driveway is right by the street 
so it is a bit scary as to what could possibly happen if 
a driver lost control, became distracted, etc.  Police 
should run radar on Alaska, near MLK, to let people know 
that the Police Department is aware of speeders and 
concerned about the safety of the community.

Want to see better feeder routes to the rail.  Concerned 
about large number of high density housing units 
planned.  Housing prices still highly inflated.  How about 
more truly affordable lower density housing? Courtyard 
clusters, etc. (Seems those are being torn down in favor 
of zero lot crammed in lux townhouses.)

Educating people to not litter and have respect for their 
neighborhood.  MLK got cleaned up a TON since we 
moved here now we need to cut down on litter and keep 
it looking nice.  This requires education and community 
involvement.

The light rail is much louder than expected. There are not 
enough sidewalks in our neighborhood. Well, we love our 
library but we need more parking there. It is always full!

In addition to my own personal experience with being 
a victim of an assault in the neighborhood, I have heard 
more people talking about others in the neighborhood 
being victims of crime.  It does seem like the frequency of 
crime has increased in the neighborhood

I still feel very unsafe many times during the day and 
night in this neighborhood.  There continues to be many 
gang related activities at all hours of the day.

I very upset abou the recent uptick in property crime in 
the neighborhood and even more upset by the lack of 
response to this trend by the SPD and Mayor’s Office.

We still lack amenities that other neighborhoods take for 
granted.  Businesses that are not here.  Our schools do 
not compare to other areas of the city.

still want bus to West seattle #50  want a crosswalk at 
39th and Rainier

I would like to have better shopping opportunities close 
to where I live - currently I spend much of my income in 
other towns that have more to offer.

Instead of repaving the streets with asphalt, the city uses 
some sort of low-grade gravel that compacts as people 
drive on it. It is a very inferior product that results in  bits 
of loose gravel all over. The city has yet to curb our streets 
also. We are also losing bus service due to light rail. 
The buses we are losing go to the U district, which light 
rail does not, so those of us taking the 48 are seeing a 
degradation of service.

We live nearer the lake and will either need to have 
parking near Light Rail or frequent circulating bus service.  
I think parking would be preferable.

South end crime has risen during the last year, and the 
conventional wisdom is that city government is not 
devoting attention to this.

The Genessee to 50th Ave. S. is being used as an alternate 
to Rainier, complete with semi trucks and speeding rush 
hour traffic ignoring the blinking lights.  Speed bumps 
and traffic circles could really help on the 50th / Wilson 
stretch.
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1.  Light Rail costs to the consumer...if this system is 
not accessible due to cost to everyone then it is a total 
failure.  Metro needs to allow people to get transfers.
Without easy ~ frequent links b/w rainer and MLK the 
light rail is inaccessible to many.   2. I do NOT want to 
lose the diversity I moved here in 1992 to have...and it is 
becoming lost minute by minute.  3.  I love that there is 
a citizen effort to rid Steward Park of the noxious weeds 
and I hate that there are more and more trails being 
made through the woods.  It is good that people feel safer 
being there than 20 years ago...

if not for my community i would feel very unsafe though. 
i hate the idea of moving, but i definitely consider it 
every time i get a blockwatch e.mail. i have been broken 
into more than once and mugged walking home from 
dinner at a nearby restaurant. i don’t walk alone at night 
anymore.

- while it’s much safer than ten years ago; there’s still 
work to be done by the citizens of Columbia City to make 
it safer

Affordability is the main issue.  I’m a homeowner in 
Rainier Vista where many units for sale were income 
restricted, but because the prices were artificially inflated, 
qualifying families (calculations were based on median 
area incomes) could still not afford to buy.  It was basically 
an unfortunate catch-22.

The bus system is a travesty! The city needs to have 
more buses serving SE Seattle given the high usership in 
the area. It often takes me an hour on the bus for what 
should be a 15 minute trip. There is simply not enough 
affordable housing in the area. Columbia City in particular 
is being gentrified to the extent that we are losing 
economic diversity. A vibrant and dynamic community 
needs all levels of diversity. The numbers in the status 
report reflect the 2000 census and since then, more poor 
people of color have left the neighborhood. Additionally, 
we do not have enough police officers in SE Seattle. Our 
neighborhood has a high incidence of burglaries and 
carprowls and while the police assigned to our area try to 
be helpful, they simply do not have the capacity to serve 
this area as thoroughly as needed

see opening response to problems

There are many buildings that are still eyesores on the 
Rainier and MLK corridors. For instance, the mattress 
store next to where Jones BBQ used to be located looks 
like a dumping ground for trash.  Litter is also an issue in 
the neighborhood. The largest issue however is crime.  
The gang war is getting out of hand and it seems like 
there is more crime than ever.

No

gangs are are growing problem and need to be dealt with. 
I feel that there are not enough large grocery stores in our 
area to cause competition. many of the new businesses 
are restaurants we do not have stores that keep us in 
the valley but have to leave to buy the things we need, 
Loewes causes unfair competition to anyone wanting 
to open a hardware store. there is to much low income 
housing planned in my area low cost housing needs to be 
spread all through the city.  Rainier avenue is pretty dirty

Public safety is an issue in our area and needs to be 
addressed.  People need to 1) feel safe in their homes and 
2) trust the police to respond to emergencies and address 
criminal activity in the neighborhood.  The police officers 
I’ve talked to all seem very capable, but extremely under 
staffed and are working with resources stretched very 
thin.

There should be a “feeder” bus from CC to Light rail to 
make light rail part  of a transportation SYSTEM.

We still hear gunfire on a regular basis (although that’s 
gotten better in the last decade).  The worst thing about 
our neighborhood is the state of our public schools.  We 
don’t have any children, but we do worry about our 
friends’ and neighbors’ children not getting the quality 
education they would if they lived in the north end.

We need more police, more youth activities and gang 
prevention.

I wish we had a really fabulous play area for kids - like the 
“Starbucks” park on Martin Luther King.  There is nothing 
really great in walking distance for kids to play on and 
we regularly get in our car and drive to the park on MLK.  
Also, some property owners do not take care of the strip 
of land between the curb and the sidewalk and it can 
make walking difficult.  It also makes the neighborhood 
look bad.  A lot of it made be the fault of landlords, not 
the people who live there, but there needs to be more 
responsibility.
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I commute on Sound Transit almost daily. However, there 
is no easy way for me to get from the LINK station to 
my neighborhood.  Walking? There aren’t any sidewalks!  
Please consider sidewalks and other feeder routes.

I don’t feel safe in my neighborhood, we hear gunshots, 
find shell casings in the street, see drug deals going on 
outside our window

New townhomes are not attractive, no room for off street 
parking and no character to design.

I am concerned about the 6-story height limit around the 
Columbia City Historic District. I think 4-stories would be 
much more appropriate, and would improve the density 
while maintaining character & scale. I am also concerned 
about the development of “6-pack” townhouses, 
particularly at the expense of single family fabric. Live-
work seems a viable parti for this area.

No parking to use light rail

Public safety is still a problem  Not enough parking, traffic 
on Rainier is too fast.  LINK is not of any value and makes 
east-west travel much more difficult.  Too many new 
houses and apartments/condos.

the amount of burglaries in our neighborhood is 
appauling.  something must be done about it, it feels 
lawless here.  the criminals should not be allowed to win.  
take a stand like what is being done in the CD!  I have also 
new structures to be a bit ugly, lacking charm.

The metro service, as much as I want to love it, is 
dangerous.  Would you ride the #7 after dark?   The 
boarded up Columbia School is going to become a real 
hazard to continued safety and development.

The above ground light rail is a hazard to the 
neighborhood.  No parking has been provided with no 
park and rides.  Two hour limits have been installed 
everwhere.  the neighborhood is large and the feeling 
of safety only existing along Rainier Ave. S.  Solutions: 
provide a park and ride, create a safer neighborhood with 
comercial districts that connect Rainier Ave. S. to Martin 
Luther King Jr. Way S.

The parks are nice, but they are not monitored 
adequately, and are used far too late into the night.  We 
live right on a park, and despite the fact that it is unlit, 
there are people (loudly) loitering often until past 11PM.

The amount of crime and loitering around businesses.  
Especially around MLK and Rainier at the car wash, the 
corner of 23rd and Union and in front of the post office 
on 23rd. I also believe a lot of minor crime is overlooked 
around here compared to other neighborhoods in this 
city.

Parking related to light rail is a problem.

graffiti

there should be some way that people are not forced out 
of their houses that they’ve lived in a long time, due to 
rising property taxes, that, through no fault of their own, 
they cannot afford

We still hear gun fire, but definitely less often than 
when we first moved to the neighborhood.  The biggest 
drawback to our neighborhood is the state of our 
local schools.  We don’t have children, but worry that 
our friends’ and neighbors’ kids don’t have the same 
advantages and opportunities as the kids that attend 
wealthy PTA-funded public schools in the north end.  It’s 
a shame.

Parks are amazing but we don;t get the care that other 
areas of the city get - for example are paths around 
genessee park (from the commmunity center to soccer 
fields to lake washington) are covered in water much of 
the time.  Also the paths cross busy streets and the signs 
are not adequate and there often are no established 
cross-walks.    Safety is big issue in this neighborhood.  
Drugs are being dealt daily out of the back parking lot of 
the Rainer Community Center. There are are many homes 
broken into.    Schools are not reflective of the diverse 
make-up of the neighborhood and are doing poorly on 
test scores and overall academic achievement.  I know 
many young parents (including us) who will likely leave 
the neighborhood when our kids reach school age due to 
poor school options (at all levels - though middle and high 
school are the worst).
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Who pays the taxes to support schools if only social 
services agencies are greenlighted?  How are kids to 
find employment if developersare frustrated (such as 
the Goodwill project) while social services agencies get 
expedited approvals to dump all on the south-end?  This 
has a ripple effect on schools, crime, poverty and all 
these other issues that flow from the fundamental flaw 
in allowing one area of the city to become the dumping 
ground for non-profits who pay no taxes and as a result 
can often outbid locals who are interested in developing 
their neighborhoods.

We have seen more and more crime. I now have several 
neighbors on my street, 51st Ave. S that have been 
broken into and robbed. I feel unsafe.

There needs to be space provided for folks to park or 
bus access for folks in nearby neighborhoods to utilize 
the sound transit easily. Rainier Ave feels very busy and 
dangerous; slowing cars down and putting in trees in 
the middle of the street would be a lovely benefit to the 
community. Currently we do not use the business district 
because we do not feel safe as a result of Rainier ave 
traffic.

Appearance and condition of streets and many buildings 
in the area is poor.

High density living (high rise condo plans)  Some aspects 
of safety are better (no gunshots in my neighborhood 
anymore) but car prowls, home break ins and muggings 
are worse than ever.    Also the light rail is great but need 
better integrated service with buses and well-lit safe 
walking routes.  I only live a 15 minute walk from the 
light rail station but would not walk that at night as there 
have been muggings along the 43 and 48 bus routes in 
broad daylight.  If people are going to use the light rail as 
a major form of transportation we need to make it safe 
and accessible.   Housing - traffic along Rainier is already 
horrible and will only get worse as high rise condos are 
built.

I wish there was more regulation around this micro 
townhome communities.  They completely change the 
feel of the neighborhood and are designed to maximize 
units on a very small space.

Safety in all areas are a concern - especially having young 
children.  The parks in our neighborhood do not always 
feel safe - We have seen drug deals taking place during 
the daytime - this has been a regular occurrence.

The Link Light Rail is great, but unless you live within 
4-6 blocks there is no buses connecting the rest of the 
neighborhood with the light rail stations making it 
difficult to access. I would love to ride it to work and back 
but I live 12-15 blocks away and it anything except warm 
sunny weather it’s very incovenient to use.

There are many buildings that look like they are falling 
down.  And, we barely have side walks.

This is an addendum to my previous questionnaire.  When 
the plan was adopted, I think we had NO idea what the 
proposed housing densities would look like.  I’m sure I 
didn’t.  The area had been so depressed we were thinking, 
sure, more people, that would be great.  But now that 
it’s started to fill in, it’s already too crowded (in terms 
of traffic, parking) and the major developments haven’t 
even broken ground yet.
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Again, we need better measures put in to calm 
traffic through the neighborhood, especially on 
Rainier. 
And more bike lanes -- weren’t we promised bike 
lanes as part of light rail?

I’d like to qualify this by expressing how 
impressed I am with the local business 
association and it’s leaders for their efforts in 
achieving the vision and key strategies.

More focus on the Rainier corridor. More focus on 
enhancing parks and green spaces.

The vision remains relevant but the strategies 
should be updates to address changes to 
community

Crime is the issue that needs the most 
improvement.

Very well in Columbia City; less well in Hillman 
and Genesee.

Rainier Ave is a highway where people travel 
40+ mph all the time - smart planners and city 
leaders would not build a highway through a 
neighborhood and/or historic downtown district 
today would they? No. But one currently exists in 
Rainier Valley. THe Rainier corridor has not been 
enahanced or I haven’t seen much enhancing 
since we’ve moved into the neighborhood. 
Rainier is ugly, litter infested, dirty, dangerous for 
cars, cyclists and peds, and it impedes business 
because it is not walkable. rainier ave is a 
complete failure.

parks, and library services

Some are doing very well -- when you consider 
we said that a strategy was development of 
Boys and Girls Club, Rainier Vista and light rail.  
Not aiming high given those were in the works 
and all heavily public dollars.  Private sector 
improvements in housing stock are wonderful 
for neighborhood but were not identified as a 
specific strategy.  But will Rainier Vista be all it 
can be, beyond development and into forming 
a neighborhood? What about east side now that 
so little public dollars are going to this sort of 
development?

Not at all -- no inplementation has occurred in Hillman City; all 
has been completed in Columbia City.

When everything is focused around a 4 block area, its easy to 
achieve the goals.  Living in Hillman City area though, I feel like 
we always get the short end of the stick.  For example, why 
should Columbia City get their decent sidewalks replaced before 
the crappy ones in Hillman City get upgraded?  How do you 
expect the businesses and residents to feel part of the plan when 
they’re always 2nd fiddle?

The rainier corridor is junky.  There needs to be standards on 
businesses picking up their trash, dealing with grafitti right away.  
The place looks like a mismatch of ghetto housing.  Cars speed 
thru Rainier Avenue and the neighborhoods.  This place is getting 
dumpy, unsafe and I will move to north Seattle if it does not get 
better.

“”Small Town”” feel does not include building ugly 3-story 
townhomes across the street from 1 story single family homes.

As noted previously, I’m not seeing the love in Hillman City area.  
Columbia City is doing fine now, thank you.  Time to spread the 
goodies to areas (within the plan) that need ‘em.

Columbia City seems to be improving by leaps and bounds, but a 
few blocks south in Hillman City we are not really seeing change.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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The neighborhood plan vision and strategy tends to 
be more focused on Columbia City than Hillman City.  
Nothing happens south of Hudson.

Transportation has been a big focus down here, but public 
safety should really be the focus.  Businesses can’t grow 
and thrive in an environment where people are afraid.

There still needs to be a focus on community safety and 
youth violence prevention.

Need more focus on safety from/exposure to crime and 
pedestrian safety.

Housing and diversity are naturally suffering with the 
popularity of the neighborhood.  The best thing I can see 
for this is to increase the available stock of rental units, 
focusing on smaller square footage units that will tend 
to have a lower market value.  I am very much in favor of 
increased population density in my neighborhood, and 
am believe that is the path to diversity.

I found the Neighborhood Plan to be more of a mission 
statement combined with statistical data concerning 
current conditions--in other words, to be vague 
concerning an actual vision for the neighborhood.

My gripe is that the new light rail is not very helpful to 
me.  With two small kids, our house is too far to walk 
to the train, and my kids don’t bike yet.  We’d have to 
take two busses to get to a train station, which seems 
too much.  I want to do the right thing and use public 
transportation, but you have to make it reasonably easy 
for me.  I wish you’d have put in park and ride spots so 
that we can drive the short distance to a light rail station, 
and then use the train from there.

I don’t know much about the specific goals of the Plan.

Columbia City is a very pedestrian friendly place, but 
it is the only business district along Rainier that has 
achieved that.  Also, there needs to be a better bike path 
to travel north/south through the Rainier Valley.  I like the 
increased housing density that I’m seeing.

I am unsure if I am commenting on the right thing but...
the rainier corridor is still unattractive and has zero to 
offer.  once you leave the columbia city area and get into 
hillman city it is full of closed boarded up business ad it 
gets worse the farther south you go.  betweeen C.City 
and rento there is virtually nothing to bring in visitors, 
consumers or tourists.

MLK has come a long way, but it’s still pretty trashy in 
places. It could either continue to improve or it could 
become like Oakland, CA: i.e., a place the BART runs 
through on its way to somewhere better and safer.

Columbia City has become a great success over the last 
12 years I’ve lived in the ‘hood. It’s too bad that the Light 
Rail couldn’t have been routed down Rainier Ave S., right 
through Columbia City. Now THAT would have made 
sense.

I was honestly suprised to see “”attractive”” as one of the 
key goals. I like it; I just don’t see much action there.

Increased appropriate-scale development and business 
activity in Columbia City makes everyone happy.

Worry about the gentrification and loss of diversity

Columbia City has continued to evolve in a good way 
dispite misguided, outside-the-neighborhood visions by 
city officials.  In other words, if the city officials who made 
the plan, actually lived in this neighborhood, their plans 
and goals would have been more practical, more realistic, 
and better quality for the residents of Columbia City.

transportation needs improvement

Even though there is a plan, there are not a lot of specifics 
as far as density is concerned.  It’s hard to understand 
exactly what the goals are around this.  There is a lot of 
“”infilling”” in the nieghborhood--and larger construction 
projects along Rainier and MLK, but what exactly is the 
goal as far as handling traffic (which has increased) and 
parking (which is getting worse) and making it easier 
to use light rail?  The station is great--but the hill east 
of Rainier is long and steep.  I don’t live that far off of 
Rainier, but it takes a while to walk to the station.  It’s 
great on those nice days, but the really hot days, and the 
cold wet ones, are less likely to make for a nice walk.  It 
would be great, when the bus service is cut back (routes 
7, 7 express, 39 and 34 express), if a loop route, similar to 
the one in West Seattle, could be started so that those 
who live a mile or more from the light rail station could 
ride a bus to and from the station.

Very well in Columbia City, but almost non existant in 
Hillman City and Genessee.

Light rail is great, but it won’t be utilized well if people 
can’t drive/park at the stations
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The Mayor and City Council have repeatedly ignored 
the CC/HC/G Neighborhood Plan and voted against key 
plan elements such as more parking for the business 
district, less social services, and more parking for new 
construction.   The Southeast Action Agenda, including 
CRA & HIA were forced upon the community and not part 
of our Neighborhood Plan.   
The greatest successes of the CC/HC/G planning area are 
from private-sector development, including new mom 
& pop businesses, proposed new market-rate housing 
for the workforce, and the trend to fix up and restore the 
older housing stock.

I wonder if there are enough transportation options 
available to bring potential riders who live further from 
the stations to the train. In other cities, I have seen small 
feeder buses used for this purpose. I also think that 
people should fell safe in the ares around the station and 
they don’t.

I see impovements being made in onwership and trash 
pickup

Improvements for pedestrians on Rainier between 
Edmunds and Hudson have been positive.  I still don’t 
feel entirely safe in this area.  In the 20+ years I have lived 
in Seattle, I’ve had the only personal crime experiences 
(multiple) here in Columbia City in the past two years.  So, 
I don’t feel like the safety aspects of the plan are being 
particularly well addressed.

The Rainier Corridor is a mixed success. It’s doing nicely 
enough in Columbia City but not in Hillman and Genesee. 
I have not ever wanted to shop in those latter two areas.

It’s hard to generalize when areas such as Columbia City 
and Hillman and Genesee are so markedly different in 
terms of success and work that still needs to be done.

I have not been here long enough but from what people 
tell me there are many new businesses in Columbia City 
and most of the people I talk to enjoy coming down for 
dinner and other activities.

Parts of the plan seem to work at cross purposes. 
We have lost a lot of historic families and nice older 
structures due to the real-estate bubble, and the push to 
develop in the area. Density is okay, but we are losing the 
fabric of the community.

The neglect the city has for SE Seattle is tangible.

Since I haven’t lived here long, I don’t know what 
Columbia City was like before.  It does seem like Columbia 
City is an ‘urban village’ and does seem to be thriving.  It 
is interesting to me that the “”Urban Village”” boundary 
designated on the plan map seems pretty consistent with 
what has happened in the area... the development on 
Rainier just sort of peters out at about that same physical 
location.

I think more work needs to be done to make the whole 
Rainier Ave and MLK streets more attractive and inviting 
to businesses and customers.  There still is a lot of 
clean up that needs to take place.  The more we attract 
interesting businesses to the area, the more people will 
want to visit and shop and take advantage of what the 
area has to offer.

Integration of the transportation system is still in the 
beginning stages, but the intention seems consistent with 
the NP vision.  Public safety is an ongoing concern.

The neighborhood strategies continue to get ignored 
or manipulated.  Take the vision of healthy streets and 
the strategy of enhanced and connected Rainier Avenue 
Corridor......statistics show, and the city is aware, that the 
Rainier Corridor continues to be one of the top 3 most 
dangerous streets in Seattle.  Light Rail has made it worse 
by forcing traffic off of MLK and directing it to Rainier 
Avenue as the trains disrupt the flow patterns.

*a great urban village feel although the non-access for 
non-bike riders to light rail seems oddly planned. 
*community meetings, opportunities for involvement are 
great

Please consider our requests for sidewalks to make 
our community more healthy.   I don’t think sidewalks 
are an outrageous request.  We pay just as much 
taxes as everyone else. Why can’t we have the same 
infrastructure?

I don’t feel like I know enough about the plan.  The vision 
laid out in the online document is very broad and does 
not get specific enough for me.  I missed the planning 
meeting due to work requirements.  I would like to see 
the plan mailed out to residents, so they are more aware 
of what is happening.  The only reason I knew about the 
plan at all was b/c a neighborhood women emailed me a 
link.
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I think this is becoming a pedestrian friendly 
neighborhood, would like to see more condos and shops

Great progress with community centers - rainier vista 
boys & girls club, library, etc... Got that light rail in. The 
streets look better and have better lighting. Much more 
business in the area and tons of people out and about 
every day and night. A HUGE change from 10 years ago!

I read the plan and obviously can see the change with 
sound transit. I just wonder how the business district is 
improving for the community.

Again, I’m concerned about where the Farmer’s Market 
will go and how that will change interactions among 
community members.

I don’t really think the Plan is being followed through.  
We’re stil lwaiting on a kids playground at Seward park 
and there aren’t many places for kids to play, besides the 
field behind the Library.

Well, the composition of the neighborhood has changed 
and the plan needs to be updated to account for global 
warming, light rail, and the current economic landscape.

The goal should be to accommodate many more people 
in Columbia City.  There is plenty of land around MLK and 
the light rail station.  The former industrial space and old 
retail strips along Rainier should be redeveloped into high 
density, pedestrian-oriented development.

Not achieving continuity of usage of MLK as before the 
light rail.  Driving along it is fine - better than before - 
but getting across is very challenging.  So the current 
structure of the timing of the lights is cutting the 
neighborhood in half, along MLK.

Transportation is inadequate, especially during snow and 
roads are poorly maintained.

From what I read, it appears we’re on track with the Col 
CIty part of the plan. I’m less convinced of the efforts 
directed at the Rainier and MLK corridors and while I’m 
aware of the mixed-income housing, I’m not sure of what 
efforts have been made to ensure that non-native English 
speaking households are engaged and protected.

Strategies do not appear to be clearly articulated, so 
difficult to measure how they are being achieved.

The vision is good and many of the strategies help 
support that vision.

When it comes to CC they are being well implemented I 
think, but Hillman City and Genesee are being neglected.

Light Rail and “”healthy”” neighborhood plan overlooks 
needs of elderly and disabled.  to encourage walking 
there are no park-and-ride facilities for light rail making it 
inaccessible for those who can’t walk well or at all.

Our neighborhood always seems to have trash on the side 
of the road.  We do not have sidewalks on our street so 
it is not safe for pedestrians. Transportation connection 
is not there yet, we cannot get to the light rail station by 
bus or car (no parking).  Also, the appearance of MLK is 
still not good.  1) 48th Ave S. between S. Graham and S. 
Orcas is a main walkway for children to get to Graham Hill 
Elementary and Aki Kurose Middle School; and 
2) We are also the only through street without obstacles 
to/from I-5 and Seward Park and Hillman City.

Safety continues to be a big issue.  Number of guns being 
used in crimes seems to have increased.  The number of 
home breakins in my area are rediculously high.  We need 
a portion of the police force patrolling our neighborhood 
on foot or motorcycles, not hanging out in their vehicles.

Local activism and interest and City resources have 
made significant advances towards the vision as stated 
in the plan, however, livability for families still needs to 
be addressed, particularly the need for pocket parks and 
year-round access to healthy foods/produce. New and 
improved bicycle/pedestrian facilities would also improve 
the livability of the neighborhood. 
The retention of affordable housing has been a major 
issue in retaining the culture and character of the 
neighborhood - the big question is how to allow existing/
historic residents to benefit from improvements when a 
majority are renters of lower income.

Need more for the teens, in the area and it was promised 
and never delivered.

If the area is not safe, I don’t know how gains can really 
be made (i.e., pedestrian friendly...)

Things like the farmers market are cool, seems like there 
is a lot of community involvement and people who really 
care about this neighborhood.
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Love Columbia City and the light rail.  Need bus links to 
the light rail.  Need to make area safer and really deal 
with the thugs.

The light rail has obviously gone in. I haven’t ridden it 
yet, so I can’t say how well it’s doing. It does seem like 
the lack of parking around the stations is a pretty serious 
limitation. I’d have to take two buses to get to the station, 
one of which stops running at 6 PM on Saturdays and only 
comes every half-hour. That’s pretty inconvenient.

I see construction happening and that is good, but an 
effort should be made to clean up the neighborhoods 
here starting with paved roads and sidewalks and access 
to more public trash cans.  Shoes should also be cut down 
from power/cable lines before the signal is sent that we 
are alone here.

The document you provided as the neighborhood plan 
reflected only what the statis of the neighborhood is. It 
contained nothing about goals, needs or desires of the 
community.

dont know enough about it

There appears to be no plan in place for the Mt Baker 
community and we should have one as well.

The Columbia City/Hillman City/Genessee vision/
strategies sound great, but they ring hollow when you 
take a walk around the neighborhood and look at what 
has been achieved in the last ten years. The vision needs 
to be fine tuned to address specific concerns related to 
pedestrian safety, crime and economic development.

I have no idea what the neighborhood was like, but it 
looks like everything is improving according to plan.

It sems as more new building is done the more .affordable 
housing gets ignored.

The Urban Village part seems to be doing well.  The 
neighborhood Plan Area needs some work in the area’s 
that don’t include the Urban Village

Light rail has actually happened 
Better mixed use business 
But safety is an issue - the community police force used 
to be very helpful but now is underfunded.   
Also high rise condos don’t fit the “”community”” focus.

Safety is still an issue - lots of high school kids breaking 
into houses and stealing laptops, lawnmowers, etc, 
during the summer crime still an issue.

Commercial development, access to local businesses is 
very good. Transportation is good.

I fear that the neighborhood will no longer be a small 
community but a bunch of giant corporations taking 
over. It would kill the landmark district feel of the 
neighborhood. This is just speculation though.

see previous concern about development and zoning

“”Stabilize and enhance the Columbia City area as a 
safe and clean neighborhood in which to live, work, and 
recreate. “”   
Columbia City itself feels very safe but when you get out 
of the downtown core you see more crime.

safety and infrastructure -- have improved somewhat 
in the time I have lived here, but improvements are 
inconsistent and short lived.  the city often seems to feel 
that sustained attention to our neighborhoods problems 
is not warranted, and instead opts for the short-term fix 
far too often

Again, writing on behalf of the 3 neighborhoods, the plan 
or Columbia City, whether that was the city’s part or not, 
user friendly sidewalks and pull out curbs at the sidewalks 
have increased the ability for cars to park in town and 
pedestrians to feel safe crossing the streets.  Hillman City 
and Genesee Street are in need of sidewalk pull outs to 
encourage safety in crossing the streets, sidewalks need 
cleaning up, businesses that are vacant need guidelines 
to keep clean as it affects neighboring businesses when a 
restaurant such as the Top Spot, closed now for 25 years, 
is a haven for graffitti and rats.  Buildings such as this 
vacant building on Rainier and Genesee, gives the area a 
ghetto look you won’t find anywhere else in the city.

The area continues to be a richly diverse community 
and some goals have been achieved. So much of the 
plan centers on CCity’s light rail station being situation 
elsewhere, citing specific zoning changes, that it feels 
very outdated. As mentioned before, the non-Columbia 
City portions of the plan have suffered.
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The community has certainly become cleaner and more 
vibrant.  However, there are still quite a few old and 
deserted buildings.  These are particularly noticeable as 
one rides the Link.  The community as a whole is diverse, 
but many pockets are dominated by a single or a few 
ethnic groups.

Very pleased with transportation improvements and the 
light rail.  Concerned about parking issues on the East 
side of Rainier Ave. where parking can be difficult and no 
restrictions are in place.  This parking difficulty will only 
increase with increases in density.

There is still revitization work to be done along the 
Rainier and MLK corridors between Ferdinand and 
Graham and along Rainier from Genesee to the Rainier 
and MLK junction.  It’s kind of a no-mans-land in those 
places.
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The biggest new priority is, I think, to really grow the 
urban village centered around the historic district 
outwards, to encompass a wider area with lots of good 
new development, and to connect much more strongly 
with Hilman City to the South and Mount Baker to the 
North.

Mlk corridor has perhaps been accomplished, the rainier-
vista--columbiacity connection may need to take second 
place to a reconsideration of the connecting streets 
between rainier vista & columbia station and the retail 
core & the station.

the train has been given priority which is great and i am 
glad we have it but rainier valley needs lots of support 
from the city. i don’t feel the small town feel in my 
neighborhood because we have 300+ cars traveling 
through our neighborhood to get to Rainier or MLK.

I think next plan needs to be visionary and deal 
with quality of life issues:  gentrification, schools, 
environmental health and living wage jobs.  Current plan 
is more opportunistic than visionary. 
Smart growth has been the byline of past planning.  
What about smart shrinkage?  Some parts of community 
need to be rehabbed down.  We have some ghastly 
developments -- including SEED’s development on 
Rainier.  Density at what cost to human quality of life.  
Poor people shouldn’t have to live in stuff like that 
anymore!!

Many, yes, are still priorities.

Like I said, I’d love to see some focus further south along 
Rainier Ave towards Hillman City.

It is not vibrant.  It is sad since the businesses are 
moving out.  The businesses that are going in have 
terrible signage. We lack police, and the city to enforce 
businesses to prevent or remove grafitti.  Require anti 
graffiti signs - I think 3M makes a product for this.

Many of the goals of the previous NP have been achieved. 
There has been a real renaissance down here! We could 
still use help integrating with the Light Rail and bolstering 
crime prevention efforts

i think there needs to be more emphasis on safety - block 
watches, increase police patrols, gang unit participation, 
youth outreach, educational outreach, parenting 
outreach, more services for disabled/immigrants/poor

The addition of light rail is great, but existing bus service 
shouldn’t be cut to neighborhoods like Seward Park (ie 
#39 bus that goes straight downtown with no transfers 
- who wants to stand in the rain for a transfer?!) The 
growth of the Rainier Ave S. corridor is great. A bigger 
emphasis on public safety should be focused on.

We’re pleased with the enhanced sense of community 
provided by the improved business district but again, 
more needs to be done to combat crime and ensure 
pedestrian safety.

I think Rainier should be put on a street diet.  Reduce 
it from four lanes to two lanes south of its intersection 
with MLK, and encourage vehicle traffic to use MLK.  
That would allow the business districts along Rainier to 
become pedestrian-friendly, and we could add bike lanes 
to Rainier.

The broad strategies sound good.

I would add public schools improvement as a high priority 
due to the large number of families in the neighborhood.

too much condos will create massive congestion and 
make it unlivable unless the transport issues gets worked 
out- people will still need to use cars.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.
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Striving for better quality of life has always been a 
priority.  The biggest elephant in the neighborhood 
at present is the new light rail system and the lack of 
parking for customers of light rail.

I think time will tell.  Now that light rail is finished on 
MLK we need time to see how things will evolve after the 
economy picks up again.

It’s hard to know which priorities have changed and 
which plan priorities remain important to residents.  The 
community’s opinions have not been solicited by the 
city.  There has been zero outreach.  The community, 
for the most part, doesn’t know or understand the 
Neighborhood Plan.  The city dropped the ball when 
Jim Diers was fired.  The plans have not had the sincere 
support of the city since shortly after adoption in 2001.  
This is most true in southeast Seattle where the Mayor’s 
Southeast Action Agenda was imposed on the Rainier 
Valley over the vigorous objections of community 
leaders.  To solve this problem the city took control of 
the Southeast District Council (SEDC) by installing two 
dozen non-profit agencies to replace real residents.  Voila!  
Objections to the city agenda vanished.

With the set up of the Business Improvement Association 
we have someone to help keep the area clean. While the 
Columbia City Business Association helps the owners 
understand the business plan, and the importance of 
sticking with it.

There are a lot of folks interested in creating a more 
environmentally sustainable neighborhood yet this 
is not reflected in any of the priorities. I would like to 
see priorities changed to reflect this issue. The use of 
sustainability indicators would be of great value (such as 
those created by Sustainable Seattle).

Attracting new market rate homeowners seems a 
little out of touch, I don’t think it is a priority. Retaining 
affordable housing for those who already live here is 
more important. Also, integrating transportation systems 
is a bit of a joke. All I have seen since moving down here 
is the degredation of transit services to the places I 
need to go. (Try getting to UW from here...I spent a very 
frustrating 2 years dealing with transit to finish a degree. 
Or...try getting to Harborview for treatment or work. 
Huge numbers of First Hill health industry workers live 
down here...and getting from home to a shift on time 
early in the morning or getting off shift safely after dark 
is very difficult. The transit system doesn’t work well for 
these folks.)

We are a changing community but we are not a city unto 
ourselves.  We need positive constructive involvement 
from the city.

I think they are... they all still seem relevant, even 
though it appears that progress has been made since the 
previous plan.  I can’t think of other plans/visions that 
should be addressed.

There will be a continued need to focus on connecting 
Columbia City to light rail and vice versa. This is great for 
businesses/restaurants, but improving pedestrian access 
will be critical as well.

I would love our neighborhood to be “”attractive”” and 
“”safe””

The vision statements continue to articulate what I would 
consider community priorities.

I think more priority needs to be placed on feeder routes 
connecting our neighborhoods to LINK.  I’ve been riding 
LINK for the 4 weeks since it opened and ridership seems 
very limited. Help us help the traffic congestion!

Is what a priority? 
If I think developing Co City into a robust neighborhood 
center is a priority- then yes.

The priorities are still on target AND I would also add 
more police - for increased safety and greater ability to 
catch suspects and improve schools in SE Seattle.
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Dealing with traffic on Rainier ave. Creating better public 
access for bordering neighborhoods to use sound transit.

I think that we should speak to the school situation . It is 
important to keep our schools stable and focus on quality 
of education that we offer in this neighborhood.  We have 
a large number of young families in the Columbia City 
area.  These young families expect a high standard of 
schools in order to stay here to raise their children. This 
will add stability and economic growth to the area.

there’s so much work that needs to be done.  I want to 
feel safe in my neighborhood and it seems like the Plan 
would have implemented some changes to make that 
happen, but crimes and safety are my main top priority.

We need to acknowledge the relationship between land 
use, livability, affordability and climate stabilization. We 
need to integrate bike/ped, bus and rail transit keeping 
all these things in mind.  We need more neighbors, 
and planning process that focuses on the needs of our 
children and grandchildren, not just the people who show 
up to meetings.

We need to accommodate more of the region’s 
newcomers in our wonderful urban village.  We need 
infrastructure to make this possible.  This includes street 
curbs to slow traffic, more housing stock within walking 
distance of light rail, etc.

Anything that can be done to reduce property crimes and 
make it safer to walk around after dark.

I think the safety/crime reduction issue is huge and 
the strategy is not clear to me. Also, I think that the 
neighborhood’s interaction with its schools and the 
ongoing issues with the district over school closures is 
substantive to many residents of the hood.

The vision still works, but not all the strategies.  I think 
the strategies need an updating.

nothing about schools in the plan. we need better 
schools; 25% of the population is school age children!

Againk, I’d like to see the plan change to reflect a priority 
on more outlying areas rather than just on the core.

City needs to focus on affordable housing for all as this 
area gentrifies.  while survey claims average home value 
is under 200,000, even 1 bedroom condos are being 
sold for 250,000+  data is simply not accurate.  focus on 
accessibility as part of diversity

Priorities have not changed - the vision laid out is still 
relevant

I don’t really think there is truly a commitment to 
affordable housing. 
The renovated apartments turned condo are affordable, if 
you qualify for a home loan. Not everyone fits that mold. 
I recently saw a 900 sq ft apartment rental going for 1400 
bucks a month, how is that affordable?? 
The housing that is affordable is geared toward couples 
and families. 
the apartments here are not safe, filthy and skeevy

I would like to see this neighborhood maintained better 
and eventually turn into a lively and vibrant area like 
Ballard and Wallingford.  This area is ready for that and 
can be achieved with some effort from the city.

see above

I really wonder about the wisdom of making Rainier 
Avenue this pedestrian friendly avenue that is also a 
speedy thorough-fare.  While there are kids from Franklin 
High School running out in traffic at 2:30 every afternoon 
when school lets out despite the pedestrian overpass, and 
other people wandering across the street where ever they 
please on one hand.  There are also a lot of cars that still 
drive way too fast down Rainier through the Columbia 
City / Hillman City/Genessee areas.  MLK should be the 
thoroughfare and we should do what we can to limit 
traffic on Rainier.  Maybe that means lowering the speed 
limit even more?  Or something.  I just don’t think you can 
have it both ways.  It is either pedestrian friendly and we 
limit the cars, or it is a place where people drive way too 
fast and pedestrians beware!

Not sure.

While not all area’s of MLK are great, they are much 
better than certain areas of Rainer Ave.
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Columbia city retail core needs to be expanded north and 
south to better attract consumers and reduce general 
crime and vandalism.  The light rail is great but needs to 
be more accessible and safer.

Seems like we need more appropriate density. The single 
family only bozos of yrs ago should now realize they 
messed up. The urban village with its density should be a 
priority. Mixed use even.

I would say that Public Safety and Community Livability 
and the Rainier corridor still need work.

the priorities are the same, I don’t see anything done 
about the sidewalks and street parking for Hillman City 
and Genesee.  You can’t park you car along Rainier to 
stop in for a business because the street doesn’t have 
the pull outs at sidewalks so people don’t think they can 
park along Rainier.  Businesses suffer and don’t stay in 
Hillman City and Genesee because of the fast cars along 
Rainier.  If you do stop to support a business, you end up 
parking your car on the sidewalk because it doesn’t look 
like you can park along Rainier.  Another key strategy in 
the neighborhood plan was to increase ridership for Light 
Rail from the Columbia City stop.  I don’t see anything 
done to increase ridership, no parking near the stop and 
no buses or shuttles drive east/west from Rainier Ave. to 
MLK.  It appears that the Light Rail was built for people 
who live 3 blocks from the stations and not for the rest of 
the neighborhood.

I have some concern about creating too much density and 
having vacant housing that devalues the neighborhood.  
Hopeful that this will improve with economic recovery. 
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1) How bad a problem traffic speed and volume on Rainier 
is for the community; 
2) The need to encourage more high-quality, dense, 
mixed-use buildings; 
3) More bike lanes and pedestrian infrastructure; 
4) Connections to Hilman City and Mount Baker

How neighborhood status reports influence 
neighborhood planning. Status of businesses on 
neighborhood. How many, how many new registrations, 
sqft, sqft per employee, industries, financing sources,  
ownership structures, etc.

Parks, green spaces. 
Enhancing Rainier corridor. 
Crosswalks, road safety.

retaining/increasing affordable housing, maintaine/
increase affordable retail space, transit conectivity 
especially east-west, crime & safety, retaining the diverse 
fabric of the community

Transportation patterns, especially east/west.

Public Schools

Parking around light rail stations

safety in the residential areas, improving the business 
district on Rainier in Hillman City

alternatives to get to downtown like bike lanes or 
complete streets. it is dangerous to bike on rainier or MLK 
but those two streets are two of the only streets in the 
city that connect to downtown that are relatively flat - 
perfect for cyclists but no preference is given to them on 
those streets. its a shame and too dangerous so people 
are less likely to bike. we need to get people out of thier 
cars and walk around the neighborhood and do business 
within walking distance which would help out small 
business in the area.

gangs, youth activities,

Looking at current status reports it was hard for me to 
guage change or compare to rest of the City or other 
urban areas.  I couldn’t tell how healthy we are on any 
denominator, where we had changed over 10 years or 
met our goals or missed them.   
I think our environmental health should be in report card 
so we can identify new strategies and visions for it.

Hillman City and the Genesee area

Physical improvements that benefit everyone, like 
sidewalks, safety (lighting), bus/road improvements.

crime prevention and better parks/open spaces for 
families decreasing population density

Safety, lighting in parks

Safety, zoning, residential parking.

maintaining the feel of the retail core AND an increased 
police presence in the southend. I really don’t want to 
have to testify in *another* murder trial.

transportation links

Limiting/sensible townhouse planning (12 units on 10,000 
sf on Angeline St near 39th?!); preventing development 
on the large parcels to the north and south of the CC 
historic district from looming LARGE over the rest of the 
neighborhood.

crime, density, infrastructure (sidewalks!)

Comparison of schools. A huge weakness in this 
neighborhood.

Schools

Safety, crime prevention, youth outreach

public safety/bigger police presence, addressing youth 
violence and gang issues, affordable housing

safety, gangs

Youth violence/gang violence and safety

crime and pedestrian safety

Maintaining working poor housing, housing that is 
diversified with an emphasis on NOT gentrifiying this 
neighborhood.

decreasing noise, crime, and litter.

increasing ability for non -drivers to get around.  Say on 
Beacon Hill, or from the East side of Columbia City to 
anywhere else.  Free parking stickers for those who live in 
the corridor around  the train from nowhere to nowhere.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Shaping development toward pedestrian traffic flow.  
Keeping residents informed and included, so that a revolt 
against density in general is less likely.

promoting healthy lifestyle -- less fast food, more public 
garden spaces, walkable areas, access to farmers market, 
teaching gardens, food bank gardens

Development patterns 
Housing affordability 
Transportation networks

We need more focus on public safety.  This recent bunch 
of burglaries and home invasions (some violent) this 
spring really was scary.  We are raising our young kids 
here and want to feel safe in our home.  I think it would be 
very important to look at whether SE Seattle has as much 
resources for police as other neighborhoods.   
Also, I think that sprucing up our local parks and trying to 
make this neighborhood more pedestrian friendly would 
do a lot for families - both just to make it a nicer place to 
live, and also it would improve security if more people are 
out and about and making community connections.

Ensuring that landowners take care of their property 
and permitting property owners to build more densely 
(like so-called mother-in-law apartments).  For the right 
to build more densely, property owners should have to 
commit to keeping up their landscaping. 
Also, there should be more focus on a good play structure 
for kids.

Maintenance of public property and public safety

infrastructure to support all the new residents (ie grocery 
stores, parking,)

Impacts (pros and cons) of light rail.  How to maximize it’s 
potential for the commercial districts.  Feeder routes to 
commercial districts and residential beyond the quarter 
mile easy walk access.

Conflict resolution. We’ve suffered greatly because of a 
few, vocal, strident, long-time residents. People are afraid 
of them, and don’t know how to respond. The whole 
SEDC situation seemed unnecessary and very divisive. 
We need a dispute resolution center like Bellevue has, 
and models of how to co-exist with people who’s opinions 
are different than our own. It’s challenging in the Rainier 
Valley because we’re so multicultural, but I believe it’s 
possible with some guidance.

Aesthetics and neighborhood design. Public safety.

Dealing with home brake-ins and cleaning up streets

crime rates and sidewalks.  Expanding the work that’s 
been done in the Columbia City business district further 
south into the Rainier Valley.

Saefty and reduced gang and drug violence

Getting more businesses along MLK

Jobs in the neighborhood

changing demographics of the area and what can be 
done to mitigate that.

transport to and from light rail. small grocery so that 
people dont have to go far far to food shop

light rail, light rail, light rail, and development therein. 
Also, safety and walkability. I’d love to see this 
neighborhood as a pilot project for city-sponsored 
sustainability initiatives.

Services and retail(besides restaurants and very 
boutique-y gift shops). Southeast Seattle is SO 
underserved--we have to go to Georgetown to 
make copies, Southcenter or Bellevue to buy sports 
equipement.  Downtown or out of town to buy a pair of 
pants.  When I see all the stuff available on north Aurora, 
I don’t see why we can’t have more stuff we need in our 
neighborhood.

pocket parks, safety/ upkeep of pedestrian staircases, 
vitality/sustainability of business district, crime

They are all important!

market rate housing

Very high density living units (multi-bedroom 
apartments, condominiums, townhouses) in the SODO 
area.  The SODO area is vastly under built for residences.  
It should transition from industrial to residential to better 
serve the greater Seattle community.

improving bus connections to the light rail
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Community building -- bringing folks together. 
I also think that it isn’t clear to me that it will be possible 
to continue development farther south on Rainier -- it 
would be great, but may need more than just restaurants 
and a few shops.

development patterns and transportation

Healthy and Safe:  Bike corridors are not really evident.  
They simply ride on the roads or sidewalks.  Still a lot of 
speeding on residential streets--the “”one lane”” bump 
outs and traffic circles don’t really slow traffic down like 
speed bumps do.

bringing small businesses into the area that offer services 
things we need every day, (Pharmacy, food, cloths), 
rather than nail and hair places.

DOT working with light rail

public schools!  Public schools in our neighborhood need 
more funding and more love.

Improvements to parking and crime reduction

Economic development, reducing crime, more open 
space, more parking, tougher building code, greater 
protection of the unique older housing stock.

crime reduction (i.e., arresting and incarcerating 
criminals)

safety

community building, safety during evening and night 
hours, increased patrol of Seward park.

“”Linking”” light rail with Rainier Avenue residents and 
businesses.  Getting Rainier Vista built, with promises for 
low-income housing to remain the same as promised.

Increasing safety and housing affordability.

Amenities and transportation networks. Amenities and 
well-kept spaces discourage people from treating the 
neighborhood like a dump.

Parking for users of light rail

transportion safety,

Affordable housing and retailing to meet the needs of the 
working folks that still live here

Environmental sustainability indicators such as those 
developed by Sustainable Seattle

Appearance - the broken window theory.  If the 
neighborhood looks like crap, people will treat the 
neighborhood likewise.

Public amenities and transportation networks.

Enhancing the Rainier Corridor

safety

Safety. 

Continued access to bus transportation where access to 
Rail is too far or inaccessable for some.

Helping individual home owners repair and maintain their 
housing.

affordable housing, crime reduction, school improvement

Affordable Housing.

public safety

transportation networks

The impact of the high concentration of social services 
and populations with special needs.

crime prevention, safety, and transportation

EDUCATION in the South End 
Decrease gang activity 
retaining diversity and small businesses

Retaining existing families and businesses. Supporting 
the kids who live here and go to school in the area 
with services. (“”Walking school buses””, etc.) Safe 
environments and requirements that developers build 
safe environments. Lots of these townhouses look 
positively scary to live in.  Are there any safe building 
guidelines in place in Seattle? It doesn’t seem like it...

public safety 
cross walks on Alaska (none between MLK and 34th)
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transportation networks and development patterns

Safety & housing, also safety of bicycling from Col City to 
downtown/Capitol Hill -- Rainier is hard to travel.

Safety in SE Seattle 
Access for all constituents in our community.

Safety! And upscaling the business districts and 
revitalizing MLK and Rainier Ave S.  I also think more 
thought needs to go into a park&ride for use of the light 
rail.

Pedestrian walkways, bicycle lanes, gathering spaces, 
public art opportunities

Crime statistics

Housing, education, safety, household incomes

safety, cleanliness, write tickets to people who are storing 
a boat on the public parkway.  People should not be 
allowed to let their yard look like a garbage dump

Maintaining diversity.

Safety, pedestrian and bike friendly infrastructure

Safety and crime.

Development patterns, demographics

safety issues, and gang-related activities. Also, there 
should be more than on interracial and intercultural 
connections.  
All these topics should be discussed honestly and openly.

Crime and safety... stop cocaine coming into the 
community via organized international gangs with local 
branch offices.

crime prevention/mitigation

Safety

Public Safety, Responsible Development, Economic 
Development, Job creation, and Park n Rides.

Safety

making sure that light rail is accessible by as many people 
as possible. with parking restrictions and no shuttles it is 
hard for people that live 1+ miles away to use as is.

bike safety

Enticing businesses - safety - making sure that we are 
providing housing opportunities for lower income families 
that were displaced by Rainier Vista project.

housing - keeping things affordable and keeping the 
history alive in the area 
transportation - shuttle to light rail?

Public amenities and transportation networks.

Improving neighborhood schools

Sidewalks please 
Integrating the Transportation System

Safety and improving run down businesses (store fronts) 
and homes.  Crime and personal safety are a big concern.

Making sure that residence aren’t being moved out 
because of the “”newer”” development.  People have 
been able to afford to live in the neighborhood, and love 
the diverse people, schools, and businesses.

Safety, crime and creating opportunities for young 
people so they have more options.

Quality low income Single Family housing at below 50% 
Area Median Income.  Driving Residents to use the light 
rail for their daily commute by changing bus services, 
specifically re-route the redundant Route 42 to go from 
Rainier Beach via MLK Jr Way/Rainier Ave/23rd Ave to the 
U District instead of downtown and Re-route the Route 
39 to follow its existing route but head to West Seattle 
instead of Downtown.

Improve Schools 
Increase Police Presence 
Slow or reduce traffic on Rainier Corridor 
More programs for kids - focused on helping kids succeed 
in school and stay off the streets at night.

Dealing with traffic on Rainier; slowing it down and offer 
more natural space in the neighborhood. A tree lined 
median would be lovely.

zoning, crime, education
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The lack of transportation links to the light rail station. 
The lack of affordable housing.

I think the focus is great.

Schools, Safety ( more speed bumps in residential 
neighborhoods and more police in neighborhoods 
especially where people are walking to Light Rail) , 
Housing ( Concern that too many multi-family complexes 
added to area will change the “”family friendly”” feel of 
the area and add congestion)

Saftey, growing the community and encouraging 
a vibrant business district. There needs to be more 
attention paid to Bus Line #7 - poor scheduling (or 
keeping to schedule), saftey on the bus (I’ve personally 
witnessed dangerous altercations on the bus). Safe public 
corridor from the light rail station to Columbia City at 
night.

crime, gang activity, registed sex offenders.  Focus on 
what’s really important, keeping our community safe.

Safety

completing street curbs and sidewalks to create a 
walkable environment.  Calming traffic on Rainier.  
Encouraging development of more housing and services.

inaccurate demographics presented

Crime 
Placing more low income housing and services in other 
parts of the city. 
Schools 
Improved public transportation

Crime 
Schools

Crime is up. 
Schools are not as good here as other parts of the city.

Crime is up. 
Schools are not as good here as other parts of the city. 
Low income housing and services are disproportionately 
being placed in the south end.

Developing attractive businesss district in Hillman City so 
that Columbia City’s revitalization can be extended.

Transportation access

Smart development that continues to foster a sense of 
community, pedestrian and bike friendly transportation.

parking close to the light rail stations

sidewalks 
safety - break-ins continue

cleaning up the business district in Hillman city.  Police 
presence.

Improved public transportation. (The #7 still has no air 
conditioning) and the #48 is scheduled to end Columbia 
City service). Parks should be landscaped.

sidewalks

Public safety; improving and cleaning streets;

see previous notes

schools 
crime 
drugs and gangs 
Hillman City needs more improvements

Outlying areas, particulary safety, transportation 
(sidewalks, streets, buses), and parks. Also jobs and social 
services.

increasing business and residential densities.  Maintaining 
charachter of community.  Increase access to amenities.

affordable housing, integrated transportation

safety & transportation

Public safety.  A lot of petty crime and one serious violent 
crime occurred.  The neighborhood was not kept up to 
date after the violent crime.  Also, better matching new 
construction to the existing architecture through the 
Design Commission

mixed-use housing and business planning 
safety

Pocket parks, bicycle/pedestrian facilities, affordable 
housing, sustainability/environment, senior assistance

Beautifying the run down buildings, trash clutter, making 
the streets safe to walk at night.
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Public safety

safety and well maintained properties

reducing social services in SE Seattle......give the 
economically challenged an opportunity to move into 
communities where there are viable businesses....
our businesses have been shutting down over the last 
5 years.  Why can’t we have Park and Rides - I””m not 
going to walk to the Light Rail with my children.....one 
of whom can’t even walk.  Fixing the congestion issues 
created by light rail would also be a priority.  People aren’t 
going to give up their cars...... people speed through the 
neighborhoods trying to avoid both MLK and Rainier 
now.

OPen spaces, public parks, safe exercise routes for bikes/ 
jogging/kids.

crime and safety

Safety:  We need to have a better police presence - 
consistently

Bus links and safety.

Housing affordability and please, let’s lay off on building 
McMansions. Also, the quality of public transportation 
is really terrible once you get off of the Rainier/MLK 
corridors.

Public services like sidewalks and road construction.  
Litter control

Safety.

public safety, business development

safety and the arts, ending gang violence

schools, keeping streets in better repair.

Building more infrastructure. keeping housing prices 
low while supporting more growth (multi-unit housing 
development) and increase in retail and commercial 
services. The current supply of these areas only barely 
supports this community.

improving the buisness district

Market price housing and private development, especially 
around Light Rail.  Rezone to NC and allow building 
above 40 ft in the few blocks around Light Rail.

Safety and improvements along Rainier Ave.

safety, housing,

Affordable housing 
Bike routes

Fulfilling basic city services to the community with an 
emphasis on street maintenance and pedestrian/bicycle 
navigation throughout the community.

connecting Columbia City and Hillman City along Rainier 
Avenue as a safe, pedestrian friendly walk.  Perhaps even 
adding bike lanes on Rainier and having it go down to 
one lane for cars each way between Hillman City and 
Genessee?

safety

Safety, lowering the crime rate.

Affordable housing

Public safety; improved bus connections with light rail; 
incentives to diverse, idependant and vibrant small 
business in walking distance.

Amenities for families: schools, day care, safe 
playgrounds.  And a lot more investment in bike and ped 
improvements.

development patterns and public amenities

Crime

Affordable housing, public safety,economic development, 
transportation, non-profit service agencies, homeless

SCHOOL QUALITY -- our schools are NOT comparable 
in terms of educational quality or facilities to schools in 
Queen Anne or Greenwood.  We have lower incomes here 
and it directly affects the quality of schools and students’ 
school readiness.

Safety, law enforcement, and decreasing gang activity
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safety - residents will continue to live “”out of 
neighborhood (shopping, dining, etc)”” if we do not feel 
safe

Up the zoning to allow more families  to stay here and 
work here. If one builds it correctly/ nicely then that is a 
plus for all.

safety and crime, development of rainier corridor

Making the neighborhood SAFER in general. Safer from 
gang violence, putting sidewalks in, safer to walk across 
the street at MLK where the lightrail now disrupts the 
flow of both pedestrian and car traffic. Adding more 
appropriate businesses that will continue with the feeling 
of a landmark district.BIKE LANES! There should be bike 
lanes on MLK and Rainier. Where are the bike lanes?

Safety, schools, managing traffic and curbing density in 
smaller neighborhoods.

crime

how far people commute to work and how long it takes 
them. i worry that public transportation is going to get 
harder rather than easier for those of us in the southend 
who cannot safely access the light rail and do not have 
many good bus options already.

Safety

Housing that fits the neighborhood, with yards instead 
of huge fences -  please focus on how all the new 
development affects neighborhood streets.

More focus on neighborhood safety...speeding down 
Alaska...etc.  There should also be more focus on donig 
something with the vacant buildings which do not look 
appealing, especially next to a place that is either new or 
upgraded.  Columbia City has so much potential

Parks and neighborhood walkability.

Getting rid of drugs, making MLK Jr have retail and 
a reason to take the light rail. Add restaurant zoning 
around the Mt Baker and Columbia City stations so 
there’s something to eat when you get off the train. CC 
business district at Rainier is too far away.

Local, walkable businesses. That will encourage Link use 
as well.

Safety and programming for youth.  If there were more to 
do maybe less children would join gangs.

safety, and infrastructure improvements, especially 
drainage, road surfacing, traffic calming

sidewalk turnouts installed in Hillman City and Genesee 
- transportation opportunities to the Columbia City, 
Othello and Rainier Beach Light Rail stations

crime

neighborhood “”story””

Public amenities (park cleanliness/usability) and 
development patterns.  Ethnic communities seem to 
congregate and isolate themselves.  This is likely an 
extremely difficult problem (if it is even considered a 
problem) to address.

transportation

Upcoming developments and the status of planned 
projects. Traffic safety and calming plans with additional 
crosswalks for the stretch of Rainier between Edmunds 
and Hillman city.

Enhancing character of neighborhoods to provide unique 
identity and to incorporate more international cultures 
represented in the demographic. Encourage more civic 
pride in current residents in this way and thereby improve 
safety and appearance which will hopefully attract unique 
and interesting (not corp. chains) businesses and jobs.

Community and keeping the historic Columbia City core 
and it’s small-town feel intact.

Pedestrian safety.

bringing in more businesses to round out the community

keeping buildings to scale--but also llowing for 
development 
street safety 
continuing to connect columbia city and hillman city....
pedestrian friendly.

Transportation and Schools

Affordability of housing.
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economic development, especially when that means 
auto-oriented development

Old data. Find new data or wait for it or set up a dynamic 
system for agregating, anysung,  and visualizing hood 
status data.

Businesses

making rainier, genesee or MLK a highway. please slow 
down traffic.

tree planting but cleaner streets.

Columbia City

“”Maintaining diversity””.   Really, what does this mean in 
a very diverse neighborhood of both races, ethnic groups, 
income, and education levels?  Keep the majority racial 
components as other than white?

increasing population density in Columbia City / Hillman 
City - no more multi family homes!

Low income housing.  The city needs to focus on 
attracting better employers (high tech, green tech).

rolling over backwards for developers

demographics

diversity.

Big housing development

transportation

Gentrification and Yuppism

How City Hall thinks things should be and how those who 
are most directly affected are being treated.

expanding density, putting up unattractive housing 
buildings, and marginalizing the southend.

Development - please! I’m just not sure with the change 
in the economy we’re going to fill all the condos/
apartments that are being built.

subsidized low income housing and non-profit social 
service agencies. There is an imbalance with how much of 
these services are sited in the valley relative to the rest of 
the city.

Forcing values of what city officials consider good quality 
of life, on to residents.  You can’t legislate family values.

demographics

I don’t think there should be less focus on any part of the 
plan--but I do think that Columbia City is retaining it’s 
character as it is growing, and the Rainier Corridor has 
been steadily improving over the last 10 years--at least in 
Columbia City proper and to the north and south of that 
a bit.

Social services expansion.  Restore the Special Objectives 
Area (SOA) overlay to stop the dumping of social services 
in 98118.

codling criminals, City promotion of midnight basketball 
for youth, etc.

demographics; we’re pretty diverse down here!

Housing, transportation

All are valid points of focus.

pricy restaurants and art studios

Home values and gross rent

Large metal shovels that are Pigeon perches.

business development

Giant high rise condos that no one can afford.

beautification

demographics-

None

Attractiveness because that’s nearly complete.

LESS FOCUS on synchronizing with the United 
Nations’ Agenda 21 charter for spreading undemocratic 
globalization through local neighborhood planning 
efforts.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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Incentives for market rate housing.  There is a lot of new 
housing sitting empty at the moment.

Density, Funding social services in SE Seattle, and 
forcing people onto the trains by not putting in the right 
infrastructure.

Ritualized “”public involvment.””

new new new new (there seems to be a preference to 
demolish old Seattle, with our city planners)...if NYC can 
keep its history, I think we can manage to do the same...

Demography

Beautifying MLK - it looks wonderful, great job!

affordable housing.  let’s not make this the dumping 
ground of the city.  let the market drive the prices

Putting in bike lanes and speed bumps for non car 
transportation.  Instead, we should focus on making the 
neighborhood safe from violent crime.

Market Price Condo development.

Priorities are all still relevant.

The CC park improvement.  That was a lot of time and 
money with not much to show for it.

Adhering to old goals set before light rail became real.  
We need to plan for the future, not the past.

real, planned development projects that actually affect 
our lives. transportation and infrastructure planning that 
makes it easier to live/work/play.  economic development 
that creates local jobs. . .

Placing more low income housing and services in the 
south end.

Placing low income housing and services in the south end

Low income housing and services are disproportionately 
being placed in the south end.

Low income housing and services disproportionately 
being placed in the south end.

Using the south end as a disproportionately high end 
point for social services.

Low income housing.  We have enough in our 
neighborhood as it is.

Core Columbia City.

attractiveness

low income housing

Adding more parks; we have plenty and they are 
fantastic!

trying to craft race/age/diversity ratios.

aesthetics.

parks, we’re there for parks

Politics

standard development practices. This area is the most 
diverse in Seattle. It has the most immigrants which 
makes this a special needs area for development. The 
attitude like “”What’s good for Ballard”” will not be 
successful in this area. People live much differently in the 
SE than anywhere else in the city.

building more condos

For this area, we have all the affordable housing and 
social services that the area can take.  We’ve already 
reached and surpassed the tipping point!

adding more housing into an area that is already too full

Affordable housing. The Southeast Seattle community 
has done its part(aside from downtown) to support lower 
income families, its time for other neighborhoods to step 
up.

Gentrification

Superficial beautification, plantings, etc.

market housing

demographics -- 98118 is already the most diverse zip 
code in the US (2000 census) and we all get along well!  
we wouldn’t live anywhere else in Seattle because we 
prize the diversity here.
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Urban sprawl is out. Leave that for LA. been there, hate 
that.

Building more townhomes. NO MORE TOWNHOMES 
PLEASE. Let’s work on the people who actually live here 
now and then entice new people when the neighborhood 
is better.

population density

Low income housing

Getting cars through C. City - how about MLK?

all of the priorities are valid.

photos ops and sound bites

light rail

stats

Housing affordability.  Home prices are a byproduct of 
the community’s attractiveness.  Trying to artificially drive 
down the cost of housing while simultaneously increasing 
the attractiveness of the community seems difficult at 
best, inconsistent and unfair at worst.

housing density

Transportation and large mixed use, market rate/low 
income developments.

housing is in place.

Contractors having their way and say above the local 
needs.
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Traffic on Rainier -- how to slow it down and thin it out, making 
Columbia City a safer, more pleasant place to be.

There is no employment data. See previous answer.

Light rail location, focus on retailer acquisition is les important...

Transportation patterns for determining how to better get people to 
light rail.

Schools quaity determine whether resdients with children will stay or 
not

Parking around light rail stations. greater emphasis on business 
development and market-rate housing

we need better sidewalks too and a way where we tie in all the 
neighborhood to our park system. how cool is it that we have lake 
washington within walking distance of a historical downtown district? 
its really cool but no one will walk it despite how easy of a walk it is 
and how pretty it is. we need to support walking and biking between 
business districts and recreation areas.

Public property inventory -- quality and quantity. 
Social and health attributes. 
Schools!! 
These neighborhood plans were always envisioned to be more than 
vehicles for land use density.

Major gaps when it comes to inplementation anywhere called for in the 
plan except Columbia City.

Columbia City is a place, easy to give a successful update on.  Why 
bother mentioning Genessee and Hillman City if you’re not going to 
include them in the status report?  Or even in the titles on the website?  
Its seems like a big hole.

They do not address public transport options that go to the University 
of W.  Currently there is just one busroute.

This does not address more education options.  The city needs to tell 
the U of W they they can have a laundry facility next to the light rail 
station at Rainier & McClellan.  The city needs to make sure that if the 
U of W needs to do laundry then, they should take part of that property 
and make it into area for extended education classes!

I’d like to see some focus on improving the businesses in Hillman City. I 
think that many things are tied to this - If we increase pedestrian traffic 
to the businesses that will in turn increase the safety.

While I am proud that the SE neighborhood 
offers help and services to our needy 
neighbors, these cannot keep being 
concentrated into our quadrant of the 
city. Many,  MANY  social service centers 
have developed large buildings and firmly 
established a presence all along the MLK 
and Rainier corridors in the last five years. 
PLEASE limit further development of these 
groups in the neighborhood and encourage 
them to spread out into other areas of the 
city.

Information about the public schools.

More of an emphasis and focus on 
providing the police with resources to not 
only protect our community, but address 
the escalating youth/gang violence in 
our neighborhood.  They need more 
man power!  And they need to better 
communicate with the public what’s going 
on.

Safety

drug dealing, prostitution, burglary 
pedestrian safety

It is hard to complete this without 
being about to look back at the draft.  
Transportation...links from rainer to MLK 
and links from Beacon Hill to MLK, Light 
rail having transfers...there are significant 
hills in this area and a population that is 
aging.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Bicycles should be given LESS status in SE Seattle, and 
their riders forced to actually follow the rules of the road, 
especially STOPPING AT ALL STOP SIGNS AND SIGNAL 
LIGHTS.  Also, they should be forced to yield the right 
of way to pedestrians on all park trails as well as city 
sidewalks.  The majority, approximately 95% of all bike 
riders in Seattle are downright rude.

As a homeowner in Columbia City for nearly 10 years, 
we would like to see more planning concerning public 
safety, pedestrian accessibility, and identification of true 
public amenities. If Columbia City is to be a true “”urban 
village””, more restaurants and boutique shops are simply 
not enough.

It seems be too statisifed with the parks.  The 
“”improvements”” at Columbia Park were marginal - it 
basically is the exact same park it was before it was shut 
down for an entire summer.  It was fine before, and it is 
fine now.  What we need is a good play structure that we 
draw kids from all the surrounding communities (and 
their parents who would stop in to shop in Columbia City).

How many services for disadvantaged/poor people are 
concentrated in each part of the city.

Need to think more on this... to be continued

The statistics I noted are from 2000, very old.  And where 
are all these rental units $200-500???  
I didn’t see much about schools.  If we are moving back to 
a neighborhood bases school assignment system, schools 
need to be integrated into the plan.

Safety and access to good schools (maybe not in the 
jurisdiction of the plan?) seem like topics that deserve 
some focus.

see above please

reach of the boundaries do not include enough homes

I’m concerned about sustainability and plans to address 
that.

I’m concerned that with the changes, there will be 
some back sliding.  For instance: now that light rail is in, 
are they going to cut back bus service.  That would be 
dreadful.

What happened to the plan after it left the hands of 
the community needs to be exposed to daylight.  The 
plan Matrix did not honor the plan nor the community’s 
wishes.  The plan Matrix is often  contradictory with 
important plan elements left out of the Matrix altogether.  
Plan elements were ‘cherry-picked’ by city leaders.  
The comprehensive plan has not been implemented 
according to the community vision.  This is the result of 
too much manipulation by certain city leaders, including 
the city council, who voted for the plan, then excised 
important plan elements according to their own political 
agenda or whim.

stopping crime / arresting criminals

Public safety. We are constantly being told that crime 
does not exist. Ignoring a problem will not solve it.

Build some parking areasfor light rail users!

Environmental sustainability indicators such as air and 
soil pollution, including greenhouse gas emissions. 
Recycling / Composting service in businesses. Use 
of sustainable products and practices by businesses. 
Percentage of people using mass transit. Availability of 
organic food options at restaurants. Energy efficiency of 
existing buildings. Noise levels.

Neighborhood public safety.

The Houisng & Employment and the Demographic 
summaries shoudl be comparisons of then and now - not 
just a snapshot of one year.

crime statistics

link light rail is only a solution for people who work 
downtown, and the lack of parking makes it an unrealistic 
choice for many in the columbia city neighborhood.  
Integration of buses and light rail feels essential to 
ongoing development. 
More attention to parks and open spaces.

Talk about Education in the south end and improvements 
that will happen

I’m not sure.

Just FYI, in case you would want it mentioned in your 
report somewhere- the Downtown Emergency Service 
Center just completed a transitional housing unit on 
Rainier, just at the south end of Columbia City.
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I don’t think I saw the Farmer’s Market mentioned in the 
report. This seems to be an essential element for the 
Columbia City neighborhood, and will be undergoing 
some change in the coming years with the development 
of Columbia Plaza.

see above

Can we track how well the scools do in this 
neighborhood?  Parent invlovement, scores, etc.

Green development initiatives (stormwater management/ 
green buildings/ availability of zip cars & car sharing 
opportunities/ waste management on public streets)

1) More effective community outreach for long term 
planning such as this.  Make intentional efforts to include 
English-as-a-second-language households, please.  
Reaching out to our communities in the southend require 
different strategies than what is used for mainstream 
communities.  We have huge language barriers and lots 
of our folks don’t have Internet access. Give everyone 
a voice, not just those of us who are most reachable.  I 
know it is tough to do (I have experienced this through 
volunteer work too) but when it is done right, perpectives 
are broadened and a sense of ownership is a beautiful 
thing!

See above.

Education/Public Schools 
Not sure if this is the right space - but I’d love to see more 
programs targeting poverty prevention/reduction - so 
money management programs, low income housing, pea 
patches and information about healthy lifestyle, etc... 
More quality of life education.

see above

I know this is supposed to be a positive report on how the 
neighborhoods are getting better, to be honest the only 
thing that has gotten any better is a few new restaurants 
and the Light Rail opening, besides that, Columbia City 
and South Seattle seem to be getting much worse.

ummm. . . that’s a draft status report? Are you serious? I 
almost didn’t see any content; it’s pretty much all gaps. 
For starters: 
- columbia plaza development status 
- st gobain development status 
- integration of bus/link status 
- columbia city community council status 
- Multi-family code update status including the weird 
dysfunctional DADU pilot and the useless, ineffective LDT 
zone. - Zion Prep relocation status 
- Sidewalks and street edge alternatives (natural drainage 
and ecosystem health update status).  
- What’s up with the NA status of jobs in the 
neighborhood? That seems useless and misguided.   
- The housing value data looks all wrong.  I can’t possibly 
believe that there are 0.0% of houses worth over $400k, 
when my house is valued at $475k, and almost everything 
in the neighborhood is priced similarly.   
- also the 2024 growth targets are pretty stupid. That will 
be covered in the two developments that are completely 
ignored in status update, and we have an entire Transit 
Oriented Community that will be developed nearby as 
well as the next phase of Rainier Vista.  Someone   
I’m sure there’s more, but honestly I can’t think of

Not enough information on crime statistics. Not only for 
the neighborhood but include the whole city. 
There should be a status report comparison for the whole 
city.

A city wide comparison.

Crime statistics

Crime proposals.

Odd place to put this, but your list does’t include a 
neighborhood for the area between col city and the 
central district.  Where did Mt Baker, Leschi, etc get to?

Does not seem to be any mention of parks. Genessee 
Park, in particular is not well maintained.

ethnic, language diversity--strategies to maintain?

Business opportunities and education/schools. These are 
significant factors affecting residents, potential residents, 
investors. Hard to see how a neighborhood plan can be 
effective without them.
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I think we really need hard data about how the 
neighborhood has changed (e.g. demographics) over 
the years; static data alone doesn’t answer this.  New 
information about what our neighborhood’s housing 
goals are given the changes in the region and the new 
light rail system.

schools

I can’t find anywhere where the draft status report 
reports on something outside of core Columbia City. I’m 
not sure if this is a gap, becuase the plan didn’t focus on 
this and so it’s no suprise that there’s nothing to report 
on. I’d like to see this change in the future.

Access

focus on accessibility for elderly and disabled.

Those of us living just west of MLK consider ourselves 
part of Columbia City. The dividing line should be the top 
of the hill, not MLK. The lightrail esepcially makes MLK a 
more integral part of Columbia City.

Need median income info

actually, not sure, the statistics given, they are for 
genesee/Columbia city/hillman city? not just Columbia 
City? if so then you must call it the columbia city plan.

More safety and bus links.

The goals don’t seem very specific. How can you tell if 
they’re being met?

slowing down drivers along rainier ave s.;

focus on community arts, better plans for safe 
neighborhoods,

Public safety

The lack of east/west transportation options is a big 
gap in the mobility of pedestrians who cannot afford an 
automobile.

Hillman City must be treated as its own entity when 
economic development plans are discussed.

I’m not sure this is the right place for this, but weren’t 
there bike lanes on MLK at one point?

Public safety: I believe this is related to planning efforts.  
Vibrant, attractive businesses accessible on foot and 
open later at night makes for more lighting, more 
potential witnesses, and hopefully less crime.  It also 
may improve economic conditions which may be a root 
cause of property crimes, and also facilitate community 
interaction which may prevent crime, or at least lead to 
apprehension of suspects.

no discussion of auxil. housing units, not enough on 
parking and transportation or public safety

Schools

not sure

I would have appreciated in the demographic study, a 
survey in regard to Light Rail ridership - whether or not 
a resident worked downtown and planned to take the 
rail when completed.  There are thousands of Lakewood, 
Seward Park, Rainier Beach, Othello, Genesee residents 
who work downtown and live more than 6 blocks away 
from the stations.  We were duped in voting for a system 
that does not include residents who would have used the 
rail if parking or shuttles were available.

Information on the amount of change would be helpful.

Attention to the hustlers that loiter the bus stops and 
benches along Rainier Ave

Pedestrian safety, parking restrictions 



Status Check
Transcript of Crown Hill/Ballard Questionnaire Responses

The Crown Hill / Ballard Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 
1998 and includes the Ballard Hub Urban Village and Crown Hill 
Residential Urban Village. The map shows the neighborhood 
plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

400

0

100

200

300

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

901 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/chill/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Higher population density around main business district. 
Increase of visible homeless population. Increase in crime.

We’ve seen denser development (condos/apartments), a 
new park, the new library -- all great!  There’s also been a 
bit of turnover among businesses on Market St & Ballard 
Ave, especially in the last couple of years.

condos all around.

Pros: Increased business vibrancy (e.g., new boutiques, 
restaurants, farmers market); increased community 
involvement (e.g., Sustainable Ballard, new library, 
park renovation, Burke-Gilman Trail extension).  Cons: 
Excessive number of bars in retail core; sidewalks 
overcrowded with outdoor seating; insufficient parking 
along Shilshole Ave.; condo overdevelopment and 
resulting negative impacts to traffic.

More young folks live in our neighborhood than when we 
moved in (3 years ago).

More densitity, smaller buildings have been torn 
down to be replaced with multi high rises. The public 
transportation has become very crowded and the traffic 
on 15th is very bad.  More grafitti and litter also.

I live at 9th & Market -- the traffic has gotten terrible - 
too fast (twice I’ve had drunks crash in my front yard). 
There are alot of big trucks using 9th to get on to Market 
(there are business several blocks south, but where 
I live it is residential). The homeless people continue 
to grown. Twice in the last couple months, we’ve had 
bums take up residence in empty homes (one is being 
remodelled and the other belongs to a senior who is in 
a home) - as neighbors we have to be very vigilant. I like 
the atmosphere changes in downtown ballard. Hate 
the condos and the too-tightly clustered cheaply-built 
townhomes. Alot more congestins, but no allowance for 
road improvement or sufficient on-site parking.

Our home is very close to the newer NOMA and Ballard 
on the Park developments.  Since we purchased our 
home ~ 2 years ago, we’ve seen the re-development of 
the old QFC on 24th turn into the newer Ballard on the 
Park.  The construction is a pain, but it will be terrific 
when it is done.      Additionally, we’ve noticed that 
parking is getting tougher and tougher as the popularity 
of Ballard grows.

The amount of multi-unit housing has increased radically 
just in the past year alone.  With that traffic has increased 
quite a bit.  We live near-ish to Ballard High School and 
have found that this past summer there has been in 
increase in vandalism -- to our own property as well as 
others’ -- in the surrounding area, both personal and 
business properties as well as artwork.

I do not like the amoutn of condo development but I am 
happy with the inmflux of new local businesses.

There has been a dramatic increase in density with the 
addition of several multi story condo units.  In addition, 
there has been loss of apartment units due to the 
conversion of said units into condos.  Rental rates and 
property values have also increased.  The single family 
homes used to be lived in by families.  Now these houses 
are rented out by an increasing number of college 
students and single adults in there twenties looking to live 
in a “hip” neighborhood close to the bars, or these houses 
are torn down in favor of town homes.      People who 
work in Ballard generally cannot afford to buy a home in 
the neighborhood, and in some cases cannot even afford 
to rent (unless they’re renting with several other people).      
Parking in Ballard has become nearly impossible.  Since 
many single family homes now have multiple individuals 
who do not share vehicles, each house may have 3 or 
4 cars associated with it.  These cars get parked on the 
streets.  Town homes are being constructed with such 
small garages that most people have issues getting their 
vehicle to fit into it.  These vehicles are also parked on the 
streets.  These increasingly congested residential streets 
make it very difficult to see pedestrians and can cause 
dangerous situations when vehicles are approaching each 
other and there is no where to pull over to allow the other 
pass.  Ideally people wouldn’t have vehicles and they 
would just take mass transit into work.  Realistically the 
transit options for Ballard haven’t changed in 10 years 
while the population has exploded.  Giving up personal 
vehicles is also difficult if outdoor recreation is enjoyed.  
Transporting kayaks to the water and getting to the 
nearby mountains to hike, camp, and ski is impossible 
without a vehicle.      Nighttime hangouts for teens are 
disappearing.  The loss of the Sunset Bowling Alley and 
the 24 hour Denny’s has left a void that has yet to filled by 
any other businesses.      Not all of the changes have been 
negative. The revitalization of Ballard Ave has been nice, 
it’s just too bad that drinking establishments seem to be 
in the majority of businesses down there.      Ballard has 
changed from a working class single family neighborhood 
to a mecca for the urban elite.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

CroWN hill / ballard

Haven’t been there for a decade.

Two new parks, the art in the downtown ballard/ballard 
bridge, downtown ballard is much more vibrant, the 
library - all great!    There is obviously more high density 
living spaces.  It has been hard to see some of the classic 
pieces of Ballard go (sunset bowl, denny’s, etc.).  And I am 
fearful that the improvements in public transportation 
are not keeping up with the increased density.

Downtown Ballard has lots more condos and recently lots 
of new businesses.  Density seems way up in downtown 
Ballard area.  I’m very excited about the school purchase/
park/childcare at the old elementary school that was just 
completed.  Traffic is up on Holman road and streets that 
feed into it.

I’ve seen a lot more development and a lot of business 
turnover.

There has been a lot of development, particularly in the 
downtown Ballard area.

Lots of condo construction, and new businesses opening, 
and old ones closing

It has gotten younger with remodels more valuable

The skate park is really nice.

I have seen rapid change to this neighborhood and best 
of all from living in other Seattle neighborhoods Ballard 
has a strong identity and sense of responsibility and 
ownership. The neighborhood has vision and just needs 
to continually be enabled to carry it out!

The addition of so many new condos and closing of 
neighborhood places like Denny’s and Sunset Bowl has 
really made the area feel less like a community and 
more like an extension of Seattle.  I miss the sleepy town 
feel where I could get away from the rest of the city.     I 
do appreciate the beautification (esp on 14th) and the 
improvements to bicycle paths.

it only gets better

There seems to be a stronger sense of community 
pride.  The new library, park, farmers market and 
other improvements to the neighborhood have made 
a difference.  Ballard has been rediscovered and is a 
desirable place to live within the city limits.

My neighborhood is the Central Ballard LDT zone, so 
lots of small detached houses were demolished and 
converted to duplexes, and other multi.  The gardens 
and homes generally look better now than 10 years ago.  
An ironic recent trend:  Several apartment houses were 
refurbished as condos which did not sell and which are 
now rentals.  oh, well.  The streets in commercial zones 
are hoppin’  meaning that there are lots more pedestrians 
accessing the various businesses.  Scandinavian culture 
in ballard is no longer dominant.  10 years ago one could 
often hear conversations in Norwegian - not any more!  
More youth, fewer elderly ladies.  More “minority” 
citizens.  The drunks are still here, perhaps more of them 
and more evident because of new open space for them 
to congreate.  Lots of poor and otherwise homeless folks 
live in cars and campers parked on the streets.  REAL 
Change dealers are out selling the paper on several 
corners and store entries.  Sometimes the commercial 
district sidewalks seem obstructed by street vendors, 
A-boards, newspaper boxes and sidewalk extensions 
of restaurants and cafes.    Our neighborhood plan 
included more density, more open space and more public 
transportation options.  I would say that the plan is 
working really well so far.    -B

Lots more condos! More restaurants... harder to find 
parking in downtown Ballard.

I have noticed a lot more condos on market street 
without much personality.  A little flair could really help 
the aesthetic

Too many “Luxury Condos”. Being priced out of the 
neighborhood that was one affordable and more 
community oriented.

More high-density living and mixed used space.  More 
parks - a good change.  “Old Ballard” is pretty much 
gone - no more Sunset Bowl, Archie McPhee’s, etc.  More 
condos.  More gentrification.

The Ballard Commons Park has been quite a nice 
improvement to the area. Unfortunately we are still 
struggling with the completion of the Burke-Gilman. 
As an avid cyclist, I would like to see this completed 
primarily for the sake of safety. The current route over the 
abandoned tracks is treacherous.

14th Avenue has started to be improved; we hope it will 
continue.  Sometimes it seems as though we here more 
sirens than before.
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The variety and quantity of restaurants and retail options 
has dramatically increased and businesses stay open 
in the evening hours.  More trees have been planted 
and people walk the neighborhood to get around.  The 
farmer’s market and sustainable neighborhood groups 
have really cemented our identity and enthusiasm for 
living here.  There is simply more entertainment and 
neighborhood experiences to offer those of us who live 
here.  Friday and Saturday night is hopping with nightlife 
from outside the ‘hood!

The n

Free street parking to pay parking  Mass condo 
construction with no new parking or mass transit solution  
Two major groceries on 24th to none  Scandinavian stores 
to tattoo shops and lots of alcohol stores (tavern, bar, 
etc)  4 lanes on 24th to 2 lanes; drivers cutting each other 
off to get the one lane  free parking at my apartment to 
monthly paid parking  old library to new library

I’ve noticed an improvement in a small, local park.  Old 
buildings have been torn down, some buildings have 
become and remained vacant.  I’ve noticed new condos 
being built.  I’ve noticed stores leaving downtown Ballard 
and new ones taking their place.  I’ve noticed an increase 
in restaurants.

The transient and drug community has really moved in, 
sleeping on the streets, in my yard, in their cars.

Lots of condos.  Not a lot of services.  Most of the new 
condo buildings have inadequate surface-street retail 
options.

yes, there have been too many town houses replacing 
single family residences along 57th  and 58th st between 
24th and 28th ave.  a bit more work has taken place to 
extend bike routes a lot more needed

Many more people and traffic. Less parking, especially in 
retail areas. Often no parking available at new library in 
spite of Garage.

B-G trial getting close to completion  Lots more condos

Not much has changed. Still no sidewalks on my street.

There has been a lot of change to historic Ballard with 
lots of new shops coming in. There also has been a huge 
influx of condos.

More single and multifamily housing development; 
more traffic, increases in retail. Has become younger 
demographic

Short buildings are replaced with multi-story buildings. 
Parking lots replaced with multi-story buildings. Bowling 
alley to be replaced with a multi-story building. Denny’s 
to be replaced with a multi-story building. Houses to the 
west of 24th Ave all the way to almost 32nd Ave have 
been torn down and replaced with 4-unit and 8-unit 
townhouses. Traffic up and down 32nd Ave is more than 
it used to be and it’s not because there are more multi-
story buildings at 32nd and 85th, as there aren’t any. It’s 
because more condos mean more bored people looking 
for something to do. The 4-way stop at 32nd Ave and NW 
54th St was changed to a stoplight several years back, 
eventually the 4-way stop at 32nd Ave and NW 65th will 
be replaced, too. Cars traveling east on NW Market Street 
line up at the traffic light at 24th Ave NW, it’s shocking 
to see the long line(s). Recently, bicycle markings were 
placed on 32nd Ave NW, a complete waste of money 
when it tells drivers and bicyclists nothing they didn’t 
already know without the markings. The cute Norwegian-
art at the bus stop shelter at 32nd Ave NW and NW 63rd 
Ave, which lasted many years and was still sturdy, was 
replaced with the tacky bus shelters used downtown. 
Now, the graffiti has increased along 32nd Ave NW. Look 
in the alley between NW 61st and NW 62nd, west of 
32nd AVe NW. Graffiti. It’s terrible.     Y’all have increased 
density of a nice somewhat bucolic neighborhood until 
you have achieved in Ballard the nastiness of downtown 
living. Shame, shame on you and the colleges where you 
matriculated.

gentrification and the “hipstering” of the city.

I like my new neighborhood, it’s growing fast and there 
are lots of changes, but that’s why we moved here. the 
character of Ballard is changing it’s not an old fishing 
community full of Northern Europeans but it is still 
a friendly and safe place that offers comparatively 
affordable housing, a wide variety of retail and restaurant 
options, and quality community services like our library 
and the parks in the neighborhood. I’m worried about the 
recent increase in vacant store fronts, but hoping they 
will be filled soon. I’m optimistic that rents and property 
values will be forced down to a level that will allow 
businesses and families to thrive again. I’m very glad 
my husband and i were able to find an affordable place 
to live, we were priced out of our capitol hill apartment 
after 5 years, and found a nicer place for much less here in 
Balard; we’ve been happy ever since.
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In the 2 years I’ve been in Ballard I have noticed an 
increase in new multi-family housing and construction. 
There also seems to be an increase in apparent income 
levels of Ballard Residents.

IT’s more expensive and there no longer is any sunlight 
when you travel down market street. I came here in part 
to be close to the city and to enjoy my scandinavian 
roots.... These roots are being closed down

More businesses closing down - Sunset Bowl, Denny’s 
- with no development to replace them. Their locations 
have become eyesores.

Ballard has really come along in the last 5yrs.  So many 
new stores and restaurants have come into the picture 
and made Ballard a hip/trendy spot now!

Tons and tons of condos arose. Many old time family type 
businesses closed. Lots of new hip businesses have come.

The major change that I’ve seen in the 9 years I’ve lived 
in the Salmon Bay neighborhood is that many local, 
small businesses that have a long history in Ballard have 
been priced out of their business spaces along Ballard 
Ave. and Market Street.  That is not to say that there 
aren’t perfectly nice new businesses coming in, but it is 
sad to see so many old businesses unable to afford to 
keep their shops that have been around for decades.  
There is also a significant increase in homeless folks with 
drugs, alcohol, or mental illness issues who spend their 
days loitering or panhandling in the Ballard business 
district.  I would not say it was a  fast transition, but if you 
compare when we moved here in 2000 to 2009, there 
is a dramatic difference.  Crown Hill on the other hand 
seems a little nicer than 9 years ago.  I would really like 
to see Whitman’s facility improved - that building is so 
old and decrepit and I think our middle school students 
deserve much better than that.  In all, I would say that the 
growth in the Ballard Crown Hill area has been positive - 
many of the townhouses that have gone up especially in 
Ballard have nice designs and fit in with the old Craftsman 
architecture of the area and some really nice new 
businesses have come in over the last 9 years.  But as with 
any growth, the increase in prices and in the presence of 
homeless people with a lot of issues, is something that is 
seems like the neighborhood was not prepared for and 
needs to be addressed.

cleaned up a lot  transitioned from an older demographic 
to having many young children

-Much more dense with multi-person housing (condos, 
apts...)  -Many more children in the area

The neighborhood hasn’t changed much since I have 
been here other than the building of new condos and 
retail space.

Too many condos!!  We need more parking to 
accommodate the growth in the Market St area.  Love 
the new restaurants, shops but there is no parking.  Also 
the rates of street parking should be lowered.

There has been alot of new construction and condo 
conversions but not alot of attention to parking or 
infrastructure to support it.  Sidewalks will be closed on 
both sides of a street, parking has been lost rather than 
added and some construction has halted resulting in 
dangerous neighborhood locations like Market St and 
28th Ave NW.

Building too many townhouses and parking anywhere 
near your home has become a nightmare.

Noticed a lot more little shoe box size parks, which is 
nice.

More housing density, changes in business.

It’s gone from being a place that people buy in because 
it’s the cheapest in-city neighborhood to one where 
people actually buy homes because of all the benefits.  
Unfortunately it’s become more expensive.

Lots of new construction especially townhomes and 
condos.

There are considerably more restaurants, condos, 
townhomes, and activities geared towards a young 
demographic

greater density.  More apartment/condo development.  
More aggressive neighborhood traffic.  More graffiti.

denser bouing, taller buildings, more growth in old 
Ballard, Newly remodeled High School, new library, 
better transportation as far as buses, increased homeless 
population, increase in crime (perception) and the rise 
of what appears to be drug addicts and substance abuse 
people in our downtown parks.
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Increased number of parks, more trees lining the streets, 
more apartments/condo buildings, more restaurants/bars

more houses seem to be getting fixed up (on 65th st), and 
some new food & bev businesses have been added...all 
good.

Lots more condos

More traffic, condominiums, decrease in “general” retail 
businesses and an increase in more specialty boutique 
retail and demographic change to a more younger 
population.

More generic buildings constructed for retail business.

Ballard is not Ballard anymore.   I never shop in Ballard 
anymore because there is no parking.  Lots of people 
in my neighborhood say the same thing.  Maybe that’s 
the reason so many shops have closed up/gone out of 
business.   Taking the bus makes me car sick - so that is 
not an option.

Lot’s of building and many more huge apt. or condo 
buildings.  Beautiful new library and park.  Vibrant 
business section.

Some for the better, some for the worse. I like some of 
the new, trendy bars, restaurants, and stores that have 
come in but feel sorry for the older, local, and unique 
business that have moved out.     More troubling, I have 
noticed a very pronounced increase in the amount of 
homeless. 10 years ago we NEVER seemed to see any... 
now I regularly encounter them on my way to the library 
and park. Very disturbing behavior, alcohol use, and 
probably drugs. Not what I want my young child exposed 
too.  Almost to the point that I would consider moving 
out of the area to avoid it.

Not much, we are still too new! (Been there 5 months)

Have not lived in Ballard long enough to comment on 
changes of that scope

Increase of homeless people and graffiti

Lots of ugly and cheap-looking, but with a very expensive 
price tag, housing has been added.

more condo’s, to many condo’s

Substantial growth has occurred in Ballard, which is good 
and healthy to revitalize the neighborhood. However, 
the dense urban residential development which has been 
permitted, has caused overcrowding on our streets. 
Urban density is fine as part of a long-term growth plan. 
Density this extensive and impactful should have only 
been permitted in growth increments commensurate 
with the growth and installation of more significant public 
transportation systems. As those grow, urban density 
can grow, but the government agencies responsible 
for regulating both should be careful to keep them 
comparable. Right now, it’s not feasible to live in Ballard 
and not own a vehicle, someday it may be, but not 
yet. Parking in the downtown Ballard core has become 
nearly impossible. Lack of parking affects merchants 
and sustainability. The city should consider using Santa 
Monica, CA as a model and erect some lower-cost 
neighborhood parking structures. These structures can 
be used to support business to the merchants and may 
someday be useful as park and rides as well, when (if?) 
light rail reaches Ballard. In the mean time, please slow 
down the urban density growth by limiting the 4-family 
structures with infeasible parking that are replacing all 
the former single-family homes. These units that provide 
garages, are nearly impossible to navigate and result 
in garages being used as storage areas and cars parked 
on the streets. For every lot that used to have a home 
and driveway and one or two cars, there are now no 
driveways and up to 8 cars where two used to reside. This 
needs to be looked at. Parking meter rates in Ballard are 
exorbitent as well and should be reconsidered.

Influx of new condominium and apartment complexes, 
increase in number of businesses.    Increase in crime, 
noise and homeless people visible on the street.

There are more condos, high end boutiques and 
restaurants.  Some of the older, established small 
businesses have had to close their doors.

LOTS of ugly, poorly constructed, and now vacant 
condominiums have been erected.  Many retail spaces 
that reflected the tradtitional Scandinavian values of the 
community have been forced out, most recently Olsen’s 
Scandinavian Deli.  The are has, however, benefited as 
well from the beginings of gentrification.  We now have 
more restaurants and bars.  but, of course, with all the 
suspended construction, we now suffer from a large influx 
of vagrants who are, for now at least, mostly benign.
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The neighborhood has become more dense and walkable. 
The downtown area is more attractive and there are 
much nicer public amenities.

Mass housing structures have increased dramatically 
which has caused major traffic congestion and parking 
difficulties.  The downtown Ballard area has seen a lot 
of business turnover which has brought more upscale 
boutiques and restaurants to the neighborhood.  Crime 
has increased so much that we are considering moving.  
We no longer feel safe in our own home.  The amount 
of homeless people on the streets and drug activity has 
increased and is visible every day.  This used to be a very 
safe place to live, but is not so anymore.

There has been a large increase in graffiti.   It seems 
that nothing is being done about it.   Even tagged city 
property is not cleaned up.    The density increase seems 
to have lowered the average age.   With the young crowd 
has come increased noise - parties with outdoor music, 
loud cars.        Ballard has lost it’s charm.    Market St./
Ballard Ave feel like Pioneer Square or Capital Hill now - 
dirty, gritty, homeless camps, unsupervised teens, graffiti, 
filth, fights, drugs.    This is NOT your grandfather’s 
Ballard!

The number of condominiums and apartment buildings 
have been worrying.  The “cityscape” view of the 
neighborhood has changed for the worse and driven the 
vacancy rate higher as many of the buildings are not “sold 
out” nor occupied fully.  And yet, more condominiums are 
breaking ground or planned in the near future.

It seems that since I moved into the neighborhood, there 
has been an excessive amount of development of new 
condos and apartments thus bringing a larger population 
of people.  Also seems that there has been a greater 
amount of criminal activity and more homeless especially 
around closed buildings (for example the defunct Denny’s 
lot and the bowling alley).  The new property owners buy 
these plots of land, shut down the building, and I feel very 
unsafe walking by them especially at night since the areas 
are unlit and are crawling with drunken, rowdy transients.

More condos, more high-end retail and restaurants, less 
Scandinavian culture.

Greater sense of a community.

More people

Big Condo growth. It’s also become a hip neighborhood 
with Ballard ave leading the charge. It feels like crime 
has risen with a parallel rise in the homeless pop in 
Ballard. I think Ballard has lost most of its nordic heritage 
which is very sad. My worry is that each neighborhood is 
becoming more and more a like. New construction is drab 
(save for government run projects like the library) and I 
worry that one will soon be unable to distinguish Ballard 
from Kent, Redmond, Bothel, fill in the blank, etc...

Since I have lived here, many apartment or condo 
buildings have been built or are under construction.  I 
see that many of them are close to empty.  I see many 
businesses in downtown Ballard have failed.  There is 
more crime that is reported in Ballard.  I see many more 
homeless-looking people than I did only 2 years ago.  
There is a very nice park on 17th Avenue NW near NW 
60th Street that gets a lot of visitors.

Too much increased density with not enough 
commensurate increase in bus service, pools, park 
space, police presence, etc.   Park space has increased 
but not nearly enough.   Traffic density is way up due to 
the fallacious belief that condo & townhome owners will 
only have one car.   Sharrows and bike lines are greatly 
improved but the “missing link” of the Burke-Gilman 
needs to be completed and the dangerous RR tracks 
under the Ballard Bridge need retrofitting with rubberized 
crossing surface.

We bought a home in Ballard, on 2004, and one of the 
main reasons was because we supported the monorail 
and looked forward to living in a community that 
provided an easy commute to downtown.    Even though 
a rail option has been proposed, I am somewhat doubtful 
about the decrease in commuting time.  At times it takes 
30-35 minutes to get home from lower Queen Anne (my 
husband’s business is located there).    We have also 
seen an increase in families living here, which has been 
tremendously positive.      The parks are fabulous, and the 
city is trying it’s best to keep them clean and keep the 
“bums” out.

The traffic and speed of traffic is much worse.  We have 
had several accidents at the corner of 12th NW and 80th 
NW.  We cannot cross 80th.  My older neighbors cannot 
walk to Safeway anymore bacause no one will stop to let 
them cross 80th Street NW at 12th or 11th-at 11th there is 
a cross walk that no one respects.  This is a shame!
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For a while the improvements seemed good, but now 
Ballard is just too crowded.  Too many cars, too many 
townhouses where the people park on the street (too 
hard to get cars into the tiny driveways, plus they need 
a place for storage),  too many tall fences in front of 
them resulting in a tunnel-like feeling rather than a 
neighborhood.  Too much anger in the blogs, too many 
people wanting Ballard to change so it’s like where they 
came from.

Addition of too many condominiums.  Neighborhood 
has started to lose it’s charm and feeling of a small town.  
Becoming less attractive.  Additionally, starting to see 
more urban crime such as tagging and violence.  I think 
the neighborhood plan stinks and is not working.

The homeless have taken over the parks in Ballard.  Drug 
dealing and use has also seemed to taken over Ballard as 
wel/

Insane amounts of condos, way less parking, way more 
traffic, lots of the old shops going out of business or 
leaving

Ball

More people. More CONDOS, many without adequate 
parking and too much density. Downtown Ballard 
becoming a destination, with more restaurants & shops. 
Golden Gardens is out of control on the weekends and 
not a good place for families. Burke Gilman extension is 
GREAT. Looking forward to some improvements in the 
Ballard Bridge area.

too many condos popped up too quickly, and lost the 
feeling of a small ballard community.  old ballard ave 
cleaned up nicely though, good to see it thriving, and less 
vacant old buildings.

I live in Ballard, close to Market and 14th. With all the 
development, the traffic in Ballard is much worse. I 
was shocked, but not surprised that there’s been a 
pedestrian fatality on 14th & 58th, and numerous bike 
accidents. I think Ballard has changed for the worse, 
despite some park improvements. There are A LOT of 
homeless in campers and the parks. The police seem to 
be concentrating on some parks, and ignoring others. 
There are always a few in Gilman Park, by the old bowling 
alley and campers lining 14th. This is really unacceptable 
to me, as a parent.

much ‘bigger’, busier, more urban, not quaint little ballard 
anymore

The biggest change in Ballard is the type of retail and 
restaurants that have open/shut due to a change in 
demogarphy. Also Ballard has been see a population 
growth with constructions of condo building. The good 
side is that there is more social activities and it is good for 
the local business. I am concerned about the traffic and 
the future plans for mass transportation.

It’s drastically more urban, having traded away it’s quaint 
charm for commercial success.

Ballard has become much more of a destination.  
Restaurants and shops, especially along Market and 
Ballard Ave, became quite popular.  To deal with this, 
the city added lots of paid parking along the core areas.  
Recently, due to the economy, several businesses have 
closed, but more are still opening.  Ballard feels like a 
vibrant and healthy place to live.  It feels more polished 
than the Ballard of 10 - 20 years ago, but it is still very 
comfortable.

more condo’s and good resturants

More traffic congestion, more parking congestion.  A 
surge of new businesses and now, a scary decline.

There have been some improvements, like the new 
library and downtown Ballard park.      However, there 
has been a huge increase in graffiti on businesses and 
residential homes.  It’s a constant nuisance and many 
property owners need to remove the graffiti.  There has 
also been a dramatic increase in people living in RV’s on 
residential streets, homeless people in Ballard parks, as 
well as agressive panhandlers in downtown Ballard.

more homeless people and drugs have moved into this 
area, although parks and other things have been growing 
slowly.  I think old downtown ballard could be fixed up a 
bit more to look nice.

I moved here about 2.5 years ago, so I think most of 
the improvements that occurred in Ballard were before 
I arrived (such as the new library and some of the 
redevelopment in the area).      I have been witness to 
the progression of the Burke-Gilman trail, for which I am 
grateful because I bike on it frequently.  I’ve also seen the 
public art increase.    I have noticed the sidewalks being 
replaced slowly in “old Ballard”, and appreciate that.



CroWN hill / ballard

290

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

CroWN hill / ballard

more condos, more homeless...  all of these new features 
have degraded the neighborhood.  it’s almost as if no 
planning is happening.

Since I have been here I have seen more bike lanes 
installed and sidewalk improvements

Density has increased dramatically. A concentration of 
new town homes in streets near the commercial center 
has replaced the sense of stable residential community 
with a colder, impersonal and transient feel.  The gigantic 
condo buildings along Leary Ave. and 24th Avenue feel 
disproportionate to the size of everything else around 
them, further deteriorating any sense of an urban 
“village”.  Along with the above, a serious shortage in 
parking spaces is currently a daily source of frustration 
for residents within residential streets as well as in the 
commercial center.  Small, locally-owned businesses with 
community ties are being driven away at an alarming rate 
lately, succumbing to larger, national chain competitors.

Housing density is increasing.  A new park near my house 
has opened.  The Burke-Gilman trail has been extended.  
Homelessness & urban camping are on the rise & moving 
closer to my house and drug use/intoxicated people can 
be observed regularly in public areas very often.

Apartment buildings have been knocked down and 
condos have gone in-way too many of them.  Where are 
the elderly and those on fixed incomes supposed to live?    
Those condos have changed the feel of Ballard-they’re 
taller and are popping up all over Ballard.  Ballard doesn’t 
feel as cozy or old anymore.  The number of vehicles in 
neighborhoods has risen too because of the density of 
folks in multi-unit housing but we haven’t changed our 
streets or transportation to match the increase.

Too many houses are being torn down for high-density 
condos. Many more people here so it is crowded and less 
pleasant to live here now. I bought my house to live in a 
neighborhood of old houses, not smushed up buildings 
that all look the same. Not to mention - not enough 
parking for those eye-sores, so the street is full of cars 
now. it’s much harder to get around with all the traffic 
and parked cars.

We have watched the full development of the library 
and the Ballard Commons park and seen their adoption. 
Street life continues to get more and more lively.    We 
have seen a greater number of car campers move onto 
our block in the last couple years. We’re disappointed that 
a plan to meter parking on our block was rejected.

The neighborhood has evolved utterly and in many 
ways, nicely, with the exception of far, far, far too many 
condo buildings.  There has been an increase in petty 
crime and drug related crime in the area.  Parking can be 
challenging at times, but overall - Ballard is a very vibrant 
and interesting community at present and will remain so 
as long as no big box retailers are allowed in.

New apartment and condo buildings have been built. 
Businesses on Ballard Ave have been renovated and new 
businesses have moved in.

Too many condos and Townhouses are going up.  Ballard 
is losing its neighborhood feeling and instead becoming 
too crammed.

N/A

A lot of development throughout Ballard - many multi-
story buildings (condos) and townhouses have gone up. 
The new library and Ballard Commons were finished. 
The trail was extended to Golden Gardens. I notice a lot 
more homeless people and a lot more tagging around the 
neighborhood.

Population density has increased. Invasive and beligerent 
homeless population increased. Fewer parking spaces in 
town and throughout the neighborhoods. Less sunshine 
in my yard due to 3 story condo/townhomes. Fewer 
parks per capita. Increased traffic through side streets. 
Increased crime and graffiti.

Massive amount of growth and construction, which has 
had negative impact on condition of roads and sidewalks 
as construction sites and developers don’t seem to be 
responsible for restoring streets and sidewalks to good 
condition. As hundreds of new units have been added, 
there has been little improvements to aid pedestrians 
and drivers. Many difficult driving and walking hazards 
have been created due to construction and the city has 
not addressed these areas that now serve so many more 
people and more traffic.

increase in young adults to neighborhood, increase in 
crime

More condos, more public parks, more shops. Better 
access to & from w/bus service & the trail from the Locks 
to Golden Gardens.

Many ugly townhomes have been built.
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Have been in Ballard neighborhood for about 2 1/2 years.  
Mostly changed for the better with bike trail to golden 
gardens, new library, and other improvements.  But 
loss of landmarks like Denny’s and Sunset Bowl were 
unfortunate as are some of the oversize housing and 
condo developments.  Also a lot of business turnover with 
the downturn in the economy.

Improvements to community atmosphere due to the 
commons area in Ballard and business construction.

Urban density has grown with the addition of many 
condos and town homes.

Lots of condos and new apts and townhouses built, 
including right next to my small 6 unit apt building. It’s 
louder, more obnoxious due to frat boys and such having 
moved in. There are also a lot of empty condos and apts 
due to the overly high prices of them. Less street parking. 
Less drunks/drug addicts on my street since I had three 
people evicted from my building when I moved in four 
years ago, but still plenty of drug activity. Kids hanging 
out being loud at Wendy’s which I can hear from my 
bedroom. Lots of partying in the new apts next to my 
building. Some new businesses around the neighborhood 
which is cool, but it’s becoming gentrified, maybe too 
much.

Over the last 10 years, I’ve seen more traffic, more 
pedestrian fatalities, continuing dangerous conditions 
for cyclists in Ballard.  I’ve also seen a lack of priority 
on the part of DPD staff given to complaints about 
sidewalk blockages (vegetation, other), which make the 
neighborhood difficult to walk in for pedestrians as when 
I’m not cycling, I’m walking in our neighborhoold or to 
bus stops.

Condos have sprung up everywhere, parks have been 
completed, a new library, MANY new restaurants, 
traffic has become a problem, more children in the 
neighborhood, and upscale retail and restaurants that 
most of my friends and neighbors don’t frequent due to 
the trendy menus and high prices.

Age demographics, denser neighborhoods below NW 
65th St and around Market.

Lots of new shops and restaurants in Ballard, more 
upscale housing available.  New park and library!

I have been to Ballard on and off my whole life and moved 
here almost five years ago.  In that time I have seen local 
small businesses being displaced by larger chains, local 
establishments completely going out of business and 
condominiums crowding downtown.  The night life in 
Ballard has also changed.  It is not the same blue collar 
crowd, but people from all over the city come here.  The 
swanky bars are abundant and the feel of the town has 
changed.  It’s sad to see Olson’s Scandinavian foods, 
Epilogue Book, Sunset Bowl and the Denny’s all gone for 
one reason or another.  I think losing establishment’s like 
these do nothing to save the essence of what Ballard was 
and should continue to be.

New library, new park, many new condos, more 
restaurants, gentrification, turnover in businesses.

More condos. New parks. More traffic, more cars 
exceeding the speed limit. New library. Farmers Market. 
Ballard Ave retail development.

Many business have come and gone.

Improved parks and sidewalks/crossings, huge increase 
in condos and townhouses, schools continue to be well 
regarded

Increase of High end Retail, Restaurants and Bars 
Businesses in Ballard Avenue. Increase of Multifamily 
buildings in the Urban Village area and change of 
population from elder and families to single young 
professionals.

Condos, condos, condos.  Too much and too fast, in my 
opinion.

Rampant over-development of condos completely 
changing the character of the neighborhood and 
overwhelming the street capacity.

Ballard has completely changed since I was a child. I am 
24 now and ten years ago; actually maybe less than that 
no one wanted to be in ballard. The only reason I went to 
ballard was to go to the gym. I like ballard now but I dont 
like all the pay for parking I am sick of paying.

Allowed way to many new condos, Apt. etc., too many of 
the older people & businesses had to move due to inflated 
housing costs & obscene taxes. I don’t know if you used 
to come here but it was a sweet little community, Market 
Street is now just another dirty downtown street.
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More parks and open space (Ballard Commons, park 
at 17th & 63rd).  New library and neighborhood service 
center.  More multifamily housing in downtown Ballard.

Many Condo developments have been built.

More parks and open space have been created (Ballard 
Commons, park at 17th & 63rd).  Greater density and 
more housing in downtown Ballard.  For me, these are 
good changes.

More ugly, awful condos.  Ruined the essesence of our 
neighborhood.  More businesses going out of business.  
When will the bleeding stop?

Pros:    The downtown Ballard area has improved with 
the addition of the library and the park commons.   
The Farmers Market is a huge draw and a community 
builder.   The addition of the Ballard Landmark for 
seniors was a wonderful addition (I moved my Mom 
there from Indiana).   Websites like myballard.com are 
also building community by providing a source for real 
time information on goings-on in Ballard, as well as a 
forum for discussions.   New restaurants and businesses 
have moved in and the downtown Ballard area is quite 
vibrant. WA state’s non-smoking law for restaurants 
and bars also improved our community - my husband 
and I can now walk to a neighborhood gathering spot 
that we never would have entered before.   Sustainable 
Ballard is building community and getting people to 
recognize that saving the planet starts locally.   The 
increase in police patrols in the downtown Ballard area 
was needed - Bergen Park and the sidewalks on Market St 
were becoming hangouts for substance abusers.    Cons:   
Transit is still lagging behind ridership needs. The 18 
Express buses in the morning are packed with standing 
room only crowds by the time they reach Market St. As 
far as I can tell, no new express buses have been added on 
this route in the last 18 years since I’ve been riding them.  
The evening buses (15 and 18) are often standing room 
only before they reach Belltown. The idea of making 
Ballard an Urban Hub should have been coordinated a 
little bit better with Metro.    The state of the economy 
and high rents for commercial space are driving out small 
business owners who provide essential services for a 
walkable community. The main type of businesses that 
will be able to afford high rents are bars and restaurants. 
Although it is nice to have a good selection of bars and 
restaurants, the loss of the other businesses will be a 
huge loss to Ballard.

foot traffic communities have not been formed as 
expected.  crime has increased.  new parks have been 
added as older ones have been neglected.

Good:  improved downtown, parks, restaurants, safety, 
walkability, more families with kids!  We love the civic 
center and use it often.    Bad:  public transportation still 
sucks!  I can’t believe we live only 7 miles from downtown 
seattle and it takes me 45 minutes on the bus to get to 
Pioneer Square.  It takes my friend who commutes by 
bus from Ravena (same distance from downtown) only 
10 minutes.  What happened to the monorail or light 
rail?  Ballard consistantly gets left out of any meaningful 
transportation improvements in the ciity.

I have seen new traffic circles.

More younger families. More vibrant walkable business 
district.

More development and rennovations of existing 
buildings; influx of new condominiums and apartment 
buildings.

Increase in homeless population  lots more condos  Love 
that there are more townhouses  more bicyclists  More 
families

Traffic has gotten much heavier.  Drivers now use our 
block as a short cut to avoid a busy intersection, often 
driving more aggressively than those who live on the 
block.  The shortage of parking has made it more difficult 
to visit local business.  The most significant change, 
though, is that this is no longer the neighborhood that 
we moved into.  The character of “old Ballard” is being 
eroded by out-of-state developers who don’t seem to feel 
it necessary to preserve any of the unique qualities that 
attracted us to Ballard in the first place.  We are trying to 
find things to like about the new Ballard, but everyday 
we are reminded of what is now lost.  Ballard is beginning 
to feel very templated and similar to many other urban 
areas within and outside of Seattle.

It is quite common to overhear Seattlites from all over the 
city expressing surprise at the growth of condominiums in 
Ballard.  I have lived here only a year but have overheard 
this refrain frequently.
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Old Ballard Ave was completely dead, vacant, and 
boarded up when I first started looking for a place to 
rent in Seattle in 1993. I moved to a rental house in 
Ballard in 1995 and it was still very sleepy. I bought a 
house in Ballard in 2001. Since then, the whole Ballard 
Ave strip has come alive with great restaurants, bars, 
boutiques, and cool stores. Nightlife is vibrant and full 
of activity, with much thanks to the Ballard ave bars 
who cooperate rather than compete to make the district 
welcoming. Most of this is positive, however, I’m afraid 
of the nightlife attracting frat-boy types who get too 
drunk and too violent in a neighborhood where they 
think they can do damage and leave anonymously. Every 
single one of my neighbors and I who have parked a 
car on the street have had that car smashed by a drunk 
driver. I don’t think drunk driving is a new thing, but there 
are certainly a great deal more people getting drunk 
in Ballard in the past 10 years. I would really like more 
drunk-driver policing to go along with the expanded 
nightlife activity that has made Ballard so attractive. 
Another significant change in the last decade has been 
the exponential growth of condominiums. I’m not 
particularly fond of these extra-tall buildings, but I believe 
in density rather than sprawl, so I accept that condos in 
the city are probably necessary to prevent development 
of wilderness. What I am angry about with this increased 
density in Ballard is that there has been no increase to 
bus service. Buses are overcrowded and even have to 
leave people at the stop because there’s no room. Ballard 
needs more attention to our needs from Metro.

Sunset Hill area has improved, mainly due to new 
restaurant.    Ballard has become a development 
nightmare.  Too many ugly condos, not enough parking.    
I thought transportation choices were supposed to be 
part of the plan.  Sadly there are none.  The #17 bus is 
being reduced; no Monorail.  Too many people and not 
enough parking.  Developers should pay.    There has 
been no progress on the missing link for bicycles.  Sadly, 
cycling in our community is dangerous as evidenced by a 
recent death.

Business like Denny’s and Sunset Bowl are closed and/
or demolished with nothing new built in their place.  
More condos have been built. I had never needed to call 
9-1-1 before but had to call three times in the last five-
six months.  Homeless and campers have turned up in 
droves. People urinated and passed out on the sidewalk 
and nearby park is a common site that has increased in 
the last 9-12 months.

I have lived in Crown Hill for 7 years.  Very little has 
changed in 7 years.  One big change is the the tear downs 
and the building of monster houses.  These eyesores have 
resulted in many many losses:  -relatively reasonably 
priced housing  -many beautiful trees (the replacements 
are no match) and the birds in them  -green space (houses 
fill the lots  We got a gas station instead of an urban 
village.  This is so against the neighborhood plan.  Shame 
on the city for letting it slip in.

moved just in march. no changes other than more bums.

New library. Less parking overall & less free parking; 
more businesses have responded to this with signs “park 
here only while doing business here” ~ Bartell even 
has a parking lot ‘monitor’. More apartments, condos, 
townhouses ~ more people, less street parking. Shopping 
has become more upscale. “Old Ballard” has become 
“the” place to go for young people (restaurants, watering 
holes, etc). Love the Sunday Market. Love the park where 
the old Safeway used to be. More “Real Change” paper-
sellers.

There are too many condos and the area can’t support 
them. parking is awful in downtown ballard and rumor 
has it that the parking meters don’t even help out the 
Ballard businesses.

The neighborhood has increased in density tremendously 
since we moved here a little over 5 years ago.  Had 
we known about the dramatic increase in condo 
development planned, we probably would not have 
chosen to move to this neighborhood.

More rentals, more transient people moving in.  Generally 
higher density housing has replaced single family homes.  
Older, frumpy type businesses are being replaced by 
higher cost type businesses.  Some of that is good but is 
changes the character.

In general, the neighborhood increased in density and 
become more pedestrian/bike friendly.

There are so many condos and apartment complexes 
going up, but costs have not gone down.  I see a lot of 
community activity in the neighborhood center over the 
time I’ve been here and it does give a sense of belonging 
to see that happen.  Having lived in the area the greatest 
sense of connectedness comes from seeing the same 
people at their stores, shoppes, or in their routines.
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Ballard has revamped itself quite a bit. There are many 
condo buildings that have gone up and are still going up 
which has changed the feel of Ballard. Which I personally 
like. There are a lot of trendy shops and restaurants as 
well as random parks.

There has been a lot of construction, mostly buildings 
bought, demolished and condos put up.  Ballard lost 
its bowling alley to the same building craze, though 
it’s just sitting idle while the owner  presumably wait 
for the economy to improve before demolishing and 
putting up condos.    The condos that have gone up 
near “downtown” ballard all lack adequate parking for 
the residents they house, which adds to the parking 
problems in this already crowded area.  Don’t know when 
politicians will realize that removing parking just makes 
people annoyed, it doesn’t make them get rid of their 
cars.

Ballard has definitely become more urban in the six years 
that I’ve been living here.

Our neighborhood has developed a great, family-friendly 
environment.  Great restaurants, great parks.

Definitely.  The seniors in Ballard/Loyal Heights have 
been replaced with DINKs and parents with children.  
Much more urban sophisticated young folks.  Ballard 
commercial district has changed with this new 
demographic.  It is now a desirable place to live, where 
before it was kind of a joke.

Parking is much more difficult and expensive.

It has become too crowded. Too dense and too much 
traffic.

It has become much too over built. Lost some of its 
charm.

more density, traffic, restaurants and small businesses.  a 
few more parks, which are not necessarily well-designed 
or located

There is more traffic, more condos, and less parking 
available in DT Ballard, and fewer non food businesses.

more businesses coming to us, rather us going to them.

The neighborhood in some areas has improved: 
renovation of buildings, parks.

* The price of homes has increased dramatically. 
I wouldn’t be able to purchase a home today if I 
hadn’t purchased back in the early 90’s.  * There has 
a been a noticeable change in age demographics. My 
neighborhood (East Ballard) has many more young 
families with children within the past 5-10 years. I 
have also noticed many empty-nesters moving from 
the suburbs to the city after their kids leave home.  * 
Unregulated town home growth has taken over Ballard. 
Density is a good thing, however, the design of the 
majority of these townhomes is very unimaginative 
and do not promote community. That is, the layouts 
of these townhomes close off the residents to the 
rest of the neighborhood instead of integrating them 
in the neighborhood and community.   * VERY large 
massed building has also occurred within the urban 
village without regard to encouraging pedestrian traffic, 
sustainability, green spaces or bringing in and supporting 
local businesses that are needed by the community.  * I 
love the Ballard Library and Commons Park. The skate 
park is a super plus, I just hope that residents who will be 
living in the new construction abutting the park will not 
force its closure due to noise.  * I’ve seen the citizens of 
Ballard become much more engaged in civic activities in 
Ballard within the last 10 years. There is a huge sense of 
neighborhood pride.  * One change I would have like to 
have seen was including Ballard in Rapid Transit. There’s 
huge interest and need for a station in Ballard!

The neighborhood has increased density, and business 
has expanded in downtown ballard.

Our neighborhood has defintely improved as a result 
of the Civic Center, Burke-Gilman Trail, and Crown Hill 
School projects.    The biggest change to Ballard is 
obviously the condos... the giant empty condos... when 
the economy recovers and they fill up, I think traffic’s 
going to be a major issue.  It’s already getting increasingly 
difficult to get out of West Ballard...

Many single family homes have been replaced with 
condominium developments.  Retail growth has 
blossomed.  Housing costs have dramatically increased.  
The percentage of seniors and those of Scandanavian 
descent has declined.

More crowded.  Single family homes being displaced 
by rabbit warren condo construction.  On street parking 
being displaced.  Bicycle paths interfering with vehicle 
traffic.  Hard to drive around, but no improvement in 
transit.
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Gentrification of the Ballard urban village, particularly 
Market Street and Ballard Ave, and shift in business type 
to restaurant, bar, and boutique; huge explosion of condo 
and townhouse construction; beautiful new library and 
park.

Even in the last three years that I have lived in Ballard, 
the neighborhood has undergone a large number of 
condo conversions and town home construction. As a 
result, the streets located in what is referred to as the 
Ballard “urban village” are now a significant blend of 
older single-family homes and brand new condos and 
town homes. At times this mix can give a disjointed feel 
to the neighborhood both aesthetically, but also in terms 
of the population demographics. There is an increasing 
mix of young families and professionals moving into 
the new construction, and I am concerned about the 
residents who have lived in Ballard for many years. One 
improvement that i have witnessed is the addition of 
green spaces tucked into the neighborhood and more 
vendors along Market and Ballard Ave moving into once 
empty storefronts. I commute the the UW for work, and 
am excited about the completion of the Burke-Gillman 
trail.

Some areas are doing better - more of community feel....
there is still a lot of vandalism.

improvements in public spaces, parks, etc. and 
improvements in bicycling infrastructure, bike lanes, 
sharrows, etc.

Urban density has greatly increased in downtown 
Ballard with new condos.  Many new small businesses, 
most in the service and retail and restaurant fields.  The 
new energy is palpable and fabulous!  It is a vibrant 
neighborhood or small town.  At the same time, we are 
not always absorbing the traffic as well as we’d like.  We 
are losing air and light.  The new civic center park is 
wonderful, but we could use more open spaces.

Many more families with young children who value 
walkability to both school and retail. Traffic has increased 
also.

It has totally lost its personality, charm, and become just 
another non-descript neighborhood full of big condos.

A flagship Denny’s restaurant is now an eye-soar.  A 
popular bowling alley, Sunset bowl, is now an unoccupied 
disaster.

Huge growth, significantly traffic, insufficient parking, 
higher crime.

Many, many more businesses. Different demographic - 
more young working professionals. More vibrant night 
life.

Too many condos.  Some of the character of the 
neighborhood has been lost but not as bad as many have 
thought.  It is great ot have businesses like Salmon Bay 
Gravel, Ballard Oil, Ballard Hardware and other industrial 
companies still going strong in the area.  They provide a 
great character to Ballard.

New parks and urban areas, more condos, more 
restaurants and shopping

Many townhomes have been built, decrease in both 
economic and ethnic diversity. Increase of families, young 
urbanites moving from suburbs

1) More density - old single family houses torn down 
and replaced with some not very attractive town homes 
with fewer or difficult to get to parking spaces or large 
condo buildings 2) demographics have changed - more 
younger people starting families, 3) commercial district 
revitalized although the last year has been tough - several 
vacancies and/or turnovers, 4) more transients, many 
living in vehicles parked on residential streets or near the 
industrial areas, 5) parking meters, 6) new library and 
commons park

Townhouse and condo development has dramatically 
increased. New retail has also increased drastically.

Many more businesses, condos, and there seems to be an 
increase in crime.

Population has grown a lot, tons of condos have been 
built, crime is up and way more transients/homeless are 
on the streets.

The density has greatly increased. The height of new 
buildings in Ballard is oppressive, cutting off the vistas i 
used to enjoy.

Increased traffic on the roads and side streets  more 
children  younger population
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Drastically!  Ballard was once a friendly neighborly 
community where you knew your neighbors and you felt 
comfortable being part of a Community. Over the last few 
years the DEVELOPERS have discovered Ballard and have 
systematically began to destroy the unique character that 
made it special. Individual homes and small businesses 
have been leveled for high rises / condos. For example 
we’ve lost Jacobsen’s Marine, Art by Fire, Archie McPhee, 
Olsen’s Sandinavian Foods, Scream Barbership, Denny’s, 
Epilogue Books, Best Regards, Sunset Bowl, Abraxus 
Books, the Tux Shop, and sooooo many more. The 
essence of the neighborhood has been destroyed by BIG 
BUSINESS.     Some recent bumper stickers speak best for 
what it feels like to live in Ballard these days...    Ballard: 
Fear Change”  Ballard: Why have 1 house when you could 
have 4 condos?  Ballard - The place that time forgot...and 
then suddenly remembered.  FREE BALLARD of its condo 
overlords   Ballard, R.I.P.  There Was No Place Like Ballard    
and my all time favorite...  Will the last Norwegian leaving 
Ballard Please turn Out the Lights???

More people. Library was already too small when it 
was built! We knew it..They knew it! Now we have this 
big glass box downtown with a wonderful children’s 
section that rarely gets used...books are all on the shelf 
not at all like a real children’s area where everthing is 
strewn about, like Ballard.  More transients and I’m not 
talking fishermen. There’s a difference. Too many ‘Live 
aboard landlubber’ RVs and campers hereabouts liking 
Ballard without code considerations for dwelling, readily 
available social services, free food and social amenities...
like the library.

Higher density, a lot of change in the types of businesses 
here, more hip, it appears that there are more younger 
people and families with children.

Progress is being made.  Too much grafitti and gang signs 
though.  More police.

Development (especially high-density housing) in the 
Ballard hub and on major streets.  Upscale retail and 
restaurants.  Younger residents moving in.  But, still core 
of families in single-family homes (especially outside the 
core urban village areas).

much growth (multi-use tall buildings) underway; 
downtown Ballard & park have developed nicely

Ballard has changed in many ways, positive and negative.  
When I first started visiting Ballard in 1997, it was slower 
paced, more single family homes with fewer community 
resources.      Positives, the new library is amazing, the 
work on the community spaces (the water playground 
on 22nd avenue, the green space there as well) is also 
fabulous.  There is more of a “city center” feeling to 
the center of Ballard and it’s become more of a thriving 
downtown feel.      On the negative side, there is more 
of a homeless problem especially near 15th avenue and 
on Market.  I’ve been approached multiple times for 
money by homeless while I was walking my baby.  We 
also used to live in a townhouse right off 15th avenue and 
when the weather was warm, there were often homeless 
sitting right outside my fence, sleeping on the landing 
strip next to my home, or drinking next door in front of 
a closed business (on the corner of 59th street and 15th 
street).  At night, we would sometimes hear yelling and 
foul language on the street, once I left the house in the 
morning and found broken liquor bottles/shattered glass 
along the sidewalk in front of our house.  As the mother 
of a three year old and infant, this was very distressing.    
The other negative is that it seems that there is less 
diversity in the businesses in central Ballard, Archie 
McFee’s had to leave as well as the two used bookstores 
due to rising rents.  I find this distressing.  Diversity in 
the types of businesses as well as the people is a very 
important part of a vital and active city center.      Lastly, 
Ballard seems to cater more and more to the affluent 
sector.  Ballard used to be a working class neighborhood 
and I would prefer to maintain the income diversity of the 
area as well.

Significant improvement in parks -- dramatic 
improvements at Golden Gardens, and the construction 
of several new parks.  Significant improvement in number 
and quality of restaurants.  Significant deterioration 
in traffic congestion level.  Still no Burke Gilman Trail 
-- the city should be ashamed.  Significant increase in 
the number of condos; probably this is good because it 
increases housing diversity.  (But many of these were 
presumably built in anticipation of the monorail and 
are in financial difficulty.)  Remodeling of Bay Cinema 
contributed dramatically to evening activity; the Bay 
served as a real magnet.  New library is wonderful.  Public 
transportation still pretty mediocre.

Crime has increased.  More condominiums.  Less 
maritime businesses.  Less Norwegian “old Seattle” 
charm.  No more Sunset Bowl!
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parking is ridiculous and traffic flow has not been 
addressed.  also, the influx of homeless is becoming a 
huge problem.

Lotsmore density, traffic.  Skyrocketing housing prices.  I 
couldn’t afford to live here if I  moved here now.

Many many buildings have been demolished in Ballard. 
Many condos have gone up.

I have been living Ballard since arrived in Seattle 4 
1/4 years ago.  Since my arrival, I have recognized 
the tremendous pace at which this area is growing.  I 
realize that this area has a lot of potential to grow but 
the rate at which it is happening is unnerving.  A large 
reason for this growth was the proposed monorail that 
was supposed to run down 15th but unfortunately was 
shot down.  Regardless, the multi-residential buildings 
continue to rise but Ballard’s infrastructure is not 
changing to accommodate the influx of people to this 
area.  The number of businesses is not changing, parking 
is becoming harder to find, and the overall appearance 
and feel of Ballard is slowly diminishing.   I have also 
recognized that the homeless population is beginning to 
increase which means crime is on the up-tick.

It sucks. Tell Phat Ass Nickles to pull his head out of his 
rump and do some friggin policing. Ballard sucks - it is 
infiltrated with homeless, RVs, and other scum who are 
useless to society.    I’m pissed and I’m leaving.

Condos condos and more condos.   Downtown Ballard 
more of a nightlife destination.

To the worse with the addition of the Safeway gas station 
at 83rd & 15th Aves as this is not a pedestrian friendly 
addition to the urban village

More tear-downs and larger homes built.

Tons more townhouses and condos have been built.  
Parking has become more difficult in our neighborhood 
and in the downtown area of Ballard.

Most of the numbers have changed dramatically, more 
families moving in, house prices going way up and renters 
vs owners changed dramatically.

Have noticed some changes since arriving here - more 
housing (has slowed down recently) - and lots of 
changeover in business.

Improvements in the number and quality of nearby 
restaurants, cafes and parks.

Many more people, condos, expensive stores.

More condos, more people. More restaurants. Same 
transit. A few new bike lanes.

Ballard has a lot more density over the last 5 years 
--condo’s everywhere. Its a lot more cleaned up on 
one hand but on the other Ballard seems to have 
a lot of problems that were pushed out from other 
neighborhoods --homeless, mentally ill, drugs.  I worry 
that the small town feel, with families, and old families 
might erode away even further.

There is more housing density and traffic and businesses

A large number of non descript town homes have been 
built and many new condos.  No additional traffic changes 
(such as no parking on arterials) has been implemented.  
Many young people with no apparent connection or 
sense of community have moved in.

The big change I have noticed is that condos and multi 
family housing have become ubiquitous, especially in 
south Ballard. The big, in my opinion ugly, condos are 
everywhere. The homeless problem has become a very 
big problem in downtown Ballard as well.

We lost our 24 hour, inexpensive restaurant when Denny’s 
was torn down. We lost a great family entertainment 
resource when Sunset Bowl was torn down. The missing 
link of the Burke-Gilman Trail is still unfinished. Martin 
Selig screwed us out of the Monorail.    But I’m not 
BITTER or anything...

Ballard has probably changed more than any other 
neighborhood.  We have many new condos and 
businesses.  The night life in downtown Ballard in 
hopping.  Ten years ago when you drove through Ballard 
after 9PM there was no one around. Now you can’t even 
hope to find parking.  (Which is OK since you should take 
the bus anyway.)

A lot of rapid development both housing and business, 
new parks, more community events, street development 
(sidewalks, road diets etc)
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Crown Hill has hardly changed except for the Safeway gas 
station that it’s neighbors fought fruitlessly against. Oh, 
and the tall skinny townhouses that were crammed into 
lots that could hardly accommodate them. What the City 
of Seattle was supposed to have provided over 50 years 
ago in their annexation agreement was sidewalks and we 
still don’t have them.

Growth plans have overwhelmingly been good. I’ve 
seen really run down blocks replaced with new business 
construction. However, overzealous townhome 
development (in my L1 zoned block that abutts a 
residential zoned block) has my block a really awful 
patchwork - left small 1940s houses vastly overshadowed 
by three story townhomes. The new townhome 
guidelines may be very useful for neighborhoods where 
development is not already occurring, but for those 
whose blocks were in flux, the result is a neighborhood 
in a really weird zone. If you had all townhomes, it would 
look cohesive. All small homes, cohesive. But this mish-
mash is ugly.

Yes, more condos and townhomes have been built.  Small 
businesses are disappearing

There are many more condos, more traffic, more 
businesses in Ballard.  Loss of Scandinavian culture 
related businesses.  There seem to be many more young 
children.  House values have gone way way up.  Ballard 
Ave. is thriving.  There’s been a loss of industrial jobs.  
Ballard is more of a destination for visitors from within 
and outside of the city.

In my 3 years here there have been a lot of small 
businesses that have left (that was a good draw to the 
Ballard for me) an tons of condos coming in. That makes 
it a lot less personable in my opinion.

The “foursquare” condo thing is way out of hand.  It 
would be much better to build taller units which took up 
less of the yard.  Now you get four lame, ugly houselets.

My immediate neighborhood has not really changed all 
that much physically.  We have seen quite an increase in 
neighborhood crime though, which is really a bummer.  
Lots of car prowls and drug deals.

Not much.

Sharply increased supply of condos and apartments, 
on both side streets and main avenues, and resulting in 
heavy use of parking on side streets and avenues.

Yes.  Lots of condos being built without “real parking” 
forcing more people onto the street.  Town homes with 
parking on the bottom that only the tiniest car could 
actually get into.  It’s silly.  I know some city planners 
think if they don’t build parking, people won’t have cars, 
but we don’t have mass transit at a level to completely 
replace cars yet.  And Gregory is taking credit for bike 
lanes that aren’t really bike lanes.  Sharrows, please. Let’s 
build some real one!  I also think that the city has gotten 
too heavy handed with it’s code.  Did you know that it’s 
illegal for you to build an attached garage that extends 
beyond your house front .. even if your new garage is 40 
feet from the sidewalk?

CONDO-OVERLORDS! Ballard used to be a beautiful mix 
of old and new houses and different styles of architecture, 
but recently the urban development has been noisey, 
unattractive, and seemingly unpurposeful towards 
revitalizing our neighborhood and economy.

too many townhouses, condos and speeders. i’m plenty 
sick of it all.

Too many people, too much traffic, too much crime and 
not enough police.  I do not feel as safe as I used to.

More traffic.  Housing density has increased.  Most new 
housing has displaced more affordable housing.  Fewer 
affordable single family homes (purchased by developers 
for condos, townhomes, or megahouses)  Fewer local 
grocery stores.  New park and library, nice additions.  
General maintenance of public streets, sidewalk, parks 
has diminished.  Lack of parking prohibits shopping in 
central Ballard

More housing density in Ballard Core. More traffic.

yes

Over the past three years I have seen more development 
starting to take place in Crown Hill. I don’t mind 
development and see it as necessary for a vibrant 
community. I’m thankful there is a neighborhood 
association to keep me informed of any developments 
whether transit, construction, crime etc.

more upscale and family friendly, more choices for 
shopping and dining.

Primarily older buildings are being torn down and huge 
condo units are being built.
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Much more dense, more businesses and restaurants.

The new Ballard Library and park seem to have lead the 
way for increased density and development in central 
Ballard.  I know the change is distressful for many old-
time residents, but I love it.  I moved into a small house 
in Sunset Hills in 1975 but never really liked Ballard as a 
community until recently.  The area is much more vibrant 
and lively now with a more diverse population and more 
interesting resturants, shops and community spaces.

More condos going up. It seems like there are also more 
homeless in the area.

There has been constant tear-down/new construction of 
mixed use buildings and residential homes in the area. 
There has also been a significant amount of change to the 
amount and variety of restaurants and stores in Ballard.

Ballard has gone from being a small town, to more of an 
urban center. This comes with a loss of the small town 
feel, as there seems to be more businesses (and price 
points) around young, urban, condo-dwelling residents.    
Also, we are currently in discussions with the Seattle 
Schools, that due to growing high-school populations in 
the Queen Ann/Magnolia neighborhoods, based on our 
location (near 85th) we will be bussed 3 miles away to 
Ingraham High School instead of being able to attend our 
neighborhood school (Ballard High).

Denser population. Much more housing options. Busier 
urban center.

I feel like there has been an increase in dense residential 
buildings and an increase in vacant commercial spaces.  
I’ve also seen many lots undeveloped and left in a state 
that are very unpleasant and in some cases dangerous 
to our community.  An example is the former gas station 
at 28th Ave NW and NW Market street which is now two 
large open pits which collect water and garbage.  I’ve also 
seen the value of my property decline.

Stores are closing all up and down Market St - even 
though MANY more people have moved here in the 
last year (we’re in the Gallagher building, behind Leva 
on Market - they’ve both filled up in an amazingly short 
time!). The influx of commuters has greatly effected my 
rides along the missing link - it’s FAR too dangerous now 
and I simply gave up, went back to driving my car to Fred 
Meyer. :-(

Crown Hill has had a rebirth.  As the older generation 
has passed, new families have arrived.  There are now 
kids on every street and constant home improvements 
are happening.  Also the Crown Hill neighborhood 
has gathered as a strong community with several 
groups being formed including the Crown Hill Business 
Assocition, Crown Hill Neighborhood Association, 
Sustainable Crown Hill to name the primary groups.  
It’s wonderful to walk through the neighborhood and 
actually “know” your neighbors.  Neighbors have 
raised up in great numbers to work to improve the 
neighborhood.  Including working to secure the Crown 
Hill Park and Crown Hill Community Center.  Additionally 
neighbors have invested countless hours to making our 
neighborhood safe and relatively crime free.  Crown Hill is 
back on the map and the City is listening to our needs.

Crime is way up, methaphetamine users and dealers 
are prevalent day and night up and down 15th, 14th and 
market st. Shootings are occurring at high frequency.  
There is less street parking, the city tickets you in your 
own driveway if your a little to far over the sidewalk.  
Multifamily condo developments zoned L2 and L3 sit 
for sale because no body wants to buy them because 
the poor design.  The good things are that the people 
that have lived here for a long time are now joining 
together to take some community action.  We need 
more police and tougher zoning regulations to keep the 
neighborhood safe and akin to it’s natural design.

It hasn’t changed

With the continued addition of new large multi-family 
housing development, the population is both increasing, 
and (probably--I’ve not seen statistics) getting younger. 
There seems to be a slight increase in retail/service 
companies in the area, but perhaps not really enough to 
keep up with the higher demands of a larger population.

The population has grown a lot since the plan was 
adopted and the plan does not reflect the density of the 
neighborhood.

Most dramatic changes have been the replacement of 
smaller homes with enormous homes that do not fit in 
with the neighborhood.  Also, the replacement of homes 
with the ubiquitous 3-story town homes.    Street signs 
have been replaced, but the pavement on the roads is in 
pretty bad shape (80th & 85th strees northwest).  Huge 
improvements at Golden Gardens park, downtown 
Ballard, Burke-Gilman Trail, etc.
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It’s wonderful that Ballard has come alive and is now one 
of the ‘hippest’ areas of Seattle. Sadly, this is not without 
downsides. While I agree in principle to dense urban 
building, it had not seemed to prevent suburban sprawl 
and has made Ballard harder to navigate. Many of us 
live too far to walk to the center, especially if carrying is 
involved. It’s difficult to park and a real pain to run several 
errands. The new buildings came with inadequate parking 
and we all compete for the street, together with outsiders 
who come to enjoy the action. Public transportation is 
sparse north of the center and not an option.

Awful.  Too much traffic, not enough parking, too many 
people, not enough planning for it.  Too expensive to live 
in anymore

Lots of younger people and families moving in.  Great 
new restaurants and businesses.  Love the new parks!  
Transient problem and littering have gotten worse and 
worse over the last three years.

Our neighborhood seems to have more crime than 
when we purchased our house 5 years ago. Car break-ins 
happen almost nightly and we are now seeing more and 
more drug deals happening within plain sight during the 
day.

The neighborhood has changed considerably by the sheer 
number of condo units in Ballard. While the condos make 
the neighborhood more affordable, the over population 
and continued proposed projects, really are changing 
the character of the neighborhood to one that doesn’t 
neccessarily value Ballard. There is a fine line between 
affordable housing and just clumping too many people in 
one area.

Too many apt to condo conversions, or brand new condos 
being built.  The worst outcome of this situation is there is 
no more affordable housing for rent in Ballard anymore.  
And they can’t even sell the existing condos and are still 
building more!

Less single family housing more condos

Neighborhood has dramatically improved since I moved 
here in 2000.  Development of high-density residential 
units has added tremendously to area, including 
restaurants, bars, movie theater, and commercial 
establishments.  Parks and new library have added 
additional positive benefit to area.  Many homes in the 
area have gone through significant renovations because 
Ballard is no longer just a “starter home” neighborhood.

Much more dense in population creating extra traffic 
and difficulty parking in the Ballard business area.  More 
homeless people, trash and crime.

It has made some nice improvements with the new 
library and the water park.  I do think it has gotten more 
generic with businesses and condos that can be seen 
any where. It has lost a bit of its character.  Plus, the 
number one thing that concerns me is the amount of 
loitering and problems with people gathering in parks 
and in front of buildings that makes my family and 
friends uncomfortable. For instance, we lived across 
from SoundView Playfield and the number of high school 
students that gather there on Fridays and Saturdays is 
very disturbing. One night I counted 60 teens. They were 
EXTREMELY loud, drinking alcohol and blasting music. Of 
course, we always call the non-emergency police number 
but it gets very old doing that every weekend.

Buildings being torn down and nothing being built up, 
thus it looks trashy and crime-ridden.

Downtown Ballard area has become inaccessible to 
me.  I now never go there to shop because I have to park 
half way between here an home and the amount for 
parking is half cost of a latte. Also too far to walk and 
carry purchases home.  So, I now shop north of Crown 
Hill or drive east to University Village. I don’t take the bus 
because it usually has either drunks or angry teens on 
it.  Golden Gardens has become a garbage dump, poor 
Seattle employees have to clean up our ‘visitors’ after 
every warm day.  Library is great building but bums sitting 
outside spoil a visit and I haven’t noticed an increase 
in books since construction. So I drive to Greenwood 
branch. We’ve noticed more theft and vandalism in our 
neighborhood in the past 5 years. How about a streetcar 
to run up 24th and around 85th down 14th and over to 
market? Re-routing our 18 bus to do a loop is a shame.  It 
had fewer drunks and obnoxious teens than the 15th, also 
ran by where a lot of seniors live (I am not a senior). The 
multi-family dwellings in downtown Ballard are nicely 
built, but cost more than most of the houses around here.  
Hard to see that as an improvement.

I’ve only been there for 3 months and it is currently 
changing rapidly.

Bigger, badder, more trafficky.

Fast development and increase in density, loss of some 
neighborhood charm/livability.
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Small businesses closing down, condo’s going up.

The old cornerstones of my community have disappeared 
and have been replaced with vacant lots or architecturally 
vapid developments.  Ballard has lost all of the charm and 
character that made me want to live here.

yes.

It has changed for the good and bad over the past 
decade. The reality of higher density living means more 
traffic, congestion and ugly high rise buildings. The 
demographic has changed tremendously with a much 
younger and diversified population. Thats for the best- 
but I wish there was a way to maintain the past historical 
relevance to all this expansion. I love the fact that Ballard 
felt like a small town within a city and that it was not 
pretentious but based on a strong working middle class. 
I think we are well on the way of losing that. I think it 
is very important that small independant businesses 
can thrive here. It has been sad to see so many older 
businesses close their doors.

Recently a few local Ballard businesses have gone away 
and more bars have come in.

As soon as the ‘The Bay’ movie theater opened many 
years ago, this community ‘stayed up past 6pm’ that was 
the beginning of a rejuvenated Ballard! Since then I have 
watched ‘the cannon effect’ take place, with all of the 
many new multi storied Condos and apartments being 
and continue to be built. Along with that more young 
families, old houses refurbished, many new shops (come 
and go). The Ballard Commons Park is a great place to 
see how our neighborhood has changed. There you get 
both young and old, families and singles, home owners 
and homeless all in one little block of Ballard! There are 
MANY more bike riders all around Ballard, the B.G. Trail 
that is complete from the Locks to Golder Gardens is 
beautiful and well traveled by walkers, runners, strollers, 
boarders, wheel chairs and of course bikes.The bike lanes 
are ‘OK’ and the bike share lanes are ridiculous, why too 
much traffic traveling way to fast, really taking a risk 
using either! The library is TOO small for our reading 
community, we knew that before it was built! Wish we 
had the rail to downtown and West Seattle that was 
promised, is there still hope?

More condos, less funky stuff (I really miss Sunset Bowl), 
but I feel like the things that were good about Ballard are 
still good.

lots more townhouses, bars, restaurants and 
retail boutiques. Its become more of a destination 
neighborhood for young people.

I’ve only been in the neighborhood for a year. Major 
observation is the continued increase in the number of 
large multi-unit condo/apartment complexes. Traffic 
seems heavier.

New development is happening, new businesses, new 
zoning for more density. I like it. The community is vibrant 
and the businesses are nicer. Plus, Ballard is no longer a 
suburb, it is in the urban core, we should plan accordingly.

Purchased a home over a year ago after returning to the 
area. We lived here around 10 years ago.  Things were 
not very appealing over 10 years ago, then when we 
were looking to buy there seemed to be a shift in the 
area, for the positive, however, in the last 9 months the 
area has rapidly seen a decline.  Crime is outrageous, 
graffiti problems everywhere, homeless people publicly 
intoxicated or worse high on drugs, dedicating and 
urinating publicly. Permits issued for building, buildings 
and building lots sit, almost single handedly bringing 
down the area, homeless taking up the areas, trash  
everywhere, tagging on anything  and everything, 
everywhere one looks.

I see a lot of renters within the homes.  Renting rooms 
and adding to parking congestion.

The amount of building develpment is astounding and 
not appreciated.

More Density  More Crime  More Traffic  Less Parking  
More Garbage on the streets  More vagrants and drunks 
in the parks and panhandling on the streets  Higher rents 
and home costs  Fewer families

I have one free city tree.  The businesses on 15th that 
seemed to be liquid-they don’t typically stick around or 
are unclear in intent have vacated and are for lease or 
been replaced with something a little more stable.  The 
traffic on 15th is more congested.  The left turn traffic 
light at Market is to short for the amount of congestion. 
There is significantly more graffiti in the neighborhood.  
We have one or two more parks, a non-grass field.  There 
is an oddly placed traffic camera further up on 15th ave 
NW that I do not understand or appreciate.  A homeless 
shelter moved into our neighborhood and there are more 
people wandering the streets at night and during the day.
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More small businesses and new housing.

More population density - less overall development on 
the infrastructure to support it.  NIMBY culture.

There has been a nearly complete change of businesses 
along Ballard Ave and quite a dramatic change along 
Market St.  Since the major apartment buildings are 
leasing up, it is still early to gauge the impact of the new 
residents.  While I miss the old businesses and used many 
of them (metal shops, alternator rebuilders), there are 
far less empty storefronts on Ballard Ave.  The downtown 
with library, park, restaurants and weekly farmers market 
are far more family firendly.

Too Many Condos.   Great new park spaces.  Less space 
for parking and poor mass transit, where is the mass 
transit to South Lake Union??

More condos, fewer small businesses, long-time small 
business closed, buildings demolished & not replaced or 
developed, have also noticed what seems like an increase 
in petty crime and public drunkeness.

ballard library and park across the street, become 
“vogue” to be there, some good businesses have come 
in, some good businesses have left, 14th NW has been 
cleaned up

The most notable changes to Ballard since my living here 
has been population and density of the district.

Condo construction/completion has led to a dramatic 
increase in traffic on Market Street and on the streets 
connecting Leary and Market.   I’ve also noticed much 
more drug-related activity during all hours of the day 
and night, and the dealers make no attempt to disguise 
what they’re doing.   The nightlife has also changed from 
primarily local residents to outsiders who come in on 
the weekends to go to King’s Hardware, People’s Pub, 
The Loft, and Bal Mar Lounge.  In NYC we used to call 
these people the “B and T” crowd (bridge and tunnel) 
because they came into Manhattan from Staten Island, 
New Jersey, Long Island, and upstate New York. In Ballard 
we could call them the Bridge and Freeway kids, and 
while most of them are just in town to have fun and then 
drive home drunk, some of them seem to find wonton 
vandalism a necessary part of the experience as well.

Population density has risen, along with gross rent.  The 
amount of obvious homelessness has risen, especially 
with transient populations in motor homes along the 14th 
ave corridor.

Most wonderful...the new Ballard Library!   Lots of condos 
going up, more of a yuppie feel.

It’s pretty obvious that the average age of residents in 
this neighborhood has come down significantly, there are 
more families and the neighborhood has been developed 
fairly aggressively for housing density and retail space. In 
short, there has been a fair amount of turnover in housing 
and business.

Lots of development, old businesses seem to be on their 
way out.

The condos coming in has changed the type of person 
living in Ballard. It is no longer as family and community 
oriented.

My neighborhood has changed slightly in the last 10 
years. There are a few more neighborhood parks and the 
average age of residents is younger.

Ballard Ave is revitalized; Area around Ballard Bridge is 
developing nicely (except for Mars Hill); The city blew the 
missing link...

There has been a huge shift in community involvement 
and push to be a greener community.  Seems that 
neighbors are reaching out and supporting each other 
more and that there is a sense of pride in this.  Ballardites 
seem to be particularly proud of their community and 
care what is going on in it.  Also, there has been a ton of 
condo buildings put up and I think that makes Ballardites 
a little uncomfortable and unhappy.

More condos and apartments, increasing urban density  
Loss of “blue collar” jobs, manufacturing and some 
marine relate business  Better city services (City Service 
Center and Library)  More shopping, better variety 
(Trader Joe’s)
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Dramatically.  A sleepy, distant neighborhood has 
transformed a la Belltown into a destination shopping/
drinking/eating hotspot.  Incredible amounts of 
development (~3K units under construction in Ballard’s 
downtown district), massive increases in traffic 
congestion, huge turnover in small, local businesses in the 
retail core (Sunset Bowl, RIP). Not enough improvements 
on pedestrian/bike/transit given the density we are 
absorbing. On the positive side, a great new library/
park, progress on the BG Trail (save for the missing link 
fiasco - that rail corridor should not have been permitted 
to the ‘rail company’ that runs it’s single car up and down 
the track along Shilshole), great new facility at Golden 
Gardens beach and the port improvements along the 
marina.

Ballard has become the Brooklyn of the PNW.  People 
love the community feel, but the development  and 
increased density, which does not have to preclude a 
sense community, is steadily destroying it.  Massive 
condos and luxury apartments continue to be built 
despite the fact that tenancy is negligible, and local 
businesses are forced out due to the anticipated high 
end value of rental property.  Furthermore, given that 
Ballard was targeted to be a high-density neighborhood 
for Seattle, the infrastructure necessary to support that 
has not followed, i.e., parking is increasingly difficult and 
the post office at 17th and 57th faces closure; the QFC on 
24th has been out of commission due to the construction 
of condos no one can afford.  Should we talk about 
the whole townhouse zoning laws debacle?  It affects 
a neighborhood more than just aesthetically.  I have a 
friend who can no longer garden in her back yard because 
townhomes went up on either side of her modest home, 
and completely shaded her back yard.  If the City (not 
Ballard) didn’t require that townhomes provide their 
own parking, maybe they wouldn’t be creating 4-story 
monstrosities on small, former single-dwelling plots.  I 
would rather give up parking than sunlight.

Home prices have gone up, more single person or 
childless families have moved in, more and more houses 
are being torn down for townhomes

Many more condos that are so high they block the sun.  
Parking is horrible.  Local/family establishments have 
gone out of business.  And now the teenageers hang out 
and get into trouble.    I like many of the changes, but I do 
feel that Ballard is losing its character.

Much more density. With that, lots of traffic. Living 
density was planned, transportation accommodations 
haven’t matched up.

It’s gotten worse. Traffic and parking are horrible and the 
new development has forced out all of the character in 
Ballard

Overdevelopment of village core at the expense of 
existing businesses, industrial concerns, and residents 
has been rampant. Ballard is now unsustainable. New 
businesses cater to the newly-arrived condo dwellers and 
we feel pushed out of our town. This is not a matter of 
an inflexible old ballardite that can’t see Mayor Nichols 
vision, rather, I am a professor of Environmental Science 
who knows better.

New park, bike path, updates at Golden Gardens, many 
many condos, my grocery store torn down, many updates 
along Ballard Ave, Changing streets designs, bike lines, 
etc.

There is a lot more art. The new library and nearby park 
with water feature and skate park have been added 
successfully, and I enjoy the art on the Ballard Bridge. 
Bergen Place was redone but it is not inviting or used 
much. Artificial turf was put in Loyal Heights playfield 
after neighbors’ concerns were virtually ignored by the 
mayor and city. It is used more by sports teams, but 
the neighbors have been displaced. People used to use 
the field with their families, and there used to be a lot 
more wildlife around. There is greater urban density 
with all the condominiums which I think is a good thing. 
Unfortunately, with the recession we have lost a lot of 
businesses and it’s sad to see all the vacant storefronts. 
We still need more transportation options besides the bus 
and our cars!

A lot of town houses and condos have been built. They 
tore down the bowling alleys. More restaurants.

Many, many more condos, townhouses and apartments.  
More residents.  Many older buildings torn down.

The growth has been exponential.  Downtown Ballard is 
becoming much more revitalized and is encouraging both 
neighbors and people from other neighborhoods to shop 
here.

Noticing more homeless people in the neighborhood 
parks and on 15th Ave NW and Market Street.
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I am grateful in that I see the plans moving toward a more 
stable economy (excusing what Bush has done - but no 
excuse for what he has done.)

many more townhomes, houses and condos built.    we 
love the ballard commons park, burke extension, new 
library and new stores along market and old ballard ave.    
another highlight is the farmers market.

Yes - there are many more fashionable restaurants and 
boutique furnishings and clothing shops in Ballard.

The population density of Ballard has gone way up, 
while transit service and road capacity have remained 
essentially stagnant. The main business district in old 
Ballard has undergone a great renewel, but with that 
has come a popularity of the neighborhood drawing in 
diners, shoppers, and bar patrons from other parts of 
the city, and no place to put their cars, and not a good 
public transportation option to offer visitors to the 
neighborhood as an alternative to driving here. On the 
weekends and evenings in particular when most of these 
visitors show up, bus service is sparse. The new parks 
are nice, as is the library. We’re still suffering a bit from 
constant construction. On 24th ave in particular, we have 
been missing what should be a major pedestrian sidewalk 
for over two years straight now due to construction of 
new condos. Seriously; when can we get our sidewalk 
back?

Much more of the Burke-Gilman exists, bike paths have 
increased. A large number of new housing units have 
been built, and many more stores are open throughout 
the week. There’s a great library branch open 7 days a 
week, a park, skate bowl... The Farmers Market started 
and developed into a huge event with a strong following. 
Some of the added traffic is negative, and it’s frustrating 
that the trail’s not complete (for 15 years I’ve been riding 
my bike to this neighborhood) but that older businesses 
are losing ground due to rent hikes.

Hate all the condos going up and not keeping the old 
Ballard alive.  Crown Hill could use some sprucing up - but 
not with high condos.

It has become much more congested and crowded. There 
are fewer single family homes.

Much more density in housing making traffic and parking 
much worse!!  The new library is great.  Crime is up!!  I 
love the Crown Hill elementary rec center idea.  Too many 
condos and apartments - too many tall buildings - you 
are blocking out the sun!  Nice revitalized downtown with 
shops and restaurants

It has changed quite a bit in just the last 3 years.

Increased traffic and density. There are not enough 
transportation to offset this increase. More pressure on 
existing facilities- libraries, parks,etc.

Condos, condos, condos!  Doesn’t seem like there was 
any planning for additional cars on the roads when 
single family homes were torn down to make room for 
condos and mult-family town homes.  15th Avenue is 
now a congested mess in A.M. and P.M. hours.  Also, 
new restaurants, boutiques and theaters have increased 
weekend congestion.

Increased density (not a bad thing). Increased traffic 
(expected). Harder to drive down side streets since cars 
are parked on both sides. Ballard’s gone from “snooze 
junction” to “hot spot”. Love revitalization of old movie 
theater and restaurant and retail additions in Ballard. 
Recession has sadly caused some of my favorite retail 
shops to go out of business. Sorry to see demise of some 
old “institutions” (Sunset Bowl and Denny’s).

Much higher-density housing in the areas between 65th 
and Market, and 8th and 24th.  Rejuvenated downtown 
core along Ballard Ave with boutique clothing and home 
shops, nicer restaurants, and other services.

Houses that were rental have been converted back to 
single family owned, many owned by families with young 
children

Lots of growth.  Lots of construction.  Too many condos.

Seems like there is more drug dealing and transient 
issue.  The shopping, restaurants, and community events 
seemed to have improved and gotten more frequent.

Many more town houses, many more apartment/condo 
buildings, more crowded buses.  Changes made to 
improve vehicle traffic flow on arterials have been made 
at the expense of ease of pedestrian traffic.  Positive 
changes include the development of the library/civic 
center/park near Market St and the new pocket parks on 
17th and near 70th.
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More density in the form of condos and apartments; 
more expensive; faster traffic; no significant transit 
improvements.

So many new condos!!! So much construction. We like the 
new library and park, but so many other updates feel like 
they are not integrated into the community yet. Many 
construction projects have been put on hold, creating 
neglected, ugly, unsafe areas. The neighborhood also 
seems to have far more transients and folks with obvious 
drug/alcohol problems. As a mother of young kids, I really 
wish there were more visible, friendly neighborhood cops 
around. We occasionally see police cars drive by but rarely 
(almost never?) see officers in the community helping 
establish good relations, quell smaller problems, etc. We 
could sure use that. Also, we are still very sad that the 
monorail project was abandoned; buses don’t seem to 
be keeping up with demand and aren’t very easy to use 
with young kids. We would use and like a streetcar option. 
Lastly, we like to bike and are anxiously awaiting the 
continuation of the Burke-Gilman trail and other safety 
improvements for recreational and commuter biking 
throughout the neighborhood.

Traffic is a lot heavier everywhere. It’s hard to get across 
Holman Road or Leary Way. I don’t like the feel of driving 
through canyons down in Ballard with all the high rise. 
Ballard Ave is too trendy for my taste.

More large condo/apartment buildings have been built 
and appear to be more homeless/street persons in parks 
and along Market/Ballard Ave. But positively lots of great 
new restaurants!

Older homes are being torn down and replaced with tall 
skinny condos with NO parking.

Have seen the changes made listed in the status report 
(library etc).  “Nicer” businesses have gone up along 15th 
ave.

I moved to Ballard from Capitol Hill in May 2009. Since 
then, many small businesses have closed on Market 
Street - Olsen’s, Epilogue Books, Ballard Camera, Best 
Regards, etc. I really hope that’s not a trend...because 
Market seems like it’s headed down the same path that 
Broadway on Capitol Hill followed - businesses closed, 
tagging/vandalism increased, panhandlers got more 
numerous and aggressive, it was a ghost town in the 
morning.

Crown Hill has more neighborhood groups that gather 
regularly to improve our neighborhood. For example 
our neighborhood has three new traffic circles to slow 
down traffic (along 95th). Small Faces purchased along 
with Seattle City Parks Dept. now own the old Crown Hill 
Elementary school house. New library and community 
parks in Ballard. More gang activity and less police 
presence at Golden Gardens makes us not want to go 
there at night. More condo’s off 8th that impact traffic 
(illegally parked cars on 97th near 8th Avenue N.W.). 
Traffic has become more dangerous (speeders are a 
challenge for pedestrians to cross street or cars to turn to 
side streets) along Holman/15th Avenue N.W. Bus service 
continues to be ineffective to get to my work place (takes 
more than 1 1/2 hours each way with transfers) so I drive 
daily (takes me 20 minutes).

much more density in population - neighbors renting 
more, renting out dwellings as vacation rentals, more 
noise, crime and transient campers in the area

It has changed quite quickly as far as housing, but some 
things are slower to change then others such as services 
and transportation.

YES! The demographics seem to be younger, yet there 
are fewer children. There is less natural light on the 
major “canyons” - they used to be streets but with the 
multi-story dwellings cropping up, they have become 
“canyons”. My greatest concern is the quality of new 
construction. Although I mourn the loss of the bungalow I 
also believe in the need for density. However the shoddy 
construction and hideous buildings that I see emerging 
in Ballard and other neighborhoods seem contrary to 
the notion of sustainability. My home was built in 1960, 
during a past Seattle housing boom. With the exception 
of a couple of new roofs it has needed little in terms of 
repairs. I know that my home will still be standing in 
twenty or thirty years, or more. I suspect that the new 
construction in my neighborhood will not last much 
beyond the next decade.

Yes, my block has changed quite a bit, with the 
demolition of a at least two homes and the construction 
of two monster homes, featured in the Seattle Times, and 
four town homes.
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The neighborhood has become more dense, with more 
services (restaurants, etc) and a more lively nightlife.  
The demographic of people living there has generally 
swung to the more affluent side.  To the negative, It has 
also allowed some unwise density and infill building.  
The townhouses that have been allowed to propagate 
are mind bogglingly ugly and have detracted from the 
feel of the area.   While I support smart growth/density, 
the excessive permitting of larger buildings has brought 
more people to the area than it is capable of serving with 
existing services -- particularly transportation.

Just in the last 5 years (since living in Ballard), the 
density of condominiums has drastically increased. 
The population of adults in Ballard has also increased; 
in tandem, the traffic (such as on Market Street) has 
significantly worsened.

na

In the 2 years that I’ve been here I’ve seen a MASSIVE 
influx of homeless and panhandlers, increased drug 
activity in public places, exponential growth of people 
living in RVs and campers, more graffitti, and crime.

Much more traffic.  Parking meters--used to be able to 
park for free for 2 hours.  Many more upscale restaurants 
and shops.

Many more people, lots more apartments and condos.  
same or less public transportation.  less free parking 
available.  fewer everyday shopping stores.  more coffee 
shops and bars...more homeless.

The area has been overrun by large developments of 
condos and apartments, many of which increase density 
and traffic but

There is an over abundance of rental properties and 
condo units. It has changed the overall quaint feel of 
Ballard. It is now a condenced living area and more traffic. 
More rentals that owners which can bring down the 
overall feel of the neighborhood and the upkeep.

I have seen improvements in the parks, but have seen 
little improvement in public transit or public safety.  In 
fact, I have noticed more homeless and less effort by the 
city to help those in need.  It also seems as if all aspects of 
crime have gotten worse.

There is much more nightlife and street activity in the 
commercial district. More restaurants. More traffic. 
Parking is scarcer. The neighborhood is much less 
“sleepy”. There seem to be more visitors from outside the 
neighborhood, particularly in the evenings and during 
special events.

- Traffic has increased due to inability to provide 
additional public transportation and pedestrian 
infrastructure.  - With the exponential increase in 
residential units in Ballard specifically, it is ironic that the 
politicians in power have not taken into consideration the 
demand on the current transportation grid.  - Not enough 
has been provided for bicyclist and pedestrians: cars are 
still speeding aggressively down 24th Ave NW; down 28th 
Ave. NW; buses are continuously full for bus #17, 18 & 15, 
but yet: we have no say in increased public transportation 
because SDOT can barely figure out how to plow snow off 
an artierial roadway ;).

There is an increasing number of multi-story 
condominiums that are built. It has become harder to find 
parking. There are more restaurants serving a variety of 
food. The retail sector of the neighborhood has improved 
and modernized. The Ballard Sunday Market has become 
a weekly tradition for the neighborhood. Finally, I feel like 
the parks are improving, becoming more user friendly 
for the neighborhood. I think the changes are positive 
overall, but I also see the “small town” feel of Ballard 
disappearing.

I lived here for awhile in 2000-2001, moved and then 
returned in 2007.  Ballard seems to have changed a lot 
since then.  There are many, many more condos and large 
buildings.  A lot more upscale stores and resturants, plus 
the new park and library.  There also seems to be a lot 
more families and small children.  However along with 
that there seems to be a large increase in the number of 
homeless people, grafitti and crime.

Demographics has changed quite a bit... more upper-
middle class individuals and families in the Loyal Heights 
area and much younger population in the dental Ballard 
area. I have a no statistical proof to back this up, but 
it’s just an observation. Shift from “skinny” home 
constructions to high-density condos.
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“Main Street” Ballard used to be a great place to go stroll 
around and meet neighbors, grab some great food and 
just hang out.  Now you can hardly get near it.  We still go 
stroll around but we make sure to go at off times - forget 
hanging out on a Fri, Sat or Sun anymore.  TOOOO many 
cars, tooo many people (most, I notice are not even from 
Ballard), and Many are new townees from all the new 
condos.    We love the library, Nordic Museum, Ballard 
Community Center (though the toddler area could be 
cleaner/cleaned-up).    Parking was never great, to say 
the least - now - forget it.  I’m all for walking places but 
we have 2 boys under the age of 2 and live in far north 
Ballard so it’s not usually feasible to meander that far 
on foot.    The number of parks seems to be growing, 
and they (for the most part) seem to be improving.  I 
still think the bathrooms at nearly ALL of them need 
SEVERE attention and Golden Gardens (our downhill 
neighbor) is awful with teen parties/fights/intimidation 
anytime after 5pm weekday or not.      I love that we still 
don’t have many “chain” restaurants here... I love & we 
purposely frequent all the unique little eateries & shops.    
Still AWFUL bus/car friction up & down 85th.  Buses (& 
potholes) lead to some very stressful daily drives as we 
live right off of 85th.    I like some of the clean-up that 
seems to be going on in Crown Hill... would be great to 
get that strip cleaned up on 15th from Market up to 85th.  
What a great opportunity going to waste with all the 
crap along there.  High traffic and hardly any “daily” type 
shops/restaurants along there.  And some greenery along 
the road?  Something... we have a nice home & a nice 
neighborhood but on the drive here, you’d never know 
it, that area looks bad and attracts some not so ‘warm 
& fuzzy’ feeling folks as well.  We avoid it on our walks.    
Graffiti, ugh.    I’ve re-read this and it all sounds negative, 
sorry.  We do love Ballard & Crown Hill and we spend A 
LOT of time in both areas and I guess would just love to 
be able to spend more of our strolling time and money in 
our own local areas but in many cases we go elsewhere 
due to parking, rough teens, non-availability, etc.

Huge changes to downtown Ballard.  Library and park are 
superb.  Market street commerce and old ballard ave also 
have changed positively -- many more services, shops, 
restaurants.  New parks and others being developed.  
Addition of large condo and apartment buildings.  The 
Sunday market has grown up too, which is great.  Parking 
is bad, but that’s OK by me.

More People, More noise, More traffic.

Creation of the new civic area, including the library and 
the neighborhood service center have been a great 
benefit to the community. Even in the last two years, 
there has been a shift in the character of the community. 
The number of homeless people in our parks has made 
both the Commons and Bergen Place unusable, and 
has made passing the library a bit of a hassle. There 
is also a lot of public drug use and drunkenness in the 
parks.    I think the creation of new, more dense housing 
will be a net benefit for the community, and will help us 
create a more sustainable city, although the rents and/
or purchase price of these units are all at the high end, 
making it difficult for many older, lower-income residents 
to stay in Ballard.    The thing that Ballard really needs is 
better transit connections, including a single-seat ride to 
Montlake which would make connections to the Eastside 
easier. A Sounder stop would be of limited benefit unless 
the service ran more often. Light rail or streetcars would 
both be preferable to the bus-rapid plan that’s currently 
on the table.

less businesses.

Tremendous growth and emergence of a true walking 
neighborhood downtown (Ballard).  That part is good.  
Unfortunately we’ve lost some icons such as Olson’s, 
Ballard Camera, All the Kings Flags and almost all the 
book stores.

Noticeably more condos, and a number of local 
businesses have disappeared. Motor-vehicle traffic seems 
to have increased, and there seems to be more aggressive 
drivers. Transients and homeless have increased, and so 
has crime.     I haven’t seen any signs of commuter rail yet.     
I haven’t seen any signs of development on the Burke-
Gilman in years. As a bicycle commuter, I find the options 
heading south into downtown as extremely dangerous 
(the Ballard Bridge) or annoying (the Ballard Locks where 
I have to walk a bike for a bit and deal with waterfront 
park closures -- ala Hempfest).

Increase in housing costs and vertical housing. The recent 
condominiums have driven up rents. Me and my spouse 
have lived in Ballard for 4 years

Just got there in February.

Has become more dense with more housing options.  this 
is good.

Worse parking.
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Small houses are torn down and replaced with 
monstrosities - zero lot line, half-lot houses, deep lots cut 
in half and two houses deep being built, no real plan for 
density in the west edge of Ballard, streets over-burdened 
with cars being parked and left for weeks at a time 
instead of being put in garages (which don’t generally 
exist) or in alleys (which have been removed or houses 
built up to the lot line so no room for a car back there), 
leaving streets to be perilous to drive down. Sidewalks 
deteriorating. Bus routes being cut.

the emphasis on developers having sway over public 
interest is a concern...  Sunset Bowl is a good example 
of that.    some improvements have been made for 
bike/pedestrian access but more needs to be done - i.e. 
extension of sidewalks North of 85th.

Parks & the Burke Gilman have been completed/
improved. The Burke Gilman is not completed and 
the section that isn’t completed is probably the most 
dangerous area for bike commuters, let’s get it done!  
Density of housing from condos seems to be exponential, 
while I agree with high density housing in urban settings 
it would be nice to see affordable housing being built 
rather than just boutique condo developments. Ballard is 
no longer the affordable neighborhood populated by the 
‘newly wed and nearly dead’ demographic it used to be 
and seems to consist mainly of newly wed white couples 
with good incomes.

Much more crowded, particularly due to single family 
dwelling being converted into multi family dwellings.  
This seems to bring both good and bad.  Good is that 
Ballard is more fun, vibrant, thriving, diverse.  The 
“downtown” Ballard urban center is wonderfully 
eclectic.  The bad: parking.  Most single family dwelling 
conversions are executed with seemingly little or no 
consideration for the demand on parking.  Take a single 
family dwelling with a one car garage and turn that lot 
into four single family dwellings with one car garages 
and, well...do the math.  The side streets are clogged 
with cars.  Also seeing more crime, graffiti, pan handlers/
homeless.  Not sure how much of this is attributable 
to the population density versus the current economic 
conditions.

too much emphasis on large housing complexes vs. single 
family homes.   too many renters, not enough home 
owners.   this leads to complacency on issues such as 
crime, community etc.

Some historical and old buildings have been taken down. 
Some old buildings have not been replaced, nor are there 
plans to do so. Some cottage units have been developed. 
Some small businesses have failed; whereas others have 
thrived. Crime has increased.

When we moved to Ballard in 1992, there was big change 
in the retail core along Market, very similar to what we 
are seeing today.  Vacant storefronts and tranistion due 
to the economy.  Revilization occurred and the Leary/
Ballard Ave/24th movement expanded beyond Market St.  
I am all for tearing down the buildings that have not been 
kept up and becoming more dense to a point.  The unit lot 
subdivisions are unappealing and should have some sort 
of design standards.

The population of Ballard has grown in the 5+ years I’ve 
lived here, as have the related issues of traffic, parking, 
etc.

When I was growing up in Ballard, it was a beautiful, 
quaint area with history and lots to do. Now, it is dense. 
There is no parking. I have nothing to do because the 
shops that reflected the history of Ballard have been 
replaced by bars and giant, ugly condos and apartments. 
The developers have taken out trees, grass, plants and 
old buildings to build giant, concrete structures. Ballard is 
horrible now. The families are leaving and now, just next 
door to me, my once humble, single-family neighborhood 
is being disrespected by developers who buy houses, tear 
them down to build townhouses, and then leave with the 
money. I hate this plan and all my neighbors hate it too. 
Also, light rail is noisy and disruptive and Ballard DOES 
NOT want it.

My neighborhood has diversified dramatically, with 
both an increase in low-rent and high-end housing. 
The average age of residents has dropped. In the 
commercial area, attractive two- and three-story mixed-
use buildings have been razed and replaced by towering 
high rises; outside the core, older single-family homes 
are being replaced by multi-family dwellings, many of 
them shoddily constructed, with little or no parking 
places. Many core businesses (grocery, bookstores) have 
been displaced by high-end restaurants and clothing 
boutiques, requiring that we drive rather than walk to get 
basics. I now go to affordable neighborhoods (Greenwood 
or Fremont) when I want to eat out. Traffic on Market 
Street has become congested on weekends. Burglary 
and vandalism, even in the Sunset Hill residential 
neighborhood, has gone from rare to “every day.”
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More condos, more densely populated.  Prices for nearly 
everything have increased.

Increase in density.

more condo’s, downtown ballard has grown to a real 
community for music, food, parks, art and etc.

Influx of unsheltered homeless as well as homeless 
shelters.  More trees.  More graffiti.  Seems like more 
crime, too.

Neigborhood has really cleaned up and had huge change 
in housing market. I own my own business on Ballard Ave, 
started it 12 years ago. The street was dirty and desolate 
with many drunks hanging around and entering my 
business. I was attracted to the fact that is was a mixed 
use of industrial and retail, so I am happy we all prevailed 
and the ave has grown into one of most visited and 
vibrant historic streets in Seattle.

We are having a disturbing problem with criminal street 
activity, drug activity in our parks and homelessness that 
has seemed to accelerate terribly in the last couple years.

yes, most of the businesses i grew to love and support 
are being phased out by rest. and bars, the crowd is not 
local, but it is a destination spot for other neighborhoods 
to get away to, the people who worked hard to make 
this a community can no longer afford to live here, and 
we too as a hard working local family are getting phased 
out of our neighborhood and school, the high school 
students hang out in the street instead of having a 
diner(dennys) or bowling alley to attend, play, be indoors 
entertaining themselves, they are out in my yard littering 
and driving recklessly up and dow the st. (60th nw) i don’t 
feel a strong connection with my condo neighbors and 
businesses as ballard becomes a part of the city and not a 
commmunity:(

Increased HH - with reflect to HIgh Density living. And of 
course the cost of living and ave cost of housing.

It’s gentrified quite a bit; things are nicer, shinier and a lot 
more expensive.

Not really considering I have only lived here for about a 
month

I was involved in contributing to those initial plans/
meetings.  It seemed to me that they sort of went into 
the “dusty book shelf” once they were completed . . . 
the old plan that is put together and never really used.  
But, the downtown Libary and park were completed and 
Gillman Park playfield improved.  But, the playfield, when 
there are no games or the wading pool isn’t filled in the 
winter attracks transients who use the park as their home 
- often they are drinking and it makes it unpleasant for 
people in general and those with kids in particular.  Too 
many townhouses that all look the same cover blocks 
throughout Ballard . . .they are generally too tall and 
tower over houses next door.  With no “design” control 
. . . we have many “cookie cutter” townhouses now in 
Ballard - looks bad, doesn’t fit in . . .driveway access 
not used since hard to park in the garages so more cars 
parking on the street . . . crowded streets with cars . . .you 
can harding get down the street now . .. except one car 
at a time.  More downtown development of condo’s and 
apartments which is good . . .a virbrant downtown Ballard 
is good for keeping crime down and getting people out 
walking.  The Fred Meyer’s developed south ballard/
Leary turned out to be a great development - looks good, 
walking distance.  The safeway on the corner of Market 
and 15th is a  MESS!!!!! They wanted that corner but don’t 
take care of it . . . crap and garbage all around it . . . I hate 
to even walk near it!  Trader Joes good addition near 14th 
and Leary . . . Some of the pocket parks add some nice 
breaks from the housing as you walk the neighborhoods.  
We need more trees in Ballard . . .still not enough trees 
and often when they get put in . . people don’t water 
them on the planting strips and they die!  The re-do 
at Golden Gardens of the teen center has been a nice 
addition and the dog park at Golden Gardens works well.  
Overall, I think there have been some nice improvements 
in Ballard . . . particularly the downtown area which is 
bcoming more vibrant . . . hopefully we won’t loose the 
quaintness and it turn into any other “uppie” hangout.  
It seems like we are also attracting more families . . .we 
want to keep Ballard the “family” part of town . . .all age 
groups, kids, etc.    But, the biggest downer has been the 
rows and rows of townhouses due to our zoning in various 
parts of Ballard and no control over those.  The other 
biggest downer is not enough trees and good old trees 
getting cut down because no control over that either.  
Walkability is improving.
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I was born and raised in Ballard.  It’s changed in more 
ways than I can write about.  The most noticable 
change to me, basically put, is the purification of the 
neighborhood.  Some good and some not so good.  I 
don’t like feeling crowded in my ‘hood’ and I definitely 
HATE paying for parking when I go in town.    It’s still the 
best place in Seattle to live!

TOO many things being bull dozed to make room for 
condos. I didn’t move to Bell Town, I moved to Ballard!!!

too many single family homes destroyed to cram in more 
people thereby destroying the neighborhood

Too high density - too many condos, loss of affordable 
single family housing, lack of adequate parking, 
lack of adequate services for homeless and low 
income. Increased crime - as evidence by car prowls, 
neighborhood break-ins

Not much in the last 4 years...I’ve seen a little more 
“suspicious activity” around the urban core and I hear 
about a lot more crime, but I’m also paying more 
attention to the latter.

Condos. Density . Ballard has become much more of a 
destination for shopping/restaurant/new business.   Real 
Estate prices WAY up....   Residents average age much 
younger ...   etc .. etc

many new condos; newer mindset as modern, hip, young 
thought mixes with industrial established thought

Lots of new great restaurants and stores.

Although the urban village of Ballard had 80+% of 
renters when the plan was written, that number has to 
have increased in the last few years.  The overwhelming 
influx of condos and apartments has added a different 
population and taken away from the essence of the 
“old Ballard,” thus creating a “new Ballard” that is more 
similar to other neighborhoods. Several park spaces have 
been remodeled to make them much more pleasant, 
and the addition of the Sunday market and continuation 
of other neighborhood festivals and gatherings have 
definitely fostered the sense of community in Ballard.

The neighborhood has gotten younger with more families 
with young children moving in.  There is more interest in 
Crown Hill as a thriving neighborhood all of its own & not 
just a suburb of Ballard. There’s an increase in making 
Crown Hill more walkable, i.e. sidewalks!!

I live in Crown Hill. The neighborhood infrastructure has 
changed very little. I was surprised to see a lot was done 
in the Ballard part of the neighborhood. Crown Hill is still 
without sidewalks (recommendation of original plan); 
No kiosks were built in Crown Hill; The buses are still the 
same (no monorail was built, no light rail, but possibly 
Rapid Ride is going to replace the #15). Pedestrian 
amenities along 15th and Holman Rd are severely lacking 
still (ped friendly shops, less driveways, easier crossing 
of Holman Rd) Residential Urban Village doesn’t look 
like that happened and Safeway went and put in a gas 
station.

More apartments/condo development. Along with the 
“cookie cutter” business mix on the ground floor, condos 
up above. The schools have improved slightly in Ballard. 
There are more shops, the Farmer’s Market is here and 
thriving. Way more coffee shops than we need! Our 
older citizens no longer live on our street, we see mainly 
younger more affluent people buying their houses. The 
house prices are higher. More gardens instead of grass 
(yes!), still less tree care and trees are still being removed 
(not good). Traffic more clogged. The Fred Meyer/Trader 
Joe area is downright dangerous for driving. Doesn’t feel 
safe to ride bikes on the street anymore. Long live Edith 
Macefield’s vision and stance!

Too many liberals... too much government....

Yes - there are more condos and there is more of a ‘center 
core’ in our downtown area.  The library and commons 
park are the anchors to our area.

Seems to see crime on the rise

It seems more homless people have invaded this lil 
“town”. My family is sick and tired of being yelled at,and 
asked fpr money everytime we walk someplace.

More density. Lots of speculation on large properties 
that have not been developed yet. (Sunset Bowl, Leilani 
Lanes, 15th & Market, Holman & 13th). Turn over of 
homes from older long-term residents living alone to 
youger families (Crown Hill).

Development, development, development. The number 
of high rise condos added has been staggering.
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Housing density has increased dramatically, as have 
issues associated with aggressive panhandling, drug 
dealing, and street crime. The quality of life is still high 
and in some ways higher (more diverse restaurants, etc) 
but on the whole, I feel that Ballard is at a turning point 
and will either get much better or much worse in the next 
few years.

Downtown Ballard has become much more developed 
(which I like).  The number of small businesses, 
boutiques, restaurants, art galleries and dense housing 
developments have increased dramatically.  Parking has 
gotten harder, which is a pain, but it has motivated us to 
walk more, which is good all the way around.  We love 
Ballard and feel lucky to have landed in the neighborhood 
when we moved here from the midwest ten years ago.

More crime

More cars on my street resulting that I have to park a few 
house down or in the alley.

Yes, way more condos and ugly townhouse. Plus pay for 
parking, which sucks.

I moved to Sunset Hill in December 2008.  So I have a 
limited view on progress.  There has been a lot of business 
turnover and condo construction in the last 6 months 
however.

Yes, very much. The population has grown due to the 
loss of single family homes due to townhouse and condo 
development yet the bus service hasn’t improved and 
the road diets have added to additional congestion on 
top of the increase of population. While the development 
has had some benefits it in large part has destroyed 
the original character and charm that made Ballard a 
desirable place to live.

Too many condos going up.  This will create traffic 
congestion and overcrowding.

Increased high-density housing  Fewer mnaufacturing/
industrial employers  No noticible improvements in mass 
transit capacity  Increased crime  Marginal improvements 
in green space

The library and close by park are relatively new, other 
small parks are being developed or updated, the Burke-
Gilman Trail completion “missing link” continues to be 
an issue (but other sections have been completed), lots 
of condos have been built and lots of changes in the local 
businesses due to influx of people and also economic 
climate.

Holy density, Batman!  I’ve only lived in Ballard three 
years (longtime visitor/HS student, though), and even 
since I’ve moved here I’ve noticed the unfortunate rise 
of cheap, crappy-looking big box apartment/condo 
buildings and equally ugly townhouse four-packs.  
Longtime businesses are being priced out and replaced 
with new bars and restaurants -- many of the new places 
are nice, I suppose, but what good is a neighborhood with 
100 bars and restaurants but no retail, no bowling alleys, 
etc.?

A great deal of condominium development has taken 
place.  Many of the businesses which defined the 
character of the neighborhood have been displaced.  The 
large buildings which have replaced these businesses add 
little character and make the street feel less welcoming.  
The many new, small businesses are very welcome.  There 
is a strong feeling that the development/increase-in-
density has happened too rapidly, and is too dominated 
by large, generic condominium blocks.

I’ve lived in Ballard for about 2 years.  And in the last 2 
years since the Denny’s and Bowling alley have been 
unoccupied there have been a lot more vagrants and 
homeless living in/and hanging around the areas of 
15th/14th Ave NW and Market.

Too many townhouses built on small lots.  The density is 
increasing disproportinally.

I’ve seen in influx of people and condos in Ballard.  I have 
also seen an increase in crime.

Many more people and cars; same inadequate amount of 
public transit.

Ballard’s population density has increased significantly.  It 
is much more difficult to park, shop and drive in Ballard 
than it ever has.
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The neighborhood is changing rapidly!  In the 3 years that 
I’ve lived there, the retail shops along market have been 
changed more than my sons diapers!

Still growing quite quickly, mostly for the good.

Parking has become a disaster with the increase in 
multi-family homes.  I have also noticed an increase in 
homeless population along market street and in the 
surrounding area.

I have lived in Crown Hill for 2 years and have not noticed 
the changes as of yet.

With the housing boom there was a surge in development 
of condos in our neighborhood (near Gilman Park). Many 
of the older structures constructed in the 1960’s & 70’s 
were replaced, but we also lost some craftsman style 
homes to speculation development. Overall, I think the 
urban renewal happening in the urban core is positive and 
the construction of mixed use buildings will encourage 
Ballard to remain a walking neighborhood. Ballardites 
are loyal to their local businesses and this type of urban 
planning will continue to encourage that behavior.

More apartment and condos, more car traffic.  With the 
downturn in economy, business closing down.  But, also 
new, entrepreneurial businesses opening up all the time.

Many more condos, which is good for urban density.  
Traffic/Parking has gotten worse.  Many of  the “local” 
flavor store fronts seem to be closing and Ballard is slowly 
looking less unique and more like 1 giant strip mall.  It’s 
still a great place, but not as great as it was a few years 
ago.  Would really like to see a light rail or some other 
mass transit that is off the streets in Ballard.

There are more condos, businesses and more people. 
Personally I think its great. When I was a kid downtown 
Ballard wasn’t a destination because there wasn’t much 
there. Now there are a lot more shops, restaurants, bars 
etc.

The major change is the change from a quiet community 
to a  more urban area with more condos and amenities.

While I think a lot of what you pointed out -- parks, 
library, Burke Gilman Trail, etc. are good improvements, 
the private growth in the way of condos and chain 
businesses is OUT OF CONTROL! We’ve lost our only 
bowling alley for a proposed condo site, and have been 
without the bowling facility for almost a year and a 
half while it sits empty. Denny’s, a pretty cool historic 
landmark, also crushed for development. The inner city 
sprawl (or whatever it’s called) is getting out of hand. The 
public transportation and available street parking can’t 
accommodate the increased number of residents. This 
whole condo biz needs to stop!! It’s stealing most of the 
charm from the area and replacing it with cookie cutter 
clones of living spaces atop Quizno’s/Dry Cleaners.

Traffic has blown through the roof. The small mom 
and pop stores that made Ballard unique (Olsen’s 
Scandinavian Foods, Ballard Camera, Best Regards, 
Epilogue Books most recently) are going out of business 
to be replaced by high end restaurants. Ballard is no 
longer the sleepy little Scandinavian town that I fell in 
love with. It could be anywhere USA. It seems much 
more like Belltown. It is ridiculous for the density goals 
that were put into place when the monorail project was 
designed to still be in effect. We do not have effective 
mass transit to maintain these higher density levels. 
There is no light rail. Bus service is inadequate--especially 
routes that serve other parts of the city from downtown 
(like the number 45). I am very concerned that there will 
be a new condo project on market & 15th, as many of the 
condo buildings already built are below occupancy.

Unchecked growth it seems. Many more condos, 
townhouses and apartments with very little added 
infrastructure such as parking, street improvements.

The crime rate has gone up dramatically.  Police presence 
is insufficient.  Many more properties look run down. Lots 
of drug use visible in downtown Ballard area. Lots of ugly 
cheap looking and unoccupied condo buildings.  Many 
stores have closed or moved out.

Too many new large buildings have destroyed the 
character of the neighborhood. Traffic is terrible, bus 
service is very poor with delays more common than on 
time buses.
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The main change I’ve noticed is the huge tear-down of 
single-family homes for multiplexes, and of single-story 
retail on the main arterials for six story condo blocks.  
And I mean ‘blocks’ - for the most part, these new condo 
developments are all are big and square with very little 
aesthetic appeal, tiny balconies, no trees or visible green 
space...    I’ve also noticed an increase in violent crime 
reports.  I don’t leave my downstairs windows open any 
more at night, feel that I must shut everything up when 
I leave even briefly during the day.    The new library is 
great, as is the neighborhood park across the street.  It 
would be nice if some of the new condo developments 
had done at least some of what the new library did - 
‘green roof’, and eye-catching and interesting design, 
opportunities given for people to pause outside and 
connect with one another...    Some might say that 
both these changes are the inevitable consequences of 
mixed-use neighborhood density, but I would question 
that.  From what I hear from planners and architects, 
it is possible to design condos so that they augment 
community rather than squelsh it.  And augmenting 
community is one of the best ways to detract from violent 
crime.      I’ve also noticed increased street and night life 
on Market, which is great (except for parking and noise 
concerns of course) - but generally that people are out 
eating and walking and giving life to the retail core is a 
good thing.

The most notable thing is that the demographic is 
changing.  There seem to be a lot more younger people/
families moving in.

the neighborhood has more life in the downtown area.  At 
the same time, it seems crime is more of a factor.

The neighborhood has become very dense and more 
businesses started.  Public transportation does not seem 
to have changed in response to the population growth.

The density along with all that that entails has increased.  
The crime has increased as well as the homeless 
population.  We have increased the tree population but 
not enough.  There are too may large condo projects that 
have turned our neighborhood into a downtown corridor.

Some unused business property has been developed. 
Some highly used business property has been razed but 
not developed. Some neglected housing has been turned 
into town homes and some highly utilized (including 
low income) housing has been turned into expensive 
town houses. Apartments became condos and long term 
renters were forced to move.  People have moved in who 
have no appreciation for the history of the neighborhood 
or the culture of those who build the neighborhood. 
Developers and business owners want to turn Ballard/
Crown Hill into another Broadway, Wallingford 
and Fremont - all trendy and “hip”, but without an 
appreciation of history, without soul.

All the single family homes three blocks from my home 
became multiple family units. 24th Avenue is now 
dwarfed by high buildings. Library and City office are 
combined in new location. New Ballard Commons Park. 
Burke Gilman has gotten closer. More stop lights. More 
traffic. Fewer elderly.

waaaay more bums and meth addicts and aggressive 
homeless people.  Can’t walk down Market without 
running the gauntlet.  Can’t sit anywhere--drug deals all 
around.  Trash they leave.  yuck.    Love the library.  HATE 
walking through the smelly homeless people smoking 
and hanging out in front.     Ballard Commons park would 
be better without the shopping cart lady and all the 
rats and people bathing in the fountain.  Glad my kids 
are older now.    Yes  for the missing link of the Burke 
Gilman.    That’s art at Bergen Park?  Awful.  Anyway, why 
bother going there--it’s for the homeless and the meth 
heads.    Why is this listed under Crown Hill and Ballard?  
Why not Ballard and Crown Hill???  Not only alphabetical, 
but Ballard was a town on its own.  Also, Ballard is where 
most of the businesses are.    My kids went to Small Faces 
so we LOVE that they now own the Crown Hill school.  I 
go there now for clothing sales in the gym.

The density of the neighborhood has grown 
immensely, and parking availability has deteriorated 
commensurately. Public transportation has remained 
the same, or become less available, which exacerbates 
the congestion. TThere are many more visibly homeless 
people, and graffiti has become a much more visible 
problem. On the plus side, there are many more 
restaurants on Ballard Avenue and Market, and the 
culture has become more diverse.
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Growth and increase in density is astonishing - some 
good, some not so good.  Doesn’t look like it was all well-
thought out.  Much of the new development is unfriendly 
in architecture and style.

Many new people have moved into the neighborhood, 
bringing good and bad with them. The businesses are 
flourishing, yet so is the crime.

“Downtown” Ballard has been ruined by too many 
condos.  Each condo dweller brings his or her car.  Not 
enough parking for them all.  Compound this with putting 
some of the major arterials on “diets” -- what a brilliant 
idea.  Add cars, take away parking.

Improved bicycle lanes, higher density housing, more 
retail and a younger population.

More traffic, more people driving too fast. Less traffic/
speed enforcement.

I havent been in Ballard long enough to notice.

The original Ballard Bowl skating structure was removed 
and the new one built - glad there is still skating for kids & 
those adults who dare, but sad to have seen the original 
beloved one removed (and rebuilt at much cost). Too 
many dang condos built. Businesses closing, but that 
is probably just economy-related, not due to the plans. 
Other than that, things in Ballard seem pretty good.

significant investment and revitalization.  new 
developments (commercial and residential) have added 
very positively to Ballard.  the re-opening of the Majestic 
Bay theater in 1999 appears to have been a major 
impetus for the future growth.

Increased population as was expected. I think we now 
have more need for alternative transportation besides 
cars due to many reasons, health, high fuel and car 
ownership costs, global warming, population density, 
gridlock.

We’ve seen the loss of long-term businesses, the advent 
of innumerable condos, the loss of many of Ballard’s ties 
to its Nordic and maritime roots, and an overall change 
in the “flavor” of the community in the name of high-
density living at the cost of seemingly all else.

I’ve lived here for about one year. I don’t have a great 
feeling for the changes. As an architect, though, I am very 
concerned about the low quality of the housing projects 
that have gone in near market and historic downtown 
ballard. The Canal Station, in particular, is a big terd. I am 
definitely pro density, but please. I am also concerned 
about how well density works with very little investment 
in transit options for getting downtown. I live just north 
of the locks, so, I am lucky enough to be able to easily ride 
my bike to work through magnolia and myrtle edwards 
park, but the other biking options are pretty bad and 
unsafe.

I moved here in September 1998 and a lot more business 
have set up shop, younger people have moved here and 
have changed the dynamics of the area.  Within the past 
2 years, a lot more restaurants, usually the same type, 
have opened up here.  Cross walk lights have become 
shorter and the elderly have a hard time crossing before 
the light turns red.  Traffic has become worse and louder.  
Residential areas have moved adjacent to commercial 
areas and the noise level from the commerical businesses 
has increased.  Parking has become more and more 
difficult.

The biggest change is the housing density but there has 
also been a huge increase of homeless people and drug 
dealing.

Much greater density around Market st. New up-scale 
businesses. Many more restaurants. More families and 
kids.

Greater density, more traffic, more difficult access to 
major thoroughfares (I-5, 99).  Poor multi-tenant housing 
architecture (Ballard has turned into one of the ugliest, 
most generic neighborhoods in Seattle).

condos and more condos.

i have lived in Ballard for 6 months

It seems as if local businesses are being driven out, places 
that make Ballard unique.  It’s becoming (retail-wise) 
more and more like every other “trendy” neighborhood 
with shops that don’t have things the locals can actually 
afford.

Light rail/monorail is no longer happening in Ballard.  Lots 
of growth in Ballard - - new businesses, new condos and 
new rental units.  Conversely lots of businesses have left 
Ballard
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I live in the crown hill area, an d I have to say that I have 
not seen a lot of changes, other then some higher density 
housing coming online along some of the arterials (85th is 
what I see primarily)

increased density - younger neighbors, more kids

Lost scandinavian heritage.  Tore down many homes for 
townhouses.

There is a lot more crime then when I first moved in. 
There are a lot more homeless people and people living 
in their cars. It feels a little more unsafe now than 5 years 
ago. Vacate property has really allowed the crime to 
accelerate. The property owners don’t take care of the 
problem. They are waiting to tear down whatever is there 
and build something new but don’t care about the crime 
in the mean time.

More condos; more resturants and stores.

There are many more condos. More density. Also a lot 
more people outside of the neighborhood are visiting. 
The residents and visitors seem more wealthy. Also, it 
seems like a lot of the older folks are moving to assisted 
living or passing away, and younger families are moving 
in.

Metro route #17 has become much more crowded; both 
between Sunset Hill and Ballard itself (NW Market) and 
between Sunset Hill and downtown Seattle. There are 
more car break-ins and outright vehicle thefts. Several 
neighbors have mentioned finding their window screens 
bent/scratched from the outside, or discovered actual 
prowlers peering in while the neighbors were still at 
home.

Too many condos have come in. Too much “upscaling” in 
terms of the “feel” of Ballard

waaay more condos.

More condos have moved in and some old businesses 
have moved out.

yes, the neighborhood has changed in the past 4 years to 
include many more condos

Yes!  More multi-unit homes; fewer bungalows; LESS 
PARKING.

I have only been living in Ballard for a month, so I am just 
now becoming familiar with the plan.

Nothing has changed I still live in a modern neighborhood 
that has no sidewalks! unacceptable

Cannot say, only been here a year and a half.

Old people have died off and been replaced by the young 
from other states, too many town homes.

A lot of development has occured as well as a good 
amount of park development. New business has come 
and gone as well.

More crime (car vandalism, graffitti/tagging) in the 
neighborhood and continued deterioration of the 
immediate vicinity surrounding 15th ave NW between 
NW 65th and Holman Road.

Crime is on the rise.  Homelessness is on the rise.

Yes, it is much more densely crowded, traffic more 
congested, parking less available, pedestrian and bicycle 
access not significantly improved (north of 85th)

A lot of growth, angled towards small businesses and 
shops that appeal to youth. More condominiums in 
the Ballard core - an inevitable change that has been 
managed thoughtfully except for transit.

Traffic has increased, Rental units and “skinny houses” 
have increased dramatically.

There are the new townhouses that have brought young 
families and families with children back.  More condos.  
More apartments.  Less public transit - when you look at 
the population to transit ratio.  More traffic on 32nd ave 
nw.  Less crosswalks - fewer places to cross the street for 
pedestrians.  Less parking in the down town area.  More 
people parking on the road by the tracks.  Store closures 
on the east end of Market.  Getting to be a dead zone 
there.  Beautiful, vibrant library.  Empty old library is 
becoming a target for tag artists.

Lots more apartment building and mini condos. Lots 
more activities/restaurants/shops in downtown Ballard 
area. The improvements to the Burke-Gilman Trail are 
appreciated, but I really want that Missing Link. w/o that, 
it’s sort of all for naught.
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It’s become denser.  Houses are more expensive.  There 
are a lot of bums/addicts/homeless people living on the 
streets and in campers.

New Ballard Library, New Ballard Commons Park/Skate 
Bowl, Safeway at 85th and 15th NW added at gas station, 
Small Faces Child Care Center bought old Crown Hill 
School, lots of new townhomes.

Cleaner more family friendly parks, more small 
neighborhood parks.

Thousands more apartments, and condos.  Much busier.  
Small businesses have changed frequently.  The recession 
has caused many businesses to close in the past year, 
and many multi-family sites to sit vacant (Sunset Bowl, 
Denny’s, the old Ballard Library, 28th and Market, Lelani 
Lanes).  The new library and Neighborhood Service 
Center are great.  The Farmer’s Market on Sunday is 
great.

Significant changes in building and housing types, from 
single-family low-rise to multi-family mid- and high-rise, 
and townhouses.   Seeming increase in economic vitality.  
Seeming decrease in light-industrial uses.

Parking has certainly gotten harder in Ballard with all 
the density.  But overall I have enjoyed & benefited 
from the public projects such as the library, skate park, 
water fountain, burke-gilman, Small Faces (owning 
CH Elementary).  It feels like more family with children 
under 10 move into my immediate neigborhood as older 
residents are leaving.

It’s changed very little in terms of public improvements.  
However, we have seen a significant increase in 
population, more multi-family housing, and more 
investment from the community in improving our 
neighborhood.  Many folks have moved in to older houses 
and started making improvements, neighborhoods are 
trying to build support to help prevent crime and keep our 
neighborhood clean and safe.

Many more housing units (condos and apartments) have 
been built.  The new library was built.  Businesses have 
come and gone.  The Sunday Market in Ballard has grown 
considerably.  There is a new park on the corner of our 
street.

The number of newly contructed massive condo buildings 
in staggering

I feel the crime has risen since I moved here 2.5 years ago.

Density in the central planning area (core urban village) 
has been slightly delayed recently due to credit, half of 
what has been built was planned, half was not planned 
or in adjacent areas of core area, infill development has 
been haphazardly reviewed and integrated, and some 
development only demolished! Biggest issue is very 
minimal improvements in transportation services, the 
BGT is not a major benefit to actual residents (more 
for tourists), Metro is merely promises and risks of less 
service, and the city was embarassingly nonsupportive 
of both Sound Transit access and the botched monorail.   
Infrastruction investment (city municipal center/library) 
was achieved due to strong continuing lobbying and 
followup, the parks implementation was not quite 
perfect, and some claimed parks improvement were not 
due to the plan but did result from city assistance so OK. 
Job creation has not happened, and the deterioration 
of high wage jobs in the adjacent BINMIC area is part 
of the problem, as are the flight of existing small 
businesses fromthe Ballard retail core (due in my view to 
uncontrolled real estate price gouging).  Big challenge: 
integrating real transit improvements for Ballard without 
at the same time cutting on feeder services for extended 
Ballard (in other words, a BRT serving only core Ballard 
does me little good living our in far West Ballard).  Choke 
points like the bridges are difficult to deal with but so 
is moving transit service hours to South Auburn and 
Sammamish.

lots of condo building

The installation of traffic circles and speed bumps 
have changed the dynamic of pedestrian/automobile 
interation.  I think the traffic circles make it more 
dangerous for pedestrians because cars now need to 
swerve into the pedestrian walking lanes to make it 
around the circles.

condos and town houses have sprung up.

A huge number of single family homes have been 
replaced with overpriced cookie-cutter townhouse 
developments, many of which are standing unsold and 
vacant today.

Housing prices have risen dramatically. Density has 
increased, as have traffic and parking problems. Many 
single family houses have been demolished and replaced 
with drab four-per-lot condos which have eroded the 
character and neighborliness of the area.
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A lot more ritzy retail and restaurants. Very 
accommodating for young urban professionals--  Public 
Transit doesn’t seem to have gotten better though.    -My 
neighborhood was ‘houses’ when I first moved in 3 years 
ago. Now there are townhomes everywhere, giving folks 
a strict sense of space. Neighbors don’t seem to want to 
say ‘hello’. There’s a definite dichotomy between renters 
and owners.

Whittier Elementary was completely re-built- a jewel in 
the area! Lots of density- more and more condos have 
been built in the Ballard area, changing the sleepy nature 
of the neighborhood into a more active, vibrant location.

More traffic.  Watching small businesses come and go.  
The Crown Hill Neighborhood Association has come into 
being.  Seems to be an increase in crime and vandalism.  
Home values have risen and dropped drastically.

seems that more density has been achieved along major 
arterial streets, but some areas of gray (or even black and 
white) still exist along many borders of the dense to semi-
dense to less-dense neighborhood makeups.

Ballard has changed dramatically, primarily shifting to a 
younger population - condo dwellers, professional, white 
collar workers vs the pioneering Scandinavian, fishing 
families.

Yes, the neighborhood has changed a great deal since 
I purchased my home in 2002.  The major changes are 
obvious, from the new library and park, to the massive 
condominium construction.  Nearly all changes, in my 
opinion, have been positive.  There is a greater density, 
higher visibility of community services such as the library, 
and a qualitative improvement in the retail and restaurant 
business.

Significant redevelopment in the “downtown” Ballard 
area, little change in the commercial and residential 
Crown Hill area.  It’s really amazing that 15th Avenue 
West is basically the same as it was 30 years ago.

so much development in the retail core.  Sad to see some 
legacy business close. Immediate neighborhood has seen 
improvements as homeowners invest in their own home 
and small retail corner down the street got a facelift and 
new tennants

Increase in townhomes, condos, and as a result 
population density

More condos, more congestion but also more services like 
restaurants and bars and shops so you don’t have to leave 
Ballard to get what you need.  Also many more people are 
commuting and running errands by bicycle.

The area near the Market and 15th Ave corridors has 
become much more densely developed, with single 
family homes being replaced with multi-family dwellings.  
I think this is a good thing.

urban density in the form of townhomes north of 85th 
and an apartment complex going in behind the radio 
shack off 15th.  these are both good improvements.  i’d 
like to see crown hill get curbs/sidewalks for walkability.  
olympic manor has curbs/sidewalks and my quadrant of 
west of 15th and north of 85th and south of 22nd does 
not.  this would be a HUGE improvement.

Ballard has seen a lot of new development happen at 
a very fast pace.  At the same time, there have also 
been a number of public improvemenst that have taken 
place to enhance the neighborhood for people living, 
working, and visiting Ballard:  new Ballard library, several 
parks - Ballard Commons, Ballard Corners, etc.  Also, the 
neigborhood is changing in terms of the demographics 
of who lives here - yet it remains a nice place for families 
to raise their children, a good place for nightlife and 
entertainment, etc.  The one thing that has not changed 
is that its still difficult to get to and from Ballard by any 
means other than a car.

The Bike Path out Seaview Ave NW is a great addition.  
The planting is overgrown with weeds and looks bad 
though.  Can’t the city plan to regularly maintain 
planting?  Am waiting for the impact of the dramatic 
growth of population as the condos fill.  A right turn only 
lane is needed at the eastbound lane of NW Market St at 
24th.

The housing density has grown at a stagering rate, faster 
than expected. It seems many of the local businesses are 
being run out of the neighborhood due to increased costs 
of running a business here and I worry that these issues 
will hurt the long term stability of the neighborhood.

more homeless people
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Traffic congestion has greatly increased without 
thoughtful resolution.  Density has increased which is 
good but the neighborhood needs to continue to improve 
services that will allow residents to shop and handle 
other needs without the use of a car.  “Road diets” do 
not make walking safer--only more inforcement against 
speeding cars and cars parked where they should not be 
will make walkers more visible and safe.  The city needs 
to continue to work with Metro to improve bus service in 
this neighborhood instead of the plans to cut service in 
favor of suburbs.  This will help make this a neighborhood 
where people really want to continue to live and thus be 
very involved in keeping it a safe and wonderful place.

Lots of new construction. New library, new parks, public 
art...

1. Many more townhouses and multi-family dwellings 
in the area.  2. Much more traffic on 15th Avenue NW  3. 
More frequent Metro runs on route #15 which is good.  
4. New Ballard Library is wonderful.   5. New Ballard 
Commons is awful design on a nice piece of property.  6. 
Crown Hill Center acquired from School District. We look 
forward to its improvement.  7. Crown Hill, Holman Road, 
and Greenwood business areas seem much busier.  8. 
Noticeable shift to younger aged population in Ballard.

Since we bought our house in 2004, the density and 
number of condos/townhomes has skyrocketed.  Some 
build up is fine but parking and traffic flow is definitely a 
problem.  Also the flavor of the neighborhood has gone 
from a sleepy, accessible place to a little more Belltown-
ish with swinging singles and more of a “hot spot”.  I 
worry about the perception that Ballard is the place 
to keep building up.  Why isn’t Magnolia seeing more 
development or Phinney for that matter?  Is it a matter of 
cheap land?

Lots of high density housing coupled with the loss of 
many traditional Ballard homes.  Parking has become 
more difficult, traffic more congested, and along with 
the building of new shops, many of the older businesses 
have not been able to stay in business.  Rent and home 
prices have dramatically increased.  There has been more 
nightlife, more parks offered, and better library services.

Rapid increase in density.  Single family homes being 
replaced by multiple residences.  More traffic.  More 
noise.  Less respect for city noise ordinances.  Yard 
parties after 11:00 pm.  Amplified music outside.      In 
my opinion, too many people trying to live in inadequate 
space.

Houses have been replaced with townhomes, cars drive 
faster, older businesses have closed - some replaced with 
newer businesses and some vacant.  More restaurants - 
more of a destination feel as opposed to neighborhood 
feel.  Street parking is more cramped.  It’s harder to 
drive in downtown Ballard with limited parking slots and 
congestion.  My Ballard blog has helped create sense 
of community.  No improvement to 14th Ave as hoped.  
Great library and opposite park.  Neighbors working 
together for local community gathering areas.

very much so.  it is becoming more generic, mor belltown 
and less neighborly.  i feel like we have created a cookie 
cutter hipster area in ballard.  it is quickly losing all blue 
collar credibility and sadly most of its personality.

Buses are much fuller and commute times from Crown 
Hill to Downtown take much longer.  Condos are 
crowding the Ballard skyline, this is ok, but a big change 
from 2000.

The housing density has increased. We are taking on 
more than our proportional share of the GMA targets for 
Seattle’s population growth. Although population has 
increased significantly, the infrastructure (public transit, 
transportation, etc.) to serve that population has lagged 
seriously behind the needs. Some of the gains of the prior 
plan which WERE implemented have been clawed back 
(Family Center for instance). Open space has become 
even more critical to the health of the neighborhood due 
to the increased density or new developments. It is my 
perception that a smaller percentage of people who work 
in Ballard and Crown Hill can actually afford to live there. 
Many long time businesses have departed.

It has become much more crowded and expensive.

Hundreds of poorly built townhomes and condos have 
been put up.  graffiti is a problem, parking is a problem, 
petty crime is a problem  housing prices increased so 
much that only wealthy people can live here. We don’t 
have enough bus service to downtown now that over 
1,500 new housing units have been built.

my personal neighborhood has not changed. But the 
little shopping area in Ballard has! Business that have 
been there for decades are now leaving because of rent 
increases, etc.  Huge condo buildings are going up! 
Blocking the sunlight and making Ballard a wind tunnel!



CroWN hill / ballard CroWN hill / ballard

319

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Dramatically increased density. Ugly townhomes 
crammed together in townhome ghettos creating parking 
disasters that resemble urban NJ. Everyone could see this 
density increase coming, (it has been encouraged) and 
yet absolutely no plans were made to deal with newly 
overloaded infrastructure and public transportaion needs.

Massive influx of residential condominiums and 
apartment buildings (good).  Significant rise in homeless 
population, vandalism, and traffic (bad).

less free parking ,residental streets are to packed 
with cars when there are “special events”. Housing is 
less affordable , especially for renters. there are few 
“affordable “places for a casual meal out so people do not 
go out to eat as much. Ballard is turning into Fremont. 
bars .clubs, service sector jobs, but few family wage jobs.

Huge apartments are the dominant scene in the core 
blocks around and on Market street. Ballard Ave is 
gentrified though charming. Staple businesses that give 
Ballard the cultural identification it’s had historically are 
beginning to fold. The massive apt structure being built 
over the park is intimidating. The huge structures as you 
enter Market street are bland and dominant. The apt next 
to the firestation is still mostly empty it would seem.  This 
neighborhood has changed too dramatically. Growth 
appears unbridled. This is an example of growth changing 
a neighborhood not enhancing it.

The neighborhood has changed faster than planned for.  
Pedestrian, bicycle, and car traffic makes getting around 
difficult.  Of course, many of us miss the old Ballard 
because it was more relaxed.  Ballard feels a bit crowded 
and I hope that the units already built will fill and that 
until they do; perhaps, a moratorium on new buildings 
needs to be considered.  I am concerned about whether 
there is enough green left to allow people to relate to 
nature because research shows the benefit of being 
outside.

There’s been a serious loss in affordable housing. When 
we first lived here (around the start of the plan), most 
of the lots in East Ballard now occupied by townhomes 
contained older duplexes with fairly reasonable rents. 
There’s been a lot of density for the sake of density. I’m 
not sure how environmentally friendly it is to replace a 
duplex with four newly constructed townhomes, once 
you figure in the ecological cost of materials and the loss 
of plant/tree cover. The retail has become more flash, less 
function. While it’s nice to have things open past 9pm, it’d 
also be nice to have more practical retail.

more “town homes”, less families

Yes. Ballard is growing and it seems like there’s a new 
condo building around every corner. I do not think this 
is a bad thing. I support properly coordinated growth 
that transformers Ballard into a more desirable, central 
neighborhood. The anti-development attitude that 
many old residents may have do not hold much material 
argument in that it does NOT help Ballard in the coming 
decades. Like it or not, any city or neighborhood MUST 
grow, whether you participate in it or not. Therefore, it 
is in the best interest of everybody to help it grow, not 
complain and bury their heads in the past.

greater density

traffic is way, way increased  pressure on all public park 
spaces is very increased  many more things (restaurants, 
shops) to go to, but parking is difficult for those outside 
of the walking range of downtown Ballard. Those of us in 
Crown Hill are cut off from things.

The obvious ripping down of decent homes to make way 
for over-priced, shoddily build 4 square town homes.  
Downtown Ballard became a tunnel of tower buildings.  
More graffiti where I live (15thNW and NW 75th).

Housing prices have skyrocketed, and I’ve noticed that 
downtown ballard has almost completely changed from 
a mixed-use (light industrial & local retail) center to a 
tourist destination for big spenders.  Almost nothing 
is left on Ballard Ave. of the shops and buisnesses 
that gave Ballard it’s character: most of the existing 
shops have gone of business and replaced by high end 
boutiques and restaurants catering to visitors from other 
neighborhoods.  Downtown Ballard is becoming less and 
less a of a local destination for the people who actually 
live here (I’ve started doing my shopping and spending in 
Greenwood over the past 18 months).

Your draft status report is using data that is almost 10 
years old! That is totally unacceptable. In the past 8 years 
since I’ve lived here housing prices have skyrocketed, 
condos have popped up all over, and the demographics of 
this community have shifted. Don’t get me wrong, I love 
Ballard, but your report needs to reflect current reality, 
not what the neighborhood look liked in 2000.
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Our neighborhood has grown exponentially in the 
10 years we have been in this area.  Construction is a 
constant source of noise and Honey Buckets litter the 
landscape.  There has been an increase of townhomes 
and other multi-family units in this former single-home 
neighborhood, changing the feel, traffic patterns, 
parking and the number of mature trees in the area.  
Trees are removed on a regular basis, even though we 
live in a heron habitat area and is supposed to be a 
nesting/non-disturbance area.  Large, old trees that the 
herons,owls and other animals need are removed without 
regard to their needs and in disregard to neighbors’ 
expressed concerns (when we are allowed to express 
theses concerns, that is).  When neighbors express 
their thoughts regarding the change of lot sizes in our 
neighborhood via the yellow signs that ask for feedback, 
we are ignored. It is obvious that we are being asked for 
feedback just to placate us and make us feel as though 
we have a say in how our neighborhood develops when 
in truth we do not. We are not even given the courtesy 
of hearing back from anyone in the city regarding our 
and our neighbors’ comments regarding what the final 
decision is and why that particular decision was made. We 
are allowed lip service and nothing more.

A great deal of residential development has developed 
that was based on the fact that the monorail was going 
to be built.  Now we have a higher density in Ballard, 
which I am all for, but an alternative to the sadly defeated 
monorail has not been implemented.  The higher 
frequency busses plan needs to be implemented as soon 
as possible.  I commute to work on the 15xpress and it 
is standing room only almost every day.  The downtown 
core and old ballard section has been shaping up 
nicely with a few exceptions (The Ballard (B)Landmark 
residential development is truly terrible on the Leary 
side.  The historical Old Ballard side at least forced the 
developer to make that side aethetically pleasing.

the neighborhood has certainly gotten more popular. 
Obviously, there has been an explosion of condos and 
townhomes. Some of these are fine; many are not. The 
urban village the plan identifies at 15th and 85th has yet 
to turn into anything remotely pleasant. The increase in 
density hasn’t been met with an increase in bus service. 
The #48 is packed during rush hours and takes an 
exceptionally long time. I love this neighborhood, but we 
seem to have born the brunt of the rush to “density.”

What I see is the pricing-out of younger people, the 
working class and minorities.    This happened all 
over 80-90% of the city of Boston, a place I had lived 
for 4 years before scraping together nickels to move 
to Ballard, my dream neighborhood.  The result for 
Boston, is that it’s a terrible place to live; there is no 
culture, no entertainment, no sense of ownership in the 
community for you unless you can afford it.    Seattle 
and particularly Ballard, I feel, likes to talk a great deal 
about cultural vibrancy and diversity being ideals.  With 
the development of Ballard, the only diversity I see are 
condos each more ugly than the next as well as small 
businesses so small in their target audience that they’ll be 
shuttered before long.

The appearance and “feel” of Ballard has changed 
significantly in the time that I have been here. The new 
library and park complex are welcome improvements. 
The boom of higher density housing and town houses 
are changes that have an evolving effect on the area. 
I personally feel that the aesthetics of most of these 
building were poor to start with and are quickly 
deteriorating. I also feel that the working class/blue collar 
and Scandinavian origins of Ballard are pretty much 
relegated to historic plaques and the Nordic Heritage 
museum. While I recognize that change is inevitable I fear 
that change in this neighborhood has occurred so quickly 
that we may have already lost most of the qualities that 
made it possible for people with range of economic 
backgrounds to thrive here.

Much more traffic, some additional crime, less local 
business.

The population density has increase dramatically in the 
4 years that I’ve lived here. The motor vehicle traffic has 
increased as well. The rents have gone up, making this 
neighborhood pretty much unaffordable. The transient 
population has increased as well. Family businesses are 
struggling to keep up and moving out of Market Street. 
However, some new businesses have moved in.

More crowded. Less friendly.

The buses are becoming noticeably more crowded during 
the morning and evening commute.

Ballard has become too high density and too crowded.  
Services are not able to keep pace.  There are many 
many homeless people now living in and around the new 
library/park complex.  Ballard feels much less safe.
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Let me count the ways. Influx of population, 
gentrification, attack of the multi-family townhouses, 
hugh apartment/condo complexes, horrid traffic, 
lack of parking - free of otherwise, catering to young 
professionals, not families, too many bars/restaurants, 
building height increases, loss of long -time businesses, 
only job creation in service industry.

There are too many condos and not enough single family 
homes. There is too much cookie-cutter development. 
Ballard is no longer the fun little fishing village I loved 
to visit growing up, it’s overdeveloped and has lost its 
character.

Plenty of new townhomes, condo buildings, traffic, 
new retail, etc.     Very little in the way of residential 
improvements such as additional parks, and traffic 
and pedestrian safety improvements.     It’s very sad to 
see huge new development with little concern for the 
residential community shape and feel.

Since I moved to Ballard in 2005, there’s been a steadily 
increasing number of people in the neighborhood - due 
in part to the condo building surge that’s took place in 
the past 3+ years as well as the many new businesses that 
have started up in the area.  There’s more car traffic and 
parking is increasingly problematic for those of us who 
live on Ballard Avenue and nearby.

Ballard changed radically even from our moving to it 
in late 2004 until we moved in late 2008.  It became 
unaffordable to remain; landlords became greedy 
knowing they could ask for more in rent simply because 
it became a “hot” area.  In addition to affordability, the 
density added to parking and traffic headaches even 
for residents.  Transients increased.  And the constant 
stream of visitors to events in the neighborhood and to 
Golden Gardens park made it unpleasant to get out and 
about in our own neighborhood.  Since we left in 2008, 
it has changed yet again, with several stores closing and 
new, “hip” or “trendy” businesses setting up shop.  While 
good for Ballard’s economy, the exit of some of these 
merchants has left the neighborhood sterile and with 
rapidly declining evidence of its cultural legacy.  We’re 
saddened by this, and saddened that we can’t return but 
rather had to leave what once was a perfect place.

The neighborhood has definitely changed from more 
single family homes to more high dense housing. The 
skyline has changed: there are many taller buildings. 
Ballard seems a lot more like its own little city than it did 
10 years ago, when it felt like a smaller, mostly residential 
community.

On my block alone, all of the single family homes and 
duplexes have been replaced by 8 townhomes to old 
plan single home footprint. These town houses have such 
minimal parking that the on street parking has become 
extremely scarce. The density has made for unsafe 
streets and intersections for cylists and pedestrians. 
The street lighting is in disrepair and the streets are full 
of pot holes. (trenches for new construction never get 
patched properly, so biking is hazardous. Some sidewalks 
are blocked by cars parking over the wheel chair ramps, 
and by parking diagonally over mid-block. Now the 
town homes are putting their trash cans for pick up on 
sidewalks blocking pedestrian access because there is no 
where else to put the cans. Density is all well and good, 
but there has to be an infrastructure to support it. More 
transit is needed, we hoped for the monorail. Buses are 
crowded with the added population. Parks are great, but 
transients are now sleeping, defacating and dealing drugs 
in them with no police presence. Downtown Ballard is 
a wonderful hub, the park service center and library are 
great.

I have lived here since July of 2006, and the most 
significant change seems to be the development of 
high-rise condominiums in the main “village” of Ballard. 
We live in Loyal Heights, so those have probably not 
impacted us much, although there has been an increase 
in teenager traffic in our alleys during the summer 
months. Neighbors have witnessed IV drug use and 
burned trash cans in our alley. For the most part, 
however, we have enjoyed the changes, and have seen 
some wonderful businesses move in. The saddest part 
is watching the older Scandinavian immigrant-owned 
businesses close. The historical society is doing a good job 
of trying to preserve this history, and should be supported 
to do more to ensure that new Ballard residents 
understand and appreciate the community in which they 
now reside.

Much more density, more diversity, more people coming 
as a destination (for art, food). More kids.
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Retail business has increased along with dense 
development.  Businesses are providing more local 
amenities, but transportation choices to reach them 
have stalled.  We need better walk and bike-friendly 
infrastructure- no more obstructionism on the Birke-
Gilman trail.  And better transit, not just Rapid Ride but 
rail service that is reliable.

More condos, more traffic (car, bike, pedestrian), 
improved retail area

There has been an aggressive rising of condos and 
townhouses near and around downtown Ballard. The 
library and city park were great additions but I feel 
the condos are taking away from the “village” feel of 
Ballard. Before the condos arrived, it felt much more 
quaint and inviting. Now it feels overwhelmingly urban. 
There are towering buildings everywhere and the small 
neighborhood feel has been taken away entirely.

The demographics have vastly changed from what 
seemed like a majority of senior citizens to young, urban 
professionals.  The housing has changed in accordance 
with this.      There have been improvements in the 
amount and quality of public open spaces.  And the 
demographics have drawn businesses to cater to those 
residents, which I think is a great thing.      I don’t recall 
seeing many homeless 10 years ago when I first lived 
in Ballard.  Now it seems that there are homeless and 
people who live in their car around every corner - some 
harmless, some not so harmless.  The same can be said 
for people who spend their days loitering on the streets, 
whose activities are clearly not making a postive impact 
to the community.  As a single woman I would have not 
had a problem walking alone after dark in Ballard 10 years 
ago.  Today, I will not do it unless I have to.

Higher density, more people in residence.  More traffic.  
Buses are packed during commuter hours.  Most recently, 
small shops seem to be closing or moving out of Ballard 
at an alarming rate.    On the plus side: more shops, 
destinations, more things to see, lively place to hang out.

The biggest change I see are the number of 
Condominiums that have been built.  On my street alone 
NW 59th between 24th and 28th 4 condos have gone 
up the last 5 years.  The resulting impact on the ‘feel’ of 
the neighborhood has been immense.  Not to mention 
the parking.  While these condos generally have garage 
parking available the residents seem to prefer street 
parking.  This has made street parking very cramped, and 
difficult.

Some of the wonderful elements that made Ballard a 
special area have been destroyed.  Sunset Bowl, and 
the Denny’s on 15th were wonderful part of Ballard that 
kept a Blue collar feeling of Ballard.  Losing Sunset Bowl 
to Condos has to be one of the biggest blows to the 
neighborhood.  Losing that business to Condos was a 
larger slap in the face.    Over all Ballard has been over 
developed in terms of residential.  When we arrived 
traffic on Market and 15th wasn’t bad.  Now it’s getting 
to horrid.  The road diets on 24th and abundance of 
traffic lights has caused far more drivers to choose 
roads like 28th or 32nd to speed.  Over all, the streets of 
Ballard don’t feel family safe anymore due to the traffic 
and abundant road rage and speeding.  In addition, the 
neighborhood plans did not make any of the builders 
add business space so that the residence of Ballard 
could actually work in Ballard.  There are a hand full of 
commercial store fronts which are good for some shops 
but there is very little actual business office space.  This 
lack or space means that people have to commute out 
of Ballard to work.  That commute might be as short as 
Fremont, or Seattle, or often Bellevue.  Ballard needs 
to add more spaces for buisness’ it’s highly unlikely now 
that the constructions prices are sky high.  Any planning 
board should have know that you need to have places for 
residence to work in order to cut back on traffic and to 
have places for people to work.  This is city planing 101!    
There have also been a dozen little bad decisions.  The 
road diet on 15th and mixing buses, cars, and a cycling 
lane has already cost on man his life.  The bike lane should 
NEVER have been put on such a busy street.  The Liquor 
store allowed on the bottom of 32nd has added some 
very dangerous traffic as people often make ill timed left 
turns into traffic.  Left turns out of that parking lot should 
not be allowed.  And the new Ballard Blocks parking lot 
traffic and street parking is causing dangerous situations 
when you consider how many residents use that path to 
get from Ballard to Fremont.  Plus the over all increase 
in pedestrians and lack of safe crossing on Market and 
Leary is going to cost some people there lives.  The area 
of Leary near the Olympic Gym is very dangerous.  Some 
elevated crosswalks should be added if that are if going 
to develop as traffic on Market and Leary get more and 
more dense.    Overall the neighborhood plans are so poor 
that I think that planners or people who allowed these 
changes should not be allowed to do any more damage.

Single-family homes have been replaced by ugly 
condominiums. The Scandinavian feel of the community 
has evaporated and population density has increased.

For the better
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In Crown Hill, there hasn’t been much change.  The Crown 
Hill School was purchased, but there hasn’t been any 
visible redevelopment yet.  All the pedestrian friendly 
work described has been in the Market Street area.  That 
is fine if that is the goal, but seems out of place then to 
include Crown Hill.  Perhaps Crown Hill should partner 
with Greenwood/Broadview instead.

Way more housing units, more businesses have opened in 
old ballard.

There have been tremendous changes in this area in the 
past 10 years.  There is definitely better retail but now 
turning into a bar community.  I have seen more drugs, 
alcohol, vandalism, graffiti and homelessness in the 
neighborhood in just the past two years than I have ever 
seen.  The new condos that have been built are nice but 
the city did not take into full consideration this growth in 
their plan.  There is now very little parking and the streets 
are more dangerous with impatient aggressive drivers 
tired of waiting at lights not equipped for the amount of 
traffic we now have.    The addition of the missing link 
is not well thought out.  The plan says it will provide an 
economic benefit to the community.  This is not true, it 
will actually hurt the existing businesses on Ballard Ave. 
and Market Street.  As it currently is, business that comes 
from outside of the neighborhood is dwindling.  They are 
finding it so extremely hard to park that they are making 
fewer trips or not at all.  I rely on my customers coming 
from Bellevue, Issaquah, Federal Way or Lynnwood.  If 
more parking is taken away along Shilshole and my 
out of area customers can’t get here, my business will 
fail and I will have to move to Bellevue who is willing 
to accomodate my customers with parking.  I am not 
against the trail, but instead of taking away parking and 
endangering the other local business and industry along 
the waterfront you may want to think a little more long 
term and do maybe an elevated trail.  This will be more 
expensive but in the long run will be more beneficial to 
all involved.  Maybe make a level for pedestrians and one 
for bikes.  I only see the amount of cyclist increasing and 
if you do a small project now you will probably be wasting 
money by having to do something else in the next 10-20 
years when it is not large enough to handle the amount of 
cyclists.  I am very tired of seeing our city do things that 
only benefit them in the short term and will be outdated 
in a short number of years.

Population and density have both increased dramatically.

New park, new library, one less bowling alley and lots of 
condos.

It seems that there was a big boom right before and 
during when I moved to Ballard (early 2008) but since 
that has slowed and many local businesses can no longer 
afford to make it but other businesses can’t afford to take 
their place.

condos condos condos.  Much younger people living here 
now.  More shops and bars.  More traffic.

Downtown Ballard is thriving with businesses, but has 
attracted more crime and homeless people.  Sometimes 
walking down Market Street is just like walking down 
1st Ave. in Pioneer Square.  Its not where I thought this 
neighborhood was going.

I’ve simply seen the traditional business cycle play 
out... small-business owners who don’t have enough in 
savings to survive the inevitable economic downturn 
have folded, and those who had savings, or who are 
providing a popular service, are thriving here.  I think 
this is all a wonderful sign of the vitality of Ballard.  
Additionally, the new construction has brought younger 
urban-loving professionals with disposable incomes to 
our neighborhood, supporting those businesses.  I think 
that although Ballard has, from what I understand, been 
undergoing significant improvement in the last ten years, 
I believe it still has a lot of potential for growth as a full-
service, safe, walkable, gorgeous community to share.

Lost it’s charm...too many cookie cutter/soul-less 
buildings.

Traffic and crime seem to be on the rise as well as large 
condo and apartment buildings that are not completly 
filled.

It has become much denser & trendier. The demographics 
have changed from a quiet family neighborhood with a 
suburban feel to a trendy hotspot full of nightclubs and 
yuppies. Despite this change, there has been no change 
in bus service, or rapid transit. We were promised rapid 
transit years ago through the monorail, yet now it seems 
like everyone has forgotten about Ballard’s need for rapid 
transit.

Yes it has become unaffordable for most people in Seattle 
and the business area has become primarily bars.

I moved to Ballard in August 2007.  Since then, the Sunset 
Bowl has closed and the Denny’s building has been torn 
down.  Some new condos/apartment buildings have 
opened.
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The positive changes include the library, new water 
park, neighborhood center, and addition of some variety 
restaurants and pubs.   The downside is that there are 
way too many condos. Some is fine, but there has been 
a lack of control over the number of condos developed. 
One drawback to the condo development is that its too 
dense and takes away from the neighborhood feel of 
the place. Condos that are designed to fit in well, i.e. the 
Canal Street condos, are thoughtful and tastefully done. 
But many of the other new condos are just big boxes that 
do not fit in well. Also from an urban planning standpoint 
I wonder just how much water is displaced in the water 
table as a result of all the underground parking built for 
the condos; the concern is that ballard has a high water 
table and this kind of extensive development displaces 
the water and makes the other homes, businesses in the 
neighborhood at risk. Also, the development sites that 
were bought but not redeveloped (i.e. denny and sunset 
bowl) are now big eye sores; when sites are bought 
the chamber of commerce and City of Seattle needs to 
better regulate when these sites will be rebuilt. Basically 
the downside is that there needs to be more control 
over what now is an excess amount of condos in the 
neighborhood. Also, more buses need to be added to the 
commute route downtown to accomodate all the new 
residents -- otherwise traffic will only get denser.

More (empty) condos. Older businesses shutting down; 
different retail (many higher priced) moving in

The changes have been drastic, less affordable housing 
(apts. being turned into condos), less retail business and 
public tranportation is not very effecient.  The four goals 
seem to have taken a long time to fulfill.

It’s gone downhill. The congestion of people, traffic, cars 
(parking) is horrible.

The availability of apartments is dwindling and rent has 
been steadily raised every year.  There is an imbalance 
as far as development in the downtown Ballard area 
compared to Crown Hill.

Much more crowding: megahouses squeezed into older 
established neighborhoods; buses overcrowded; less 
available parking.  Increasing costs, not just due to overall 
inflation and increases in rents, property taxes, etc., but 
also because many of the older small businesses which 
catered to local families are being priced out of the 
neighborhood.  Am very concerned that we not lose all 
of our established small businesses to “development.” 
On the good side, we have a couple of new green spaces 
/ parks within walking distance now and trees and 
plantings e.g. on the median of 8 NW and improvements 
on 14 NW make walking those avenues much more 
pleasant.

A lot!  Lots of new development such as 6 story, block 
long condos/apartment and townhomes lining many 
streets.  In my opinion, the development is not enhancing 
the street scape much- too drab colors, less landscaping 
or open space, and for the townhomes, they offer the 
occupants a drive in, less neighborly environment.  
There is much more density due to all this development 
away from single-occupany homes and paid parking is 
now enforced in the business district.  As a result of the 
density, a lack of parking is an issue.  Also, the shops are 
more upscale, more (and diverse) restaurants, as well 
as a lot less dive bars.  I think the neighborhood is more 
walkable and community oriented due to some of the 
changes.  The Sunday Farmers market is wonderful for 
the community.  Can’t wait to have the QFC completed 
on 24th- we have been without a nearby supermarket for 
years now.  Oh- the Civic center (Library/Neighborhood 
center) and new Park are great assets too.  Overall, I 
would say the neighborhood has improved according to 
the goals of the neighborhood plan and the City’s plan 
to increase density.  Gentrification is one side affect, 
mainly with the displacement of the elderly moving out 
with new, young upperly mobile professionals moving in.  
Otherwise, there has never been a lot of ethnic or racial 
diversity (since I moved to the neighborhood in the mid 
90’s).

Huge density increase. Lack of transportation increase.

Population density seems to have increased with the 
addition of more condos.  Locally owned businesses 
seem to be in trouble.  Many have closed or moved to a 
different neighborhood recently.  The blue collar vibe has 
been giving way due to the increase in number of upscale 
restaurants and night places.

Lots of condo and townhome development.
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Huge amount of condo development, yet condos are still 
largely unfilled.  Exit of old businesses to make way for 
boutiques and restaurants.  Much heavier traffic in and 
out of Ballard, especially the N 45th St. bottleneck as it 
passes under I-99 in just a single lane.

The traffic is out of control.  We have to pay to park in the 
business district.  There seem to be more families with 
young children.  Public transportation is not serving our 
needs.

I’ve seen a lot of retail turnover, especially on Market 
street. Many new dense housing developments have 
gone up in the same area.

So many condos! So much construction!

Positive:   - Better/nicer parks   - Wonderful library    
Negative:   - Why can’t this stupid city build a light rail 
system like every other modern, civilized city?!?! Stop 
the endless votes and build the damn thing already!!   - 
Constant whining about the bike trail. Again, just build 
the damn thing and be done with it.    - Horrible mass 
transit. Buses only run once every 20 minutes during rush 
hour?!?! Are you freaking kidding me?? During rush hour 
buses should run every 5-10 minutes (again, as they do in 
most modern cities!)

More ‘modern’ commercial services. More/better parks. 
Feeling of pride.  Ballard is now a destination.

-A lot more people jamming up the bus lines.  The area 
needs to think seriously about the light rail or higher 
volume busing.

Higher home prices, more bus riders, many new 
restaurants and a Trader Joe’s

Many old single-family homes torn down and 2-8 
townhomes built in their place.  Old commercial buildings 
torn down and replaced with large condo buildings, many 
of which are still on the market.

High-density housing has increased significantly.

Higher rents, more condominiums than can be sold.  
This is a neighborhood of empty condos, and a mass 
of restaurants.  I do like the little pocket parks being 
developed, but they do no good if the neighbors can’t 
afford to stay in the neighborhood to enjoy them.  I am 
in no way against development or condos, but there are 
way more than our fair share over here in Ballard.  Also, 
businesses have been (lately) forced out as soon as their 
leases expire.  We could use more rent control to keep 
businesses that have been here for years from leaving.  I 
don’t see that in the plans anywhere.

Lots of development in the form of row townhomes, 
specifially in the Crown Hill area I live.  Other than that, 
Crown Hill has not seen many changes (though I’ve only 
lived in the neighborhood 10 years, my family has owned 
the house in Crown Hill for 30+ years).  Ballard, which I 
visit often because of the culture and services it provides, 
has seen even more development.  It is as if the sun is 
being blocked out by large buildings.  I still do enjoy what 
Ballard has to enjoy, but the population has changed and 
it’s been said many times, it’s just not as quaint as it used 
to be.

Traffic has gotten more congested.  Lots of new 
construction (plenty of it stalled due to economy).  More 
graffiti.  More close-knit feeling.

A lot more congested, less parking, and still even less 
parking that now cost money, it is losing it’s identity, it 
would appear much more transient visitors be it in run 
down campers or the in crowd coming to eat and drink at 
our restaurants. Much skinnier houses and multi family 
dwellings that are moving people out of the front yards 
and destroying the fabric of “the Neighborhood” basically 
the reason that Ballard was an attractive place to move to 
is not so slowly disapearing.

More businesses & services, more housing (though 
not more rental housing or affordable housing); more 
population & more crowded transit; too many strollers

Yes, we have many new wonderful businesses and 
restaurants. Plus more housing and parks.
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I currently live in Sunset Hill, and lived in Crown Hill for 
7 years.  Sunset Hill has changed little (fortunately).  
Crown Hill has changed very little (unfortunately); 
it still has terrible infrastructure (no sidewalks, poor 
drainage), not much retail redevelopment.  Ballard as a 
whole has obviously changed dramatically, and mostly 
for the better.  While much of the recent townhome 
development is architecturally horrendous -- the 
townhome building code sorely need to be updated! -- 
increased density has brought thriving street life, many 
new restaurants and shops and transformed Ballard into a 
thriving urban village and a wonderful place to call home.

I moved to Ballard in 2005 and since then there has been 
an explosion in multi-unit housing...condos everywhere!

My Ballard/CrownHill neighborhood has been overbuilt 
with condos and many nieghborhood landmarks 
were torn down to make room for the condos that 
now sit mostly empty. Once they fill up, it will be way 
too crowded. The neighborhood has lost some of its 
character in the rush to overbuild by greedy developers 
and I dont think the city did a good job in protecting our 
neighborhood from this. Also there is a big transient 
problem

Many more (empty) condos, much more street life 
(great!), has become a destination neighborhood

Yes, the Ballard neighborhood has grown very rapidly.  
The growth has caused a small, sleepy neighborhood to 
transform into a densly populated urban village.  While 
I enjoy some of the changes, it seems there wasn’t any 
advanced planning on the city’s part to prepare the 
neighborhood for a growth spurt.  Hardly anything has 
been done to improve traffic flow; the buses are always 
overflowing; plus parking has become impossible.  The 
infrastructure should have been put into place before 
turning Ballard into an “urban village.”

In the last 4 years I’ve seen a ton of businesses close for 
condo developments.  Most Notibly the affordable 24 
hour denny’s and 24 hour bowling alley.  Now they’re 
just empty lots!    The monorail which was supposed to 
have 2 stations was shut down leaving overcrowded 
buses to get to my work downtown.   And I’m anticipating 
the shutting down of the viaduct soon, removing easy 
access to 99.    On the plus side, the businesses that are 
here are still walkable from my house, crime is low and 
the people are still friendly.  It’s also less crowded then 
freemont (for now)    Oh, did I mention someone decided 
it would be a good idea to put a retirement community on 
Ballard Avenue aka the bar boulevard?  And now the old 
residents are complaining about the noise?  In addition, 
if the Condo that’s replacing the iconic Denny’s ever gets 
under way the anchor store is a bartels...You know the 
drug store.... LITTERALY 20 FEET FROM A 24 HOUR 
WALLGREENS!?!      It’s this kind of crappy planing that is 
ruining the neighborhood

Lots more pan handlers, graffitti, and too many shelters 
that we can’t support.

More condos have been promised, more businesses 
demolished or become vacant, and more local institutions 
have disappeared due to rising costs.

Ballard is so much less affordable than it used to be.  
Housing is very expensive here.

Since I’ve been here (about 2.5 years), it seems that little 
consideration, if any, is given to disabled residents when 
it comes to conversations with public transit.  Also, there 
is no public check on the loss of quality independent 
businesses while new businesses do not cater to the most 
common income level of the neighborhood.  (example: 
Asher Anson, do we really need $100 jeans? while we’ve 
just lost the two best used bookstores in the city?)  I love 
the feel of Ballard and the community minded-ness, but it 
does seem to be rapidly evolving into a place I can’t afford 
to live and shop.

Small local stores driven out by rising rents.  Large 
condo buildings blocking out the sky...unoccupied and 
unaffordable.  Traffic jams.  We still have no railroad 
station.  The Loyal Heights playfield ruined with plastic 
grass.    On the good side, the farmer’s market thrives and 
many excellent new restaurants have opened.  The Burke 
Gilman trail extension is well done.  A few pocket parks 
added.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Ballard is much more dense then it was 10 years ago.  It is 
much more busy and crowded and more like part of the 
city then a residential neighborhood.

Houses have been replaced by ugly 4-plex condos.  
The streets have become crowded with parked cars.   
Property crime has increased.

There are more apartments and condos and more 
restaurants

neighborhood density is has gone overboard.  Ballard’s 
character is slowly being stripped away with the addition 
of condominium after condominium.  Driving north over 
the Ballard Bridge provides a veiw of the beginnings of a 
Ballard’s very own skyline.  Nothing against Bellevue but 
is that where we are headed?

Ballard has become much more dense, businesses have 
thrived and the parks have continually improved.

The higher densities located in Ballard have resulted 
in a neighborhood that seems more like a city and less 
like a neighborhood.  The city government seems more 
intrusive in the daily life of the area.  Parking meters etc.  
have removed the sense of community and the dense 
cookie-cutter housing makes Ballard look like every other 
place in Seattle, much less every other city.

It is denser, wealthier, hipper, trendier, has more business 
activity, and feels more vibrant.

Large numbers of existing single family dwellings have 
been razed and replaced with high density apartment,  
condominium, and townhouse structures leading to 
a significant increase in population (as per the urban 
village philosophy of the plan).  However, there has been 
NO concomitant increase in police, fire, or bus service.  
While water and sewer infrastructure capacity has been 
updated I do not know if electrical substation and line 
carrying capacity have. Sen similarly upgraded to serve 
increased number of households, residents and demand.

There have been both positive and negative changes.  
Traffic is much worse, not to mention that 24th going 
southbound crossing Market is a nightmare most of the 
time.  How about the left lane be for eastbound traffic 
onto Market, the center lane be southbound only and the 
right lane be for westbound traffic onto Market.  And we 
now must pay for parking in the downtown core.  Areas 
are being overtaken by those who seem homeless and 
mentally challenged while causing some uneasiness with 
residents.  Love the Sunday Market, library and the BG 
Trail that ends at GG.  Truly wish we could get the missing 
link finished.  Some parking would be sacrificed but for 
the betterment of the whole.  Many pedestrians and 
cyclists use this area now and it would be wonderful to 
have it finished to bring more of the same to Ballard.

More core density, traffic, increased bike-car conflict/
tension ...

Lots more people and cars. Noisier. More businesses that 
I like are here now, such as Fred Meyer and Trader Joe’s, 
although many small businesses have come and gone 
during this time.

Lost the monorail.

Public buildings, like the library, have been welcome 
additions.  But, the additions of unattractive 
condominium buildings has been horrific.

The neighborhood has seen tremendous growth.  Much 
more housing and retail space. Not enough public 
transportation options.

Increasing number of young families (a big plus since 
bring stability, youth, energy and commitment to 
neighborhood improvement).  Increasing number of 
cars parked on street - streets more difficult to navigate 
and difficult to pull cars out of driveway safely.  I live on 
80th and traffic seems to go faster as time progresses 
- big negative.  Starting to see some new businesses in 
Crown Hill - revitalizes area.      Big negative - Safeway gas 
station added development that is NOT neighborhood 
friendly.  Both City Council and Mayor’s staff (DPD/DOT) 
dropped the ball for our neighborhood by failing to follow 
through on commitment to maintaining pedestrian 
zoning per agreements with neighborhood groups and 
allowed a window for project to move forward.  Would 
have benefitted from alternate uses like multi-use 
business/residential development on site.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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Keep the Parks Levy renewing! Ballard is woefully behind on green space, but it made good progress in the past 10 
years with Ballard Commons, Salmon Bay Natural Area, Ballard Corners Park and the recent purchase of the New Park 
on 9th.     The library and Neighborhood Center is fantastic. I use both all the time!    I like that the business district is 
attracting new restaurants and pubs. I’m seeing a lot of long time small businesses leaving the downtown district and 
being replaced by chains. This is not good. The building owners are becoming too greedy by increasing rents. This needs 
to be controlled.

other things respondents are pleased about:
• It’s still fairly quiet here.
• Old Ballard District, new cottages
• Farmers market
• Parents are engaged in their kids schools.
• More people walking and on bike as a 
lifestyle.
• some historical houses still around
• Walkability
• The founding of Crown Hill Neighborhood 
Association and our own Sustainable 
Crown HIll group.
• walkability, I don’t need my car most of 
the time
• the mood
• pride in Ballard (including Ballard High 
School)

• you got the library and Ballard Commons 
Park right
• Overall vibe is still friendly.
• sidewalk cafe / restaurant options
• New bike lanes
• active street life, people out at all times
• too many new buildings
• farmer’s market
• no sidewalks
• I am glad Denny’s is gone.
• Our ballard blog: myballard.org
• farmers market, community events
• None of the above,  all are in terrible 
shape
• Most pleased when Ballard is left alone 
by downtown interests. Also, Bus #17

• Great new businesses
• Ballard Ave landmark district is a jewel.
• common meeting places for groups
• neighborhood feeling
• Sustainable Ballard
• That the Crown HIll school will be a 
community friendly area and not a condo 
village.
• art
• Overall feeling of liveliness.
• Online community blogs like myballard.
com!
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The Ballard Commons park is nice to have, but we need 
more of a police presence to keep the homeless from 
sleeping and littering our park.  We are also fortunate to 
live next to the Ballard Corners park which has been a 
great small open space for our son.

I am pleased about the value of property so we can 
hopefully soon sell our home of 47 years and get out of 
this city. It is too crowded, noisy and impersonal.

better choice for food

I love the open spaces Ballard crown hill provides.  That is 
one of main reasons I moved here.

I like the business development.  I like the open spaces.

Nice civic center development (library and park), new 
restaurants- lots of options as well as nice stores (can 
almost get anything one needs in the neighborhood).

Ballard homes are all so unique, I’m happy they are 
being refurbished and not just raised for a new modern 
box. I LOVE the nice restaurants and all of the choices. 
The new condos are OK, some of the designs are a tad 
boxy but it could be worse. I believe in density with that 
neighborhood feel!

The library is a saving grace, as are the Locks.

Cottages development great density option (60th street), 
great park in Ballard Commons,

The library is wonderful, also the parks and open spaces 
have clearly been given a priority and it’s a joy to go to 
any of the playgrounds in the area.  Everything from the 
zipline at Salmon Bay to the grounds have been well 
maintained.    I love the thriving downtown Ballard, it’s 
generally a nice place to walk around and window shop.

The new park is great.  Very well designed for a variety of 
users.  I’m glad they included the skate bowl, even though 
I’ll never use it.

I like the large commercial buildings that are going up, 
like Ballard Blocks. But I don’t understand why there 
aren’t better businesses going into these?? There are too 
many trendy un-needed stores going in everywhere in 
Ballard, and I think we need more of the “staple” stores.

Although pleased with the momentum we’ve had with 
parks and open space in Ballard, we need more to provide 
livable spaces for people - particularly as more people 
are attracted to living in dense, mixed-use environments.  
I wish that Bergen Park could be improved and made 
more of a community asset than it is.  Also - the business 
district on Ballard Avenue and Market Street, as well as 
the smaller neighborhood business districts need support 
to remain viable.  That doesn’t just mean shopping there - 
but also ensuring that land use decisions are not made to 
create car-oriented mall-type developments on the edge 
of our community that will detract from businesses we 
need within walking/biking distance.  We’ve just lost all 
our bookstores - and I think that’s a shame.

Providing all the additional housing is great because 
Ballard is doing it’s part to prevent urban sprawl.  The 
additional businesses in Ballard is nothing but good 
and the new construction is bringing life back to the 
neighborhood.

nice libray and park, variety of businesses

the development of Ballard Avenue into a retail district

new library is great

love what’s happening on Ballard Ave.

Historic district (Ballard Ave. is a constant and an anchor.

I like the local shops of old Ballard and hope they continue 
to grow and thrive.

It is a nice area to walk.

I love that the buses are available to many of the locations 
I frequent. Sometimes they are a bit too crowded and not 
always air-conditioned.

Although we love our home and neighborhood, we wish it 
were more pedestrian friendly.

The restaurants and bars just keep on comin’! It’s 
nice to have so many new options, and most of the 
establishments improve the neighborhoods.

More parks and green spaces please.
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I’m glad we’ve kept the skate park, the water park is 
great, and the library is also fantastic. I’m always pleased 
with green space and kid friendly places and will always 
vote to fund them.

Enjoy the new restaurants.  Wish there was a better plan 
for parking in these areas and congestions.

We couldn’t be more pleased to see the purchase of the 
old Crown Hill Elementary School by Small Faces.  And 
the purchase of the open space by the City of Seattle.  It 
really shows how the Crown Hill community can work 
with the City of Seattle to make good things happen in 
our own backyard.

The Ballard Library is nice and so is the little park on 
Market with the eccentric artwork. Unfortunately, we 
can’t afford to live in Ballard.

Happy Small Faces got the old elementary school. 
Looking forward to a community center there along with 
a better park. Also happy about red light camera at 80th 
and 15th. Should have one at 85th and 15th going all 
directions. Nice new library in Ballard, too bad a homeless 
couple with vicious dog are often in front scaring children.

Upgrades in facilities like the Ballard Library and the 
fountain/skateboard park.

Library should have been 20,000 sq.ft not 15,000, we 
knew we would need the space and Deb Jacobs agreed 
with me eventually. Need to convert the basement to 
more computer user space and eject the cars.

It has been great to see the investments in our 
neighborhood libraries (Ballard and Greenwood), new 
park development, and some improvements in the B-G 
Trail.  It has been great to see the new businesses in the 
Ballard urban core (great restaurants).

We are very supportive of the pocket parks and other 
green spaces (Ballard Commons, etc.) that have been 
developed since we’ve lived here.

New libraries, new parks!

Ballard offers as much as anywhere in the city for culture 
and entertainment

New stores and restaurants are great. Good to have lots 
of options in one’s own neighborhood.

Love the library. Love the BG trail (pls finish it!). The park/
skatebowl are nice, but could have used less concrete. 
Love our farmers market.

Kudos to the city Parks & Recreation for purchasing the 
7th Elect Site Acquisition site. Also for the pocket parks 
that have been established.

ballard has a serious condo problem and is losing its 
heritage

Love the skate park.  We need more places like this 
for teens, and especially male teens, to hand out 
productively.

The addition of new businesses, nightlife, culture has 
made the neighborhood significantly nicer than it was.

The increase in housing density is good (reduces urban/
suburban sprawl), the library is great, I do the majority of 
shopping and much of my eating out in my neighborhood 
now, and many of the homes in my immediate 
neighborhood have been renovated or otherwise 
improved.

I’m one of the few people who don’t mind the new 
condos and townhouses.  I think they’re nicely kept and 
add livelihood to the neighborhood.  I just wish there 
was additional public transportation to help with the 
increased density.

Good job on library and open space, farmer market

Love the new library and the bike trail to Golden gardens.

Ballard used to be boring and felt isolated from the 
rest of the city.  The new public facilities/parks and new 
businesses, particularly on Market & Ballard Ave, have 
made it a fun, interesting neighborhood.  I feel a much 
greater sense of community here than I did 10 years ago.

Ballard Commons Park is wonderful as is the Library. I like 
the old library building, so I’m glad it’s still there. I think 
the increased housing density is good.

The new library is nice -- on the inside.  Outside, it’s 
surrounded by aggressive panhandlers and chronic 
homeless.    In spite of the wave of new Ballardites, Metro 
seems to be holding up pretty well -- my commute is as 
smooth as ever.
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Strong sense of community and local ownership, many 
residents support buying locally and getting to know each 
other

I love the Farmer’s Market - keep it up.

We strongly advocate bike paths for commuting and like 
the improvements but feel more can be done.

Wide diversity of businesses and public services/facilities

I love the new Trader Joe’s!

Ballard is full of enjoyable parks. The two nearby libraries, 
Fremont and Ballard, are excellent. It remains a pretty 
safe place. The retail services, including night life, food 
shopping and restaurants, have improved dramatically 
since I’ve lived here.

LOVE the new library and skate park.

We’re fortunate to have a thriving “downtown”

I like Ballard Ave. I think it was tastefully rennovated 
but I regret that it doesn’t honor the seafaring culture in 
Ballard.

Growth in downtown Ballard is great.

Ballard is an urban oasis with a near-perfect blend of 
urban amenities, density, residential neighborhood and 
recreation.

I really like the influx of new businesses to Ballard.

I’m very happy that the city has partnered with Microsoft 
to support the “Connector” bus service for Microsoft 
employees.

I love this neighborhood.  Generally speaking, it has been 
able to maintain it’s character regardless of the massive 
changes occurring.  The people that live here share a 
great since of community.

Ballard still retains a great ‘sense of community’ and 
the parks and community centers no doubt have a lot 
to do with this. Although the East stretch of Market St. 
between 20th and 14th and 15th Ave between Market and 
85th still leaves much to be desired (bad 60’s architecture, 
trash, strip clubs, random blood bank with people 
hanging around, boarded up buildings, etc.), the central 
shopping district on Ballard Ave has retained its charm 
and improved for the better with new restaurants and 
shops.

one of the main reasons we moved here was because we 
love the parks and library - plus how close we are to the 
heart of downtown Ballard.

Commuting to work through public transportation has 
been an added value of living in Crown Hill.

I am commenting on Crown Hill  The purchase of the 
Crown Hill School & Park I am very please with.    There 
have been no other changes so I can’t be pleased with 
anything else.  If rapid-ride (as planned), or light rail goes 
in I will be happy  My neighbors  The variety of housing, 
architecture  That the neighborhood is not upscale.

The new skate bowl and library are great.

I love the new ballard library and commons park.  I am 
really pleased with the parks program.  The community 
centers are amazing and very useful.

I think that Ballard has one of the best business districts 
in Seattle!  There’s a great selection of stores, restaurants, 
and bars.

I have enjoyed the new restaurants opening around 
Ballard and the wonderful library we have.

Like the new library.

Crown Hill School site purchase!!!!

There are a lot of parks to go to with children.  I like the 
new library and I love all the new stores and restaurants.  
I end up staying in Ballard most of the time and I think it 
has a great sense of community.
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I love the skate park and library and the smaller parks 
located throughout Ballard.  I love the small town feel of 
Ballard (although this is changing with all the condos).  I 
love there is an older generation living here that stabilizes 
the sense of community to balance out all the younger 
folks moving here.

I’ll speak to aspects of the neighborhood since I haven’t 
lived here long.    I like that Ballard is getting increasing 
bike-friendly, since I bike for recreation and commuting.  
I love Ballard’s old buildings.  I love that there are lots of 
independent stores and restaurants.

I love the true “neighborhood” feel of Ballard.  Active 
community centers, families playing in parks, great 
walkability.

I like the parks, and the fact that a new one was opened 
recently.  The library and service center are very 
impressive, good service.

Again, downtown Ballard is becoming more vibrant 
during the day and evening . . .the civic additions 
dowtown Ballard add to the community feel along 
with the Farmer’s Market on Sunday, the Library, the 
downtown Park . . .more apt’s and codo’s downtown.  
More vibrancy downtown makes it feel more safe.

the new developments in Ballard have been great.  
Although, it’s too bad that we are not seeing more of that 
kind of thing closer to Crown Hill.  When the Greenwood 
Fred Meyer is redone and the 85th corridor is revitalized, 
that will be great for me.  Again, perhaps Crown Hill 
needs to partner there instead.

Love the bike lanes/sharrows. Love the library.

Overall, I am very happy with the communal aspects of 
Ballard (parks and open spaces.) I am particularly pleased 
with the pedestrian friendly nature of downtown Ballard.

The library is great.

Looking forward to the new park in Crown Hill when/if it 
ever comes.

The new library is great but is a little to small for the 
demand, specially of meeting spaces for neighborhood 
groups. The community center since to provide mostly 
spaces for kids. There is a lack of indoor activities spaces 
(different than bars and restaurants) for the new youth 
adult population coming to the neighborhood.  The new 
parks and open spaces are great but more is needed.

I like the small park near the library but need MORE park 
space. Sunday Ballard Market!

I am pleased that through this growth period we are 
preserving some historic buildings. I am pleased that 
parts of the Burke Gilman trail were completed (but the 
most dangerous section was not completed).

Increasing number of owner-occupied homes resulting 
in improvements to housing/neighborhoods that make 
them more attractive, livable.

Library is wonderful asset and resource. Interesting 
businesses.

I like the new Ballard commons park, with the new 
library across the street. I also like the increased variety 
of businesses and services available (although it would 
be nice if the Bartell’s Pharmacy was open 24 hours like 
Walgreens).

Library is great. Love that we continue to have family 
owned businesses. Quality and variety of restaurants are 
getting better and better.

The libraries and parks are the best thing about the 
neighborhood.

The fact that we continue to see new businesses open is 
good. Hopefully they won’t all be resturants and high end 
clothing boutiques.

I think the library is great, if only they would get rid of the 
three guys always drinking outside.

The library reflects the personality of Ballard that *was*, 
but is now gone.  The park does what parks *should* do 
-- you can go by virtually any time and there are people 
using it as it was intended.  Congratulations on these two 
projects -- job well done!
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Our library and new parks are wonderful!

The community seems very concerned and tries to really 
clean up its parks.

I’ve always loved Ballard for the easy access to practically 
everything one needs such as grocery stores, music 
stores, restaurants, movie theater, parks, gyms, etc.  
However with the economy being what it is, I am sad 
to see many wonderful businesses that have served the 
public for many years vanish.

I like the shops & restaurants in downtown Ballard.  The 
community centers are great.

While it’s sad to see a lot of the longstanding businesses 
disappear in downtown Ballard, the neighborhood is 
definitely a thriving center of commerce.

The public buildings and area parks are fantastic.

The overall housing stock quality has increased along 
with all of the development, that’s a good thing. There 
have been city resources put into parks and open spaces 
with the Ballard Commons. And we could not be more 
pleased with our library about which we are very proud to 
use on just about a weekly basis.

if you are going to increase density, you should increase 
parks and open space as well, however much of a 
contradiction that sounds like.

The parks are excellent here.  There’s always somewhere 
to walk.  The Ballard Library is a beautiful building.  
It’s good that we have a Loyal Heights and Ballard 
Community Center, although I feel disconnected to 
them.  Ballard has a nice amount of small businesses and 
restaurants.

I absolutely love the big new condo buildings! Nothing 
pleases me more than the density and walkability they 
can bring to the neighborhood.     Transit continues 
to be good - the buses are running on time, and seem 
well-used. I do wish east-west travel was less of a joke 
in Seattle as from Ballard we must do so much of it. We 
definitely need to be way out ahead on getting a LINK 
station placed as rail connections will really let us grow 
into the walking neighborhood we should be and make us 
less of an island.

I’d like to thank Mayor Nickles for his simplification of the 
application process for getting a sidewalk cafe... having 
them, and therefore having people sitting outside and 
showing themselves, lowers crime, increases the sense of 
neighborhood and community, and is just fun.  I love this 
trend, and hope it continues.

Thank you for better and more parks and open space.

New library and park are great.

I love all of the stores and restaurants in Ballard.  It is 
great all of the community events that we are a part of, 
including the Sunday Markets, Art Walks, Tuesday nights 
out and more.

Great parks and library.

I love Ballard and there is very little I have displeased 
about.

I love the Ballard Commons and the diversity of people 
using it.

New Ballard library is nice.  Like that it has green roof.

The library is FANTASTIC.

Great parks, wonderful businesses, love the new library.

Thanks for buying the new park.

Really enjoy “old town” ballard and the restaurants and 
shops there.  Enjoy the locks and golden gardens.

LOVE the library! Love the busy street life!

I am pleased with the increase in density.

I appreciate the extra attention given to parks, the extra 
police patrols and the work done to the Burke-Gilman 
trail;    I appreciate the new civic buildings like the Comm 
Ctr and the Library.    And I like the unque restaurants and 
businesses that have moved in such as La Isla, Piccolino’s 
and Cafe Esperanza.

I am generally pleased with safety, but I don’t feel  as safe 
as I did a few years ago.  I love all the parks, but usually 
don’t go there in the evening, due to troubling reports.
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Love the new library and community areas, new parks in 
ballard.

The parks that are here are great - I’d like to see more 
space devoted to parks instead of high rise condo 
buildings with retail.  The library is fantastic.  There are 
many new and wonderful restaurants and businesses in 
Ballard.  I hope most of them survive the bad economy.

The commercial district is lively and attractive, though 
I’m concerned by the growing number of “mom-and-pop” 
businesses being driven out by escalating rents.

The library and local city office are wonderful.  The 
improvements to sidewalks and to various buildings 
in historic Ballard are also wonderful.  The growth in 
restaurants is nice.

A lot of new upscale stores and restaurants have made 
their way into downtown Ballard and are bringing a 
liveliness to that area.

Love the Ballard Library.

The library is nice, but it’s currently filthy. Smokers are 
allowed to sit in those metal seats, and their cigarette 
butts have been packed into the metal stairs down to the 
parking garage. But again, the actual library itself is very 
nice.

the library is great. parks have been good addition too.

food choices (restaurant, grocery, farmer’s market), nice 
library space

Nice to see new, entrepreneurial business trying their 
hand in Ballard.  Nice to see new parks opening up.

New parks and existing park are wonderful.  I use the 
library and community center pool several times each 
week.  Farmers market is exceptional and shopping and 
eating can’t be beat!

I love the library and all the stores and restaurants in 
Ballard.

I love the new library and am looking forward to the new 
Metro transportation opportunities.

i like the new parks and skate bowl.

Great public spaces, indoors & out. Also appreciate 
the diversity of shops & restaurants and things like the 
Farmers’ Market.

Farmers Market

Good bars have opened up in Ballard.  Pretty good 
resturants as well.  A few condos are good looking but 
several are terrible looking!  Who approved these things?

The new library is nice and the park rehab projects have 
been effective.

Glad about the library and the public park. But why take 
away the parking at the library? Added to the mess on the 
street.

More parks are welcome, but only when the are not over 
taken by vagrants, drunks and panhandlers.

the farmer’s mkt is a nice addition to Ballard

Finally, we have Crown Hill school site. We’ve waited 7 
years to get this done. The school district should never 
have put it up for sale, but the city did the right thing in 
purchasing it.

I like the parks.  I have a young son and we use them all 
the time.

Bus routes are nice down 15th, now we just need the rail 
car in

Love the business district and various events (Tuesdays 
in Ballard/ Art walk). Library and community center are 
fantastic

Ballard feels very safe.  I like the greater density and 
housing in downtown Ballard.

Bus transportation is close to where I live, big plus.  My 
neighborhood/housing & neighbors, the best.  Playfields 
not too far away, close enough for the grandkids when 
they visit.  Library is at the hub of activity and is a focal 
point.

Very little to be pleased about - less cultural diversity than 
expected. More gentrification.
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Ballard library is good, fair number of parks within 
walking distance.  Downtown Ballard business is still 
thriving and attempts to preserve Ballard Ave feel is 
good.

I like how Ballard seems to be it’s own nice little town.  
I can pretty much function totally within Ballard.  The 
library is amazing

Glad to see that these facilities have been improved.

Library and new Ballard Commons Park are nice 
additions.

Looking forward to the new park that will come to light at 
the Crown Hill school.

Love the new library. I’m really happy with the 
improvements in the bike arena.

Great job on the new library and neighboring park, but 
I put parks as both good and bad as there are more of 
them and they are nice, but many seem to have been 
taken over by drunks and drug slingers, not exactly what 
we were hoping for.

Love the new library. Nice options for eating on and 
about Market st. The area is hopping.

New construction updates the neighborhood and, in 
most cases, is tasteful and fits with the surrounding 
atmosphere and neighborhood decor.

Parks and open spaces mitigate the building 
development to a great degree.  Do not want Ballard 
Crown Hill to become another concrete downtown.

I love the Ballard Commons Park and the community 
centers in each neighborhood (Loyal Heights, etc)

LOVE, LOVE, LOVE the new Ballard Library, Ballard 
Commons Park and Ballard Corners Park. Would like to 
see Bergen Place become something more diverse and 
interesting, not just a place to sit down.

Love the library and commons.  Like the density in 
general.

Thank god we have our parks and community centers 
still.  They rock!!

Great library building.

Like Commons Park.

I feel lucky to have been able to purchase a house in 
Loyal Heights but worry about accessibility of housing 
for others (such as when the Lock Vista apartments were 
going condo, or when we got kicked out of our last rental 
due the owner’s personal reasons).

New Ballard commons and other small parks nice. New 
library is fantastic. The variety and quality of shopping 
and eating in downtown Ballard has increased, though I 
do miss Blazes and Sunset, we still have Hatties Hat and 
the Sloop!

The new park near the library is great.  I like the many 
restaurants and shops that are new.  I like the sidewalk 
use by restaurants--it makes for a vibrant neighborhood.

Library is nice

I really like the fact that we are building more libraries, 
creating more open spaces and trying to get more of a 
sense of community.  There’s more work to do, but there 
seems to be a good start.

It is clear the both the parks and public spaces have been 
well thought out in terms of user needs and impact.

Bus transportation has improved. The new library is a 
wonderful asset to the community.

That view diagonally across the new Ballard Commons 
Park to the new library is just wonderful - A neo Ballard 
moment

I like that can walk to the grocery store and a few 
restaurants.  The Metro buses #15 and #28 serve this 
neighborhood well.  Hope to see the new Rapid Ride 
soon.

Money going into public facilities is great, and will always 
be repaid many times over.

The park at 57th/58th and 22nd is really gorgeous.  
Maintenance at Salmon Bay Park is sufficient.

nothing has changed in crown hill. Still no sidewalks..
Unacceptable
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We live a couple of blocks away from the Loyal Heights 
Community Center.  We have two young kids and we are 
constantly going there to play, as well as attend classes 
and neighborhood meetings.

The library is fantastic and I like the skate-park with the 
water fountain. I am very excited about how the business 
district has developed in the past 10 yrs. I can just walk 
down to Ballard ave without a plan and always find 
something great to eat and drink.

Ballard is lucky to have well-maintained parks and 
beautiful libraries. Also, the neighborhood sidewalks 
make the area very livable.

The new Ballard and Greenwood libraries, Golden 
Gardens facilities, and Ballard Commons are very nice--
my family and I visit them regularly.

I love the 15 & 28 bus lines!!!

I am looking forward to a new park at 9th Ave NW & also 
on the Small Faces property.

I feel we are under represented in city cousel and 
otherwise. When can east ballard get some open park 
space and safety improvments and when will the city put 
higher expectations for the random condo/retail buildings 
coming in so quickly?

metro express routes along 15th and 24th ave is excellent, 
and I’m looking forward to the transit corridor and the 
completion of the “missing link” of the Burke-Gilman.

Unlike many other neighborhoods in Seattle, Ballard 
maintains a small town feel by providing for all aspects 
of daily life within close walking distance.  I love being 
able to leave my car at home; I only use it on those rare 
occasions when I need to leave the hood and a bus won’t 
suffice.

Some of the nicest libraries and parks of any city I’ve lived 
in.

I like the changes in the business district, but see 
continued loss of small businesses (other than restaurants 
and bars) as a threat to our community.

Ballard has seen an explosion of small boutiques and 
locally owned restaurants and bars in it’s downtown core.  
This has been very pleasing.

I am pleased that the community is trying hard to get 
help to change thing. For the better.  I wish we could get 
some serious assistance.

Sunday Farmer’s Market

Need more businesses on the fringes as well, but living in 
a healthy, walkable, sustainable neighborhood is worth 
the price of housing.  During the snowstorm I did not 
leave my neighborhood because Ballard had everything I 
needed for work, life and recreation.

Several small parks have been installed, but I worry about 
the expense of proper upkeep of all parks.

I am pleased that I was one of many who yelled loud 
and hard a couple of years ago about keeping the #17 
bus frequency. There also was an earlier attempt many 
years ago to gut that route. We spoke up at the Ballard 
library. So iIm glad that the folks behind that idea weren’t 
allowed to take the easy way out. We made ‘em think, 
and then work a better plan.

The Skate park and the new library are two places I 
am pleased about. Ballard Landmark was also a good 
addition. Still waiting for the waterfront hotel...

New library and surroundings.

See question 1

Playgrounds, green spaces, community centers are all 
greatly appreciated (and could use more funding).

love the library, and the parks.  Enjoy the retail in 
downtown Ballard.

Several parks are within walking distance and this is great 
for everyone.

The library is nice; but with the advent of the Internet, 
Libraries are a obsolete concept.

I am pleased about the new Ballard Library and adjacent 
park. I am pleased that the old 3-GI complex was rebuilt 
into a commerce park, though I am displeased that there 
are only two businesses there that are NOT national 
chain/franchise stores.

It’s nice to have so many parks within walking distance 
(about 4 miles for me)
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I love all the new businesses.

I think the new library in Ballard and the surrounding 
area looks very nice.  I appreciate that there is parking 
available though it is somewhat difficult to know that it is 
there.

For the most part, I really value the cultural, recreational 
and commercial opportunities that I have within walking 
distance of my house.  Ballard has done a great job of 
developing these aspects of the neighborhood.

I am happy to see that we have an abundance of grocery 
stores that are neighborhood friendly.

The effort to add and maintain parks and open space has 
been quite a nice improvement.

I wouldn’t want to live in Ballard if it wasn’t for all the 
restaurants, shops, movie theater, etc, within walking 
distance of my home.

Great library!

I like the new library and community center in Ballard and 
the skate park across from it.

library rebuilds are very nice.

Ballard feels more family friendly today than 10 years 
ago, which I would like to see continue.

I have checked several as most pleased and most 
dissatisfied because for instance, I’m pleased I can get to 
the U District easily from Crown Hill on public transit, but 
getting to NE Seattle is quite difficult.

I think the area is very safe and has good access to open 
spaces.

The parks are great, the library in the core of Ballard is 
wonderful and many of the businesses are also highlights 
of the neighborhood.

The new Ballard Library is amazing. It is the nicest of all 
the city libraries in my opinion (much less overwhelming 
than the downtown branch).

If I were rating the downtown Ballard area, I would have 
checked every box, but I live in Crown Hill.  *I love the 
Ballard Library and use it frequently.

I enjoy the new public facilities but would like to see even 
more retail and businesses along 24th, and away from 
Downtown Ballard.

The Ballard Library and skate park have been great 
additions to the neighborhood.  Old Ballard is better than 
ever in terms of things to do and diversity of restaurants 
and stores.

The local parks are great.

The Ballard Library is beautiful. The Ballard Community 
Center is too. We could use a greener park...one with 
lots of trees and shade. The current parks have a lot of 
concrete.

great restaurants and SOME good retail (though more is 
needed)

The library and adjacent park area is a beautiful addition 
to the community.  The diversification and addition of 
stores and businesses in ballard also greatly enhances the 
neighborhood.

We hope that the bus service will continue to improve.

We moved to Ballard from Bellevue.  Ballard definitely 
has more of a neighborhood feeling and a sense of 
community.  People are friendly.

I like that you can walk to just about everything you need 
to get to.

I appreciate the efforts to maintain and/or rehab the 
buildings in “Old” Ballard.

I am enjoying the improvements and more availability of 
green spaces to just relax and enjoy.

The new library is wonderful as is the park adjacent.

The Ballard branch of Seattle Public Library is wonderful. 
It fits the neighborhood very well. The new Ballard 
Commons park is a great addition to the neighborhood 
too. It’s small but very pretty and inviting.

Redevelopment of Ballard civic center, especially the 
library, are great. Extension of Burke-Gilman trail is also 
critical -- need to finish the “missing link”. Addition of 
many new businesses, restaurants, etc. in downtown 
Ballard also great.
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aquired new park at 9th and 70-73rd

Ballard is still a safe place to live.  I love our new parks and 
LOVE our new library.

I feel lucky that we got a new library before this recession 
as I think it will be many years before the City prioritizes 
improving such facilities again.  Relieved we did not get 
light rail.

Ballard is a fun place to hang out. There are some good 
shops in the downtown Ballard area. The farmers market 
is great.

Love that Ballard is being refreshed with new people and 
businesses.

I love the neighborhood.  The businesses are great, prices 
are fair, there doesn’t seem to be an air of elitism in the 
restaurants/housing/community as there is in other 
Seattle neighborhoods.

Really like the new Ballard Park - so open and accessible.

The addition of the new Ballard Commons has been 
great.  It’s always a pleasure to see kids playing in the 
fountains during the summer.  The skateboarders are 
always fun to watch.  The new library is wonderfully 
designed.  The addition of a farmer’s market is fabulous.

I like all of the parks and the business district and 
especially the Ballard Library. Transportation is okay, 
but I think there should be light rail coming to the west 
side of Seattle and the Burke Gilman needs to connect 
to Golden Gardens as the current path along Shilshole is 
very dangerous.

The library is lovely and the adjacent service center is nice 
too.  Best thing that’s been done in Ballard!

The library and parks that have been added are great!

I feel that the existing buildings are getting a “face-lift” 
and new business is being brought to Ballard... which is 
great!

Love our Ballard Library and their staff!

It is nice to see local schools being upgraded and the 
facilities improved over the summer.

I would like to see more parks and open spaces. This is 
something that is currently being worked on in Ballard 
and I fully support. I still think we have a long way to go 
to re-green Ballard. I do like the boutique shops and new 
restaurants coming into Ballard. That is a bonus. Keep 
them coming.

Great work on the skate part and library/svs center.

The new Library is wonderful. Ballard Commons is a good 
addition to the community, getting better all the time. It’s 
nice to see new shops and restaurants opening, but the 
pace seems unsustainable. Overall the area feels much 
more vibrant and alive than it did ten years ago.

The Commons is wonderful.

Love the new library and new water park.

Ballard Commons is nice.

Local merchants are always great!

I like the library

good focus on parks

Great job with all the parks, new and existing.  Same with 
the library, cc (classes offered).  Love the restaurants, 
shops.

The new library is really a beautiful building and fits into 
the neighborhood so well. It’s a great new building that 
really adds to the neighborhood.

The new restaurants(last 5 years) are great and really help 
the local area rise.

the buildings in the common area are quite nice (the park 
and the library)

i love love the new parks, esp. the 9th ave park because 
it is right around the corner from me but it  needs to 
be developed more. and ballard commons needs more 
policing.

Retail expansion in Sunset Hill has gone very well

Enjoy the retail and restaurant options now available. 
Non-traditional housing options are also a plus.
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The Ballard Community Center does a very good job 
at offering classes, etc for the neighborhood.  It is a 
welcoming place to visit.  The Ballard Library is also an 
excellent library with a good design and helpful staff.

I enjoy the new parks and open spaces most of all, though 
Bergen Place is underutilized. It needs programming and 
some active use like a coffee shop with outdoor seating. 
I enjoy the new restaurants, but I wish more of the older 
shops I love were able to stay in business.

Community centers are great resources.  Libraries are 
beautiful.

The library is terrific.

The new Commons Park and Library are wonderful 
additions, although the once-lovely old library building 
has become an eyesore.

The community centers, Nordic Museum and Library are 
spectacular.

We love the parks, the downtown Ballard neighborhood 
is fun and active, the library is a great place for all.

I love the improved park areas!  But we need more.

We have lost some businesses, but have happily had new 
shop and business owners come into the neighborhood!

We love the parks and community centers and utilize 
one or both daily.  We love that we can walk to almost 
everything we need (stores and restaurants.)  It is a great 
community.

I like the new library, especially because it has plants on 
the roof to limit its footprint.

I love the walkability factor and that there is diversity in 
services provided.

Very pleased about the 9th Ave. NW pocket park, and 
other parks that have been or are being developed in 
Ballard and Crown Hill area.

I think the library, community center, and open spaces 
are pleasing to spend time in and encourage a sense of 
community.

Ballard has moved from a sleepy urban-suburb to an area 
where it’s easy to go out and shop and eat.  i especially 
love the new library, the farmers market, the park and 
skate bowl, the tuesdays in ballard and other community 
promotions.

The improvements for which a targeted tax was approved 
by a public vote have been completed, e.g. Ballard 
Commons Park, Ballard Library, and Neighborhood 
Service Center.

the bus lines are all over ballard! fantastic! our library is 
wonderful when not full of homeless using the bathroom 
to take showers and turn tricks in, and the library as an all 
day hang out meeting place

I have been in Seattle for 18 years now, and am raising 
my children here, so I feel I know the city very well now.  
Having lived on Capitol Hill, Eastlake, Green Lake and 
Fremont, I can say with certainty that I would probably 
not remain in Seattle if it were not Ballard.

i am overall satisfied with my neighborhood.

i am very happy with my surroundings, golden gardens, 
sunset hill park, locks, our industrial areas, shilshoal 
marina, and our beautiful library commons area

While I didn’t think a new library was needed the facility 
and service center are nice.

New park by the library is nice though the benches are 
not very comfy.

very happy with Ballard Library and Ballard Commons 
Park.  I feel safe in my neighborhood and am happy 
about my very local businesses- Sunset Hill Greenmarket, 
Walter’s Scoop, Rain City Video & Picolino.

I’m so excited that we’re on course with getting mass 
transit and we need to press on with the Viaduct 
replacement.  Tunnel or viaduct replacement .. I don’t 
really care.  Pick one and let’s get going.

I think the city has done a good job growing Ballard but 
they have forgotten about some key issues along the 
way.

The new library is great.  I’m pleased to see that 
the water/skate park still exists even with all of the 
development.
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The direction old Ballard has taken, and the community 
involvementin reducing crime by neighborhood watch 
programs, and reporting onillegal activity to police in our 
open/public spaces

Downtown Ballard is a gem.  Keep the bricked streets and 
quirky stores.  The restaurants and bars are great.    The 
Ballard Pool and library are great.    Keep more bus routes 
(and options for future light rail?) and times coming -- the 
more single drivers we get out of their cars the better.

Crown Hill school/neighborhood center. additional parks

Great commercial center, close to library. Always feels 
like a safe neighborhood.

Happy to see movement of capital into Ballard rather 
than out (in new business, retail, development)

I love my neighborhood and the original, small craftsmen 
homes that we are lucky enough to live in.  With all of the 
bars, restaurants and shops in Ballard, I never have to 
leave (except to work!)

I love the new library and skate park!

I love the parks in Ballard.

I really enjoy having all of the new restaurants and shops 
in downtown Ballard, it seems like Ballard is growing in a 
positive way.

I’m pleased with the plans for the Burke Gilman Trail 
and the commuter rail, too, though those have not yet 
occurred.

Safety is ok, more police would be nice.  Parks and 
libraries are great.  Need to complete Burke Gilman to 
Golden Gardens.  Crown Hill needs a better planned 
“downtown” business district.

The public spaces in Ballard are very nice.  There are times 
that Ballard feels like a town separate from Seattle, and 
the public spaces make it a town to live in.

We love the Greenwood library.  We love being close to 
the 28 and the 48 buslines.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• Intersection of NW 85th and 15th Ave NW
• Loss of industrial sector.
• crowded streets and long  lines at traffic 
lights. Scofflaws often turning right 
without stopping onto arterials.
• the missing link should be finished, 
PROPERLY
• Homeless/Mentally Ill on street
• parking
• Homeless Shelters and loitering near Food 
Bank and nearby parks
• homeless population as it relates to 
safety
• increase of crime
• condos and town houses, bicycle 
infrastructure
• strip bars, plasma center, love zone store, 
etc....
• condos
• sidewalks
• Crap infill townhouses, failing central 
business district, no jobs
• sharrows and the big spending on 
bicycling as a “special interest”
• lack of parking; bicycle lanes in traffic
• density
• parking. Where can you park anymore 
in the neighborhood north of Market and 
east of 15th. New buildings have taken 
curb parking away
• not enough parking on weekend in d/town 

Ballard.
• “buildings” is too general - I would say 
that new townhomes are okay, but there 
needs to be some kind of regulation on the 
construction of multi-unit homes on prior 
single-family lots. This kind of density is 
not attractive or desirable when we also 
have 
• The abandonment of the neighborhood 
plan (gas station) and the lack of action on 
the neighborhood plan.
• Homeless and car-dwellers
• Ticket owners of off leash dogs - running 
free in parks, schools and Golden Gardens.
• build sidewalks
• Homeless people living in cars and parks.
• vagrants and crime
• Lack of sidewalks or other safer areas to 
walk.
• Too many large condo projects
• increased homeless population and drug 
activity
• Homeless services
• traffic!
• Homeless population and threat to safety
• homeless shelters
• Bergen Place
• parking spaces
• crime
• parking due to multi-family housing
• property or buildings that are empty, run 

down
• Burke-Gilman missing link
• People
• Delay in finishing Burke-Gilman; parking
• Tent cities in churches.
• No Bowling!!!
• Parking has gotten very tight!
• Buildings - being built irresponsibly
• No bus service to Golden Gardens
• New Condos
• 15th Ave NW needs improvements
• Homeless population, petty crimes
• Homeless population
• Loss of blue collar jobs
• Roads not very good for biking
• poor design and land use in new condo 
and townhouse units
• Influx of homeless and other migrants
• sidewalks!
• unleashed dogs
• traffic flow
• backyard cottage proposal
• need for more social services to poor and 
homeless
• no sidewalks
• Police presence
• I wanted the Monorail. I am permanently 
angry.
• traffic
• East Ballard has little in the way of parks 
and community centers.

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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• Bicycle and foot traffic safety; child safety
• ALL of the above!
• new high rise residential condos (too 
many)
• Small condos on side streets unwelcome; 
large condos on avenues by public 
transportation welcome.
• Graffiti.
• Graffiti, general filth and rundown look of 
Ballard
• parking for Old Town Ballard residents
• Homeless people, drug and alcohol use, 
RV camping
• Transportation along 20th Ave NW and 
65th Street NW needed
• Loss of the Monorail
• Burke Gilman Trail
• Bad meth-head element moving in
• Homeless
• The transient population that has 
exploded in Ballard.
• too many condos and too many vacant 
buildings
• Condo development needs to cease 
immediately
• Trees and beautification efforts have 
lagged on 15th NW and other busy 

thoroughfares.
• new buildings
• too many condos!
• Burke Gilman missing link
• graffiti
• Street lights/signs
• Lack of attention to parking or 
alternatives to driving like bike trails and 
routes
• The ongoing fight over the missing link.
• traffic, parking, drug dealing, graffiti, 
vandalism
• increase in homelessness
• Multi-story Condos and lack of parking.
• Too many condos and apartment 
buildings have been built.
• too many condos
• Ugly condos
• Leave Ballard alone
• Burk Gillman trail still being held up by 
selfish businesses.
• Lack of sidewalks
• more curbs/sidewalks and traffic circles... 
congestion on 85th
• all the ugly condos that are starting to 
block out the sun and create a sad dark 
area of the ballard walking experience

• homeless meth addicts.  beer cans and 
trash left everywhere.
• Crime and criminal activity
• A couple of businesses holding up the 
Missing Link Completion!
• Lack of affordable housing for local/
maritime workers.
• transients, people living in parks, 
abandoned houses
• Lack of parking
• Specifically dissatisfied with new 
buildings.
• Lack of sidewalks north of 85th.
• redevelopment and bike lanes
• Burk Gilman Trail
• Burke-Gilman trai.
• Condo
• garbage dumped in neighborhoods off 
15th Ave

• Homeless People in parks
• Missing Link--gap in the Burke Gilman 
Trail
• need more dog parks - whittier heights 
area
• Pedestrian safety

other things respondents are dissatisfied about:

Architecture of townhomes and larger apartment and 
condo buildings is horrible. I’ve seen better asthetic 
choices made for a casino boat in Mississippi, this is a 
major shortcoming of the design board.  - More public 
transportation is DESPERATELY NEEDED. The city is doing 
a civic disservice to the taxpayers and voters (that one is 
to you, bigboy Nickels...).   - Please do something with the 
homeless!!! Since being kicked out of the 3 public parks 
they have taken up residency at the old Ballard library, 
formerly housing the used book store. PLEASE GET THE 
HOMELESS OFF THE STREETS OF BALLARD!!!!  - Last, but 
most importantly: finish the last piece of the Burke-Gilman. 
50 years from now, half the businesses on the water will 
not be there regardless if it is completed or not, simply 
because the cost of doing business within the city limits will 
be unaffordable, and the city cannot sustain its governing 
existence by giving them free tax rides, just for the sake of 
occupying space.   - Become employees of a real city, not a 
bunch of over-educated non-leaders.

Too many ugly condos and townhomes. We can do better 
than this! Developers need incentives to do the right 
thing.

1)I think there should be stricter design standards for 
residential areas.  2) The business district has too many 
A-board signs and newspaper boxes on the sidewalks.  3)
Drunks and panhandlers are prevalent at the library, in 
front of the city service center, and parks and on market 
street.  Too many people selling Real Change papers on 
the street.

Empty lots and high rises; but we accept the high density 
housing as a fact of life.  The bowling alley could have 
kept going if it was going to take this long.

What’s the hold-up on development of the Denny’s and 
Sunset bowl lands?
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1. Metro route #18 should run more frequently.  2. 
Metro route #48 should be revised so it does not get 
off schedule all the time.  3. Eliminate parking at ALL 
HOURS on Elliott Avenue so getting into downtown 
doesn’t change to sometimes two lanes rather than three 
lanes.  4. Do something about the wacky intersection 
at Market Street and Leary and 22nd avenue.  It is crazy 
for both drivers and pedestrians.  5. Revise the code or 
design requirement for the townhouses so the miniature 
driveways and ultra-tiny access areas for the garages 
are not allowed. These “garages” become only storage 
rooms. Very few people can actually maneuver a car into 
those spaces thus we now have massive street parking 
competition in front of all townhouses.  The builders met 
the letter of the code “1 garage per townhouse unit” but 
not the true intent of actually parking a car in a garage.  
6. Engage some creative architect or designer to make 
aesthetic improvement at NW 85th Street and 15th Ave 
NW intersection.

Condo-centric development with little oversight.  
Many of us like our neighborhood the way it is/was.  
Townhouses and tall-skinny residential architecture also 
erodes the character of our residential neighborhoods.  
Greater density is OK.  Bad architecture, excessivily rapid 
development are not.

We need more public Transit now.  The developers, some 
how, need to be held to higher design standards.  Most of 
the new townhomes are truly terrible and offer nothing to 
the public street realm.    Please complete the Missing link 
of the Burke Gilman and keep the entire link on Shilshole.  
It needs to be maintained as a separated multiuse path 
and the “interim” detour up onto Old Ballard will be 
nothing more than a sharrow defined bike path on a 
narrow busy commercial street.

Too many people jammed into a small neighborhood. 
Beaches are overused and gangs congregate in the 
evenings.  No apparent traffic control or parking revisions 
on arterials.  City government only cares about feathering 
their own pockets.

No more skinny houses, enough with the overbearing 
and mostly empty condos, and any sidewalk restaurant 
seating should be temporary, if people aren’t eating 
outside in the fall/Winter/spring why have the sidewalk 
restricted. Oh and if they are going to tear down a 
structure and then leave an empty lot they should have to 
plant grass or put in a temporary playground or garden or 
something other than an empty hole

I don’t think there is the best transportation to and from 
Ballard.  And I don’t like seeing the tearing down of 
buildings

Traffic has gotten much worse (specifically the route to 
and from downtown via 15th) - I5 is even worse but we 
try to avoid it when we can. There are so many building 
projects around town that aren’t being finished - I’m 
hoping the water-filled holes will get filled soon.

The transportation along Market and 15th is abysmal 
and Ballard has been set back decades by the lack of a 
monorail solution.

Would like to see the missing link completed to make bike 
commuting safer.  More housing leads to more people 
and an increase of crime, have seen an increase in grafitti, 
trash left in yard, robberies etc.

too many townhouses, apts and condos

I generally bike to work, and find (most often) the 18 bus 
service reliable, however, on baseball game nights  it 
can delay this service, as well as severe weather.  And, it 
can be very full during rush hours.  I would like to have 
express bus service later in the morning- possibly through 
9 am.  I generally feel safe in the neighborhood, but have 
been reading about car thefts and problems in the parks.  
I personally have not had any problems.  Housing is less 
affordable but I own my own home, so it does not impact 
me (except when property taxes are raised).

Too many condominiums  Too much urban crime  Loss of 
small town feel

New buildings are allowed to show more recent buildings 
as models, leading to greater mediocrity. Would prefer 
Ballard Avenue District approach to all of Ballard to better 
control designs that take away from streetscape.

Stop Building!!!!, Clean up the litter.

Parks seem shadeless and overrun.  Housing is beyond 
affordability.  Safety is questionable due to increased 
density and increased crime.

Too many multi-story monolithic big-box style condos 
--the scale and “texture” is wrong.  Need small scale 
and better design --too many ugly squished, cheap 
townhouses. Too many homeless (aggressive or mentally 
ill) in the few parks we have.
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SAFETY...with all of this growth happening so quickly, 
we need SPD man power! The ‘cop on the beat’ and ON 
BIKES, would be the BEST! We could get to know them 
and they us. WE have way too many homeless, and 
dumpy RV’s living here. The few parks we do have seem 
to always have this element loitering about, I’m sick of it 
and of them! More buss service is a must to downtown if 
you really want people out of their cars. Max 10 minute 
wait, cleaner buses (no urine smell and NO tolerance for 
those that don’t pay, drunk, etc) I’ve traveled around the 
world, can’t we copy some of their transportation genius? 
Library is TOO SMALL (while that big monstrosity down 
town sits with way too much space, what were they 
thinking???)

Not only should the missing link be finished it should be 
routed up Shilshoe as originally planned not crossing and 
running up Ballard Ave part way. That’s just plain silly. 
Why does the city always bend to business owners who 
only have their own interests at heart and never consider 
the community at large?

The townhouses and condos have been built without 
regard to quality or good/diverse design.

New housing is not affordable.  Local businesses are 
being run out of the neighborhood (Archie McPhee, 
Epilogue Books).  The towering townhomes are an 
atrocity.  More violent crime.  Thanks Seattle!

At the moment, my “burning” issue is the very 
disappointing lack of maintenance on the new, expensive, 
extensive Burke-Gilman trail from the Locks to Golden 
Gardens. The original landscaping was sophisticated with 
irrigation incorporated. Since then it has been nearly 
neglected and is now nearly weed-chocked in places. As a 
tax-payer, this is infuriating. I realize the City has priorities 
that compete with this, but the neglect shows very poorly 
on the City’s leadership. PLEASE MAINTAIN THE TRAIL.

I do not like having everywhere be pay for parking.

I wish there was some way for me to take the bus within 
Ballard.  I live and work here and it’s more expensive for 
me to take public transportation than it is to own a car.

I fear that we are losing the “flavor” of each individual 
neighborhood, as we move toward a homogenized 
Seattle.

1) Homeless issues/quality of life issues (noise, being 
approached)  2) Bus schedule limited going downtown 
and to the UWMed Center.  Also, waiting for the bus is 
frightening, it’s a rare day that there isn’t a malodorous 
person and/or openly psychotic person waiting for the 
bus even during business hours at 15th and Market.  3) 
Townhouse structures are poorly designed for parking 
creating parking issues.  4) Two used bookstores and 
Archie McFee’s were forced out of the neighborhood 
due to rising rents, very unhappy about this.  I felt that 
the bookstores were important for the neighborhood 
especially.  Archie McFee’s was a Ballard landmark and 
contributed to our “quirkiness”, now we’ve lost it to 
Wallingford, of all neighborhoods!!!

One word: monorail. OK more words: I think improved 
bus service would be almost as good.  The think the 
bieksahre idea could be great for linking bus routes from 
East-West. For example if there were bikeshare bikes 
along NW 67th. You could get on any bus downtown that 
was going to Ballard and make the east-west connection 
via bike.

The bus system in Ballard is great!!  My only concern 
is that when they put in this new tunnel to replace 
the viaduct, that will NOT be an advantage to Ballard 
commuters.  I guess this is more of a new change and not 
part of the last 10yrs. plan...

I like all the condos and apartments that are being built. 
But for people in my generation, who grew up in Ballard, 
are having to leave since it’s too expensive. It would be 
nice if there could be apartments built that more people 
could afford.

We need to improve the bus service in Ballard, I am 
hoping that Rapid Ride will do that.  I am concerned 
about the amount of police presence in Ballard especially 
as the new businesses bring more and more people into 
Ballard.  I don’t agree that the “improvements” to Loyal 
Heights park were good for the neighborhood.  Taking 
away a natural grass field was a slap to the neighborhood 
and a shame.  This is an example of taking away Ballard’s 
neighborhood feel and handing it over to special interest 
groups that want to come into Ballard to engage in 
activities and give NOTHING back.
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Since living in Ballard we’ve noticed a lot of property 
crime.  Every year we’ve had something happen, 
whether our car was stolen, a window smashed in our 
car, or a briefcase stolen off off our front porch while 
we were on our own lawn.  Of course, this is not violent 
crime - but its frustrating to have this happen.  I lived in 
Downtown 8 years prior to moving to Ballard and never 
once had any property or other type of crime.  Why 
is this neighborhood more prone to crime?    Also - as 
mentioned above, by far the eaiest way to get to/from 
Ballard is in your car.  My family only owns one car - and 
we can only do that because I work in the only place with 
okay transit service - Downtown Seattle.  We need better 
service to Downtown Seattle (both faster and more 
frequent as well as reliable).  But, we also need much 
better connections to our neighboring communities like 
Fremont and Phinney/Greenwood, as well as better west-
east connections to the U-District and connections north 
to Northgate area.    In terms of housing - its great to see 
new mixed-use buidlings being built in our urban village.  
But, I don’t like the monotany of who they are built for.  I 
would like to see more variety in the types of multi-family 
mixed-use buildings that will make them more attractive 
to families.  It seems like all these places are being built 
for young singles/couples, as well as empty-nesters/
seniors.  They’re all 1- and 2- bedroom units - and not 
very attractive to families.  I’d like to see Seattle make its 
urban centers and urban villages places where families 
would be welcome to live as well.

I see drug activity every day - work on 14th and 50th NW. 
Do not feel safe.  The highrise condo/apartments have 
destroyed the community feeling that was Ballard.  Lack 
of parking is a huge problem.

sad to see businesses lost due to transportation changes 
that didn’t occur, no transportation changes, shootings, 
closing of dennys and bowling alley which were good 
places for high school kids wanting to stay out of trouble, 
too many multi unit houses and beautiful old houses 
being torn down.

Again, the new construction is lifeless. How many more 
beige brick condos will be built? Who is on the design 
review board? I equate Ballard with Portland’s Pearl 
district, which has been refurbished in an interesting way. 
Development is inevitable. But we can develop and keep 
our roots at the same time.

Though we like the increase in public parks and the 
new library, they are primarily used by the homeless 
population.  I no longer bring kids to the library or parks 
because they are not well policed.  It seems like a strange 
situation to raise money in Seattle for new parks and 
libraries if they are not well-policed and safe.  Drug sales 
now occur routinely in our parks.  In addition, there are 
also a large number of itinerant homeless in Seattle.  
These people live in their vehicles all over Ballard.  The 
overnight parking restriction on 14th Ave NW has 
pushed the vehicular homeless population into living on 
residential streets.

prevelance of property crime

Market street throughput is a joke. Eastbound from 
Shilshole is especially bad. Backup on the Shilshole 
speedway approaching Market gets really bad. 
Intersection at 24th and Market operates strangely and 
very inefficiently.

Sadly, everything is looking more rundown in Ballard with 
buildings being torn down (Old Denny’s, etc). Safety is 
becoming a concern with more transients hanging out in 
parks and on streets. Trashier as a whole...becoming the 
new Belltown, unfortunately.

Transit (bus service) can be very limited.  Some trips to 
nearby neighborhoods require so many transfers it can be 
faster to walk.

People urinating in public and passed out on sidewalks 
is not the vison I have for Ballard. We believe there is a 
house that sell drugs out of a basement apartment on 
our street and we have only see the police drive down 
our street one time in nearly four years of living here. 
We would love to see MORE police presence throughout 
Ballard.

some of the buildings in our neighborhood need to be 
renovated or torn down.

upset that the monorail was killed and Ballard is largely 
left out of other mass transit options.    concerned about 
Burke Gilman trail and finding a way to have that without 
negatively impacting the existing industrial area    very 
very concerned about the viaduct.  Would like to see it 
replaced.  Feel the tunnel option is not user friendly to our 
neighborhood.
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Most of the condos are cookie-cutter and are unpleasant 
to have directly in one’s view.   Safety? My neighborhood 
on 17th Avenue NW is a mecca for drug deals, homeless 
people, drunks, and drunk kids primarily coming from 
the Bit Saloon and intent on destroying property as the 
stumble back to their cars to drive back home to Auburn.   
The sidestreets connection 15th Avenue to 17th Avenue, 
and Leary to Market, have become mini-freeways. All 
day long I witness near-collisions as drivers simply run 
through the intersection with nary a California stop in 
sight. One of these days someone is going to be seriously 
injured or killed in these intersections, and only then will 
we see stop signs inserted where the street meets the 
Avenue.   Yes, believe it or not there are no stop signs 
along 17th Avenue NW between Market and Leary Way. 
Craziness.

I really dislike the new structures being placed watonly 
around Ballard. I also dislike how old structures are 
being torn down and never replaced, it makes the 
neighborhood an eye-sore.

lack of monorail or light rail to down town. bus does not 
work, becuase it is stuck in traffic.

hate the ugly townhouses

Very disappointed that much of the new architecture 
of condos and townhouses does not compliment the 
culture or existing architecture.      Need better bicycle 
infrastructure for commuting.  Burke trail it too recreation 
focused to meet commuter needs.     Need better policing 
of busy streets.  Too many speeding autos.

Monorail would’ve been nice. Now, new condo buildings 
are everywhere, without transportation infrastructure 
to support it. Ballard Bridge remains a bottleneck, along 
with all east-west arterials. We need a light rail expansion.    
Burke-Gilman expansion will be nice if and when it 
happens.

Public transportation east/west is dismal. Businesses that 
sprout (especially restaurants) are too upscale for my 
family of 4 (or not kid friendly). Traffic on Market is icky 
and the retail area there just isn’t friendly (for pedestrians 
or parking).

Seems that 15th Ave is becoming a mecca for strip clubs 
and seedy stores.  Have noticed a lot more graffiti in the 
past few years.  Shootings, robberies, etc... have been 
increased in the past couple of years.  Transportation 
to downtown and accessibility to freeways are difficult.  
Without the monorail, it can take 40-45 minutes to get 
downtown in the A.M.  There is a strong need for a better 
busing system or a light rail.

We really need transit solutions other than buses. Also, 
a single seat ride to Montlake would make connections 
to the Eastside faster and easier.  Our parks are overrun 
by drunk and disorderly homeless people, making them 
unusable by most of the community, and the level of 
property crime seems to be on the rise.

We need to encourage small and local businesses and not 
over-emphasize condominium and multi-unit living.

Traffic safety is a real concern in the Crown Hill 
neighborhood.  Most streets do not have sidewalks and 
therefore cars are parked randomly along the street 
making it very dangerous for pedestrians, cyclists and 
other cars.  With the influx of children in Crown Hill this 
is a serious matter.  It’s only a matter of time before 
someone is injured weaving around cars and out into 
the traffic.  Additionally many of our blocks are very 
very long and drivers use some of these long corridors 
to drive between 100th and Holman road.  Add higher 
rates of speed and weaving around parked cars and 
its a recipie for disaster.  It surprises me that if nothing 
else the corridors between schools or between bus 
stops and pedestrian overpasses don’t have sidewalks.  
That’s where I would start first in building our sidewalk 
infrastructure.  Holman continues to be the BIG DIVIDE.  
We’re crying out for additional stop lights between 3rd 
and 15th along Holman.  Even pedestrian activated lights 
would be an improvement.    Regarding Business Distric, 
it would be wonderful to create an Urban Village look 
and feel in Crown Hill.  Most of us would love to walk to 
shopping, cafe’s, coffee shops, gallaries instead of having 
to drive to these amenities. Given the increased density 
of Crown Hill with the building of so many condos, it 
seems to be a perfect environment to invite our retail 
owners to open up shops in Crown Hill.

Why the City of Seattle has dragged their feet on their 
obligations regarding sidewalks north of 85th seems 
likely to be because it’s not something developers want. 
If developers want something, they get it. But because 
residents want it, they have to figure out how to get it 
themselves.
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Need improved crossings on Holman/15th for kids/
pedestrians and a light or crosswalk by Dicks. Golden 
Garden park needs better police presence at night. 
Hopeful there will be plans in future for light rail access to 
Northgate with direct buses from Crown Hill.

Too many high-density condos without regards for 
basic infrastructures, transportation and population 
overcrowding.

No missing link completion - no mass transit (no monorail 
- no light rail)    The over zoning of the 4 unit townhomes 
are a mistake.  All impermible surface, no one parks in 
thier tiny garages, the designs usually lack an architectual 
merit. Why not brownstones?

see above

I am most disappointed in our transportation options.  
I believe the Seattle citizens most committed to 
alternative commute options (biking and public transit) 
live in Ballard/Crown Hill/Greenwood/Phinney.  Yet, it 
seems we’ve been penalized because we’ll take what we 
can get and be happy about it.  We lost our rapid transit 
option (the monorail) without any plan for replacing it 
-- sorry, the “rapid” bus proposal that still makes a run 
through lower Queen Ann doesn’t count.  It is quicker 
to get downtown from Edmonds than it is from Crown 
Hill.  And, the fact that there is still a missing link for the 
B-G Trail is appalling.  It effectively cuts off a safe bike 
commute from the western-most sections of Ballard/
Sunset Hill on their way to the Fremont Bridge for a 
commute downtown or continuing on to the UW via 
the BGT.  As our neighborhood becomes more and 
more populated, we need to have excellent (not just 
OK) options for traveling other than by car.  We need to 
promote and favor bikes, not just passively accept that 
we have to share the curb with them.  We have to make 
public transit the preferred option for getting to work or 
to other activities, not just have it as an option for those 
who can’t afford a car.    My concern about the business 
district is not with the Ballard hub, but the Crown 
Hill urban area.  Seattle has good examples of more 
pedestrian friendly cores (like Lake City or even Ballard 
and Greenwood).  The area around 85th and 15th is very 
disappointing.  It is challenging for my family to make our 
way on bike or foot because of the traffic.  And, it just isn’t 
attractive.  Can’t we add some trees and traffic calming?  
How about a nice median with trees and plants?  And, 
more crosswalks.  I’m sure there are some good ideas out 
there.

We’ve had some criminal activity in our neighborhood 
(car prowls, break-ins) that is probably more a function 
of living in an urban center (in a recession) than anything 
specific to Ballard.  It would be nice, though, that things 
like that not get too commonplace.  On another note, the 
architecture of some of the new condo developments 
leaves something to be desired.  As I said to a developer 
recently, I’m not anti-growth, but I am anti-ugly.

Need more crosswalks on 85th and Holman road.  I live on 
13th and that has a pedestrian overpass, but I feel sorry 
about all those that have to cross holman road elsewhere.  
85th is very busy arterial - lots of traffic on weekends as 
well.

Public transit has not kept up with the growth plan and 
the new condos being built will greatly overwhelm what 
is here.  RapidRide will help, but is not here yet and seems 
to have its funding in doubt.

Complete lack of planning in regards to encouraging 
increased density and the effect that has on surrounding 
infrastructure. Incredibly unattractive new buildings. 
Increased crime.

The development that Ballard has absorbed seems 
disproportionate to the size of the neighborhood and 
the infrastructure investments that have (or have not) 
been made.  Bike/pedestrian safety is a big problem, no 
improvements to bus service have been made, our streets 
and sidewalks have been torn up/blocked off for years, for 
all the housing that is being built, there doesn’t seem to 
be any that’s affordable.

Thumbs down on the Condo invasion, the poor street 
maintenance, and the lack of support to small businesses 
that have not been supported by the city planners. 
Ballard has become a morgue for the small business 
owner - and this is a sorry statement for a community 
that claims individuality as a welcome feature. (Or at least 
use to.)

The streets around the Market and 15th intersection do 
feel completely safe. There are times when I get off my 
bus in the evening that I feel unsafe. I believe that the 
proposed building where the Denny’s and Sunset Bowl 
were located will bring more pedestrians and better 
lighting to the area, but the empty lots seem to be filled 
with garbage and there is a significant amount of loitering 
that occurs on these corners.
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again, too many condos  not enough foot friendly 
business development, particularly in crown hill part of 
town. This community doesn’t end north of 65th.

Density and building heights are making Ballard feel 
unlivable.  I’d restrict condo/apartments to 4 stories (3 
is better).  I’d make density restrictions a “cubic foot” 
measure for single family homes (go high or wide, but 
not both).  And I’d put less money into bicycle commuting 
and more into social services and industrial/living-wage 
job retention.  Cut the $$ for sharrows and don’t bother 
with the missing link, at least until budget problems are 
resolved.

Better policing of the neighborohood and esp. Market 
/ 24th is necessary - there is far too much tolerance of 
socially unwelcome behaviors (i.e. public drunkeness, 
drug use, etc).  This is particularly problematic given 
the increase in the population of children in the 
neighborhood.

see my survey responses!!!

There are just too many condos now, dense and looming 
and overpriced mediocre construction, and not nearly 
enough housing for folks with fixed and/or lower incomes. 
I don’t like that the old businesses and restaurants have 
been driven out, mostly by gentrification’s rent increases. 
And the huge increase in traffic, especially around 
Market, Shilshole, Ballard Ave, and Trader Joe’s, has made 
it quite dangerous for bicyclists and pedestrians. I don’t 
think our traffic safety measures have had time to catch 
up.

Still need sidewalks, better street crossings, street 
improvements, traffic calming, more bus service, more 
bike lanes and completion of the BGT in the rail ROW.  
Most trees on Ballard Ave should be removed.  Need 
street improvement districts to maintain cleanliness.

Crime has dramatically increased and anybody with 
cardboard and duct tape can build a condo.

east-west bus service is slow and little effort between bus 
drivers to to facilitate bus route connections in downtown 
Ballard.

Transient activity in Gilman Park is not taken seriously, 
and posted laws against camping are not enforced. 
We have regular campers around the park. Calls to 
appropriate officials only result in cars moving in circles 
around the park.

Safety has become an issue in ballard.  Years ago (5) 
there were homeless who appeared to be harmless.  
Now there is a new element of homeless in Ballard and 
they are more agressive.  Drug dealers run wild in the 
neighborhood, drug deals out in the open.  There needs 
to be a police presence in Ballard. Bike cops who ride thru 
the residential areas.  A shooting at the Pit stop were the 
store clerk was killed.  This is just the begiining of the end 
for Ballard.

condos everywhere driving up the prices - blocking the 
sun

Lack of a light rail option, lack of the “missing link” 
section of Burke Gilman trail, loss of old standard 
businesses and the character they added to the 
neighborhood, oversize houses and condo developments 
not built to fit in with the neighborhood.

Increased homeless population and general vandalsim in 
Ballard.

I don’t see any appreciable change in the availability of 
public transportation.  I work downtown and I ride the bus 
every day.  I would love to see light rail in Ballard.

Where transportation is concerned, the buses are very 
often standing room only, just packed full.  And the 
monstrously large buildings that are popping up at 15th 
and Market and thereabouts are going to heighten 
the number of people who live in this neighborhood.  I 
sincerely hope that they are providing parking!

Bikes still get short shrift—we need more real bike lanes 
in the interior of the neighborhood. Traffic lights that 
respond more quickly to pushing the big silver button. 
More frequent bus service.

This city needs to get a handle on the aggressive, chronic 
homeless that flock to Ballard’s parks and open spaces.  
Every time a new park opens, it’s only a matter of weeks 
before the homeless discover it and move in.  See: Ballard 
Commons, the lookout just past the Locks, the new 
“living room” park.

More and more homes and businesses that give Ballard 
character and attracted people in the first place are being 
torn down for “modern” structures. Land and home prices 
are out of reach for the average person.
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As condos have been developed in the central Ballard 
core, very few have any community area or outdoor space 
or even a set-back from the sidewalk. It creates a feeling 
of walking at the base of a cold cavern.  The opportunity 
to integrate neighborhood open spaces with the new 
developments was lost.  It’s most frustrating to have lost 
the bowling alley - a great gathering place for people 
of all ages - to see it just sit vacant and surrounded by 
transient populations.  Neighborhoods that were typically 
single family areas are being replaced with townhouses 
that all look the same and don’t allow enough onsite 
parking for owners - more people rely on street parking.  
Paid parking downtown encourages people to walk, 
which is great.  I rarely see police cars patrolling the 
streets.

Too many cookie cutter townhomes that fill the lots, 
shoddy construction that will not age well

Very poor traffic engineering, poor bus service West of 
15th, non-existent light rail service in-place or planned, 
Burke-Gilman missing link is *still* missing.

It takes sometimes upward of an hour to take the bus 
from near my house to the University Medical Center.  
The 46 doesn’t run early enough in the morning to get 
people to work before 8:30 and the 44 takes an inordinant 
length of time to get from Ballard to UWMC.  I was 
looking forward to the monorail to downtown, but now 
that isn’t going to happen.  I’m concerned about what the 
construction on the viaduct will do to traffic from Ballard 
to downtown.

Most of the condos are a blight. Most of my friends can 
only afford to live in the south end. The bus service is not 
awful, but I wish it was better.

The explosion of condos in downtown has almost 
eradicated Ballard’s identity along Ballard Ave & Market 
St.  No one can expect to introduce that much population 
density (mostly from areas outside of Ballard) in such 
a short time and expect that spending patterns and 
neighborhood culture will remain intact.  I have to ask 
the question, “What on earth were the zoners thinking!?”  
Did they hate Ballard so much that they wanted it to 
dissapear?

Transportation in and out of Ballard (East-West) is 
extremely difficult.  The 44 Metro bus is the only bus to 
and from the U District, which can take 20+ minutes JUST 
to pass through the N 45th St. bottleneck under I-99.

Safety is a huge concern, especially with several high 
profile recent events (murder on 15th, etc.).  Need better 
and more reliable public transit heading east, and better 
bike access across the Ballard bridge.

Ballard seems to have become a den for drug addicts, and 
petty criminals.

The wrong materials were used for the beams on the new 
library,  they are already starting to grey and rot.  Many 
of the new “townhomes” show peeling paint and warping 
fences.

Business obstruction of the Burke-Gilman “missing link” is 
shameful.  Seattle as a whole lacks sufficient park spaces, 
although the ones we have are excellent.  Our building 
code seems to be producing horrible townhomes, 
although the condos are tolerable.  Surely we can make 
density more architecturally attractive and not repeat the 
mistakes of the 60s!

It seems there has been more crime lately. Really sick 
of all the condo developement whichhas lead to much 
congestion.

I’m very unhappy with the frequent crime in Ballard and 
specifically the recent murder.  I am however happy with 
the response to the community concerns over drug use 
issues at Ballard parks.    I feel that many new commercial 
buildings don’t fit aesthetically with the community.

It’s not that I dissatisfied with each item that I have 
selected (expect housing - too much, too fast), it’s just 
that they don’t seem to be responding (or capable of 
responding) to the growth.  Finding a place for people to 
live is one thing, but what happens when the resources to 
satisfy the masses greatly diminishes?

See previous comment about certain stretches of Market 
Street and 15th Ave NW near 85th.

As a native New Yorker, I was surprised with the amount 
of petty crime that is reported - ie. car theft.  Also, 
surprised by the amount of homeless people.

I feel the homeless have nothing to fear in Ballard and 
our panhandling/ loitering/ public safety rules need to be 
better enforced.

I really was unhappy about not getting some rapid transit 
such as the monorail in my neighborhood.  I do not like 
the idea of filling Ballard up with high-end condos.
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I am concerned about the lack of sidewalks in Crown Hill. 
There are a few cars that drive through the neighborhood 
at speeds above the posted limit and it poses a safety 
concern while walking through the neighborhood.     
Understanding the difficulties of the economic downturn, 
but there has been a rise in old buildings being torn 
down to be replaced with new condos. It is my hope that 
instead of tearing down these buildings, they could be 
refurbished to keep the residential appeal of Crown Hill.

It took a huge effort on the neighborhood’s and Small 
Faces part to get the park and the school purchased.  
While many people within city and other governments 
supported it, it should have been a given based on the 
neighborhood plan, without so much hassle.    Neighbors 
want to develop one of our street ends, and this was 
discouraged by the city, even though developing 
street ends for public use is part of our neighborhood 
plan.     As to the business district.  We need to have a 
way to support and have independent small businesses 
in the neighborhood.  That means a way to support the 
existing retail space and expand it.  Too often these retail 
spaces get torn down or dolled up and then only chain 
retail establishments can afford the rent. (ie T-mobile, 
Petco).  This encourages cars and small business people 
will have no chance.  The point of an urban village is to 
have some people that can live and work in the village.  
Well, retail sales help at chain stores can’t afford to live 
here, and local independent businesses can’t afford the 
rent that comes with new buildings. FIx this problem.  
Require developers to make retail and business space 
affordable    Safety has been good, but it is getting 
worse.  We need to develop the urban village such that 
people are walking and outside that helps to discourage 
crime.    Pedestrian safety - Look at Holman road.  No 
safe way to cross between 13th and 6th NW.  And holman 
road bisects our Crown Hill community  Housing - tear 
downs.  The replacements are ugly and out of place in this 
neighborhood.

I am concerned about safety, especially early in the 
morning and late at night.  I am also concerned about 
public transit.  I would really like to see a commuter rail 
station built in Ballard, before a street car network.

We really need sidewalk north of 89th.  Also, I wish 
we had better enforcement of trees and bushes not 
impeding the roadway.  I see some local businessed 
closing.  I attribute this in part to the fact that this isn’t as 
good of a walking neighborhood as it could be.

A few old buildings that need to be addressed. Possible 
plans for rail commute option or at least express bus to 
rail access.

The street lights are not bright enough to light up the 
neighborhood streets.

15th avenue seems unsafe especially late night and early 
morning. There are people trespassing at the church and 
the school, intoxicated and sleeping on the sidewalk at 
times. Drivers on 15th don’t look for pedestrians before 
making turns, and when the light is out on 59th it’s 
impossible to cross

Homeless are everywhere. This is an issue that needs to 
be dealt with rather than just pushing them from place to 
place. I rarely go to Gilman Park with my kids as there are 
always a few homeless sitting by the wading pool.

Lack of development of the CH Residential Urban Village. 
Lack of pedestrian amenities. Better bus service to points 
east. Need more green space. Need sidewalks (I don’t feel 
safe walking home from the 85 at 5:45 to 6:30 along 13th 
Ave NW, 12th Ave NW). Crossing Holman is hazardous to 
one’s health. Holman ped overpass at 13th is really ugly. 
Why can’t we get some art in Crown Hill.

It is not that easy to get to all the places you might 
want to go on public transportation, such as the airport, 
eastside and east Seattle.  I would like quicker and more 
direct transportation to those places.  I also feel a little 
uncomfortable with the level of grafitti and drug use 
I see all over Ballard.  I think that is the first sign of a 
neighborhood going downhill and it makes me nervous.

Ballard is losing its identity and becoming too much like 
Fremont with all the condos, townhomes, etc.  The small 
town within a city feel is disappearing.  Apartment owners 
aren’t improving the buildings, but increasing rent and 
charging us for everything!  There are several apartments 
that look more like motels than actual apartments which, 
to me, lowers the value of the neighborhood.  Also 
there are too many of the same type of restaurants.  For 
example, 4 sushi restaurants, over 7 pizza places, etc.  Not 
enough variety.

Transients/panhandlers are no bueno.  A shocking 
number of local independent businesses have closed 
on Market this summer and I’m worried that national 
chains will move into their spots. We don’t need more nail 
places, tanning salons, or quiznos!
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I’m not knocking the design of the new condo buildings 
-- I think they’re lovely.  There are just so many of 
them!  The skyline of Ballard looks totally different 
than it did just four years ago when I moved here.  The 
appearance makes it seem much less like the unique, 
cozy neighborhood it once was and more like every 
other neighborhood in town.      As for safety, I don’t have 
anything concrete to base my dissatisfaction on other 
than it simply *FEELS* less safe than it used to.  I hear 
and read more stories about break-ins, drug deals in our 
parks, and other crimes than I did a few years ago, and it’s 
disheartening. Makes me a little worried about raising my 
family here.

We need light rail.  I know it’s not planned any time soon, 
but we need a light rail line from downtown up 15th Ave 
NW.  Or somehow adapt the rail line along Puget Sound 
into local rail.    Ballard needs more affordable housing.  
Rental prices have decreased in the past 9-12 months, but 
when the economy picks back up, people are going to be 
priced out.  Need more 80% of median, but also more for 
very low income people, to prevent homelessness.

I am surprised by the amount of homeless people in 
Ballard.  This makes me feel less secure concerning 
potential drug sales.  Also there are many people living 
in vehicles and public places.  There is also a lot of trash 
in shopping carts and graffiti.  Also, there seems to be 
the potential for criminal activity at or around Golden 
Gardens.  I don’t notice a police presence in this family 
area.

We never got the monorail which would have been great 
. . . I would have taken that to West Seattle regularly!  
Still have to rely on the buses which have become less 
reliable becuase of “hang ups” as you get downtown 
(can walk faster once you get downtown).  Housing - too 
many townhouses as infill in Ballard and no control over 
the ugly design of many of them . . .all look alike, goofy 
footprint and garages useless for parking since it is so 
hard to drive into them.  Safety is a question mark near 
the parks, etc. because of panhandling and alcoholics on 
the street begging, sleeping, camping out in bus shelters, 
etc.  Trying to keep more of the existing buildings and 
fixing up would have been better than tearing them all 
down to put in 3 unit townhomes . . .in some multi-family 
zones . . .for every one house with a yard, we got 3 story 
townhomes with more people parking on the streets!  
Not using their garages.

I’d like to see an attempt to bring in a balance of business 
types, not just bars and restaurants.  Also, I’d like to 
see a standard enforced on the many condo buildings 
going up that would make them blend better into the 
neighborhoods and age more attractively (canal Station is 
already starting to look cheap).

I regret increase in bus fares and decrease in bus service 
or planned expansion in bus service.

I think we really need to complete the “missing link” 
of the burke-gilman trail, that Ballard Chamber of 
Commerce’s law suit is quite discouraging -- not really 
sure whose interests they think they’re representing.

Disappointed about the failure to extend Monorail or 
establish firm plans for another form of mass transit in 
the past 5 years.

Transportation into Crown Hill - not good.  Since the 
Monorail idea got blown up, what else are we looking 
into?  The streetcar idea stops at Market Street.     
Housing - too many condos and mixed use retail.      
Buildings - there are some old outdated buildings that 
need revitalization, especially along 15th avenue and 
along 85th street.  15th Avenue and 85th street are 
embarassing.

There are several instances of new homes that are 
TOTALLY out of character with the neighborhood. Split 
lots with nearly every square inch taken up by a way-to-
tall structure right on the property line.    While I really 
like the parks that have been added there are few areas 
where one can engage in aerobic activity (e.g., jogging 
or cycling). This is especially acute when you want to jog 
on a soft surface. I am not aware of a soft surface path 
longer than a few hundred feet in Ballard. Carkeek and 
Greenlake are the only nearby options.

tons of new condos and tons of old businesses are 
leaving.

There seems to be a decreasing amount of affordable 
housing with the proliferation of upper-income condo 
development. There is also an apparent lack of safety in 
some areas of the neighborhood, especially after dark.

Read my comments in the previous section they’re all 
applicable here
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Huge buildings with lots of condos and little parking near 
the main intersection of Market and 15th is too much. 
Also the traffic cameras - ridiculous!

If no sidewalks are going to be put in, means to slow 
traffic are necessary.

stree parking for apartment dwellers is terrible!!  need a 
better system for parking for those of us who live here

There is more need for public transportation to access 
other area of the city and within the neighborhood.  
Although density its important, the rate of multifamily 
buildings in relationship to the alternative public 
transportation is very poor; producing excess of vehicular 
use and lack of parking spaces.

rents unaffordable for families w/more than 2 children, 
older kids, seniors

Concerned about Ballard once all those condos are 
occupied. Not enough open space.

Not too pleased with the massive condo/apartment 
infrastructure in the Ballard area, which most are empty.  
Also the “to-be-demolished” areas which attract vagrants 
- a whole other problem in itself.

It’s so long to take a bus downtown-the express still stops 
so often and it’s virtually impossible for me to take public 
transportation to my job in Bellevue.

We have been unable to complete the “missing link”.

Business district needs to be more pedestrian friendly in 
crown hill.

The side streets require better traffic calming measures 
(roundabouts, speed bumps etc)    The area on 
greenwood opposite and including Fred meyer on 85th 
should be redeveloped.   The neighborhood is affluent 
and would benefit from better shopping / retail.

See prior comments re: Safeway gas station.   Also need 
improvements in crosswalks and pedestrian access to 
cross and use 15th NW.

I feel that drug dealers and homeless folks take 
advantage of public areas making them  unpleasant 
for kids and families to enjoy.  Public areas need more 
lighting, police presence and rules.

I can walk the 3 miles from the Salmon Bay Park area to 
my job in near the Fremont Bridge almost as fast as it 
takes me on the bus.  And that is too long.  Need a direct 
bus that goes from Crown Hill through Fremont without a 
transfer.

The extra density and new businesses have resulted in 
more crowded buses, extra danger at night, and ugly 
townhomes.     It would be nice to have more transit, in 
the form of buses, rapid transit (like service the monorail 
would have provided), and/or commuter rail. Faster bus 
service to UW would be nice since the 44 bus is extremely 
slow due to having to stop every few blocks.    Seeing 
100 year old houses being torn down to be replaced by 
ugly townhouses that look exactly the same as every 
other townhouse is tragic. We need to be more creative 
in the way we add density so that we don’t ruin the 
neighborhood feel in the process.

There is far too little open space and parks. We still don’t 
have a bike path that connects the missing link. Streets 
are too narrow for parking on both sides of the street. 
Market street traffic is far too congested. The condos that 
have been built are too many, too large for the plot of 
land, and lack a unique character.

I’m unhappy about buildings like Sunset Bowl that were 
sold and then sit there as eyesores collecting trash and 
vagrants.

We desperately need more parks with real trees and open 
spaces. I do not consider a cement slab overshadowed by 
a giant condo a park. I use the bus to commute to work 
which is in the Sodo area. My bus ride is over an hour long 
which is ridiculous considering I can drive it in 20-30 min. 
We need a better system. I think that architects had an 
opportunity to reverence the Scandinavian vernacular in a 
number of the new buildings-but did not. That’s a shame.

There seems to always be some crazy guy/gal wondering 
down the street shouting abuse.  Also go down any of the 
alleys behind the 7 Eleven and there are people drunk/
stoned out of their heads.

I feel like there could be more parking spaces

The bicycle and bus transportation facilities need 
improvement.  I know they are slated to come soon, but 
we are overdue.

It’s getting to the point where you can’t afford a decent 
apartment here, and shopping here is outrageous.
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We need more police in the area to stop the homeless 
and drug dealers

There was total disregard and dis-respect shown for 
Bergen Place.  Where else in Seattle (perhaps even King 
County?!?) did you have a tree planted by a visiting 
head of state, re-dedicated by his successor, and visited 
yet again by his heir presumptive?  This totally healthy 
tree was thoughtlessly destroyed, then turned into 
a monstrosity someone dares label “art”?!?!  I try to 
maintain an open mind, knowing that “beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder,” however never in my life have 
I heard so many negative comments about anything 
labeled “art”.    The housing, and assorted new buildings 
appearing, have destroyed the unique personality 
that was Ballard.  It now looks and feels like it could 
be anywhere, in any city.  Ballard now elicits feelings 
of claustrophobia, which cannot be a good thing in 
anyone’s opinion.    There are ways to move regions and 
neighborhoods into the future, all the while honoring the 
past and *NEVER* showing any lack of respect.  I know 
the people on the various committees and such have 
tremendous responsibilities; however, I would have to say 
it seems the primary responsibility of and to the people, 
personality, and history of this neighborhood were totally 
left out of the picture -- a loss that Seattle will never be 
able to regain.

I think what I find disatisfied about Ballard is attributed 
to the excessive amount of new developement.  I’m 
open to new buildings through time, but not at this quick 
rate.  Again, new buildings equal a greater population, 
therefore more traffic.  And again, I feel the safety of 
people and their families is -------- by seedy transients 
living in/near the poorly or unlit vacant buildings 
that wastefully lie nearly a year now waiting for new 
development that may or may not happen.  I am also 
unhappy about how quickly the areas is becoming 
gentrified with architecture that does not fit the character 
of the area.  Many of the new buildings lack character and 
feel sterile and corporate, something that should belong 
to Bellevue rather than Ballard.

There are tons of homeless people/bums and addicts 
hanging out in parks and in the library making me not 
want to take my children there because I don’t feel safe.  
Also there are tons of campers & cars with people living in 
them on the streets.  This should be outlawed.

I feel like this plan has been lumped with Ballard and all of 
the great changes have occured in Ballard and Crown Hill 
has been severely neglected.  Our neighborhood is still 
seriously lacking in support from the City.

I appreciate the need for higher density developments 
near transportation, but would appreciate it if new 
buildings were subjected to a stricter design review 
process.

The vast conversion of apts to condos and the generic 
architecture of new town homes and other big box 
houses that are taking over where ballard’s famous 
cottages once thrived are diminishing the aesthetic 
quality and opportunities for renters.

too dense in all aspects.

New construction buildings are too drab an boring

I would have liked to have seen a floor/height limit to new 
condo facilities... I miss seeing the city and sun

While pleased at the overall housing stock quality, I am 
very concerned that housing for middle and low-middle 
income people be available in our neighborhood. People 
shouldn’t have to live in Auburn or Kent or Lynnwood 
to work in Ballard or Seattle. The development in the 
neighborhood should be appropriate for a RANGE 
of income-earners. And I say this as a home OWNER 
(townhouse). I would gladly trade some of my unit 
value for affordable housing. And rental units. Finally, 
the demise of the Monorail was very disappointing. We 
moved into our current townhouse in anticipation of 
the monorail being built. The street car system being 
developed is a joke, that’s not mass transit, it’s just a bone 
for developers like Paul Allen and real estate interests. 
And Link Rail will probably never come to Ballard. We’ll 
see how the Rapid Bus works in Ballard.

i would like to see much more leadership by the planning 
department regarding the housing projects. they look like 
cartoons. if you are going to encourage density, you need 
to build great buildings that people love. you should not 
simply allow the developer to, ultimately, build close to 
the cheapest thing possible. a little brick on the first story 
does not make a building a good urban response.

There are a lot of newly vacant lots in the last few years 
which seem to be attracting the homeless and vagrants.  
It also feels as though the crime rate is increasing in this 
area.
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In 2 years, our cars have been broken into 3 times.  And, 
it seems like everytime you turn around there is grafitti 
somewhere new.  I don’t like that commercial property 
owners are allowed to leave land looking run down and 
uninhabited.  Can’t they be fined for poor budgeting and 
planning so they know we don’t approve of the eyesore.  
I also wish 15th Ave in Ballard didn’t look so industrial 
between Market and 85th.  15th Ave has no neighborhood 
feel, it looks old and run down.

need better connection to NE seattle.

I wish I was more satisfied with our parks. Perhaps 
they’re still in their infancy, but I don’t feel like they’re 
good community focuses. The tiny parks at 22nd aren’t 
big enough to be welcoming, and Ballard Commons 
feels very sterile and exposed.     The business situation 
is difficult. There’s a lot of turnover and even as a short-
timer I feel the manufacturing vs. restaurant tension. 
Much of the new retail going in lies vacant, seemingly for 
want of pedestrian traffic and investment. I hope as more 
of these condos fill in that will change.

Seattle has an unfortunate notion that a “park” is 
anything that’s half-a-block that doesn’t have a 
building in it.  If cars are driving by within 100 feet of my 
bench, it’s not really the kind of park I’d like to see. I do 
appreciate, though, the community park with fountains 
and skateboarding on 22nd and 57th... it’s a great way to 
concentrate people, but it is a totally urban place.

New condo buildings that remain mostly empty.

I am concerned that condominiums are being built so 
rapidly without without the availability of either requiste 
parking or better transportation.

curb cuts for wheelchairs.  No light rail future.

Ballard has been overbuilt without any increase in 
infrastructure to accomodate hugh influx of new 
residents. Traffic, parking is abominable; business district 
has been destroyed

We are so isolated in Ballard as far as transportation.  It 
seems as if we have to go up to Northgate or Downtown 
to get anywhere using public transportation.  We are a 
green community and if there were options available to 
us I am confident that we would use them.

A bus route that goes through Ballard and Fremont would 
be great. Like an 18 that goes down Leary all the way to 
Fremont. Did you realize that there isn’t a single route 
that goes from downtown Ballard through downtown 
Fremont? I am amazed.

Please no more services aimed at encouraging homeless 
people to come here. Churches should not be allowed to 
do things the neighborhood is against.

I wish the Burke-Gilman trail would finally get finished.

I hate these huge new apt/condo complexes and worry 
that the QFC one and the one proposed for east of the 
library will block the light in the Commons park

Housing prices are to high!

Moved to Ballard in part because of the monorail.  Is a 
shame that we let that slip through our fingers.

It is still hard to get to Ballard, Crown Hill via Metro...at 
least it  is harder than many other neighborhoods.

Development is great but could use a little moderation. 
Transportation great but a more bike friendly Market St. 
would be nice.

My car and my wife’s car and a number of our neighbors’ 
cars have been broken into.  13th btwn 73rd and 75th, 
right by Whittier School...

There are a sea of ugly ugly townhouses in Ballard and 
most of them have only one car garages, which are likely 
used for storage. So people park on the side streets, 
rendering many of them one lane only.

Too many condos were approved for development.  
I’m unhappy that the Sunset Bowl and Denny’s were 
bought,and have been left as empty, run down holes by 
developers.

Transient problem increasing every year, terrible litter 
issues, no bus service on Seaview Ave during the weekend 
(it turns into a parking lot!).

FAIL: end of sunset bowl.  Too much density has made a 
loss of friendly neighborhood feel... Though surprisingly, 
crime has dropped as neighborhood has gottn more 
upscale
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Too many condos...My opinion is that they are taking 
away from the character of the neighborhood.

The 44 can be slow, slow, slow. It takes me less time to 
ride my bike to the UW than it does to take the 44. Would 
it be possible to have a 44 express? And I know an express 
is coming from Ballard to downtown (thanks!) but it really 
should pass through downtown Ballard, not just run along 
15th.

The perceived increase in crime is concerning. Also, I’d 
like to see access to light rail from Ballard.

transportation = parking, meaning it is difficult    but 
many economic stalwarts have been pushed out such as 
the Scandinavian shops and Ballard Camera.

Need better public transportation, that doesn’t use the 
streets.

Urban village plans for Crown Hill have been unrealized. 
The potential for this area is so great and it is a shame 
that it has not been implemented with greater walkability 
and transportation options.

I was disappointed that the Monorail was stopped.  There 
are too many condos and apartments, many unoccupied 
at this point.  The recent murder at the BP station was an 
indicator of troubling safety issues.

The new townhome/condo developments are oversized 
and ugly, and have nothing in common with their 
surroundings. Public transportation, quite frankly, stinks; 
there is no easy or fast way to get from Ballard to Capitol 
Hill or Northgate, and the downtown routes aren’t 
sufficiently frequent.

Making the lot at the locks a pay lot has displaced lock 
visitor parking up the hill to where I rent a studio for my 
business of art at BallardWorks. Makes it difficult for me 
to find parking or my clients to find parking. I also believe 
the the higher parking rates on Market were one of the 
factors that has caused so many business to leave or die 
in the last couple of years.    We don’t have adequate 
public transport to make it convenient to use to go 
shopping and it is being cut or threatened all the time.    
We also need dedicated areas for scooter and tiny car 
parking to encourage their use. How about more social 
management by carrot instead of by stick?

the streets are getting much more crowded with more 
condos, etc vs single family homes being built.

It seems like we have more people so criminals and 
the homeless have increased. I think the city and this 
neighborhood has not reacted to these issues fast enough

Need increased bus service and incentives to get people 
out of cars; would prefer a more diverse demographic 
but planning seems intent on trying to appeal to young 
suburbanites; built increase of population density (which 
is good) but poor planning to accomodate; businesses are 
turning in to all restaurants - no support for the original 
businesses there (Burke Gilman trail is an example).  I 
moved into this neighborhood because of the economic 
and more ethnic diversity. The planning department 
seems intent to drive out both.

While the number of residents has increased and will 
continue to increase, it seems like there’s an increase in 
graffiti that is not addressed.  The public transportation is 
frequently overcrowded and bus service is too infrequent 
to/from downtown and not infrequently late particularly 
from downtown to Ballard.  Crime seems like it has 
increased.

Crime, drug activity, and homelessness are huge 
problems right now.

Dissatisfied about the lack of design guidelines, setbacks, 
and neighborhood cohesiveness of new building in 
Ballard--opportunities for good responsible development 
have been ignored and the area is becoming increasing 
ugly and cheap looking. Extremely unhappy about the  
fact that increased traffic has not been addressed and the 
condition of sidewalks, roads and visibility for drivers.

Rise in visible drug sales, vagrancy, and vandalism have 
me concerned.

It would be nice to have our long buses back, but if 
we have to keep the short buses, they should come 
more often. We need more police officers here, both 
in downtown Ballard and Golden Gardens. The new 
buildings are too damn tall and too close to the street. 
Also, the businesses on their ground floors are too 
difficult to get to, both because of the diffuculty to find 
parking, or the metro buses that park right in front of 
them, blocking them from those of us on the street 
(Leary).

not enough families with kids

many new apartments - which seems good but many of it 
is out of the price range of most people
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Concerned about the transient population and the safety 
issues that brings up.  My children attend school in Ballard 
and we often see homeless sleeping in and around their 
school campus.  More alcoholic beverages consumed at 
city parks (like Golden Gardens, Gilman) -- not safe to go 
to at night, and then they leave their rubbish (bottles, 
etc.) for those of us who try and use the parks at day.

Let’s have an outdoor swimming pool and more to do 
outdoors for everyone, kids and older-than-kids alike. 
Look at Spokane’s parks, grass and trees and pools. 
Spokane doesn’t have much money, but they have 
fabulous parks  for the people. Also, let’s have beautiful 
buildings. And roof gardens mandated.

There are too many large cracks and potholes in major 
roadways that are dangerous for bicyclists. Plus the burke 
gillman trail ends in a dangerous location over railroad 
tracks that many bicyclists crash on.

To many condos have sprung up and many are not selling.

I’m just cautious that we maintain a real community and 
don’t become too homogeneous, housing cost need to 
stay diverse to keep a diverse community.....ie Queen 
Anne is not diverse

Many long time businesses have closed and/or 
demolished with no replacements.  These lots are 
eyesores and attract crime.  Many small businesses 
have closed.  We’ve had at least 4 high rise condo 
buildings go up in the past 3 years; they have high 
vacancy rates and we should explore housing as a way 
to encourage economic diversity in our neighborhood; 
these types of buildings when constructed en masse add 
to gentrification UNLESS a low-income option is a part 
of the plan.  The work the Capitol Hill Housing Group 
is doing with new development son Cap. Hill is a great 
model.

There are so many more bikers than 5-10 years ago, yet 
very little has been done to accommodate them.  The city 
leaders of Seattle keep stressing that they want more and 
more people to commute and run errands by bicycle, yet 
they don’t add infrastructure and law enforcement (of 
drivers of cars AND bicyclists) to make that situation safe 
for everybody.  As Ballard grows and more people would 
like to bike (which is great!) conflicts between bicyclists 
and cars will only escalate unless some kind of action is 
taken.

My neighborhood has been affected by tagging, which I 
fear could compromise public safety

no more condo buildings please.

I feel like much of the new construction was poorly 
designed & doesn’t keep with the look & feel of old/true 
Ballard. Also, it’s been a shame to lose old places like 
the Sunset Bowl & the Dennys. It’s sad to lose character 
(which many of the new buildings don’t have). I also wish 
the new buildings had more interesting things in the retail 
spaces. Do we need more beauty/nail salons?

Need: better traffic law enforcement; more bike lanes; 
extend the BG trail to include the “missing link”; more 
green building renovation; develop some pedestrian-only 
streets

Where is the monorail?  How come Ballard is totally left 
out of Gramma Nickels mass transit plan?

I’d really like to see the Missing Link completed, and 
while this unfortunate lawsuit unfolds I see no reason 
to wait on fixing the Fred Meyer to Shilshole crossing 
situation, particularly the dangerous track crossing, as 
well as installing traffic lights.    What I’d like to see added 
to the Plan are some Bicycle Boulevards. I have some 
suggestions here:  http://totcycle.com/blog/ballard-
bicycle-boulevards.html

Way too many condominiums, too much personal 
property crime with no police presence

Too crowded and  the bike trail through the industrial 
waterfront of Ballard is just the pushy way of getting rid 
of everything that was here before. Rushed, rude people. 
Car breakins. Graffiti.

The new buildings are far to big for the neighborhood 
they take away all sunlight and leave the neighborhood 
looking cold and empty.  Two allow a two story building 
to be replaced by a 20 story building is criminal.

Why is the city not doing more about the large and 
growing number of people living in trailers and rv’s on 
the streets of Ballard and Crown Hill? These campers are 
leaving garbage, human waste and other unwanted items 
on the streets.

15th NW continues to chop both Crown Hill and Ballard 
in half.  New density has been nonexistent north of about 
NW 60th.
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in spite of the large increases in density/new businesses/
new housing, very little (if anything!) has been done to 
improve public transportation or roads.  If the city can not 
afford to improve transit, then perhaps the developers 
(chosing to build new dense structures in Seattle) should 
be mandated to contribute funds to fix roads or improve 
public transportation.

Townhomes. Poor design and many remain empty (85th 
and 8th, Holman and 3rd). These have replaced cheaper 
duplex housing in many cases, and will become run down 
rentals over time, rather than a good option to single 
family homes.

I would like to see continued work to improve overall 
safety in the neighborhood and better manage issues 
related to the seeming influx pf homeless people in the 
downtown Ballard corridor.

New construction does not feel unique or diverse.

We need more buses going downtown in peak commute 
times.  I am sick and tired of the gross street people who 
panhandle constantly and leave garbage everywhere.  
They lead to health problems and crime.  We need more 
police officers in Ballard!

housing: yard maintenance  businesses/buildings/spaces: 
goodwill and adjacent parking lot is an eyesore, and the 
convenient store on 8th and 65th is shotty and has shady 
clientele

Car traffic on Shilshole as well as bikes has increasedand 
it makes the daily commute much more difficult and 
longer...esp. turning left from Shilshole to Market NW....
This intersection needs work.

Too many cars, of course.  Stupid bicycle lane system, 
look to Copenhagen/Amsterdam  ‘Sharrow’ absolutely 
idiotic, places biker/driver both at risk for injury/liability  
Needed dedicated ‘bicycle boulevards’ one block off 
main arterials with frequent auto turn outs. Look to 
Portland,Berkely, Eugene    Far too many homeless 
living lifestyle types around. They have no stake in the 
community. Presents an unknown to public decency/
safety. Panhandlers a problem    The library, overused. 
Other venues just fine.    I won’t support businesses who 
support the ‘ones who choose to be homeless’

Housing:  would like to see more “universal inclusion” 
housing:  developments with a mix of living units for 
retired couples, young families, couples without kids, 
people with disabilities, low-income people.  Would love 
to see more cohousing, cottages (backyard and clusters 
around courtyards) -- a greater variety of housing types, 
with some of these in single-family neighborhoods as 
well.    Transportation:  It would be great if the City could 
finish the missing link of the bike trail along Shilshole Ave.  
Would also be great if the City could set up a bicycle-loan 
program like the ones in Paris and Portland (I think).  The 
neighborhood plan called for a commuter rail station 
in Ballard, and I didn’t see anything in the status report 
about this.   I think that’s still needed as a way to provide 
a rapid, mass transit connection between Ballard and 
downtown.  The City and region still need a mass rapid 
transit system, maybe with a heavy rail corridor along 
I-5 to connect with Portland and Vancouver BC.  Light 
rail is a start, but we need a network that connects 
neighborhoods to each other and with downtown (trolley, 
light rail, subway?).  Or maybe a fleet of really low-cost 
taxis like they have in some South American cities that 
enable people of all means to get around?     I would also 
like to see pay-parking garages in Ballard and other urban 
villages/centers.  This would be a good way to boost 
business districts and create a more pedestrian-friendly 
environment.  Get parking off the streets (at least the 
arterials) and free up road space for bike lanes, pedestrian 
plazas, sidewalk cafes, more public spaces (farmers 
markets, gathering places), etc.

Golden Gardens needs much more police presence and 
enforcement during the Summer. PLEASE HELP

I bike, need to extend BG through ballard despite recent 
setback lawsuit.  Need more bike safety emphasis.  
Housing is getting replaced by high density condos and 
apartments which increases the transient population and 
contributes to crime.  Additionally car prowls and theft of 
items and plantings in our yard are discouraging.

I grow concerned about older smaller businesses being 
able to survive.  It’s kind of like I see so many exensive 
shi-shi businesses coming to Ballard (which is fine) but 
is is really saddening to see the older establishments 
struggling.  I think the diversity of business types is 
important for Ballard to remain a viable community.
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The abundance of street people in downtown Ballard 
has made it unpleasant to take my kids to the library and 
the Ballard Commons park.  It seems to just keep getting 
worse.  I also do not like to see Ballard losing it’s character 
and becoming an extension of Fremont.

Increased density has led to less affordable housing, 
lack of parking.  Infrastructure has not kept up with new 
density.  Maintenance of public spaces and streets has 
been neglected.  Size of many new buildings is out of 
scale with existing community.

Safety has been become more of a concern due 
to increased traffic and a transient population.  
Disappointed that the monorail failed come to fruition.  
Wondering how this rapid transit is actually going to 
improve traffic flow to and from downtown.  Crown Hill 
needs more community oriented buildings and spaces.  
Many existing building and home are in disrepair and new 
building are not built with longevity or design sensibility.

homeless population is getting out of control...more 
brash and dangerous

14th Ave is a mess. On 14th and many other streets, there 
are tons of safety issues with having folks park so close 
to the intersections. It’s impossible to see whether a car 
is coming without nosing so far into the intersection that 
you block pedestrians and oncoming traffic. Maintenance 
of signs and lines is spotty. There are lots of places 
where these are so faded that they are totally illegible.     
Residential sidewalks are ridiculously dangerous, cracks, 
unevenness, etc. abounds.     Lots more to be done to 
encourage variation in design and layout of new building 
in the Ballard neighborhood. Many of the new condo 
buildings present very little in the way of public green 
space or interest. This leads to canyons of inactivity. A 
great example is Leary south of Market St. One block over 
is lively and well-used. The block of Leary south of Market 
is abandoned and sterile.

Tricky to bicycle to other Seattle neighborhoods. Buses 
inconvenient off hours.

There should be a direct Ballard to Downtown bus line 
that doesn’t deviate through Westlake Ave or lower 
Queen Anne (constant, not just Express buses).  Also, the 
neighborhood has gotten awfully expensive to live in.

housing - I don’t know how anyone thought that 1000+ 
new condos was going to be a good idea.  Now we have 
vacant lots and buildings instead of a bowling alley that 
actually had people in it that would prevent crime, now 
the place is ripe with meth heads and drunks as they have 
plenty of places to move into through broken windows.  
Bad planning and greed lead to vacant lots and crime

Really need BG missing link. Traffic is worse. Want light 
rail to downtown and beyond.

traffic going eastbound on Market St., esp. at the 24th 
Ave intersection, is very, very slow. Also, on Shilshole Ave, 
coming up to Market.  Worried about the effect of many 
more residents on Ballard traffic when more of the tall 
buildings become occupied

With the recent push to increase density and services, 
there has not been a commensurate focus on public 
parking.  The lack of public/pay lots makes it very difficult 
to find parking when the neighborhood has become a 
destination for shopping, dining, and nightlife.    I also 
find that the increase in townhomes and condos has 
compromised a lot of the character that initially attracted 
me to Ballard.  When I was looking to buy a home, I was 
very careful to note the zoning for not only streets I was 
looking to live, but surrounding streets as well to ensure 
the single-family detached neighborhood I was looking 
for would remain that way.

As previously mentioned, 1:4 family dwelling conversions 
are choking the neighborhoods with cars.  High denisty 
population is bringing with it some of the dregs.  Lots of 
illicit drug use at bergen place, lots of homeless taking up 
temporary residence in the parks, 4 break ins on our block 
in the past year.

We are saturated with condos and multi-use new 
construction.  Not pleased to see places like Denny’s and 
Sunset Bowl, enjoyed by the old Ballardites, shut and 
torn down in favor of empty lots with plans for yet more 
condos etc.

There is not enough policing by bike or foot.  The parks 
are for everyone, but seem overutilized by homeless and 
drunken people, especially in the downtown Ballard area.
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Downtown Ballard does not seemed to have planned 
additional parking to accomodate all the new multi-
unit housing projects and new restaurants/evening 
related retail venues. It is SO hard to find parking. Also, 
for people who work in downtown Ballard it is nearly 
impossible to park close to their buildings.

Wife works downtown but there is still not quick easy 
public transport she will use.  Much new housing is ugly 
and uninspired and will be really ugly in 20 years.

Too many new buildings that are high rises with 
“pretend” parking.  All this urban density is making 
people  cramped and intolerant.  Much more crime.

I oppose the backyard cottage proposal because it would 
bring more problems and noise to the neighborhood.  
It dillutes the single family neighborhood and our 
community.

Need rail or streetcar. Bus is not enough. More parks.

No enough public transportation. Need light rail.    Better 
bike solutions: Missing link, bicycle blvds are essential.    
Golden Gardens is out of control at night on weekends.

The missing link is a big problem for bike commuters. So 
much has been done that it’s silly this is standing in the 
way of overall improvement.

The new condos are impersonal, imposing and over 
crowding downtown Ballard with cars and people are 
everywhere. Traffic is slowing durring peek periods and 
much of the character of the core is going away.

Too much crime--there never used to be muggings in 
Ballard.

We were overbuilt with condos,the area is becoming too 
dense. Safety issues regarding transients and crime.

I really wish that the condos could be smaller and have 
less impact on downtown Ballard.  They have really 
taken over the feel of the place.  I also feel less safe then 
I did 10 years ago.  Seems like no one has really taken a 
leadership role on that front.

Businesses cannot stay rooted/sustained in Ballard. The 
business district changes from month to month and it’s 
hard to remember what is still there as they seem to close 
frequently. High rent???  Also, the new construction is 
making Ballard feel like the Dark Lord’s condo planet. 
There is, however, a group of newly built “cottages” that 
helps give a fraction of balance to the overwhelming 
placement of condos and apartments.

Downtown Ballard has been developed in an unpleasant 
way. Essential businesses (books, groceries, cameras) 
have been replaced by bars, expensive restaurants, and 
clothing boutiques. The traffic at 24th and Market is 
ghastly, and the noise level downtown is obnoxious.

The homeless are more visible and, perhaps more 
numerous.  I actually wanted to see the Monorail in 
Ballard.  service down town is good, but east/west is not 
so great - just the 44 on Market.

I am worried that Ballard will become over run with those 
huge condos.

Too many older homes being torn down and replace 
with townhouses that add no historic beauty to the 
neighborhood.

I’d like to see some improvements to the Soundview 
Park.  The playground is dated and there isn’t a restroom 
near by.  I’d also like to be able to walk around my 
neighborhood on sidewalks.

If the trolley extension that has been talked about 
happens, I’ll be much more satisfied. The Burke Gilman 
Trail connector needs to get finished!!

parking is almost impossible ~ I think twice about 
shopping on Market St or Ballard Ave because parking is 
such a pain.

So many condos promise an overrun, less approachable 
business disrict in the future.

Buses are packed and don’t service the North/West side 
of Ballard well.  No light rail station!  Glad about the Burke 
Gilman trail getting completed. I love biking in Ballard.

I’m disappointed that the monorail to downtown didn’t 
happen
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Lots of abandoned buildings, particularly the checkered 
building at 3rd and 85th need to be razed. Sidewalks are 
needed badly north of 85th.

Really wish the light rail were coming!

We need sidewalks in crown hill. Period!

Ballard, Crown Hill, Loyal Heights, Sunset Hill would 
benefit from a greater police presence.  Many residents 
complain about witnessing drug transactions on the 
otherwise quiet streets.

We need more bus capacity - either the longer buses or 
more frequent buses. People jostle for position to get 
on the bus and sometimes get left behind because the 
bus is too full. This is ridiculously poor service for people 
who just want to rely on public trans to get to work.  I 
will forever be bitter and angry at the people who killed 
the monorail. I have a list and I will never vote for those 
people.  The new condo buildings on 24th NW are too tall 
and they are taking too long to build.  I really want the 
Missing Link of the bike trail to be finished and I do not 
believe the businesses will be harmed.

Townhomes and condos are taking over and robbing old, 
traditional neighborhoods of warmth and charm. What’s 
worse, they are not built with adequate parking. Thus, 
their cars plug up residential streets.  Finally, I’m a part-
time bike commuter. “Sharrows” are not bike lanes and 
they are NOT safe for cyclists. We need real, protected 
bike lanes.

I’m a bike commuter, so the traffic doesn’t bog me down 
so much, but it’s clearly becoming a problem already, and 
is poised to get worse....

I would like to see more mass-transit (i.e. light rail) come 
to Ballard and Crown Hill.

Regarding transportation, the streets are not being 
improved to handle the increase of traffic we are seeing 
with the increase of housing units. Nor are bus routes 
having increased buses to handle the increase in demand 
and we no longer hear about the RapidRide that was 
being proposed.

Ballard is quickly losing any of its charm with all the 
cookie cutter condo complexes popping up all over 
town. Parks are used throughout the day by the every 
increasing homeless population and that often keeps me 
and my children away, especially during fall and winter 
when we could possibly be the only neighbors there.

Metro bus service in Ballard is horrible.  Why do my tax 
dollars go to supporting suburban sprawl and metro 
bus service outside the city?  I’ve essentially given up 
on riding the bus as the service is infrequent, buses are 
overcrowded, or buses do not show up.    Cycling facilities 
have a long way to go in Ballard and deserve much more 
attention from the city.

It would be nice to have a little ‘downtown’ area. I’ve seen 
the RUV map and realize it might just take a bit of time. 
I’ll be patient.

Due to recent muggins and robbiers in the area, I have 
not felt safe walking around Ballard alone at night.  The 
recent killing at the gas station on 15th only causes more 
worry.

I was most upset by the outcome of the monorail project; 
also the Safeway gas station at 15th & 83rd. Also- my 
husband & I were victims of an attempting mugging this 
year near that gas station.

There should be more free parking to encourge more 
people to come to the area to shop and dine. The lack of 
it has become a deterent.

all issues that come growth see to have been ignored.  it’s 
all about the developers and the income from taxes.

Need more affordable housing that will attract a mixed 
demographic of people. Public transportation and 
the traffic in Ballard is congested and slow, hard to 
take public transportation to work if you don’t work in 
downtown or the UW.

Although we are just starting to feel it (many of the large 
Condo’s and apartments are not at full capacity) I am very 
nervous about traffic in the near term.  I think the city 
has failed to plan for the large amount of traffic that they 
have encouraged by encouraging so much building with 
an road infrastructure.

see previous statement
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Existing/former buildings such as the Sunset Bowl and 
Denny’s along market sit vacant and are targets for 
vandalism.  Vacancy rate of the new condos is relatively 
high, yet more are planned, driving rent rates for existing 
homes and apartments higher and forcing low and 
middle income people out of the neighborhood

Not only are the new condos bringing people who do 
not seem to able or willing to maintain the longstanding 
culture of this wonderful neighborhood, the majority of 
them are hideous.  They block views and create more 
wind tunnels.  They also seem to have created a housing 
shortage as most people cannot afford these overpriced 
behemoths, and affordable apartments are scarce, 
particularly near Old Ballard and other locations near the 
heart of Ballard.

Hands down the most inconvenient public transit system 
of ANY city I’ve lived in or visited!

I like the new parks and open spaces, but we still need 
more!

Far too many bars and outdoor seating have been 
allowed in Ballard. The bar scene is attracting a narrow 
demographic and alienating everyone else. Public safety 
is an issue. More traffic, more alcohol consumption.

I am not displeased about existing buildings... I am 
displeased about the horrific condos and not-so-great 
townhomes going up throughout Ballard.

There is a serious problem in the area, it is growing, 
that is the great part, but the city seems to forget about 
us and does not bother to provide us with a safe place 
to walk, shop, rude buses and frequent parks.  The 
wonderful placed one would want to frequent are being 
taken over by the homeless, street people and drunks/
drug dealers.  If it continues I can see Ballard quickly 
decline in population because the people who live here, 
spend money here, contribute to the community is not 
being reflected the the way the area is being managed 
and protected.

See previous comments about how the neighborhood is 
changing.

Need more buses to downtown and eventually lightrail.

Need to accelerate implementation of both rail and Rapid 
Ride bus service.  Reliable public transit, rather than car 
capacity, should be our approach to moving people to job 
centers.

Cross-city transportation is frustrating, especially 
connection on the commute home from the eastside and 
520 transit at Montlake.

The city just screwed us over, once again, with parking on 
28th street between 56th and 57th.  Quit issuing so many 
high-density building permits if you’re going to shut 
down parking or not find other options.

Multiple small condos on side street drive out the single 
family ownership of family homes.  Large condos and 
apts on the main avenues make public transportation 
advantageous for those residents.

Well, you have read my previous comments by now. 
Building the condos in Ballard was the biggest mistake 
ever, and we will never retrieve the Ballard we know until 
you tear them down somwday. We now get graffiti on 
our private property, and on the street signs, same as 
downtown! Yippee! Stop any more building growth! Keep 
it downtown, where people who want that lifestyle can 
go live there and have it. I was talking to another old-
timer recently, we both agreed that jaywalking on Market 
Street near Matador has increased over years ago. The 
young, downtown mindset has invaded Ballard with their 
disrespect for mere crosswalks. But, you planners have 
met your growth targets to impress your peers who do 
the same deteriorating things in other city neighborhoods 
in other cities. Obviously, I am blaming city planners. 
There is no one else who has the power to have made this 
happen.    By the way, the new library does not seem to 
be much bigger at all, for the money spent, just taller. In 
15 years, city planners will be admitting as much when 
they go after a plan to replace it to build... another multi-
story condo there!

There still isn’t a “safe” biking route from Downtown to 
Ballard.

Transit seems to overlook Ballard.  I have friends who live 
in North Shoreline and door-to-door have a shorter trip 
taking the bus - that’s a joke since I live 20 minutes closer 
than they do.  I know there are BRT plans, but seems 
far away and with latest budget crunch, not sure I’ll see 
it.  Public safety seems to be waning - more incidents 
reported; can North Precinct increase patrols?



Q2: What are you dissatisfied about?
362

CroWN hill / ballard CroWN hill / ballard

Extremely inadequate bus service makes it difficult to 
go anywhere other than downtown seattle on transit.  
Poor zoning code development and regulation has led 
to terrible townhouse ghettos with no positive street 
presence.

The city has reduced parking through in-efficient use of 
space.  Places where back-in angle parking could be used 
are paralell

We came from California 2 years ago.  I probably would 
not have chosen Ballard but rather a nicer neighborhood.  
It seemed at the time that housing was less expensive 
in Ballard, but I should have spent more.  I am 57 years 
old.   I’ve never lived anywhere where I felt uncomfortable 
about being robbed or hurt by strangers where I live, till 
I lived in Ballard.  Also, for example, 2 days ago, while I 
was exiting the Ballard Library, there were between 6 or 
8 drunk people sitting around on the metal chairs and on 
the ground, yelling at passersby - not hurting anyone, 
of course.  Just yuck.   It is unpleasant sometimes to be 
around these people.

The continued reduction in open (non-2 hour only) 
parking on Ballard Avenue and nearby streets makes it 
difficult for those of us who live in the older buildings that 
don’t have garages.  This is also a safety issue, as parking 
further from my residence means a longer walk home at 
night.

Places being shuttered (Sunset Bowl) and torn down 
(Denny’s) before solid funding for new construction is 
ascertained is irresponsible to the community.    The 
fast pace at which change is being made in Ballard is 
disturbing and depressing. The new condominiums 
overshadow existing buildings. 24th NW is fast becoming 
the new “tunnel”. All the changes on NW Market to the 
businesses give it a feel of depression era.     The bike trail 
brouhaha needs to be resolved. Yes, bicyclists need a trail 
but not at the expense of the businesses that have been 
here for decades (Pac Fish, Ballard Oil, Salmon Bay Sand 
& Gravel, etc.). Surely a mutually satisfactory solution 
can be found.    Bus availability should be expanded to 
accommodate the increased population and encourage 
usage. Specifically, bus route #46 could/should have 
more times scheduled. That route is far more convenient 
to some commuters than #44, which sometimes adds up 
to an hour to the evening commute depending on traffic 
congestion.    The hideous sculptures at Bergen Place 
park need to be replaced by art that truly honors Ballard’s 
maritime and Scandinavian roots.

More crime moving into the neighborhood, many MANY 
car prowls, can’t walk alone at night any longer, etc.  
Neighborhood buildings that were *COMMUNITY* and 
served many many people of all age ranges and likes 
were taken over and put to one use for a small portion 
of people (the little buildings at 65th and 32nd that are 
now solely used by Piccolino’s - overpriced pasta and 
only used by people who drive here from elsewhere, 
crowd up the street, and don’t obey traffic rules like the 
4-way stop!).  Monstrous houses being built that look 
nothing like anything around them and use up the entire 
lot, and bring in people with so many cars they block 
the entire street.  No enforcement of parking laws. No 
enforcement of speeding (all the people who cruise our 
neighborhood on their way to/from Golden Gardens).  
Parks and Locks and Market St are taken over by druggies 
and bums. Drug deals go down all the time, I see them, 
and never a cop around - and when we call we’re told 
they can’t do anything about it.  Crime creeping into the 
city and nothing being done about it.  Tourist traffic shuts 
down Market on weekends, takes an hour to get from 
Locks to  15th and Seattle DOT says nothing to be done.  
Enforcement of use of library would be nice, I am so sick 
of seeing people *BATHING* in the drinking fountain in 
the lobby!!!

See question 1

So many businesses are closing, due to high rents.

New developments seem out of control. Architecture is 
poor. Too many things being built too quickly and too 
many people flowing in with no time/resources for the 
community to adapt and integrate the changes. As far 
as transportation: we still wish the monorail were being 
built! Metro buses aren’t keeping up with mass transit 
demand. Viaduct replacement plans are confusing 
and lacking good leadership, which makes Ballard feel 
especially in danger of being cut off from easy access to 
downtown/airport. More/safer biking options are still 
needed. Crime feels higher and police do not feel present/
engaged. Overall, the neighborhood seems to be lacking 
leadership, someone to help focus civic priorities. Can we 
get a mayor of Ballard??

crime is definitely increasing in this formerly very safe-
feeling area of the city
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Regularly encounter homeless poeple or people who 
camp / live in their RVs who use drugs and alcohol. Their 
behavior is not acceptable. It is VERY disturbing and the 
police seem to do NOTHING about it. Speaking of which, 
we never see the police!

The loss of the monorail clearly broke the plans for 
Ballard.  But most of the construction projects should 
have been stopped.  15th is going to be horrible for an 
entire generation.  The bus and Rapid Bus System will 
help a little bit but traffic will get worse and worse.  Over 
all Ballard has been over developed.

Old Ballard is gone. Killed by greedy developers building 
condos that block out the sun and big box retail spaces 
that are an eyesore. (Ballard Block)

It’s unconscianable that we don’t have something 
besides buses to get downtown. Why light rail goes 
out to nowhere instead of servicing the majority of the 
population and tax base makes no sense to me. As a 12 
year daily bus rider it works fairly well but we need rail. 
Light, commuter or streetcar. Something that is not 
beholden to cars.

We moved here from California SPECIFICALLY to be near 
the BG Trail - sadly, the City has been unable to get past 
the few curmudgeons that seem to be single-handedly 
holding up progress. This neighborhood is an extremely 
high-cost-of-living area and I feel like I’ve been duped! 
There is no access to the trail here - not if you value your 
life.

While some of the condos are architecturally pleasing, 
most are not.  This is a disease across our city.  The city 
has become ugly.  This is Mayor Nickels’ legacy --- ugly 
condos and no Monorail.  And now I hear we’ll have 
“cottages” in our backyards.  Wonderful.  Can’t wait for 
Shantytown.

The regular Ballard drunks were OK but now we have a 
different element.  We have younger, gang-banger folks 
and more drug-freaked meth (probably) types.

The buses grow more and more crowded during the 
morning and evening commutes.  We need more express 
buses to downtown.

Traveling along Leary Way/24th/Burke Gilman trail 
is not pleasant, whether you are in a car or on a bike, 
particularly on Sunday when the Ballard Farmers Market 
is in session.  Parking is a bit of a hazard as it is so busy 
along this route.  The area where Burke Gilman runs 
past the Fred Myer and under the Ballard Bridge is also a 
hazardous route, particularly because it seems that there 
isn’t enough room for car and bike in this area.  The road 
should either be closed to cars or widened to make it safe 
for cyclists.

Businesses have veered toward the boutique more than 
the day-to-day vendor.  This trend could make Ballard 
more of a tourist destination than an affordable place to 
live.

Public transportation to the downtown area is pretty 
good, but I would like to see the capacity of these 
routes increased.  They can be very crowded, especially 
during rush hour.  Transportation on east-west lines is 
completely inadequate.  Too infrequent and too little 
capacity.  As a bicycle commuter, I would really like to see 
the missing link completed.  This will make the commute 
safer for cyclists and make bicycle traffic more visible and 
predictable for drivers (including industrial transporters) 
who use Shilshole and Market Aves.    I have also noticed 
an increase in drug use and petty crime over the last year 
or so.

I used to feel very safe walking around Ballard at alone, 
but in the last few years I feel less safe, especially in 
the five block radius around where I live (on 52nd near 
Swedish Hospital).

Housing: the new condos are changing the face of 
ballard.  Changing what drew people here in the first 
place.  Safety:  With the influx of new residents and 
construction travel through ballards side streets has 
become treacherous.  Park: The new park by the library 
quite simply is a joke.  It’s usefulness as a place of refuge 
is nil.  It is not a comfortable space.  The park should have 
included more trees to create a sense of seclusion.  As it is 
now it seems like a parking lot with some grassy areas.

weekend congestion on eastbound NW Market st.  
Waiting to see the impact o all the condos.

There is not alot of options for affordable housing, busses 
are overcrowded, and the new condos do not add any 
value to the neighborhood. This just makes me want to 
move to Portland.



Q2: What are you dissatisfied about?
364

CroWN hill / ballard CroWN hill / ballard

We need much more green space in Ballard.

The increase in urban density as seen through the many 
large condo complexes that have gone up is changing the 
look and feel of my neighborhood.  I voted to have urban 
villages many years ago to save farmland not urban small 
cities.

I would like the 17 express to run more often than just the 
peak times. The new buildings are too tall and massive for 
the ballard locations they have been squeezed into.

Something must be done about the congestion - if 
it’s serious about drawing business from outside the 
immediate neighborhood, either the city should create 
a highrise public parking facility for the neighborhood, 
or Metro should get its act together and provide more 
comprehensive service (more frequent buses on current 
routes, plus new service to fill in the gaps, like Fremont to 
Ballard via Leary Way).

We look and feel like every other neighborhood.  The 
sense of what makes Ballard unique is long long gone.

Too many condos, too much denisty.

Don’t like the traffic circles.

I am concerned about the homeless drunks hanging out 
in the parks and next to the library.  I don’t know if there 
are services in Ballard available to them and I’m not sure 
they can be revitalized, honestly.

Increased violent crime and ugly, ugly condo blocks going 
up all over blocking the sky.  Density is fine, but what 
a missed opportunity to have done it with attention to 
green design and aesthetic appeal.

Parking in Ballard is becoming the most challenging in 
the city.

The general lack of alternative (to personal vehicles) 
transportation is one of my largest concerns for Ballard.  
The idea of a monorail was more than I could have 
expected for, my exuberance was crushed when the plans 
for a monorail were torn down.

That said though, it is (as one library float put it) the 
“scariest and stinkiest” library in the city.  I think it is 
sad and inexcusable that the bathroom doors at the 
entrance must remain open in order to discourage folks 
from shooting up in the bathroom.  There is always 
someone panhandling outside the library when we go, 
and though the skateboard park is lovely and a great 
place for teens to congregate to skate and little kids 
to play in the water park, there are always groups of 
inebriated homeless gathered there any time of day.   As 
for transportion, Ballard continues to be (as it was when 
I lived in a different neighborhood) one of the hardest 
neighborhoods to get in and out of from other Seattle 
neighborhoods except for the downtown financial 
district.

* Holman Road / 15th Ave are dangerous for both drivers 
and pedestrians.  * I live in Crown Hill.  While Ballard 
has plenty of public facilities, Crown Hill does not.  They 
are trying to develop something at the old Crown Hill 
school, but that is probably many years away because 
I don’t know where they’ll get the money to fix up the 
place.  * I hate that almost all the businesses in Crown 
Hill cater to people who drive--mostly people from other 
neighborhoods.  There seems to be more space dedicated 
to parking lots than to the businesses themselves.  Huge 
gas stations.  Office space.  Box stores.  Compared to 
places like these, there are few neighborhood stores and 
shops which we can frequent on a regular basis.  If I want 
to experience a neighborhood commercial district I have 
to get in my car and drive to other neighborhoods

I would like to see more open space. Hopefully we can 
one day create a waterfront park or expand Ballard 
Commons. I would like to see streetcar or light rail service 
to Downtown.

The permitting process in Ballard should be seriously 
reviewed - permitting of large buildings should be 
stopped pending mass transporation capacity.  The town 
house codes also need a serious review - they lead to 
buildings that are eyesores.  Ballard should have town 
houses that are “City fronted.”  The lack of light rail in 
Ballard (or a plan in the next 20 years to get light rail) is 
an embarassment to the abilities of our city planners.  
Federal Way is slated to get light rail before Ballard.  
Transporation capacity needs to follow urban growth -- 
either stop allowing growth or start building mass transit.

Downtown Ballard has a fair bit of vagrancy.
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We are told that despite harrassment by transients, the 
police won’t respond. I know it’s low priority, but even 
increased drive bys are appropriate to let folks know that 
we’re safe. Right now it no longer feels safe to be a single 
female walking in Ballard.

Ballard seems to be losing businesses left and right! 
Especially old businesses that have been here 40-50 
years.     Transportation: going east/west from Ballard to 
the rest of Seattle remains a challenge. The 44 bus line 
is the only one that really goes this direction and it is full 
and extremely slow. Traffic on Market/46th has become 
quite unreasonable. There need to be alternatives in this 
direction.

Busy streets such as 15th, 8th and Market are neglected; 
trees should be added, walkways improved and signs 
should be better regulated.

The condo development has really changed the character 
of the whole area.  The welcomed increase in businesses 
has lead to an increase in crime.

I am 58 and have a knee replacement.  I have fallen 
several times on the uneven sidewalks on Market Street 
and surrounding area.  Market St. is the worst.

I can not believe that with the growth and development 
that has occurred, a plan for better and faster public 
transportation has not happened.    We need an option 
aside from bus service to get us downtown quicker.

It’s very time consuming to leave Ballard.  I work 
downtown and the busride home is often “standing room 
only”  We really need more express routes that are the 
double articulated type and not single type.  Also, there 
is a pretty significant homeless problem in Ballard.  While 
most of the folks are hramless there are the occasional 
individuals who aere harmful.  I think the taking abck of 
bergen place and marvin gardens will help to illeviate 
some of this trouble though.

Dissatisfaction is more resultant of new buildings, 
specifically housing.

The rents have gone up drastically. A unit that rented for 
$700 in 2005 now rents for around $850. More housing is 
being built, but it is not affordable. A luxury apartment or 
condo doesn’t do any good for someone who is already 
being priced out of the neighborhood they’ve lived in for 
several years.

I realize compromises have to be made when so many 
want to move into such a small space, but why are so 
many of the new buildings so ugly?  And, if it does get 
built, how does anyone think that monstrous complex at 
the corner of Market and 15th is really going to improve 
the neighborhood?  There is no feeling to these buildings.  
They are all going to look awful and get torn down in 25 
years.  What a waste of resources.

Sunset Bowl is a monument to everything that has gone 
wrong in Ballard.

Current public transportation options are at capacity 
limits, and commuters are turning away from using public 
transit in response. On the other hand, all roads leading 
to and from Ballard are also now at capacity during rush 
hour, and there is no foreseeable way to add private 
car capacity.    After approving a Monorail plan in public 
votes four imes and it’s defeat finally after a fifth vote 
(sincerely un-democratic process tat was) the people of 
Ballard have been offered no alternative. It feels like the 
city and county governments are punishing us for taking 
some initiative. The Ballard train station idea has no real 
promise from any government leadership, no funding 
source, and no real likelihood of happening. Meanwhile 
Ballard is serving as the repository for population density 
in King County, while near empty new buses are rolling 
into downtown from the suburbs every morning rush 
hour commute. I’m a little beyond dissatisfied with 
the situation.    There has been a marked increase in 
aggressive panhandling in the neighborhood, which really 
just seems like a by-product of Ballard’s new popularity 
on weekends and evenings. There has also been a 
very noticeable increase in graffiti in the past several 
years, and more recently we seem to be undergoing a 
bit of a violent crime wave. The recent shooting at the 
convenience store is simply appalling, and not something 
I would have expected in Ballard just a few years ago.

Not enough bus service or other transportation service, 
not enough affordable housing, not as safe as use to be 
even 4 years ago, not enough parks, green, or other open 
spaces.

Public transportation has not kept up with the pace of 
population growth. Ballard desperately needs to be 
added to the Link light rail system. It also seems that 
crime has been rising of late.

You are not doing anything to stop people from speeding 
thru neighborhoods.  It is unsafe for children, wildlife and 
older neighbors



Q2: What are you dissatisfied about?
366

CroWN hill / ballard CroWN hill / ballard

Public transportation remains downtown-centric and the 
buses are too crowded and don’t run anywhere near on 
time.  Housing is too expensive for many.

While the density has increased, bus service is lacking, 
particularly for the routes that do not run downtown.  I 
also am sickened by the inability of our community to 
finish the Burke-Gilman Trail.  That is a woefully unsafe 
situation. Affordable, single-family homes are scarce.

Very concerned about tunnel option for Viaduct 
replacement and the negative impact it will have during 
and after construction on Ballard.

Too many condos. Too much density.

It isn’t too bad yet but the amount of traffic and the lights 
on Market do get annoying. Also not a big thing and the 
feasability is pretty low but it’d be nice to have some 
green space in the main downtown Ballard area.

I wish there were more buses and that you would add 
addtional express routes to downtown.  That bus is 
always crowded

It takes more than 15 minutes to drive from Market & 
24th to an entrance to highway 99.  In comparison, it 
takes another 15 minutes to get from the entrance to 
highway 99 to outside of Seattle.  This was my daily 
commute for six months, so I’m quite familiar with it.  
There seems to be an increase in vagrant people laying 
about in parks and teenagers vandalizing things.

The bus service in and out of Ballard is limited to the 17 or 
the 18.  And it is difficult to get around on the weekends 
or after the rush work hours on the bus.  The library is 
great but it is quite full all the time.  There does not seem 
to any where else for the public to gather.  The park is a 
good weather option only - not rain friendly.

Too many condos, too much development, loss of 
character and open spaces.

If you want to increase density then you should 
increase mass transit.  New housing should be able to 
accommodate 1 to 2 vehicles, not zero.  Even if we do 
take buses into work, we tend to keep our cars to get to 
the mountains.  Some of the new construction is just ugly.

Ballard will continue to turn into Seattle’s newest ghetto 
until the police enforce the laws.

Housing is becoming too expensive and there are too 
many condos.

Too many condos going up without adequate parking 
available.

The city appears not to have planned for a transportation 
system that keeps up with the downtown development 
which it encouraged and approved.  The development 
itself is positive but not so the transportation options 
considering a significant number of residents commute 
to work.  Why isn’t Ballard a priority for light rail with all 
the density and commuters in the neighborhood?  Why 
do some plans (mailed by the county/city) for potential 
future light rail do not include stops in Ballard even 
as light rail is apparently developed through Ballard?  
Why is it that to extent any plans for light rail include 
stop in Ballard these plans are so far out in the future 
that the city/county will continue to fail to meet the 
transportation needs of Ballard residents/commuters 
even as the city continues to encourage high density 
development in Ballard?  In addition, there are some 
blatant ommissions of practical, common sense things 
like street lights.  For example, the city has failed to 
come up with a street light for a busy five-way downtown 
intersection on Leary Way and 20th in downtown Ballard.  
Pedestrians have to run across Leary (4 lanes) and hope 
that vehicles coming from 5 different directions will stop.  
This at an intersection with a condominum development 
in the corner with a potential of hundreds of new 
residents (and not counting the new development across 
the street that has not been completed).

the historic area has lost many of the historic uses.  As a 
boater and tinkerer I found the proximty to these services 
useful - not just quaint

There is not enough parking nor bicycling routes and 
trails, at least one of these should be worked on, if not 
both.

Would love to see more of a SPD presence in the 
downtown area where there are drug deals going on right 
before our very eyes.  They’ve overtaken Bergen Place 
and the Commons Park.
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In regard to safety: I don’t find that Ballard is not safe, 
but I do feel uneasy about the high density of homeless 
peoples in the city park and loitering around the library. 
I live nearby and avoid those areas, especially at night, 
unless I have to go there.    In regard to new buildings: 
I really don’t like the towering condos near downtown. 
They take away from the quaint neighborhood feel and 
“cuteness” of Ballard. We are not downtown Seattle and 
don’t every want to be anything close to.

I have seen a rise in the amount of homeless individuals 
loitering around my neighborhood, and there was just a 
murder in Ballard at the gas station on the corner of 15th 
and 58th. I also would like to see some more parks that 
agree to off-leash times for dogs in Ballard.

Why are so many RV’s allowed to remain on Ballard 
streets.  Ballard is now known to be a RV park.  Why aren’t 
businesses made to clean up graffiti and why aren’t they 
fined once they are reported?  Why are homeless people 
allowed to loiter and agressively panhandle in downtown 
Ballard?  Why are homeless allowed to bathe in the 
Ballard library bathrooms and park drinking fountains?  I 
am discouraged to bring my children the local parks and 
library because of this.  I usually take my children outside 
of Ballard for parks and libraries.

Things need to be thought out completely, not just what 
fits into your little box.  I see some of the things you say 
will work for road projects and it all sounds good on paper 
but just does not translate well in a real working situation.  
I am frustrated by all of the permanent outside dining.  
With cyclists on the sidewalks it makes it too much of an 
obstacle to have them all year round.  This is a new thing 
and is not beneficial to the community.

It took over 2 weeks for the police to take action on the 
mentally unstable, profanity screaming, homeless man 
who was living in the bushes at Loyal Heights playfield 
until early August. We need more resources for the 
homeless, but we also need to protect the neighborhood.

Too many multi-unit complexes, whether its condos, 
apartments or multi unit houses. The overall look of the 
new condo/apartment buildings leave a lot to be desired. 
If they have to come at least they could make them 
aesthetically pleasing and built to last.

The city has allowed Ballard to be overbuilt without 
concern for adequate parking given the need for vehicles 
in this area v more central neighborhoods to DT Seattle,

Too many cookie-cutter condominiums and mixed-use 
properties have been built. While it is good that there are 
new stores and restaurants moving in, I fear that rents 
are escalating to the point where important, but marginal 
businesses are forced out. The area could definitely use 
better bus service; perhaps smaller busses running more 
frequently on shorter routes.

Traffic has increased on my street in the past 3 years. As 
well as petty crime, tagging etc.

too damned many condos and town homes. We need 
better mass transit to downtown

Worried that too many condos and apartments are being 
built.

TOO MANY CONDOS - too many historic single family 
houses destroyed in the name of money.

Garish condos, empty lots where bowling alleys and 
restaurants once were.

too many new condos are being crammed into a lot 
where 1 house used to stand.  Now the developers cram 
20 condos on the same lot.

I don’t like the condo glut

too many condos popped up too quickly

Hate the amount of condos, way too many and more are 
being planned!  There is no parking for all those people 
moving in.  I know there should be parking in their condos 
but most people park on the street.

There are too many condo buildings in ballard. I hope that 
no more buildings will be added. We have horrible traffic, 
no good solution for mass transit and too few grocery 
stores and restaurants for all these new and incoming 
residents. Also, stores are rapidly going out of business 
on Market Street, it’s hard to believe that the landlords 
would rather lose a leaser than lower their rents!!

Too many generic condos that look low quality and in 
5-10 year will be falling apart.

won’t ride the bus any more - WAY too crowded.  stop 
letting them tear down one house for 4 ugly condos.
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Tearing up peoples front lawn for some pseudo-
environmental nonsense... permits to cut down trees 
you planted in your own yard.. Wasting money of traffic 
circles.. and spray painting for bikers...

Expanding a neighborhood without expanding 
transportation is foolish. I agree that new roads are very 
expensive but the City’s mistaken belief that we have 
a good public trans system makes them blind to the 
problems. 1) Not enough buses. 2) They are far too often 
late. 3) Too few route selections. 4) Way too slow. 5) They 
stink. 6) I can’t ride them very far without getting an 
asthma attack.

the city doesn’t appear to value single family homes. it 
seems only multi-family structures are wanted for the 
future. This policy will destroy the very fabric of the city.

Too much of a push for population density. The area is 
changiing from neighborhood to city with all the bad 
things that come with that, gangs, crimes, assaults, 
graffiti, homeless.....

the new housing is ugly. as for safety, i do not feel safe on 
market street anymore because of all the bums.

again, too much emphasis on rental type homes/buildings 
-  too high of a transient population is not good for a 
neighborhood/city.

Lack of bus service & the incomplete Burke-Gilman trail

Ballard is still difficult to get in and out of. Wish the 
monorail had happened, or that we were included in the 
light-rail plan.

Far too many new buildings.  Traffic is brutal on market 
and other streets.  The Ballard Bridge is a hazard for 
bikers.

Crime appears to be increasing in this area especially 
those that involve personal injury---more police officers 
are needed for this community as is parking enforcement.  
Parking enforcement is not just about checking to see 
if the time has expired but to ticket (and tow if needed) 
those cars that park in unsafe places for walkers.

The increase in homeless in Ballard has a negative impact 
on my feeling of safety--I no longer feel comfortable 
walking alone at night. Housing is incredibly expensive. 
Transportation is deplorable--all we have is traffic, traffic 
and more traffic.

Buses are crowded and inconvenient.  Buildings and 
businesses are torn down or vacated, only to languish 
when projects stall.

The residential/business buildings offer little-to-nothing 
to me.  I will never go to a tanning salon!

Too much growth.

Would have loved the monorail connecting Ballard to the 
Light Rail.  Now I fear that we will indefinately need to 
drive to Northgate to catch the Light Rail.  Would love to 
see a train stop in Ballard.

Please please please continue to push to get light rail or 
equal form of transportation here.  Thanks for the work 
on the Burke Gillman trail - a great addition!  I support 
high density housing, but public transportation needs 
to keep up with the changing neighborhood.      We are 
concerned about safety - recent events in Ballard were 
quite disturbing and very close to home.  During a  year, 
we observe stolen vehicles, are awaked in the middle of 
the night by loud, disturbing behavior outside, and are 
concerned that safety can vary significantly from block to 
block.

I love the improved park area!  But we need more.

traffic circles would enhance our neighborhoods, as 
would curbs/sidewalks. i think there is a lot of congestion 
on 85th near 15th that could be helped if parking was not 
permitted during peak hours and if distinct lines were 
painted on the road indicating it CAN be a 4-lane road.

Gee, I think it’s pretty clear.  Why can’t we clean up 
Ballard?  It is ridiculous that one can’t go anywhere 
without the aggressive panhandling and the drug deals 
and the trash.  How about more cops?  Bike cops?  
Undercover cops?  Making it so Ballard isn’t Santa Monica 
North to the homeless--what?  Is there an underground 
advertisement among the homeless to come to Ballard?

overcrowded/difficult to get in and out/frequent traffic 
back-ups/not enough buses (standing room only at rush 
hour--ALWAYS)

Please make the old Denny’s land owner safely maintain 
their empty property so that it is not a drug hang-out and 
not a blight on our community.

As stated previously, we bought our home here because 
we were promised a monorail.
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The number of vagrants has increased, and evidence of 
drug and alcohol abuse in public has increased as well.

I’m impatient for a continuous Burke-Gilman trail!

The condo boom in Ballard really changed the look and 
feel of this community.  Many of these buildings were 
allowed to be built higher than ever before, are bland 
in their look and design, and have contributed to a 
sense of homogeneity that has befallen so many other 
communities.  We’re losing the unique sense of place that 
Ballard once was.

The new development is largely a character assassination 
on the neighborhood I fell in love with and hustled out 
from the East Coast for.

I cannot say enough about how mad I am that there are 
GIANT condo and apartment buildings replacing single 
family homes all over Ballard. It’s ugly, it removes trees 
and plants, and it ruins the feel of the neighborhood. 
There is such a thing as too much density.

Really disappointed that there is no monorail and bus 
does not run when I need it to.  Falls on metro’s deaf ears.

Lack of public transit/parking (losing the monorail project 
along 15th), and the proliferation of condos.

Only dissatisfied with the plan to demolish Greenwood 
market (guess that is the Greenwood/Phinney 
neighborhood, but we are loyal patrons there!) for the 
Fred Meyer mega-expansion.

While I understand what lead to the demise of the 
monorail, there hasn’t seemed to have been much in 
the way of planning and developing mass transit to 
downtown. The 15 and 18 busses are overcrowded during 
peak commute hours. Plus there’s really no easy way out 
of Ballard other than to downtown--either by bus or car. 
At least we’ve got a nice bike trail to the UW.

not enough busses, walking can be dangerous on streets 
north of 85th without sidewalks.  housing prices are high.

In the past year, people and businesses in Ballard are 
falling vicitim to a lot more property and violent crime.

i feel there are some issues with lack of services for 
the homeless, who then end up using the library as 
their sanitation station.  There are also some chronic 
panhandlers who are aggressive.

Ballard is a challenge to get to because of Seattle’s lack of 
east/west arterial streets. We can easily get to downtown 
on 15th St/Ballard Bridge or via 99. It would be great to 
have light rail make its way into Ballard.    Ballard has 
a significant homeless population, especially near the 
DSHS building on Leary. My concern about safety is 
relatively low, but I have noticed a surge in the number 
of homeless people sleeping in Gilman Park. I have only 
have one negative encounter but am concerned the city 
and neighborhood are not doing enough to address the 
situation. I am aware of the Ballard Food Bank but think 
there should be greater outreach to provide service and 
resources for the folks living in their cars and in the parks.    
I don’t think the city should waste money on sending 
animal control to parks. The amount of revenue that is 
collected from issuing tickets is likely minimal and this 
is not an effective use of taxpayer dollars. Moreover, the 
city should reinstate providing free pet waste bags as this 
encourages people to pick up after their dogs.

It seems that a significant portion of the population has 
been ignored or ill served, e.g. the poor and homeless.  
The Burke Gilman through Ballard STILL has not been 
completed. This is a major bicycle commuter route.  
Bicycle access across the canal is STILL miserable, e.g. 
The Locks and Ballard Bridge crossing.  Pedestrian 
access and safety has not improved north of 85th in the 
residential area, e.g. North Beach.

we need a faster police presence and stronger mandates 
about homeless activity in the area! including stricter 
rules in the parks the exclusion rule will only work with a 
police presence to enforce it!

Is there a way to relocate people who complain about 
every change in their neighborhood?

the tearing down of businesses to replace with condos 
sucks

pandering to developers and the slow approach to 
provide safe bike paths through our neighborhood and 
connecting to others

The development has overwhelmed the transportation 
infrastructure, both roads and busses. 24th Ave NW was 
seriously degraded by the bike lane installation when 
the workers gouged off the previous lane markings. Why 
one of the few smooth arterials was damaged is beyond 
rational comprehension.

How can you call this a city if you don’t have sidewalk?
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We need more #44 buses running at rush hours.

I’m frustrated that the light rail plan to Ballard was 
scrapped and feel that some of the newer condos on 24th 
really reduce the feeling of openness in that area.

Yes.  Lots of condos being built without “real parking” 
forcing more people onto the street.  Town homes with 
parking on the bottom that only the tiniest car could 
actually get into.  It’s silly.  I know some city planners 
think if they don’t build parking, people won’t have cars, 
but we don’t have mass transit at a level to completely 
replace cars yet.  And Gregory is taking credit for bike 
lanes that aren’t really bike lanes.  Sharrows, please. Let’s 
build some real one!  I also think that the city has gotten 
too heavy handed with it’s code.  Did you know that it’s 
illegal for you to build an attached garage that extends 
beyond your house front .. even if your new garage is 40 
feet from the sidewalk?

1. Burke Gilman trail needs to be completed. There’s no 
question that certain Ballard industrial companies are 
against this due to their NIMBY attitude. This IS Seattle, 
and cycling should take precedent.    2. There’s no easy 
way to bike from Ballard/Crown Hill to Downtown. It’s 
either the narrow (and blow dart prone) walkway on 
Ballard Bridge, or the long and slow walk through the 
Docks. With concern for peace and safety, there should 
be a bike specific lane through the Docks to promote 
cycling as an alternative form of transportation.

Our buses are packed and housing is too expensive.

Ballard Chamber of commerce should be ashamed of 
their resistance to the completion of the missing link of 
the Burk-Gilman trail.

Too many apartments and condos. The infrastructure 
can’t support them. Parking is a nightmare and on my 
street people were inovative and angle parked, only to 
have the city put up parallel parking only signs.  There 
isn’t room, they’ve allowed too many living spaces to 
sprout up.  The old feeling of Ballard is gone.  So many 
shops are closing, it’s incredibly sad.  Where is the trail 
extension?!?

I am disatisfied about the lack of planning ofr condos, 
aprtment house etc. There seems to be a flood of 
them that are now sitting, and if they were full woudl 
overcrowd the area to the point of traffic congestion, 
increased crime and the area loses the charm and security 
of the great place it is to live.

I would like to see more of an effort to clean up 15th Ave, 
especially the garbage that people leave along the road 
(i.e. old sofas, chairs, tires, etc.).  While currently clean, 
the West side of 67th/15th (across from Ballard Pool), is a 
favorite spot for people.    I’d like to see more trees along 
the streets in Ballard.  I’d like to see more bike lanes.  I’d 
also like to see less townhomes popping up like weeds 
in neighborhoods with nice older homes -- there are 
some cottages that I’ve seen that fit the neighborhoods 
that look nice, but I hate those three story boxes with 5 
windows.  Yes, more dense, cheaper housing is nice, but 
at what cost?  Locate all the condos down on Market and 
be done with it.    Speaking of condos, when are those 
eyesores on Market going to change -- by that I mean 
where Denny’s and Sunset Bowl used to be.    Also would 
like to see cops making more patrols through the inner 
neighborhoods around Ballard High -- lots of teenagers 
like to linger around smoking pot and being a nusense, 
see Salmon Bay Park and the soccer fields around there.

At night the lighting in portions of the city is so dim it 
feels un safe.

The missing link is dangerous and needs to be addressed.

need more dog parks - whittier heights area

Much of Crown Hill still does not have sidewalks. I would 
like to see money invested in infrastructure for North 
Ballard rather than downtown Ballard/Market Street 
area. Things look pretty good down there, but there is still 
much work to be done on infrastructure in North Ballard. 
40 years without sidewalks?

Need more parks and public open spaces. New 
development, especially townhouses, lacks creatuvity or 
character. More frequent bus service needed.

Noticeable increase in crime, especially drug trafficking.

Increase in homelessness and violent crimes (not 
necessarily related); increase in condo buildings which 
seem to be unoccupied; tearing down Sunset Bowl and 
Denny’s and leaving the spaces empty for all of this time

Too much density without improving parking, road 
access, or transit.  Sometimes the bus is too crowded.  
The traffic trying to get in and out is getting much worse.  
Right now most of the condos they have built are sitting 
empty, but at some point they will fill up and traffic/
transit/parking will get much, much worse.
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The buses need more capacity; I’m pleased that the 
routes are available, but more buses are needed.    
Housing is not very affordable.

As more people are moving to and visiting Ballard, it 
seems like crime is going up, but I do not see an equal 
increase in law enforcement.

We need light rail from Northgate mall to Holman Road 
to 15th Ave NW, going across the Ballad bridge thru 
Interbay and intersecting with Link rail downtown.  
Holman Road is overwhelmed by traffic now.  More 
sidewalks, pedestrian bridges needed.

I don’t believe the numbers listed for home value in 
the status report.  Looking around the neighborhood, 
sometimes there are condos for under 300,000, but the 
lowest I’ve seen is in the 250,000-280,000 range.  Houses 
under 350,000 seem like they’re only on the market to be 
torn down, so the land can be used for townhomes, which 
will then cost >400,000.  To claim that %81.1 of home 
values are under 300,000 seems unconnected to reality.

We wish the wading pool at Soundview PG wasn’t closed 
this summer.  We wish we had a community center.  We 
are afraid to walk in some areas pretty close to our house.

Baker Park (across from Safeway)

Cheaply-built, ugly condos and townhomes fill every 
available spot. Would love to see a greater effort to 
maintain a level of visual integrity.

Dissatisfaction with the lack of upkeep present on 15th 
street north of Ballard highschool.

I do not often feel safe in the neighborhood. There are 
too many vagrants that have been given free reign.

In general I am dissatisfied about transportation and 
safety. Specifically, I am concered about the speed and 
recklessness of traffic along 80th Ave NW in front of Loyal 
Heights Elementary School.

Instances of crime (car prowls, break-ins, etc) seem to be 
quite high for this neighborhood.

It seems that the homeless people have taken over 
ballard and has made it rather annoying to walk near 
parks and businesses

more than our fair share of multiple housing units 
compared to  other neighborhoods

Please stop allowing the development of massively 
overscaled buildings in the area.

Public transportation has not been improved to 
accommodate high rate of Ballard-Seattle commuters.

Safety:  Crime is a huge problem in Ballard. My home 
has been broken into twice in four years, cars on our 
street are broken into routinely, and we now have drug 
dealers operating on the corner of our block. We need 
more policing!!!    Transportation:   We need the Light Rail! 
Buses running through Ballard are way over-crowded 
and unreliable (yet I am forced to depend on them 
because I do not drive to work).     Buildings/Housing:  
The new housing in Ballard is physically way out of scale 
with neighborhoods and also way too expensive. We 
need better zoning standards, and more attention to 
pedestrian-sensitive development.

So sad that the monorail failed, and light rail is nowhere 
near.

Strongly dislike all the multi-family homes taking over 
the single-family homes!

The apparent increase in property crime is disturbing.  I 
live in the Loyal Heights neighborhood, near Salmon 
Bay Park, and have never seen a police cruiser.  I think an 
increased police presence would have a positive effect 
on crime and make our neighbors feel safer, which can 
be as important as actually improving safety.  Also, it 
is incredibly difficult to travel east/west from Ballard.  
Would it be possible to improve east/west travel through 
changed signal timing or some other means?

The development in the urban area (Market Street) is 
distracting to the city -- it has creadted more density 
issues and population growth that affects parking and 
transportation issues.

The number of homeless people has increased 
dramatically.  I do not feel safe in many of the parks due 
to this issue.
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The overpriced condos are beginning to dominate 
Ballard.  Ballard used to be very affordable and still is 
comparatively speaking but I’m not sure if I will want 
to live here for many years to come if the condo trend 
continues.

Way too many homeless people who drink and pass out 
in the downtown area and by the old bowling alley.

Would love to have better public transportation to 
Downtown and other neighborhoods.
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The BK trail was supposed to be finished a long 
time ago.

The failure to complete the Burke-Gilman Trail 
and the failure to increase safety services (police 
and fire) andpublic transportation fly in the face 
of the rationale for identifying Ballard as an urban 
village and undermines any benefits density 
seeks to achieve under the comprehensive plan.

We only have one of our 4 primary goals.

Transportation is lacking.

We need to agree we are done with the density 
and slow/stop the growth of condos.

Condo buildings over-built.  Congestion 
increased.  Public  transportation inadequate.  
Access to Locks limited by parking meters. 
Small businesses  driven out.  New housing 
unaffordable.

Some of the things on the plan no longer apply 
(light rail)....it seems like we could have a new 
priority of affordable housing

The original vision was great, but the execution 
is where things fell apart.  Like I said before, the 
planning just wasn’t adequate and they should 
have looked at the infrastructure to see what 
needed improvements before adding so much 
stress on the area.

It seems like based on the plan, things are 
moving along nicely.

We seem to be pretty much on track, although 
I wonder if we need some additional vision to 
guide the next 10 years.

Too much, too fast.

Will the Burke-Gillman Trail ever be finished?

Progress has certainly been made.  It seems like 
there’s so much more that could happen in the 
next phase.

Public transit drags it all down.

Looks like we’re on target based on the documents.

The new park and focus on community spaces has gone 
well; Burke Gilman “”missing link”” project is stalled for the 
foreseeable future; current and future transportation challenges 
have been ignored.

According to the plan 10 years ago, the library and park have 
been completed- but transportation is still an issue.  This will be 
even more of an issue when the Viaduct comes down.  The plan to 
have a monorail is no longer, and except for BRT on 15th, there is 
no plan for light rail to Ballard that I know of.

I think that families and elderly needs are not taken into account 
as much.

Evidently, they are yours and not “”our”” vision or strategies.

Not all of the goals seem to have been met.

Great job on the neighborhood core; others are work in progress

I support more density, generally.  I’m not opposed to the new 
condos.  Although townhomes are ugly.

there is now less affordable housing than there was before.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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I know how slowly public projects can move, and I do very 
much appreciate the progress that has been made on the 
Neighborhood Plan.  It’s disappointing that the Burke-
Gilman trail was identified as a priority ten years ago, and 
is still under debate.  Obviously, having a rail option to 
downtown would be amazing, and Seattle will get there... 
this is a much larger issue than a neighborhood plan could 
possibly account for, although starting a discussion about 
exactly where that rail station would go, and therefore 
being prepared in front of SoundTransit and the City, 
might help to speed up the adoption of a plan to extend a 
line north to Ballard.

commuters from these neighborhoods should be paid 
attention to

Ballard is not the same place it has been.  That change 
has not been addressed.

The stuff that has been accomplished to date is the 
easy, small stuff.  The major issues - transportation, 
maintaining an appropriate balance of affordable and 
affluent homes, dealing with change, haven’t been done 
well.

If the plan was to mess up a wonderful area then you did 
a good job.  While the Neighborhood Plan might have 
worked out a bit better if the Monorail was not lost; 
however, over developing was foolish and huge mistake.

1. I use the Burke-Gilman trail regularly to commute to 
work and patronize businesses between Ballard and 
Fremont.  Shilshole needs to be better organized for 
turnover parking rather than keeping the mess that 
currently exists.  Bicycle and pedestrian safety require 
separation of facilities through this corridor.  

2. Reliable high-capacity transit still needs to be 
implemented.  With the new housing in Ballard, people 
need an option that is frequent and predictable enough 
to depend on.

What happened to light rail? I’m glad it opened in the 
Rainier Valley, but Ballard is one of the most dense 
neighborhoods with a populations that commutes into 
downtown and south Seattle. Why did the City sell the 
previous light rail designated land to condo developers? 
And try to save the Denny’s corner. This showed me that 
the Coty tends to be out of touch with what residents 
really want. The sale of these properties and lack of 
planning for light rail is a complete lack of foresight for 
such high density.

The transportation issue is still completely unimproved. 
The Burke Gilman trail projects are progressing but the 
Missing Link is critical to cyclist and pedestrian safety. 
The parks projects have been great, but there is more to 
be done here: we need more green, shady parks that are 
safe both day and evening.

Progress has been great on all key strategies *except* 
the commuter rail project.  Most everyone I know would 
love to have a commuter rail station nearby!

Hugh emphasis on housing is insane. Way over and above 
what planning document talked about

Since my neighborhood plan vision differs greatly from 
Nickels’ I guess I would have to say that my plan is not 
doing well but his sure seems to be.

Where’s the affordable housing?  The light rail?

The urban center in Crown Hill is simply bad.

Most of them have been completed, which just need 
to make some adjustments based on the fact that the 
Mononrail was not built.

Only 2 of the 4 seem to be achieved or in process (Ballard 
Municipal Center and Crown Hill School were done well).

The neighborhood plan seemed to focus on small, 
cosmetic improvements (which are lovely, but dwarfed 
by the effects of the larger block redevelopments) to 
the complete exclusion of creating any sort of building 
development oversight committee or group.  Ballard 
residents should have had more presence, involvement 
and say in the planning stages of zoning and property 
developments downtown.

Again, the buildings

Just the fact that the public has input is essential and 
necessary for happy and healthy neighborhoods.  
Neighborhoods are about people.

Well, it’s an urban village hub I just don’t think it was done 
in a way that honored the history of the neighborhood. 
Affordability was part of the plan and that’s gone out the 
window.

This is a poorly expressed question. Who’s Neighborhood 
Plan vision is it anyway? I don’t feel any ownership of it in 
the slightest.
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Transit plans do not support population growth.

Some things happened at the gross level and are good. 
The Municipal Center, The Crown Hill School, but the 
Burke-Gilman trail still needs completion, and external 
forces intervened on the Commuter Rail project. At finer 
levels of detail level there are quite a few things which 
occurred and are at odds with the plan or circumstances 
have changes, making the plan obsolete. We need a 
strong emphasis on transportation and a good grasp 
of the infrastructural changes required to support the 
increased density of residents. We also need to de-
emphasize the use of privately owned automobiles.

The plan has goals for density which makese sense given 
proximity to downtown.  However, with density needs 
to come plans for transportation, parking areas for 
commuters, and community areas.

Many things have been accomplished. The stunning thing 
is how fast development and population growth overtook 
Ballard. I would like to see change in Crown Hill not occur 
as fast as it did in Ballard, for example not allow 6-story 
condo/apt buildings. Also, I think it is time to put in a 
sidewalk on the east side of 15th Avenue NW from 90th 
to 100th Streets.

A and C have been very well achieved.  The new additions 
to the Burke Gilman trail are great but the missing link 
needs to be finished for the Burke Gilman trail.  However, 
I am very concerned that the plan will not adequately 
address the concerns of industrial businesses on that 
link.  It is extremely important to maintain places of 
employment in this community.  These businesses will 
just move away, as have many already, where they feel 
the community does not want them and treat them as 
“”bad guys””.

very little of the plan applies to crown Hill

I think thtat the key strategies have been/are being 
achieved fairly well - but I don’t think that the overall 
vision is very comprehensible.

Ballard and Crown Hill are being lumped together but 
face very different challanges. Most of the focus of the 
update was on Ballard’s urban growth.

I think Crown Hill’s neighborhood plan needs a major 
focus shift.  There are new priorities and issues that affect 
businesses and residents alike.

I think it’s a self-fulfilling prophecy in the making, building 
condos et al.

The major shortcomings revolve around transportation.  
There has been no progress that I know of on establishing 
a commuter rail stop.  The endless stalling tactics of 
local industry and the chamber of commerce need to be 
overcome so that the Burke-Gilman Trail can finally be 
completed.  Finally, many parts of the neighborhood are 
not yet completely walkable. 
One transportation goal that isn’t addressed in the plan is 
the improvement of Metro service to the neighborhood.  
I’m still not convinced that the Rapid Transit Corridor 
is the answer.  Especially when “”rapid”” transit to 
downtown includes a trip through Lower Queen Anne.  
East-West transportation needs to be improved seeing 
as it doesn’t seem to have changed much in the last 10 
years.

The library, park and service center at 57th street are 
completed and looking great!  However, I just can’t 
stress enough how dangerous the missing link of the 
Burke-Gilman trail is.  And so far, there are no plans for 
a commuter rail (when I moved in, they were planning 
on building the monorail still) and they’re even planning 
to cut bus service to Ballard, as the population here 
skyrockets.

Again, Ballard is being improved significantly while Crown 
Hill is not.

Ballard has taken on a lot of new population in the past 5 
years.  Is the bus service adequate?

Still need to do some work on the Crown Hill business 
district.

A bit slow on finishing the Missing Link, I mean a decade 
is a bit much!

I don’t feel like the transportation strategy adequately 
serves the needs of the current population.  I feel like 
this plan was drawn up beofre the zoning changes which 
allowed the 4 single family housing option on a single lot 
and the growth of the condos/

See question #2

Please put sidewalks in crown hill
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I did not know that the “”missing link”” was a key 
strategy. I would expect more of a focus on these 
ideas. While the city has made much progress with the 
Burke-Gillman trail I want to see stronger support in 
completeing the missing link.

The Burke Gilman trail needs to be well away from 
Shilshole Ave, because even non-aggressive riders make 
driving dangerous. Shilshole is the main road from Ballard 
to Fremont, what were they thinking? And the block 
between 17th-20th and 57th-58th is a scary place to walk, 
even during daylight. Ratty old vehicles on the street and 
skeevy looking people (male and females) lurking, like 
they’re waiting for you to leave your car. I used to walk 
home along that street, but it was very scary.

not really good with the big picture, sorry.

The city needed to better deal with obstructionist 
businesses along missing link corridor.

other than transit and finally resolving the final piece of 
the Burke Gilman, doing very well.  however, those are 
two major items.

Ballard attracted me because of its Scandinavian 
influence, but I feel that is slowly going away (recently a 
long time local favority Norwegian store had to close) to 
make way for condos and younger generation.

The missing link needs to be completed.

The draft status report provided so little information, 
it’s hard to know exactly what the city planned for this 
neighborhood with respect to new construction and 
density.  One thing that clearly stands out is the need to 
complete the Missing Link.  Accomplished improvements 
mentioned in the report are wonderful, but seem quite 
limited in scope.  For example, taking the bus into 
and out of Ballard can be a nightmare, with extremely 
overcrowded buses.  Was this not an issue before?  It 
certainly is now.

If you go by growth achieved, we’re doing very well but 
that’s a negative in my view.

The library, community service center, and park is 
fabulous! Well done! I understand the challenges with 
the Burke-Gilman trail and respect that the city has been 
making a sustained effort on this issue. Transportation 
is the one part of the vision where there’s been a total 
failure.

The idea that bicycles should take preference over 
industrial use areas is an example of the new people 
moving in and demanding that Ballard be just like the 
rest of Seattle. Industry is vital, we shouldn’t all have 
to commute to Kent for our blue-collar jobs. The parks, 
library, etc, all that is fine - good progress, but it has cost 
us all the same.

I hate am frustrated that we are allowing so much density 
and no infrastructure such as police, welfare and traffic 
planning to maintain it.

The Neighborhood Plan was designed around the idea 
that Ballard would soon be served by the monorail or 
other form of high efficiency mass transit. That has 
fallen through. Without light rail or Bus Rapid Transit, 
the density goals of Ballard are unsustainable for a high 
quality of life. Traffic and its associated noise and air 
pollution are intolerable.

Need better public transportation, light rail to be more 
specific.

I like the Ballard Commons and the community that has 
helped develop.  Would like to see the Burke Gilman 
completed in way that satisfies all involved (cyclists and 
businesses). 
Obviously, transportation is still an unsolved issue.   
And there is too much urban density -- too many condos 
in Ballard.

there is great thought put into generating public spaces 
with very little effort into the maintenance/safety of 
these spaces

I have yet to see the bike racks we were promised a year 
ago.

The increase in density way overshot the initial target, 
leading to (justifiable) backlash against growth/
development.

The Burke-Gilman trail “”missing link”” needs to be 
completed soon so bicycle riders aren’t hurt on Shilshole 
(it’s very dangerous through there) and the commuter rail 
aspect I think is up in the air with the monorail from West 
Seattle canceled and the light rail going up through the 
city further east.

The infrastructure needs to be upgraded to accomodate 
the growth. Too little road capacity for vehicles, busses 
are too crowded.
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Progress on the Crown Hill portion of the Crown Hill / 
Ballard Neighborhood Plan has been extremely slow, and 
it feels like we have been a bit neglected.   
The biggest single element of the plan for us was to 
develop the open space at the Crown Hill Elementary 
property into a park.  After ten years this still hasn’t 
happened.  Thankfully, however, it does appear that we 
have finally overcome most of the barriers, and we should 
see park development begin within the next 18 months.  
Because the project is already ten years overdue, I urge 
the City to continue to treat this as a priority. 
Other than this, there has not been much progress on the 
Neighborhood Plan.  
Back in 1999 we agreed that we wanted our 
neighborhood to be greener.  This appears several times 
in the plan under various names: “green links,” “green 
streets,” “street  trees,”arterials with planted medians.” 
And also “greening the Crown Hill/Ballard district will 
require utilization of existing public rights of way. A 
network of parkways could provide the community with 
a connective green framework of tree-lined arterials.” 
However, if you drive through Crown Hill you won’t see 
much green.  This is especially apparent on Holman 
Road and 15th Ave NW, which is the main arterial in the 
neighborhood.  Concrete and asphalt are the dominant 
theme there--completely impermeable except in its many 
unsightly cracks.  There are some trees along the corridor, 
but those few trees are the extent of the landscaping.  
There is still very little green and you can hardly call it a 
“parkway.”  
Arterials with planted medians -- we do not have any 
planted medians in Crown Hill 
Pedestrian environment -- Our neighborhood is a terrible 
place for pedestrians.  Two elements of the 1999 plan 
could have improved this situation.  First is the Crown Hill 
Residential Urban Village.  While I understand that some 
work has been done on this, the restrictions have not 
been applied and developers are allowed to have their 
way.  A perfect example is the Safeway gas station on 
83rd and 15th.  This is the type of development one would 
expect to see on Aurora, not in a residential urban village.  
Nothing about it feels like what an urban village should 
feel like. The infrastructure and the businesses there 
cater to people who drive, not pedestrians.  The second 
pedestrian element of the plan, obviously, are sidewalks.  
We only have a few sidewalks.  It would be nice to have 
some more walkways, if not full sidewalks. 
I think a planted median along Holman/15th would also 
help greatly improve the pedestrian environment. 
Gateways - There remains no gateway demarcations for 
the Crown Hill neighborhood

In hindsight, the Plan’s vision seems to have been pretty 
small - things like parks and trails rather than qualities of 
experience.  We have the parks and trails, which is great, 
but if the Plan had addressed what we want as qualities 
of experience perhaps we would have different kinds of 
condo developments - ones that augment community for 
the 21st century.

We seem to be behind in public transportation options 
and the Burke Gilman trail linkage.  That is a huge safety 
concern.  I do not want to ride my bike on Shilshole.  It’s 
unbelievably unsafe, and I am embarrassed that my civic 
leaders can not resolve this.  It’s a bike trail, not a major 
interstate highway project.

Half of the “”key strategies”” are on hold for some reason 
or another, so I don’t really know what to think. (Burke-
Gilman extension wants to run through the middle of 
industrial Ballard, and commuter rail is in the hands of 
Sound Transit.)

Public facilities and services have increased but are 
hindered. The parks are less usable due to homeless/
crime issues. The library is fantastic, but the hours are 
too limited. Housing goals have been achieved to a fault. 
Transportation problems affecting any mode (auto, bus, 
rail, bike) have increased to a critical level.

The Crown Hill park is a big win, but not much else has 
been done to develop Crown Hill into a more pedestrian 
friendly area.

I don’t even know what the vision is

The Ballard portion of the plan looks like they are 
happening well. Doesn’t look like much action up here 
in Crown Hill other than the Crown Hill School Site 
purchase. Where is the CH Residential Urban Village. 
Where is the density that supports a vibrant community. 
Where are the amenities. The Safeway gas station was 
a HUGE regression against the intent of the plan. The 
T-Mobile store was also a very pedestrian unfriendly 
development in the Urban Village ... why was it allowed to 
be built?

Wish the city could mitigate the “”missing link”” better.  
It’s really dangerous for bikers!

Most of the items mentioned have already been 
substantially met.
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Again, except for a few of the big things that got in the 
works early, it seems like the neighborhood plans went 
on the shelf or in the drawer to collect dust and are just 
now being looked at again . . .the usual, let’s start again . 
. . all that work people did 10 years ago . . . most of it was 
probably wasted.

I don’t think MY visions and strategies are being achieved 
at all because the city government doesn’t care about 
the old residents of Ballard, their families or their 
neighborhoods. The city wants to cram us all in as densely 
as possible, and cares about money from developers 
more than the well-being of people who have lived in this 
area for decades.

Growth is a good thing, but the pace of growth in Ballard 
is completely out of hand. It’s a great place to live if you 
live in a new condo, but if you moved here wanting to 
life on a quiet, safe, residential street, you made a very 
poor investment. There will be condos with no parking 
towering on either side of your house in a year or two.

We haven’t achieved some of the transportation 
objectives, there have been setbacks in the BG trail, bus 
service, monorail/trolley/light rail service.

I think the economic growth is apparent with all of the 
new business in the ballard urban center.  The high 
denisty plan has made for more affordable housing with 
the condo units.  I do feel though that we are at a tipping 
point with the high denisty planning where we will rapidly 
see a collpase of benefits if we keep trying to shoehorn 
people into Ballard, particularly the single family dwelling 
conversions to condos.

Commuter rail appears to have fallen apart...

they have accomplished one thing on the list and did it 
very well, however we are running into issues with the 
other items and I don’t have faith they will be completed.

I’m disappointed by the monorail failing; the light rail 
is a very long way off. I’m also anti-tunnel vis a vis the 
Viaduct. I think it will be very disruptive to our neighbors 
who commute southward.

It is hard to fathom at times where to start and how it 
went wrong. You do the math, but when you are well 
above the projected housing units established for 2024, 
and there is no additional public transportation, bike and 
pedestrian facilities to accomodate the growth, what do 
YOU think will occur?

The Library is a great success. Transportation could stand 
improvement, particularly East-West travel.

see previous comments.

Housing

The strategies listed in the Neighborhood plan were well 
meaning and made sense when they were imagined.   
With the exception of getting a sounder station in Ballard, 
they have been executed very well.

It looks like many of the goals in the plan are being 
worked on. I really hope they build the missing link for the 
b-g trail soon!

I was very disappointed when the monorail was 
abandoned.

They are being achieved without taking into account the 
impact and long term consequences of the density.

Library and public spaces are doing well, and the plan to 
work on the park safety is promising.

The commuter train station didn’t pan out.  Wondering if 
it ever was supposed to.

The library is great.  What is disappointing is that 
the necessary infrastructure in policing and public 
transportation have failed to keep pace with the 
tremendous growth in number of residents.

too many people -- too dense.  I didn’t mind a few condo 
development but we have now gone too far.

much has been accomplished on the original plan, 
however the level of growth that was projected has 
(I think) been far exceeded. This shifts the priorities 
significantly, if the new density is to be absorbed in a way 
that works for those who live/work/play here.

Lots of progress around the library, fed up with the 
controversy surrounding the trail expansion. It’s VERY 
necessary!!!

Let’s see what happens with the missing link on the 
Burke-Gilman Trail. Businesses just can’t seem to 
understand or allow for a new urban transportation 
paradigm of foot and bike traffic. We’ll see where the city 
ends up when push comes to shove.
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ballard is getting a lot of open space and the civic core is 
developing well.

Monorail failure had a severve impact on transportation 
goals - however the housing growth was not slowed in 
consideration.

The Burke Gilman trail extension needs to get finished !!

My neighborhood plan vision?  Not sure what you mean.

I think the new library and Ballard Commons have really 
helped with a sense of community.

Good progress on some initiatives, but need to validate 
initiative priority with the community.

Growth is faster then identified, and the BG Trail is STILL 
not complete, bus service to down town, unchanged.

N/A. Wasn’t here to participate in Neighborhood Plan.

Would like to know who developed them, they do not 
seem to represent interests of anyone I know in our 
neighborhood.  Seem more to support the Mayors 
density initiatives.

There is too much density now and there are more condo 
buildings planning to be built!  The public area are good, 
though, so that part was well thought out.

The parks are in place and an i=mprovement to the area. 
Further compact housing should be closely monitored, 
with consideration to more moderate apartments.

You NEED to make it easier to get out of your cars and 
walk or peddle -- this neighborhood REALLY needs that in 
order to thrive.

Reatining the walkability is still OK, though the 
crosswalks on 15th Avenue make pedestrians wait 3 
minutes, every time.

Crown Hill has had some huge wins in 2009 with the 
purchase of the Crown Hill Elementary School and Open 
Space.  We could not be more delighted.  Also through 
community groups and individuals we have had some 
very positive safety improvements with traffic circles 
and speed bumps installed.  However Holman road 
continues to be unsafe and difficult to cross and artwork 
or gateways haven’t made their way to our neighborhood 
yet.

Not all the right priorities

i just do not really like the townhouses, they would be 
okay but the designs are horrid.

I think we have acheived a great deal in a short amount of 
time, that being said, there’s still more work to be done!

The DRAFT STATUS REPORT: Highlights of 
Neighborhood Plan and Statistics does not provide 
good indicators of progress.  Data is not presented 
in a comparative way showing plan targets for each 
data set and for the most recent data available thus 
making it difficult to see what progress has been made.  
Anecdotally, condo and apartment growth seems to have 
been too rapid and business district seems to be doing 
well.

The commuter rail and burke-gilman trail extension don’t 
exist, and they don’t seem likely to happen soon.

We live in Piper’s Creek watershed, yet the the trail in 
Carkeek Park still smells like a toilet. I doubt there’s any 
initiative to educate the folks around as to the status of 
our stinky little creek that’s supposed to be a crown jewel 
in our park.

More affordable housing (mixed income) rather than 
expensive condos would have been nice.

Mayor Rice created urban villages and they have 
impacted our neighborhoods very negataively.

need to readdress WAY more frequently than 10 years.  
The assumptions are based on conditions that no longer 
exist

Light rail? Burke-Gilman missing link?

Per the objectives set 20 years ago, they are being met.  
But times have changed exponentially and, therefore, 
perhaps the visions and strategies need to be changed.

Too well?  Seems like Ballars has exceeded it’s growth/
density, but with no monorail/sound transit addition, the 
once pleasant downtown commute is horrible.
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Again, we’ve really failed on transportation.  Our 
buses are almost always standing-room only on the 
daily commutes (I’m sure that isn’t the case in some 
other neighborhoods that are getting rapid transit 
or true express bus service).  We went backward with 
our commuter rail option (no monorail and no link to 
the Sounder).  We’ve clearly failed with the BGT -- the 
City has marked a route from 11th to the Locks that 
is downright dangerous.  I’ve seen the quoted stats of 
about hundred injuries a year.  Yet, I know there are bikers 
going down multiple times/day at the (rarely used by 
trains) tracks -- some come to the Ballard ER, but many 
care for their injuries otherwise.  I can’t believe that the 
businesses really think the missing link will be more 
dangerous -- they are clearly not bikers.

Transportation is the area

Spaced out living arrangements. Height limits 
maintained. Bus service..uh..the same with many more 
people.

I believe Ballard has become more densely populated 
than was ever intended, and more densely populated 
than other neighborhoods in Seattle.

Since the plan was to turn Ballard into a young, white, 
suburb of Seattle, it has succeeded tremendously.

The monorail would have been a great addition to the 
area.

The nature of the neighborhood is sacrificed for growth.  
The condos tower over Market Street, and I avoid going 
into the “”downtown”” area because it’s impossible to 
find parking.  I wouldn’t walk around at night now either 
because I feel it is dangerous.

I think very good for Ballard, not so for Crown Hill.

You’re on target for some items, however the current 
economy doesn’t help with others.  How many 
people find themselves falling through the cracks, 
being unemployed for so long they don’t receive 
unemployment benefits and are no longer counted in 
statistics?  There are plenty of them living (for the time 
being) in Ballard, but for how long?  They certainly are not 
going to purchase any of the new ‘cookie-cutter’ condos 
that are going/have gone up everywhere you turn...

I recognize that art tastes differ, but I do not care for 
many of the pieces chosen for ballard.  I am disappointed 
that there is not a light rail option for Ballard in the 
near future.  The neighborhood plan us good but not 
comprehensive enough.

I believe most of the vision has been achieved, or 
overachieved with respect to density. Ballard and 
CrownHill are in dire need of getting the plan updated to 
set new visions and goals to work toward!

I think the city has failed miserably with public 
transportation, especially in Ballard.  There are still no 
efficient West-East connections either by bus or road.  
Similarly, the N-S routes remain crowded with frustrated, 
speeding, red-light running drivers and overfilled, delayed 
buses.  The new library has been built and serves the 
community well.  the ballard recreation center--though 
it occupies a nice space and has resources, seems to be 
underutilized in my opinion. Constant budget cuts have 
forced it to cancel classes for members in the community 
who can’t afford a private gym.

It seems to be between somewhat well and somewhat 
poor. With some items like the Library and Park, they 
are complete and the Ballard Community LOVE the 
change. The missing link with the  Burke-Gilman trail is 
a confusing issue and the latest design contains some 
safety issues.

I read the neighborhood plan and while some goals have 
been met in Ballard (community center/library).  Crown 
Hill is being ignored for the most part. 
 These are just a few examples 
- pedestrian overpass - no gateway, no art and  resistance 
from city (DOT?) on doing it.  Neighbors want it but we 
were discouraged 
- medians with additional trees.  We are trying for some 
on Holman, but again told no trees, and resistance from 
city.  We need the trees and we need the medians with 
turn lanes for safety (people crossing Holman) 
- Public art.  There are two murals in Crown Hill and that is 
it.  Ballard has public art. 
- Sidewalks!!!  
- Greening - we are now getting some support for 
alternative traffic calming options on residential streets, 
but we need radical changes for these streets. Like 
support for c-streets
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We got the library, park, and some valuable crosswalks. 
We still need the Missing Link of the B-G Trail and other 
improvements to commuting between Ballard and our 
jobs and other activities downtown.

I’ve been impressed with the fact that the neighborhood 
achieved most of its goals in the original plan.  Obviously, 
good public transportation is a big gap.  We need the 
missing link in the Burke Gillman filled. (We don’t use the 
trail because that part is missing.  It’s too dangerous for 
our kids.)

Transportation is still lagging behind. I know that 
Rapid Ride is coming, but it is a little late relative to the 
growth. People who moved to downtown Ballard with 
the idea of taking a bus to downtown Seattle probably 
went out and bought cars to drive downtown after 
the first week of standing all the way to work. The lack 
of coordination between building the Urban Hub and 
providing transportation for all the people in the hub is 
very evident.

Some good progress on parks, open space, and greater 
density.  Still...there is no Sound Transit commuter rail 
station in Ballard yet.  Missing (and key) Burke-Gilman 
bike-pedestrian trail link in Ballard yet to be built.  Still 
need a greater mix of housing types that is more broadly 
affordable.  Glacial progress on bringing mass transit to 
Ballard (and the City/region) and connecting Ballard with 
both downtown and other neighborhoods.  Would to see 
more public places and a greater variety in street types/
environments, especially in the urban center/village, and 
other places like 15th Ave. NW and 14th Ave. NW.

Very slow extension of BG trail.

The plans hope to achieve a central area of businesses 
and housing.  Economically, the opposite seems to have 
happened.  With all the additional housing in such a 
small area, it is close to impossible to find parking and 
the changes planned on the corners of 14th and 15th and 
Market has not come to fruition.

I would love to see light rail extended here - the monorail 
death seems to have killed our prospects.

From what I read, it looks like the priorities have been 
addressed or are still being worked on.

Transportation issues are still horrible in Ballard.  Cycling 
and walking are still dangerous here, and bus service is 
absolutely unnacceptable.

Not sure if completing the Burke-Gilman Trail will ever 
happen, which is very frustrating.

Came to the neighborhood recently, but it appears 
that many items on the plan are going well.  Hope 
to see increased transportation beyond rapid-ride to 
accommodate the increase in population.

weel if you consider that the density is high on the 
desired list but NOT mine.

need better transportation. the Monorail would have 
been very nice. too bad 2 yes votes weren’t enough to 
keep it going.

The one key strategy glaringly in trouble is the “”missing 
link”” of the BG trail.

The streets and parks are nicer, but there is still too much 
homelessness, crime, RV’s, ugly empty lots (Denny’s, 
Sunset bowl, old Ballard library, empty store fronts) that 
are detracting from the improvements.  You focus on 
the visual decline of Ballard/Crown Hill more than the 
improvements.

Crown Hill was to be a walking neighborhood-but 15th 
and 80th has created a scary chasm that no one can 
safely cross.  The cross walk light does not work some 
times for three minutes at 75th and 15th.  There are 
no crosslight-lights at 11th and 80th.  This encourages 
people to take risks.

It appears that the plan, sans the transportation issues, 
has been carried through.

I feel like money for developers has trumped all planning 
initiatives.

The overbuilding and plans are not in sync withthe 
commuity needs

Transportation has not changed substantially in over 10 
years.

Seems like a lot of businesses have moved in and the 
general atmosphere of the neighborhood has improved.

I believe we have already achieved the urban density 
called for in the plan.
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I have asked for a real sidewalk on 15th NW -- north of 
Whitman Middle School -- for years.  Kids walk in the 
street and are a real hazard to drivers.  Nothing has been 
done -- even mentioned -- about this.

it does not appear that they are following the plan or 
commuication to the community

I really think parking should be addressed. Also, some 
concerns that all these multi-unit buildings will have a 
hard time being filled which might lead to a depression.

obviously developed recently and just addressing what 
is currently happening today.  More of a current to do list 
then a plan or vision

My Neighborhood Plan is to maintain what a 
neighborhood is, in terms of density. For instance, 
in no sense of the word is downtown Seattle a 
“”neighborhood””. It’s a bunch of city buldings. I do not 
want Ballard to become a bunch of tall buildings, creating 
condo canyons where the sun does not even strike the 
street except between 10:30am and 01:30pm. 
But, you actually meant your questions to be worded like 
this: “”How well is our Neighborhood Plan vision and our 
key strategies for your neighborhood being achieved by 
us?”” 
I think it’s safe to say you are doing what YOU have 
tasked to do, including wrecking Ballard’s livable density. 
Oops, I used one of those vague words.. livable. We can 
debate forever what that word means, can we not?

Density is much higher than projected for this time, but 
lots of retail space vacancies.

bg bike trail not complete 
the city managers not only helped kill the monorail that 
would link ballard to other parts of the city, but also have 
no plan to bring light rail to us.  it is nice to be able to vote 
these managers out of a job. see you greg

There’s obviously some controversy over the Gillman-
Burke trail.

Transportation failure at the city/regional level.

Wow--impressive, really!  Still, the lawsuit regarding the 
missing link is a terrible turn of events.

The light rail station is obviously not here; busses need 
more frequent service to compensate for that. Again, the 
Burke-Gilman trail is still an open item.

I love Ballard!  Is that a yes?

As noted before, more density, more open space, transit 
is lagging

Love the re-development in downtown Ballard - new 
sidewalks, possible completion of Burke Gilman, new 
libraries, new parks in area and nearby.

There are some really great changes in Ballard - thank 
you to those who have worked to make more and better 
park space, integrate art into the community, extend the 
burke gillman trail, etc.

Density without any real thought as to how it affects the 
existing feel of the neighborhood.  Make town homes 
with usable garages. Increase buses to accommodate 
new commuting residents.

The Burke-Gilman needs to be connected!!  As a bike 
commuter from Ballard to Children’s Hospital, it would be 
so nice to not have to hop over railroad tracks.

Who’s paying attention to the urban planning? Who is 
permitting all these bars, outdoor seating and condos in 
Ballard? Where’s the balance?
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The problem with plans is the lack of adaptability or 
responding to change.  At this point, it’s way to easy for 
the City to say “”it’s in the plan,”” as a reason to continue 
with the cookie-cutter densities and the failure to 
accommodate the large increases of people.

Transportation, schools and safety and the top concerns.

It’s hard to say at this point; some have been achieved, 
some have not

I can imagine that 10 years ago, creating the municipal 
center was a top priority.  It’s been here as long as I’ve 
lived here (except for Ballard Commons Park, which 
opened soon after I moved), so I don’t know any different. 
What I’m saying is, we can probably stop talking about 
that achievement.  :)   
At this point, I think improved public transportation is still 
a priority, whether it be light rail, more frequent buses 
or something else.  I think the transportation strategy 
should definitely be adjusted to reflect the need for ease 
of access from Ballard to the new downtown tunnel.  
This is a huge concern for those of us who chose to live 
in Ballard because it provided direct, easy, off-highway 
access to SODO via the viaduct.

Obviously we will not be getting light- or mono-rail 
anytime in the foreseeable future.  We seem to have 
achieved most of our major plan goals, which suggests 
we need some new visioning work.

Crown Hill needs more focus.

Having the Sounder trains stop bear the Locks would still 
be a good idea, but then the 46 bus would need to be 
more frequent.

Often it doesn’t seem that way. The ridiculous lawsuit 
over the Burke missing link comes to mind.

Must focus on transportation, especially public transit.

We need a more comprehensive transportation plan, 
affordable housing is an issue, and more open space and 
trees.

Never have been.  Ballard was truly an area of Seattle that 
should have been treated as a gem with both it’s intrinsic 
historic value and it’s fantastic georgraphic location.  But, 
for some reason the city decided to sell it’s soul.

These just don’t seem like top priorities anymore.

keeping reasonably priced retail stores in the 
neighborhood

The Plan needs to be radically revisted.  The Ballard of 
five years ago is not applicable.  If we go too much further 
Ballard will not be recognizable.  We will be Belltown 
north.

This is inevitable, and I think this process is, overall, quite 
healthy.  I’m glad we’re doing this.

I think given the faster than expected growth in 
population, public transportation needs to be made more 
of a priority.  And don’t just stop at Market Street.  Go all 
way to Crown Hill.

Need continued investment in schooling, better policing.

I think a light rail station might be nice if they decide to 
bring it north to Ballard

The priories should be re-ordered to fixing the neighbor 
hood.  Traffic, cycling need to be the top priorities.  The 
Sounder station is great but it only helps people that 
work downtown, and much of the residence DON’T work 
in Seattle.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so

400

100

0

200

300
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especially light rail - this needs to be prioritized to 
match the growth in population due to condominium 
development.

The light rail station isn’t going to happen. It’s not a 
priority. Since the population has increased, affordable 
housing needs to become a priority. Also, safety is a 
concern. There has been a marked increase in transients 
and crime in the last couple of years.

To whom?

The trail linkup is still a priority. I would also suggest 
that a priority be “”slowing development to allow the 
neighborhood to absorb all the new units.””

Yes, we still need the Burke-Gilman Trail to be completed 
and the Commuter Rail to come to Ballard.

The items that did not get finished seem to be a low 
priority now; as if a couple of people pushed through the 
first few changes and then left the group or lost interest, 
leaving the remaining projects undone.

Crime prevention and transportation now outweigh 
schooling concerns.

When I moved to Crown Hill a Monorail stop was going to 
be in walking distance, then it was Rapid ride...now it is 
reduced bus service.

Transportation hub for light rail should be a priority.

I think we should delete the “”commuter rail”” station as a 
priority.  We can better serve Ballard and Crown Hill with 
the “”rapid ride”” that is coming from Metro and getting 
serious about getting parking off of Elliott Ave and off of 
15th Avenue so transit can move quickly.

Transportation, safety, and non-service job opportunities 
need to take top priority now.

A lot has been accomplished.  We badly need better 
transportation.

Pedestrian and bicycle access in residential areas north of 
85th.

Light rail or trolley service would be great!

particularly the transportation piece, we would love to 
see more mass transit, we dream of light rail.

I think that for the most part the priorities are the same/
similar.  But, some of the key strategies should be 
changed.  I don’t personally see the value in a commuter 
rail station that will be located outside of our urban 
village.  I’d like to see that priority changed to either fast-
tracking a light rail extension to Ballard from Downtown 
and/or U-District - OR - some true bus rapid transit that is 
both more frequent than the current bus service between 
Ballard and Crown Hill urban villages and faster than the 
current service. 
I’d also like to see more emphasis put on making our 
neighborhood business districts that are within walking/
biking distance more viable - and to keep businesses and 
services that we need for every day living in them. 
I’d also like to see greater emphasis on making our 
communities safer for pedestrians and safer from 
property crime.

With plans to increase density, these transportation 
problems will only get worse.

TRANSPORTATION has to remain a pressing need.

Need better pedestrian and bicycle infastructure

Get real on element 4, either connect Ballard to Sound 
Transit or stop listing this. Streetcar is a poor substitute to 
high speed high capacity rail line.

Crown Hill needs support.  The community is involved and 
ready to go, but we need the support of the City to make 
the improvements needed! We need sidewalks!  We need 
public services, we need protection from police, who we 
RARELY see in our neighborhood even when we call, we 
need street improvements!  Our parks are even getting 
more scary in the last year and feeling less safe, not more!

Burke Gilman missing link is highest priority, as well as 
more bus routes (see earlier comment about lack of route 
from downtown Ballard to downtown Frement)

The library has been completed, but the rules are not 
enforced. The sidewalks on Ballard Ave are smoother, but 
they’re still filthy from litter, so I don’t want to walk there.

I miss the Scandinavian heritage

I can’t really tell how some things are being achieved 
measurably

We need a bigger emphasis on public safety.
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Completion of the Burke Gilman train is a priority.

I don’t see the trail or a commuter station happening any 
time soon, sadly.

I think there needs to be more focus on public 
transportation/rapid transit to the downtown area and 
better connections to the east side.

number one priority, take back the parks and the streets.

AFFORDABLE housing is now lacking in this 
neighborhood. Housing that is appealing to the eye is 
being wiped out for cookie cutter condos.

I do not feel I have lived here long enough to have an 
educated opinion.

The urban village construct is not what I thought it would 
be or perhaps I should say it’s more than I thought it 
would be.  It has changed the look and feel of Greenwood 
and Ballard and made them more into a part of 
downtown Seattle and all the bad things that that brings 
with it,  ie. crime, traffic and bad politics.

Safety wasn’t a concern in the original plan.

Per above.  I would like to see Ballard in particular put out 
some requirements for condo developments - that they 
be ‘green’ designed, have street level appeal, include 
trees and green space, and be overval designed with 
greater aestheticl appeal.

We need effective mass transit. Transportation is the 
most important goal.

The Burke Gilman trail is still a very big issue in Ballard but 
I don’t know much or hear much about the other items.

Commuter Rail should be #1.

I think safety is becoming more of a priority...the 
businesses and homes have been established and are 
growing.

I think it is absolutely critical to implement the missing 
link the Burke Gilman trail in the Ballard industrial district 
near Fred Meyer. I have seen numerous bike accidents 
varying in severity. It seems improbable to me that the 
city is not moving more quickly to mitigate a clear and 
defined hazard to bicyclists.

Safety is our largest priority now.

I would rather the city focused its energies on improving 
transit in and out of Ballard rather than throwing itself 
after the completion of a recreational bike trail.

Growth is outpacing the goal.

Citywide neighborhood plans are consistently ignored by 
the City Council and Mayor.

I think the commuter rail aspect has changed, but the 
Burke-Gilman “”missing link”” piece is a current item.

The housing plan has been hit, can the infrastructure now 
please be upgraded?

I don’t think public transit (like light rail links) are 
a priority.  And the bike trail seems to be stalled 
indefinitely.

The “”missing link”” bike path will benefit a small 
minority of Ballardites and isn’t worth the legal cost, or 
the cost of putting longtime business out of business.  
Commuter rail is a pipe dream -- it would only run 6 
times a day anyway, wouldn’t have any pre-existing bus 
connections, and would take just as long as any express 
bus downtown.

More art, more pedestrian amenities, make Holman Road 
crossing safer for pedestrians. More trees, green space.

My priorities have changed.  And it would be great if 
we could get rail up here one day.  Too bad about the 
monorail.

Transportation is still a priority . . . still no direct route to 
Shilshole for Burke Gillman.  Safety is important . . .has 
improved but still needs work at the neighborhood parks 
and downtown - street people/alcoholics congregating.  
Housing continues to increase and that is okay . . . but, we 
need a little more control over the appearance and how 
they fit in the neighborhoods and not rows and rows of 
them!  Increasing the vibrancy of downtown continues . . 
.the more we make that into a hub the better . . .

Plans for transit remain unclear. We vote for one thing, 
they buy property for it, then everything is cancelled. I’ll 
believe it when I see it operating!
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Especially the establishment of light rail stations in 
Ballard!

Transportation and better zoning regulations are the 
most important in my mind. Completing the Burke 
Gilman in a timely fashion is important too, but 
unfortunately, mayor Nickels has already lost literally 
1000’s of votes in his inability to get this accomplished 
in a timely fashion. Time to give him the boot and get 
somebody else (with a new team that hopefully takes 
these questionnaires seriously....) to get the jobs done 
that need to be done.

We need to preserve some of what makes Ballard special. 
The loss of the Denny’s and Sunset Bowl properties were 
unnecessary and ill-conceived.

Mass transit should be priority #1 for Ballard.   
Priority #2 should be yanking building permits until after 
#1 happens.

Transportation, transportation, transportation. We need 
neighborhood shuttles and light rail.

Parking is beginning to be an issue....Too many 
townhomes (which I’m fine with) but no one parks in their 
garages so now sometimes 8+ cars are in the space where 
there were 2!

Would love the monorail to be built and connected 
to Ballard.  I would also like some law stopping local 
churches from housing tent cities and shelters if the local 
community is against it.

Growth should now focus on quality improvements, 
infrastructure improvements rather than adding more 
density.

Are we going to get light rail in Ballard? I took the train 
for the first time this past weekend and loved it, but 
have to go downtown to catch a train. That makes a 
long commute. I took it for recreation, rode my bike 
downtown to catch it, would be frustrated if I had to bus 
30 minutes to train another 20-30 (was going to Columbia 
City).

I’m not sure what’s going on with the light rail.

Still wishing for more/better public transportation.  
Sustainable growth should be the goal - meaning the 
infrastructure needs to increase at the same rate and the 
increase in residents otherwise this is not going to be a 
neighborhood that any one wants to live in.

Ballard stop on Sounder is a key priority 
Rethinking awful Burke-Gilman extension to get it away 
from industrial base MUST occur 
Fixed guideway transit (streetcar) on East West axis as 
well as to downtown needs to happen 
Continue to increase urban density -- drop parking 
requirement in core area, for example

Increased density brings higher priority to transit, 
pedestrian/bike safety, public safety, and open space.  
Affordability is a major issue (Belltown’s redevelopment is 
the analogy that always comes to mind).

I believe the struggling economy has forced some 
priorities to change.

emphasis on walkability and denser populations in crown 
hill make finishing sidewalks a higher priority to make 
those other prioirities really work.

transportation is more important than ever.

Build and they will come, and they did, now what?? Along 
with crime, vandalism, homeless. I do LOVE the graffiti 
hot line and it really seems to work!

I believe the bike path is struggling to stay on track.

N/A

See above - we need the City’s help to break out of the 
car culture.

Since we now have too many cars, traffic management 
and parking needs work.

I was surprised to see a commuter rail station listed 
as a priority. I like the idea of a commuter rail station. 
However, I assume this means heavy rail - along the 
exisitng railroad tracks which doesn’t seem very useful to 
me. While I live near the RR tracks, arriving downtown at 
King ST station and then taking a bus North would take 
longer than busing from Ballard.
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Need to prioritize services for the elderly and homeless, 
those in need of public services.  Development planning is 
all wrong.

I think Light Rail has always been a priority for some of 
us in Ballard. I also think it would wipe out a lot of local 
businesses, so I can see why it’s been on the back-burner 
for some time now. Even I have qualms about it.

Again, not enough information.

I think the transportation dreams (monorail) are gone.  
We need a new vision for transportation

Enough on the huge condo developments, lets work 
on smaller scale and smaller infill on under developed 
(empty churches, houses that are literally sagging on 
their lots)

see above - now we need to move businesses back in 
to the empty lots that were torn down for more condo 
greed so we can take back the neighborhood from the 
drunks and methheads that are moving in, harrassing 
and assaulting people before the neighborhood goes 
completely to shit. 
More incentives and low cost commercial development 
to aid in small business growth and community building 
please.

Yes, we need to complete the objectives.  No, we have 
some things to think about i.e. infrastructure.

We need excellent alternate transportation options.  We 
deserve them.

Transportation. Kill the monorail, thank you hizoner.

These priorities need to change

Just because a plan is put into motion doesn’t mean it 
can’t be revised and improved along the way.  Priorities 
*have* changed, and perhaps those in a position to do 
something about it are actually paying attention now?

The vision for the community is not articulated. Instead, 
the projects that are drafted are good ones, and I support 
them.

I believe many priorities have changed, especially with 
respect to sustainability, transportation, and building 
design.

I wonder about the expenditure for a bike trail no one 
uses. You still have to dodge the bikers on the street.

Safety with the missing link should be a #1 priority but it 
appears there are other forces of influence.

We need more specifics in the neighborhood plan for the 
Crown Hill area.  
Making the neighborhoods more walkable. 
Support and make more opportunities for more 
independent small businesses  (This will keep people 
in the community and the money local and support 
walkability.) 
strict limitations on chains

Is commuter rail still a priority? I haven’t heard anything 
about it.  
The people who killed the Monorail are the enemies of 
Ballard.

I think we need to work to keep what we have, but find a 
new focus to galvanize the community like the commons 
did.  Now that that’s accomplished, what next?  I think the 
next big problem that needs to be solved is accessibility in 
and out of Ballard via a completed bike trail, better public 
transportation, etc.

We are no longer going to have a monorail, but we still 
need the buses.

Can we get a mayor who cares about neighborhoods 
throughout the term, rather than just at election time?

Transportation needs to be addressed and better public 
transport. Light rail here would be wonderful!!!

From what I see, transportation isn’t much of a priority 
in Ballard/crown hill planning.  I even had a DPD staffer 
tell me that vegetation blocking sidewalks was not a 
priority for them to enforce.  I guess walking isn’t much 
of a priority for the city, so why should I be surprised that 
busing and cycling are not as well?

Doesn’t appear we will have rail in Ballard in our lifetimes. 
Still, it seems that existing transit could be improved even 
more: (1) East-West options are limited, (2) Fremont isn’t 
far -- unless you’re trying to get there by bus, and (3) Are 
there any options for East-West buses betwen Market & 
85th? It’s like a desert between the two.

crime increasing all of the time, need a better police 
presence
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need more parks as density increases

I care more about the bike trail than I do about a place for 
kids.

New priorities should be to remove loitering people from 
the area, move the RV’s, have stronger graffiti laws, and 
work with the city to fill empty lots/properties or at least 
clean them up while they are empty to they aren’t such 
a blight to the neighborhood.  Have you seen the old 
Sunset Bowl or Denny’s site recently?

Lets not spend so much money on bicycling.  I know it’s 
a vote-getter and the Cascade Bicycle Club is a powerful 
lobbying group.  But enough is enough!  It’s time to grow 
up and spend money on real needs not fee-good vote-
getters.

Getting traffic thru as quick as possible seems to be the 
only priority and blackets and blankets of pavement 
for parking.  What about the run-off?  What about the 
Salmon?

Transportation is always a priority.

I don’t think we need more density in the way of huge 
complexes and w/the added density we need more open 
spaces like the Ballard Commons park.

Economy has changed dramatically, resetting the needs 
of the community.  We need more affordable housing, 
open space and community areas and less expensive 
housing and bars.

again it looks like this was just written and not a future 
plan at all

The rail access has obviously been the big disappointment

Are they still the priority, you ask? “”Whose”” priority is 
the better question. The answer to that, well, is what I am 
belaboring to write about in this survey.

Hard to tell what the developers are going to do once 
they have access to funding again.

Transportation...

Public safety and the amount of homeless people have 
been an increasing concern of mine.  On the same note 
smaller community groups and neighborhood groups and 
starting to organize.

But I think they are getting near being completed.  I’d like 
a bit more focus on pedestrian experience.

Managing growth / population density doesn’t seem to be 
in the plan.  A neighborhood services center sounds like 
a great idea - but what functions willl it serve?  Is there 
more info available?
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Crown Hill Park development.  Iincreasing efforts to 
establish 15th NW as pedestrian-friendly street and 
neighborhood gateway.  Increase efforts to establish 
consistent Crown Hill neighborhood identity and look/
feel/presence that integrates with Ballard look/feel/
presence - create a “”flow”” between neighborhoods.  
Improve pedestrian usability and safety on 15th NW.  
Establish improved transit access and service on east-
west routes to and from Crown Hill.

public transportation

Design review boards for new structures being built.  We 
need to hold onto our Scandanavian and artisitc heritage.

Moving the homeless out of city parks 
Additional very low income housing (Compass Center 
planned facility) 
Sidewalks in Crown Hill 
More bus capacity

Transportation for those of us without cars. Such as bus 
routes during snow storms and safer trails for bike riding. 
My route from home to Fred Meyer on my bike is quite 
dangerous.

A more comprehensive bicycle network

Safety and transportaion issues.

Completing the BGT.

Sustainable transportation.  More bicycling, more bus, 
more sidewalks.

Slowing down if not halting the increased densities

keeping parks clean (more police presence)

Smoother transitions between high density housing areas 
and traditional single family housing.

transportation, getting a light rail station

Transportation, schools and safety

housing and transportaiton

affordable housing projects and the return of things to do 
(a la Sunset Bowl).

Development

Retaining the “”culture”” that makes ballard a fun place 
to be.

Transportation

Complete the ‘missing link’ on the Burke Gilman Trail.  
Continue to work on safety in Ballard.  With all of this 
growth there has been a huge growth in the transient 
population and open use of drugs and alcohol in public 
areas throughout the Ballard/Crown Hill area. Also focus 
on construction restrictions, I like the idea of smaller 
condo buildings and cottage housing, but the huge condo 
complexes are becoming too large and cause Ballard to 
lose the quaint neighborhood feeling.

stopping future residential devolpment as we are 
overbuilt

Transportation. All of Seattle needs better transportation. 
And tree care. Let’s keep those young trees alive and well.

Infrastructure & transit, pedestrian & cyclist safety & 
amenities, open spaces & affordable housing

Homeless Outreach: I spend a lot of time in our parks with 
my baby, and it makes me sad to say that sometimes 
it just doesn’t feel safe.  I don’t want to run out the 
homeless, who may have nowhere else to go, but it’s 
uncomfortable to take my child to a park where clearly 
mentally unbalanced men are sprawled out on the 
lawn and benches.  We definitely need better homeless 
outreach and resources. Why do I see the same 4 to 8 
homeless people in Ballard Commons Park every time I’m 
there? 
Home ownership: I was a little surprised by the low home 
ownership rate in Ballard reflected in the demographics, 
given that there are about a zillion townhomes which are 
supposed to represent affordable housing. I realize that 
apartments and rental condos also make up a lot of the 
housing, but I wish that were more of a reflection of the 
young age of residents rather than an affordability gap.

impression of a lack of safety, new structures that 
encourage neighborhood participation

Crown Hill

Developing areas that fit in to the feeling of the existing 
neighborhood.  Affordable housing for those who work in 
the area but may not make the money needed to support 
the cost of living in Ballard.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...



Q4: Status reports should focus more on...
390

CroWN hill / ballard CroWN hill / ballard

Public safety.

Transportation - at the moment it takes me almost 
an hour to get from 62nd and 15th NW to 85th and 
Greenwood by bus.  This is a ten minute drive by car.  
Light rail is all well and good but I don’t see any bus 
improvements here that have ever been an issue for 
anyone I know.

neighborhood crime watch

Transportation

Actually building public transit.

bringing in new businesses, affordable housing, better 
transportation options

Dealing with Ballard (and Crown Hill) as they really are--
more crowded, more dense.

Community policing, adding light rail to downtown and 
the eastside. All transportation plans seem to leave 
Ballard in a black hole of getting to the east side.

Density, housing affordability, mixed-mode transit use 
and ubiquity.

Keeping affordable housing available in the 
neighborhood, adjusting transportation to meet the 
surge in people - including realistic parking options.

Public transit options in the East-West corridor; light rail 
station

Housing affordability

Transportation networks

Housing affordability, design for development, trees/
open space and transportation networks.

more pedestrian friendly construction between Ballard 
and Crown Hill.

A moritorium on building townhomes. 
Traffic - private vehicle access around the community and 
to town.

Affordalbe housing, less density unless there’s also more 
public transportation and more businesses.

Transportation

transportation, housing

controlling the number of condos developed and bascially 
more thought needs to be put into urban planning in the 
neighborhood of ballard.

More affordable housing and business that offer daily 
needs as opposed to just bars.

transportation.  esp. E-W corrodor.  it takes FOREVER 
to take a bus (or drive) to UW, or even Wallingford.  Bus 
17 is pretty good to get downtown, but more 17 express 
buses would be good, especially now that that route is 
necessary to get to the light rail network.  (I know this 
isn’t in the City’s control, but gov’s need to coordinate 
on this stuff.)  Once the RapidRide bus route starts in 
2012, there should be shuttle buses from outside walking 
distance to the RapidRide stations (e.g. from 32nd ave 
nw).  The City can prioritize bike lanes or sharrows and 
sidewalks to get people to the RapidRide.

Transportation and our retail core, including bars and 
resteraunts.

rapid transit, increased bus and commuter rail options

Retaining Ballard’s historic appeal. Don’t let greed change 
Ballard forever.

Exactly what the demographics of this neighborhood is 
today, with as much detail as possible (income, ethnicity, 
age, etc.).  Having this information, especially about 
how much more income lives in Ballard now, might open 
some people’s eyes.  This isn’t a “”sleepy fishing village”” 
anymore, nor should it be.

safety and transportation

Keeping local businesses alive

affordable housing. alternative transportation (and not 
just on 15th ave either).

Traffic and Ballard High school

Less naratives and paragraphs

Transportation!  So many commuters head into Seattle 
from these neighborhoods.
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Keeping a sense of community.  The community that 
Ballard is, not the perceived ‘desirable’ community some 
wish it to be.

maintaining back streets

Encouraging single family home ownership

Alternate means of transportation.  More creative 
building on town homes, so they aren’t cookie-cutter.  
Making garages more accessible in town homes to reduce 
the number of cars parked on the street, so it is safer for 
bikers.  More p-patches.

impact to the community.

Road safety.

Schools; how people make trips

Transportation & parks.

Parking for electric or alternative fuel vehicles

Transportation - light rail especially 
Development of 15th Ave into a pedestrian-friendly 
thoroughfare without strip clubs, run down businesses, 
etc.

Sustainability of a neighborhood’s culture and history, 
encouraging businesses that reflect this.

transportation (bus, light rail, Burke-Gilman for bicyling) 
Keeping businesses

Open spaces and retaining a neighborhoods character. 
Preserving the existing buildings.

More focus on east ballard. More focus on LONG TERM 
community planning.

what has been screwed up and how to fix it Fast.

Transportation

affordable housing and crime

Quality of Life, slow the density and growth. Support 
more small business.

affordable housing and family friendly business.

affordable housing, ensuring that Ballard does not turn 
into more of a retirement community for 30+, $40k+ 
white folks.

Refining what is in the neighborhood currently.

changes on zoning

Involvement with the city at higher levels of decision 
making - like zoning and development.

Keeping businesses alive.  Cleaning up the graffitti 
(though I know they try) maybe I should say catching 
those that do it night after night.  Cleaning up what we 
already have

Improving non-motor vehicle transportation (bus, rail, 
bike, walk). Planning for impacts of the downtown tunnel. 
Focus on affordable housing. Community art.

transportation issues and ideas to resolve congestion

Sustainable development, public life, transportation 
funding.

1. Alternative forms of transportation - cycling, walking 
2. Mass transit options OTHER than buses 
3. Proper location and harmonic designs of new buildings

More homeless in Ballard, they need help in this area. 
More parks/fields for kids to play in.

affordability, parking and development that 
complements historical culture in the neighborhood.

Retaining the best of what we have. Recalling why 
Ballard is Ballard. Rejecting new large developments 
in any planning phase. Finding a way to deal with the 
burgeoning problems of homeless on the streets, taking 
over the parks, too many people trying to use too few 
buses, too many closing shops and understanding 
how decisions made by planners can have a serious 
detrimental effect of the quality of lives of the residents, 
their clients.

affordable housing and eaterys

Transportation.

Immediate public transportation changes.

Easing congestion on roads and busses.
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Public transportation,  public safety

Better public transportation.  The loss of the Monorail 
was a huge blow to us, since we voted for it three times.

Transportation. Green Space. Connections to the rest 
of Seattle and especially adjoining neighborhoods. 
Building a plan which is flexible and does not require a 
complete plan rethink to update. Creating a community 
which has jobs filled by people who are able to live in 
the neighborhood. Creating a sustainable infrastructure 
which can serve the needs of the increased density in 
the neighborhood. More public transit, less cars. Let’s 
increase the density in the Crown Hill Urban Village 
as well. Let’s also create a vibrant community with 
connectors (not just transportation) to other areas of the 
city

Transit!

retaining the existing blue collar jobs and culture of the 
area

Community - consider family focused free events.  
making good use of attractive space - the entire 
waterfront area by the old Yankees Dinner is completely 
underused.  There could be a great community gathering 
area there.  Keeping some nod to original roots - 
scandinavian heritage and fishing community while 
developmment continues.

increasing transportation options

Non-car transportation options: light rail, BG Trail 
extension, rapid bus service

The first page is good with bullet points and brief 
descriptions of accomplishments. The other pages 
should be similar rather than the demographic and rent 
and job pie charts which do not show either goals or 
accomplishments as far as I can tell.

Pedestrian friendly areas and appropriate parking for 
housing density.

Transportation, safety, and non-service job opportunities

Crown Hill

Providing adequate transportation options to support the 
increased housing density. Programs to support local and 
historic businesses would be nice.

safety, growing incidence of property being prowled, 
street people camping near the Locks.

keeping sound view park and enhancing the connection 
between ballard/crown hill and olympic manor

Providing the community with an understandable 
narrative of how growth in the Crown Hill-Ballard 
Neighborhood fits into Seattle’s overall household and 
jobs targets - particularly since new targets are being 
decided for 2031.  I would be interested in knowing how 
much of that growth Crown Hill-Ballard neighborhood is 
expected to take in comparison with other areas.  Then, 
the community would be able to make more informed 
choices as to where to focus additional growth.

public safty

Sensible transportation solutions.

Transportation and helping small businesses that are 
having a hard time in this economy.

amenities, safety, and transportation including walking.

transportation 
safety

Transportation networks; maintaining a rich diversity of 
housing types, businesses and income levels.

the borders of the urban village/center. several key 
shopping/business’ are falling outside of these lines; when 
they appear to be continuous and lasting occupants of 
these neighborhood locations (i.e. dicks and the building 
containing burrito loco). the borders do not appear to be 
including these two major business blocks.

Pedestrian friendly streets, ie curbs and sidewalks.  Better 
traffic control along 15th and Holman Road.  Stormwater 
control needs to be reviewed.

Education

public transit and the Burke Gilman Trail completion!!!

affordable housing, more thoughtful housing codes, 
better bus service

pedestrian safety
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Development of open spaces, sounds like that is 
happening at Little Faces on 95th St.

Consistently on time and capacity serving transit

Pedestrian safety, walkable urban village, establishing 
infrastructure outside of the downtown Ballard core, 
more green space and parks. Sidewalks and transit/light 
rail

Transportation

CROWN HILL!

Families with young children, improving or attracting 
school options

Design guidelines for residential projects 
Bicycle lanes 
Racial and income diversity (affordable housing) 
Jobs creation

Bus service

Connecting neighborhoods using transportation, not just 
connecting neighborhoods to downtown.  
Making sure new buildings have a look and quality that 
reflects the neighborhood.

Sidewalks (walkability)

Safety and getting the bums off our streets.

Finishing Burke Gilman trail missing link. 
Improving bus routes from Ballard to Fremont.

Transportation.  Public Space for foul weather.

Getting sidewalks to increase walkability

Transportation, crime, safety.

Crime/homeless

Affordable housing, homeless services, transportation 
alternatives, e.g. bicycle and walking.

reducing crime and vandalism - make our neighborhoods 
feel safer

x

SIDEWALKS IN CROWN HILL!

Affordable housing, public transportation and public 
places. We need to preserve the Nordic roots and not let 
the recent rush of condos take over.

housing affordability and transportation

Affordable housing

SAFE bike trails.  Some sort of light rail or other (NON-
BUS) transportation options for Ballard!

safety and cleaning up the vacate properties.

crime prevention 
buses that get me safely home when it’s dark out 
general safety

transportation

Community center and urban village development in the 
crown hill area

Safety 
Community Center - ie. Parks, Library

-Making sure Ballard/Loyal Heights keeps its quaintness 
and family neighborhoods. That we don’t just cater to the 
30-40 age group and their transient lifestyle. 
-Public Transportation

Light rail, alternative transit options.  More buses and / or 
more cement is not the answer.

Make Ballard more pedestrian friendly. Love the 24th Ave 
road diet, more projects like that.

Public safety

transit updates.  safety issues.

growth control - making sure that the infrastructure can 
support the growth

Reducing automobile dependance.  Shrink the size of all 
arterials as was done on 24th ave.

keeping Ballard liveable.

housing affordability and transportation access
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Open areas, schools, usability, pedestrian safety, traffic 
reduction.

mass transit and safety (need more police officers 
throughout Seattle, but especially now in Ballard)

affordability, development patterns and transportation

Transportation

Crosswalks lights time should be changed so the elderly 
can cross the street before the light turns red (specifically 
corner of NW Market & 15th).  I see elderly all the time 
not able to make it and cars are driving around them 
very closely as they struggle with their groceries.  Noise 
reduction by apts/condos that are near commercial/
business areas.  More trees should be planted to help with 
the noise reduction and provide shade.

Sustaining the effort to create parks and open space. 
The amount of open space in Ballard has NOT kept 
pace with the density growth Ballard has experienced. 
Seattle as a whole has consistently supported a vibrant 
parks program as one of the key aspects of our city, and 
the Ballard neighborhood plan needs to continue to 
emphasize this - not just in achievement of the Ballard 
Municipal Center, but in ongoing efforts to identify, 
acquire, and maintain open space.

crime.  drugs.  trash.  homeless.  meth.  drug deals.  
panhandling.  smoking in front of public places (library). 
rats in shopping carts at Ballard Commons.

replacing sidewalks, obviously.  Safety issues.  
Open spaces and parks.

Revitalizing the Scandanavian culture and the history of 
an independent Ballard. 

Getting the RV-homeless out of Ballard. They take over 
and ruin the parks we have. They are not safe places to 
enjoy.

Letting neighborhoods secede from the city so that they 
can run themselves.

Implementing the urban village concept so we can 
support increased density.

combatting crime

Transportation. Infrastructure.

Improving public trans. Expanding open spaces. Stop the 
building of too tall buildings.

Transportation. I used to live in Lynnwood and it took 45 
minutes to get to my job downtown. Now I live in Ballard 
(much closer to downtown!) and it still takes me 45 
minutes to get to work.

Managing the increasing density - designing for it - so 
that the density ultimately augments community rather 
augments violent crime.

Reducing growth. Preserving historic sites/buildings 
and neighborhood amenities. Limiting the number of 
franchise/chain businesses.

Traffic & transportation, public safety, urban canopy

Commuter resources that aren’t bus. Rail rail rail rail!

Safety, parking/transportation

the homeless issue

public transportation, getting a light rail station.  Filling 
up store fronts with local store owners, keep the BIG 
chain stores out.

Keeping Crown Hill a quiet and quaint residential 
neighborhood. Also, promoting safety by adding 
sidewalks throughout the neighborhood.

Neighborhood safety; continuing to make Ballard an 
excellent example of a pedestrian and bicyclist friendly 
neighborhood.

safety= public parks that are useful 
homeless issue = libraries that people will use 
parking = don’t built more housing without a 
proportionate amount of parking (pay or otherwise)

Transit, helping native local businesses to stay in business

Safety

transportation and safety.  I see that the Commuter Rail 
is listed as a priority, but I haven’t heard anything about 
this.  Likewise with the Municpal Center between 22nd, 
24th and 57th, 58th.  Would that be where the Commons 
park is located?  and the new QFC?

Affordibility
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Preserving neighborhood character, landmarks, 
institutions.

Transit capacity.

Infrastructure

transportation

safety/crime

Safety, reducing homeless population and trash 
associated with.  Fixing the Burke Gilman bike trail 
linkage

saftey and cleaning up the area

Public safety (aggressive panhandling and illegal 
homeless camps). 
Promoting attractive density (not the Lego-block 
buildings that sprouted up before the housing market 
crash).

Public transit and how best to connect neighborhoods 
to other neighborhoods (as opposed to just connecting 
them all through one or more downtown hubs).

Better transportation options linking Ballard to the 
downtown core, security concerns in the parks and the 
Burke-Gilman “”missing link”” completion.

Safety, transportation

Crime, homeless

transportation issues

Pedestrian issues

dog parks, allowing dogs off leash in certain areas at 
certain times

Stop wasting money

What people are interested in today versus what they 
were interested in 10 years ago!

“”Greenifying”” Ballard &  I want to see the city keep the 
historical integrity of Ballard!

Affordable housing and food. 
Connected and active citizens. 
Schools as “”third places.””

crime statistics

--park spaces:  type, area, playground, etc? 
--the demographics of the entire plan area?

Improved safety, housing affordability, less development

Security.

Bike access to/from Leary/Shilshole - right now the only 
access points are at 8th and 24th which are not useful for 
most of Ballard/Crown Hill.  Need better access points at 
20th and 17th.

Less expensive housing options.  More apartments , 
fewer condos.     Light Rail Connections >

Transit, improvements to Crown Hill neighborhood

Development patterns - meaning too much dev. is going 
on changing the existing landscape.  
- Improoved roads and more commuter esp bicylce 
friendly lanes.

affordable housing that is not a 15 story condo eyesore 
with useless unaffordable retail space what does our 
community need to support itself??! 
a police presence to protect the integrity of our 
neighborhood and schools

Police walking on the streets or bicycling. 
Transportation. 
Finish Burke-Gilman bike path.

The demographic and other information is very dated . . 
.I’m assuming we will have a better handle on that after 
the 2010 census.  It is hard to evaluate that stuff when 
the data is so old.  More focus on housing affordability 
and demograhpics and how development is happening.  
It would be great to see more jobs in the Ballard area  
. . .particularly since we are luckly to have our little 
industrial area . . . makes for a much more diversified job/
employment opportunity base for working close to home.    
Need more focus on the green aspects of adding density 
and transportation, etc.
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Education about benefits of density (condos, small 
lots, etc.) as they apply to increased pedestrian traffic.  
Increased bus routes to downtown.

Number of homeless shelters and services compared to 
other neighborhoods.

Transportation, getting rid of all the drunks and bums 
hanging or living in their cars around Ballard.

Keeping the few remaining trees, green spaces, etc.

Keeping a lid on the pace of development; realistic 
provisions for the poor and homeless.

Transportation

affordability, transportation, safety, jobs.

Condo/housing development.

transportation in and out of Ballard, livability issues, 
support of business.

crime and community involvement

transportation, housing affordability, small business 
environment

schools

crime, zoning for lot use re: house building (INCLUDE 
ENOUGH PARKING OFF-STREET! No more zero lot line 
houses!).

Public safety.  The drug use in the parks is getting 
out of hand.  The graffitti is slowly becoming more 
problematic and as I understand, budget cuts within 
the Seattle PD have eliminated our anti-graffiti task 
force.  This is a dangerous.  Graffitti has a psychological 
effect on neighborhoods and can lend to further crime if 
unchecked.  A graffitti ridden neighborhood sets context 
that crime is acceptable and will no go punished, thus 
leading to crime escalation.  Read Gladwell’s Tipping 
Point for an interesting study on how eliminating graffitti 
in the NY subway system was a critical tactic in fighting 
crime within that city.

Public transportation, bike commuting, improvement in 
auto congestion.

Allowing big businesses and developers to put stores and 
unwanted housing/apartments in poor locations where 
traffic is already a problem.  For example, the condo 
project at 15th and 58th St. The traffic on 15th can already 
be rough especially if the bridge is up or during rush hour 
as this is one of the only ways into the neighborhood 
from the South.

Transportation

Quality-of-life issues, transportation

Keeping neighborhood character.

More transportation options, affordable housing for 
people making less than $100/year

Safety, transportation, open spaces/parks.

reducing crime, grafitti and drugs 
improving public transportation and biking options

Homelessness and parks. While being addressed it is still 
a problem.  Also...parking and moving forward w/light rail 
aggressively.

Safety & fewer spaces turned over to Condo/multi-living 
structures.

Transportation, homeless relocation, safety, Burke-
Gilman Trail

Sustainable moderate growth and livability.

transportation

Green spaces, parks, etc.

transportation--we need plenty of ways to get people 
around.  Bus service should be increased.

Crime statistics

Focus on more business development, there is an empty 
lot and several apparently boarded up busineses.  There 
should be a focus on putting busineses on this empty 
areas.

protecting the integrity of single-family zoned 
neighborhoods, crime prevention, noise problems
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What is being done to get Ballard a seat at the 
transporation planning table for this region.

retaining local business, pressuring metro to keep ballard 
in its rapidride program, building the missing link on the 
b-g trail

Quality, affordable housing and transportation.

Providing parking when new construction is approved.

transportation, sufficient parking, and affordable 
housing.

Develop Crown Hill Small Faces building and park to 
be community gathering place. Improve pedestrian 
walkways along busy corridor of Holman/15th Avenue 
N.W. Find ways to slow down traffic (regularly goes 50 
instead of 35 up the hill from QFC to Dicks). Install light at 
Dicks (12th Avenue N.W. and Holman) to slow traffic.

Public transit on 15th.

Parking...making the manadtory 1 car parking for 
residences actually usuable or making parking permits for 
the street to encourgae people to park in their garages.

Transportation

Safety.

Public and alternative (to car) transportation - in 
particular bike safety and services along major bike 
routes, especially the Ballard Bridge.

transportation within Ballard and linking us more easily 
with other neighborhoods (Fremont, downtown, etc.). 
Slowing development of new buildings/housing until 
current developments have finalized and settled in -- too 
much too fast!

Public Transportation cross town (toward university)

safety, transportation and congestion

development for the local business

Stop the development

safety, transportation

How quality of life for Ballard neighbors has improved.

Aging in place in private homes - services to seniors - 
not catering to the yuppies with condos and expensive 
eateries

Green space, community spaces which are safe at all 
hours

transportation, walkability and other sustainable growth

safety and crime prevention

More focus on businesses staying power.

Development patterns: especially density and 
transportation options.

maintaining single family residences

improving transit and road access.

Public transportation and security/safety -- address the 
graffiti problem, the drug problem etc.

transportation besides bus service!

transportation 
traffic management 
bicycle boulevards

1) long term transportation changes. 
2) Readability of the Community Investment section

transportation, bicycling, traffic circles, bike blvd.s

Housing affordibility

Increasing urban density and linking that to fixed 
guideway transit. 
Retention and expansion of a manufacturing base in the 
key waterway area (marine focused)

transportation networks 
development patterns 
public amenities 
affordability

Bike commuter safety, closing businesses.

Excellent public transportation, safety.

Mass transit, Ballard’s role in the Viaduct replacement 
project, affordable housing



Q4: Status reports should focus more on...
398

CroWN hill / ballard CroWN hill / ballard

preserving existing single family housing, increasing 
affordable/subsidized housing, existence and accessibility 
of local service providers (DSHS, food bank, etc)

There should be more focus on safety. Ballard and Crown 
Hill has major saftey issues: drug/homeless issues in 
downtown Ballard, at the food bank on 25th and along 
15th Avenue.  
I also think that there should be an increased focus on 
developing 15th Ave before it becomes another Aurora 
Ave.

new sidewalks

Stability and sustainability in every category.  
Also, creating more diversity in this predominantly white 
neighborhood may be good for the whole city. This could 
chip away at the polar image of the white north end of 
Seattle and the Black south end.

Traffic control, condo height regulations, parking 
enforcement, transient control.

Economic improvement for local businesses, affordabel 
housing options.

Transportation

transportation, and mixing commercial, light industrial,  
retail, and residential in close proximity

Infrastructure to support the growth - however it is 
already probably too late

Safety, ending the homeless influx

reducing crime

Repairs to streets and curbs.  Striping of corners for the 
30’ restriction.

The trail system, transportation, connectivity between 
development and street

attracting businesses, public transportation, traffic flow, 
late nighttime police patrols on 15th Ave NW.

Transportation.

Elimination of drug dealing and public drunkeness around 
Ballard.

development patterns and control of over growth/
building

neighborhood child saftey

Transportation, Parks

Housing affordability and Transportation.

Transportation, cleaning up Ballard, keeping its originality 
and roots

Improving parks and recreation.  Most recreational 
activities in Ballard/Crown Hill are not city developed.  
City related recreation spots are too crime ridden (graffiti 
at Ballard Bowl, hooliganism at Golden Gardens, drug 
trafficking at the Commons and Marvin Gardens) to be of 
good use for family-oriented individuals.

east-west transportation connections

transportation

SAFETY AND PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AND 
MAINTAINING OR PARK AND GREEN AREAS (we have 
so few of both for so many people!) More ‘ON DEMAND’ 
cross walks! Bike Boulevards, a perfect idea for Ballard!

Communication in a timely manner and through more 
channels with neighborhood inhabitants.  By the time 
I saw this survey ALL of the meeting dates were over a 
week past.

Continue making it attractive to developers.

Safety and the ability for police to respond to calls in 
parks and at the library.

Public safety and keeping the neighborhood clean.

Cleaning up the 15th Ave corridor

Affordable housing.

crime, neighborhood safety, parks, public transportation.

Green spaces, transportation in and out of the 
neighborhood, and public safety.

Crime prevention, litter control, transient assistance
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development patterns (no more oversized houses!), 
transportation networks.

transportation networks, housing affordability, 
development patterns.

Diversity of housing types. Encouraging artists to stay/
return to the neighborhood.

public Safety 
reduction in loitering 
reduction in homeless people laying on streets and public 
harrassement  
reduction in graffiti  
police presence  
transportation improvement, start to street car from 
Ballard and connect to the current street car 
public safety on the metro

better non-motorized transportion options. It is still not a 
great place to walk or bike.  
Building height restrictions could be relaxed for large 
projects. Why are our condos or aprtments not 15 to 20 
stories? Major cities manage that just fine.

Walkability. Tell us - specifically - what’s being done.

Urban Planning for traffic, support for staying in our 
neighborhood schools.

Walkability, green space, community gathering places

Public transportation, bike routes.

parks and green spaces.    extending the Burke-Gilman 
trail.

safety

No comment

mass transit 
limiting cars

Transportation options or incentives to cut down on 
traffic.  Non-automobile related traffic safety.  Too many 
bike/pedestrian accidents.

Services that allow seniors to remain in their homes and 
to maintain single family housing that is affordable

crime, housing affordability.

Public Transportation and biking

Public Relations - let’s get some volunteers to go door to 
door and talk with people so they know what’s going on.  
As long as they aren’t selling anything I think they would 
be well received.

There should be more focus public amenities.

making small businesses more profitable, and helping the 
small business man make it.

A strong focus on keeping the industrial base of Ballard 
has been lacking.

Safety, better balance between multi-unit housing and 
single family homes.

Building real parking and reducing congestion in the 
neighborhoods. Continue to improve buses to reduce cars 
and other mass transit options.

Include some crime stats both in terms of actual numbers 
and per resident.  Has transit ridership gone up or down? 
Better presentation of status. Business turnover has there 
been a net gain, which sectors have had losses (such as 
industrial and manufacturing)?  How close are we to goals 
for housing units and jobs as a percent of target...

more green space  
more age diversity 
more affordable housing

Encouraging density in this neighborhood is a good thing, 
but the needs of that density need to be addressed.  
Transit and police presence are two things that would 
definitely help.

Sidewalks, quality of environment, vandalism

affordable housing, job development

Public amenities and transportation.

It’s too late....too many people who are only living or 
passing through; many don’t appear to be attached.

Parks/Green Space, Safety, Quality of Development

Homeless counts, crime counts, school availablity per 
capita, green space
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long term transportation plan

small business growth, police presence (on foot or bikes), 
community building, crime prevention, empty lot usage - 
incentives for these are critically needed

It would be nice if there was more green space in 
downtown Ballard.  An actual playground would be nice.

Traffic and pedestrian/cyclist safety

Light rail

Urban Planning

Bike lane safety, transportation, slowing density to march 
the rest of the city

traffic, safety, reasonable solution to the final chapter of 
the burke gilman

the “”business sector”” to accommodate new businesses.  
Parking, growth at a reasonable pace.

Retaining the maritime and traditional northwestern 
character of the neighborhood.  More focus on safety and 
policing.

Finish the Burke Gilman Trail.  Improve transportation 
options.  Don’t leave lots vacant (e.g., the Denny’s 
property).

traffic flow, transportation, safety. (our neighborhood has 
been hit repeatedly by crime in the last year)

transportation, demographics

Transportation and safety issues

property crime prevention 
stopping malicious malingering 
services for the mentally ill 
preventing , street side living in campers, RVs

limiting future housing development in ballard

sidewalks north of 85th; bicycle boulevards; more police 
presence

Safety.

transportation options

Addressing the homeless population and drug activity. 
Crime.

rail system connection the city, to my neighborhood.  
Maintaining current longtime business residents.  Keep 
things simple.

Affordable housing complexes; services for the poor and 
homeless (Note this does not mean passing laws so we 
can arrest them). It should work to increase diversity in 
the neighborhood.

Slowing growth, adding parking for structures that are 
already built, increasing police presence.

Safety, and progress on development

Support to neighborhood businesses - not BIG business.  
Putting Neighbor back into the HOOD.  
Establishing green spaces: parks and neighbor gathering 
placces.

Walkibility for Crown Hill area, safety for kids walking to 
school and families who want to shop at local businesses.

Traffic and open spaces

alternative transportation networks (public/mass/rapid 
transit, bicycling, etc.)

Connectivity with regard to public transportation -- not 
just buses, but trains and/or LRT.

Transportation, schools

safety

Safety and transportaion

Housing affordability and sustainability.

transportation and public safety

dealing with traffic, encouraging walking/biking

light rail and beautification of major thoroughfares.

public transportation and development patterns

Slowing down the rentals
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In general, all data provided must tell a story. Trend data 
would be more helpful - from say 1980, 1990 and 2000, if 
using census data. More recent data would also be more 
helpful. If showing trends, seeing at least 3 data points is 
a more accurate account than showing only 2 data points. 
Other sources beyond Census data should be utilized. 
Look at King County Board of Realtors, Seattle School 
District, State workforce, Dept of Labor, etc. Some these 
groups do analysis, too, that should be included. 
There is nothing in the template that indicates 
surrounding neighborhood planning areas and any 
overlaps in plans between the surrounding areas. There is 
no information on cross-community issues/projects, e.g. 
transportation between neighborhoods. Maps need to 
show surrounding neighborhood planning areas.

Transportation.  We have two bus lines downtown that 
are always full and slow as heck coming home.  With the 
loss of the monorail, there seems to be no plan.  Also, 
more needs to be done to calm traffic on non-arteries and 
create more bike lanes.

the people.  who’s here and what’s their quality of life?

Transportation.

What’s more to come regarding changes in Ballard.

Maintaining neighborhood character (where appropriate).

development patterns, transportation networks

Not allowing anymore multi family dwellings

Housing Affordability, Development Patterns

Safe Missing Link completion. 
Stepping up Police Patrol

Transportation

Land use - create pleasing space and buildings, do not 
allow ugliness and non-conforming structures. 
Need more PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION options (why 
not have a Ballard shuttle, for example??)  I won’t shop 
anywhere unless I can easily get there!!

Getting Metro to provide better bus service to downtown; 
encouraging more owner-occupied housing

transportation, parking, safety, historical preservation, 
preservation of manufacturing jobs, public art, p-patches

1. A measure of progress towards completing the 
neighborhood plans.  
- What has been accomplished. 
- what is in progress (and how far along) 
- What parts of the plan have not been met, and what the 
barriers are to moving forward. 
- Deviations from the neighborhood plans (explanations 
of why they were allowed and what was done to mitigate 
the negative impact) 
2. Demographics that are meaningful. 
 - change over the last 10 years 
 - something to compare the numbers too.  For example 
what percent of people living/working in an area 
constitutes an ‘urban village’ 
 - Demographic statistics that can be used to measure 
progress. 
 - measurement standards  goals to which we can work 
towards, so that

- Dealing with our homeless situation. In the parks 
and in the neighborhoods.  food bank attracts a lot of 
disrespectful people. They throw garbage and pee in our 
yards!

Development patterns

Sidewalks!

reducing crime. increasing community.

Transit and creating walkable/bike-able communities

community-building, community empowerment

Development Patterns

Safety; Ballard has had some issues lately.

Monorail - we expected to have this

Families, safety

Transportation.

transportation, parking

preserving small business, safety and the culture that is 
Ballard

Housing affordability is a big problem now.  
Clean up empty holes (Dennys and Sunset Bowl) at the 
15th and Market Ave NW intersection.
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Housing affordability and transportation.

Transportation

more police presence, stopping any more condos from 
being built

Transportation

transportation networks

Neighborhood design guidelines, setbacks so we don’t 
have to live in bread box canyons

Would like to see more police presents driving or riding 
through neighborhoods and not just when there’s been 
a recent crime as the murder at the gas station on 15th. 
That morning was the 1st time since the last locatl crime, 
that I’dseen a police car drive by.

vibrant community, green/open spaces, business district, 
housing, transportation (a street card to U district would 
be fantastic!!)

the allocation of condos and townhouses.  These 
“”cookie-cutter”” homes are ruining our city. There is no 
sense of style or individuality anymore.

Parking. With all the new condo and apartment buildings 
coming in parking is going to get more difficult.

addressing issues of safety (drug activity - both use and 
sale), petty crime. Better responsiveness from SPolice 
Dept on this issue (it’s improving but needs to continue to 
do so)

preserving old homes

public transportation and affordable housing.

homelessness, public drug use and increasing public 
transportation options

crime, making our neighborhood safe

finishing the Burke-Gilman trail.  This project has been in 
the works for a while.  It would seem to make economic 
sense to quit dragging it out. 
There should also be more focus on developing vacant 
lots, such as the old Denny’s lot on Market & 15th Ave 
NW.

Transportation, parking, managing growth

moving loitering people in public spaces/parks/libraries, 
moving RV’s off of 14th Ave/Market St./8th Ave, mayor-
led anti-graffiti campaign, crack down on aggressive pan-
handling and drug dealing in Ballard

Transportation!!!!!

community, maintaining the ballard feel, traffic

Mass public transportation (light rail, bus lanes etc).

Bring in more business offices and make Ballard a 
business center, not only retail and restaurants.

Safety for kids, bikes, pedestrians.

Design and planning guidelines for development. Crime 
and public safety.

traffic

Making the neighborhood safe

safety, public transportation

family-wage jobs, not just service/barista/fred-meyers 
jobs.   I think the city has to address homelessness in a 
more realistic way for todays homelss person-- not just 
routing out the RVs &talking up future plans --

Transportation 
Homelessness, drug problems in parks

walkability and safety of walkers to school and shops.  
Crown Hill should not be lumped in with neighbor Ballard-
the problems are different up here.

Housing affordability and transportation are key - 
although I’m not sure how this affects families like mine 
- who paid more than we could afford to live here so 
we didn’t have to commute, and now our home value 
has plummeted, and we are left with an oppressive 
mortgage. Many families are in the same situation. 
The homeless situation appears to have gotten out of 
hand.  There are numerous people living in RVs and cars. 
There are often homeless in the parks, openly drunk and 
drinking, although I do think the city is trying to take care 
of that.

Safety and low to middle class housing and retail.
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Keeping each neighborhood unique.

Developing green spaces and public areas.

Transportation, business districts, housing affordability.

Safety of the population and the preservation of the 
Ballard history, character, and feel of the neighborhood.

Development patterns.  Enough with the high rise condos 
and apartments.  If you are going to continue to let 
builders construct mass buildings, the parking and traffic 
flow must be addressed.

Safety and rennovation of existings parks and on doing 
something with dead lots, such as Sunset Bowl and the 
former location of Denny’s.

Keeping public spaces and the library comfortable and 
safe places for people to enjoy.

transportation, homeless

affordable housing

Improving the Burke-Gilman trail and increasing public 
transportation options, especially planning on fixed rail.

Safety and cleanliness

Bike Lanes!!

Removing homeless, increasing safety / reducing crime, 
police presence.

Open spaces/parks; 1 parking space for each unit of 
housing.

Public safety.

(a little more focus, but not drastic attention to) 
maintenance of land and buildings

Better transportation-I don’t think Ballard should be a 
transportation HUB but it would be nice if residents could 
more easily get around w/o car or bike.

safety, community events/awareness, upkeep on parks, 
policing of public spaces for loitering/crime

housing regulations

housing affordability, transportation networks

public safety and transportation.  Maintaining industrial 
base.

Marked, safe, neighborhood, non-arterial bike routes.

Job development

Biking, community meeting areas and events, close 
Ballard Ave al weekend as an entertainment area, bring in 
hotels

completing the park at the Small Faces area

I feel unqualified to answer this

there needs to be a solution to keeping bikers safe and 
cars moving.  Currently bikes are all over the place and 
don’t follow consistent rules.  It makes it very challenging 
for drivers to anticipate what they will do.  Needs to be a 
consistent plan for bike safety 
Needs to be goals for the future set.  It should be a goal of 
community to make better use of our waterfront areas. 
Safety at Golden Gardens is also very concerning.

we need less new development.

crime

community spaces and history.. I can’t believe the 
bowling alley was closed down and has now beennothing 
but a shadow shelter for homeless....they coul;d at least 
turn that space into a resourcfe for the homeless instead 
of abandoned lots

I would like to see more focus on public safety and 
affordable housing.

community services and safety

Public transportation; family oriented activities. 
Decreasing building development.

finishing the Burke Gilman trail and more affordable 
housing.

Parks

Transportation and making the area pedestrian friendly.

complete Burke-Gilman trail!
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transportation and parking

More focus on trying to reduce the opportunities to force 
drivers to parade around in their cars. You thought condos 
would reduce dependency on driving downtown to work, 
didn’t you? They merely drive their cars around evenings 
and weekends and clog the streets, built 100 years ago 
for a much smaller residential density. Ok, that last 
statement was obvious, but also it is obviously disobeyed 
today.

Density and rapid transit to both the downtown area and 
east-west routes.  Still too difficult to access U-Dist (given 
the short distance) and Capital Hill.

transportation, and development

safety regarding car prowls and graffiti and people 
speeding through Ballard sidestreets.

road capacity, parking, transit plan, fewer tattoo shops, 
fewer bars

Transportation between east and west neighborhoods-
-I can walk home faster from Wallingford where I work 
4 miles away.  Why would I ever take the bus?!  It is 
extremely frustrating.  Not everyone works downtown. 
Also--I would like to see existing old tree canopy 
protected.  I have seen 6, 50 foot trees taken out due to 
development in the neighborhood.  Planting a small tree 
will never replace that.

Transportation

Saftey, providing better lighting/sidewalks

Affordable housing.

More parking downtown; biking included

Transportation networks; transient removal

liveaboard on wheels 
drug traffic

Transportation networks and affordable housing

Finding ways to divert run off and clean the water 
before it enters Puget Sound. I’m not sure who run off is 
supposed to hop the curb on 14th to get to the plants, but 
I like the sentiment of it.   
Extending the Burke Gillman. Please!  I crashed on those 
darn tracks too!  Months later my knee still hurts.

social services

traffic on 15th 
urban development

Positive free community events.

TRANSPORTATION (Light rail)

pedestrian access, crossings, safety.

Getting the bums out

Managment of urban growth. Public transportation.

transportation

Housing affordability and transportation networks.

development patterns and impact of high density 
housing on existing neighborhoods

single family living - less density

Ballard needs more green spaces and trees! Also, better 
transportation.

Biking routes & signage, traffic safety, sustainable 
development.

development patterns, transportation networks, safety
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more growth

Changing zoning laws to build taller structures in Ballard.

Density.  We overdeveloped too quickly and have excess 
capacity for a while.

bikes are  not going to handle increased traffic.  I say this 
and I am a bike commuter.

density, density, density

Packing people into cheap boxy buildings.

Creating more housing

luxury housing units.

Demographics

Large corporate housing projects

Building condos.  The construction needs to be slowed 
down and re-evaluated. Like I mentioned before: focus 
on quality construction and smaller condo complexes, 
townhomes, cottage houses etc.  but the huge condo 
buildings need to be more restricted.

public art-waste of money

Parking and congestion.

Tearing down old to build new.  Building huge condo/
apartment buildings.

Development.  Can we slow that down just a bit?

Having endless votes/debates about public transit!

sidewalks, housing density

Light rail.  Much as I love the idea, we need to fix public 
transportation as it is and make it better, more accessible, 
more efficient.

Encouraging new building development when filling 
existing new buildings is difficult

Public amenities 
Demographics

Not sure

Building more condos

Additional construction, eg condos.

bars and high end condos

n/a

Affordability.  Frankly I dont think we need any more 
density in population.

NEW APARTMENT and CONDO buildings...enough!

Parks

Data - more comparative, more elevant, more analysis.

housing

Giving property developers incentives

Development

Business.

saving crown hill school - we already have beautiful parks, 
and although I think it’s great to save this school, the 
surrounding neighborhood (Greenwood) is not ready for 
more people-traffic - they are already starting to have 
more problems with crime and drug use near 85th and 
Holman/15th.

Expansion.

Crown Hill School

Density and development

Changes that have little impact on community life - public 
art does not impact anyone’s quality of life.

Housing

Condos. Stop the condos that people cannot afford. 
They are ugly and ruining the look and feel of the 
neighborhood.

Condos and corporations.

the construction of poorly built overpriced housing.

Development

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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New construction.

Building new stuff.

Over-priced condos.

encouraging more building (higher occupancy)

1. Anti-development 
2. Preserving industrial parks (Change is happening, 
whether you like it or not. That’s the way the market is 
demanding.)

growth management 
plastic bags!

density

condo development

Parks.  They just get filled with homeless, are unsafe for 
children.

Roads.

Static pie charts. They don’t tell a story or indicate any 
progression. The progression is critical for determining 
the order of neighborhood plan updates.

urban density

Housing development & density promotion

Down town ballard condo community

Further housing development and less business sprawl.

The pie graphs and charts are nice visuals.  But, there 
are too many of them with very little supporting 
documentation.  Please see comment on “”there should 
be more focus on...””

Public art

More condos, and less parking.  
It would be great to see affordability and mixed 
income housing so as to create ‘culture’ and remain a 
neighborhood for families.

Bergen Place, fountains, etc.

infrastructure to autos

keep the rest

Density

BALLARD!

New, fast, cheap construction.

Housing affordability is a factor of markets and beyond 
the control of the city unless subsidized.

Parks, bicycle lanes.

Increased housing density especially market rate housing.

Packing as many condos as possible - you’ve effectively 
turned ballard into Fremont with all the condo projects, 
which are unsightly, cause congestion and now will 
remain vacant in a slumping economy

x

Bus routes

Condos

getting rid of condos

Allowing greedy families or developers to influencing 
a restaurant to close, then take their time in tearing it 
down, then finally tearing it down, and leaving a big old 
nasty deserted lot at the most visible intersection in 
Ballard.

-Building up the urban village.

Libraries, bus structures,

High density housing

art.  This should not be a priority.

completing the Burke Gilman trail and other bike paths.

condos

housing, housing, housing... please let the building stop.

demographics

building new condo style housing that only the rich can 
afford. Less focus on greed would be a start.
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Saving farmland at the expense of these small 
neighborhoods.  Building the infrastructure for increased 
density that we already have.  We don’t have adequate 
police and social services to go along with our urban 
village/city.

New develppment.

Housing affordability

Private development.

demographics

urban density

urban density

On demolishing old buildings to build condos.

Animal control in city parks

Burke Gilman Trail, shopping centers

Cosmetic fixes. The sidewalks along Ballard Avenue were 
fine. Fix transit!

Building Condos

Increasing density in a careless fashion.

More housing.

new construction

Density at all costs -- Ballard/Crown Hill have already 
exceeded their density mandates.

new business

Condo’s

housing

Rail and bike transport.  Rail can’t be cost-effective 
relative to buses, and bikes aren’t a meaningful 
transportation alternative for most of the neighborhood’s 
residents.

Zoning changes to support development

Stuff to waste money on

Housing affordability...Please, no more huge condo 
developments.. they are an eyesore and take up valuable 
public space. There are a lot of old neighborhoods, I want 
to see the city keep the historical integrity of Ballard.!

--The “”urban village”” area boundaries seem arbitrary to 
me, but then I may be uninformed.

DEVELOPMENT!!!!!

Population density.

filling these retail spaces below condos with more dry 
cleaners, nail salons, and to-go food.

Building up density.

Bicycle trails.

si

increasing density

Development of large multi-use complexes.

developer incentives

Safety

Building codes for future development of condos.

public art

Accommodating high denisity housing.  As mentioned 
previously, we are at a point where we have exhausted 
the benefits of high density housing in the Ballard urban 
area.  The “”urban cottage”” idea introduced earlier this 
year is a bad one and will only exacerbate an already 
overcrowded situation.

Building expensive condo developments that don’t 
promote a diverse population. People like to live where 
they work which means we need to have affordable 
housing.

Density (We’ve acheived it!)

Increasing density.

more and more condos when occupancy is very low

Devlopment of multi-story housing.
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-building more residential units in Ballard

- eliminating bus routes due to poor budget and political 
leadership, both in Seattle and King County.

- bowing down to businesses that can’t change, all for a 
lousy bike lane.

Maximizing growth and property value.

Burke-Gillman.  That seems to be a waste of resources 
during these economic times.

Housing (condos, apartments, multi-units, etc.)

transportation networks, housing affordability, public 
amenities

Everything else.

Building condominiums in Ballard.

Commuter rail from Crown Hill. Instead focus on better 
bus service and extend light rail to Northgate with direct 
bus service from Crown Hill.

Additional high density housing projects..>Ballard is full 
and many of htese new buildings are empty.

density

Building condos.  Yeesh.

providing homeless services unless they are intended only 
for people from the area.  Why encourage people from 
other areas to come here if there is no work for them and 
they have nothing to give back to the community.

Development of housing.

like the demise of our great bowling alley - we don’t want 
to lose things like that in Ballard for more condos!!

Numbers of new homes/units added.

Growth

Doors closing.

Demographics

trying to do away with cars

I want FEWER new residential units until there is a plan 
for parking, transit, and street improvements.

Building more (empty) condos, tearing down old 
buildings, adding more residents

I’m not sure how directly the demographics support many 
of the goals.  While interesting they seem of less value.

Packing more people in w/o addressing transportation 
issues.

Development

The Burke Gilman trail --- needs to be rethought away 
from rail road and industrial operations (and I’m a bike 
rider)!

demographics

rebuilding old sidewalks

??? I can’t think of anything that should be of less focus.

NIMBY-ism, caving for every little neighborhood dictate

Community events, open houses for people to voice their 
obvious concerns.

Cramming more people into small spaces

Safety in parks. Urban families setting too much of an 
emphasis on it.

growth via condos

high density housing, which is stealing away the family 
quality of our neighborhoods.

dogs in parks, appeasing whiny citizens who think they 
should have been the last person allowed to move into a 
neighborhood

demographics, housing affordability,

Burke-Gilman Trail expansion.

Housing

Public ammenities.
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Burke-Gilman trail...while I’m an avid cyclist, I can’t 
understand the big push to connect the trail to Golden 
Gardens...besides going up the hill and riding blue ridge 
(which isn’t very bike friendly), ITS A DEAD END!  If I want 
a good ride, I go the other direction.  Stop wasting the 
time and effort of lawyers fighting with the waterfront 
businesses.  Lawyers have more important things to do, 
like following ambulances.

Improving rent opportunities.  Too much proposed 
housing density and not enough transportation, parks, 
and other facilities.

BUILDING AND ROADS

density increasing

No more building permits for more condos!

The option to build more condos.

condos.

The continued Bastardization of Ballard by the 
developers who build the buildings, and run away despite 
considerable defects.

Crown Hill Elementary

Supporting the homeless and forgetting those of us 
trying to raise a family and a safe place for our children 
and ourselves consider what is best for the community vs. 
The transient population that has recently exploded

densification without going up.

Public Art - Look, you’re required by law to include it in 
every major project... so what? The sculptures on the 
Ballard bridge don’t make a damn bit of difference to 
those poor bicyclists dodging cars and now darts! It’s nice 
that you’re “”fixing up the face”” of Ballard, but let’s keep 
our eye on what matters most - people’s LIVES!

No comment

Building more housing that will never get filled (nor do we 
have enough transportation options or police to monitor 
this huge influx of people, if they did get filled)

i can’t think of anything.

Cars

There should be less focus on transportation networks.

THE BURKE GILMAN TRAIL.  - Everything can’t be 
perfect; there needs to be respect for the livelihood of a 
region.!

Limit high density.  Not only do we have congested 
neighborhoods, but it also concentrates environmental 
impacts.  We can’t afford High Point everywhere.  Nor 
will it work every where (not all streets have geologic 
conditions that have made HP such a success).  And 
remember, just because the stormwater is disappearing 
below the surface doesn’t mean its not causing 
groundwater contamination.  I know that being skeptical 
about green infrastructure is like kicking puppies, but it’s 
not a fix all.

condos with retail space

more condos

Bringing more people in.

new housing - there seems to be too much supply

housing, there is too much of it already by far, the last 
thing we need is another huge condo development that 
will sit empty and be a magnet for crime

Building high rise condos and apartments.  Don’t think 
Ballard needs all that density.

Affordable housing

High density housing

Density

more 4 plexes!

Painting bicycle sharrows on the roads -- this is totally 
stupid.

Nothing

enabling the homeless

unchecked housing construction

Housing development. Just work with what we have for 
now, don’t want to overbuild more than we have.
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public spaces

Buses, high density housing,  Red light cameras should 
go away.  They will eventually cause a class action law suit 
against the city.

Growth without space to support it.

Attracting BIG business.

NO MORE CONDOS!!!

Building, public art, bike lane painting.  You don’t need to 
look at paint lines on the street to see a cyclist. You see a 
bike you watch out for it.

Rapid growth.

just providing data. The data needs to be provided along 
with an analysis and story.

3 story condos outside the “”urban villages””.  Keep the 
single family homes.

Government sponsored community.  Community will and 
does happen on its own.

Demographics

demographics

art

Demographics

QUIT ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT.

Static Demographic  statistics and pie charts with nothing 
to compare them too.

Public art pieces - we need more trees planted.

density, attracting high-end retail, building expensive 
condos that sit vacant, turning Edith Macefield’s house 
into a freakshow

Not sure

cramming people into condos

condos

High rise, high density, expensive condos

Stop trying to Make Ballard a conjested ‘village center’ 
for all the cool people to gather at. It’s a neighborhood. 
Leave it that way.

Making this the new Belltown.  Regulation on the 
townhouses and condominiums should be more strict.

Growth and retail.

demographics

Demographics

demographics

Building at all costs over positive, attractive and 
sustainable growth.

Increased density

parking, car transportation

gettin more people to move to ballard.

No more condos.  No national brand stores

increasing density in Ballard

building condos or approving the building of them.

Condo construction.  While I own one, I think we 
are saturated, and I see a lot of condos turning into 
apartments because they aren’t selling.

residential density (no more condos or backyard dwelling 
spaces)

quick growth

Building condo building with no or little office space.

Adding more condominiums

Making sure there is low income housing

bicycle paths -- too expensive and just a pork-project.

Ballard in the Crown Hill report.  Our neigborhood plan is 
being hidden and walkability is non-exsistent.
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High-end retail and housing

Building new developments.

Safety

Development.

Demographics.

Building condominiums, which largely remain vacant.  
With that, there needs to be less focus on attracting more 
people to Ballard and more focus on servicing us who 
already live here.

parks

Huge, high complexes.

Housing.

Building condos/apartments/townhouses to increase the 
population.

creating more housing, building of more condos or high 
rise buildings

taxes

demographics

further development of density

building more luxury apartments and condos that are no 
longer affordable

I don’t feel confident answering this question.

keeping the character of the neighborhood

Erecting new buildings; particularly without community 
participation (say)

dense living and renovating historic Ballard.

Ballard municipal center looks great, and attention can be 
focused on other parts now

increasing density unless you have more rapid transit of 
some kind

Less focus on condos and multi-family housing, and 
tearing down low-rise buildings in favor of high-rise 
buildings. Ballard is NOT downtown!

growth

skate parks and bicycle lanes

public amenities

450,000 dollar ‘apartments’....

bike lanes on car lanes, where car tab holders pay 
for streets, but bikers have no financial or liability 
responsibility.  Bikers on city streets should be licensed 
and insured!

NA

Allowing condos to buy up land and sit empty or closing 
businesses.

building developments

demographics

packing more people in -- the area just can’t handle it.

building in the downtown area.
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Updated demographics showing ages in neighborhoods and housing 
costs. It looks like the data in the draft is from the 2000 census.

There is not enough emphasis on transportation alternatives.

There seems to be a direct conflict between the Ballard Neighborhood 
Plan on the Missing Link and the BINMIC Neighborhood Plan which 
(after the Ballard Plan was initially adopted) set a priority to keep 
trails away from BINMIC.  Bicycles and industry can work very safely 
together.  I’d rather bicycle around CDL truck drivers than around soccer 
moms.

Traffic and mobility.  The city seems to naively think people will get 
out of cars and respond to their mobility plans.  But people do not 
live 9-5 jobs downtown.  People drive.  And the changes (such as lane 
reductions on 28th) don’t help.  The City needs to stop this “”drive”” to 
eliminate car traffic and figure out ways to accommodate it.

Providing for the schools. 
There are more and more children moving into Ballard, what are we 
going to do about school overcrowding?

We really need a focused community initiative on things to do in 
Ballard, i.e. bowling, mini-golf, swimming pools etc.  Right now, our 
Boys and Girls Club has to drive to Magnolia for an affordable and kid-
friendly pool, to Shoreline for bowling, to Queen Anne for mini-golf.  
We have very little local business that focuses on anything but food and 
shopping.

People here should have more say.

it does not address being overbuilt

Pedestrian safety & amenities (street calming, bicycle boulevards, road 
diets)

Why isn’t public safety included??

See above.

preventing graffiti, safety at Golden Gardens

I don’t see anything that would encourage connectivity. This plan is very 
much a my-neighborhood, screw-the-others report. Where does this 
neighborhood fit into its larger landscape? How are we encouraging 
connections to other neighborhoods? Seattle is one city and it has plans 
too that overlay Ballard’s, how can we bring our neighborhood into 
alignment with that and build on them fore our identity?

Traffic, vacant lots (crime), lack of Ballard jobs... etc.

The plan mainly focuses on the business 
district and development around this 
area.  This area has certainly benefitted 
from this focus, but there is a much larger 
neighborhood that surrounds it- west of 
the business district and east of 15th that 
needs more focus.  Also, there is no real 
“”gateway”” entrance to the neighborhood- 
that could be a great way to refocus 
attention on the larger neighborhood.

a lot of the data is out of date.  rental prices 
and employment data have changed a lot 
since 2007.

I think the data needs to be described 
better.  So for example, is the 62.8% Owner 
Occupied statistic for Crown Hill the 2024 
Goal?  or is that what it was in 2000?  or is 
that what it is right now in 2009?  I’d like to 
see that data at the time this was initiated, 
compared to the 2024 goal and where are 
we at time of progress report - so there 
should be 3 numbers for the same measure 
to compare over time.  We need to see 
what the effect of these changes are to the 
data we are trying to measure otherwise 
we will not know the impact.  So, the Crown 
Hill School was just purchased and there 
will be renovations - so what?  Were there 
changes in property value? Did it affect rent 
in the area?  How have all the Market Street 
changes affected the demographic TO THIS 
POINT? etc

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Seems like there is less conversation between the 
neighborhoods and the city, especially with the missing 
link on the Burke-Gilman trail.  The solution in the 
industrial area does not seem safe for bicycles between 
railroad tracks that cause accidents and possible 
accidents with trucks and bikers if bike traffic is increased.  
It will also eliminate much needed parking for retail 
businesses.  Much parking has been eliminated in Ballard 
and alternate means of transportation have not been 
implemented to replace it.

Commute trips, shopping trips and school trips: walking 
in the neighborhood for amenities versus going outside 
of it.  PSRC has some data on this better than last census I 
believe.  Composition of families in the neighborhood.

The sidewalks on east half of the south side of Market 
Street and on 22nd Ave between Market and Shilshole 
need redone.  I have a first aid kit available because 
people trip on the uneven street about once a week.  
Someone is going to break a hip or crack their head open 
one of these days.  
Better parking enforcement of the non time limited 
parking on 22nd Ave between Ballard Ave. & Shilshole.  I 
am continually calling on vehicles that have been parked 
for over 3 days in one spot or just completely abandoned.  
It sometimes takes another 3 before anything is done.  If 
parking enforcement could log or mark the vehicles so 
that they would know when vehicles have exceeded the 
72 hours this could help with the parking problem as well 
as raise money from tickets.

comparison of population density increases and housing 
availability, also comparison of population density 
increase and available transportation capacity (NOT 
including automobiles, since most new housing/density is 
condominiums).

Keeping local businesses alive

nothing reflects the impact the changes have made on 
Ballard - changing it from a pleasant place to live to hell 
on earth.

the draft status reports only had information from the 
2000 census - the information has changed tremendously 
and we need ipdated information that cannot wait for the 
2010 census to be complete

Preservation of single family zones, and residential 
neighborhood scale and character.

doesn’t address homeles that have migrated from 
downtown

I’m curious where the 50% of homes are that are worth 
less than $300K.  We’ve been looking to buy for the last 
year and barely see anything listed for under $400K 
(single family).  I cannot believe those stats are accurate.

* Qualitative description of growth - location in 
relationship to and availability of services, types of 
projects (e.g., mixed-use v. townhouses), etc., and 
quality-of-life issues, such as walkability, crime, open 
space, noise, and transit service; 
* +Zoning+ and development capacity; 
* Relationship to adjacent neighborhoods with regard 
to transportation, open space, environment, etc. 
and to transportation corridors connecting many 
neighborhoods.

Community center at Library has caused more problems 
than it has solved.

The pie charts don’t really tell the story. How have these 
figures changed in the interim between the last plan and 
now? Do the people work in the neighborhood live in the 
neighborhood? Is the neighborhood population getting 
younger or older. Narrative illustrated with graphs 
(comparing 10 years ago to now) would do a far better 
job of communicating the relative need for updating the 
neighborhood plans.

The four pages with charts did not seem to illustrate 
“”before”” and “”after”” on population, demographics, 
jobs, housing prices.  Maybe it is there but these 
pages seemed like a lot of data without any context or 
commentary on how they met goals or affect goals, etc.

please address the RAMPANT uptick of tagging.  
teenagers seem to be running rampant with their spray 
paint and it’s a real distraction to the beauty of our 
community. the 15th commercial coradore could also 
use some attention... perhaps some tax incentives for 
businesses who build on the empty lots.  i’d also love to 
see the plasma donation center be located somewhere 
else.

see my answer to the more focus section.

Burke Gilman! Get it finished please :)
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See my comment under “”There should be more focus 
on...””  This seems to me to be a gap.  Also, the draft 
status report really just lists the community investments 
that have been made or are in progress as well as 
including a bunch of graphs.  I would like to see more on 
zoning, as well as current plans that are underway that 
have occured outside the neighborhood plan process (i.e., 
new parks levy priorities, Ballard RapidRide, what does 
Sound Transit2 have in store for Ballard, etc.)

Transportation linkages

There is a brief mention about establishing a commuter 
rail station, but there seems to be little explanation.  
Clearly, a street car (which I hears rumors of) or 
some light rail into Ballard would be an incredible 
improvement.

Clear statement of transportation alternatives that will 
fulfill and support more efficient and timely access to and 
from Ballard to elsewhere

There is no mention of transportation issues.

As I have already stated, there is a huge gap in the 
amount of support Ballard and Crown Hill are recieving.

Diversity

Would like to see numbers on transportation capacity and 
those commuters using various forms of transportation.

Didn’t read it.

Services for the poor and homeless.

x

would like to see crime statistics / safety grades for each 
neighborhood.

infrastructure (roads, etc) support

Noise reduction, parking, apt/condos owners more 
responsible for planting trees to reduce noise, cleaning 
the sidewalks/streets surrounding their buildings 
(cleaning the water runoff drains, trash out of the streets) 
and reevaluating the cross walk time (at NW Market & 
15th) for the elderly.

Transportation...need light rail...Finish the Burke Gilman 
Trail.

the status reports don’t include homelessness solutions 
or data just rentals and owners. There is an unaddressed 
population.

details on the original plan (highlights helpful, but surely 
there was more), plus context to help understand and 
judge the numbers and charts and how they compare to 
expectations/plans.

Transportation

The status report talks about what has been achieved, 
but is silent on what hasn’t been achieved. There should 
be some discussion about the status of the rail link - is 
this plan defunct? If so, what alternative improvements to 
transportation must replace it?

The homeless issue needs to be addressed. Either give 
the homeless and the homeless-RVers a place to camp or 
move them out of Ballard. They are not native to Ballard, 
they come here because we haven’t figured out what to 
do with them and we ignore them.

See above.

education, traffic, urban canopy

I don’t know but the pie charts just don’t make much 
sense to me. I don’t believe that most people in Ballards 
homes cost less than $299,999. I don’t know anyone who 
lives in Ballard with a house worth under $300,000. That 
doesn’t make any sense to me.  I just don’t see where 
those numbers could have came from.

the homeless

light rail staion.

now that the Monorail is gone from Ballard, what’s the 
new plan for non-bus public transportation?  Is the light 
rail really going to connect the airport to Ballard at some 
point?

There’s no talk about the number of businesses that 
have been forced to close either due to rent hikes or 
the economy.  There’s also no talk of improved safety 
measures.

Density is not clearly reported or addressed (too little, 
just right, too much, etc...).  There is nothing about 
preservation, about preserving existing character while 
allowing some growth.
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Transit is barely mentioned.

see above

Crown Hill needs more focus.

Go suck on a lemon...

Attracting diversity, Ballard is still homogenous. Use 
public money to really get people involved, we need 
real people not more bureaucracy and bureaucrats and 
politicians!

There isn’t any discussion of safety, and this has been 
an increasing concern as of late.  The boundaries of the 
Ballard Municipal Center as written on page 1 don’t seem 
accurate and perhaps should be expanded; for example, 
they don’t include the current library.

Seems like they use very old data. Would be nice to see 
a lot less pie charts (they waste a lot of space) and more 
interesting types of graphs like where people who work in 
the neighborhood live, and where people who live in the 
neighborhood work. That would tell a story which none of 
the pie charts do.

The report is called the “”Crown Hill & Ballard”” report, 
yet virtually all of the improvements are focused on 
Ballard.

I guess I would like to see more info on families and 
where kids are going to school . . .are we getting a lot of 
the kids going to our neighborhood schools?  Also would 
like to see more focus on the environmental aspects of 
the area . . w.e are so close to the water that we need 
to have more consideration to the new housing adding 
permeable sidwalks and driveways, etc.  They asfault 
or cement in the entire open area between the rows of 
townhomes which makes for more water running into the 
sewer vs. perculating through the ground.  They could 
use those pavers that have open spaces . . . put grass or 
groundcover or anything (gravel)in the open spots and 
the water would be able to drain through the ground 
before getting into the water, etc.  We need to be looking 
more at the green aspects of the density we are adding.

Need a plan for taking care of the poor and homeless 
who are increasingly apparent in all parts of the 
neighborhood. Perhaps Plymouth Housing could put one 
of their apartments here?

Although commuter rail is one of the four key strategies 
of the neighborhood plan, the draft status report 
otherwise ignores this critical issue.

transportation and school details seem hard to pin down

house zoning and crime

See aforementioned commentary on the need for a more 
planful approach to high denisty housing going forward 
and the need to address rising crime, particularly graffiti

addressing issues such as public safety

- The largest gap I see are the people that are running this 
questionnaire not taking the answers on here seriously in 
order to incorporate them into an updated plan.

Preservation of neighborhood character (Denny’s, Sunset 
Bowl).

no reference to protecting the integrity of single family 
neighborhoods

Family support - quality, affordable child care; early 
learning and school readiness programs; youth and 
out-of-school time programs (this is especially critical); 
other programs addressing family needs - recreation, 
parenting, places for generations to mix, promoting 
ethnic and racial diversity in neighborhoods.

Improving safety for bike commuters.

Yes, there should be better connections between Ballard 
and Boeing in Everett.

Safety -- better handling of transient populations, crime 
prevention

no comment except the overall vision for our livability 
seems to be missing more.

Burke Gilman missing link and light rail are missing!

Burke Gilman Trail is not really going to go through a 
good place for bicyclers.

see above 
key strategy, D, commuter rail stop

Bike blvds, Traffics circles for speed control
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Implementation of an East / West transit corridore with 
a Ballard Sounder stop on the west end and the UW Link 
stop on the other along with the more obvious Ballard to 
downtown link. 
Preserving (and even expanding) the manufacturing 
base along with additional “”white collar jobs”” in the 
increasingly dense core.

transit planning needs to encompass far more than a 
commuter rail station.  Bus/bike/pedestrian/alternative 
services and amenities need to be a much bigger priority.

Yes, please see comments above.

Maybe this should be in the “”more focus on”” box but 
if the mayor has declared the city to be devoted to 
supportive and invested in Seattle Public Schools, then 
shouldn’t that extend to the neighborhood status plan??? 
Perhaps this would help those neighborhoods that are 
struggling to create stronger schools....

What about all the businesses that have closed??

there needs to be baseline measurements that assist 
neighborhoods understanding progress toward 
increasing sustainability and health.

Plans seem to be moving forward without any measures 
being taken for the problems they may be solving. Right 
now it’s more plans = more problems = no solutions.

focus on street saftey

Employment: include technology 
Add a transportation chart, i.e. how many people use 
buses, bike, carpool, etc.  Would also be interesting how 
many people work locally (in Ballard) or downtown, etc.

I don’t think that the owner-occupied median home 
values are accurate.  Where is the city obtaining this data?  
Not from the real estate market or county treasurer (even 
with the downturn).

TRANSPORTATION and of course the BG Trail

Draft seems to reflect status of a plan I have previously 
never seen.  Odd for someone who has lived in Ballard 
area for over a decade.

The huge increase in density (population) in recently and 
needs of that population.

As listed in the previous questions

You don’t talk about a glaring problem - the homeless. It’s 
getting worse and worse. You have a REALLY aggressive 
group moving in here and they aren’t going anywhere 
until you focus on the problem.

Not much mention about zoning - this could be pretty 
important for the future of Ballard/Crown Hill.

See comments above.  Need to include more info on plan 
goals and comparisons of current (or near current) data to 
data used to determine goals.

not enough age diversity

small business growth, community building, crime 
prevention, empty lot usage - incentives for these are 
critically needed

crime stats

No mention of light rail

see previous comments

I am not sure at this point.

The demographic summaries that are shown only 
highlight the urban village areas.  I believe much of 
the strength of the Ballard community (including 
committment to schools, parks, community, 
volunteerism) comes from those living outside the 
(more transient) core.  It would be good to highlight 
the demographics in those areas as well -- the value 
of collecting and publishing these demographics is so 
that we can understand who we are and our particular 
strengths and needs.  Outside the core, I’m sure we have 
a higher proportion of families with children in owner-
occupied homes (with higher home values than just 1.3-
2.3% above $400,000 -- not that this is something that 
is necessarily positive, but it certainly doesn’t represent 
the neighborhood.  Really, have you walked around the 
neighborhood and seen any houses for sale that cost less 
than $400,000?!)

Safety issues and homeless issues not addressed well in 
the status report

make neighborhood north of 85th more walkable with 
sidewalks
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There is a safety issue with the burke gilman trail and 
expanding it into the business area will only increase it.  
Parks should consider bike ‘traffic lights’ to assist with 
this. Bikers on the trail are inconsiderate and travel too 
fast to continue the expansion. Please note, this is not a 
request to penalize the businesses but put responsibility 
on the bikers.

While the report provided information about the poverty 
level of Ballard residents, I would like to see more 
attention paid to providing services to the homeless 
population in the community. Currently there are not 
any shelters or service centers for the impoverished and 
homeless that I am aware of, and I do notice a significant 
transent population around the Ballard urban village area.

The vision for the ballard and crown hill neighborhoods is 
not articulated as to density and zoning goals.

public transportation and/or roads/parking in Ballard.

Important items in the plan that were not achieved and 
why.

Again, transportation is given light treatment.

What’s up with the missing link?

Homelessness and Poverty.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AND SAFE CYCLING 
OPTIONS

SEe the above questions 
analysis of the progress 
measuring stick which can be used to quantify progress to 
completing the plan) 
Show the progress (or lack there of) for Crown Hill 
separate from Ballard when appropiate (ie, art parks, 
medians etc.)

To fully describe the status of the neighborhood, it 
seems important to describe how many vacant lots, 
vacant buildings, empty retail spaces, or otherwise 
underdeveloped properties there are. Vacant, abandoned 
buildings that could host industry or retail space decrease 
the pride and morale of the residents and business 
owners in the neighborhood. Urban growth is important 
to prevent outward sprawl into our natural areas, so filling 
in the vacancies should be a goal of our city and each 
neighborhood.

The 15th Ave NW and Market Street NW intersection 
needs serious work!  Panhandling is out of control.  It’s 
filthy.  Safeway does nothing to maintain the area around 
their store, or so it seems.  The new flashing lights on 
the camera are way too distracting.  It’s pedestrian un-
friendly.  I don’t like pushing my stroller through garbage 
and vagrants and their vomit to walk to story time at 
the library.  Not to mention the gaping hole where the 
Denny’s once stood, which serves as a daily reminder of 
the greedy developers that are responsible for much of 
this mess.  Let’s fix that, let’s clean it up, let’s make it a 
more pleasant “”gateway to Ballard.””

The Burke Gilman trail needs to be completed and the 
recent lawsuit that was filed needs to be mentioned in 
the report. I am so tired of the people who are throwing 
roadblocks in the way of the effort to complete this trail. 
This back and forth has been going on FOREVER and 
is so typical of Seattle. The objections are supposedly 
about safety - although I really think they are about loss 
of parking along the rail corridor. Please find a way to get 
this trail completed along the rail corridor. If we lived in 
Chicago, this would have been completed 10 years ago by 
order of the Mayor. The people who live in Ballard want 
this trail completed before they are too old to ride bikes.

Did I read correctly that the date is from 2000 with some 
estimates?  That would seem to me out of date with the 
big growth Ballard has had.  Also, I did not see other 
Neighborhoods on Ballard represented?  I would love to 
see some freshening up on neighborhood parks.

Yes, the status reports should include information about 
projects planned for Ballard (and other planning areas) 
in the next few years.  This information would serve as a 
bridge between recent accomplishments and visioning 
for a status update/additional neighborhood planning.  
It could also help connect residents with City staff to 
enable collaboration on moving projects forward and 
establishing longer-term priorities.

Very poor traffic flow west to east - poorly timed lights, 
no commuter rail, no promised monorail (derailed by pork 
barrel politics of mayor). The mayor has incompetantly 
planned traffic revisions, politically destroyed our 
monorail possibilities, and then gave free reign to 
developers to put in high rise, expensive, elite condos 
to overload street capacity and ruin the skyline and 
neighborhood.
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Non-motor transportation safety and statistics for 
improvement (e.g. drop in pedestrian injuries and 
fatalities)

Addressing vacancy rates in the new buildings; design 
guidelines; repairs to roads and sidewalks by developers 
who benefit by destructive construction sites; how 
middle-class renters and home buyers have been forced 
out of a working class neighborhood.

More pocket parks with fewer homeless occupying them

“”Crown Hill”” and “”Ballard”” are dramatically different 
demographics with different needs. I don’t understand 
why they are lumped together.

don’t remember an update on the light rail station

homelessness, loitering, RV’s, crime, panhandling, 
graffiti, ugly empty lots/properties

Greater focus on better transportation options.

Mass public transportation.

Gang prevention units should be brought in

I’d add a graph showing trends for school populations 
-- grade, middle and high school -- to see if we are having 
family-flight or growth.  Also show public vs private (and 
charter schools if we get them) 
I’d show a graph showing how we commute to work.  
One, showing where Ballard’s employees are commuting 
from.  And another showing where Ballard’s residents are 
commuting to.  With a goal in mind of increasing some 
living-wage jobs closer to home.  Not just college jobs, 
but keeping the industrial jobs here.

No focus on helping to make Crown Hill more safe for 
walkers.  We need to control the speed of traffic on 15th, 
80th, 85th.  This neighborhood’s interest are ignored for 
groups like Safeway, and trucking associations.

Low income housing needs to be addressed. We can’t just 
have rich people in Ballard.

Putting a halt on new developments for multi-
unit housing (specifically apartment buildings and 
condominiums), or at least a “”slow down”” on approving 
these plans.

They do not seem to be in sync with the area, and seem 
to be treated more like Seattle than the small city iot 
actually is.

We need to decide where, and if, we want a light rail 
station here in Ballard.  We also need to make the 46 Bus 
run more frequently.  Most importantly, we need to work 
harder to preserve the historical buildings, spaces, and 
values of the Ballard community.

I would like to see a little more done for the Crown Hill 
area -- especially the sidewalk that I mentioned. I don’t 
see how the city can make housing more affordable.  
Especially when property taxes are thru the roof!!

14th ave between Market and 65th: total disaster area 
for traffic safety and aesthetics. It would be wonderful to 
have this street be completely redesigned.

You didn’t include the density projections vs. the actual as 
built that was recently published elsewhere.

who is making this plan?  business?  aliens?

Community gardening space so people who are living in 
the new high rises can have a chance to garden.

Public safety and dealing with the homeless/panhandlers

Many.

Did not see much about affordable housing and how that 
would work

I think the housing value data must be from assessed 
values rather than sale price.  Even in 2009, there are not 
many homes for sale in Ballard under $400K.

TRANSPORTATION (Light rail)

Ecologically sustainable development.  The burke gillman 
trail is one way to encourage our neighborhood to reduce 
fuel consumption.  What about other incentives to reduce 
our ecological footprint?

Our development policies aren’t working that well. We’re 
getting cookie-cutter density, rather than interesting 
and unique neighborhoods. I don’t have any sense 
that affordable housing is part of the puzzle. New 
developments rarely have any housing under $350,000 
available. 



Status Check
Transcript of Delridge Questionnaire Responses

The Delridge Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999. The map 
shows the neighborhood plan boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

60

0

20

40

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

121 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/delridge/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

The new library and Longfellow Creek trails are 
wonderful. Greg Davis and Cottage Grove parks are 
great improvements. There is a lot more community 
cooperation and interaction, thanks in large part to the 
work of DNDA and the neighborhood councils.

it seems to have gotten nicer, though Delridge itself is 
still sort of junk-y looking. Would still like to see more 
commercial development, especially on the highland park 
side of things.

The neighborhood as brought in a young professional 
community with affordable housing and near proximity 
to downtown Seattle.  With this growth in population, a 
number of reputable business have been increasing.

The Delridge corridor around the Cooper School area 
has improved, and the area immediate to the Southwest 
Precinct Police Station.  However, roads in this area have 
been neglected, the area around Sanislo Elementary is 
still a traffic and road condition nightmare, and speeding 
has been increasing steadily.

Delridge Library, new townhome construction, work on 
Longfellow Creek trail

We’ve only lived in this neighborhood for less than 3 years 
- I’d say there are changes, definitely. However, safety is 
the number one issue on Delridge

The number of trails has increased, and the North 
Delridge Neighborhood Assn. has produced some good 
sustainable development.

More parks, less crime, lots more townhouses.

The areas are too conjested now and they are tearing 
down too many old structures and too many condos!!

More townhouses and neighborhood has cleaned up from 
it.

The Youngtown Center has been created, the new library 
is open, they’ve created more affordable housing, a 
new play structure was put in at Delridge Park and 
they are working on getting affordable fresh produce 
to people through the Delridge Mobile Produce Co-op. 
Foodservices of America moved out of the building at 
Delridge and Andover and they’ve worked to deal with 
the abandoned houses along Delridge.

Since I’ve been in the neighborhood there has been 
significant multi-family / multi-unit housing constructed. 
However, older buildings remain vacant.

The transportaion is working well. Metro does a good job 
with the timing of  the bus.  The mixed use building seems 
to work and create more activity.  Delridge needs more 
retail stores/ A business complex   The nature areas get a 
lot of attention and are very well maintained.

New Delridge Produce Coop

We moved to the neighborhood while changes were 
taking place. All of these changes have been great- 
further making positive changes themselves. For 
example, the Cooper school has community events and is 
a base for local environmental groups that help clean up 
& restore the Longfellow Creek & Duwamish trails.  The 
Longfellow Creek Trails are wonderful and give neighbors 
a place to walk while protecting the watershed (by not 
developing the area immediately around it).

Residential density has increased along Delridge Way. 
Amenities such as the library, Youngstown Cultural 
Arts Center, and community center provide much-
needed services. I worry that there is an increase in 
gentrification, that much of the diversity that I value in 
the neighborhood may be decreasing. Walkability is still 
a major issue. Lack of a grocery store is still a major issue. 
The “neighborhood nodes” are not successful because 
it doesn’t seem to make financial sense for developers. 
Townhomes are going up in less densely zoned areas, but 
we are getting very few pedestrian-friendly commercial 
spaces with housing above.

We have overbuilt on condos that are not filled.  We have 
way too much traffic and not enough parking.  We have 
drug dealers galore and a new homeless population, that 
are sometimes overly aggressive and inappropriate in 
public.  (i.e. screaming at people with children, urinating 
in public, etc.)

Not much at all.

MORE CRACKHEADS

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

delridge

More owner occupied new townhomes on Delridge Way 
has brought us a better balance of owner/to low-income/
renter status.  This brought more pride and stability into 
the neighborhood and less turn-over and transition.  With 
these housing balance improvements we now have a 
successful cafe/coffee shop located in a building that was 
boarded up for 20+years.

The library is finished; some sidewalks (to not enough) 
have been poured; the new apartments by Fred Meyer 
seem to acknowledge the natural water dynamics of the 
bog; Greenwood Park is open and utilized; there seems 
to be some effort toward making the Interurban trail 
(Powerline right-of-way) into a decent trail.

There has been much multi family housing construction 
along the Delridge corridor.  I do not see any place where 
fresh food can be purchased.  To do so requires travel.  
I am grateful the Library and “City” office is there for 
utility paying, voting, and access to a representative from 
the City.  Youngstown Cultural Arts Center is a vibrant 
addition.  I see human service organizations (SWYFS 
and Sea. Parks and Recreation) as foundation for crucial 
services that serve the population most represented in 
the corridor.

This neighborhood has seen MASSIVE development of 
town houses over the past 4 years.  This development has 
seen the demolition of many run down and “problem” 
houses that became hang outs for druggies and 
transients.      As I type, a major negative neighborhood 
influence is packing up and moving out - Stoyen Tanev 
former owner of Delirdge Vacume and TV has finally been 
evicted and his junk show of a property is being cleaned 
up.    Through volunteer labor the trails and green space 
along Longfellow Creek have been restored and are 
being maintained to support broader use by residents.  
Through the Pro-Parks Levy and local activism, we have 
seen a number of parks and playgrounds improved - most 
notably Greg Davis Park & P-Patch and the Delridge 
Community Center playground.  Funds have been 
secured and community engagements have occurred as 
Delridge prepares for a skateboard park that will be built 
on the corner of Delridge and Genesse.  The Youngstown 
Cultural Arts Center has also risen as a community asset 
from the old Cooper School building.    The Delridge 
neighborhood has seen a few new local business emerge 
in he last two years.  Olympic Pizza, Bubbles coffee shop 
and Delridge Auto are providing more service options in 
the neighborhood.

I see more development of multi-family housing along 
the Delridge corridor.

I’ve only lived here full time for a few months.  I haven’t 
noticed many changes beyond the slow opening and 
closing of businesses and the fixing up and tearing down 
of houses.

Longfellow Creek trail was installed, many new 
restoration sites are under stewardship by volunteers.  
New housing along Delridge, lots of town houses.  
Cultural Arts Center completed, library and low income 
housing completions.

I was hired to open the Youngstown Cultural Arts 
Center.  Since we opened, there has been a great push 
of economic development activity, but it has also cost us 
much of our diversity.  I think Delridge is a model for for 
community leadership and grassroots change.

I’ve seen a surge of volunteerism in bettering our 
community. A new playground was just installed at the 
Delridge Comm. Center, work parties take place every 
Saturday to restore Longfellow Creek, and the Food 
Initiative group is working hard to have increased access 
to healthful foods in the Delridge Community.

Some really great development (High Point), and some 
really bad development (see Delridge Way). DNDA 
has accomplished great things in the neighborhood, 
and neighborhood services provided by the city have 
improved dramatically.

There has been significant improvement with new 
buildings and services, library and some parks 
improvements. The traffic is as busy as ever; look is much 
cleaner with fewer run-down buildings.

More local businesses to patronize.  More housing along 
Delridge.  More community-oriented buildings (library, 
DNDA buildings, etc.)

More (and better) community spaces - new library, 
enhancements to parks, wading pools, and community 
centers

much growth and housing development

The neighborhood is clean and I am no longer fearful of 
driving in the area. THe new housing projects make it a 
better place to work and live in.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Just moved here four months ago, but my impression 
of the neighborhood has become much more positive 
over the past ten years.  There has been a lot of new 
development such as the library, and it seems more 
diverse economically and less scary.

New library has been the best improvement.  Youngstown 
Center is most visible, but I don’t believe it delivers 
enough to the neighborhood.  It needs to offer more 
broadly appealing opportunities/services or if it already is 
doing so, needs to figure out a better way to announce/
market them.

Delridge is one of the most exciting and thriving 
neighborhoods in Seattle. Since I’ve been here (2001) I’ve 
seen the rebuilding/protection of Longellow Creek, and 
the construction of the Delridge Library and community 
services, the Cooper School/Condo complex, and the New 
Holly projects.  We have made great use of Pro Parks Levy 
funds to create even more open space than we already 
have, and we successfully applied for a grant from SDOT 
to have speed bumps put on our street. We have the 
fantastic Delridge Neighborhood Asso. to lobby on our 
behalf, and very active Blockwatches and Neighborhood 
councils.  I can’t think of a more progressive or better 
place to live in Seattle.

Delridge Community Center is serving the community 
well  Cooper School has become a residential and 
community center  South Seattle Community College has 
expanded in many ways  We have a Police precinct that 
can respond to emergencies much more efficiently  The 
bus routes have been adjusted to meet the needs of the 
community

West crest park is being developed.  SW Community 
Center and Delridge CC have been up graded  I would say 
very well

Crime definetly has decreased.Theres more friendly 
people.Lots of social groups that didnt exist before.

I have seen a lot of new townhouses/development in 
general spring up in the past 2 years that I have lived 
here.

Tremendous growth in townhomes.  Makes the 
neighborhood feel cleaner and newer!

Seattle West Precinct

More high density condo’s.

The real estate market has improved, with much new 
construction. New community facilities have been built. 
Median family income has increased.

The Delridge neighborhood has become a much better 
place for families.  There are better resources, nicer 
recreational areas and places for kids to go to showcase 
their artistic abilities.

Impressive! what a change in how it looks compared to 
10 years ago and it’s a good feeling for the community, 
empowering the people who live and work here.  At the 
same time welcoming new visitors each and every day 
to join Delridge in building their lives here. Proud to be a 
part of the Delridge neighborhood!

Delridge was one of the last low income neighborhoods 
to start to gentrify.  A number of community driven 
efforts have started to address this potentail change

Library - great addition!  More townhomes, better bus 
service.

Yes, please continue the good work and would love to see 
more business on Delridge Way.

The neighborhood has experience great growth.  Good 
thing is that most goals have been met as a result.  Bad 
part is that development has generally stopped.  More 
investment needs to be made to clean up abandoned 
buildings and local businesses.

I just moved to Delridge the library and parks seem to be 
clean and very improved hope to see more improvement 
in the future.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

delridge

Trails are great! Longfellow and West Duwamish 
Greenbelt trails are no longer garbage dumps, but 
useable and beautiful. There are more bicyclists in 
neighborhood now (sharrows, etc.) and I notice much 
less obvious daytime crime at Riverview playfield (we 
are almost in Delridge, almost in Highland Park, officially 
in neither). The presence of SW precinct (and the nice 
building itself) and, surprisingly, even Home Depot have 
greatly improved the Delridge/Morgan corner over Kmart 
and the Dollar store. The Delridge Library is quite nice and 
some of the townhomes in the corridor look good, but 
I am dumbfounded by the intended amount of density 
plus lack of ANY grocery store in the neighborhood; the 
first one after the West Seattle Bridge down the corridor 
is QFC 3 1/2 miles South. All the pedestrian focus is great, 
but not if we can only walk to gas stations. Two successful 
businesses at the Holden/16th corner have improved that 
area (Zippy’s and Java Hut) and increased community 
presence.

Very little change

Delridge has ‘cleaned’ up considerably. The Infrastructure 
is getting better also.

Wayyyyyy too many townhomes have been built along 
Delridge Way - I fear this increase in density is going to 
make traffic a problem with Delridge only one lane in 
each direction. Also, when school is in session, the traffic 
around what is currently the temporary home of Sealth 
High School (formerly Cleveland, Madison, West Seattle) 
is almost impossible to navigate

More owner occupied homes, street improvements, 
longfellow creek trail, greg davis park,

More development, more community involvement...High 
Point!

Yes

Yes, home prices have gone up significantly and it is not 
as “safe” as they said it was in 2000.  Also, there is no 
Kmart.

The neighborhood has changed from mostly rented 
homes to mostly townhouses.

Yes, folks are more against density planning.  We want 
our REAL neighborhoods back.

Yes, lots!  Greater density, overall gentrification, and 
some amazing improvement, notably the Youngstown 
Cultural Arts Center.

Lots of improvements to parks and walking trails.  I love 
that, the work parties bring community together, and 
walking in the parks     I enjoy “Delridge Days’ though I 
don’t know how long that has been going on.    THe new 
library and police station have been completed.

1) The Delridge neighborhood is seeing more and more 
people moving in as townhomes, apartments and 
condominiums are built.  The neighborhood appears 
to be gentrifying.    2) The Delridge Branch library is 
seeing increased use, and has become a hub of the 
neighborhood.    3) A new playground was built at the 
Delridge Community Center via a grant with KaBoom!

The density that was promised with the Urban Village 
has arrived, making the fight over the skate board park in 
2004 a farce - that green space at Ballard Commons was 
promised to off set the density and is much needed.

We have a new playground at the Delridge Playfield!

It appears that the neighborhood has improved and that 
some of the plans have been implemented. I moved 
into the neighborhood only three years ago. The only 
improvement I have seen was a recent new playground 
built at the Delridge Community Center.

The local playground has improved tremendously. We 
have also enjoyed a new restaurant moving into the 
neighborhood.

Not much lately, given the economy.  But we only blame 
the economy!

Since I moved in I’ve seen crime rise in terms of graffiti, 
car break-ins, etc.  There is also an abundance of 
unocupied homes that should be condemned/removed.  
In good news, a new playground went in at Andover/
Genessee, but that isn’t much use if you don’t have 
children.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

There has been a substantial increase in the number 
of housing units in the neighborhood, but not in the 
amenities.  For instance, we don’t have a post office 
substation or a place where one can buy stamps.  We 
do not have a food store within a reasonable bus ride or 
car trip.  Transportation to and from the Alaska Junction 
does not exist for people who cannot climb the hill to SW 
Avalon or to under SW Spokane St.  We do have a terrific 
library!

I feel that initiatives were taken in the past to address 
issues such as crime, blight and lack of community 
identity and that some progress has been made.  
However, it seems that these initiatives have stalled, 
and some of the gains that have been made are now in 
danger of being lost.  Crime is up, unused or improperly 
maintained homes are up, the roadway on Delridge is in 
need of repair... and transportation is still not consistent 
nor adequate to meet the needs of the area.

The neighborhood has certainly become more gentrified, 
but as a whole it still feels entirely ignored.  The roads are 
neglected.  The playgrounds are built and maintained by 
the residents instead of the city.  Bike paths are nearly 
non-existent.  There is no encouragement for local 
business to come and serve the community.

In the last 2 years that I’ve owned my home in Delridge, 
I’ve seen a mix of things happen.  At times I feel safer 
due to the changes, and at times less safe.  I am not a fan 
of the glut of townhomes that have gone up, but agree 
they previous structures needed to come down.  I would 
have preferred to see at least some the single family 
homes that were torn down replaced with other single 
family homes, not all townhomes/condos.  I have also 
seen crime increase in my neighborhood.  Not sure if it’s a 
result of downturning economy and people are resorting 
to drastic measures, or what’s it attributed to.  But there 
are times when I think about leaving because I just don’t 
know if I feel safe.

I have only been here since 2007, but I have heard from 
neighbors that Delridge has improved greatly over the 
last 10 years. I live near HighPoint, and I think this is a 
big improvement in the area of diversity--both racial and 
socioeconomical. I am concerned however, that Delridge 
has no “soul.” I noticed that the original plans left room 
for growth in creating new businesses in this area, 
and this is an area that seems sorely lacking. There is 
nothing to do in Delridge!! I am also alarmed at the large 
increase in townhouses...not that they are bad in and of 
themselves, but it seems that Delridge is just becoming 
a graveyard for townhouses. There is a lot of bad design 
in the townhouses, and they are so prevalent that there 
is no room for any other homes/businesses that can give 
the area more character. And I am concerned that with so 
many townhomes, there are obviously more people, and 
there are no businesses to support this growth...not even 
a grocery store.   There are also a lot of “run down” areas, 
although I can already see improvement in this area in 
the last 2 years.  I was greatly encouraged when reading 
through the plans written 10 year ago, as I noticed that 
many of them have taken place-- street lights, libraries, 
park improvements...this is great work. It seems that 
most things that were directly related to the city or public 
services have been addressed, but the goal of “a strong 
relationship between residential and commercial areas” 
seems like one area that has not improved. We need to 
ensure that townhomes do not become the only “face” 
of Delridge...people should be able to get a feel for the 
neighborhood by walking/driving by...what do we want 
people to know we’re about? We are very culturally 
diverse and I think we need some of the “nodes” to reflect 
this with businesses (shops, restaurants) for all the people 
that live here.  Thank you.

There seems to be more community involvement for the 
bettering of the neighborhood.  Vacant buildings/land 
are being identified and re-purposed.  Delridge has not 
always been known as being a great neighborhood to live 
in, I think we’re starting to prove that stigma wrong.

There seems to be a clean-up in housing, and more access 
to the trails.

There seems to be more people taking better care of their 
homes. Many more multi family dwellings built. Slight 
increase in neighborhood resources.

Yes -- new library, playground, work parties in the 
greenbelt.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

delridge

- We have grown in population, while the amount of 
transit allocated seems to have declined. Buses are often 
crowded and late, and there is no rail transit scheduled 
for this area (or indeed West Seattle) at all. This is a critical 
factor in making this a vibrant urban neighborhood. As 
it stands, this neighborhood is a driving neighborhood, 
and that’s not likely to change in the near future. A lack 
of retail also ensures that most of us will get in our cars to 
obtain goods.    - More/better parks, to the point where 
it’s questionable that there’s enough people using the 
parkland to justify the cost. Some parks (like those at SW 
Brandon/26th) sit idle almost all the time while almost 
everyone gravitates to the park at Delridge Playfield. 
It’s nice to have lots of beautiful maintained land, but 
what is the goal?    - More multi-family development, 
especially townhouses. This is a positive as many of 
these units replaced dilapidated buildings. Encouraging 
buyers rather than renters also makes the neighborhood 
better. However, there are still numerous rental houses 
and apartments operated by “slumlords” (enabling drug 
activity and causing valued community members to move 
elsewhere), and the quality of some townhouses prevents 
the neighborhood from looking more vibrant.

We have seen so much of our low income housing 
stock having been repleced by cookie cutter (some say 
ugly) rows of townhouses. These townhouses have a 
huge impact on the pricing of housing as well as not 
being very pleasant to look at. All you see on the street 
side are 6ft tall (higher in some places) fences.    Ther 
ehave bee nmany positive impacts as well including 
the new Youngstown Cultural Arts Center, a new food 
bank building, a new police precinct, a new library to 
omention few. But we still are not getting our fair share 
of investment for the future. The city of Seattle needs to 
remember that 20% of the population of the city lives on 
this side of the Duwamish river. Please treat us like we 
are 20% of the city. It is very frustrating to always have to 
fight to get what should naturally be sent our way the the 
city.

More housing infill, both SF and MF.

There seem to be many transient people roaming my 
neighborhood and living in the wooded areas.  There 
are camps along the stairways between Delridge 
and 21st SW.  There have been many break ins in the 
neighborhood since we moved here a year ago.

There has been a lot of redevelopment in the L2 zones 
which has brought in more owner occupied housing, a 
good thing overall versus the distant past.  Plenty of new 
Parks and trail improvements along Longfellow Creek.  
The Youngstown Cultural Arts Center is up and running, a 
very good thing.  There has been a little development in 
our numerous NC40 zones, but nearly all of it by public/
private non-profit partnerships such as low-income 
DNDA driven housing in conjunction with a new SPL.  
Economic development/job creation/business activity is 
nearly zilch.  This is a real problem that needs attention 
to create a more thriving neighborhood. There has been 
some improvement in pedestrian/vehicle infrastructure, 
but Delridge Way lacks a safe and pleasant street-scape.  
All the alleys are in deplorable gravel. dirt, dust and mud 
condition or are unopened and therefore not usable, 
creating yet more parked cars in front yards; on the 
planting strips, etc.  The alley situation has caused of 
many of the new L2 townhomes projects to not use the 
alley as part of their design/vehicle access and instead 
they are putting in curb-cuts on Delridge Way, which 
again is not helping with the street-scape.

Condos along Delridge way.  Longfellow creek legacy trail 
has been build.  Undeveloped lots are getting built on.

Most of the houses and single-story duplexes have been 
demolished and replaced with three-story townhouses.  
Vacant land available for building sites has been densely 
developed with three-story townhouses or mid-rise 
condos.  What was once wide-open space is now densely 
compacted.  Neighborhood character or conformity with 
existing structures was not considered by developers.  
Their main objective was to maximize their profits.       My 
street is lined with rows of townhouses that dwarf the 
few remaining single-family homes.  Street parking is 
difficult to find since the townhome owners do not use 
their garages; but, instead take up most of the street 
parking.  Homes that once had adequate sunlight 
and ample open spaces between them and adjacent 
properties are now shaded and closed-in by townhouses 
that tower over them just a few feet any.  Privacy has 
been compromised since the closeness of dwellings 
allow neighbors to look into others windows, yards, and 
doorways.  Because of the nearness, intrusive noise is 
projected onto the adjacent property by conversation 
and activity of ones neighbor.  City skyline and territorial 
views have been replaced with townhouse exterior walls.      
The remaining owners of single family homes have stated 
that they would like to move any from the neighborhood 
if they could afford to do so.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Longfellow Creek Trail and other greenbelts sometimes 
littered, grafitti, drug dealing ...  Good parks and 
playgrounds.

DNDA did a wonderful job transforming the delridge 
corridor. the high-density development and the parks 
improvement/addition are promising. the area around 
the new library is especially well done.     several things 
i would like to see:   1). daylight the last stretch of long 
fellow creek  2). plant more trees along the delridge 
corridor  3). redevelop the old madison middle school (a 
potential high-density mixed-use area)  4). implement 
guidelines to mandate front street presense for all 
townhouses  5). encourage more mixed-use (retail on 
first floor, residential above) near the library. it’s close 
to the city and convenient for commuters  6). enhance 
pedestrian experiences, esp. the east-west connections

There has been a lot of development of new housing, 
both single and multi family.  We have a Home Depot 
store and Police Station where before there were empty 
buildings and a large vacant lot.  Our parks have seen 
improvement in upkeep, playground facilities and we 
have the Youngstown Cultural Ctr.  The Delridge library 
is beautiful, we have P-patches and a lovely path along 
Longfellow Creek.  However, we still don’t have a 
neighborhood grocery store, coffee shop, or other shops 
people could access by foot or bicycle.  most people 
are still forced to get in their cars and drive to these 
kinds of services, some take the bus.  Given the greater 
populatrion density the Mayor has achieved and hopes 
to further and all the talk of getting people out of their 
cars, it really doesn’t mean much when the nearest basic 
services are not within a reasonable walking distance.

Several new parks have been built within walking 
distance from my house; Old, decrepid housing has 
been replaced with new townhomes on Delridge Way; 
overgrown alley ways have been cleaned out for public 
access.

completion of Longfellow creek trail - that’s great!!    We 
have a North Delridge Neighborhood Council now.    two 
new parks - Greg Davis and Cottage Grove  An adopt-
a-street effort by at least 3 organizations  Youngstown 
Community Center opened

Yes the neighborhood has changed in the last 10 years. 
There seems to be more gang and or drug activity in 
particular along Delridge Way. It seems that there have 
also been some issues with prostitution in the area.   I 
beleive the neighborhood has gotten worse not better.   I 
am also very much against DNDA purchasing properties 
and turning them into low income housing. We have 
enough low income housing in this area.   We are in dire 
need of a grocery store ( a real one! ) not the corner beer 
buying type of stores of which there are three of within a 
2 block radius.    I will say that I am pleased with the new 
library, and the park improvements to the Greg Davis 
and Cottage Grove Parks.   I am disappointed in the play 
ground equipment. It is sparse and not friendly towards 
the smaller kids.   Also what happened to regular old 
swing sets and slides and forts   A water park feature for 
hot weather would have been fun and perfect for this 
space.

I think our neighborhood is improving dramatically. Our 
neighbors are getting more involved (in a large part 
thanks to great new neighbors & e-mail). The HighPoint 
rebuild has helped enormously w/ cutting back on 
speeders & some marginal characters in the area. Still 
some issues w/ sex & drugs in the bushes/Longellow 
creek.

More litter cleanups, nicer parks, less abandoned-looking 
places, new/DNDA properties, more volunteers in park 
improvement.

N. end Longfellow Creek has changed from dirty 
overgrown questionably safe to a wonderful park. Allstar 
Fitness has been a good influence with people engaging 
in healthy activities. Townhouses have brought urbane 
population. But also less green lawns, trees, open 
lots. Not many children in the neighborhood anymore 
not that there ever were many. Not as much wildlife: 
birds, racoons, heron, maybe this is wrong perception 
as we see eagles now and didn’t used to. Highpoint! 
YoungstownCAC, Library, police precinct, Greg Davis 
Park, all GREAT.  We decided to stay here as a result and 
remodeled the house.

* There has been a lot of ‘residential’ development, 
especially townhouses. Most townhome designs are 
nice, but there are some bad ones that don’t make the 
neighborhood look good.  * There hasn’t been any retail 
development unfortunately, such as a grocery store.
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In the two years I have been here, one restaurant opened 
on Delridge, the community built a new playground at 
Delridge Park, and several townhomes were built.

I’ve noticed a lot new infrastructure -- the new library, the 
new playground, etc. I’m also excited about the food co-
op idea for Delridge.

Lots of home remodeling going on.  Some of the green 
spaces have been cleaned up.  Talk of getting rid of the 
used goods business on the corner.  High Point has been 
mostly completed and Snake Hill got sidewalks.  We also 
got a traffic circle on 25th and Findlay.

Many new town homes and apartments. Improvements 
to greenspace (Longfellow Creek). More young families 
with children.

The neighborhood has become more dense with the 
townhouse boom along the Delridge corridor.  This has 
brought what appears to be an increase in home owners, 
but at the same time, we also know families who have 
moved away when they could no afford rising rents, or 
when rental owners decided to sell the homes which 
they had rented long-term, or sold the property for 
townhome development.      There is excitement around 
the recreational, arts, and educational opportunities 
which are improving with the now open Youngstown 
Cultural Arts Center, the playground upgrade at the 
Delridge Community Center, and the upcoming Delridge 
Skatepark.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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New home construction is the major positive in this area.

The library, community center, and Youngstown are well-used and a great resource for 
the neighborhood.

I’m pleased about the amount of public transportation available but there is room for 
improvement:  namely a Delridge connection to either the Admiral or Alaska junctions 
and also Delridge - the street itself -- is in BAD shape - repaving is sorely needed.

Longfellow creek is the best!

The improvements in public facilities, parks and transportation are greatly used by the 
community

I think the community has done a good job with new housing developments, integrating 
them into the area without destroying open space.

Delridge has a great police presence  I love the parks and open space  Great public 
facilities

more diverse than the north seattle

It’s great to see the new community center and library being used.

Great work on the G. Davis Park

Enjoy the new development and buildings as well as coffee shops and restaurants.

The parks are so well kept and clean they are great.   The new library is great.

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• Youngstown Cultural Arts 
Center
• Food Initiative
• diversity
• fitness center off the 
main road
• Artistic and cultural 
facilities
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I enjoy my neighborhood, Pigeon Point.  The community 
centers and library are great.  I like that the Duwamish 
greenbelt is being preserved; I would like to have more 
preservation of undeveloped property in the area

Love the new libraries, & highpoint is such an 
improvement! I like that they are ‘building green’. I like 
that some eyesores in the neighborhood come up for 
sal,e & are torn down so something better is built, & 
more homeownership (which equals neighborhood 
involvement) taking place. I like our new parks, tho not 
entirely sure I feel safe walking around there at night...

Great parks and arts resources.

I enjoy the library as well as the parks and the Longfellow 
creek trail.  I was thrilled to see the community come 
together and build the play structure near the wading 
pool on Delridge.

Love the new library!

Having parks and a library within walking distance is 
great.  Bus service is also great.

Love the library, wading pool, playground

Greg Davis Park, Longfellow Creek, Camp Long, Delridge 
Library, Youngstown, new playground and Delridge 
community center are all fabulous!

Neighborhood council activity, neighborhood projects 
including rebuilding the Delridge Community Center 
playground. North-south transportation is good.

Feels like there’s investments being made, based on 
building community as a priority.  It’s rejuvinating to see 
so many kids and families using these areas.

Really like the new parks, open space, and community 
facilities in High Point.   New library

The Delridge library is great!

I’d like more businesses along Delridge -- a grocery store 
would be great.

I am not pleased about any of the changes.

Enjoy our neighbors a lot. They are tolerant, diverse and 
politically aware. Its a good place to raise kids. Too bad 
there aren’t more of them.

Connection to downtown is excellent. The Delridge 
Library is outstanding. The Delridge Community Center is 
welcoming, useful, and relevant.

Long Fellow Creek

The new library and NSC next to BAllard Commons is 
wonderful and opens up the main downtown area.

Greenwood Park is a work in progress, but it’s doing 
well. And though I’m concerned about losing Greenwood 
Market to the Fred Meyer buildout, the plans we’ve seen 
don’t entirely suck.

We enjoyed the new playground project at the Delridge 
Community Center, and would be interested in 
participating in other future improvement projects.

The Parks have done a great job of maintaining and 
upgrading existing open space via levy’s and community 
funds.

The investment in Cottage Grove Park and the 
improvements to the play opportunities at Delridge 
Community Center are great.  Camp Long continues 
to be a Seattle jewel.  The Youngstown Cultural Arts 
Center brings a variety of opportunities to residents 
of Delridge and beyond, as well as providing a hub for 
community organizations and arts groups.  Camp Long 
and the Longfellow Creek Legacy Trail are wonderful 
assets for families and schools--for recreation, fitness and 
education.

Police presence in the neighborhood has made a 
difference to the saftey level in the ‘hood, but I still find 
that the interfacing with the residents and community 
could be improved.

I love the neighbors and the community centers.  It is 
most impressive to see what can be done by individuals.

The Cooper School restoration is wonderful.

The new library and changes to the park are wonderful.

The new housing that has replaced the former is 
a vast improvement in appearance and inegrity of 
construction.  It’s nice to see “green” housing come to the 
neighborhood.

Great library, community center and Youngstown Cultural 
Arts Center
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we lost a kmart, and while there is shopping at nearby 
westwood, delridge could use more investment in local 
shops (like the tea shop)

There are few abandoned buildings.  However, the other 
side of that is there is less affordable housing and more 
cheap condos.

I like that community centers and parks are being 
improved and cleaned up.  It’s the best place to start.

There seems to be a fair amount of investment in parks, 
which is great. Seems safer than when I moved here.

the new park land and open spaces are great ammenities 
but when they have public safety issues it is hard to feel 
god about htem. We have a new library that you can buy 
drugs on your way in to the library to get your books.

Preserving the parks, open space (greenbelts) because 
there is a lot of wildlife still in the area.

DNDA has done a great job in housing and other 
developments

very affordable housing. creates a diverse population - 
which other neighborhoods just don’t have.

see the previous page

I really enjoy the Longfellow Creek trails!

Longfellow Creek and legacy trail is wonderful.
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other things respondents 
are dissatisfied about:

• Teenage Gang problems
• there is no grocery store, or 
other necessary businesses
• Trash on the street
• public elementary school in 
neighborhood
• old, run-down buildings
• Pedestrian mobility and safety
• gang activity
• lack of a grocery store
• sidewalks
• Trash on the street and 
sidewalks
• Road quality
• The condition of Delridge Way 
itself.
• transient problem, 
overdevelopment
• no grocery store within walking 
distance
• Abadnoned homes
• Delapidated and rundown lots/
houses

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,
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buildings
(new and
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other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?

80

0

20

40

60

We are sorely lacking in transportation options, and there simply is no retail 
business district.

The area of Delridge and Andover has potential to become a small urban village, 
that can include apartments/condos, some restaurants and a grocery store. I notice 
that there are a lot of parking lots around 26th ave sw and Andover that are not 
really used. These could use some development.

There has been almost no business development in Delridge at all.  There is still 
no grocery store, no pharmacy, no bank: none of the businesses that are crucial to 
daily business in a neighborhood.  Transportation to the nearest neighborhoods 
with those services is lengthy and difficult.  There is no direct transportation up to 
35th Ave. SW.

From Andover to Thistle there is no grocery store or restaurant.  I like the idea of 
developing the old Louisa Boren site into such a place.  We do have the SW precinct 
close, but it seems like I can hear too much siren noise on Delridge - drug dealers 
are around, petty theft, litter etc

Need more open space and more retail (grocery)

There are some real problems with the quality of housing that was allowed to be 
built making a constant flow of transient home owners and renters. Despite the 
Police station the Delridge Way corridor is not a safe place to walk or ride bikes at 
night.

Safety continues to be a problem despite the addition of the West Seattle police 
HQ.   Responses are fast, but theft, drug-related activity is still high.
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I appreciate the speed of frequency of the Metro 120 
route to downtown, but I wish there were direct transit 
options from delridge to other parts of West Seattle and 
1st Ave South. (It would be nice to not have to drive to get 
everywhere)    I hate the junky yard sale business next to my 
home.   I wish there were more restaurant and grocery-type 
store options closer to Delridge.

There are a lot of people that drive through on a daily basis, 
but with our lack of community amenaties, we loose their 
business.  Plus residents with out cars, have a very difficult 
time purchasing necessities

lack of pedestrian activities

Transportation along Delridge needs to be addressed and 
treated as a major thoroughfare - what about a light rail 
system?  What is going to be done with the (abandoned) 
school buildings when Chief Sealth High School moves back 
into its new facilities?

TOO MANY TOWNHOUSES and no businesses. We 
obviously have an influx of people living in these 
townhomes, but people cannot walk to a grocery store, 
drug store, etc. Not sure why this is? We need to work on 
this.

I would definitely like to see some more businesses in the 
neighborhood, and some sort of supermarket within the 
neighborhood. I enjoy the new restaurants and coffee 
shops.

Delridge has so much potential could be even better than 
Ballard but it needs a grocery store and stores within 
walking distance. The city should make it a requirement for 
builders to include a grocery store or retail space in there 
designs as well as visually neighborhood friendly designs. 
NO big ugly buildings!  The sidewalks could use some 
beautification and cleanup (plant trees and plants). The 
Sealth High School looks like a dump and should be redone 
or beautified.

I think we have a fair police response in my neighborhood, 
but regularly read, or hear of burglaries and car prowls in 
the area. I am concerned that some of the green space, 
along the area of 21st SW and Andover, is up for sale, 
and would like to see more protection by the city for the 
existing green spaces.

Concern about a business on Delridge reputed to be a 
‘fence’. Abandoned houses in the area seem to be taken 
over by criminal activity/squatters. We have had a lot 
of drug activity in some of the Section 8 houses, so I 
wish landlords were more stringent on their screening, 
or staying involved w/ their homes  in the area.  we 
do not have enough bus service, since lower income 
neighborhood should have more, not less. There’s only 1 
an hour at night on Delridge, & my stiop was just cut out 
entirely.

There is a serious lack of a business district.

I really wish that some of the single family homes 
that were torn down were replaced with new single 
family homes, not all townhomes or condos.  I think 
the townhomes bring too many people, and make the 
neighborhood too dense.  Much prefer single family 
homes to condos and townhouses.

I see the plan has been to encourage mixed use buildings 
on Delridge.  Still, we have no market serving fresh foods, 
only one restaurant with tables, and no good shops.  With 
the highest diabetes rate in Seattle, the City needs to 
take proactive steps to encourage more good market and 
restaurant choices in Delridge.  Also, there are too many 
abandoned, run down, homes.

would like more commercial space.

We need more community businesses like grocery stores 
(most important), restaurants, etc.

We really need a grocery store within walking distance!  I 
also wish there were a neighborhood elementary for our 
future children to attend.

We need better public transit from Delridge to other 
parts of West Seattle. It is difficult to get anywhere but 
downtown by bus because there are no buses that run 
east/west, up the hills, like Genesee Street.

It would be great to have more local restaurants and 
shops.

We need a grocery store

no grocery store; poor access to other parts of West 
Seattle.
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The businesses and stores we need for affordable healthy 
food are not in existence.  Not liking some of the designs 
of the new townhouses and their density.  Would prefer 
height over multiple duplexes.

We need curbs!  We also need to address the drainage 
issues and walkability issues.  There isn’t  place to walk to 
and buy healthy food...very excited about the possibility 
of a coop.  Lastly, our elementary school choices here in 
Delridge don’t come close to the quality of many of the 
north-end schools.  West Seattle Elementary is a joke, 
Sanislo is crowded and messy, Cooper is closing, and 
I don’t know much about Roxhill.  Why can’t we have 
teacher and administrator quality like the one you find at 
Bryant or John Stanford or Schmitz Park?

If I could, I would walk to businesses on Delridge, to eat, 
buy groceries, other goods.  RIght now, there aren’t a lot 
of places to do that.    I am always also concerned about 
my safety when I am walking.  There are so many streets 
in my nieghborhood that do not have sidewalks.  and, the 
speed ‘humps’ do not do much to slow people down.

East-west transportation is impractical and barely 
existent.    Multi-family development disregards 
neighborhood feeling...cuts units off from the 
neighborhood. No urban centers.     Maintance 
of hill climbs and median plantings is negligible.    
“Concentrated activity” only at Delridge & Genesee. 
No central focus like a junction with various daily 
businesses like bank, grocery, other shopping. Business 
are scattered, disconnected, and provide no focus for 
the neighborhood.     Chronically bad landlords operate 
without check.    Entrenched crime houses...neighbors are 
actually required to become police themselves at their 
own risk to document activity but still getting focused 
help to clean up the activity is rarely successful.

Makes you feel less safe near them

the roads are in very bad need of repair

Crossing Delridge Way on foot is a life-risk.  To many 
side-streets lack sidewalks, curbs or any sense of decent 
street-scape/built environment so the look and feel of the 
neighborhood is in many locations really shoddy looking.

I wish the quality of the new construction was higher.

Junky houses and yards still remain. No attempt to have 
them cleaned up. I have seen rats in the yard of the 4800 
block.

Although there is a lot of green space, most of it is not 
maintained or accessible.  I would like to see a portion of 
the greenbelts become more like Lincoln Park or Seward 
Park, instead of dense, overgrown places with no paths 
or benches.    The lack of a healthy business district is 
a significant problem.  There are no businesses within 
walking distance of my house, and the nearest grocery 
store is several miles away (Westwood V.)  I would like the 
City to provide some incentives for businesses, perhaps 
similiar to what was done in Columbia City (which 
included facade improvement and other loans or grants).       
Bus service could also be improved.  I’d like to see express 
bus service to downtown, for starters.

I’d like to see DNDA or another responsible developer 
do something with the old Boren school after the SPS 
is through using it for transitioning schools into thier 
new buildings.    With the West Seattle bridge under 
constuction, our chance at Monorail/mass transit gone, 
and the ever looming threat of Hwy 99 disappearing, I’m 
always concerned about transportation in/out of West 
Seattle by car and bus.

Lack of grocery store. Lack of help from police, 
abandoned homes, junk in yards

No new bus routes, stores, or services in my immediate 
area to accomodate explosive development.  Over 
development has destroyed the neighborhood character.  
Vandalism has increased and unfamiliar groups wander 
the neighborhood at night.  Dramatic increase in foot, 
vehicle traffic, and litter.

seeing a lot of gang related graffitii lately. Don’t feel 
100% comfortable with my teenager to and from Metro 
on Delridge. Vacant decrepit houses a concern.

Delridge needs a decent grocery store.  Also, there have 
been two major bike commute accidents in the past week 
- a bike lane would be a good idea.

Transportation (bus) has been stagnant, if not reduced 
in the last ten years.  No direct East-West service within 
West Seattle or over to Beacon Hill.  Not much change 
business-wise, either.

East-west connections are still awkward and difficult (i.e. 
a quick bus trip to the Alaska Junction). Delridge Way is 
very pedestrian unfriendly. Cars are very unlikely to stop 
for pedestrians at an intersection -- even a mother with a 
child in a stroller halfway across the street!
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Abandoned houses

I would like to see more buses that go directly up to West 
Seattle from Delridge Way, not just the 120 to downtown.  
Would like more grocery stores and restaurants in the 
area.  Would like to see the convenience stores along 
Delridge Way cleaned up and some businesses gotten rid 
of - particularly the swap meet/yard sale going on across 
from Super Store 24

I really wish they would consider Delridge and the greater 
West Seattle area for mass transit like light rail.  The 
buses do not cut it.  Maybe even include water taxi shuttle 
service in delridge or a shuttle to west seattle junction. 
Safety is one of my prime concerns per my previous 
comments on the overall neighborhood.  In my short 
time living here there have been multiple shootings and 
lots of smaller crimes such as graffiti, car break-ins, and 
prowlers.  I bought a home and really hope the situation 
gets better.  It would be great to have more restaurants/
shops in walking distance as well.  There is a business 
office space at the corner of andover & delridge that is 
not utilized - we need to attract businesses to this area.

THE QUALITY OF DELRIDGE’S PAVING IS AWFUL! CARS 
SWERVE TO MISS POTHOLES ONLY TO PUT CYCLISTS 
AT RISK OF BEING HIT - VERY UNSAFE; there are no 
public transportation options for N. Delridge folks to get 
to the Junction; there isn’t an active business district, 
nothing that attracts people to hang around after dark 
which then contributes to a concern for safety at night

There is no real business district. Delirdge is dotted with 
businesses of varying quality, but nothing enough to draw 
people to walk from their homes.

Road conditions are very poor, especially around Sanislo 
Elementary.  Business growth has been very limited.  I 
would like to see more restaurants and local businesses, 
and fewer convenience stores and thrift shops.

While the population has grown, additional busing has 
not been added. Also, all of the townhomes with non 
usuable parking had all been built by the time the city 
came out with   additional guidelines on design.

Could the person who allwoed previous residents of 
my block to “vote” on whether we get sidewalks please 
stop by my house for a complimentary smack upside the 
head? Seriously, infrastructure ain’t a democracy issue. 
Pour the damned concrete already.

There is a lack of businesses such as a grocery store, and 
other food related options such as restaurants.     We 
also do not appreciate the trash in the streets or on the 
sidewalks.

Some of the looks of new townhouse buildings do not 
conform with the neighborhood (colors, fences, etc...)

Transportation:  I continued to be very frustrated by the 
lack of practical public transportation options linking 
Delridge to the rest of West Seattle.  Owning a car 
becomes a necessity to quickly get to business centers 
and grocery stores in a timely manner.  It takes 2 busses 
to reach the California Ave business area, and 2 busses 
to reach an acceptable grocery store with a variety of 
healthy produce.    The increased density along Delridge 
needs to be managed with an eye to transportation, as 
well.  More and more people are parking along the street, 
and traffic is increasing during the morning and evening 
commute hours.    Business District:  There is NO real 
business district in Delridge:  there are a handful of cafes/
restaurants within a mile of the WS Bridge, several mini-
marts scattered along the length of Delridge Wy, and 
a few auto-service oriented businesses, but no decent 
places to buy groceries.      Safety:  The dilapidated and 
vacant homes in the area are also an ongoing problem, 
which looks like it is beginning to be addressed, but still 
has a long way to come.  Crumbling, vacant buildings 
and unscrupulous landlords are encouraging vagrants, 
drug-dealing, and vandalism in our neighborhoods.  
Since the Delridge Library opened, it still struggles with 
suspicious and illegal activity outside its doors, making 
it sometimes a less-than optimal resource for neighbors.  
The ongoing issue with the second-hand store at Delridge 
and Brandon also contributes to public concern.  The 
is a mild concern about reported gang activity, but the 
police seem to be taking this very seriously.  Speeding on 
residential streets and lack of sidewalks throughout much 
of the area also continue to be a big concern for myself 
and other folks with children.  All this said, I very much 
appreciate the efforts of the community police team 
at the SW precinct.      Buildings:  See above mentioned 
issues with vacant, “problem” properties.  Also, would like 
to make sure that the town home boom along Delridge is 
managed with an eye to building community rather than 
eye-sores, and taking transportation/traffic issues into 
account.

The roads in the neighborhood, are in horrid condition.  
Having lived in Ballard, worked downtown, the CD, and in 
wallingford, there is no doubt that funds and priorities are 
certainly not in Delridge.
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Having a grocery store within a walkable area would be 
really helpful for the neighborhood.

Roads are all horrible with large pot holes forming 
overnight causing terrible road noise.  Abandoned 
buildings attract bad activity that leads to tagging on 
nearby properties.  The local vac shop is a known fencing 
operation with multiple violations yet the city still can’t 
seem to shut them down.  All investment seems to be 
focused on two areas when the streets all need general 
maintenance and clean up work.

There needs to be a full service grocery store in the area 
besides just the gas station stores along Delridge that will 
allow lower priced good quality merchandise.

The lack of a neighborhood downtown is frustrating.  I 
think the Delridge Produce Cooperative is a nice step, and 
I plan to volunteer with them.  What we really need is for 
Delridge/Brandon to be revitalized.  I believe this has to 
start with reworking traffic flow.  Widen sidewalks, add a 
median, reduce the speed limit.  Then provide incentives 
for a few good businesses to start up.  With some new 
commercial development, it could turn into a great area 
for the community

Delridge street needs to be repaved.  It was not designed 
for the way it is being used. The center section of the road 
is failing

There is not an easy way to take the bus from Delridge 
up to the Alaska Junction in West Seattle.  There are no 
grocery stores along Delridge- you either have to go to 
Westwood Village, White Center, or up to California Ave. 
in West Seattle.

While safety has improved there’s still room for 
improvement.  There are still activities in our parks that 
are better left to seedy motel rooms if you know what I 
mean

New L2 zoned townhomes are not using alleys in their 
design because the alleys are unimproved and the cost 
of bringing them up to current standards is we are told, 
cost prohibitive.     We need decent private business 
development for locals to work at!

No easy transportation connection to West Seattle 
proper.

this area is just so busy with traffic- can hardly cross the 
street (except at the light) and safety is concern because 
of this.   some nice green space, but definitely need 
much more incl. pedestrian-friendly boulevards and even 
sidewalk(missing on one side near holden going up to 
16th)

I do not feel safe entering the parks and wooded spaces 
developed by the city because of the MANY transient 
people living/camping there.  They are not friendly when 
they see people.

People in the Delridge corridor without cars, still do 
NOT have easy access to groceries, to supplies and 
other staples.  There is less affordable housing and more 
cheap condos, as many of the apartments have been 
“converted” to luxury condos.

Streets need to be widened if bikers are going be able to 
travel safely along them.  “Sharrows” haven’t changed 
much.  Just new paint on the ground to be ignored.  Our 
Metro bus lines seem to have gotten more restrictive as 
the years have gone by.  10-15 years ago, West Seattle 
was a great place to live with bus lines going everywhere.  
Now it’s hard to get from one place to another (even 
within West Seattle/Delridge!).  It’s been gradual, but it’s 
disappointing.

We REALLY need a bus that goes from North Delridge to 
the juction. Very disappointed that the propsed route 50 
didn’t get approved. The lack of a grocery store is kind of 
amazing given the density of grocery stores in other parts 
of West Seattle. Also would love to see more stores and 
restaurants.

We need more local services for our growing community.  
More specifically, we need a grocery store (preferably a 
natural foods store).

We have to get into a car to get groceries, there is not 
one grocery store in the neighborhood. You cannot 
buy a vegetable in Delridge. I am frustrated that there 
isn’t a direct bus to the airport. We live so close to it, 
and yet cannot easily get there by public transport. 
I am concerned about long-term quality of some of 
the townhouses being built in the area; some don’t 
have any tree space allowed for and seem crammed 
in, not thoughtfully planned. I can’t imagine that they 
won’t be somewhat derelict in 10 years. By contrast, 
the townhomes built both in High Point (yay for the 
landscaping!!) and at Holden and 11th add to the quality 
of the neighborhood in their good design.
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Only 1 bus route that is always crowded running along 
Delridge.

We have no business district - unless you consider a 
used tire store and pizza restaurant a business district. 
We need a grocery store! The nearest one is QFC - about 
three miles away and almost impossible to access by bus 
without transfering. Same for the Safeway.

What about transportation after you took the monorail 
away from West Seattle. What transportation choices do 
we have now? AND do not say Rapdi Ride since that is a 
farce in any meaning of the word that will actually help 
transportation into or out of the peninsula. Let’s have a 
frank discussion about how we will get about. No light 
rail, no trolley lines nothing but Rapdi Ride that will sit in 
traffic like buses do now.

1) Safety- since living here (2005) I have noted several 
gunshot incidencts (where I have heard gun shots fired 
late at night- maybe twice a year, but that is too many). 
Also, the first year here, I was intimidated by a group in 
a car while I was at my mailbox.  2) Illegal Dumping!! Is 
horrible! I have reported illegal dumping so many times I 
can’t keep count.   3) The best grocery store with quality 
food (but high prices) I have to drive to...it would be ideal 
to have a quailty food store with in walking distance. Like 
the plan to have a grocers at Highpoint neighborhood- 
that would have been brilliant. I think it is ridiculous to 
have 3 grocery stores in 1 neighborhood (the Junction) 
where the plan is to have Safeway, QFC & Wholefoods. 
I still have to drive there. Plus, what is the point?  4) 
I have never eaten at an establishment in Delridge 
neighborhood. Honestly, I tend not to stop on Delridge. 
A friend was harassed at a convenience store once- most 
likely because of her ethnicity (asian).

the 5800 - 6500 block of Delridge is very unsafe. I always 
read about shootings, theft, etc. I don’t even want to 
drive on Delridge - it also gets very congested. Perhaps 
having an express bus (120 or 125) would prove effective.

Too many abandoned houses in North Delridge.

see the previous page  WE NEED A GROCERY STORE 
FOR THIS AREA A REAL ONE

public drug use, crime, gunshots

The lack of a retail core.

Please add more of a business district on Delridge Way.

The amount of rundown, trash-filled, and/or vacant lots/
houses/garages marr and otherwise nice and upcoming 
neighborhood.

I have been burgled several times in the last 2 years. 
Multiple car prowls, and my garage was broken into last 
year.

Lack of direct bus/transit service to areas of the city 
other than downtown, such as Fremont, So Lk Union or  
U-district. Vacant/rundown structures. Localized crime.

Frequently lights are out on Delridge Way, not corrected 
until a resident calls in.  (street lights)  Traffic pattern and 
speeding is ridiculous,no bike lane  Business on Delrdige 
way sw, mainly gas stations, very few others

I am displeased with the 125 bus. It is ridiculous to have 
that bus be the only one that runs past my house.  It runs 
about every 25 minutes, in any sort if “bad” weather it 
does not show up, and currently, there isn’t a 125 to even 
take me downtown because of construction up the road.  
There IS, mind you, a 125 still going to the college.  I also 
do not feel safe in a lot of the areas in Delridge/White 
Center.  There are a lot of run-down homes/apartments 
with trash sitting out by the curb.  On my street alone, 
there are homes with at least 5+ cars in their driveways 
at all times.  It really brings down the area and is 
depreciating my home value (which has already dropped 
by $40,000).  There needs to be better transit (125) and a 
rule on the amount of cars allowed to be in front of ones 
home for more than 5 days.

Police response is horrible, high crime, shady characters. 
Run-down homes, garbage strewn across the streets, 
reminds me of South Central Los Angeles in some parts 
along Delridge.
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The development of our open space network 
seems to have a lot of energy and progress 
behind it.  The development of “”nodes of 
concentrated activity”” seems incredibly 
sluggish.  We are so lucky to have wonderful, 
growing recreational and cultural opportunities 
through the Delridge Community Center and 
Youngstown Cultural Arts center.  However, 
business or mixed use nodes along Delridge are 
pretty much non-existent.  The only example I 
can think of is the DNDA-owned property at the 
library, and the retail portion of that building has 
not succeeded.

“”Complete and improve the open space network 
in Delridge”” -- pretty good 
“”Develop neighborhood nodes of concentrated 
activity”” -- somewhat started but very 
incomplete 
Some incomplete items from the plan: 
No bicycle lanes 
No HOV lane northbound on Delridge 
Median plantings not maintained 
No transit or commons at “”K-Mart”” (Delridge 
and Sylvan/Cloverdale)

The retail/restaurant options in Delridge are 
dismal.  Except for a couple coffee shops, 
mini-marts, fast food and a pizza place, there 
is nothing serving this large community.  We 
desperately need a good supermarket and more 
restaurants/shops.

open space development has happened, nodes of 
activity -somewhat

I really enjoy the nature trails that have been 
cleared and maintained in the neighborhood.  I 
like that my health club is within walking distance 
but would like to be better connected to west 
seattle through direct bus routes from Delridge 
Way.

No thought was given to existing neighbors 
when new development was permitted.  No new 
accomodations for new development.

I’d like more action on abandoned/vacant 
housing/buildings in the area.  We’re off to an 
excellent start!

after all of the low hanging fruit was picked the city took its 
resources and abandoned Delridge. It if were not for some very 
actively involved citizens a lot of what has been accomplished in 
the last 3 or 4 years would not have happened. The city needs to 
come back to this side of the Duwamish river and re-engage with 
the ciitizens and give us real services and solutions to our issues.

Both of the Neighborhood Plan initiatives involve integration 
with business interests - of which there are virtually none in this 
corridor. There has been virtually no mixed-use development, 
and virtually no growth in commercial presence that is visible to 
residents. It is likely that lack of transit options contributes to this.

The park and community center strategies have been achieved, 
but the economic development strategy has not been achieved 
(section 3.4).

Since we have only lived in Delridge two and a half years, it is 
hard to judge how effectively the plan has been followed and 
executed.

Not safe.  Public and green space is nice but drug users and 
vagrants use it is a refuge making it unsafe for my family.  In that 
case it is not worth having until we clean it up.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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How well are your Neighborhood Plan vision and 
key strategies being achieved?
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I think “”Complete and improve the open space network 
in Delridge”” has been done well.  However, “”Develop 
neighborhood nodes of concentrated activity with 
mixed use commercial and residential developments, 
pedestrian and transit orientations along Delridge Way 
in the north at Andover, in the center between Brandon 
and Juneau, and in the south at K-Mart”” has really been 
lacking.  While residential developments are in evidence, 
commercial developments are almost non-existent.  In 
addition, transportation nodes are extremely limited, and 
do not efficiently get residents where they need to go.

Our goal of developing the k-mart area is doing great 
with the police station and Home Depot.  The goal of 
development in the Andover region seems to be coming 
along with business space.  Time to start expanding these 
goals.

The “”nodes of activities”” idea needs expanding, at least 
the types of activities. Right now the library area, the 
Youngstown area and the SW precinct area are improved 
greatly over a decade ago, but they are each still sort of 
a “”one-task/use/activity”” destination. I see the need 
for small restaurants/coffee shops near the Youngstown 
Center and the library, and a grocery, farmer’s market, 
and other community-oriented ammenities between the 
library area and SW Morgan/Sw Precinct.

The neighborhood still needs more quality, affordable 
residential supply. Business district 
 is underdveloped.

I have concerns about speed enforcement on Delridge 
Way SW and pedestrian issues

complete and improve the open space network seems to 
continue to move forward

Many of the suggested business nodes are not 
materialinzing as we had hoped.

besides those mentioned, the new Food and Fitness 
initiative is a good albeit modest investment; again more 
greenspace and walker/bicyclist friendly areas would help 
make it livable vs. a main drag (on the order of aurora). 
spruce up the lawns?(may be hard due to being personal 
property, but this is really sore on the eyes!)

Connecting open spaces is going quite well. Creating 
concentrated nodes of activity just hasn’t happened. At 
all.

Much of the plan has been realized, but the business 
district needs more attention.

Community centers, library, and Cooper School updates 
completed.

Delridge Way is an ugly stretch of street without safe 
pedestrian passage, no bike lane.  It needs to be turned 
into a Boulevard with the center lane turned into a tree 
lined stripe of green!

The neighborhood node concept may need some 
adjustment, as it does not seem to be working.

The investments so far, I think have paid off, but there 
is still more areas of concern. There should be some 
sort of control on all of the townhomes/condos that 
are being built on Delridge and give the “”face”” of the 
neighborhood. When they all look like cardboard boxes...

No business district; affordable housing, however, does 
seem to be improving but where the heck are people 
supposed to go?

The neighborhood plan allows for more business 
development in the specified nodes, which would be 
really great, but hasn’t really happened.

The open spaces are developing really well, and a lot 
more work can be done to link them together, and to link 
Delridge to other neighborhoods with walking paths and 
other transportation options.

The Chief Sealth school site has been tossed around as 
a possible location for the Delridge Commons.  I think 
waiting for that is a pipe dream.  Let’s start with the 
streets we have

Clean up needed!

The overall look of Delridge is improving.
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With the King County Food and Fitness Initiative being 
implemented in our community, continuing work to 
develop recreational and fitness opportunities for 
Delridge residents is important.  However, no amount 
of open space can make up for the incredible lack 
of opportunity to buy healthy food, or practically 
reach business districts to do one’s general shopping 
on Delridge.  The only mixed-use building is the 
DNDA property--there seems to be little incentive 
or encouragement for developers to invest in such 
opportunities in Delridge.  I still have high hopes that 
the Boren School area could promise to be such a site of 
concentrated business activity:  a grocery store, maybe 
some ethnically-oriented businesses, entertainment or 
recreational opportunities.  It is on a bus route, it is easily 
accessed, there is plenty of room for both business and 
park development on the site.  The city, the DNDA, and 
the Delridge community should pursue negotiating with 
the school district to begin to develop this opportunity.

Ramp up the develop nodes...in particular a Junction-like 
node for shopping, etc.  
Need to consider multi-family development, business 
development. 
Make Delridge way walkable. It is not pedestrian friendly. 
The NP had this as an object, “”Develop a pedestrian 
oriented environment along Delridge Way.””

An urban village in North Delridge is ideal since its 
proximity to the bridge for access to downtown. 
Encourage more retail, restaurants in the area and service 
businesses.

particularly the integration of development and natural 
areas.

the direct bus routes to West Seattle (California Ave)

You can’t undo the damage that has been done to the 
neighborhood.

Delridge has drastically changed but since we are not 
Paul Allen Lake or near a light rail station we do not get 
the same attention as other areas of the city.

Again, with the influx of condos, rents are going up, and 
housing is costing more and more.

With parkland all but completed, the emphasis should 
shift to the problem of making Delridge a more urban 
neighborhood, with a vibrant commercial presence and 
transportation options that will discourage drivers from 
clogging Delridge Way and encourage walking and transit 
use.

We still need to achieve all of these!

Need for better transportation, higher density housing 
and light industrial work zones...

transportation is still an issue

I think the open space network is a defining characteristic 
of Delridge, and should continue to be a priority.  Because 
of the distinct lack of commercial development and 
efficient transportation, the second key priority should 
continue to be a priority until it is better achieved.  In 
addition, I think safety should become a priority.

now, the prioroty should be to concentrate more 
businesses at the home depot node.

drugs, crime, gangs should be the priority.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?
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Mixed use space?  There is hardly any except for a LOT 
of new townhouses along Delridge that seem poorly 
planned.  How about a supermarket, how about a variety 
of eateries?

We need a grocery store, more shops, visually appealing 
looking sidewalks, and the Sealth HighSchool needs 
some major renovation.

As above, I think the priorities have moved to expanding 
the business/services areas in healthful ways (ie not more 
convenience stores or gas stations), and more strongly 
connecting the pedestrian trails along longfellow to 
Delridge so that people are more drawn to use them, as 
well as improving the visual tone of the street.

Attention to our parks and greenspace is good; looking 
forward to the new skate park

the goals are still priorities but the successful 
implementation has some challenges when working to 
collaborate with commercial and residential.  Tieing in 
pedestrian and transit issues make for challenging and 
expensive obstacles for successful completion.

Business nodes are still needed. It would be nice if the 
housing design along Delridge could move away from 
the cookie-cutter townhouses into something more 
connected to the street.

The connections to nature and walkability should still be 
a priority.

There needs to be pride in the neighborhood and perhaps 
education- it’s not ok to litter. It’s not ok to dump your 
trash in someone else’s backyard- we all pay to clean it 
up.

Delridge Way needs right of way improvements. 
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Transportation, growing density wisely and in a way that 
more fluidly integrates townhomes into the existing 
community, preserving affordable housing, increasing 
business nodes along Delridge.

Not sure yet.

Urban center, multi-family development, making the 
neighborhood safer for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
Encourage bicycling and walking for health, conservation 
and public safety. (More people out and about help keep 
crime down.)

people

building businesses in Delridge

public amenities (fresh food market, restaurants, shops)

east west transportation 
connecting the open space/natural areas by pedestrian/
bike trails. 
environmental concerns: Longfellow creek watershed 
water quality, energy consumption, access to healthy 
food. 
Direction for multi-family development so that it 
contributes to integration with nature concept.

developing the business district and speeding through 
neighborhoods and on Delridge itself

The sidewalks (along Snake Hill is great, thanks for doing 
that!). Trimming some bushes for visibility. Safety in 
Longfellow Creek/parks. 
Water run-off from Golf course (& parks?) keeps eroding 
our alley behind 26th SW (btwn Hudson & Brandon)

Improving the business district in this area.

There should be more focus on the greg davis park 
playground equipment

eliminating drug houses and drug dealing as well as gang 
related activity, graffiti etc.  Repave Delridge.  We need 
fewer gas stations/convenience stores -- they add to 
the litter problem and are hang-outs for drug dealers.  
Businesses like the used tire store just south of Juneau 
on Delridge are unsightly, as well as the ongoing eyesore 
that is the second hand store on the east side of Delridge 
that always has mega-sidewalk sales throughout the 
summer.

Cleaning up old businesses and bringing in new 
businesses such as grocery stores and restaurants.

SERVICES and safety

Safety, proving natural environments that children and 
families can use without being afraid of transient people 
camped there, making Delridge more shaded (adding 
trees so the street doesn’t look like it’s been stripped/run 
down)

promoting small businesses integrated into residential 
nodes 
public safety

mixed-use and pedestrian

what the residents want for their neighborhood

Retail, open space

security and local business development

development and zoning, and opportunities to improve 
transportation.

On neighborhoods that are not near light rail and on 
neighborhoods that are not owned by Paul Allen.

Transportation and safety

Affordable housing; 
Access to services.

abandoned/vacant housing/buildings & transportation--
specifically bike lanes and metro bus lines.  Both of these 
will increase interest in our area -- both in property value 
and in bringing reputable business owners to our area 
(which brings better job opportunities nearby).

Attracting business 
Transit 
Enforcing housing code and laws

public safety, crime prevention (car break in’s, home 
invasions)

promoting/creating economic development

Transportation, community involvement, security.

Transportation, housing and small businesses

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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East West transportation from Delridge valley west to 
West Seattle proper

More focus on transportation and attracting businesses 
to Delridge.

Cleaning up the neighborhood! I think there have been 
some good efforts toward this, but it is still a need.

Cleaning up the neighborhood and creating new business 
opportunities.

I think all of those items are crucial.

pedestrian safety. 
easy access to groceries (walkable  distances, VERY 
SHORT bus rides) 
There should be focus on the east-west connections in 
the neighborhood- the stairs as well as bus access to the 
Junction. Metro should look into route 50 revisions again.

Making sure that input gathered for reports isn’t filtered 
to validate preexisting conclusions or priorities held by 
the City of Seattle.

drugs gangs and crime.

Safety, eliminating crime, making the side streets safer 
to drive as too many are used as shortcuts with unsafe 
speeding.

biking transportation, car-free transportation

cleaning up the neighborhood, paving streets, planting 
trees, keeping public areas mowed, tearing down 
neglected houses, issuing violations to people who do not 
keep up their houses, etc.

Safety with regards to the rising youth gang problems

Bringing businesses in, improving walkability

Renovating Sealth Highschool 
Putting in Grocery Store 
More places for retail 
Fix the sidewalks plant more trees and plants make it 
visually appealing. 
Making sure that new buildings placed in Delridge 
are visually appealing and not more big ugly box like 
buildings with no community feel.

Balance of quality services (groceries, farmers markets, 
bus routes) to growth in density.

General clean up:  side walk bench repairs and garbage 
recepticles, round about center island landscaping, road 
resurfacing, abandond building removal, community 
programs, local service businesses, crime prevention

Business, business, business&dna bup/rab a si tnaw I lla 
grocery store near my house.

public amenities, transportation

safety measure for the neighborhood

More commercial infrastructure.

Access to healthy foods.

Speed Enforcement and pedestrian cross walks along 
Delridge; I would like to see the turn lane converted to a 
median with plantings to reduce noise and add to green 
space

safety and affordable housing

Public amenities.

Healthy corner stores.

Get more open space saved for all of WS 
Especially in the business areas

I think this neighborhood in particular is on tract in all 
those areas.  Would be great to have some kind of cross-
town link to the light rail from Delridge.

improving streets to handle transit buses

Pedestrian safety

Nice low income housing and grocery store

mass transit

Keep doing what you’re doing

public amenities 
transportation networks
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assisting property owners to keep things up - and new 
projects, while being ‘dense’ must also be ‘clean and 
bright’, not become run-down in appearance!

Transportation & land use, especially creating areas of 
concentrated activity (compact, walkable, inviting).

We need to more education on eating healthfully and 
more outlets for bringing fresh food to the area. The 
limited amount of public transit makes getting to grocery 
stores and the Junction’s Farmers Market difficult.

Affordability and transportation

Water drainage and permiting of impervious surface 
development.

Getting strong businesses into the area (without having 
to go south to Westwood Village)

Retail services for the community

Development patterns and public amenities.

Basic infrastructure issues. The sidewalks, again, but 
these bursting water mains lately... sheesh.

fixing potholes

safety

the transient issue, creating a better/safer bike plan 
(there were THREE bike vs. car accidents in ONE DAY in 
Ballard this week), less development and/or safer driving/
parking options

Creating a financially attractive zoning strategy to 
encourage neighborhood businesses.

businesses

Safety- what are the statistics on gang acitivity in the 
neighborhood

Walkability; I want a grocery store in the N. Delridge area

Accessible grocery stores, businesses. 
Better transportation to other parts of west Seattle.

Keeping the greenbelts.

Keeping it  safe and less construction.

I would like to see more focus on implementing strategies 
to improve water quality in the creek, and to bring the 
salmon back.

Police presence, police response to 911 calls. (waited 
almost an hour when my house was broken into). 
Cleaning up Delridge so it doesn’t look so rundown. 
Tear down old homes, clear out the shanty low-income 
apartments, have a police station closer to Delridge 
community center

Creating a business district that appeals to more than 
services for the poor.  Would like restaurants and 
other shopping along the Delridge corridor, not just at 
Westwood.

Transportation & Safety

transportation - especially as the plan for the viaduct 
moves forward. Also maintaining affordable housing.

I would like to see improvements in businesses on 
Delridge Way.
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Not sure yet.

Statistics that will be obsolete in a matter of months.

cars

parks and other recreational public space -- there’s 
enough of that already.

?

BUYING MORE HOUSING AND TURNING IT INTO LOW 
INCOME RENTAL PROPERTIES. WE HAVE ENOUGH

population density

what the city wants to make more income by catering to 
developers

condo/short plat construction. I do not feel this type of 
development makes the neighborhood a better place for 
its residents.

demographics, especially those that are over 5 years old.

beign politically correct. Let us make some tough 
decisions within our lifetimes. Analysis to death is not 
helping our city. Hold a set of hearings and then make 
a decision and move on. You do not need to hold 16 
hearings so you can hear from everyone that lives in 
Seattle. You get the gist after the first few speakers. 
Gather the date, analyze it and make a decision and lets 
get things done.

I don’t think we’re focusing on anything that should 
get less focus.  We’re doing great, we just need to add a 
couple more focus items.

Parks

Mitigating traffic block-by-block

building all townhouses/condos.

more Parks. I think we have great ones now.

Open space & parks

Creating centralized business centers. There is plenty 
of room for businesses to move into the neighborhood 
along Delridge Way S.W. We really need a grocery store.

Creating mixed us commercial options.

mixed use buildings.

Building residential townhouses on Delridge.

zoning

Industrial and commercial development

n/a

construction.

The parks are fine now.

demographics

non-applicable-- this neighborhood needs all the 
improvements we can offer!

Housing and parks

planting trees and building trails that transients and 
crackheads use.

traffic

DEVELOPMENT!!!!!

Maintaining the previously defined distinct “”nodes”” 
along Delridge Way. There should, however be 
restrictions to restrict the development of convenience 
stores and fast food chains, or other businesses aimed 
at capturing commuter traffic rather than fostering 
pedestrian-oriented neighborhood businesses.

Multi-family units; there seems to be enough 
development and too many units are empty...make the 
area walkable and maybe those units will fill up

Construction

Patting selves on the back because of ugly new 
townhomes situated next to rundown homes. What a 
contrast and what a joke.

Convenience stores, gas stations, affordable housing. 
Fewer apartments.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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With the housing boom along Delridge, the current and future 
availablity of affordable housing needs to be assessed and maintained 
if our neighborhood is going to hold on to its ethnic and economic 
diversity.

Not sure yet.

Can only enter comment if I answer “”yes,”” but just want to comment 
that it is a few pages, mostly graphics and a very summary. If anything 
I’d have prefered bulleted objectives from the plans over than the pie 
charts.

But I don’t know them since I’ve been too busy to spend too much time 
in community meetings lately

Delridge needs a grocery store, fewer gas stations/convenience stores.

the city needs to listen to the residents instead of planning their own 
agenda

Business types

It is the ciyt point of view not the neighborhoods point of view. Stop 
focusing so much on the portions ofthe community that are not at the 
table. You are driving off the the folks that have helped make Seattle 
the city it is today. Some of our neighborhoods have been totally 
neglected by the city and if it were not for citizen activists much owuld 
not get done.

Status of transit and commercial improvements is missing.

see above

too many to point out. get this stuff figured-out.The current draft only 
shows some updated demographic information. There is no mention of 
the updates or even any new ideas. It seems to just explain the DNDA’s 
vision and key strategies - strategies which are simply copied and 
pasted from the inital report created 10 years ago. It just shows or lists 
those completed projects from the previous report.

Issues of safety.  No matter how nice a neighborhood is, or how many 
amenities there are, people will not move there or want to live there if it 
is a haven for crime, drugs, gangs, and property damage.

No talks about grocery stores or shops within Delridge. Fixing the 
Highschool. No talk about fixing the sidewalks! Delridge has potential 
and needs some work.

Traffic enforcement and more attention to beautifing Delridge; 
commuters use Delridge as a freeway to and from Seattle

Keep it simple and broadly disseminate the information, please.

Food/markets, this area needs more food 
options (supermarkets etc) instead of just gas 
station stores

status of those out of work, house forclosure, 
burglury and assults, informaiton & availability 
of small business services and tie-in with the 
community, childcare rating

calming the traffic needs to be more of a 
priority- as well as making more pedestrian-
friendly livable neighborhood feel to the area.

Transportation is an area that needs more 
attention.

I’m not sure if this is the place for these 
comments, but here goes.  As I rent, I am 
concerned that zoning will be changed to 
allow for more density in the residential areas 
of my area (Delridge.) It makes me concerned 
to think it might become more lucrative for a 
landlord to tear down existing housing in order 
to, for example, place more than one unit on 
the property. I think that the housing density 
should be kept on Delridge itself.

Upcoming Census Data needs to be 
incorportated.

TRANSIENT ISSUE

Walkability; cyclist safety

2000 census data is really old as far as the home 
prices are concerned.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Transcript of Eastlake Questionnaire Responses

The Eastlake Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999 and 
includes the Eastlake Residential Urban Village. The map shows 
the neighborhood plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.
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42 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/elake/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

More mixed use development, both good and bad.  
Good beacause it creates new housing and business 
opportunities, bad because it has driven some old school 
businesses out of the neighborhood.    More recreational 
spaces, the mountain bike trail network under the 
highway, walking trails by the late - all good.

The wall between I-5 and the Eastlake neighborhood 
has been a very wonderful change to our neighborhood.  
We have also had a good amount of townhouse 
development, some of which is consistent with our 
neighborhood, some of which is not.  There has also been 
new multi-unit building development along Eastlake 
which will be is positive only if the infrastructure and 
amenities are provided to complement the expected 
population growth in our neighborhood, i.e. more public 
transportation, a grocery store or farmers market (at the 
school), etc.

Yes, I’ve noticed the improvement with respect to noise 
barriers along I5, and minor improvements in the parks, 
lake union loop, etc.

Construction of townhomes in multiple blocks of my 
street, work on sewage lines (some street blockages), 
some improvement of the trail around lake union, though 
much of it is still in bad shape.

The construction of many townhome structures, the 
ones with parking beneath them, and low-rise condos 
has ballooned in Eastlake, making the neighborhood 
much more dense and crowded. Eastlake Avenue has 
become more noisy and crowded as well, as commuters 
try to avoid the backups on I-5 on their way to and from 
downtown.

More townhouses have gone up. On the South End, 
near the Eastlake Vet and Azteca, taller building are 
being built, making it feel like a corridor. A little park was 
created towards the northern end of Fairview, but the 
view was partially obstructed by giant houseboats. New 
restaurants (Greek at end of Harvard), coffeeshops (Voxx) 
and pretentious clothing stores (Afficionado, Jaxx) have 
moved in. I-5 noise as reduced through sound barrier. 
Brothel got busted.

Many good restaurants have left the area because the 
buildings they were in decided to redevelop (condo’s 
on top, retail on the ground) and they couldn’t wait 
around until the project was finished so they established 
elsewhere. Some of the new buildings don’t allow 
restaurants in them because of noise issues. There are 
many more large condo/apartment complexes that have 
gone in in the last few years. Some duplexes/smaller 
rentals have been demolished and expensive condos built 
in their place. There are more parks now!

1. There are more townhomes and development projects.  
2. There is way more competition for parking because of 
all the new development.  3. There are more families with 
kids.

In the one-and-a-half years I’ve lived in Eastlake, there 
has been substantial growth among residential or 
mixed-use developments along Eastlake Avenue, but 
few services have been added to match growth. Some 
intersections are not pedestrian-friendly (such as Eastlake 
and Fairview). Fairview Avenue (along Lake Union) is 
poorly paved and lacks sidewalks. The neighborhood 
also has a parking problem--there are two many cars-
-but there are no incentives to reduce car usage. The 
bus routes in the neighborhood (70, 71, 72 and 73) are 
overcrowded, and there are not enough services in the 
neighborhood (Farmers Market, grocery store) for it 
to be walkable, livable and sustainable.     Outside of 
these changes, I’m concerned about the state of our 
Neighborhood plan. It is incredibly long and includes 
details that seem out-of-compliance with the needs and 
wants of the City’s Comprehensive Plan. An emphasis is 
placed on things like residents’ views and maintaining 
parking spots, which it should be placed on issues like 
creating affordable housing and increasing public transit 
options.

The neighborhood has gotten a lot less charming in the 
5 years that I have lived here.  The main changes are (a) 
lots more cars in parked in the zoned parking making 
it difficult to drive down the streets (b) lots more ugly 
townhouses that prioritize garages instead of yards and 
build right up to the property line, and (c) construction 
sites all over the neighborhood that continue for up to 
2 years leaving no sidewalk or parking space.  It is very 
difficult to walk to work - sometimes the sidewalk will 
be closed on both sides of the street, and on the street a 
block down, leaving literally no place for pedestrians to 
walk except in the street.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

eaStlake

I see more families moving into the neighborhood, or 
existing residents starting families.

Much more dense population (lots of single family 
homes or small buildings changing to large condos and 
apartments)  Fewer restaurants and other businesses that 
serve the neighborhood  Worse traffic (on Eastlake) and 
worse parking problems

Eastlake ave development has spread northward with 
larger 5 over 1 buildings replacing smaller homes or 
apartments. The feel of the neighborhood is younger, 
and it seems to be struggling for context. There is more 
retail, but those spaces are usually taken but commercial 
tenants. There is also some more traffic and the 
popularity of eastlake bar and grill had impacted parking.

More mixed use development, increased in options, 
although locals have been pushed out.

Colonnade Park has made crossing I5 for pedestrians and 
bicyclists at the southern end of Eastlake much more 
pleasant.    I5 defines this neighbourhood almost as much 
as the shoreline and Eastlake avenue, and efforts to allow 
people to more easily coexist with it [like Colonnade Park 
and the newly installed sound barrier] are very important 
to creating a livable community.

The installation of the sound barrier along I-5, as well 
as the resulting changes to Boylston Ave just after the 
Roanoke/Boylston exit, have greatly improved my 
commute to and from work in Lynnwood. Having two 
clearly defined lanes on that section of southbound 
Boylston makes it much easier to get onto and off of I-5.    
We moved here in December 2007 and have seen lots 
of condos pop up, but it seems most of them are having 
trouble filling up now that the economy has tanked. I’m 
worried that they will sit vacant for a long time and the 
retail spaces on the ground floors of those buildings won’t 
fill in. This neighborhood needs more retail space.

less retail/office - many empty buildings along Eastlake.    
more condos

I’ve been living here for about a month, so it hasn’t 
changed much.

I’ve noticed many positive improvements in Eastlake, 
especially with regard to parks and improved walkability. 
I’ve also noticed a fair amount of growth, some good, 
some bad. I appreciate the efforts that achieve quality 
results: Eastlake Lofts and the business spaces below, 
for example. But I hate to see the low quality buildings 
(condos, townhomes, etc.) going in where developers/
builders only care about making a buck rather than the 
short and long term effects of their projects. I’ve also 
noticed a significant increase in grafitti.

The underfreeway park is great. However with the 
increased residential, parking and mass transit seem 
to be a lacking issue. Either more parking needs to be 
zoned, or busses need to be more frequent. Also, the non-
parking areas on Eastlake from 4-6 and early commute 
hours do not make any sort of difference. I think these 
restrictions need to be removed so people have places to 
park in order to frequent business within Eastlake.

Greater density in terms of Eastlake corridor living.  More 
retail along Eastlake.  Improvements to the area including 
the Lake Union walking trail and other small projects.

I have only lived in this neighborhood for a short time 
but it seems to have greatly improved over the years and 
with the inclusion of the south lake union transit it is very 
accessible from downtown.

More multi-family units has lead to greater density which 
has brought on a few more businesses but, unfortunately, 
a severe lack of sufficient parking and more traffic on 
the main arterial Eastlake Ave.   Also, there has been an 
increase in starter families living in Eastlake--especially 
seeing more children under age 10.    Have also noticed 
more cyclists.

Definitely.  I grew up in Greenlake and never heard 
of a place called Eastlake until the last 10 years when 
the biotech industry blew up.  It wasn’t until recently 
that I knew of Eastlake as a place to visit for parks, 
restaurants and bars, though.  There seem to be more 
college students and younger people frequenting 
the neighborhood, but more recently more young 
professionals are moving in.

Traffic on Eastlake is getting much more congested. and 
the parking officers are much more vigilant.

a few more condos, the loop around lake union was 
completed.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Mixed used development at Eastlake/Lynn.  New park and 
shoreline on Fairview.  Some housing redevelopment.

There is a lot more condo developments standing vacant.

yes

public space improvements have been made. - a lot of 
development of low density housing into higher density 
apartments and condos

More noise, more traffic, more housing density, more 
crime, less views, more bicyclers, more sight seeing 
buses, more dog crap, more construction and more wine 
than groceries being sold at Pete’s.

slightly more retail and slightly more population.  traffic is 
worse because there are few alternatives to driving.  bus 
service is worse due to 1) too many stops slowing service, 
2) most expresses don’t stop and 3) traffic congestion 
clogs buses.

There is increased automotive traffic on the main 
thoroughfare Eastlake Ave E. The improvements such 
as the Colonade Park under I5 is a welcome addition 
to the neighborhood. Available commercial space has 
increased although many of the storefronts are empty 
and seeking retailers. Many green space initiatives have 
been completed.

Yes.  More commercial bldg, and single family homes 
replaced with townhomes
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most pleased about?
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the slut nearby is fun.

What parks Eastlake possesses are unique and well maintained. Fairview 
Park, with its P-Patch and waterfront access, is truly a gem and a needed 
respite from the nearby I5 overpass. The very small Lynn Street park and 
hand-launch is a fun community space that punches above its weight.    
Housing is relatively inexpensive and of fair quality.    Transportation is 
good if you’re looking to exit the neighbourhood by car. Car access to I5 
makes commuting simpler, and access to the adjacent neighbourhoods and 
downtown by *car* is very good.

Addition of the Seattle Streetcar is nice. It’s not too much of a walk to get to 
it.

Buses = great! Sometimes it feels like there are too many, but King County 
can deal with that.    I feel like the housing improvements and remodels for 
old apartments buildings have really helped improve the neighborhood.  I 
appreciate that unlike other parts of the city (ahem, Ballard) not too many 
older buildings are being razed just for new, ugly, unaffordable condos.    I 
love the park and tennis courts.  What about something down along the 
water, though, that’s not so small?

I think this area has amazing pocket parks along fairview.

Beautification of Eastlake area and improvement of commercial artery along 
Eastlake Avenue.  More restaurants in the area.

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• Closeness to more lively 
areas. It’s like a surburb in 
the city.
• trail, waterfront access
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I love the South Lake Union street car, but it needs to 
be extended down Eastlake Ave.  Rogers Playground 
is a jewel in our neighborhood and the pocket parks 
(including the p-patch) are great.

I like how walkable the community is.

While I dislike many of the design and materials chosen 
for the park under the freeway and the gaudy mountain 
bike stuff, I very much appreciate the positive use of 
space and improved walkability. I also love what’s 
happening down along the water and hope to see that 
trail develop even more.

condos going up everywhere ... good to have developers 
improve sidewalks when City funding is limited

Some new buildings are very nice looking and unique. The 
parks are diverse and well maintained.

Good bus connectivity and biking is pleasant through 
the neighborhood.  I like the scale of density we have 
in Eastlake and for the most part the new buildings fit 
in (though I dislike the fences that accompany some of 
them).

bike infrastructure has really helped the neighborhood, 
new development has brought new stores and 
restaurants but has pushed out neighborhood 
favorites. New residential buildings have increased the 
attractiveness of the area but are pushing up rent prices. 
Avg. 1br apt before 900... now 1300. Who can afford that?

Rogers Park is a big plus!

While we don’t have a lot of parks and open space, I think 
we have just the right amount.

the lake union trail signage is a great addition.

I love the restaurants on Eastlake and regularly visit all 
of them. The businesses not so much---difficult access if 
driving and walking is long slog from my houseboat in the 
rain.

We’ve lived in two apartments in Eastlake, one on the 
south end and one on the north end. Both had excellent 
access to I-5, which makes my commute very easy.

I am pleased about the neighborhood in general, 
especially the added parks and relative closeness to 
South Lake Union Park

I think the development of higher density housing is a 
good thing for our neighborhood if it stays in character 
with our neighborhood character.

SLUT accessibility is a welcome addition to the south end 
of Eastlake. I would like to see the SLUT extension moved 
up towards University.

more housing is becoming available
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other things 
respondents are 

dissatisfied about:
• Bike/Walking accessibility
• need a grocery store ... 
have to travel outside of 
n’hood
• buildings that have 
been torn down and no 
replacement has been 
built (Daley’s)
• new housing options are 
not affordable, and are 
driving up the affordability 
of existing properties.
• Neighborhood school 
enrollment number is 
too low for the growing 
number of Eastlake 
families.
• Pollution, primarlity noise 
and air.
• lack of transit
• too many sandwich board 
signs

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?
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Some townhome project are crammed into their lots with garages that will be 
too hard to get in and out so will not be used.  Also these garages may fit 1 car 
when the town home is built for 3 or more people.   So the neighborhood will 
have more competition for parking.   I already notice people with front yards 
parking their cars on their lawns.    Also some of the townhomes are cheaply 
built.

i wish it went further along to eastlake

I know the library budget is stretched, but it would be incredible to have a 
library closer.  Eastlake is a difficult neighborhood to live in because getting 
to downtown is always hell, and crossing the bridge takes forever especially 
when the bridge is up.  It would be nice to fell more self-sufficient.    I imagine 
once the construction along Fairview is completed, it will be a much more 
walker-accessible place.  I would love to see more continuity on the south end 
of Fairview so that it feels like Eastlake is CONNECTED to South Lake Union 
rather than this separate entity.  I think better bike lanes might help, and I 
believe that more business-development or public services might help.

The middle section between louisa and allison is lacking frontage. Two 
stopped projects are an eyesore. There are no public facilities. g



eaStlake

Q2: What are you dissatisfied about?
455

eaStlake

Eastlake needs more retail in order to become more than 
a transit corridor between South Lake Union and the 
University District. Unfortunately, the retail space beneath 
the newly built apartments and condominium spaces seems 
to remain vacant.    While possessing smaller markets, the 
neighbourhood doesn’t really have a substantial grocery 
store, probably due to the lack of parking available. This 
makes leaving the community for grocery shopping an 
unwanted necessity for many residents.    No library in the 
community is unfortunate. Community centers don’t seem 
to have much presence - maybe a small library geared 
primarily around picking up holds could also serve in such a 
role.    Express buses blow through Eastlake as if it doesn’t 
exist, reinforcing its identity as a transportation corridor. 
The 70,71, 72 and 73 serve the community well, but the 
express busses could make a couple of extra stops and 
greatly enhance Eastlake’s ability to serve as a destination.    
The proposed extension of the SLU Streetcar to the U 
District would go a long way in promoting the development 
of the vacant retail spaces in Eastlake.    Eastlake Avenue 
is a heavily trafficked route for bicyclists, and yet only the 
very northern end provides a bike lane. More bike lanes 
along this street would be welcome for both car drivers and 
cyclists.     Eastlake’s Lake Union access is well used, but 
underused. I’ve heard that the NOAA is leaving Southern 
Eastlake in part due to a fire at their facilities in 2006. While 
it is sad to see them leave, perhaps this space could come 
to some public use.

The walking paths around Lake Union have lots of trash, it 
doesn’t make for a pleasant walk at all.

Still not so sure the bus vs. trolley concept is all that well 
thought out.

It seems to be very expensive to live in this area

I’m disappointed with some of the town house projects 
in our neighborhood:  Yale and Roanoke, Eastlake and 
Newton, Minor and Newton.  They’re cheap looking/
construction and I’m worried our neighborhood will turn 
into a new Ballard with a lot of cheap townhouse project 
stuffed in between nicer or classic buildings.   I wish there 
was a library in our neighborhood.  The Capitol Hill library is 
too difficult to get to and doesn’t have services for children.

Eastlake, in general, does not have enough facilities and 
services. It is currently operating as a primarily residential 
or commuter neighborhood.

Let’s shoot for quality over quantity!

many office space buildings are vacant.

Some new buildings look cheaply done and decrease the 
quality feel of the neighborhood. Many new mixed use 
buildings don’t allow restaurants in them.

I would appreciate more and better access to the 
shoreline.  Our business hub at Eastlake and Lynn is 
decent but I wish there was more to it.  We have no public 
buildings that I’m aware of (aside from the school).

New office buildings are depleting views of the lake, and 
are only used for a couple of hours a day.

1) Wish the neighborhood school would increase their 
‘quota’ for neighborhood kids.....as a result, too many 
families are driving their elementary age children across 
town to other public and private schools.  2) Wish we had 
a small community center/pool (even wading pool) and 
library annex?  3) Wish we had a couple more stores and 
restaurants suitable for Eastlake residents (the one retail 
store is too high end)

Too many vehicles using Fairview as a throughfare and 
too many combustion engined vehicles on Eastlake, 
making it noisy, smelly and unsafe to cross.

It would be really nice to have a library closer, more 
diverse stores and a real supermarket.

Not enough affordable housing  Hardly any public 
facilities. Are there in any in Eastlake (unless you count 
TOPS)?  The business district has fewer businesses that 
serve the neighborhood residents that it did 10 years ago.

extend the streetcar up eastlake and add bike lanes.  
the neighborhood would function better with more 
pedestrian access and slower car traffic!

The newer construction of townhomes and condos have 
produced a sameness in the the neighborhood that was 
not there before. The residents of these buildings  come 
and go supposedly, but you never see them since the 
garages are underground or in back of the structures. 
I feel that the sense of community connectedness 
has vanished, except in the area of the houseboat 
community. Without a library space or neighborhood 
meeting place it is more difficult to know who lives in the 
neighborhood. I would love a branch library in Eastlake!
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I’m tired of having to fight traffic through the U District 
to get to the U District branch of SPL. I’m also tired 
of having to go up there for groceries for the same 
reason. I would love to see Eastlake have a grocery store 
and library branch, as those two things are the most 
important destinations for me on a regular basis. Having 
these two things specifically and more retail in general 
would do a lot to make Eastlake a much more walkable 
neighborhood and would attract new residents.

Transportation sucks! The 70 bus is as reliable as a watch 
without batteries. The trolley would be a welcome 
addition to Eastlake. We also need more restaurants, 
pubs, and retail establishments. Eastlake is a great 
community. So far the addition of large business buildings 
seem to diminish the residential and neighborhood feel 
of the building. It would be nice if we could have a library/
community center as well.

For being a neighborhood on a main route to downtown 
Seattle we are incredibly underserved by the bus 
system and the decision not to bring the Streetcar 
through Eastlake is extremely disappointing.  We 
are not connected to Capitol Hill at all really which is 
disappointing.  Also, bike infrastructure (bike lanes, 
sharrows, etc.) ends at each end of our neighborhood 
despite our neighborhood being a connection between U 
District and downtown.

There are no large neighborhood support services such as 
a grocery store, library, or community center to bring the 
neighborhood together.

Eastlake seems to lack its own library which may be 
due to its proximity to other neighborhood libraries and 
population density. I believe Eastlake would be greatly 
improved having its own community library (including 
public meeting space). Currently Eastlake does not 
have its own facility which allows for a public meeting 
space.     I am quite disappointed in the number of vacant 
commercial space which lines Eastlake. I would like to 
see the city and community take some action to make 
Eastlake more attractive to retail and restaurants.

not much retail near where I live.

The parks are not maintained. The street end at Boston 
and Fairview is overgrown with weeds.  The NOAA 
parking lot attracts druggies and hookers, there are many 
used condoms in the area.

The busses are infrequent and slow, and do not cover 
the entire neighborhood, especially east to west.  The 
housing is run-down and expensive.  Sidewalks are 
busted, cars are broken into, and health is poor because 
of low food quality - so safety is not high.  The library 
needs to be open more hours and days.  There needs to 
be a produce stall or grocery store in the neighborhood.  
There are no inspiring buildings in Delridge.
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According to current plan. Eastlake is 
progressing very well towards its accepted 
neighborhood plan.

We need more affordable housing, like low-
income housing townhouses.  I think that will 
encourage diversity.

The I-5 sound barrier wall, Colonnade Park, and 
the Fairview Shoreline Corridor seem to have 
been doing well. However, the Eastlake Main 
Street strategy hasn’t even registered. What 
has the city been doing to encourage retail 
in Eastlake? So many retail spaces are sitting 
empty! I don’t see anyone walking down Eastlake 
Avenue - they’re all whipping past in their cars. 
They’re driving through Eastlake, not to it.

I would say that “”Key Strategies”” A 
[Encouraging Diversity in East], C [Fairview 
Shoreline Corridor] and D [Reducing I-5 Impact] 
are going very well. I am very happy with the city 
and neighbourhoods’ effort in these areas. 
Strategy B [Eastlake Main Street], however, is 
not going well at all. Eastlake avenue is treated 
as a high speed transit corridor where express 
buses blow by and “”through traffic”” from 
downtown and SLU seems in the majority. Mostly 
for this reason, the street doesn’t feel friendly 
to pedestrians and cyclists. Retail spaces remain 
vacant and the empty storefronts exacerbate 
Eastlake’s image as a neighborhood you whip 
through on your way from someplace else, to 
someplace else. This particular aspect of the 
neighbourhood plan is clearly failing. 
I think the key to strategy B is fewer express 
buses, developing the proposed extension of the 
SLU streetcar to the U district, and anything else 
that reduces Eastlake Avenue’s reputation as a 
pure transit corridor. 
Also, maintaining the neighbourhood’s history 
isn’t going very well as the new housing 
development south of Fairview Park is 
repetitious, banal and auspicious. It also replaces 
some great quirky residences along the lake 
with something rather boring. See: http://www.
eastlakeave.com/2009/07/24/construction-on-
wards-cove-townhouses-to-begin-by-years-end

Some things have been accomplished, but given that it was 
written 10 years ago, it’s surprising how much is still left to do.

Some of the key strategies are very generic and it’s hard to define 
whether or not they have been achieved. 
“”interaction between the neighborhood and the local school”” 
I don’t see this at all.  I think that because TOPS is not the 
‘neighborhood school’ the neighbors don’t feel a vested interest 
in it’s success.  We live very close to TOPS and were worried that 
our son wouldn’t get in to kindergarten there.  If the children in 
the Eastlake neighborhood all had the opportunity to attend, we 
might feel closer to the school. 
“”Fairview Shoreline Corridor enhances Fairview Avenue E. as a 
“”street that works.”” 
I would really like to see Fairview improved into a pedestrian 
walkway.  It’s so beautiful and yet I feel unsafe walking on most 
of it with by myself and with my kids because there is a lot of 
overgrowth and very few sidewalks. 
I’m excited about the Cheshiahud Lake Union Loop Trail and 
would like to see it continue to be improved and more well 
defined.  I think the signs are great, but it’s still confusing as to 
what path the trail actually follows.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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How well are your Neighborhood Plan vision and 
key strategies being achieved?
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It is high density but the projects should be limited more 
to maximize foot businesses and neighborhood street 
fronts.

the Ches trail runs right by my houseboat community. 
The idea of having a bridge structure of some kind across 
Mallard Cove is fanciful and divisive and I feel it was 
presented in an arrogant manner. We resent the city 
wanting to make such a bridge something it can point 
to as a major jewel in the Ches. crown at the expense 
of taxpayers. The trail is around a working lake, not a 
sightseeing tour for gawkers.

It’s hard to know exactly what the vision of the current 
Neighborhood plan in, because the plan is long and 
complicated. I-5 Noise Reduction was achieved when 
Noise Walls were added this year. Some of the visions--
like limiting growth--have been achieved, but that’s not 
a vision I find productive for Eastlake anyway. (The plan 
has also succeeded in preventing zoning from changing 
in a way that would increase density, which I don’t agree 
with either).  One vision is to strengthen retail services or 
encouraging businesses to come to Eastlake, which has 
happened minimally.
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The 70 express bus needs to stop on eastlake from UW 
and not just travel through the neighborhood without 
picking up passengers.

Although community and green space initiatives have 
been greatly satisfied. I would like to see initiatives 
to draw more retail to the area to make this a more 
livable neighborhood.

A and C, especially.  (Diversity, not just ethnically but 
socio-economically for FAMILIES, not students and 
Fairview Shoreline Corridor).

I’m not sure how I5’s impact could be reduced further, 
but if any plans are in the works they should probably 
continue. I thin the city and neighbourhood have done 
excellent work on Key Strategy D, and due to this 
hard work it is somewhat less of a priority. The other 
aspects of the plan have been executed very well with 
the exception of making Eastlake Avenue friendlier for 
pedestrians, which has not been accomplished, and 
because of this the vacant storefronts may continue to 
stick out like sore thumbs.

I think the individual priorities may have changed 
relative to each other, the ones that were priorities are 
still priorities.

Letting NOAA escape to Oregon indicates a lack of 
attention to our neighborhood----and to me reveals 
the city is much more invested in S. Lake Union/Vulcan  
activities than in adjoining neighborhoods.

It’s hard to say whether priorities have changed, but it 
seems as though the Neighborhood plan was designed 
with a specific intent that may not have represented the 
entire neighborhood.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so
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Enforce exisiting laws - Commercial property owners 
need to clean up their stor fronts and alleys

Retail, trasnsportation, greenspace, community space.

reviewing the goals set 10 years ago.

Dealing with the traffic induced problems in Fairview and 
Eastlake Ave E.

public amenities and development patterns

finding out why Delridge is a highway bordered by houses 
instead of a neighborhood.

Population growth and movement in and out of the 
neighborhood.  Number of students in area.

housing density means increase in new residents--
challenge is ensuring they feel part of the Eastlake 
community and helping to  maintaining the “”small”” 
community feel that has been a part of Eastlake. 
Also, more focus on the role of the neighborhood school, 
especially given rise in Eastlake families.

Affordable housing

neighborhood vibrancy and anything that improves 
community.  Anything that improves the noise issue in 
the area.

TRANSPORTATION! PARKING!

quality.

Providing the Eastlake/South Lake Union area with a gas 
station.

Eastlake Main Street, reducing noise from I-5 where it 
crosses over Eastlake Avenue - it’s impossible to walk 
along that stretch of the street and hold even a yelled 
conversation.

Eastlake Avenue. The situation needs serious attention.

Transportation

Continue the 1-5 noise issue. It kills north eastlake ave. 
Parks are amazing- keep going.  Street scape standards 
Ruby did a great job with consistent cover but 2815 - 
the shed roof across the street has a suburban feel, no 
canopies lighting is tragic. Also i am fine with 10 metered 
parking during the day to fund this.

Affordable housing 
Business district that serves its neighborhood residents 
Recognition that density has changed dramatically and 
services and infrastructure hasn’t kept up

Pedestrian access to sidewalks (signs and construction 
obstructing them).

Transportation! I would like to see the South Lake Union 
Street Car extended through Eastlake.  Also, during 
the day, bus service is pretty poor.  We live so close 
to downtown but the 70 takes FOREVER to get from 
Downtown to Eastlake and vice versa.  I would like to 
see a heavy focus on the Cheshiahud Lake Loop to make 
it a destination for people.  I’d love to see it turn into 
something like a much less populated Green Lake Loop.

Transportation, community facilities like library and 
community center.

neighborhood walkability

public transportation, parks, general cleanup

Involving the neighborhoods and the residents in this 
process.

A little more focus on retaining existing housing options, 
as opposed to the perpetual migration to multi-family 
homes.  Condos along Eastlake Ave make more sense 
though.   
Continued focus on I5 noise prevention.

non SOV Transportation, and making the transition to 
higher density smoother by ensuring that neighborhoods 
like Eastlake have the amenities they need to support 
higher density (as this is inevitable).

Safety improvements

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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providing low income housing

simply meeting the unambitious past goals

Affordable housing.

demographics.

none.

“”Luxury Apartments””

Commercial development.

quantity.

Relationship to I5. Job well done for now. 
Fairview Avenue. Could possibly use a little attention around the Eastlake Dry Dock company 
and soon to be former NOAA facilities, but for the most part a very good job has been done 
here.

Increasing density.  When we focus too much on density, we sometimes forget about quality 
of life.  We need to make sure the development in our neighborhood is in keeping with the 
eclectic spirit of Eastlake.  Not cramming in a bunch of ugly town homes simply for the sake of 
“”density””.

Developments

Demographics

increased development and density

Everything is important in the discussion...affordable housing, transportation, public amenities, 
parks, non-auto infrastructure, fostering small businesses...

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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how are we accommodating growth?  if centrally located areas with 
infrastructure (like Eastlake!) can’t take more population, we’re just 
causing sprawl and adding pollution.  We need to revisit the plans!

Pedestrian safety in the neighborhood, such as sidewalks on Fairview 
Ave E and lights at all intersections on Eastlake Ave E.

public education for Eastlake residents

Encourage small business growth for more vitality.

Affordable housing 
Business district that serves its neighborhood residents 
Recognition that density has changed dramatically and services and 
infrastructure hasn’t kept up

Detailed Ches. trail agenda---i.e. Mallard Cove, E. Edgar street end---is 
vague.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?



Status Check
Transcript of First Hill Questionnaire Responses

The First Hill Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999 and 
includes the First Hill Urban Center Village. The map shows the 
neighborhood plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school
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less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

21 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/fhill/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

I’ve lived in the neighborhood for only 1 year and I’m 
still getting to know it. I’ve noticed turnover of a couple 
of businesses along Madison and Boren, but I haven’t 
noticed many other changes than that.

Many new residences and restaurants since we 
remodeled our building in 1992-3.

I don’t know.

Yes. Infill near I-5.

I’ve been in the neighborhood for three years.  In that 
time, I’ve seen an increase in development -- both 
commercial and residential.  Generally for the better, 
although I do wish there were better design standards for 
residential in particular.

It seems like there has been somewhat sporadic 
development (e.g. M Street market was a hole in the 
ground for years after the Red Apple was torn down). 
New hospitals have been constructed that don’t really 
contribute to a lively business district. Freeway park 
seems to be slightly more well cared for and less sketchy. 
The east edge of the n’hood/12th Ave n’hood has seen a 
lot of new multi-family construction, but not too much 
new business (except on 12th Ave, but that’s actually part 
of the Central Area plan).

The biggest changes have been construction-related: 
new Harborview construction and the demolition/
construction of multi-family housing units. Subsequently, 
vehicle traffic has increased and as a pedestrian I feel 
less safe (despite the few ped changes along Boren). 
It’s the smaller streets where the problems need to be 
addressed.

It has become more dominated by the hospitals.  There 
has been constant construction.  This has cleaned up 
some areas and harmed others.  There has been little 
attention paid to resident needs, pedestrian safety, and 
general neighborhood feel.  Many small businesses have 
closed, at least one other has opened.  The Frye has 
gotten a lot better.  Parking has become impossible and 
traffic has gotten much worse.

the traffic flow/signaling/signage for a few street 
intersections has changed

No significant change

I live on the North end of the First Hill Zone, so my 
general perceptions mostly pertain to the area North of 
Madison Street. I have been a resident at University and 
Minor for 8 years, and in that time I have noticed only 
modest changes in the neighborhood. We seem to have 
a mostly stable, older population of residents, giving 
this part of First Hill a surprisingly friendly neighborhood 
feel. The improvemants and repairs to the landscaping 
and fountains in Freeway Park are great. Other than 
that, with the exception of a few modest street and 
pedestrian improvements, most of the change has come 
from building expansion programs at local hospitals. 
The recent demolition of a large, historic tudor style 
brick apartment building on Boren has been the most 
brutal change. The building under construction that is 
replacing it takes up the entire block and presents an 
almost completely blank, three story concrete wall along 
Boren. It is offensive to everyone I’ve spoken to in the 
neighborhood, and its a crime that the city allowed this 
to be built. I think it shows a complete disregard for the 
people who live, work or just pass through First Hill.

There are more high end rental properties. However the 
homeless and the alcoholism and panhandling on the 
street have increased significantly. 8th Ave. has been 
beautified but the area north of Madison on 8th is poorly 
lighted and maintained. The traffic on Madison has 
increased tremdously to the point it is gridlocked many 
afternoons at 8th and Madison.

Poor Public Transit Service, lack of Pedestrian Oriented 
Lighting on our streets and within the boundaries of the 
Hospitals, lack of park space, too many Special Needs 
Facilities (Methadone Treatment Center) located in the 
middle of a residential neighborhood.

Yes, the neighborhood has seen a tremendous amount of 
Institutional Land Use Development by Swedish Hospital, 
Harborview Medical Center, Virginia Mason Medical 
Center and Seattle University.  There has also been 
additional residential development (primarily retirement 
facilities) and some office development as well.  The 
resulting influx in additional employees and residents has 
greatly contributed to an already dire mobility situation 
on First Hill.  This problem is particularly acute during the 
weekday rush hour periods.

?

No.  New to area

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most pleased about?
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There are fewer drug dealers hanging out on the street.

I’ve always like First Hill because it’s close to downtown with dense 
residential streets but not as much hustle & bustle of Capitol Hill, but them 
I’m also sad that the business district is so one-dimensional.

most of the improvements are of good quality

I like the fact that my building (now 100 years old) has not been turned into 
condos or demolished to make way for a modern building. Seattle is losing 
its charm. I also have high hopes for whatever retail goes into the first floor 
of the new Harborview building -- I hope that it will increase pedestrian 
activity which helps to keep the drug dealers elsewhere. Their presence has 
definitely been diminished.

Improvements to 8th avenue. Newly constructed condos and apartments 
and the M Street Market

The First Hill Community needs more residential housing in all price 
catagories (condos, apartments, etc.)

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• the street trees in the 
north part of the n’hood 
are fabulous
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Q2: What are you dissatisfied about?
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other things 
respondents are 

dissatisfied about:
• Hospital Construction 
along Boren
• community cohesion
• losing city view to the 
west
• too much ambulance 
noise
• Continued operation of 
the Methadone Treatment 
Center in the middle of a 
residential neighborhood 
(Seneca & Summit) and 
across the street from the 
school cafeteria facility 
for the Northwest School 
as well as across the 
street from Cascade Court 
(subsidiz

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?

12

0

2

8

10

4

6

I have never felt safe walking around my neighborhood at night and many 
times during the day.  I live on 10th ave just south of Seattle University.

Many more street and homeless people.  I don’t like walking around.

Madison is the closest we have to a business district, but because it seems 
mostly to serve the hospitals, most businesses close early and offer little to 
area residents except for fast food and drug stores

Please, throw residents a bone.  We need restaurants and public meeting 
spaces that are open at night.  There’s not even a local coffee bar - and this 
is Seattle!  Also, traffic around Harborview and on James needs to be routed 
to move faster.  The pollution and noise generated is torture.  Pedestrians 
are taking our lives into our own hands with each walk.  Few walkways are 
unobstructed and drivers who disregard law and endanger pedestrians are 
not ticketed.  Let’s have a camera for that!

the sidewalks along Madison are much to narrow for the number of people 
who use them every day. Most of the new hospital buildings don’t contribute 
to a business district with retail and restaurants for residents, employees and 
hospital visitors.

I think the business districts can be better developed although frankly, its a 
function of poorly designed 20-30 yr old buildings.

I am happy with my neighborhood, but I feel that it lacks some of the 
community cohesion I see in other Seattle neighborhoods. Being largely 
dominated by large institutions inhibits this community feel.

it was expected and inevitable
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Need more density, taller buildings. Freeway park is a slum. 
Zero nightlife- everything shuts down at 6. No decent 
restaurants.

need more walking and bike paths

I think it’s crazy that it’s more convenient for me to walk 
to Capitol Hill than take a bus (limited schedules for the 60 
and the 9). I walk everywhere now, so it’s not a problem, 
but there are plenty of seniors in my neighborhood (and I 
hope to be one at one point), and why should their mobility 
be restricted to a small number of buses that have a 
limited schedule? I’m also concerned about the high-rise 
apartments that are going up like lightning. Are they safe? 
Are residents being given incentives NOT to own a car 
(like Zipcar in the building)? I know buildings are required 
to provide a certain number of parking spaces, but there’s 
also the issue of additional cars on these very small, narrow 
roads. Again, not safe for children, seniors, or pedestrians 
of any age. Why can’t we have traffic circles like the higher-
SES neighborhoods? And as far as business goes, we need 
more in our area than just Harborview and corner groceries. 
Madison attracts a lot because of the private hospitals, but 
again, increased activity near Harborview would do a lot to 
alleviate its image as an unsafe neighborhood.

The only useful bus that is less than a quarter a mile away is 
the #2. Everything else I have to walk to Pike/Pine or down 
to the bus tunnel. Not that that’s much to complain about, 
but it’d be nicer if there were more options on Seneca/
Madison.    Also, many of the businesses on Madison close 
early on weekdays and are closed on weekends.    There 
are way too many hospital buildings in the area, and the 
ambulances have no qualms about blasting their silences in 
the dead of night (even though there’s no one else on the 
road)

Homelessness and drug users and sellers on the streets 
and in the alleys. No bicycle police presence. Prostitution 
on the street at University at Summit and Boylston.

The continued lack of meaningful transit improvements 
and green space for a residential and work force 
population as dense as that found on First Hill.  The City, 
County and State governments have failed to provide the 
promised infrastructure improvements needed to support 
this urban neighborhood that provides such important 
regional services and amenities.

It’s nothing but hospitals here, if it weren’t for M Street 
Grocery I couldn’t live here.
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There has been very little advancement on the 
Pedestrian corridors plan, Public Transportation 
improvements and green space additions

First Hill still seems under served by mass transit, 
especially considering the number of people 
who live and work there. Boren is gradually 
turning into a walled canyon that is hostile to 
pedestrians

the only vision that I can even imagine trying to 
measure/analyze is the one about being a health-
care center. I can certainly attest to the invasion 
of hospital buildings in this neighborhood

I was involved in part of the planning process, 
and it was disheartening to see it dominated by 
the selfish needs of particular people working for 
the city (the amount of attention paid to parking 
kiosks, for example, was absurd and completely 
unrelated to the needs of the neighborhood), the 
hospitals, and large businesses.  Thus, the plan 
vision may or may not be achieved.  The plan was never a true reflection of the needs of the neighborhood.

It seems to me as if a lot of attention is focused on Madison and Yesler Terrace alone, but they don’t make up all of First 
Hill. It’s almost like the “”bad”” part is being tarted up and the “”good”” part gets the rest of the attention.

Yesler Community Center was built (good); Madison Street District and improved connections to downtown don’t seem 
to have been addressed too well.

I think the health and business/related strategies are moving along, but the history and cultural goals need more effort. 
Things have changed now that there will not be a light rail station on First Hill, so this should be updated. It is a bit hard 
for me to gauge about the range of housing available, but I think a more comprehensive set of housing options would 
always be desirable.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.

very well somewhat
well

somewhat
poorly

very poorly don’t know/
neutral
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6

How well are your Neighborhood Plan vision and 
key strategies being achieved?
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It was understood that the mobility issues on First Hill 
would become critical given the projected job and 
residential growth during the planning process.  In an 
area that contains 24 hour employment staffing and 
patient/family arrivals at all times of the day, there 
is an acute shortage of pedestrian oriented lighting 
on both city owned streets and within institutional 
boundaries.  This is a critical safety issue given the 
location of parking facilities and medical facility 
employees walking to and from work from their First 
Hill homes.  Both the city and the medical institutions 
have failed to provide the necessary pedestrian 
oriented lighting as set forth in the Neighborhood 
Master Plan.

The only one I see there that I care about is having 
more businesses. It would also be nice if there were 
more properties available for purchase

I’m not sure. It’s unclear to me where residential 
opinion/needs played into how the priorities were 
developed. It seems more as if the plan’s development 
were predicated on how First Hill should appear to the 
rest of the City than how it should help the people who 
live there (primarily) and work there.

still much room for improvement wrt downtown connections; Yesler Terrace & Madison Street District should be 
updated to reflect changed circumstances (major changes being planned at YT, streetcar opportunities rather than light 
rail station = different opportunities).

Madison - Some great additions on west end. The rest has changed little.  And light rail will not stop on First Hill. 
Yesler Community Center is complete, but redevelpment of Yesler Terrace wil be a big priority. 
Open Space should be a priority. 
I-5 connectons have gone nowhere.

Please see comments above about light rail station.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so
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How to encourage and support business development.  How to mitigate mess from Sound Transit

Safety.  More police presence would be nice.

The mobility needs of First Hill (pedestrian mobility and Public Transit enhancements).

public transportation.

lighting, mass transit, safety, cleanliness of streets

ways to encourage pedestrian movement, ways to increase density, revising zoning plans to allow 
and improving building scale/ sidewalk and street relationships.

businesses

Density, ground-level retail incentives

Residents, quality of life, businesses and services available evenings and weekends, and 
pedestrian safety.

Residents’ needs and how they’re being met.

how to get info about what’s happened (First Hill Urban Village Park Plan) & explaining what the 
data presented, particularly in the specific n’hood data, has to do with the plan.

Open space - area, proximity

Cleaning up the neighborhood.

safety

More detailed reports. Update to current conditions.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...



Q4: Status reports should focus less on...
472

firSt hill firSt hill

Policing and safety

The continued siting and permitted operation of “”special needs”” facilities on First Hill.  These 
facilities are in direct conflict with the growing residential, medical employee and visiting 
patient/family population of First Hill.

hospitals

Parking.

Building tall apartments and condos, and facilitating the needs of people who are only here 9 to 
5.

Descriptive statistics.

demographic data - there’s no context for trends and how things might have changed 
within the urban village strategy; the Commercial Code re-write as an example of plan 
implementation...if something like that is going to be included, it should be put in a city-
wide context, not called out as one of only a few specific examples of how the plan has been 
implemented.

Not sure.  The demographic data is interesting, but how does it get used in neighborhood 
plans?

Keeping old, run down buildings.

spending public money on corporate millionaire playgrounds

n/a

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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How the city really plans to achieve these goals

The need to make mandatory the construction of the types of pedestrian 
mobility improvements discussed above within the boundaries of 
the Major Institutions BY the institutions before issuing city building 
permits...there should be a MASTER PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING plan 
demanded and possibly designed by the city to be constructed and paid 
for by Swedish, Harborview and Virginia Mason Medical Centers within 
their respective institutional boundaries...and the Pedestrian Corridors 
suggested in the Neighborhood Plan (Terry Avenue from Yesler Terrace 
to Madison Street, Minor Avenue from Madison Street to Pike Street, 
8th Avenue from James Street to Madison Street and University Street 
from 9th Avenue to Harvard Avenue) should be implemented by the City.  
This is a walking neighborhood of downtown professionals, medical 
professionals, patients, family members, students and elderly.  These 
urban dwellers and those visiting need to feel safe while on the streets of 
First Hill after dark.

The effect of the Olive Street exit off I5 on the traffic on Marion and Madison.

I think I’ve covered some of those things in the comments above.

Safety issues related to increased density and the subsequent increase in vehicle traffic.

The data needs to be connected back to the plan. I realize that’s a tremendous about of work and might be 
practically impossible, but it seems like a gap. Part of the problem is the simulateneous vague & specific nature of the 
neighborhood plans themselves, but it would be great to make more sense of them.

Unsure

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?



Status Check
Transcript of Fremont Questionnaire Responses

The Fremont Plan was adopted in 1999 and includes the 
Fremont Hub Urban Village. The map shows the neighborhood 
plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school
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less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

187 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/fremont/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

fremoNt

yes, many townhomes have gone in.

Density and crime have grown while neighbor to 
neighbor communication have gone down hill IMO.  More 
rentals, greater density and non sustainable growth 
have contributed to a breakdown of communication and 
cooperation of residents.  Traffic on Leary Way with two 
lanes each direction and a turn lane between has grown 
exponetionally has contributed to a less than friendly 
walking experience.

Single family homes replaced by condos or apts.  More 
trucks in our area and parked on street, sometimes in 
middle of street while they unload.  Roads & parking even 
more congested...often bad because N 50th & N 46th 
represent a major traffic conduit into Fremont/Ballard.  
Experienced 2 residential burglaries and attempted 
other in last 10 years (drug houses).  Police and residents 
having major problems with Isabella/ Italia, Wallingford 
and Fremont Inns (disruptive behavior, shootings, 
prostitution, drugs & drug dealing etc).  Prostitutes 
(transients) big problem especially now.  Also recently 
found sleeping in our yard.  Needles found recently.  
Trash.  People shouting. This year Police have come 
thru yard a police dog, also tasered a man jumping our 
fence while running from them. SDOT needs to re-add 
delineator posts from current posts on Sbound Aurora 
south to intersection of N. Allen Pl and Aurora Ave N 
where N Phinney Way merges onto Aurora (ridiculous # 
of auto accidents) caused by vehicles turning west over 
merging traffic onto N. Allen Pl. (800 block). Microwave 
congestion in this area.  ETC ETC ETC

Traffic projects (e.g. Aurora Bridget approach) have been 
an improvement.  Our specific street(s) have seen a large 
amount of development and redevelopment.  There has 
been some slight increase in density, which is good.

The main thing that has changed over the past few 
years is the crime and illegal activities by Aurora and the 
motels located there.  I live by one and it has created a 
disturbing, unsafe, and loud block to live on.  It has made 
our condo building a horrible place to live and I would 
move if I didn’t own my home.  I would not recommend 
living in this area to anyone and will not live by here 
again.

Way to many townhomes, lack of care for historical 
character, large increase in crime and general problems, 
too many residence not enough parking, motels on 
Aurora bring in bad element, drugs and prostitution

More small businesses on the western side of N 36...
Seattle Fish, Petpoluzza.  Don’t like big box stores..like 
Fred Meyer.  Like small businesses.  Better pedestrian, 
bicycle & vehicle traffic safety with the new lights and 
bicycle share-the-road signs.  Not fond of the parking 
meters, but understand their need.

Installed paid parking meters  some of the areas around 
my home have had sidewalk improvement work done on 
them (ramps at corners for strollers or wheelchairs)  More 
and different businesses coming in  more townhomes and 
condos going up  better sense of community  increased 
car break ins  some neighborhood parks put in

The main business district has become a nightlife hotspot 
wihich has gentrified the neighborhood to some degree.  
Overall, though it seems cleaner and more active.  
transportation projects around the bridges have been a 
big help with traffic flow.

I realize there’s more constructive use of the survey 
than this, but I live half way up Fremont Ave, between 
Fremont and Aurora.  In the 7 years I’ve been living here, 
the immediate neighborhood has become a dangerous 
place to live.  The Motels on Aurora, particularly the 
Italia and the Fremont Inn,  are open incubators for drug 
dealers and prostitutes, who find the less traveled space 
between Aurora and Fremont Avenue as perfect for 
deals, pick-ups, shooting-up and coming down off highs. 
There are afternoons, evenings and weekends that feel 
as though they out number us.  Even with an incredible 
block watch group, who document license plates, take 
photos and have the process at hand for reporting - the 
neighborhood is always on edge.  It has the potential to 
be a wonderful place to live, but the owners of the motels 
on Aurora apparently are allowed to have their own ‘plan’.

I’ve seen a lot of infill development without a lot of 
small-area planning which leaves single family houses 
next to the “Mushroom-House” projects. Cars seem to 
go a lot faster on 36th St than they used to, which makes 
crossing it hard with small kids. It also makes the Fremont 
business district seem more like a thoroughfare district 
than a Biz District.  The library is nicer!

I have lived here for 3 years and I love the area. I do think 
that there are some busy streets that can be hard to cross 
as a pedestrian, and I don’t know if those are better or 
worse than before.

much improvement

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Yes. The density has increased dramatically. But the 
transportation has not. I still can not take a bus from 42nd 
& Fremont to shop at The PCC  or any other Fremont 
buisniness. I don’t drive. I often do not have time to 
walk down, and then up the hill. How do I support the 
neighborhood?    Also, the drug dealing / prostition 
problem originating at Aurora hotels and invading my 
street of North Motor Place have gone totally out of 
control. I see drug deals and John pickups everyday 
at 7:15 AM walking to the bus. And at night, I hear the 
altercations outside. Is any body listening? I find syringe 
needles from drug use in my front yard, homeless people 
sleeping in my basement stairwell. and cigerettes from 
who knows who in my back garden.    Does any one care?    
This used to be a nice neigborhood, and I need to live 
here the rest of my life.

Many more apts.  More business too.  Community 
involvement still high, but not as spontaneous and 
“Funky” as Fremont used to be.  No place to park in the 
retail core, used to be no problem.

Infrastructure changes mentioned in status report are 
definite improvements. On the downside, my immediate 
neighborhood (N.42nd St and Linden Ave N, N. Motor 
Place) has taken a dive in the last three years because of 
drugdealing, prostitution, and petty crime all associated 
with new ownership the following motels on Aurora: 
Italia, Isabella, Fremont Inn. The motels are clearly 
centers for these activities and I and neighbors have 
documented this. The owners of these motels, Mr. and 
Mrs. Inman, have not done enough to control these 
activities that take place on or near the motels and have 
not been responsive to neighborhood calls and petitions 
to do so.

a lot more bars have opened, a lot of old houses have 
been torn down replaced by generally ugly condominiums 
and downtown fremont feels like it doesn´t have the 
same sheen as ballard, like it´s gotten run down without a 
high standard of business investment.

More art development, more restaurants/bars, less 
parking

There has been many new and updated condos, but 
the addition of such establishments as Nectar and 
The Ballroom has bought additional ruckus to the 
neighborhood. There isn’t a weekend where I am not 
awakened at 2:00 am with drunks getting into their cars 
on phinney ave. Where are the police?

There has been a lot of development of housing and 
business. It has lost its unique identity somewhat.  For 
a while, it seemed like it was becoming the northend 
Belltown as far as nightlife.

More frat boy bars and fewer counter-culture people.

Unfortunately, things have been good, except for the 
inordinate increase in bars and cocktail lounges in the 
neighborhood that has expanded outside the core of the 
Fremont business district.  There’s been a signifincant 
change with the demolition of single family dwellings 
being replaced with 4 / 8 / 12 unit townhouses which has 
impacted the “family” or neighborly atmosphere of the 
community.

The urban village area has become very alive with activity 
and there are many new and exciting businesses.

Fremont’s bar/drinking environment has become more 
rowdy and dangerous.  There are routinely fights at bars 
such as The Ballroom and Nector on Friday and Saturday 
nights.  These bars and/or police do not do a good enough 
job at preventing fights, and vandalism in Fremont.

1) Too many old homes have been replaced with 
generically designed townhomes lacking in parking.  Our 
neighborhood in upper Fremont is losing more and more 
of its interesting small scale street character and the area 
is getting more congested and dangerous for pedestrians.    
2) Many new restaurants and retail businesses have 
replaced the myriad wholesale and service businesses 
that used to be in upper Fremont. Again, more 
congestion without mitigation.

More parks and art and open space

Remained the same

Yes.  Some things are improving (traffic, parks).  However, 
drug sales/use and prostitution are getting worse.
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I love living in Fremont. I value having an arts council! 
Lots more art has appeared in down town Fremont. 
Nice. To many of the old houses have been torn down 
for really cheap and small condos. Sad. Density factor 
very noticeable even though many of the condos are 
empty. Even sadder that they replaced homes and they 
are un rented. I am surprised by the rental report in 
Fremont (if I understand it correctly) I would expect it 
was higher. I guess my experience is families of 4 and 
they can’t live in these tiny new condos or a 1 bedroom 
apt. So it is higher cost for families living here.  The 
crime level has increased substantially on my street 
past 2 years 42nd and Fremont because of  the Aurora 
Hotels. Lots of tweekers braking into cars for drug 
money. prostitution heavy. The Buckaroo Tavern is fine. 
The cliental actually helps watch what’s going on on the 
street and has apprehended criminals from their location 
on occasions. Nice. The police say until those hotels are 
torn down and replaced it will remain a bad seen. They 
can’t really do much. Like heading cats. Eye opening. 
These young folks have no teeth. They walk up and 
down fremont with crazy eyes, ripped pants, sockless. 
City gives vouchers to people to stay there that are all 
drugged up. Guess they gotta sleep somewhere. They 
need management and councilors there to rehabilitate 
those really lost souls. It’s never been like this in the 20 
years I’ve lived here. I have security on my house now. 
Everyone around here has had to replace car windows 
and been ripped off. Some times it’s worse than others. 
Police say it’s cause they do sting operations and the 
action shifts from neighborhood to neighborhood.   There 
needs to be a cross walk at 42nd and Fremont Ave North. 
It takes along time to cross that street and there are 
popular resturaunts, businesses, schools and apartments 
on both sides of the street in both directions. Tavern, 
dance studio, apartments, Swing side, Pasau,. Tons of 
accidents have happened on that corner as well.   I am 
concerned that parking fees and permits maybe installed 
in Fremont like other neighborhoods in Seattle! Strongly 
against that. Who ever came up with those meters did 
not take into consideration RAIN and WIND and women 
being vulnerable to attacks while screwing with those 
meters (men too) easy targets. Life is stressful enough. I 
do not want to have my guests rumnning around moving 
cars every few hours like on capital hill. . .Quality of a 
neighborhood is being able to relax in your own home. 
We need to stop anymore desity if we don’t have room to 
park.

I don’t know. I’ve lived here for one year.

We moved to Fremont because of its closeness to the 
city and the sense of community. But after 2 years living 
in the area we are finding that the motels that surround 
our building and are an incredible source of problems 
and delinquency. We can not understand why the City of 
Seattle has no power on revoking the licenses of these 
places, we have to call the police almost every day, and 
that is a waste of money and time, because it doesn’t 
change anything.

i have seen and appreciated the start of improvements 
on roads, paths and sidewalks for pedestrian and cycling 
safety.  i also appreciate the care given to the wonderful 
public areas and parks in the neighborhood

The demographics of the people that live here have 
changed dramatically.  Out are the older cars that people 
kept limping along; in are shiny new cars with names 
like Audi, Mercedes-Benz and BMW.  People that could 
work in something other than an office setting used 
to thrive in Fremont; those people have been forced 
out in favor of office workers.  Fremont used to be a 
community with an interesting and thriving art scene; 
now it is a postcard of what it once was.  The image 
of Fremont is what is being sold to people who really 
aren’t interested in living in Fremont so much as they’re 
interested in living in a cheaper Queen Anne or a cheaper 
Bellevue.  It is becoming its own, odd status symbol in a 
way.  Development in all parts of the neighborhood have 
radically changed the character of the neighborhood.  
These changes have had both positive and negative 
impacts, but overall I’m not yet terribly impressed with 
what we’re turning into.

Fremont has gotten VERY CROWDED and too dense.  
Fremont Ave itself need repaved as you go up towards 
46th - it is lumpy and has gotten worse since the old 
stripes were ground out to make new bicycle lanes.  There 
should be a left turn signal for Fremont Ave and 46th - 
there is one for the 46th St traffic but not for Fremont.  
The new light for the onramp to Aurora is ridiculous and 
causes horrible backups onto Aurora at evening rush 
hour.  The people who run the light on eastbound 46th 
approaching Aurora contribute to the backup as well.

Traffic and congestion has increased and on-street 
parking in the core is much more difficult . There has been 
an overall increase in criminal behavior around the hotels 
on I-99. Density is good but infrastructure needs to keep 
pace.
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Gentrification and town house proliferation inversely 
proportional to the sense and sensibility of the 
neighborhood. That is while the cheap, chock-a-block 
subdivision of house lots into town houses took place at a 
horrofying rate the funkiness that is Fremont has bled out 
and been subdued.

Not alot.  I’ve only been here about 1 year.  There is quite 
a bit more high-end commercial office space and a few 
condo buildings are being developed.

An increase in crime along the Aurora corridor is 
very noticeable in upper Fremont. It extends into 
the residential neighborhoods and creates an unsafe 
environment. It seems to have gotten worse since I 
moved here in 2007.

Increased office (high quality) construction along canal 
-- desirable white collar/high tech workplace  upgraded 
commerical area, small interesting shops, cleaner/better 
esthetic  excellent upgrade to bridge approaches, with 
good treatment of burke-gilman trail/public access  more 
bars and night places, draws in larger/younger evening 
crowd  huge increase in coffee outlets  very nice/modern 
grocery store  Good increase in parking.  Neighbor still, 
mostly, convenient by car  residential neighborhoods in 
“better” condition -- homes and gardens.  Big increase 
in multi-unit housing -- 4-plex townhouses, condos, 
apartments.  Some interesting/good quality  fairly steep 
climb in housing prices -- considered an very good 
“location”, fairly good&desireable neighborhood  good 
schools (west woodland and BF day) -- problems at 
McClure, improvements at Hamilton.  Ballard good h.s. 
option  Industrial areas seem active  Increased traffic/
backups on 36th/leary, 39th, market street/46th -- only 
likely to get worse (to transport big population increase in 
Ballard)  crime seems low.  low vagrancy.

Has become less of a small quirky village and very 
much a party club scene.  On weeknights Fremont is 
still somewhat friendly but on weekends it becomes a 
drunken college student hangout.  We walk with our 
kids into Fremont regularly and now have avoided the 
weekends, the only good aspect of this I guess it shows 
the kids what fools drunks are.  the new Fremont is 
nothing like what the neighborhood plan intended I am 
sure, unless it is about the bar scene.

I live in the Urban Village.  We’re one of the last single 
family homes left in the area.  More density, more traffic, 
and a ton more young couples (moving into the newly 
constructed townhomes).

Better bike path access. More interesting restaurants, 
retail businesses. Pretty extensive gentrification of 
nearby properties. Swarms of crows chasing the bald 
eagles away.

While I have not been living in the Fremont neighborhood 
for the past 10 years, but I have been there for nearly five. 
I really enjoy the community and arts focus of Fremont. I 
specifically enjoy the Abbey Arts Center and the Fremont 
marker.

It’s lost some businesses and gained new ones. Seems to 
be a good amount of turnover in the retail district.

There is very little parking and the businesses are not 
helping by not providing parking for their customers.

Traffic flow reworked, much more nightlife, more owned 
(vs. rented) residences, library park, more restaurants, 
many new businesses, phasing-out of funkier businesses 
and activities, overall slicker.

More townhouses, new businesses, some development of 
the commercial “houses” along 36th.

Many more businesses in Upper Fremont/Fremont 
Village area.  Density seems to be improving but 
still has too much freedom for ugly condos that ruin 
the neighborhood aesthetic and health.      Fremont 
Abbey which is a community arts center has grown 
and developed but is still yet to be recognized as the 
Community Center called for in the neighborhood plan. 
This may be due to it’s location at 43rd/fremont but we’d 
like to see that improved.

Higher housing density.  More traffic.  More bars along 
Leary.  More litter.  More people running red lights, stop 
signs; speeding.

Parking is a nightmare now that it has been zoned. 
The noise from late night bar/visitors has spread into  
the quiet residential streets due to the zoned parking 
restrictions.

Well, as with most neighborhoods in the area...condos 
condos condos. And now the parking is restricted, which 
as a resident I was/am VERY opposed to.
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Many of the independent businesses have disappeared, 
with nothing taking their place.  The property cost has 
gotten out of hand and forced them to other parts of the 
town, or out of business completely.

Motels on Aurora and Aurora Ave. have become more 
of a magnet for drugs and prostitution.  However, due 
to neighborhood participation, residents have worked 
to clean up the area (mainly between 40th and 46th 
Avenues and bordering Aurora Avenue).

Many unruly bars and nightlife crowds. Parking is difficult 
to find. Sidewalks are often littered with trash & broken 
bottles.

The only noticable change I have seen is in regards to 
parking. I live just outside the metered area, therefore it 
is much harder for residents to find parking on our street 
since visitors to the neighborhood seem to park there.

Townhomes have destroyed the neighborhood feel.  
In our area you see house, house, huge towhnhome 
comlex towering high over its neighbors, house, house.    
Something has to be done to regulate townhome 
development.  I am tired of seeing townhomes sprout 
up right in the middle of single family homes.  I think 
townhomes should be clustered around each other to 
protect existing neighbors and make the appearance 
blend in.  Right now they stick out like sore thumbs.  I 
think there should be a stronger push for townhomes to 
have front doors that face the street.  It is creepy to walk 
in front of all of these dark parking-access driveways.  You 
never know who is lurking in the shadows.  And with the 
townhome residents living only on the 2nd and 3rd floors 
there is no eyes and ears on the street level to help deter 
crime.

more car traffic, more grafitti on walls, but seemingly less 
crime along Aurora Avenue

It became more crowded. Large number of ugly 
townhouses went up that are less and less affordable.

More color. I love that. I feel that there is also more 
solidarity found in the community members.

Way too many condos and apartments in areas that are 
too close to L1.  Downtown Fremont is lively, but a little 
too much with the bar scene.  Additional parks are good.

Tough traffic flow through downtown Fremont -- many 
more traffic lights that are poorly timed. Huge change 
to late night party destination with proliferation of 
bars (I believe it’s the 2nd largest concentration in the 
city) with crowds of drunken partiers 3+ nights/week. 
Great improvement w/ Fremont Peak Park and the park 
adjacent to the library. Repeated challenges for bike 
commuters traversing Fremont w/ repeated prolonged 
closures of the Burke-Gilman trail under the Fremont 
bridge.

Updated grocery store (PCC).  Better driving traffic 
patterns.  Lost a couple of pedestrian-friendly crossings 
on 36th. Lost a local drug store.  Lost some “working-
class” public art projects (the TV wall.)  Gained the Peak 
Park which is amazing and fabulous--I visit it every 
day.  Lost the Still Life.  ;-(  Lots more nightclub/bar 
establishments and people coming into Fremont in the 
evenings.  Fewer artists and more boutiques.  I miss some 
of the old creative energy.

Since I’ve lived in Fremont, an RPZ was enacted which 
significantly and negatively impacted my quality of life.  
After reviewing the status report, I believe there is a 
major disconnect between the vision statement and key 
strategies and what I experience in my daily life.  And, as 
a new resident, I find some of the strategies not in line 
with what I need from an urban experience (for example - 
the Fremont Troll as a key strategy?) and others not being 
addressed at all.

Area in and around the Fremont bridge has been 
developed extensively.  Unfortunately most of the older 
homes have been knocked down (instead of renovated) 
to make way for high density Town Homes.

The completion of the park next to the Fremont library 
was a positive development. Adding the left turn signal 
from 35th ave, going East, to turn up the street by Lenin 
is another good thing. The artistic additions, e.g. the 
lampost and colored glass in the ground near Kinkos have 
kept things sufficiently “Fremonty.” Other than that, I’ve 
noticed the commerce/businesses that have gone in and 
out of Fremont change the most over the 5+ years I’ve 
lived in the neighborhood.

More townhouses, more development, neighborhood 
park built
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shops have gone more upscale with prices increasing. 
parking has become very difficult and now more costly.  
however, the area is very pleasant and accessible.  many 
of the small conveniences though still must be found 
outside of fremont, in neighboring wallingford and 
ballard.

Density of the neighborhood feels as if it has increased 
(town homes/condos replacing single family homes 
in the urban center), parking situation has worsened, 
positive changes in the retail establishments (excellent 
restaurants) and additional retail space along Fremont 
Ave

I can’t tell

Gotten much more gentrified.

Bridge Way redesign and RPZ has improved traffic by my 
house.

Increased population density, traffic, and crime. 
Proliferation of cookie-cutter townhomes and bars. 
Increased gentrification at the expense of working-class 
and low-income residents.

More condo complexes exist.  Younger demographic.  
More drinking establishments opening.

Major redevelopment adjacent to the Fremont Bridge, 
while the rest of the neighborhood feels unchanged 
despite many new housing apartments, and town homes 
having been built.

Overall it has become nicer but recently the crime rate 
has sharply increased.

single family homes being replaced with multi-family 
homes/townhouses. more businesses. lack of parking!!!!

High-end/specialized/luxury retailers have moved in while 
older businesses (e.g. Sonic Boom and Asteroid Cafe) 
have closed their locations.

In the 3 years since I’ve been there several of the nicer 
businesses/restaurants have closed (eg Asteroid and the 
sicilian restaurant that used to be on 34th) and instead we 
now have more bars that attract drunken louts.

My street 36th avenue became a dead-end street and the 
motel was removed, both huge improvements to increase 
the sense of community and safety on my street.

Yes. More condos, less low-cost housing, more 
corporations, less small businesses, paid parking where it 
once was free.

Yes

There has been more development.  Particularly, in the 
last two years, there has been more sub-dividing of the 
lots in the neighborhood for townhomes and cottages. 
I think this is actually an excellent plan, and has really 
cleaned areas of upper Fremont (Linden and 40th) up 
nicely.

Since I’ve lived in Fremont I’ve seen the construction of 
several new apartment buildings/ condos along 36th St 
that look like they will go a long way toward redeveloping 
that section of the urban village. Several new storefronts 
have opened up in that area as well.

The neighborhood has changed drastically over the past 
10 years.  Mostly through the development on Fremont 
and 34th east.  There has also been a massive amount 
of single standing homes converted to townhouse 
complexes.  Parking and traffic are definitely getting 
worse.  The pedestrian aspect seems to be better.

New bridge, more commercial space, newer apartments.

Very much.  A definite move from being an artsy 
community with interesting shops to a destination 
for young white party seeking types.  Parking in the 
neighborhoods has become worse.  The changes in the 
“Urban Village” seem to be less geared for serving the 
surrounding neighborhood than trying to attract people 
from the outside.

1) Fremont Bridge approach completed, with positive 
results for trail use and less traffic congestion.  2) More 
homeless people camping out on Burke-Gilman trail, 
along business doorways near Peet’s Coffee, and in 
unmanaged and undeveloped land around Troll.

The biggest change is the demolition of single family 
homes and construction of ugly massive multi family 
buildings.
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Increase in number of bars and restaurants, creation of 
many new jobs by the building of software businesses, 
loss of  some “funky” flavor due to gentrification 
(townhouses, soaring property values, expensive 
boutiques, etc.), improved library, two new parks, more 
bus service, loss of Empty Space Theatre, PCC Market - all 
in all, a mixed bag. Would still not want to live anywhere 
else in town.

There are more bars and restaurants now particularly on 
the west end of 36th. There are also more townhomes 
in the main ‘urban village’ area. There have been a lot of 
improvements to parks and public spaces.

Yes.

I have only been working in Fremont for one year. 
The changes that I have seen are the current parking 
changes...ie meters, stickers, metermaids.

In the past 5 years, many more townhouses have been 
built -often on the backyards of existing family homes. 
This has decreased available parking & increased traffic. 
The City of seattle has imposed parking charges in 
the urban core of Fremont against the wishes of most 
residents & shop keepers- this has caused me to plan 
shopping & dining excursions with friends OUTSIDE of 
my residental neighborhood- when in the past we would 
have often stayed in Fremont. The prositution & drug 
traffic has seemed to remain at the same (fairly high) 
level - but the petty crime has increased such as business, 
residental & auto break-ins & muggings. When we moved 
in- we were told that Seattle police was cracking down 
on this crime- but it has not happened. It has caused me 
to consider moving to another neighborhood- I certainly 
would not like to retire here- it would be unsafe to be 
elderly in Fremont.

Total and utter gentrification!  I just moved to Ballard.  
Only hipsters and yuppies live here now.  The artists are 
long gone.  A destination party neighborhood---no reason 
to live here anymore----the noise is incredible and the 
congestion gets worse every month---

We have more businesses popping up in Georgetown, 
and I think more young couples are moving in (you have 
started to see strollers and kids, which you did not  years 
ago).  The restoration of the boots, and Oxbow park is 
lovely, and we enjoy it very much.  The Eagles shutting 
down has improved the feel of the neighborhood-- which 
used to get crowded (and often rowdy) on Saturday 
nights.  I am excited to see the new development that will 
go in that space.  I like the changes above-- and I hope 
they can happen alongside Georgetown remaining a 
place for creative, artistic people to thrive.  I like that this 
neighborhood is a “little different”, and I do not want to 
see all of these changes come at the expense of us having 
a distinct personality.

I enjoy Fremont Peak Park, walking there to see the 
sunset several days a week.  I appreciate the additional 
new public art, the lighted sculptures in front of Kinko’s 
to our eighborhood already rich with public art.  As more 
visitors come to enjoy the night life, they often leave 
behind beer cans and bottles on the sidewalks and streets 
before they drive home to their own neighborhoods.  
The bottles espescially are a hazard to cyclists who use 
Fremont Ave on their commute to work.  I would like 
to see if there are ways our local bars can prevent their 
patrons from littering Fremont.

The sense of place has grown and continues to grow.

groth

Seems like more crime on Aurora corridor (prostitution, 
drugs, burglary, theft, vandalism). Most of this seems 
linked to the low-rent motels between N 50th St and 
Aurora Bridge.    Better traffic flow around Fremont core. 
More vibrant night-life.

More high-density housing, such as taking out one old 
house and replacing with 4-6 townhomes.
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Moved here in 1984, bought a house and rehabbed it in 
1985-87.  Neighborhood is still a mixed demographic, but 
the number of young professionals just out of school has 
increased.  Still very white, but an increasing number of 
immigrants, especially from Africa.  New buildings--e.g., 
at Stone and 45th, including apartments with retail on 1st 
floor, one excellent very well-run building with subsidized 
rents for low income/ disabled--and lots of new 
cookie-cutter townhouses. A number of upgraded and 
refurbished properties, with improved gardens, but some 
empty buildings as well (e.g., at 45th & Stone Starbucks 
and Jamba Juice closed; the Beso Del Sol restaurant 
closed and has never been replaced, and the rest of the 
building is underutilized now that Bastyr has moved 
out), while others have opened (e.g., Tutta Bella).  More 
properties on Aurora Ave N are chainlinked wastelands, 
but others on Aurora are now large apartment buildings 
with office rentals on first floor.  Aurora motels have 
changed hands but several are still problematic sites of 
drugdealing and prostitution.      Fremont business district 
around N. 34th is far more upscale and less interesting, 
but does offer PCC and other useful retail.  Ship canal 
access more attractive with the Fremont Bridge overhaul 
and accompanying bike and foot paths.   Traffic much 
worse, and some traffic revisions hurt rather than 
help, especially at N 46th and Aurora.      Bus access to 
downtown, N Aurora, UW, Seattle Center very good, 
though crowded and the 358 runs late almost all the time; 
bus access from Upper Fremont to Fremont business 
district VERY difficult--no direct service so we tend to use 
Wallingford instead.

I have noticed a dramatic increase in trafffic (human and 
auto) as people come to visit and live in the area. Overall a 
great increase in commercial activity; restaurants, stores, 
etc. Since I have lived here (33 years) Fremont has cleaned 
up quite a bit. With our new notority of course has come 
the bars and social outlets. Where I enjoy the impact from 
more commercial ventures I think we can do without 
the mulitutde of establishments that sell alcohol. Some 
are good; what we have are too many. This has been an 
ongoing issue hot debated for quite awhile. Obvioulsy its 
not the bars but the people who come from outside the 
area and behavior that is displayed on their way to and 
from. I appreciate the recent parking restrictions. It does 
control some of the problems in our area immeaitly north 
of “party town”.

parking enforcement has improved

1.  Higher residential density as result of townhouse 
and condo development  2.  More higher end retail, 
restaurants, bars  3.  More apparently homeless or 
transient people

Lots of gentrification.  Much higher density of living, and 
more general shopping, due largely to Fred Meyer.  Traffic 
has become much more congested and especially dense 
on Leary Way.  Crossing Leary as a pedestrian is difficult 
at peak times.

More dense housingn construction

* Too many single-family homes were torn down in the 
past 2 years and replaced with monotonous-looking 
townhouses. That sapped away some of Fremont’s 
character.    * Green sign at the Fremont Bridge entrance 
to Fremont summed up the dissipating character of the 
neighborhood when it was changed by an unknown 
person to read: “Welcome to Fremont - Center of 
the Universe - Where Bellevue Meets Ballard.”  That 
last phrase previously read “Set your watch back 5 
minutes.” (The sign later was removed.)     * Increasingly 
unaffordable. Across the street from me, a rambling 
house divided into 6 apartments  provided affordable 
housing for UW students and others. It was replaced with 
fewer townhouse units - 5 - that are bigger in size (bad 
for global warming). They sell for $439,000 and up.     * 
People live in campers on Fremont’s streets. The city has 
an affordable housing crisis. It will not help if you allow 
more density in my neighborhood for new buildings 
that charge outlandish purchase prices and rents.     * 
Harder to find a parking space.     * Less conducive for 
parents with young children. I’m Crimewatch captain 
for my block; the seedy motels on Aurora attract drug 
dealing/prostitution, which has lead at times to car 
break-ins, home break-ins, condoms found in alleyways, 
the occasional hypodermic needle found on the grounds 
of BF Day Elementary School, human feces found in 
lawns and in my garden.     * The greater density has 
led to LESS of a community feeling, as too many short-
timers choose NOT to participate in our annual Night 
Out block party, tending to the traffic circle, helping our 
Crimewatch or FAWN, the city’s oldest organization of 
its kind.      * Fremont Abbey moved in to the dismay of 
some residents, as alcohol at times is made available to 
participates.      I DO NOT WANT RELATIVELY SLEEPY 
UPPER FREMONT TO BECOME LIKE ROWDY LOWER 
FREMONT.
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Too many bars. The institution of paid on-street parking 
over the protests of all of us who live and work here. Too 
many new condos, concurrent with the tearing down of 
older affordable housing, so less artists. On the good side, 
PCC is bigger, and we’ve got some great places to eat.

The city has adopted parking hours that are unrealistic 
and crazy.  The trees on Fremont which could make for a 
lovely green avenue are butchered because of the power 
line.

My neighborhood has less police protection than ever 
before, and it’s noisier. These are the main reasons 
people give me for moving when they do. This is what I 
care about the most. I don’t care about who is or is not 
creating public art in my neighborhood. I don’t care about 
a “Mosaic Toolbox and Neighborhood Design Plan”. I 
don’t think there’s anything in this that will make me feel 
safer. I’m tired of graffiti, and the city’s response to it is 
not to catch the criminal who is creating the graffiti, but 
rather to penalize the property owner if the graffiti isn’t 
removed.  I want businesses at 45th & Stone, not vacant 
storefronts. Aurora Avenue, as the Mayor of Bremerton 
recently said in the newspaper, is a disgrace. It’s one 
of the ugliest, least people-friendly urban spaces I’ve 
ever seen, which is even more of a disgrace considering 
that on either side of it are some pretty decent 
neighborhoods, and I’ve lived in Atlanta and Indianapolis. 
I see nothing in the “draft status report” about that. Did 
you know that most people in my immediate area don’t 
know if they live in Wallingford or Fremont? I’m glad we 
have parks in the area, but very few people use them. I 
want less noise and more safety. You can “plan” all you 
want, but without those two basic things, any ideas you 
have about making my area more “livable” are much less 
meaningful than they would be otherwise.

Didn’t mind the hi-tech coming in (I work at Adobe). 
But resent the parking meter situation and could do 
without all the bars. Bottom line, it is doing better than I 
expected.

Yes, there have been many changes - Fremont is cleaner, 
safer and has an upbeat urban feel.

Very much for the better.  We now have vitality.

More art, more parks, more infrastructure and more 
growth.  Also, we’ve gotten paid street parking and an 
RPZ foisted upon us.  Our Chamber of Commerce and 
Arts Council have grown stronger and more effective, 
although the Neighborhood Council has only done one 
project (a HUGE one - they built low income housing) 
but they also meet regularly.  We may, finally, get a 
safety barrier on the Aurora Bridge and we’ve been more 
cohesive, throughout the neighborhood, in what we 
want, or don’t want, for the neighborhood.

The only completed change since i have been there is the 
new parking situation.

Much greater density because of the proliferation of 
townhouses replacing single-family homes. More robust 
business environment, better parks and amenities, but 
still no real community center.

We have been here 2 years. The only significant changes 
in that time are the continuing townhouse developments 
and the recent parking changes.

There has been considerable townhouse development 
in recent years, including the loss of historic houses. 
The commercial district is more vibrant than ever, 
however, traffic, parking, and loss of historic character 
are serious issues. The development at 34th and Fremont, 
including the PCC and housing is out of scale with the 
neighborhood and has had an adverse effect on the 
character of the area. The RPZ has helped somewhat 
with the local parking issue. The commercial center 
of Fremont should have been designated as a historic 
district 20 years ago. I am involved in neighborhood 
preservation efforts, which have been relatively 
successful to date. More recognition of historic buildings 
and opportunities for preservation need to be realized.

The neighborhood has been discovered by both a 
corporate culture and the young party set. Many of the 
older single-family homes have been torn down and 
replaced by ‘4-pack’ townhomes. Some of the designs 
are aesthetically pleasing, many of them are soulless 
and downright ugly. Nearly all of them are of the same 
basic interior design slated toward one demographic: 
young singles or couples with no children. Yards have 
been replaced by buildings or concrete driveways and the 
lost permeable ground and green spaces have not been 
replaced.
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number of bars has increased, diversity of businesses 
has decreased, pedestrian and bike safety have been 
decreased. petty crime has gone up. drinking and driving 
accidents have gone up significantly. we watch it on a 
weekly basis.

more townhouses, fewer single-family homes  more 
upscale, boutique stores  more office space, but much of 
it unoccupied  improved bicycle paths

More townhomes in upper Fremont, which has resulted 
in less parking, more businesses in both upper and lower 
Fremont, and parking meters in lower Fremont, and a 
great new park, Fremont Peak Park, near my house!

- Conversion of rental housing to condos/townhouses on 
a rather large scale  - More married couples and more 
young children  - Petty property crimes have waxed and 
waned but no consistent change one way or the other  - 
On-street parking is a little tighter than it used to be

Safety improvement at lights at 36th and Fremont Ave 
plus Evanston Ave. Fremont bridge replacement project. 
PCC has moved and redeveloped the block they’re 
now in. Long standing businesses have left: Fremont 
News, Ponteveccio. Library has done landscaping 
improvements. Other businesses, newer ones have come 
and gone quite rapidly and often. Roundabout at Troll 
installed, effectiveness questionable. Pay for parking 
and parking limits implemented in 2009--effectiveness 
questionable. Fremont Ave is quite often empty now, 
where have these cars gone?

Adobe, Getty Images and Google are changes to the 
neighborhood since I moved here in 1994.  Those changes 
are OK.  The changes that I do not like are all the new bars 
and the trouble they bring: drunk and loud people and 
drug dealers on the street.

my entire street was built out with condos in the last 2 
years.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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It’s nice to see new restaurants and shops going in -- prefer that to more and more bars.  Library renovation and 
adjacent park are great, as is the plaza beside the Adobe building (with the JP PAtches statue).

i love fremont´s unique character and energy!  we shop, go to the library, use the gym and do a lot of things in fremont 
without ever having to leave, never in our car!  it´s a very walkable and thus sustainable living area.

Fremont is a wonderful neighborhood with great people and outstanding local businesses to support. It is highly 
walkable and bike-friendly. These are the reasons I moved here and I continue to enjoy these aspects of Fremont.

I like parks and nicely maintained sidewalks and bike paths to help people get to them.

Like the Bridge Way project and the RPZ

other things respondents are pleased about:
• Neighbors
• walkable neighborhood, 100-year-old 
homes
• Fremont library has suffered from 
Ballard Library being well built and a 
neighborhood center being locally sited
• Fremont Market, public art
• Arts council being in existence and 
holding the community together.

• fremont abbey arts center and others in 
Fremont Village

• atmosphere (basically, all of the above.)
• Easy bus access to downtown - love the 
#5 bus!
• Great accessible interesting part of 
Seattle
• Bridge approach reconstructing and 
planting

• Community people
• historic character
• Still a good walking neighborhood
• sense of place, unique community, strong 
culture
• Fremont Arts Council and our spirit here
• Community events
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Density has led to parking and crime issues as well as 
daylight issues for existing properties, in addition I think 
the density has led to more older people on fixed incomes 
being priced right out of their homes and being forced to 
sell.  The 1% for arts has led to outrageous amounts being 
spent on art often created out of the area and at the 
same times essential services such as park or community 
service centers and libraries have had to cut hours.  Well 
meaning as art is we need services for our old and young 
before we need public monies spent on art.

Gotta love that Peak Park!

The new Fremont Peak park.  Canal Front, Fremont 
Sunday Market,Shops and restaurants, Fremont Outdoor 
Cinema

Fremont is a vibrant community that supports a variety of 
activities throughout the day and into the night. Because 
of this the neighborhood seems able to support a wide 
array of businesses and generally feels safe.

There seems to be a concerted effort to improve public 
facilities,  especially Ross and Fremont Peak Parks, 
library, canal walkway.

Safety and walking/bus accessibility

public transit is easy to use - we ride the bus every day to 
work and use bikes a lot. The peak park is near our house 
and a real treat - we go there often. Our small businesses 
are the highlight - going to Lighthouse coffee or the Dish 
for brunch - or just being able to buy groceries in walking 
distance - really makes life special.

Seattle does a good job of investing in the shared 
resources like libraries.  The Fremont business district 
is still vibrant, although in the past 10 years it’s become 
dominated by bars and clothing shops (and thai 
restaurants).

Appreciate any time there’s an effort to preserve some of 
the history of the neighborhood as the area is developed.  
Keeping it an area that invites foot traffic is a plus.  
Encouraging and making it possible for independent, 
small businesses to thrive in the downtown core has been 
good.

Other than the occasional incident outside the Ballroom 
Fremont feels very safe to walk around in the evening.

I enjoy the community feeling of Fremont. I am pleased 
that there are a varity of shops, restaurants & services in 
fremont and that they seem to be doing ok despite the 
economy (for the most part)

Really like the housing Solstice Apartments and the 
collaborative effort which produced them.

Burke-Gilman along the canal is a very nice public 
space  “Downtown” Fremont is increasingly interesting, 
attractive, and welcoming.

The Fremont Peak Park is great!

vibrant neighborhood with a variety of housing, and 
businesses.  Walkable downtown with parks.

There are great restaurants and shops, and some 
beautiful new storefronts.

I love the park beside the library, but the art and the name 
were forced upon us in my opinion.  The neighborhood 
is more active than ever, and I think that has increased 
neighborhood safety...

The improvements to Ross Park on the west side of 
Fremont!  Love the new facilities !  But most of all I like 
new businesses.

Love the businesses - small restaurants, Marketime, 
Persimmon, Via Tribulani, etc. And, love the library!

Like the neighborhood park

Resident participation.  Markettime Store friendly, 
convenient.  Transportation ample but sometimes a little 
scary on Aurora. It’s wonderful having the zoo in the area, 
ditto Green Lake.

Have worked hard on safety issues and on neighborhood 
community building and have seen some success on 
both.

Redevelopment of the Bridge Way/Aurora on-ramp 
intersection improved trafic flow and pedestrial safety. 
More viable businesses and better overall business 
climate.

I helped with the Peak Park construction and am very 
pleased with its final outcome and the general useage by 
the public of the park. Great wins!
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I’m really happy there are new housing units going up, 
and that there is quite a bit of new office space for future 
jobs.  Transportation is pretty good.  Easy to drive in and 
out of, and easy to bus downtown or to the UW.

city and neighborhood seem to be on the same page 
about increasing public space/parks in fremont

Appreciate the new lights. Accidents at 36th/Fremont 
have diminished.

Better traffic flow around Fremont core. More vibrant 
night-life.

i like that the library and other buildings are being kept as 
original as possible

Although a bit unorganized, Fremont is a fun place to 
walk around and discover things. People are interesting 
and always ready for a conversation.

Walkable access to a grocery store and being close to the 
canal, Burke Gilman Trail and other neighborhoods.

love the emphasis on unique art

The  Peak Park is a wonderful gift to the city.

It is nice that they renovated the library.  I still prefer the 
Greenwood branch to the Fremont branch of the SPL, but 
frankly, I prefer nearly any King County Library branch to 
nearly any Seattle Public Library branch (excluding the 
Seattle Central Library).  Fremont Peak Park is brilliant!

The improvements to traffic signals and crosswalks have 
been good, though The city needs to repaint/refurbish the 
Fremont bridge, it looks terrible right now.

I very much like that I can walk to PCC, the library, good 
book stores, a few useful boutiques, a great fish market, 
some decent restaurants and coffee shops.

I like to see the community grow, but am sometimes 
dissatisfied with the architecture.  Obviously the growth 
leads to traffic and parking issues.

I love Peak’s Park, and there are plenty of bus routes.

I really like the diversity of people that are brought to our 
neighbourhood by the public events and businesses in the 
urban viallage.

The Fremont Library and BF Day School are important 
community resources. Historic buildings in Fremont need 
to be preserved before the community loses its distinctive 
historic character.

I love the zoned parking!

Still a very beautiful place---plenty of good community 
spaces.  Good business district, all yuppified alas---

I appreciate the new stoplight next to Lenin that allows 
much better pedestrian movement through downtown 
Fremont. The PCC and library are great downtown 
Fremont hubs.  Wish the neighborhoods had more trees!

Opening a few parks is great....

Love our library and the Fremont Peak Park and PCC.

We now have more real stores, restaurants and nightlife.  
We also have 3000 new tech jobs with no loss of our 
maritime and construction, home remodel jobs (until this 
downturn).  We did a great job on Fremont Circulation 
and rebuild of Fremont Bridge.  2 new parks WE chose 
and put in.

PCC, etc... serving the neighborhood and high tech 
business core.  Increased jobs in the area (unrelated to 
“nightlife”).

One of the nicest aspects of this neighborhood is the 
number of high quality older homes. It’s a really great 
place to walk around in.     THE nicest aspect of this area 
is the ability to walk to the business district, excellent 
restaurants, and multiple parks.

I think they have done a great job w/Oxbow and the play 
fields, but we can’t stop there.  We also need continued 
investment in our business district.

The bus system works great and almost always on time. 
The library is a great place not only because of its service 
but also because of the great building it is. There are 
plenty of restaurants and little stores that we like to 
support because we want them to stay in business. We 
also enjoy walking the Fremont market every Sunday.

Fremont Peak park and new businesses south and west of 
the rocket are fantastic.  New construction is of variable 
quality- some great (condos on Evanston and 39th) and 
some bad (lack of parking, ugly - condos around Evanston 
and 43rd, condos on Dayton and 36th).
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The Fremont Peak Park and The Fremont Abbey Arts 
Center

Love living in fremont. Community and city partnership 
on new fremont peak park in wonderful.

I’m pleased with new parks built with Pro Parks 
Levy funds, and with vibrant new businesses in th 
neighborhood.

Fremont struggles to maintain its character.

The 5 bus runs frequently and on time.

This is an awkward question
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• drugs, prostitution; STOP TOWNHOUSE 
PROLIFERATION
• walkability - sidewalks on Fremont need 
widening; need safer crossing areas on 
Fremont Avenue also
• too much new development that 
seems out of place, not enough historic 
preservation
• urban density has contributed to parking 
issues not compatible to neighbor 
friendliness
• punitive parking fees in a formerly friendly 
neighborhood
• Cheap, crass, soul-less townhouses and 
the stupid fences many put up.
• vandalism, parking enforcement
• bars
• parking meters
• Cross walk on Fremont N and 42nd. Have 
requested but no responce.
• already ranted
• PARKING!!!

• overhead electric/phone wires/cables -- a 
disaster!
• drugdealing, prostitution, crime
• Boat access to the canal.
• extremely dangerous crossing at 43rd/
fremont, many people almost hit every 
day
• Hookers, Pimps, and Johns
• lack of pride by bar business owners to 
keep their property clean.
• street litter, lack of public trash cans at 
bus stops
• parking (lack of) & better transit options 
to the eastside
• proliferation of clubs and bars
• graffiti and drug dealing on and around 
Aurora.

• parking
• Suicide prevention “cage”
• Crime on my street (Linden)
• parking availability and prices
• lack of parking in business areas

• The piss poor bus service provided by 
the #5 line that is 90% of the time not on 
schedule because Metro insists on a route 
that goes to White Center and then back.  
The results is you cannot relie on buses 
goig north ever being on time.  ANd they 
DON”T GI
• motels
• party noise, street trash, ageist 
townhome design, proliferation of bars
• Pedestrian Safety
• Paid on-street parking! Bad for us
• Doggie boutiques, spas--the usual signs of 
creeping soullessness.
• corporate buildings
• drug use on streets, prostitution
• The push for condo’s / town houses 
has overwhelmed and destroyed the 
neighborhood, with no “ Urban Villge” 
benefits coming in to play.

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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Fremont bars can draw a badly behaved crowd at times, 
though I don’t feel unsafe walking around.  Homeless 
encampment and a suspicious fire on some property near 
the Fremont Troll.  I wish something would get built at the 
QFC development at Stone Way and 40th instead of a giant 
unsightly hole.

1) 4 motels on Aurora -- Italia, Isabella, Fremont Inn, 
Wallingford Inn-- attract many police calls; all 4 owned 
by Dean and Jill Inman of Bothell. Letter signed by 60 
residents/businesses urgd them to clean up the situation. 
It’s an ongoing nuisance.    2) I hate that old single-family 
homes are torn down and replaced with four (typically ugly) 
units. It’s changing the character of the neighborhood.

STORES:  Displeased with lack of full featured grocery 
store. Using the Ballard Fred Meyer or 24 hour QFC/
Safeway of lower Queen Anne as desirable examples.     We 
are a 3 person family that gave birth to a son since living at 
708 N 35th Street. Family income is between 40K-50K. We 
are car-less pedestrian commuters to work and shopping. 
Our demographic, anywhere in the city, needs practical 
stores within walking distance.    Currently we do use 
and enjoy the Ballard Fred Meyer, utilizing the excellent 
Burke-Gilman trail as the route. We would still like a closer 
practical store.    BUILDINGS:  We are currently renters, 
and will likely become condo purchasers in the near future. 
We absolutely love Fremont and want to stay. We would 
like to see more urban density, specifically, greater heights 
for residential buildings. In common language: a lot of 
high rise apartments and condominiums. We absolutely 
love the aesthetics of Fremont, and feel high rise condos 
would be a positive addition to those aesthetics. Green 
spaces, trails and views of water and mountains are a 
major reason we love Seattle. Our needs as a family and 
in our income bracket are such that a greater supply of 2 
bedroom affordable condos is a must for us to thrive in 
Fremont. Greater height, and less city code stipulating 
small green patches on the property will help families like 
us live in Fremont for the long term.          I feel so strongly 
about the above issues I’m giving my address for future 
correspondence:  Lance Miller  708 N. 35th Street   APT 304  
Seattle WA 98103

Transportation - the #5 bus is chronically late and 
unreliable. The #358 is awful to ride because of the stinky 
and misbehaving people on it.    Safety - several out-
of-control low rent motels on Aurora in upper Fremont 
continue to reduce the livability of the area. They are 
at 4117 Aurora, 4129 Aurora and 4251 Aurora.    Public 
facilities - we do not have a community center and 
this is something badly needed for the residents here.      
Buildings - new and existing: we need encouragement 
and support from the city to help draft design guidelines. 
The new buildings are largely built by developers from 
outside the neighborhood who do not care about how 
well the new buildings fit in.

the new developments, where entire blocks of old 
houses have disappeared seems haphazard, unplanned, 
unaffordable and lacking diversity in accessibility to many 
people.

I wish there was a bus that went from the top of Fremont 
(46th and Fremont or Phinney) to the heart of Fremont 
and back.  The 5 bus doesn’t work for this purpose.

A few bad apples are really ruining things for everybody. 
There is a chain of sleazy motels along Aurora that fosters 
drugs, prostitution, litter, graffiti, and other crime. It 
contributes to an unsafe, dirty neighborhood only a few 
blocks from BF Day school and a wonderful park.

Would like more frequent public transportation between 
Fremont and downtown that does not require going to 99 
to catch a bus.    Would like more green space in the heart 
of Fremont.

Increase in vandalism

Too many to list but paying for parking in Fremont has 
led to more poor feelings toward a dismissive leadership 
in city government and a dis-enfrachised tax paying 
neighbor feeling for long term propery/business owners 
IMHO.

Existing transportation options take a very long time to 
get from Fremont to (for example) downtown.  Lack of 
express service.

Give the buses traveling west on 35th St (26, etc.) a 
turn signal. They tie up traffic and create a very unsafe 
situation as they rush to turn as the light turns red (I take 
it that buses are exempt from having to obey red lights 
when turning left?).
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bus number 30 used to go up all the way to 46th on 
Fremont - now it doesn’t.  If an individual has limited 
mobility it is difficult to get to upper Fremont/the zoo.

Fremont’s bar/drinking environment has become more 
rowdy and dangerous.  There are routinely fights at bars 
such as The Ballroom and Nector on Friday and Saturday 
nights.  These bars and/or police do not do a good enough 
job at preventing fights, and vandalism in Fremont.  
Safety is now a major concern in the Fremont area.

I really detest the balkanization effect that these town 
house sidewalk-facing fences have on the neighborhood.

condo, condo, condo!  What community center?

Vandalism has been a recurring problem newar our 
home; parking is somewhat scarce so people seem to 
improvise on what is suitable for their vehicle or what is 
actually a parking spot.

There seems to be more traffic than the neighborhood 
can  safely handle.  Pedestrians are at peril, especially 
along  Leary.    Some - not all - of the new construction 
looks mass-produced  and boxy, definitely not in tone 
with the neighborhoo.

There is some open drug use at Ross Park and the Peak 
Park which results in me being nervous about having 
our child there. Graffiti in the neighborhood has  been a 
problem, and also at the parks. We had a crack house in 
our neighborhood which lucky for us was able to be taken 
care of with the help of the cops. I still feel safe at night 
but we have a very active neighborhood watch and so 
I know that there are episodes in our neighborhood all 
the time. it’s much too nice and quiet a neighborhood to 
have that type of crime!    With buildings, I think there are 
way too many homogeneous condo or townhouse units 
being built. I am terrified that one of the small houses in 
our neighborhood will turn into a mega-unit built right 
out to the property line. I don’t think there is enough 
existing zoning protection to preserve the small homes 
and prevent them from being razed for Mc Mansion style 
properties. this has happened in other cities and I hope it 
won’t continue in Fremont.

I won’t beat a dead horse but the noise and rowdiness 
does not encourage people (other than a very young 
crowd) to the center at night.

I wasn’t happy to see parking meters installed

Being one of the few long-term owners in the densest 
part of the Fremont urban village, I have found that the 
city’s obstacles to obtaining services place huge barriers 
in the regions that need them most.  I was involved in the 
traffic mitigation plans for N 36th St near the troll, and 
the standard SDT rules of getting signatures for x% of the 
residents is a HUGE problem in a high density, high rental 
area.  In a single family, owner occupied neighborhood, 
obtaining the necessary signatures is not a big deal.  In an 
urban village, we had to get several hundred signatures, 
from a somewhat transient population; it took a team of 
about 10 of us several months to obtain the necessary 
signatures.  However, we’re exactly the place that needs 
mitigation more (compared to single family zoned 
neighborhoods).  Same with developing open space, or 
tree plantings, or energy audits.  The city should make 
it easier for the regions that are accomodating growth 
to mitigate the downsides of that same growth.   The 
city has an interest in having the densest regions be 
attractive places to live, to reduce the demand for low 
density single family houses.  However, the city does not 
appear to provide extra support for Urban Villages.    My 
other big concern is the lack of children’s play spaces.  
From the map of open space access, it’s clear that the 
densest region of fremont has no walkable children’s 
play area.  All the development has led to many young 
couples moving into townhomes (which are the only 
affordable option, given the prices of SF homes).  These 
couples are now pregnant or pushing strollers, and those 
kids are going to need places to play.  So, while the 2000 
density of homes with children was low (7%), it’s going to 
be rapidly supplemented by the large wedge of “families 
without children” (18%).  But, given the obstacles facing 
urban villages, the city is way behind the curve in serving 
this growing population (and truly, from walking around 
the neighborhood, y’all should be preparing for a serious 
bubble in the next 5 years!).  I think the obvious solution 
is to start planning for a park with play structures in the 
open space surrounding the Troll.  There is a group that is 
starting to look into it, and the city should offer them all 
means of support -- it’ll be complicated because there are 
long standing controversies about who is responsible for 
upkeep of that land (SDOT? the city?).
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New cheap condos. Most are made so cheap everything 
will need replacing in a few years. Yuck. Destroys the 
character and charm    Also I hate the down hill bike lanes 
on Fremont and other steep hills. Too close to parked 
cars zipping SILENTLY down faster than the speed limit. 
Someone will get killed! Pedestrians don’t wear helmits. 
Up hill is fine, down hill the bikes should be in with the 
line of cars. The city is creating a dangerous situation that 
some one going to have a law suit one of these days

The new paid parking is a total disgrace.  I live in Epi 
apartments and there is now nowhere for my friends/
visitors to park free within a reasonable distance.  35th 
may still be unrestricted but is always busy with people 
trawling for spaces.  I purchased a residents parking pass 
specifically to get a guest parking pass - but there are 
no residents spaces near me.  There should have been 
residents parking added on 35th between Evanston and 
Phinney!

I do NOT think that the problem of crime- prostitution, 
drug dealing, robbery, theft, graffiti are delt with seriously 
enough. I know we are “urban”- but that does not need to 
mean seedy. Seriously- Bellevue would never put up with 
this problem!!

Still no community center, prostitution and crime 
increases on Aurora still not satisfactoril addressed.

Bury the wires!  Beautify Seattle’s neighborhoods -- what 
a great way to improve quality of life!  Increase in east-
west traffice (getting the Ballard population through the 
neighborhood) is a big problem and getting worse.

See previous comment to question 1: motels on Aurora 
act as centers for drugdealers and prostitutes who are 
visible daily on N.42nd St, Linden Ave N. and N. Motor 
Place. This has been a chronic problem for the last 3 
years. The only solution seems to be closing down these 
motels (spec. the Italia, the Isabella, the Fremont Inn, and 
the Wallingford Inn) since the owners make no serious 
attempt to control the activity that happens on their 
property or to deny entry to dealers and prostitutes.

Really concerned about the high level of car break ins in 
the neighborhood.  Our cars have been broken into at 
least 6 times in the past 3 years.

I live on 2nd Ave. NW, across from a Seattle Public 
Housing unit, which has led to a great deal of 
dissatisfaction with the safety of the area, particularly 
after our child was born. In addition, having the industrial 
area south of 36th St. so close to where we live has 
created some noise issues, particularly with Praxair.

Too Many Mushroom Houses (those “condos” with the 
overhanging living space over the driveways).  I really 
wish we had lightrail or a streetcar to downtown--why 
does Ballard get all the interest?  Lastly, the public 
stairways in the neighborhood should be in better repair 
and with more periodic maintenance.  Some of the risers 
are badly worn and a real hazard when the leaves have 
been falling (esp. those going down to Palatine Ave).

The building on the west side of the Fremont Bridge is 
simply one of the ugliest buildings in recent history, and 
the urban planners missed a huge opportunity for mixed 
use and pedestrian access to views and shopping.

Leary Way runs through downtown like a small highway 
and crossing is not pedestrian friendly.  Downtown core 
needs to better connected with more friendly pedestrian 
crossings.  Fremont & Ballard need a direct connection 
to light rail with light rail or an extension of the SLUT.  
Bike trail needs to be connected via Ballard Bridge, and 
to Golden Gardens bike trail.  Boat access for temporary 
docking and small boat launching.

extremely dangerous crossing at 43rd/fremont, many 
people almost hit every day    also need to trim trees and 
add lighting around sidewalk near BF Day so kids and 
everyone can walk up the hill safely

It’s not ideal to watch people shooting up on the foot-
bridge over Aurora...perhaps adding light would correct 
the problem...no junkie likes light when they’re trying 
to be sneaky.    The zoning of new structures...does 
it exist???  Who thought building really ugly condos 
amongst mid-century Craftsman homes was a good 
idea...really...the appearance of the neighborhood 
should be taken into account when construction plans 
are submitted for approval.  “Does the facade of the new 
construction fit within the existing theme and appearance 
of already existing buildings?”

Take a Saturday or Sunday morning stroll along N36th st. 
after a”night of partying” to see for yourself. Often times 
looks like a warzone.
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I have 2 small children, and I am sad to say there are 
very few good parks in this neighborhood. I live near 
Ross Park, and we use it regularly.  Compared to other 
neighborhood parks, it is in desperate need of a face 
lift... the play equipment is outdated and the fences look 
poor.  It is a high use park (the only one in the vicinity) and 
deserves more improvements (the shelter was a nice first 
step!  Let’s keep it coming).

The new lights and channelization are FABULOUS, and 
great improvements, but the parking solution SUCKS!  (...
and I use that word deliberately.)

In upper Fremont there’s a lot of overflow from Aurora, 
foot traffic, etc.

I am noticing more drup deals and even an occasional 
prostitute in Fremont off Fremont Ave.  Needs to 
addressed by police

Fremont has too many frat bars and it seems like they 
keep adding more.

When will the old hotels come down and nicer mix use 
buildings go in?  The Wallingford Inn, Fremont Inn, 
Isabella/Italia motels always seem to attract an unhealthy 
element.

Do not like the paid parking or the parking permits

Parking is tough - new townhomes are being built 
without consideration for the number of cars it adds to 
the neighborhood.

Newspaper stands on Aurora and 45th - bad idea.  They 
are damaged and non attended by venders.

Very concerned that, as we lose the viaduct as our main 
N-S route to points south and downtown, and as other 
transportation projects not useful for us (SLU trolley 
and other trolleys, light rail) take $ from Metro buses, 
it will be harder and harder to get places easily as we 
do now.    Need more affordable and well-managed low 
income housing, and need to convert the chainlinked 
properties and troubled motels on Aurora to useful 
development compatible with the neighborhood.      Need 
to retain the trees and gardens and architectural variety 
here and encourage new townhomes, etc., to use more 
imaginative and varied design.    Wallingford Library, 
accessible on foot from here, very small, really only 
a bookmobile without wheels.  Fremont Library not 
accessible by public transit from Upper Fremont, and too 
far to walk.    Need to continue efforts by Seattle PD and 
city atty’s office to rid Aurora of crime.

Ugly cookie-cutter townhouse developments. I blame city 
regulations as much as developers.

1 - we need more green space accessible to many areas 
of the neighborhood. also, PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE 
WATERFRONT! the entire south edge of fremont abuts 
an amazing waterfront amenity, but to little gain of 
the public.   2 - be careful what we terar down for new 
development. old buildings creat the character of our 
place, and must be retained and reused

We desperately need light rail. The streets are too narrow 
downtown to handle the amount of bus and car traffic 
that is funneled through the neighborhood on a given 
day.

The motels on 99 attract drugs and prostitution.  There is 
not enough enforcement nor police presence.  The drug 
dealing and use spills into the BF day park and the porta-
potty which, from what I can see, is pretty much only 
used to shoot up in.

The business district is pushed too tightly up against the 
busy streets (36th and Fremont).  The sidewalks are too 
narrow and unfriendly.  Also too filled with homeless 
people panhandling and bumming.  Bars along 36th are 
too loud at night.  The cabs waiting out front are a hazard, 
and the patrons do lots of stupid stuff - they park like 
animals, yell at each other and relieve themselves on 
anything handy!
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transportation: transportation in seattle is an 
abomination. movement should be nodal, there need 
to be buses that go directly to capitol hill, directly 
to downtown ballard, directly to eastlake. whoever 
developed this transportation system should go spend 
a few days in freiburg, germany.    housing: housing 
in fremont is terrible - there is no diversity of housing 
anymore. the apartments are basically slums where 
tenants are double-dipped with third party billing. new 
housing tends to be converted apartments (all of which 
are awful) or 4packs (2 duplexes on a single lot, also 
awful)    public facilities: is there even a community center 
for fremont?    buildings: new construction in fremont 
is awful. as an architect, it pains me to see the boxy, 
soulless abortions being built all over the neighborhood.

Troll area should really be developed. Pay to park is not 
helping the area and just causes more congestion as 
employees have to move their car every two hours.

Seems like more crime on Aurora corridor (prostitution, 
drugs, burglary, theft, vandalism). Most of this seems 
linked to the low-rent motels between N 50th St and 
Aurora Bridge.

it would be nice to have more family areas and parks to 
visit

Fremont needs: a pharmacy, a post office and a regular 
grocery store. I have to leave the village when I want 
to get medicine, mail a letter or pick up the kinds of 
groceries the PCC doesn’t carry (or prices too high).

Living so close to downtown,Ballard and other urban 
villages, I am amazed at the difficulty in access to these 
major hubs via public transportation.  Fremont needs to 
be better connected to the regional rail system through 
a light rail link or trolley.   Since the push to move 
transients and drug addicts from Ballard parks this year, 
I have experienced a significant increase in aggressive 
panhandling and drug addict presence in Fremont.  We 
can always use more park space.  I am saddened by the 
state of the Fremont business district which has few 
every-day services for me to use and seems to cater to 
the bars/nightclubs at the expense of reasonably priced 
services for residents.  The Fremont neighborhood is not 
particularly pedestrian friendly (due to Leary/39th traffic) 
and the streets/sidewalks in the business district are 
filthy.   New construction of multi-family housing is ugly 
and adds nothing to the character of the community.

no transportation between upper and lower fremont

We have no community center!  Why does metro not 
actually have a bus that goes from “Upper Fremont” 
to “Downtown” Fremont?  My perception is that many 
of the Neighborhood Plan directives have not yet been 
met....  Troll East & West Parks need to be created as 
“Parks” or such where people can work on them in 
safety, rather than being concerned about the transients 
camping out there (realize something was started/talked 
about just recently-not up on it).

I have been sad to see the loss of “useful” businesses,such 
as the hardware store and pharmacy. How many Thai 
restaurants does one neighborhood need?

I don’t know where it would go so not that high on list of 
dissatisfied things, but more greenspace would be nice.

If you want to make downtown Fremont more walkable 
and usable by the folks that live up the hill in Fremont, 
perhaps there should be a bus that goes from the area 
around N 46th to the area around N 35th (like there used 
to be).  Either quit with the stupid townhome density 
rules, or change the building code to allow something 
other than ticky-tacky cardboard-cutout duplexes.  It 
will not be long (in the great scheme of things) before 
this density plan backfires and people wind up buying 
both halves of a too-small duplex and knocking holes in 
the walls making instant McMansions.  This is already 
happening in Delridge.  Safety is markedly worse than 
it was twelve years ago.  In the first seven years I lived 
in Fremont, I neither took the keys out of my van’s 
ignition, nor locked the front door of my house.  In the 
last five years, I’ve had five car prowls and come home 
to find a homeless woman relieving herself on my lawn.  
The business district in Fremont is nigh on useless.  If it 
weren’t for Peet’s and the occasional trip to PCC, I’d avoid 
downtown Fremont like the plague.  New and existing 
buildings?  What existing buildings?  There used to be 
a lot more buildings in Fremont that were built in the 
19th Century than there are now.  Fremont’s not toney 
enough for anyone with money or panache to care about 
our old houses (with the exception of the one at 43rd and 
Phinney), so they just plow them over.  Stupid, stupid, 
stupid.
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If the neighborhood is to support the density that is 
called for in the plan status report more emphasis needs 
to be placed on attracting neighborhood businesses 
that provide goods and services for residents.  Night-life 
and bars have become far too dominant, while the main 
business district still lacks a drugstore, dry cleaners, now 
a modern music store, and choices for groceries that are 
present in many other neighborhoods.  Improvements 
in density of employers and residents are good, but 
more work is needed to draw more goods and services.  
Perhaps more residential density in the main business 
district like the Epicenter apartments (PCC)  would help.

The motels on Aurora in Fremont are used for 
prostitution, drugs, and other illegal activity.  They have 
ruined the blocks they are located on.

Fremont is becoming like a tourist town visited on 
nights and weekends by a swell of youngsters intent on 
getting drunk. A few people benefit from this weekly 
influx, most of us residents suffer for it due to increased 
noise late at night, litter and property crime. The 
‘urban village’ development so far caters to this young 
population and the designs encourage purchase by those 
who might rent or buy a townhouse or apartment as a 
transition residence in which to ‘play house’, then move 
on in 2-4 years, without investing in the neighborhood. 
Furthermore, no new green space has replaced all the 
yards now converted to concrete and structures.     I 
can appreciate a few bars and music venues in the 
neighborhood, but I don’t see any need for the current 
proliferation of little tacky liquor joints that are sprouting 
up along 36th. Many of the bar owners, old or new seem 
to be tending to the neighborhood in terms of the litter 
they create. I don’t understand why it is not the business 
owners mandatory responsibility to maintain a standard 
of cleanliness in and around their building everyday.     
Although, so far, I still choose to live here because I like 
the walkability and location, I think the general character 
of the neighborhood has fallen in the last 7 years with the 
loss of vital and diverse businesses like Long Shoreman’s 
Daughter, City People’s, Still Life Cafe, Fremont News, 
record shops, grocery stores etc. And the subsequent 
establishment of other nocturnal businesses that don’t 
contribute to the lives of people who actually live here.    I 
wish and hope we, as a community, can become more 
thoughtful about the types of businesses and residential 
development that make the kind of neighborhood 
espoused in the statement I read earlier.

Not much public parking at all.  I like the library, but am 
not aware of any community center that is in the works.  
Would love to have something like they do in Queen 
Anne, Ballard, and other neighborhoods.

It is very expensive for a low-quality apt, and the condos 
all look the same.

Fremont needs a post office!

Some apartment buildings are poorly maintained by 
absentee landlords with no apparent vested interest in 
the neighborhood than getting as much profit as possible 
for as little investment as possible - essentially free riding 
off those with a vested interest.

I would like to see continued development in the 
upper Fremont part of our neighbourhood. I am also 
very concerned about drugs and prostitute issues that 
continue to plague the aurora corridor. The motels there 
continue to harbor criminals and attract unwanted crime 
to our neighbourhood.

I would love to see a community center in the area and I 
think that pedestrian safety could be improved in many 
areas of Fremont.

Traffic and parking are problems in Fremont. There have 
been some recent road improvements, including the 
signal on 36th & Fremont and the improvements related 
to access on Aurora. There are too many intersections 
that lack stop signs, and many people drive too fast 
through the neighborhood. My biggest concern is with 
the proliferation of townhouses, which are squeezed onto 
single-family lots and should not be developed in the 
“double decker” form. A true townhouse is a rowhouse 
that does not have another set of row houses behind it. 
Townhouses should not be allowed to front on driveways! 
I am concerned about the continuing loss of historic 
buildings in Fremont.

I would like to see the addition of new stores and 
restaurants, similar to that of Ballard Ave.

The City of Seattle completely ignored the input from the 
neighborhood about paid parking. We were treated as if 
we didn’t exist.

All condos---where to put the cars?  Nowhere---
congestion worse all the time.  Safety worse because 
there are no real people living here anymore---no one 
knows anyone else, so crime is much easier---
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Despite the community center being a priority of the 
neighborhood plan there appears to be zero movement in 
that direction. Despite my appreciation of improvement 
to pedestrian movement, I’m frustrated with the untimed 
and multitudinous lights one must traverse when driving 
through Fremont.   Too many bars! Sorry the solstice 
parade has become more mainstream. Love the peak and 
library parks.

I wish there was public transportation linking downtown 
fremont to greenwood.  It kills me that there is no bus 
service all the way up Fremont avenue.

As with all of Seattle, the essential message of the last 15 
years is, “The money won.”

Is there a community center in Fremont?  I’m not aware 
of one.

As I stated earlier, the proliferation of bars and cocktail 
lounges has created noise and safety issues in the night.  
The explosion of multi-family dwellings has changed the 
timbre of the area as well.

There has been a big growth in the “night life” aspect of 
Fremont and a general “upscaling” of the area which has 
reduced some of the grass-roots arts creativity and arts 
projects.  Also, I would still like to see a drug store be able 
to stay in the urban village.

Less support to our Police - we no longer have Business 
Watch and Community Policing is on life support.  We 
have built lots of housing in the Commercial area (high 
cost) but it is a big struggle to build in the residential 
areas WHERE IT BELONGS for families.  We hate pay 
stations and new 3-way street we didn’t ask for.

The focus on making Fremont a “destination” has made 
the surrounding neighborhood a target for crime.

Way too many townhomes

Public transportation to downtown is great, but to 
other places can still be problematic. It’s there, but bus 
wait times can be long in the middle of the day, and 
routes aren’t always the handiest. WE NEED TO KEEP 
PRESSING FORWARD ON PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION.

Better transportation options and less public nuisance 
issues.

Safety is a big issue, as long as we have the motels open 
and functioning we will still have problems with it. Parks 
don’t seem to be well kept and there is not really a place 
to walk. The new buildings have no sense of style and 
resemble more boxes than anything, we wonder if there 
is a city plan (like the one Portland seems to have) where 
new constructions are community friendly and nice to 
look at. We would like also yo see more respect to old 
buildings, try to keep them and not turn them down for 
new and ugly constructions.

The development around the center of Fremont, 
especially the huge amount of concrete and corporate 
space around the waterfront, is terrible.  Arterials on 
39th and 36th through a zone with lots of pedestrians 
are poorly managed (not safe for walking, and too slow/
congested for driving).  Fremont has great commercial 
space but poor community space, which is slowly 
improving- keep up the work there!  New construction is 
of variable quality- some great (condos on Evanston and 
39th) and some bad (lack of parking, ugly - condos around 
Evanston and 43rd, condos on Dayton and 36th).

too much late night noise from all the new bars in the 
downtown area

it seems that safety has gone downhill in recent years 
with car break-ins on our street.     Transportation is 
generally great by bus, but it would be great to have 
other source come soon. Highway 99 section could be 
improved, and recent upgrades to intersections have 
increased congestions. It’s Fremont - do some thing 
different and consider roundabouts instead of lights 
:)      New housing types that are being approved are 
dissappointing. Code allows for bad design and should 
be updated. The standard 4 townhomes on one lot is 
changing the character of the neighborhood and they 
are bad community design in many ways.  I would like to 
see more diversity in high-density housing types going 
in, multi-use, apartments, condos etc, and keep the 
currently zoned single family areas in place to preserve 
some family housing as well.

The traffic/parking changes implemented in the past 
year have crippled Fremont.  My commute is ten minutes 
longer than last year - all the extra minutes are in 
Fremont and up Stone Way.  Taking the bus would add 50 
minutes to my commute.  SDOT should be shot.
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Paid parking is so bad for our small businesses. While we 
need density, expensive poorly-built condos are not the 
answer. We needed more affordable lower-to-middle 
income housing here so that artists and students can live 
in Fremont

I am dissatified with my house being devalued to $1000 
and ny property taxes way more the doubling due to 
the fact the city wants four town homes instead of my 
beautiful garden here., just because of zoning. I am still 
me. A moderate incomed single individual. living in my 
little house (not 4 town houses as it is being taxed} - and 
wonder how the city thinks I am to survive.

The new parking system is a mess.  It has created nothing 
but headaches and mass confusion.  Fremont is no longer 
Fremont, it is Feemont.

My car was stolen from where it was parked outside my 
apartment building on 46th and Evanston.  There’s a 
meth house on the next block over and several sketchy 
people that hang out around it.  I wish the police would 
crack down on known drug houses.

5+ way intersections, badly timed lights, badly regulated 
traffic flows on Fremont Ave near the bridge.

Fremont, Wallingford & Ballard seem to be completely 
ignored during discussions of increased public transit.  
Given the population density of this part of N Seattle, it 
makes more sense to extend light rail or a streetcar line 
here before heading up to Shoreline.

I live near the abandoned future QFC, on Stone way.  I 
am tired of looking at that huge hole in the ground...and 
broken fences.

I’d like to see some of the unused space that is currently 
overrun by weeds and abandoned trailers used as green 
space/possible off-leash area instead (35th & Canal)

More bus routes to/from Capital Hill, Eastlake, and/or the 
U district.

Need stores like Riteaid within walking distance. Also 
more grocery store choices than just PCC within walking 
distance

Pimps coming off Aurora are increasingly a problem; 
information about available public facilities isn’t readily 
accessible; new condos built in the area are cheap and 
ugly.

The open space map on the draft report suggests that 
there is a shortage of open space & P-Patch community 
gardens.  Considering the neighborhood density and the 
long wait lists for P-Patch space, I recommend prioritizing 
these needs.

There are few playgrounds in the neighborhood. Ross 
park play area is in need of updating.    Would like to see 
Fremont included in future light rail or trolley plans.
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It seems the focus is on government needs 
(revenue, jobs) than neighborhood needs (open 
space, easier parking opportunities)

i don’t think any of the major tenents of the 
neighborhood plan ahve been achieved outside 
of increasing open/public space. 
it’s certainly not safer for pedestrians or 
bicyclists, there isn’t as much bike parking in 
fremont as there should be. none of the lights 
west of the downtown business area operate well 
for pedestrians to cross, and since we lost a few 
crosswalks, it’s actually more dangerous since 
people cross in the middle of the street.

As I stated in the previous page, if you bulldoze 
all the single family houses and build townhomes 
whose floor plans are suited to a specific 
demographic and concurrently allow one certain 
type of business to flourish above all else, that is 
the kind of neighborhood that gets perpetuated. 
I didn’t see anything in the ‘plan’ about creating 
a neighborhood mainly suited to nightlife, young 
people and non-families.

Transportation improvements and some new 
parks have helped the neighborhood. I do not 
think that the plan envisioned Fremont becoming 
a neighborhood of anonymous unappealing 
townhouses.

No community center

It is difficult to tell what the action steps are for 
the ‘key strategies’.

We didn’t have complete buy-in originally so 
I can’t say that it is ‘very well’ done, but we’ve 
gotten a lot of improvements.

We got our Circulation plan, but recent changes 
to parking and channelization down the roads 
(like Stone Way and Fremont) have interfered 
with the improvement.

My understanding is that SO MUCH new building 
has already occurred in Fremont in recent years 
that the neighborhood already has absorbed all 
the new housing expected to be erected here by 
2015 or 2020.

I think the market had more effect on the neighborhood than did 
the plan

The neighborhood information is being shared by the council.

Traffice and congestion was evaluated and postive steps were 
executed to solve problems.

We don’t have the diversity of people or of housing we claim in 
our goals--yet. We definitely don’t have the safety we claim there, 
though we’re working on it.

Can anything stop gentrification??  Suzie Burke bears a lot of 
blame for this---

Peak Park is nice, but there is far more tree destruction due to 
over sized housing projects geared towards the high end.  I’ve 
seen very little emphasis in maintaining the artistic and artisan 
side of the equation.  The area continues to lose its community 
atmosphere.

See previous comments.  Artists are more or less priced out of the 
local market, and there is still a lack of community space, but the 
increased commercial district and artisan spaces south of 36th 
has somewhat improved the area according to the vision.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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We’re not as vibrant. We don’t have a community center. 
We have become a place where people from other 
neighborhoods come on Friday night to drink and litter.

I love the street I live in. We threw a block party August 1 
and had over 100 neighbors show up. That is fantastic!

Transportation appears very much unchanged despite the 
work to the Fremont bridge.  No community Center.  Area 
under the Fremont bridge is not a special place.

Bridge approach, Bridge way, 36th st all functioning well 
after completion.

I don’t think Fremont has achieved any of it’s key 
strategies.

Would like to see more energy put into community 
building for people who live here and into stores that 
provide basic services for residents.  Transportation for 
car traffic has been greatly improved; I am not sure that 
the pedestrian experience is any better.  And I actually 
don’t know where our community center is...

i think all/most of the needs are being addressed, but 
perhaps not well advertised.  (Take for instance the 
community center... Fremont HAS one - the Fremont 
Abbey Arts Center. It exists for the community.)

for the key strategies outlined in the draft status report:

transportation: pedestrian circulation is improved. 
vehicular circulation is much worsened. disagreed with 
implementation of paid parking. 
mosaic toolbox & neighborhood design plan: I have no 
idea of what this means. 
community center: no action on this front, which is a 
huge bummer. 
fremont troll: not sure what “”several actions”” are 
referred to. troll is still the essence of fremont and still 
strongly recognized. new developments like topiary 
dinosaurs along the canal are great. much more good be 
done.

The influx of unregulated townhomes have really 
destroyed the nice neighborly feel of the area.  The 
landlords that sold off their rentals to developers have 
really driven up property values.  THe developers created 
a speculation market and have kept regular families from 
investing in the area.  Developers have told me they are 
creating “”affordable housing.””  I’m sorry but a $600K 
townhome with a teeny yard is not affordable, at least for 
a family.

Bus service is spotty at best. Parking is difficult. 
The park aspect is great, and keeping the patchwork of 
unique businesses is also good.

SPD constantly in attendance around the five motels 
that are owned by a consortium (I think they need to 
be apprised of conditions) that do not live in the area - 
Thank You, SPD.  Neighborhood walks conducted weekly.  
Urban Fremont Village developing nicely.  Upper Fremont 
is close to Wallingford, Phinney, Ballard and Fremont 
Village.  Truly the center of the universe!

No community center.  In fact, we lost our neighborhood 
service center some years back.  No emphasis on the 
Troll.

maybe loosing diversity of residential pricing options. 
neighborhood is way too childless/lacking families with 
children. 
Not increasing much in racial/ethnic diversity

“”clean”” and “”healthy”” it is not.  I walk every day on a 
piece of side walk that is more used chewing gum than 
pavement and where, more often than not, I get a dose 
of second hand cigarette smoke.  It’s just gross.  Though, 
to be fair, this only exists in pockets.  We really need help 
from the businesses on 36th to get things cleaned up.  
They are too tolerant of their patrons antisocial behavior.

Definitely a mixed bag.

meh
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Our neighborhood plan vision seems to be to sell 
ourselves out, and we’re doing wonderfully.  The 
infrastructure that we’re getting at the bottom of the 
hill -- the part that people seem to really care about 
-- is really nice.  At the top of the hill, the city crews 
can’t seem to connect all the new side sewers into the 
sewer main under N 46th very well, so we go through 
weekend after weekend after weekend of traffic 
disruption, craptacular road patching, and occasionally 
jackhammering at 6AM on Sunday mornings (which 
the Seattle Police Department would shut down if a 
contractor did in half a heartbeat).  It really seems like the 
top of the hill is paying in density for the improvements 
that are going on at the bottom of the hill.

I think they’ve been ignored for the part....

the parks are definitely progress. I am not sure what the 
housing or zoning strategy is but it seems to be “”build 
town houses with the entire lot line paved into a parking 
lot”” and I would think we could do better than that.

For all the reasons mentioned earlier, diversity of 
businesses is, I would say, decreasing rather than 
increasing, and density within the urban village is not 
increasing to an apprpriate level that will support the 
diversity of those businesses.  Transportation and 
pedestrian safety have been improved, but congestion 
could be improved with better synching of traffic lights 
close to the Fremont Bridge especially after bridge 
openings (both sides of the canal).

No real planning for denisty other than allowing it, no 
asthetic requirements, total loss of historic homes for 
poor townhomes

It seems to be all about more development to ensure 
density and who cares about the older residents on fixed 
incomes.
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You tell me.

I’m upset that parking meters have been introduced into 
Fremont, against the wishes of the local merchants.  This 
felt like a cash grab on the part of the city, not something 
to help local businesses.  It meant my neighborhood 
is a residential parking zone now, which costs money 
every year for something that used to be free.  And it 
means that parking patrols my street and gives bogus 
tickets much more often now -- I’m currently disputing a 
particularly frivolous one with the city.

the city still needs to address the strategies and proposals 
from the neighborhood plan in an effecient and effective 
manner.

Personally, yes. But frankly, Fremont feels like a 
transitional neighborhood now - at least in the slated 
‘urban village’ - and that doesn’t seem to be in line at all 
with the original plan.

More emphasis should be placed on retaining Fremont’s 
character. Also, more transportation improvements are 
needed, and parking continues to be a problem.

Still the priority with whom?  It is difficult to tell as a 
resident if the neighborhood is maintaining the priorities 
set out in the Neighborhood Plan.

People who live in Fremont really care about it and are 
always planning ways to make it better

We still need a community center, of some kind.

We still want a community center and more commercial 
redevelopment, more diversity in housing, and better 
flow including sidewalk repair.  We like our crosswalks, 
too!

We would sure like a community center!

Still needing more green space and a safe playground for 
kids.

What ever Suzzie Burke wants is what we get so why 
complain.

There is poor oversight into new construction - some of 
the new townhomes going up are cheap.  It is obvious 
that Fremont underwent one ill planned building boom... 
let’s try to do better.  
The trolly should extend up westlake to Fremont.

All the goals are good and would love to see more in that 
area.

Transportation will become even more important with 
the changes to the viaduct downtown.  An increase 
of traffic on Leary Way should be expected with the 
completion of the tunnel, which will conflict with slowing 
down traffic and making downtown fremont more 
pedestrian friendly.  Light rail, trolly, monorail are an 
imperative.  Bus can not be the only option for public 
transportation.

Haven’t seen much impact from non-traffic related 
improvements

transportation continues to be top priority, would like to 
see alternatives presented to the local bus option

I think the Transportation issue is still a priority, maybe 
even expanded from it’s current scope.  I think the other 
three are no longer valid and are short-sighted, dated, 
and not reflective of the needs for a forward-thinking 
urban community.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so

80

20

0

60

40
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I think traffic is no longer a priority.  Creating pedestrian 
zones might still be something to work on. I think one 
of the main priorities is how do we continue to create 
community for the residents of our neighborhood so it 
is not displaced by the incoming nightclub community.  
Developing the community center seems like a big 
priority.

transportation is still an issue. the proliferation of bars & 
drunken nightlife a new problem that must be addressed. 
community center still a priority. troll & character of 
fremont must remain front & center.

I want to see the city focus on requiring townhomes that 
have a common green space for its residents so more 
families will move in.  More of a european model.

Not so sure about all the focus on “”the troll””

I don’t hear any community center talk in the community 
groups I’m involved in.  I actually don’t care that much 
about the community center -- so far, the business 
community has been pretty good at letting people use 
their spaces for meetings.

What’s with activities centered around the Troll?  Seems 
strange to me --other, better community spaces... 
Get Lenin outathere, please -- or paint him yellow.

The goals seem good, but the strategies only work for 
people who are interested in helping themselves.  There 
needs to be some effort put into changing the behavior 
of people who aren’t attached to the “”traditional”” 
neighborhood community - like the bums and the people 
who just come for the bars.  Wider more brightly lit 
sidewalks to discourage loitering.  Enforcement of the 
smoking ban.  etc.  The new parking zone is a good step in 
this direction.

Not feeling any emphasis to pedestrian focus. In 
fact some of the road work has been downright anti-
pedestrian. The loss of the crosswalks on Leary, federal 
guidelines be damned.

They may be the priority for somebody, or even several 
somebodies, but I’m not at all certain that they’re mine.

Creating a safe environment in fremont should become 
a priority for the Neighborhood Plan.  Several bars in 
the area routinely have fights (Nectar and The Ballroom 
specifically) and make walking around Fremont late at 
night very unsafe.  I would like to see the Neighborhood 
Plan updated with goals to address these safety concerns.

I think they’ve been ignored for the part....

The Troll is a community focal point? er, “”Special Sense 
of Place””? You mean I should be happy about taking 
friends to a dank space under the bridge to show them 
the big art in the neighborhood?  Are you joking?  If you’re 
interested in the “”Special Sense of Place,”” buy Lenin 
and make him permanent.

With whom?  Sometimes hard to get done.  City often 
seems to make it harder and more costly than it could 
be....  Seems a long time ago the plan was made and we 
worked on it.  A lot of things have not been accomplished.  
Fremont Neighborhood Council is still interested.  Many 
other people don’t even know what was in the plan, or 
have forgotten, or given up, or not had time or end up 
out of the communication loop...  Sad when we spend so 
much money on these things!  How do we keep people in 
the loop?

We need to get with the real world and invest in the 
health and welfare of our people, old and young, or our 
society is nothig but a money grabbing hungry machine 
never satisfied and Not Satisfying the needs of The 
People
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transportation connections

public space

Parks, open space. Troll would be great area to focus on, 
it’s the gem of our community for tourism.

Amenities reflecting the growing population of young 
children and young families, including maintaining 
playgrounds and parks, and businesses friendly to kids 
(NOT more bars!).

Greening up and cleaning up the right-of-way around the 
Troll.

Maintaining our excellent parks and library, as well as our 
great bus access.

parks & open spaces, trails, sidewalk improvements, 
bike lanes, helping small businesses survive this tough 
economy, and less new construction (until things catch 
up, and then the new construction should have more 
parking spaces IN their buildings!)

housing affordability, pedestrian and bike safety, public 
transportation, diversity of business

deomgraphics (can empty nesters really climb all 
those stairs as they age? Do people have to move in 
order to have kids?); good reliable transportation; 
useful functional businesses within the walking 
region; Thoughtful choice of businesses within the 
neighborhood.

Neighborhood character and the loss of historic 
character. The need for neighborhood design guidelines. 
Retaining existing affordable housing instead of building 
new higher cost housing units.

The draft status report seems pretty accurate and 
adequate to me.

Creating a true community gathering space in Fremont

Art in the community

Concrete, obtainable goals

Basic infrastructure, repair and public safety

Security/policing, family friendly housing

Arts and Culture

Streetcar extension to Fremont and beyond. Traffic 
congestion on 45th between Aurora and the University.

Fremont’s history, showing an appreciation for its 
character and old homes. Redevelopment or renovation 
of ratty Aurora motels; turning Aurora into a tree-lined 
pleasant entryway to Queen Anne/downtown instead of a 
graffiti-/litter-strewn eyesore.

traffic and traffic patterns.

traffic safety 
public transportation 
neighborhood crime

Developing shabby motels into properties that will 
benefit the neighborhood, rather than allowing them 
to support illegal drug and prostitution economies that 
contribute directly to increased neighborhood crime and 
decreased property values.

Affordable housing; safety, and redevelopment of 
troubled properties on Aurora; community building of all 
of Fremont; better transportation

- The impact of a growing percentage of children with the 
need for playgrounds, school improvements, etc.

Safety, economic development.

Congestion---more apartments, less condos, less parking 
spaces.  From 2-7pm it’s gridlock---

stopping crime

community building

Pedestrian safety, neighborhood character

Affordable housing for a diverse mix people.

1) Zoning allowing for higher residential building, less 
green space on the property. 
2) Crime prevention

Crime prevention, transportation, new construction

development patterns, public amenities and 
transportation networks

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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I am not sure what has been done to address parking and 
the community center.

Safety issues relating to drug use and pimps; reducing the 
number of new ugly condo construction.

Allowing developers to build green and getting permits 
approved faster than non-green buildings. 
Creating policies that allow more affordable housing for 
young urban professionals.

walkable areas and pedestrian safety, community spaces, 
more diverse businesses, the Troll park

Attract a more eclectic / diverse set of businesses as well 
as keeping essentials within walking distance.

Quality of life for those living here. More affordable 
housing in the urban village. Better public spaces, like our 
library and the Burke Gilman. Free parking again

Homeless issues, especially the encampment alongside 
99 and the Troll. Definitely would love to see Gas Works 
Park improved with the addition of the Wooden Boat 
Foundation. What a win that would be! Need to keep 
adding corporate level businesses.

Transportation - access to downtown Fremont from areas 
around the Woodland Park Zoo is limited to pedestrian 
travel. There are no bus routes, which can be a barrier to 
decisions to patronize local businesses within the Urban 
Village area.

parking and access to business area

Transportation, light rail connection.  Community Center 
with an expansion of the solstice parade needs.

crime, pedestrian safety, affordable housing, police 
emphasis on DUI prevention due to proliferation of bars 
and nightclubs, parking for residents

Rarely see policing besides traffic enforcement

transportation and improving traffic congestion

transportation. Trolley to fremont & ballard

traffic in downtown Fremont, parks and green spaces

Development Patterns and transportation networks

Single family homes; encouraging family life

community building.  affordable housing.  basic services 
for residents to walk to.

I don’t really understand this question.  I think the 
report itself isn’t the issue.  It’s the neighborhood plan 
for Fremont that is flawed and doesn’t reflect a growth 
management plan for the future.  I wish I had lived in 
Fremont when this process was begun so I could have 
contributed to make this a more meaningful plan.

Connecting with the current exterior resources rather 
than spreading internal resources thin... Why build a 
community center, when one already exists?!

places, activities & services that enhance community 
(community centers, parks, open spaces for community 
activities) for the residents of the neighborhood.

affordability of the neighborhood, limit on development

crime prevention

Livable housing and encouraging higher home ownership 
rates.

Public amenities and development patterns

Making business owners responsible to clean their 
sidewalks and property in a timely manner. Bus service.

walking and street safety - ie. Great City Initiative

Dealing with the parking issue and trying to save single 
family homes from being demolished.

Affordable rental dwellings; bringing back artist/work 
studios; making the ultra-bleak canalside complex 
(Google, Getty, et al.) into something resembling human 
space; water taxis; a smallish grocery store as an alt to 
PCC; rendering the Sunday Market actually useful in 
some way other than entertainment.

Transportation and Safety

Designating open space, green corridors, P-Patch 
community gardens, and enhancing pedestrian & bicycle 
safety

Making Fremont welcoming for pedestrians and bikes.



Q4: Status reports should focus more on...
506

fremoNt fremoNt

Crime rates.  It would be good to track how quality of life 
issues have responded to changes in density.

Public friendly spaces, kids, elderly, The public Plaza 
feel.  fremont has it to a certain extent.  Could have more 
emphasis on this.

Cleaning up Troll area.  More police patrols.

increase support/orientation for families -- more 
welcoming. 
Better use of housing (?) -- many homes occupied by 
single widows, while families cramped in to small units. 
Alternative to move traffic between I5/Udistrict and 
Ballard. 
Perhaps further increase in office space. 
Access to “”waterfront””

Cleaning up Aurora. Honestly, this would benefit every 
other aspect of the neighborhood plan.

Modifying the neighborhood to make it feel cleaner and 
safer.  Making the business district more “”professional 
friendly.””

Pedestrians. People should have the priority in our 
neighborhood over cars and trucks and even bikes.

Development patterns, housing affordability, 
transportation networks

Safety.

Crime on Aroura and social situation creating it.

more focus on addressing safety issues in Fremont as a 
result of bars over-serving people and fights outside of 
Nectar and The Ballroom on Friday and Saturday nights

Transportation and saftey.

Safety, family, decreasing the “”bar”” community

Encouraging local businesses

attracting new retail and restaurant options. No more 
bars (ie. sinners and saints) we are drawing the wrong 
crowd. I would love to see a mix similar to that of Ballard 
Ave.

Nice parks for families and condo dwellers.

historic preservation, housing affordability

crime prevention and motels on Aurora

1}Monitoring / getting rid of the drug / prostitution 
Haven Hotels on Aurura = The Itallia, The Fremont Inn 
(Thunderbird) Etc. Revoke their buisiness  licenses - make 
them go away. Make the neigborhood a safer place. 
2}Transportation to lower Fremont from Upper Fremont

crime

development patterns which I interpret to mean 
improving zoning and preventing mindless speculative 
building resulting in huge blocks of empty townhouses 
public transit and community which binds us all together

Increasing housing and business diversity.  particularly in 
the retail core.

Safety and open/publc spaces

Parks 
Police patrol of 3rd Ave NW...speeders are a real hazard!!

crime

Crime statistics

Whichever bucket you want to put Prostitution and drug 
eradication, public safety including vehicle safety, traffic 
and parking decongestion

Real soulutions for real people, long term residents 
struggling to keep their homes amidst rising costs, and 
the needs of our children who will inherit our debts and 
poor choices of today

Diversity in housing types (less townhomes, more variety 
in high density home options).   
Greening the neighborhood and pushing green pilot 
projects through - green streets, pervious paving.  
Improving the 99 corridor and east-west access 
Creating car-free zones in shopping districts 
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public art

Timed and fee parking (and I say this as someone who 
walks to work and home within Fremont).

Hurting local businesses with parking meters and 
inconveniencing residents with RPZs.

finding back-door ways for the city to make money (RPZ)

I’m not sure what the focus is on right now...

The continuing densification of Fremont. Fremont is a 
fairly densely developed neighborhood, and this won’t 
change. I dont’ want to see more single-family homes 
demolished to make way for expensive townhouses and 
condos.

traffic

Waiting for the City to do something for us.

What is green and nebulous

sucking up to the bicycle lobby, DPD micromanaging to 
the point that new businesses and existing businesses 
can’t DO business

Art

making money from parking

Townhouse development, which is driving out affordable 
housing.

Rearranging parking zones.

Downtown Fremont as if it were all of Fremont

Nothing.

Anything else

The arts

making money off people that come to the community...
ie parking meter. Paid lots and free street parking is a nice 
balance

Ugly condos

1) Adding parks. Currently use the Burke-Gilman trail and 
Canal Park daily. But do not need more.

housing affordability, demographics

Parks, they are already super nice!

parking meters, new buildings

Nightlife.

Making Fremont a tax revenue cash cow for the city.

New restaurants and bikes, we need to make sure that 
the changes we are implementing do not hurt the service 
and manufacturing businesses that form the foundation 
of the tax base for this area.

Public amenities

paid parking, permitting of multi-family dwellings with 
inadequate parking, nightclubs

Road work

Housing affordability

Adding more condos and apartments

transportation.  “”destination development.””

not sure

The troll.

demographics, housing affordability

The Troll.

Trees

parking

Building new condos for high density housing

Parks

Accommodating automobiles.

The Troll?  What is that have to do with neighborhood 
improvement?

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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Troll, Lenin

Holding onto the past for the past’s sake.  Some things 
just need to be rebuilt or rethought.

Encouraging development and developers to rip and 
replace every lot possible into a triplex town house 
ghetto.

Demographics, public amenities.

multi-family dwellings

Promoting corporate interests

The bridge is finished... the troll is just fine. What are your 
priorities for the coming years?

More bars ...

buidings

development

property value

Urban desnity and non sustainable transprotation such as 
the SLUT system
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How well the changes are meeting the residents’ needs.

Sustainability.

When the plan was drafted I am sure the extent of the weekend bar 
invasion wasn’t there.  I am not sure what or how but thinking of some 
way to curb the “spring break” intensity.

I don’t know what the “Mosaic Toolbox” is. I read the paper everyday 
and keep up on Neighborhood affairs so if this is how builders are 
working, I would like to know more about it

I think the report would be enhanced by showing not just the present 
land use patterns, but where they were 10 years ago.  It would give 
a much better sense of _where_ the density has been changing (as 
opposed to just the overall levels given in the tables provided), and 
where additional services may be needed.

I dont want to come off as a crank- but feeling safe is a major part of 
being willing to get out & enjoy the neighborhood and using the parks 
and enjoying the art. Especially in the winter when it is dark. The crime 
rate should be included in the status reports.

When will Seattle bury the awful electrical wires?  Help citizens with 
initiative to begin the painful/costly process!  Our neighborhoods are 
beautiful - -but you wouldn’t know it for all the poles and wires.

issue of crime prevention, cleaning up Aurora

coordination with adjacent neighborhoods regarding transportation 
issues.  Neighborhood urban rest stop or help area for the many 
transients, homeless, and those living in vehicles parked on the streets.

Fremont RPZ is not addressed as it is newly instituted. In my opinion it 
is not working as planned.

The demographics seem odd about homeownership - what about 
houseboat owners?  Do they fall into “1 - attached” or “50+ units”.  We 
do have some houseboats in the outlined boundaries of the Fremont 
neighborhood - although only about two dozen.

education level of residents. number of self-emloyed’s. number of 
businesses per resident.

Transportation issues and crime on Aurora

Homeless encampments and retaining manufacturing businesses in the 
area.

The homeless / bum population.  It’s not talked about anywhere in the 
report, and they really need somewhere better to go.

How to invigorate community involvement 
in the neighborhood plans.  There are FEW 
reputable and safe lodging options in the 
area. There should be focus on improving 
what we already have.  Bring more art 
(back) into our community.

The status reports are very positive 
and flowery in their appraisal of the 
neighborhood. Come visit my street on any 
day of the week and you’ll see a lively drug 
and prostitution market. It’s difficult for me, 
as a resident and worker in the Fremont 
neighborhood, to take the report seriously 
when it’s portrayal of the neighborhood 
ignores serious problems that I see daily.

The community investment section does 
not really tie into the key strategies in a 
meaningful way.

Maybe a processing or perception error, but 
I don’t actually get where my major focuses 
of concern fit in your “reports”.  Don’t seem 
defined to fit....

I wish I had the draft here where I could go 
over it. I’m not sure.

Community Center?

I really think there should be something 
mentioned about increasing are in the 
neighborhoods

Crime and saftey are not addressed

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?



Q4: What are the important gaps in the status reports?
510

fremoNt

They don’t really give sufficient detail to analyze whether 
the Fremont neighborhood plan has been implemented 
successfully.

dd

See above---if it’s not too late---

what makes a good community/neighborhood? how 
can businesses that contribute to the health of the 
neighborhood be encouraged?

The report does not address the neighborhood area 
outside the urban village.  I think the urban village is nice, 
but the surrounding neighborhood is suffering.

See above.

Your demographics are given in a vacuum - what what are 
they compared to?  Are they applicable to “Big Fremont” 
or “sub-Fremont”?  Do “home values” include apartments 
or condo units?  You obviously don’t catch our Houseboat, 
Housebarge, and live-aboard units (0.0%)  Also, the 
writeup on Fremont is full of mis-statements - I got tired 
of editing it.  It’s nice to talk about the parking plan we 
designed, sold to community and implemented in 2002.  
The problem is the SDOT undid it without our approval in 
2009.

Attracting interesting businesses into the area that help 
balance out the artist / artisan side of the equation.

Addressing whether the transportation upgrades have 
made significant difference.

It would be good to have information about the amount 
of low-income housing in various neighborhoods, in order 
to ensure it is distributed equitably.

Drug use and prositution still make the east side of 
Fremont unpleasant.  I would like that issue to be 
addressed in the future.

You mean the summary?  The ‘investments’ should be 
described as ‘accomplishments’ in order to separate 
what is being done from what has been accomplished.  
You should include some of the action steps as well.  
Just a comment... I feel as if I had to memorize or be 
intimately familiar with the status report to answer these 
questions.  The status report basically gives the Vision, 
key strategies, accomplishments and neighborhood 
demographics so it is was awkward to answer this survey.  
Also, I don’t like to be forced to give my name and email 
address... particularly if there is no comment about what 
will be done with them.



Status Check
Transcript of Georgetown Questionnaire Responses

The Georgetown Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999 and 
the Georgetown Neighborhood Anchor. The map shows the 
neighborhood plan boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.
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school
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less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

75 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/gtown/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

For the better! More families, middle class, and pride in 
the homes.

There has been significant changes in the last four 
years that we have been there. There are many new 
business for the neighborhood. There was significant 
improvements to the playfield, and significant increase in 
use of the Oxbow Park. There is also many more families 
and children in the neighborhood from when we first 
moved in. There is a great sense of community there, not 
sure if that is a change or not.

the area has cleaned up a LOT in the last 18 years. 
however the rezoning from 20 years ago no longer fits. 
people have  stayed, small stores stayed , and the streets 
(connectors ) cannot handle the trucks. the city’s plan of 
having Georgetown as a industrial center is now about 15 
years old . this idea moved to kent , and the new new life 
of georgetown as it is , is most likely going to stay,retail, 
office ,artist , small industrial needs. to move forward, 
these uses can live together. 55 foot semis (trucks) driving 
down 22foot wide roads is not to any city code, this area 
moving forward needs to be reengineered, or better 
yet have SDOT not let large trucks cut through what is 
now (and has been  for 30 years) a mixid use community. 
and keep them on 4th ave. as has been seat out in city 
planning. (back that same 15 years ago)

more development, but not necessarily sure that’s been 
in the best possible way.

Beacon Hill has seen a great increase in new families and 
homeowners moving into the neighborhood.  During the 
last five years many young families and younger people 
have moved to Beacon Hill.  While there has been some 
change in the neighborhood businesses, most of the 
businesses that were there when we moved to Beacon 
Hill remain.

Georgetown is much cleaner, safer and yet busier. In 
other words, with more businesses opening up and more 
people moving into the neighborhood the quality of life 
has improved since 1998.

Addition of oxbow park and the hat n boots

Yes, new retail establishments have opened, SDOT took 
over one parcel, the college expansion was completed, 
parking changes made to Airport Way and other streets 
to name a few.

Business are reviving, based on serving the needs 
of residents, not just industry.  Residents are more 
organized politically, and have a stronger voice.  Crime 
related to drug use and prostitution at East Marginal Way 
hotels has decreased, but has not been eliminated.  More 
young homeless people are camping behind Seattle All 
Metal (Lucille and Airport Way S) and have been creating 
problems in the neighborhood.

Georgetown has changed drastically since I first moved 
to the neighborhood in 1996.  Many of the changes since 
then have been positive, but there is still much that 
needs to be done, not least of which is countering the 
perception that our ‘hood has been forgotten by those in 
power.

less police presence has increased the number transients 
during the summer months.there has been negetive  
results,ranging from graffiti on our streets roundabouts 
and homes,bum trash in our yards.we do enjoy hat and 
boots park,the bars and shops.

When we moved to the neighborhood there was virtually 
no retail presence at all.  Now there are coffee shops, 
bike shops, home decorating shops, bakeries, etc.  Also, I 
feel the average age has changed.  When we moved here 
there were many more older people and now we have 
a younger population with more children, which seems 
to be increasing all the time.  9 years ago people left 
when they had children but now almost all are staying.  
The biggest problem we face has persisted for 9 years 
and is the motels (especially the Airlane Motel) at the E. 
Marginal Way end of Flora/Carleton.  These motels (we 
have seen some improvement at the Munson Motel) rent 
to drug dealers, drug users, prostitutes, etc. and bring a 
lot of very bad and dangerous traffic to the area around 
our home.

Gtown has become a destination rather than an 
afterthought.  The population has exploded leading to 
more traffic.  There is a lack of amenities for these new 
residents (grocery, library, laundry facilities).  The resident 
base has changed as well.  We are attracting a younger 
population with different wants and needs.  Bicycles 
have become a major focus of the hood as many here 
can’t afford cars and the buses don’t come through often 
enough in the non-banking hours.  The neighborhood 
has shifted from being family friendly to being more 
singles oriented.  A large part of the reason for this is the 
conversion of a high percentage of single family homes to 
smaller units that only accomodate one or two people.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Georgetown has become a cleaner, more attractive 
neighborhood with an active community council, 
a thriving arts community and a vibrant retail and 
restaurant core. The population appears to be younger 
and more invested in the long-term health of the 
community, upgrading and renovating older homes and 
properties.

SSCC Georgetown Campus has grown and improved the 
land dramatically that it is on.  The business community 
and residents have joined together to advocate for the 
Georgetown area.  The previous Rainier Brewery land has 
been improved.   Previous contaminated areas have been 
renovated but there are still more to do.  there has been 
an increased awareness of the Georgetown community.

Oxbow Park is a reality and the Hat n’ Boots is almost 
restored.  Airport Way has flourished with many 
restaurants and a strong nightlife.  The neighborhood is 
some what gentrified but still is dominated by renters.

Plusses:  more traffic circles.  Clear delineation of south 
Georgetown neighborhood by shifting traffic off Carleton.  
Eagles moved out.  We did not become the red-light 
district.  The garbage transfer station was not built.  
Boeing field did not become a secondary hub to Sea-Tac.  
Minuses:  motels and bars on E. Marginal bring noise and 
undesirable activities.  Trucks park on residential streets.  
Trucks use residential streets as short-cuts.  Bus still runs 
on Carleton.  Housing has been rezoned for some single-
family residences, and owners are now taxed as though 
they had four or eight units on their property, while they 
still have only one single-family residence.  While the 
clean-up of the Dwamish continues, it is very slow going.  
Airplane noise has increased since Sea-Tac opened the 
third runway.  More townhouses, of questionable building 
quality and esthetic value, have replaced single-family 
residences. (Some nicer townhouses have also been built, 
to be fair.)  We no longer have the representation since 
our police precinct joined with South Park...we often feel 
ignored and abandoned.

It is continuing to improve as homes are refurbished/
remodeled and more and more efforts are being made to 
improve the community.

Neighborhood has cleaned up- more parks, cleaner 
streets, new playfield

Some small business’s have closed

Some development.  Some additional businesses.

I have seen the neighborhood grow from a seedy, crime 
ridden area that did not feel safe to a vibrant active 
neighborhood. I have seen cohesion grow between 
residents and businesses. There has been a huge revival in 
the commercial core of old Georgetown. There has been 
a growth of community activism and concern that has 
contributed to the livability of Georgetown. It has been an 
exciting time of positive change in our neighborhood.

The old downtown section of Georgetown on Airport Way 
S. has become more vital with surrounding residential 
areas. Retail, restaurants and bars has given life to an 
otherwise dead zone that existed here 10 years ago.    In 
turn Georgetown has changed its image with the rest of 
Seattle, its a fun place to hang out, instead of a dumping 
ground for toxic waste.

yes

Yes - much more attention paid to environmental 
justice issues facing the neighborhood -- air, water, and 
groundwater contamination of the community that is 
literally at the ‘bottom’ of Seattle’s industrial area. In 2001 
the Duwamish river was listed as a Superfund site, and 
there are also several other State-managed cleanup areas 
in and around the industrial and residential properties. 
The neighborhood has attracted new residents and new 
commercial businesses, and the neighborhood leadership 
has done a great job of mobilizing neighbors to fight off 
additional ‘blights’ such as airport tenant expansion, huge 
transfer station, and a ‘red light district’.

Less hookers. Less drug dealers. Less crime.     More 
neighborhood coalitions and partnerships. Generous, 
caring, and involved neighbors. Dogs, dogs, dogs and 
more dogs love Georgetown!

I dont know what the neighborhood plan was

The amount of children has increased exponentially.  The 
art, restaurants, and nightlife attract many visitors from 
other neighborhoods.

More pedestrian freindly more Kids and family  more 
business aimed at residents of GT many historic buildings 
destroyed and some renovated mmust maintain historic 
features

Seems like the biggest changes are coming from 
commercial development on Airport Way and the change 
from renter-occupied to owner-occupied housing
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The work on the historic Hat and Boots in Oxbow park is a 
wonderful addition to the neighborhood.  The Eagles Club 
leaving is also a very positive event for the neighborhood.  
Crime has been increasing over the last few months, 
however.  The motels along East Marginal Way are a 
haven for drug dealers and prostitution.  The city needs 
to crack down and, if necessary, shut them down like 
occurred on N. Aurora several years ago.  The businesses 
center along Airport Way is one of the things that really 
gives Georgetown its neighborhood feel.  I look forward 
to Sabey Corp’s plans for the old Brewing and Malting 
complex.  Hopefully we can retain the local artists and 
encourage more craft brewing and entertainment.

Increase in special events bringing people to Georgetown 
from other parts of the city. Shuffling of business on 
Airport way, demolition of the ice house by Sabey.

A few improvements to the neighborhood’s functionality/
use of space: Traffic circles, Oxbow Park, Industrial 
Excellence Center. Continued and increased community 
member involvment in meetings/planning. Continued 
and increased involvement from business owners and 
developers in meetings/planning.

Most of the changes that have occurred have taken place 
in the last 6-8 years.  Oxbow Park, the preservation of the 
Hat n Boots, has been an on-going project.  Airport Way 
S. has returned to a vibrant commercial district.

The neighborhood has gained a number of new small 
businesses and restaurants.  I feel more safe then when 
I moved here 4 years ago.  I am concerned that the 
wading pool was closed this year, as it is an important 
summertime activity for my family that we can walk to.

I’ve noticed some higher-end housing added, minor 
pedestrian improvements

People have moved in, businesses have changed and 
grown, housing prices have increased.  Crime has 
decreased.  Overall I’d say that many things have 
improved in Georgetown but I really enjoyed the old 
neighborhood without all the new businesses...there 
was a frontier sensibility that has been lost.  On the 
upside speculative developers have not been able to 
exploit us as much as they would like to.  Sabey Corp 
was able to destroy a landmark with strong arm tactics 
and underhanded relationships with City Hall, but has 
not been able to fund the replacement structure which 
promises to be a dismal box with no redeeming qualities.

safer (drug house gone)  park has grown/boots repainted/
hat under construction  new traffic circle Carleton/
Warsaw  neighbors know each other better/enhanced 
community spirit  Carleton Market reopened under new 
owners—greatly improved!  more businesses/stores/
restaurants

Sabey has bought the Rainer Brewery. Good businesses 
such as Dog’s Dream, Full Throttle, and Carlton Avenue 
Grocery have opened. The pedestrian walkway on Bailey 
and curb expansion at Vale has just been completed. 
Artopia attendence is growing every year. We are 
beginning to form an arts alliance called United Artists of 
Georgetown.

The Airport Way “retail core” (if you can call it that) is 
doing better in general, though some businesses have 
recently started to fail due to increased economic stress. 
It’s cleaner than it used to be and there seems to be an 
influx of younger people moving in because of the lower 
rents than many part of the city. Services like accessible 
transit are still lacking, and there is a definite lack of 
community feeling on the weekends unless there’s a 
festival or something. No one walking around, unless 
they’re ducking into a bar.

Georgetown has experienced a tremendous rebirth, 
more than I ever would have thought possible. The 
old downtown has been revitalized, houses are being 
restored, older housing is being replaced (for better or 
for worse) by multi family housing, and more families 
are choosing to raise their kids here, rather than moving 
to quieter, less polluted neighborhoods. On the other 
hand, city policies continue to either work against the 
neighborhood, or at the very least neglect Georgetown 
and deny it as a cohesive community.

In the last 3.5 years since I bought a home in Georgetown:  
Our retail business district along Airport Way S has 
increased/improved.  The Carleton Grocery store has 
opened, filling a long-time void.  More traffic calming and 
pedestrian safety features have been added to some of 
the streets.

Since I’ve short period of time, the neighborhood hasn’t 
changed much if at all.

Traffic re-visions; Fremont Bridge refurbish; new 
restaurant(s); new buildings; pay street parking; park 
next to library; upper park (can’t remember name); better 
evening policing re: bars.
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Change in type of people living in area.  More younger 
individuals, not many children.  People with children over 
4-5 tend to move out.

It seems to be safer than when I first moved to the 
neighborhood 4 years ago.  There is less drug and 
prostitution activity and the traffic calming measures 
have helped.    There is a lot of interest in development in 
Georgetown, and the neighborhood has really made an 
effort to engage with the developers.

There seems to be more emphasis on creating another 
“Fremont” where housing and work space is more 
upscale and expensive, using the “gritty” characteristic 
of the area as a marketing point. I believe this has 
adversely affected housing availablity (though due to 
the current economic impacts has lessened somewhat), 
has forced out longtime and established businesses 
in favor of higher rents or upscaled land use (e.g. MSI, 
Benz Friendz, Uncle Mo’s, Flynn’s, Ranier Cold Storage, 
etc.), and has contrinuted to a culture of leaving people 
out of the process if they are not amenable to these 
impacts. I understand that careers in Seattle politics 
are built on neighborhood improvement, but these 
negative impacts must be adressed. Note the “upscale” 
and overpriced post-modern condos that have been 
on the market for more then two years, that no one 
can afford.    There is little to no outreach on issues of 
concen of the neighborhood. Doors do not get knocked 
on about getting involved, and much of the decision 
making is relagated to a small group of people who 
implicitly insist that every neighborhood initiative must 
pass their approval, and this includes any kind of dissent 
on city policy, and they do not respond constructively 
to criticism. This in my opinion has discouraged broad 
participation in many of the important issues affecting 
us. An e-mail to come to a neighborhood meeting where 
all the decisions have already been made is not adequate 
outreach. I have found the local neighborhood council to 
be reluctant to even allow members of the community 
to view their minutes even when asked, so that we can 
get a sense of what is being decided on our behalf. I don’t 
have the sense that the neighborhood is enfranchised in 
the process and the people representing us.  The fact that 
ther is so little input on this survey underscores the point. 
There needs to be neighborhood leadership succession 
and development that reflects all races, incomes, and 
occupations, and not just managerial professionals.

There has been a revitalization of sorts. More businesses 
have opened along Airport Way South, and the business 
district has expanded beyond that pocket.    Home prices 
have escalated (and then crashed). Lots of speculation. 
We have been discovered by developers so the battle is 
to now retain the character of our neighborhood without 
losing the characters of our neighborhood.    We still are 
trying to advocate for the residential needs. Georgetown 
is more than industrial, which is a label slapped on too 
quickly. The balance between the two interests can be 
conflicting, an there’s room for a more constructive 
relationship.    Environmental justice is always a 
top priority.    Much has been accomplished in the 
Neighborhood Plan, but more is left. There is also a need 
to revise it, and update it so it more accurately reflects 
the neighborhood.

We didn’t really have a plan. The plan was more for 
Industial use. The plan was written by the MIC. I’m 
suprised that the city of Seattle even considers us a 
neighborhood. I hope that maybe the city will take into 
consideration that humans do live down here. We need 
transportation and police patrols. Something that we lack 
down in Georgetown. If not for the residents then for at 
least your workers at all the industrial sites.

There has been a great improvement in the community in 
general, not only in the quality of life but also in amount 
of people who care and are doing things to help improve 
the community even more.  Crimes such as prostitution 
and the sale of drugs are no longer prominent while 
property crimes seem to have increased (burglaries, but 
most notably graffiti).  Overall everything has improved.

It seems like there are way more residences in the area, 
lots of growth with residential construction as well 
as new businesses reviving the old downtown area of 
Georgetown. Lots more people are moving down here.
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When I first moved in we had alot of juvenile problems 
- some of it gang related.  It cleared up - but now it is 
back - there are tags all over - and we have an owner of 
several buildings - I believe her name is Pam Miller, who 
inherited her businesses - and most of them are empty.  
She lives in Ballard, yet owns all of these empty buildings 
down in Georgetown - which just adds to our shabbiness.  
These buildings are a detriment to our community and its 
a shame that we can’t put some type of penalty on those 
who own empty buildings in our neighborhood.  It just 
increases the options of criminals and squatters, taggers, 
etc.  It is nice to see the development of other buildings 
in our area - and I do feel safer around those.  There are 
so many dogs in Georgetown, and we all know each other 
from walking our dogs - it would be nice to have an off 
leash area - perhaps Ruby Chow?  This might discourage 
the RV’s from using it as a home base, trashing it and 
using it as a toilet?  None of us feel safe walking by there 
if there are not at least two or more of us - most are not 
a problem, but some are a little off - and no one wants 
to set them off.  They have lived out of their RV’s around 
that park for over 3-5 years.  I have noticed more and 
more people buying not just renting - this is good.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most pleased about?
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Homes are looking better and better

I’ve listed housing in both “pleased” and “dissatisfied” columns. I am 
pleased to see the renovation and preservation of older homes and 
buidings and the addition of a few new properties that are well-designed 
and attractive new additions to the neighborhood, but...

The improvements to the playfields made a huge difference in the illegal 
activity in the park.

I have lived in many Seattle neighborhoods and this is the only one with a 
true community.  It is very much a small town with all the attributes of a 
small town even though it is located in the city.

What a great group of people- neighbors who actually TALK TO ONE 
ANOTHER. Awesome.

The fierce entrepreneurial spirit and creative innovation present 
in Georgetown has been the engine of the amazing revival of the 
neighborhood over the last 10 years.

The residential sections are improving.

I would like to continue to see improvements, especially public facilitues - 
there’s no community center no library, etc.

Happy to see the new bars and restaurants.

It is a better neighborhood than when I moved here.

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• the community
• Community
• low income living 
arrangements
• community/neighbors
• police . new business 
activity
• affordable housing
• Still has that “old 
Seattle” feel a native like 
myself loves.
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The business district is shaping up nicely.

The people who live here are community-minded and 
fun, which enhances the safety and enjoyment of the 
neighborhood.

The people in the Georgetown community can 
congratualate themselves on the active part they have 
taken to make the improvements that now exhist.

While not every concern or desire has been addressed, 
Georgetown’s parks have received great attention and 
upgrades to sporting fields, art, and play equipment 
safety.

road quality. and large trucks just parking, or using small 
streets as a short cut

It’s been great seeing the community grow & I look 
forward to seeing future changes.

The Airport Way business district is very close to the 
residential areas, so I can walk or bike while running 
errands or shopping.    Parking on both sides of Airport 
Way slows down traffic and encourages pedestrians on 
the sidewalks.

Oxbow Park was one of the better improvements.

This is the only category where we improved.

We use the parks all the time and are pleased that the city 
makes this investment in the neighborhood.

It’s been nice to not have to worry about scrap metal 
theives and people breaking into my place.     Integrating 
Boeing into the new light rail by either underground 
shuttle or a monorail would greatly reduce traffic near 
the residential portion of the neighborhood, increase the 
usefulness of light rail, and encourage job stability in the 
area. I’m glad to see light rail near here, and we should 
take advantage of it.

Improvements have been supported and initiated by 
community members, Fremont Chamber has taken a 
leadership role in advocating for businesses in Fremont; 
(note walking guide, clean-ups etc)

Housing was to vage. Affordable housing is why people 
end up in Georgetown. The restaurants and store are nice. 
But not provide by the city.

the new Cold Storage, the improved Horton Hotel, all up 
and down Airport Way
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other things 
respondents are 

dissatisfied about:
• no major grocery
• The well documented 
problems of prostitution and 
drugs have not changed; ie 
hotels on Marginal Way are 
still open for that type of 
business. Something needs 
to be done so that our law 
enforcement resources can be 
put to better use.
• pollution - air, noise, and 
ground
• I feel that the city still 
does not fully realize the 
value of Georgetown as an 
neighborhood.
• manufacturing
• bums,prostitutes,drug 
dealers,and street kids
• Zoning
• Oxbow Park hat restoration 
& lights
• air quality and other health 
concerns
• see below
• no community Center
• one or two owners of multiple 
empty buildings.
• lack of grocery stores

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?
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NEED A GROCERY STORE!!!!

I am not pleased at the growing number of apartment buildings and 
town homes that have little architectural merit and do not appear to be 
built to very high standards such as those in the 6700 block of Carleton 
Ave. S.

The slow increase in trucks using our neighborhood as a staging area. 
Illegal dumping continues to be a problem. I am pleased that new 
housing is often well designed, but displeased at the continuing trend 
of packing poorly-designed, cheaply built townhouses onto small 
building lots.

I am extremely concerned about the cumulative effect of pollution in 
the hood.  Studies of individual elements have been done, but none 
have taken into account all elements.  I am also concerned about zoning 
(please refer to the comments presented to the city by our land use/
design guidelines committee).

More buses to Georgetown!

Lack of signed bicycle routes in South Seattle, no safe route across the 
Argo train yard.

It would be nice to see more improvement in the professional areas.  
Also if safety could be improved that there could be less night lighting.  
An improvement in busing would be helpful as would the ability to 
bring in some shopping as in grocery stores.
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It is an industrial area but why should my quality of life 
have to suffer? There are new or existing manufacturing 
companies stinking up our air, polluting the area, parking 
giant tractor trailers around, KCIA flying more and more 
larger louder airplanes.

Georgetown needs a community space outside of the bars 
and pubs.

We need more frequent bus service!  I understand this will 
improve somewhat in Sept when the 106 is re-routed, but 
it could still be better. Also would be nice to have east-west 
service to West Seattle and the Rainier Valley.  Need more 
visible police presence, especially near the troublesome 
south end motels along East Marginal

We need a GROCERY STORE!!!

Need to get an accurate picture of use v. zoning.  Also 
need to preserve SF 5000.  Georgetown does not have the 
amenities to support more density.

The transportation is very undesirable. The bus system is 
not reliable, sometimes coming 3o minutes late (#131,170, 
22, 174)

Poorly service by mass transit.  I work in Sodo and I can’t 
comfortably get to there from Carleton Ave.  We continue 
to fight the airport over noice and truck drivers over the 
parking of their rigs and the use of Corson Ave, which is 
NOT the truck route.  We have very little coverage by the 
police and the motels draw all sorts of crime as does the 
Shell station because it sells rot gut.

I wish there were more live/work studio spaces for artists 
and fabricators.

We have a lovely park: Oxbow, but the Parks Dept. does 
not take good care to keep it maintained: weeds choke the 
flower beds and are taking over the gravel paths.  The trees 
have been left to die in the heat of the summer.    Please 
refer to earlier comments about police, housing

we could use a library or book mobile, especially for the 
children (summer programs, interaction with people 
who can encourage reading, a place where you can get 
homework help)

The park is very nice, but the lights seem to be out more 
often than on and the restoration of the hat was halted for 
a while  which caused problems.

Bus service is not consistant when going from 
Georgetown to Seattle but very consistant when coming 
from Seattle.  Would like to see Light rail here.  Need 
more public restrooms available and unlocked

It is difficult to bring accountability to some of the small 
businesses that foster unhealthy practices of transient 
population.  The public not feeling safe at night impacts 
growth of the diverse eating establishments.  The health 
hazards affect the residents and community

Libraries and community centers? WE DON’T HAVE ANY

Open intersections without train barriers require 
trains to honk their horns at all hours of the day and 
evening.  Being woken up to a blaring train horn at 3am 
is maddening, especially when a simple train crossing 
barrier, common at every other train crossing in this 
town, would alleviate the need.

the low end crime is starting back up

We really need our wading pool in the neighborhood & 
a community center would be a fantastic addition to the 
neighborhood.  We just need more here to support young 
families!

It would be nice to have a community center or library.

It is really a shame that the light rail did not go with the 
original plan of running along E. Marginal Way.  Hopefully 
they will run a spur from SODO station to Boeing Field in 
the future.

Metro schedules for residents are deficient on evenings 
and weekends.  Would be nice if there were less bars and 
a larger grocery store.
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We are in limbo with major transportation improvements. 
The Viaduct situation has left us frozen. The city won’t 
commit to improvements until that situation is resolved, 
yet there are no neighborhood representatives on 
the stakeholder group.    We aren’t allowed bike or 
ped improvements because freight opposes them, so 
practically all of our streets are a truck priority. Seems 
lopsided. The only multi-modal approach given is car 
or trucks.    Since most of our neighborhood is zoned 
industrial, trees are taboo. The existing trees seem to be 
obstacles for trucks and are often hit and broken.    Public 
facilities? With the exception of our City Hall, where 
we have access to a conference room, we lack public 
facilities.    The health of our neighborhood and our 
residents seems to be overlooked.        Years ago, much 
of our hostory, our single family houses, were rezone L1 
and L2. As a result, they are quickly being demolished 
for townhouses and condos. Our affordbale housing is 
disappearing as is our diverse housing stock.    January we 
were transferred to the South Precinct and it feels like we 
have fallen on the police radar.

The bus service could be a bit better, and it would be nice 
if it could somehow link to the light rail.

The design elements of newerresidential contruction is 
atrocious. There are a couple of split lot developments 
that were done well, but many others done on the 
cheap, or the architechture is out of synch with the 
neighborhood. The problem motels on EMW could be 
low income, much like Martin Court. The police deal 
with the riff raff, but the root problem is a policy issue 
the city needs to deal with.    The business district has 
beome more focused on bringing visitors here on the 
weekends, and essential amentities are not vey accessible 
if you don’t have a vehicle. If it isn’t profitable then there 
needs to be a way to make these services more acessible, 
particularly for the elderly.    There needs to be some solid 
communication between the industrial community and 
the residental community about buffer zones. I don’t get 
the sense that the current player are willing to talk to one 
another.

I believe there should be a community center where 
people can gather with space for classes, meetings and 
shows...

I pay taxes. It would be nice to have officers that actually 
come down to the area when you call 911 because 
hookers service johns in my alley. The AirLane Apts. has 
regular drug activity on the second floor. A library would 
be nice but would be afraid that the hookers would use it 
as a meeting place and not for reading. The Hat at Oxbow 
park could be nice if it ever gets finished. Transportation 
would be nice but I guess we don’t get LightRail down 
here. So a very crowded bus with unregular service is all 
we got.

There are a couple of people who own a multitude of 
properties in Georgetown and will not sell - and the 
buildings lay empty  - - and the actual owners do not live 
in Georgetown - it’s most discouraging that they can 
bring down our neighborhood so badly.

There really are not any public facilities such as libraries.  
Safety continues to be a persistent issue.

The neighborhood needs addl transportation options 
since the Link Light Rail doesn’t stop there -- shuttles 
to the SODO or Tukwila stations? Increased bus service, 
and better bike lanes through the neighborhood.  More 
affordable housing stock, and an examination of the 
Property Taxes for the area so that people can afford to 
stay in their homes or move into the neighborhood.  More 
parks and open space, especially in conjunction with the 
impending Duwamish river cleanup process.

Would suggest that Corson Ave not be treated as an 
Arterial or Truck Route.

I wish the outlook on the Duwamish @ 8th was in better 
condition. (A small dock-like element on the waterfront, 
like the one on the canal in Fremont would be GREAT!)  
And that access to it was more pedestrian-friendly & 
attractive. (A good sidewalk -- ideally lined by trees -- 
would, again, be GREAT!)
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A design district? Does Seattle really need that? 
What about supporting the arts, new parks, new 
outdoor sculpture parks, tearing down some of 
these crappy tilt up warehouses everywhere, 
what about changing that back to greenspace or 
green living places.

Haven’t lived here long enough.

With the polluted air, “”clean”” industry is a 
joke. We do not have “”clean”” industry in 
Georgetown. The 18 wheeler that use this area 
for parking and a quick way to cut throw to I-5 
hasn’t stopped. I see truck jump our traffic circles 
all the time. Even the new pedestrian cross walk 
has been run over near Bailey and Vale St. I saw a 
Rosella truck use  it as a U-turn a few days ago.

People don’t seem to unerstand that yes, the city 
approved the Neighborhood Plan, but it is our 
responsible to implement it. We need to avicate 
for it and hold the city accountable. 
We are also limited with manpower. Like most 
coommunities, a few people in the neighborhood 
carry the bulk of the work.

Still a long way to go to improve cycling facilities 
and attract the kind of businesses we need 
on a daily business (i.e. a full service grocery 
store).  Haven’t seen any improvement in code 
enforcement, especially with truck parking

I fear the low income living arrangements will 
disappear with Sabey buying the brewery. 
We could probably use some services for the 
homeless folks who like to sleep in the park 
(if there are enough permanent shelters like 
Nickelsville, low income housing, other services, 
they won’t sleep in the park.) I’m very please with 
Oxbow Park and the P-Patch. I’m also please with 
the pedestrian improvements on Bailey since 
people are actually stopping to let pedestrians 
pass. I hope the Hat will be done soon.

The parks look great, aside from the wading pool issue & the city 
does a great job maintaining them!  The neighborhood is certainly 
safer, but there is a lot of work that needs to be done on Marginal 
to address the prostitution and drug activity over there.   I love 
that some sidewalks are now stroller accessible!

The strategies in our plan are so disjointed because of the 
perceived dischord between the priorities of industry v. residents.  
Therefore, our plan has very few specifics that can be executed 
and then measured for results.

The last NP was a compromise between industry and residents. 
There was no vision or strategy, just neutral language designed to 
offend no one.

The design district doesn’t feel a part of Georgetown. There’s no 
involvement in events like the Art walk, Honk Fest, Artopia. These 
provide Georgetown character. 
The residential area of Georgetown is very slowly becoming more 
self sufficient

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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The old retail core has blossomed without help from 
Seattle, more green-space would always be welcomed, 
especially around the Duwamish River. 
In the industrial areas the city seems to promote large 
scale industrial, it would be great if the city promoted 
live-work spaces for very small business and artist to 
thrive here.

I think that we are working hard to balance the somewhat 
incompatible goals of residents, businesses and industry 
within Georgetown.

Becuse the neighborhood struggled to make an 
agreement with the MIC, the plan is intentially vague.  
Georgetown should be broken out and exempt from 
industrial legislation.

the community is working hard and in agreement on 
goals but it seems the waiting list is long and progress is 
moving slowly

As a member of the land use committee I went through 
the old plan and highlighted the ways development has 
gone against our outlined goals.  Little progress has been 
made in the last 10 years.

it has SO changed and i have been here since 89!

The hat at Oxbow still isn’t done, but they are working on 
it. I do not see a connection of the manufacturing to the 
residental neighborhood that seemed to be a goal, but I 
also don’t know if that matters.
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Haven’t lived here long enough.

The vision stated in our plan is completely off base.  
Some of the prioritites are still important, some are 
not a priority any longer. Those I see as not current 
priorities:   
A. Design District 
B. Neighborhood Anchor - I wonder if we can now 
qualify as an urban village? 
E. Improve code enforcement - I don’t see this as a 
priority that we need called out in the Plan

Lots of priorities have changed. A better way to 
express this, is we want to clarify things.

Traffic is still an issue but concerns are being 
addressed consistently and with results.

The should be more focus on family needs (i.e. wading 
pool & a Community Center).  The sidewalks in the 
neighborhood aren’t completed to make them stroller 
& wheelchair accessible. There are also crosswalk 
issues on S. Bailey that need to be addressed.

Zoning and compliance is still a huge issue in 
Georgetown.  As is trying to regain control over Corson 
Avenue S.

I don’t feel like the Design District or code enforcement warrant being key strategies.

Do we need a Design District, nothing that I can see has been done to promote this.

I feel that the emphasis on the arts and cultural spaces and experiences in Georgetown are the economic engine that 
will drive the neighborhood’s development in a sustainable and meaningful way.

Land use is the biggest issue.  We need to be separate and then re-write the plan.

I think providing a parking area at the port for some of the trucks was a positive effort to shift some of the direct 
residential exposure to unclean air but their are still health impacts that need to be addressed.

Most of our priorities remain the same.

the old plans need to change

I think that the neighborhood has a lot more families than it used to, which will continue to shift some priorities.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?
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How many residents actually live here. I think it is more 
than the report and how many folks work in the area. 
Public amenities. There are none here.

Safety and improving the area (including schools) for 
families with children

free parking for people coming to Fremont to shop, go to 
restaurants etc.

Keeping the neighborhood clean, getting rid of graffiti

Public services... ie. public transportation and bike lanes 
on Airport Way.  In addition to improved road conditions.

Saftey and the enviroment. I know that the truck traffic 
and the air traffic won’t stop because business always 
wins in Seattle. But, let me tell you that if you don’t 
take care of your weakest link it will come to your 
neighborhood someday. You need more police patrols 
in Georgetown. You need to realize that pollution will 
impact your enviornemt someday, not just the citizens 
that move to Georgetown for affordable housing.

the residential, retail and business community

ZONING

Participation and input from other people--ethnic 
minoroties (inclusing interpretors), class backgrounds, 
occupations, family status, low-income (and not 80% of 
median--that is not “”low income””--what people could 
afford on 14 an hour with a dependent)

Transit, bicycle and pedestrian improvements, public 
safety

Actions to achieve the goals.

public transportation (a bus that runs more than hourly 
and direct access to the train)

Family wage paying jobs, small or light manufacturing 
etc.  The food bank should be restored.

Changes that affect residents in the neighborhood.

Residents

Neighborhood safety.

crime

Safety and Residential NH Anchor

Recognizing the residential character of Georgetown. 
More definite action, less panacea

transportation networks and public amenities

Getting rid of the drugs and prostitution.

Industrial cleanup and environmental safety

Pollution - Both long-term and short-term.  Decades 
of careless pollution have caused serious safety issues 
with regards to ground water, river, and soil.  Ongoing 
pollution issues with local metal businesses, and trucking 
companies can cause noxious air and petroleum products 
and antifreeze spills on the roadways.

I have no idea

Continue community policing program. VERY 
IMPORTANT. Continue / increase level of police patrols. 
Continue funding/grants for neighborhood improvement 
projects.

land use and zoning, property taxes/assessment, and 
maintaining affordable housing stock

saftey.

true development patterns and public amenties

Preserving old bulidings in the area, promoting more 
business, increasing transportation

sex offender residents - a head count 
environmental justice - air quality and noise control 
crime statistics

Improve transit options on the east perimeter, improve 
overall safety for business patrons and residents.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Correcting zoning problems, mitigating traffic, 
connecting north gtown to the rest of the residential 
area, correcting pollution problems, helping set up an 
atmosphere where we can spend our resources and 
energy improving our neighborhood rather than fighting 
issues that impinge on our quality of life such as the 
proposed intermodal station and the proposed stationing 
of SW Airlines at KCIA.  It is also important to solve truck 
issues like parking and the fact that they want to be able 
to navigate the hood without looking out for pedestrians.

changes that effect use of property/zoning etc.

safety

residents/residential area

safety

Cultural development (Arts, music, theater, etc)

Residents

growing retail

Public spaces

Safety. Sex Offender housing. Crime
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Manufacturing needs.

Community art... except for restoration of items... i.e. hat & boot

Affordable housing. We have that down. Low rent. We got it.

industrial business needs; if we could look at the Urban Village, could we shrink the focus on Industry?

Visioning studies that don’t go very far but spend taxpayers money and are focused on narrow groups 
like outside developers and political leaders.

Reports.

gentrification

The zoning issues listed in the report have been enforced with the result being that some long 
established businesses have been forced to move though the efforts to close at least one of the 
businesses was primarily the effort of a single individual who has since moved to Tacoma.

Statistics

Industry

“”Balance””.

demographics

N/A

Where to find places to dump trash in Georgetown.

demographics

industry

housing affordability

Industry

unusable for big trucks, as non of them delivering, they are only stopping in the area (to sleep)or  they 
are only lost or parking

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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Quality of life versus big manufacturing. Is the plan written from a 
resident point of view?

Need to continually focus on not allowing the city to dump all of their 
problems in this area.  It seems to be a yearly battle against something 
new...  (i.e. Southwest operating out of Boeing Field, Dump/Transfer 
Station, sex offenders, new jail, Nicklesville)

We should encourage more density with more transportation. A safer 
and cleaner enviornment would be nice with regular VISITS by industiral 
Leader to see how the people are living in the nearby communities, 
instead of just assuming that whatever they dump into the Duwamish 
or pump into the air won’t affect anyone.

in the pie charts about the Built Environment, it lists 0% Industrial 
existing land use and 0% Industrial zoned land use. This is completely 
incorrect. Please update. 
Also, please ensure that the Existing Land Use pie chart and map 
are referencing the latest information provided by the Georgetown 
community.

Industry is the priority. Though industry is important, it is ONE part 
of this neighborhood, not the only part. The neighborhood should be 
listed first, not industry, not businesses.  
We are no longer considered an ‘achor’. I believe DPD abolished this 
term. We would like a term that recognized we are indeed a bon a fide 
neighborhood. 
The map of Georgetown is large but because of past decisions, 
we actually only have a say- our Neighborhood PLan- over a 
relatively small area. This is frustrating. We should have a voice with 
neighborhood decisions, all decisions...like truck routes, environmental 
issues, parks, open space, zoning, etc.

“”We will also preserve and enhance the qualities and services of our 
vibrant, 
long-standing residential community. We, the businesses, residents, 
and property owners of Georgetown, will work together and respect 
each other’s concerns in order to maintain this unique balance that 
defines our area.”” 
Not happening to any great extent.

I don’t really get a sense of what’s changed from the status report. 
It doesn’t show any changes over time, and if you’re trying to 
demonstrate whether or not there’s been progress, this report does 
nothing to address it.

I would like to know speficially what languages are being spoken, 
especially those neighbors who can only speak a language other than 
English. It would help to include them more in the community if we new 
how to communicate to them.

Just the ones that I mentioned.

Georgetown was a residential 
neighborhood well before it became 
industrial.  Residents should be listed first 
when discussing the area.  Also, needs to 
be a thorough study of vacancy rates in 
warehouses in Georgetown (it appears 
high).  And there needs to be better 
understanding of what kinds of industry are 
in Georgetown.

more focus on crime

I always want more detail when it comes 
to safety and the RNHA portion is an 
important partk of safety and quality of life 
in any neighborhood.

For being a key strategy, the design district 
isn’t mentioned.

In the industrial zoned areas there is 
still active residential areas, to bad the 
city ignores these people. I again stress 
that live- work developments would be 
attractive in these areas to encourage small 
businesses and artists .

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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The arts and culture have been omitted. We have a 
monthly art walk, an annual festival that draws around 
15,000 people, we have a high density of arts venues and 
studios that are demograpically unparrelled, we have 
a dynamic community of artists who call Georgetown 
home and we are struggling to maintain the sustainablilty 
of these things. I think this deserves attention within the 
neighborhood plan.

for Georgetown it doesn’t begin to discuss the challenges 
of working with the MIC, industrial legislation and the 
loss of single family housing.  It reads like a report card 
with all A’s.

impact of health issues on long term commitment for 
business owners and residents

why are sex offenders concentrated in our neighborhood? 
we have a newborn and are curious.

georgetown  central is now GOING. we are no longer  a 
seattle wasteland. i do not need to point out all the other 
close knit areas that are now going up as well . South 
seattle is both cleaning up and building up!



Status Check
Transcript of Green Lake Questionnaire Responses

The Green Lake 2020 Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999 
and includes the Green Lake Residential Urban Village. The map 
shows the neighborhood plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

60

0

20

40

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

143 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/greenlk/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

It has become more crowded, more developed with 
oversized out-of-character buildings, lost key parcels of 
green space, seen Lower Woodland Park become grossly 
overdeveloped, and become less pedestrian-friendly.

Some unneccessary geese have been removed that 
pollute the park.    Many of the drug and whore houses 
on my street have dissappeared.    More police patrol my 
street on a regular basis.    Parking is limited, people with 
three cars and one townhouse use the garage for storage 
and park thier cars on the street, I often have to walk 4 
blocks with groceries.

In fill housing has replaced a number of older home, a 
few large projects in residental urban village area, a new 
stoplight at 64th. A number of new families have moved 
in, more babies and young children.

Yes.  Fr example, traffic has improved through 
Tangletown (55th and 56th Street) and the 
implementation of Crosswalks along Green Lake Way has 
worked well.

A lot more large buidlings have gone up, condos and 
rental homes. The amount of townhomes has also 
increased. Traffice seems to be more congested with 
parking more difficult if you are visiting the lake

We have had improvements with traffic in residential 
areas (traffic circles/bumps, signage, some wheelchair-
friendly curbs) as well as improvement to our local 
playground (through a neighborhood grant).

Tremendous increase in townhouses and multi-unit 
condo/apartment buildings. Increased congestion on 
major arterials (especially 80th and 85th). Little increase 
in useful retail space (lots of very small retail boutiques in 
the bottom of condo buildings). Decrease in major retail 
(loss of the major lower cost supermarket in the area - 
albertsons at the south end of greenlake)

More density, changeover in shop ownership, different 
traffic patterns

We’ve been here four years, and I feel like I’m seeing my 
neighbors take a greater interest in taking care of their 
homes at the same time I’m noticing more graffiti and car 
break-ins.

Traffic is a lot busier.  Seems to be more kids in the area as 
well

Lots more walkers on greenlake but not that many more 
bikers, making the people on wheels a much bigger 
hazard to the walkers, so I think the line should be 
removed from greenlake so they don’t go there. They can 
use Burke Gillman instead.

For the better.  It has gotten denser, and it feels like there 
are more shops. The Park and the Zoo have continuously 
improved and seem to keep getting more and more 
popular.

The neighborhood has increased it’s density with a 
corresponding decrease in livability.  The lower woodland 
park has been destroyed as a park, and turned into a 
game arcade available only to paying  groups of ball 
players.  The transportation is slightly worse in the 
30 years I’ve taken the bus to work,  and the “dense 
apartment/condo” development has not enhanced the 
neighborhood.

Our neighborhood has become much more crowded 
with the addition of 100’s of apartments/condos in and 
around Green Lake.  Where  Lower Woodland Park  once 
was open green space before “improvements” it is now 
almost exclusively used by organized sports teams/
organizations.  Night time lighting and noise from the 
sports fields/tennis courts is more disruptive in the 
neighborhood than in the past.  Green Lake is in constant 
use and with the large skate park in Lower Woodland 
there is no real green space left for people who are not 
part of a sports team or who skateboard.  Overall, our 
neighborhood is noisier, congested and less liveable.

Woodland Park playfields have upgraded and are 
currently being upgraded even more.  New bars and 
restaurants have opened.  Greenlake park parking 
lots have been improved and the outer running trail 
has improved as well.    On the down side, crime has 
increased.  I often hear of gang problems at the park 
now and often see graffiti.  There have also been house 
breakins and even a rape in the area in the last year.  I 
frequently walk the neighborhood (the streets, not the 
lake trail) in dark and the new crime issues scare me.

There has been a turnover from older people to younger 
people with families and young children.  A trend toward 
tearing down old bungalows and putting in very large 
houses, town homes or condos, which is not necessarily a 
good thing.

N/A

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?
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Greater densities, pay parking, more transit on Aurora

there has been a significant amount of construction along 
the east side of the lake, the path has been improved, 
the number of geese has gone down, the lake itself is 
cleaner...

In the last two years (I have lived in GL since May, 2007), 
it appears auto traffic has greatly increased on N. 50th 
and N. 55th Streets.  Due to traffic back-ups on N. 50th 
(particularly for west-bound traffic at the intersection of 
Stone Way and Green Lake Way), more traffic is diverting 
to N. 55th St.  Many cars are making illegal left hand turns 
off of E. Green Lake Way onto N. 55th St. to avoid the 
east-bound traffic on N. 50th St.

More townhomes, a large apartment complex, and more 
traffic.

Yes. There have been renovations to the intersection 
of Green Lake Drive, down near the Pitch ‘n Put/Lower 
Woodland. They are also currently working on resurfacing 
the soccer fields adjacent to the baseball/softball fields.

Much, much development in the Lower Woodland Park 
across the street

Older less vital areas were being rebuilt but that has 
stopped with the economy.  We still have a fundamental 
lack of parking enforcement which makes driving 
dangerous

more congested less parking and worse bus service.  
more resturants,

GL seems more “dense” and urban (lots of homes 
replaced by townhouses, multi-family; vacant lots 
developed; small homes replaced with larger houses.)  
As a result, there’s more traffic, and fewer TREES.  
Inflated housing costs have made the neighborhood 
more “upscale”; new residents are of a higher income 
bracket than long-time residents.  However, retail hasn’t 
improved; in fact, loss of the neighborhood grocery 
(Albertsons -- not a very nice store, but at least it was 
within walking distance of my home) has been a real 
inconvenience.

It has remained about the same with some improvements 
to the Green Lake park and Lower Woodland.  Much 
remains to be done for transportation. More Metro 
Transit (restoring some routes like # 6) is needed.

Businesses have changed. More houses have become 
rentals. Many multi-family structures (apartments - 
condos) have been built. Many mixed-use buildings have 
been built.

More traffic, less bicycle friendly

The park is considerably busier since I moved to the 
neighborhood in 1991.  It is now much more of a regional, 
destination park.  It’s not a bad thing, it’s just a very 
different environment now.  No longer do you see your 
neighbors at the park and use it as a place to gather, it’s 
too busy.   The pool/community center is falling apart and 
needs attention and $$, although the parks department 
maintenance of the park is much better now than in the 
early ‘90s, Thanks for that!  P-patch and/or community 
garden space would be nice.   The work stoppage due 
to the economy (understandable) of the project on the 
Vitamilk Dairy site has left a huge hole (literally) in the 
progress of business in the neighborhood.  I fear that we 
will not get the number or diversity of small business back 
for many, many years because rents for small business 
in new buildings will be too high to create a vibrant small 
business community.  There is now no pleasure or reason 
for me to shop in Green Lake, which is a shame.  Service 
businesses are finding it very difficult and I think many 
will be lost in the near future as well.  Business synergy is 
needed.  Ballard Ave. is a great example of a revitalized 
retail area.  This is what Green Lake needs, but we no 
longer have all the cheap rents necessary.  Progress?

Way too many condos/townhouses supplanting the older 
houses that add charm and character to the community.

Huge increase in traffic and congestion in my 
neighborhood.

A very large apartment/mixed use structure has been 
completed at 4th Ave NE and Green Lake Way while a 
major hole in the ground was created when the only 
grocery market was removed.

There has been a general upgrade in housing through 
individual owners remodeling or upgrading homes 
and property.  With the addition of new apartments 
and condominiums the density has increased.  Public 
transportation has been greatly reduced through Route 
6’s deletion.
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We have lost our neighborhood grocery and have a 
large hole in the ground where Vitamilk used to be so 
we are not improving.  Transportation to downtown 
and Northgate is easy.  The economic downturn has a 
negative effect on the livability of this neighborhood.

Green Lake Park has many improvements.  Albertson’s 
has disapperared.  No major grocery store or drugstore in 
walking distance.  Vitamilk is gone.  Increased number of 
condo units.

way too much traffic - we rarely drive on Greenlake way 
since there are so many cars.  It is very dangerous to cross 
the street - even when pushing a baby stroller the cars 
don’t stop as they are required to by law.  I hate the pay 
parking spots.  Our street ends up with overflow visitors 
and we can’t park our own car at times.  We still have too 
many car prowls on the block.

More density, condos, traffic, noise, construction

almost has gotten hit several times in a 1 year period on 
Lindin & 73rd

Seen an increase in single family homes being knocked 
down and replaced with multiple townhomes. In most 
cases the garages are unusable and this has increased 
demand for street parking and lead to more congestion.

More multi level condos.  Small businesses seem to 
struggle.  Less unique then it use to be. More crime seems 
to be around.

Loss of neighborhood grocery store in residential urban 
village (Albertson’s), new mixed use development at 
Albertson site, Connor Homes project on Woodlawn Av 
NE, at 80th and GL Way N; new townhouses within and 
without village designated area. Hole in the ground past 
couple of years at former Vita Milk site (propose renaming 
Green Lake to “Twin Lakes”). Billing’s Middle School 
added in heart of what was designated commercial main 
street; school good, location questionable in terms of 
planning; new modular units in pedestrian zone, along 
what was to be commercial frontage with transparency, 
etc. Not a particularly good move. Plan seems to be 
ineffectual in term of City approvals.

Denser population, more people visiting, heavier 
park usage = even more parking issues, higher home 
ownership, less home rentals, per capita income higher, 
my kids will never be able to afford to live here.

Well, the Parks Dept has pretty much ruined my 
residential neighborhood with its own idea of 
improvements-all of which blight the neighborhood 
and make it highly unlivable. Their “plans and projects” 
have also been totally incompatible with the original 
neighborhood plans we worked on in the late 90s. All this 
with the “help” of our present Mayor and a know nothing 
City Council.    Improvements include the loss of Vita-Milk, 
but we now have a long time gaping hole that should be 
turned into a swimming pool or maybe an underground 
covered skatepark. Green Lake smell and swimming have 
been improved, but that was mostly the work of a small 
group called Friends of Green Lake ( kudos to them). The 
new shade garden is nice, but I won’t ever use it.    Failures 
and disimprovements:    1.You removed the #6 bus run 
which was heavily used by many in the neighborhood. 
The #16 is not convenient to many.  2. There are greatly 
increased numbers of cars and traffic in and through the 
neighborhood which makes it not such a nice place to 
live for pedestrians. We listen to car crashes all the time.  
3.We seem to have increasing crime lately, some of it 
serious ( armed invasion/break-in at an apt house nearby, 
an invasion rape in a home, break-ins to burglarize). 
The skatepark has drinking, drug use, and unbelievable 
graffiti, broken glass and tied up dogs digging holes 
in park grass. Nice!  4. The neighborhood has become 
increasingly noisy ( sirens, athletic field noises screaming 
until 10:45pm etc., SP&R sponsored events at Lower 
Woodland and in Woodland Park, drummers run out of 
Fremont now in Woodland Park). The skatepark again 
adds to the pleasant aspect here with noises like gun 
fights and building construction. Jan Drago, and her dim 
witted buddies on the Council and in the Parks Dept,  
should be forced to sit and listen to the din for 6 hours a 
day for a minimum of a week. Some amenity that is. They 
should be forced to stare at those charming Athletic field 
lights too.  5. We’ve lost two nice grocery stores with 1 
mile of my home; they haven’t been replaced. I now have 
to drive to go to a store other than QFC. Great planning 
for a once walkable area.  6. Overall, we have much more 
noise, traffic, crime, glaring lights, mega-houses, ugly 
multi family housing ( 6 packs), less decent shopping, 
less bus service, and less livability in general. We hope to 
move as far from Seattle as possible.
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The street scape for our 1100 block of N76th St has seen 
little change xcept for many remodeling upgrades.  We’ve 
seen a large increase in young children in recent years--at 
least 12 elementary school or younger at last count.  The 
children often gather in the front yards to play, and the 
traffic increase described below is dangerous for them.       
We’ve seen a large increase in non-resident traffic due to 
several reasons:  (1)  The City installed a left turn arrow 
allowing SB Aurora traffic to turn left onto N77th St.  In a 
public meeting held to discuss the proposal,  a large and 
nearly unanimous group from N76th & N77th opposed 
the signal because it would funnel additional traffic onto 
N77th St and through the alley connecting N77th to N76th 
and through the alley continuing to the PCC parking lot.  
We preferred that left turns just be prohibited and that 
the signal be moved to Winona Ave.  We also turned in a 
petition during the PCC permitting process asking that 
the alley connecting 76th to the PCC not be allowed.  
Business interests won out.  The signal was installed, 
and the alley remained open.   (2)  The PCC store and the 
Import Service Center attract substantial customer traffic 
through the alley from 77th to 76th.  PCC bound traffic 
often is diverted down 76th because of the hours long 
blockage of the alley by PCC delivery trucks.  (3)  PCC 
delivery trucks heavily use N76th and the alley to access 
the store, even though there are two access driveways 
from Winona and one from Aurora.  For a while there was 
a “No Left Turn” sign prohibiting right turns exiting the 
alley onto N76th.  That sign was knocked down and has 
not been replaced.  The delivery trucks ignored it anyway.  
(4)  Mechanics from the Import Service Center use 76th 
to test drive vehicles for repair.  Speeds are high, and the 
drivers likely don’t know whether the brakes are in good 
repair.  (5)  Cut through traffic for drivers avoiding the 
signals at Winona and at 77th are a constant problem.  
Speeds can be excessive, especially for eastbound 
vehicles.  They can make the non-right angle turn from 
Winona without even slowing down.

Albertsons and the former Jock and Jill site are now 
condos or apts. VitaMilk is a hole in the ground and 
has been too long. The park continues to be upgraded, 
i.e. new playground equipment. The library has been 
renovated (was that in the last 10 years?!)

more people are using the greenlake path    more are 
using Evan Pool/park department classes

Hasn’t changed too much.

Yes, a number of mixed-use projects have been built 
with varying aesthtic and economic success. First-floor 
retail, in particular, seems visually unattractive because 
of low ceiling heights. Design has been mediocre on 
many projects, like much of Seattle, too little effort or 
imagination is required of developers.

Many townhouses that don’t fit the character of the 1900 
bungalows.  Reduced parking so cars circle the block on 
sunny days. The grocery store, Albertson’s, within walking 
distance no longer exists.  In it’s place is a very non-
pedestrian friendly building of apts and retail shops that 
are mostly empty. I understand this architectural firm was 
not receptive to input from the Green Lake Community 
Council.   More restaurants.  Too many sports clothing 
stores. The condo’s and retail shops on Woodlawn behind 
Gregg’s Cycle are very pedestrian friendly. Same goes for 
the shops at E Green Lake Dr and Stroud Ave. It is a great 
place for people to meet.

Less neighborly.  Less elderly and families with kids, and 
more people whise freinds, interests and support are 
elsewhere.  So less social awareness of neighbors

Many more skinny townhouses have been built and very 
few were designed to fit the character of the existing 
houses (early 1900’s bungalows). In turn there is far less 
green space.  There is no longer an easily accessible 
supermarket since the Albertson’s was replaced by 
apartments and retail shops (most still empty). The 
building is very unappealing.  The one block long street in 
front of our house, just 1/2 block north of Green Lake Dr, 
is so busy as a shortcut that cars regularly wait at either 
end to get through. Parking on a sunny day is nearly 
impossible so guests must park several blocks away.      
The condo & retail building on Woodlawn across from 
Gregg’s Cycle is very street friendly and offers density. 
The redo of the building at Green Lake Dr and Stroud Ave 
is also very street friendly and a good place for people to 
meet outside.

Urban village and 80th AVe. N have both experienced 
considerable growth, mostly development of multifamily 
and mixed use buildings.    Several of our favorite 
restaurants and businesses have left...to make way 
for new development or due to rising rents.    Traffic 
has increased considerably.    GL Park and fields have 
improved. Traffic calming and signage are improved in 
some areas.

alot of condos have been built.
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The changes in lower Woodland have been positive 
for the community in general.    Markedly increased 
commercial and high-density residential development.    
Substitution of one eyesore (rundown Vitamilk Dairy) 
to another (massive undeveloped hole in the ground).    
Significant number of small single-family dwellings torn 
down and replaced by very large single-family dwellings 
that encompass as much of the lot as legally possible - 
this is not a positive change for the neighborhood.    The 
area has become progressively much more challenging 
for pedestrians than in the past, and I fear it will become 
worse as the population desity continues to increase 
in the area. There is a much greater volume of traffic 
in general around Green Lake, particularly apparent 
along Green Lake Way, where it is noticeably more 
difficult for pedestrians attempting to cross, in spite 
of the improvements; installing lights, such as at N.E. 
64th have helped, but only for those who live near that 
intersection; at other intersections, even those with 
marked crosswalks, it’s not unusual to wait 20-30 cars 
before someone chooses to stop for the pedestrian in 
the crosswalk.    Also related to pedestrian safety, cars 
are routinely parked in unmarked crosswalks, specifically 
at T intersections, for example along N. 65th west from 
Latona Ave. N.E. and along Latona south from N.E. 65th. 
These illegally parked cars create very unsafe conditions 
for pedestrians - not only is it difficult to safely cross 
because of the speed and volume of cars traveling these 
routes and the relative invisibility of pedestrians coming 
out from between cars, but the pedestrian must then also 
deal with the parked car blocking the crosswalk.    Cars 
are routinely parked too close to intersections, which 
limits visibility at intersections for both drivers and 
pedestrians, and thus leads to unsafe situations.    Parking 
in the are east of Green Lake and south of N. 65th is 
generally not a problem, unless one lives within a block or 
two of the lake on a day when the weather is nice or there 
is an event taking place at the lake. Parking in and around 
the commercial area east of the lake at Ravenna Blvd is 
very challenging.    Finally, on a positive note, many of 
the neighborhood areas still feel like neighborhood, even 
compared to 30-40 years ago.

Green Lake was cleaned up largely due to a proactive 
grassroots citizen committee.  Nothing to do with any 
plan of the city, which ignored the issue.

Cheaper grocery store was closed with plans for a more 
expensive one to replace it. Too many condos/apartments 
are taking over the neighborhood.

more building, more traffic - uncontrolled; big hole in 
ground where construction halted; proposed condos 
became rentals.

A lot of condo and town home development.  Lost the 
only major grocery in the area (Albertsons).  More bars 
and restaurants opened, which is a good thing.  Green 
Lake Park still well maintained.  Not a lot changed to the 
feel of the neighbourhood.

A lot more density.  In my area  we have lost single family 
homes that have been replaced by townhouses and right 
next door to us, a cottage/carriage house development.

More condos and apartments.  Lost Albertson’s in the 
core “urban village”

Multifamily building without sufficient parking has 
accelerated to the detriment to the of the quality of life 
here.

more rentals; more traffic; more traffic cutting through 
residential streets at high speed; more “active” sports 
facilities at Woodland Park and degradation of natural 
areas; loss of #6 bus; installation of pedestrian activated 
light at Greenlake Way and Clogston; loss of marked 
crosswalks at both 51st and 53rd at Greenlake Way.  much 
more litter and graffiti at Woodland Park - and in the 
neighborhood.

Traffic is worse (more cars, they go faster). Gregg’s Cycle 
Shop built a 2nd story addition which is really 3 stories 
high - it presents a blank face on East & North sides, 
which I find ugly.  I greatly miss a full-service grocery 
store within easy walking distance. Time schedules for 
METRO buses are not reliable; buses are frequently late. 
Pathways around the lake are much more crowded, 
especially on holidays and weekends.

Street cleanliness, traffic congestion, and icy sidewalks 
during winter months need to be addressed.  The I-5 
underpass - Weedin Place - needs to be cleaned.  Please 
put trash containers in the area so homeless folks can 
dispose of their trash and keep the sidewalks cleaner 
for neighbors on foot or on bikes.  The bike paths should 
be routinely cleaned for debris from cars.  It would nice 
for neighbors on foot or on bikes if folks in cars were 
encouraged to use parking facilities instead of clogging 
up the neighborhood intersections.  Ultimately I wish for 
a car free urban village area.
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We lost our grocery store (Albertsons), which was a 
significant loss to the neighborhood.  The Vitamilk 
property that was rezoned to address higher density has 
tried to sign a grocery tenant but has benn unable to.  The 
Albertsons location was replaced by a large apartment 
building that is over 80% vacant.  The lake itself has 
been treated with alum and monitored, and drainage 
improvements associated with new ballfields have 
rendered the water clearer & cleaner.

The concept of the Urban Village was developed and 
is being implemented. The Green Lake Park has seen 
upgrades and the quality of the water has been greatly 
improved but too much trash vegetation has been 
allowed to grow up and the view of the lake has been 
degraded. Some of the properties that have been sold 
have development plans on hold and are eyesores.  
Our one major gorcery store has been closed forcing 
the neighbors to go distances to shop.  Many eating 
establishments have come and are an asset to the area. 
Too many small lots have had their period houses razed 
and houses too big for the lot size have been allowed to 
be built. Families and people working lower paid jobs 
were priced out of the neighborhood as the housing 
prices went up faster than a lot of places in the city. The 
area now has many more single residents living alone. 
Too many and larger cars on the streets.

Greenlake Park has undergone several changes for the 
better. Some new shops/businesses have gone up in the 
“urban village” area...despite the lacking tenants. The 
lake has undergone several treatments which has helped 
the quality of water.

Many older, single family homes have been replaced 
with new condo or apartment buildings and, as a result, 
there are many more people and much more traffic and 
difficulty parking on the street.  The rush hour buses are 
packed.  We no longer have a neighborhood grocery 
store.  Visitors to the park can be noisy, inconsiderate and 
distracted while driving around looking for parking spaces 
etc.

Density has increased with a marked increase of vehicles 
competing for parking.  Metro service has not increase to 
handle the load especially in the E/W direction.

Seems to be increased usage of the park and much 
increased automobile traffic.  Loss of grocery.  More small 
businesses within short walking distance.  Appears to be 
more mixed use.

only lived here a few months so I haven’t noticed any 
changes

Green Lake has seen lots of new development in the 
Urban Village, but in the process, it has lost a major 
grocery store (Albertson’s).  Additional retail space is 
coming on-line, but the size of individual retail units is 
small and that forces neighborhood residents to leave the 
neighborhood for essential goods and services.      Density 
is on the increase.  Many new condos and apartments 
have been built in the Urban Village, not to mention 
additional higher-density residential construction in 
the form of townhomes throughout.    Tangletown has 
seen an increase of desirable and popular coffee houses, 
restaurants, and even a small neighborhood grocery 
store.  This development has lead to an increase in visitors 
from within and outside of the area.  It has also lead to 
an increase in traffic, particular along Meridian Ave. and 
the N 55th/56th corridor.  The increase in car traffic is 
of particular concern on N 55th, west of Meridian Ave. 
because the street is now used as a major corridor for 
pedestrian and skateboard traffic to Woodland Park’s 
track, fields, and skateboard park.    Crime, mostly 
property, has been on the increase.  In the past 5 years, 
several of my neighbors homes have been burglarized, 
and many neighborhood vehicles have been burglarized, 
vandalized, or stolen.  At my home, our vehicles have 
been the subject of theft on 3 occasions in less than 5 
years:  1) items stolen from inside the car on the same 
evening as the car next door; 2) all wheels removed and 
stolen (along with some damage to the car’s body); and 
3) an entire vehicle stolen (and recovered 2 months later 
on the other side of the Lake, abandoned in an alley).  
However, some violent crime has recently occurred in the 
neighborhood that is of exceptional concern, including 
at least 2 home invasions (one involving a well-publicized 
sexual assault, the other involving assault with a weapon 
and theft).

Density has increased with mother-in-law apts and 
townhomes. Parking has become more difficult. Traffic 
is worse and is a limiting factor in getting places. Useful 
businesses such as a drugstore, hardware store (Chubby 
& Tubby), grocery stores, copy store, beauty shop and 
jewelry store are gone. Restaurants have increased in 
number. The zoo charges admission, and is now quite 
high. The public bathroom near Baskin Robbins is gone. 
The handicapped bathroom at the Community Center 
is closed on Sundays. On the plus side, the Green Lake 
Library is now open on Sunday afternoons.
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It has become more dense and parking has become far 
too difficult.

Green Lake is more congested and busier than 10 years 
ago, but also more vibrant and more diverse.  The streets 
around the Park are much more congested and parking 
is more difficult.  There are fewer birds in the Park and 
many more dogs, as well as people.

N/A - purchased a home in the Green Lake neighborhood 
13 months ago

There are many more families with young children.  
When I moved to this block there were 2 children under 
ten years of age on the street- now there are over 15.  
Typically, when older residents move away, their houses 
are bought by young couples with children or with plans 
for children.  Population increase in the area (not just 
Green Lake) has resulted in more traffic and this has 
increased parents concerns  over the safety of their 
children.  There is a definite tension between keeping 
traffic running smoothly and maintaining (or increasing) 
public safety.  Many on our block feel that pedestrian 
safety is an important issue deserving attention.

Not noticeably

The main change I have seen is the attempt to develop 
the neighborhood.  However, in the last year there 
have been several failed or delayed projects (leaving 
large holes in the ground).  Many homeowners have 
completely renovated older homes, raising the quality 
of housing and prices of homes in the neighborhood.  
I have noticed the increase of rents in the Greenlake 
neighborhood as well.

A lot more condos and townhomes have popped up 
all over the place (along with a fair amount of empty 
commercial space). The Albertsons is gone and the big 
hole on the old Vitamilk property is still there. Greggs 
has expanded and the park has been updated by the 
community center.

More high density housing

Additional condos and apartments

Seen more condominiums come up, not sure if that was 
part of the plan or not, but that has been the biggest 
change here.

Continuous improvements to Green Lake park and the 
lake itself.  A few years back the lake was not pleasant to 
swim in but today it’s filled with water activity.  Increased 
building of apartments and condominiums, although this 
building has slowed significantly in the last 12-18 months.  
New restaurants and bars.  Removal of the grocery store 
(Albertsons) on the Northeast end of the lake without a 
substitute grocery location.

A lot of new townhomes have been built, which creates 
street parking issues.

Gradually, there seems to be more businesses in 
Tangletown and in the urban village. A lot of older homes 
were torn down and new, very large homes, were built--
which has changed the look of the neighborhood pretty 
significantly.

The project at the former Albertson’s site has been 
completed adding a large number of bedrooms to the 
community.

The area has been improving for the better and the park 
and the public streets have been maintained well.

More bigger houses have been built, and of course the 
improvements made as part of this plan.

Sadly, it’s kind of gone downhill:    It’s dirtier and 
dramatically louder, largely due to window-rattling 
boom-car stereos that now frequent Green Lake Way 
as a shortcut loop to and from Aurora, loud enough to 
wake one from a dead sleep and audible from several 
blocks away. Traffic also moves WAY too fast for a street 
supposedly shared with bikes.     Many of the crosswalks 
to the park have been removed, and Lower Woodland 
has become an eyesore of motley fencing, dirty plastic, 
cement, graffiti and light poles -- anything but nature.      
Huge construction pits have sat abandoned for years, 
and the condos that do get built are largely empty, with 
“mixed use” space that no local small business could 
ever afford. The greedies cram monster megahouses 
onto lots meant for bungalows, leaving more modest 
neighbors huddled in permanent shadow. Neither trend 
seems like a promising direction.    On the upside, most 
of the residents are very friendly, the addition of the 
Meridian Market rocks, and an owl has moved into the 
neighborhood.
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traffic and parking congestion are hugely increased, 
Green Lake path traffic discourages us from using the 
park, increased numbers of transients in and around the 
park have resulted in several unpleasant encounters, 
many more children living in the neighborhood

Hugely increased traffic and parking issues

Our urban village has improved and continues to 
improve.  However, we would greatly benefit from more 
services, such as a grocery store.  Perhaps I did not notice 
when I first moved here (4 years ago) but car theft seems 
to be worse in the last few years.

Less safe, more traffic through the neighborhood.  More 
sirens throughout the night!

Increased apartment and condo development wihtout 
enough parking has caused a parking crisis in the area, 
especially on weekends.  But people have no choice 
but to have cars, as the 16 and the 316 are worse than 
standing room only anywhere south of 1st ave and 75th 
during morning rush hours from 6:45am - 8:45am.  If 
you can’t plan on a space on the bus to go to work, you 
can’t get rid of your car...  We lost our grocery store and 
the Vitamilk project with grocery was a victim of the 
recession and  put on hold, but that is hopefully not 
permanent.  On the northeast side of the lake, we really 
are in a fix with no grocery - once again, we can’t get 
rid of our cars.  Car prowling is up - many of us count on 
being prowled at least once a year.

Vast population increase, increase in tagging/vandalism, 
increase in fast traffic cutting through the neighborhood, 
increase in crime

Much more density. Change in businesses to more 
upscale - catering to higher income people. No grocery 
store.

We have developed our Urban Village.  We have exceeded 
our housing density and low-income housing.  Our safety 
has improved.  Green Lake park has improved.  Our 
library has been updated.

The ballfield is currently having its dirt replaced with 
astroturf which will cut down on runoff into the lake and 
I’ve been to Sustainable Green Lake meetings and heard 
of all their plans (rain garden, street mural, etc)

There has been an improvement in housing stock, with 
renovation of older homes and tear down and building of 
newer-lots of townhouses as well. Business district has 
lost it’s grocery store (Albertson’s) which makes shopping 
for basics more traffic intensive.

Yes, more high end homes being built. Older homes torn 
down or remodeled

There have definitely been noticeable improvements 
(parks, playfields, traffic signs, etc.), but the development 
has also been high.  That is fine when the residential sites 
or increased business sites are occupied, but feels empty 
and overdone when they remain empty and when huge 
holes are left unfinished (Vitamilk area).

The biggest change is the addition of very large, 
monolithic multi-family housing structures in “the 
village”, and the loss of the only full-service grocery 
store.  The new, very large buildings did not provide the 
improvements in pedestrian experience that was the 
top priority in the 2020 plan.  Large, straight walls meet 
the sidewalk with little or no setback.  The first building 
(by Connor) provides some additional public space and 
greenery, but the Tramell-Crowe property (Circa) does 
not. Circa is 200+ apartments, all studios and 1-bedroom 
units.  They are not “affordable” b/c of their proximity 
to the amenity of the Park.  A similar construction 
is underway on Aurora and 73rd, at the north end of 
Green Lake Park (built to the narrow sidewalk, upper 
story balconies overhang the sidewalk). Green Lake is a 
“destination” neighborhood b/c of the Park. The Park is 
more crowded and the crowds more ethnically diverse, 
especially on weekends.  I don’t think anyone objects to 
this.  Parking is more difficult, but since I walk to places 
in the neighborhood, its not an issue, but there is little 
evidence the City has worked in Green Lake to improve 
pedestrian safety or to make the area more enjoyable 
for walking, eg. wider sidewalks, more street trees, 
pedestrian “bulbs”.  There are more bicyclists using the 
streets because of the newly painted bike lanes.  There 
are more drunks passed out in the Park b/c of the liquor 
restriction zone in the U. District.  So far, its only 2-3 at a 
time.

Yes.  Parking is terrible.
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I like that there is an effort to increase the business district area, but a lot of the 
commercial space remains empty. The big hole by Gregg’s is a terrible eyesore. 
Public transportation is great during the hours the express busses run, but 
terrible otherwise.

It is nice to see small businesses encoraged and able to rent space and do 
business around the lake

Aurora Ave is great for public and private transport.  More buses with varied 
routes would be good as buses are always full during the commute.

I think it’s the best park in the city.

i feel safe in the neighborhood

Both Seattle Public Libraries in the neighborhood were remodeled.

I love the park improvements and library renovations.

the park seems to be well taken care off

Highway 99 and the Viaduct are a critical transportation route for us with 
family in West Seattle and on Bainbridge Island, and for trips to the airport. It is 
ridiculous to narrow it into a four lane tunnel and limit access downtown.

The park is a treasure, and is well tended.  Thank you!   The neighborhood 
still feels safe, though the car prowls threaten that sense of security... seems 
like there’s broken glass on a sidewalk daily, from a break-in the night before.  
Graffiti ebbs and flows.  Our neighborhood is very well served by Metro.

other things respondents 
are pleased about:

• a close and watchful group of 
neighbors
• some work has been done on the 
natural areas of Woodland Park
• nice family neighborhood
• These groupings are not helpful. 
Buildings, new and existing?  
People usually purchase a home 
in an area they like, it is the 
unanticipated changes after their 
purchase that they find upsetting.
• skatepark, area for bike riding, and 
ballfield improvements
• Crosswalks added
• not pleased
• none
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New buildings and retail close to Gregg’s Greenlake and 
the new buildings in the old Albertson’s lot are nice and 
an improvement to the area. I also very much appreciate 
the Green Lake Council in constantly improving and 
maintaining the park.

would like to see more and more active youth and teen 
programs at the community center and library

Tangletown has developed into an excellent, 
appropriately-sized and perfectly-in-character 
neighborhood nexus.

The park and the lake continue to get better.

The parks look great...!

A certain vitality in the business core.  Vita Milk, a mistake 
in the first place locationally, not missed. Ther park and 
library endure.

I enjoy my neighbors and being able to walk to the park, 
stores and restaurants.

Improvements at Green Lake park have been very 
positive and have helped accommodate the increased 
number of visitors.

Greenlake is the best park in Seattle! And our library 
is great, too. The 242 gets me to Microsoft, making 
Greenlake one of the only neighborhoods with a direct 
city bus to the main Microsoft campus.

More services around lake helps existing services not to 
be so busy

significant work was done this past year to remove non-
native invasive plants and stabilize the steep slope above 
the bmx mounds.  there also seem to be many fewer 
bunnies - but I hear that there were coyote sightings so, 
perhaps, the parks dept doesn’t get credit for that....

the bus service is great.

Our library is amazing!

The existing neighborhood still facilitates interaction and 
retains a lot of original charm, and it would be great to 
work with that as much as possible. Also, the narrow side 
streets are a bonus in keeping traffic reasonable.

Maintenance of the park is excellent.  Renovation of the 
library was well done.  It is good to see the park being 
used by such a variety of people.

Green Lake is a genuinely nice neighborhood, if you 
can afford to live here.  I would love to see more transit 
service, but we are already well served and other 
neighborhoods need more.

The library is a great resource, close to home.

The park has been maintained well.

Where is the pedestrian experience in your list.  This was 
the first priority in Green Lake’s (visionary) 2020 plan.  The 
Bagley school has greatly improved through the efforts 
of several parents and that has attracted families with 
professional salaries to the northwest quadrant of the 
Lake where there are small single-family homes with 
small yards.  We see more children than we did 10 years 
ago, walking to public school.

Large houses nearly filling lots is not a positive 
aspect of the neighborhood. Improvements to lower 
Woodland are a positive. The urban center concept 
with higher population density is a positive, BUT only if 
transportation improvements  happen concurrently.

I love the walking/running paths around Greenlake and 
Woodland Park.

Safety has slid somewhat although not as much as would 
be  expected.  The park development from my point of 
view  has been a disaster.

There’s a lot to love about GL Park.   Friends of Green 
Lake have been instrumental in keeping the park a 
wonderful place for wildlife and people.

I am very impressed with the express bus service provided 
by Metro for the neighborhood.  The park is extremely 
well maintained for the amount of use it receives.

I enjoy having the many walkable businesses in the area, 
although the impacts from others driving to them are a 
problem.

Green Lake Park is a great asset to the community.

Love the walkability of Greenlake area, parks and park 
improvements.
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would like to see more and more active programs for 
youth/teens at community center, would like to see more 
emphasis on transportation, parking, and pedestrian 
safety for West side of lake, looking forward to improved 
bus shelters in area of Aurora and 77th

Motorcycles are very noisy for those of us who live 
here. I wish they had to use mufflers as cars do. I like the 
proximity of the library, restaurants, small shops.

The major draw - greenlake - continues to be a great 
place

Library and park improvements are great.

I am glad the library is so near but it is also way too 
loud.  I make only very brief visits because the noise is 
overpowering.

Stay the course of the original plan.    I think they hit it out 
of the park, mid income single family housing, centered 
around the lake. With small buisness districts and 
preserving buildings that are part of Green Lake’s history.

Appreciate all the efforts to improve the quality 
of the water in Green Lake.  Am optimistic about 
new businesses going in as a result of mixed-used 
developments.

We moved here to have options within walking distance, 
so being near Green Lake, PCC, and the Greenwood 
Library has been nice.

Love Greenlake park though the bathrooms leave 
something to be desired (but they are better than Golden 
Gardens).  The business areas have always been nice and 
are even more so now.

Happy to see more Crosswalks along Green Lake Way.  
Happy to see the traffic slowing down through 55th an 
56th Street from Latona to Meridian.

New buildings both commercial and multi-family do not 
provide enough parking, and parking overflows to small 
neighborhood streets.

I love how close I live to the lake. I am so blessed to be 
able to walk out my door and enjoy the expansive green 
space. It would be nice if there were lights around the 
path because it does tend to be a safety issue later at 
night. Multiple times I have seen men chasing down 
young men who had broken into their cars. This just isn’t 
right.

P&R is a great and necessary feature.  Most of the nearby 
parks are well maintained and great to visit.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• Empty holes and commerical space
• overhead power lines
• Street parking
• The VitaMilk “big dig”
• lack of affordable grocery store
• Parking and traffic on residential streets
• Disregard for green space; absence of/loss of street trees and 
large trees in residential areas.
• crime and traffic
• traffic throught residential streets
• pedestrian safety, parking
• Parking problems
• Light rail
• The giant pit near Greg’s Cycles that has been there forever. The 
city needs to buy the land and make it an open public space.
• parking
• new skateboard park

• sidewalks, trees (lack of) along 99
• Parking enforcement
• Please, no more absetee-developer condos!
• parking can be difficult
• too car centric
• Limited Parking
• Allowing developers to leave big open dangerous areas.
• Gaping hole at former VitaMilk site
• traffic on arterials, poor design review of new buildings
• too large an increase in density, especially low-income
• inadeqaute parking for Green Lake visitors, spills into the 
neighborhoods with almost no parking enforcement unless 
residents call to complain.
• Street Parking, too many cars on the streets
• Neighborhood “charm” changing to urban “coldness”

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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I like that there is an effort to increase the business district area, but a lot of the commercial space remains empty. The 
big hole by Gregg’s is a terrible eyesore. Public transportation is great during the hours the express busses run, but 
terrible otherwise.

The townhouses are not pedestrian friendly.  You want past rows of garage doors.  Does not contribute to local 
neighborliness.

It still doesn’t seem very easy to catch a bus or any doorect line to the lake. The should be an increase and park space 
everywhere and an increas in the bike/walk paths size and distance. On a sunny day it becomes very crowded on the 
path around the lake.
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Would really make the neighborhood look better if there 
weren’t power and cable lines everywhere.  Aurora Ave 
remains an eyesore and still an unattractive and dangerous 
place to be.

New townhomes need garages that will actually fit a car-
that way street parking is not crowded.

Needs a grocery store.  Some of the apartment owners do 
not keep up their properties.

there is a 5 way stop on 73rd & Linden and using your car to 
cross the street is scary b/c of speeding car and parked cars 
blocking your way.

there is an increasing problem with vagrants. Have not 
been impressed with the quickness with which the police 
respond to requests.

Don’t pleased with the new skate park in Lower Woodland 
Park. A park should be green, not concrete. I am not too 
pleased about the resurfacing of the soccer fields. The bus 
that stopped on my corner was eliminated. I think it was 
the #32. I don’t feel as safe as I did 13 years ago. There have 
been more break ins (cars and homes) and a rape a few 
blocks away.

Theft & vandalism on my street has been a problem. I’ve 
had solar lights stolen and a GPS stolen from my vehicle 
(after they broke a window) and words scratched into the 
paint of my car...just to name a few instances.

Transportation on Aurora could be improved and 
streamlined.  There never seem to be enough buses during 
the rush hour commuting times in the morning and evening 
from work downtown.  The mix of businesses could be 
more diversified and include a grocery store.  Although the 
restaurants are good.

major developments gone bad, petty crime seems more 
intense

Not enough parks. Green Lake is overused and 
overcrowded and cannot meet the needs of future growth. 
The City needs another beautiful 3 mile walking path. As for 
traffic, Green Lake streets are clogged in the afternoon with 
commuters as well as park users.

The 26 and 44 buses are too crowded. We could increase 
the route on that.

I’m supportive of plans to increase urban density, but 
don’t think it’s being done well in our neighborhood.  
Buildings are often unattractive and seem shodily built... 
and we’re loosing many of the few trees and green spaces 
we have!  Street parking is increasingly difficult in the 
residential areas proximate to the lake.  Much of the retail 
at the north end of the lake is specialty retail (athletic 
gear, etc.) -- sure could use a grocery, drug store, even a 
theater?

Ravenna Blvd from I-5 underpass east to about Roosevelt 
is a bumpy, flooded and very bad street to drive on.    We 
used to have a bulky garbage pickup once a year, or a 
free pass to the dump. I miss that!    I don’t drive to the 
places with pay parking for breakfast or lunch.  Maybe I’m 
cheap, but unless it’s summer and I walk there, I won’t go!

Green Lake is not really a neighborhood because it 
is overwhelmed by people from other areas coming 
to use the Park and other facilities, such as the Evans 
Pool, in part b/c of proximity to I-5 exit.  None the 
less, GL seems to be very low in the pecking order for 
improvements to the Community Center, the Bath 
House (at West Green Lake), beach monitoring, etc.  We 
have been overwhelmed with large multi-unit housing 
developments that are out of scale and style from the 
previous village.

Ponderous, counterproductive, prohibitive and excessive 
building development regulations at any level, residential 
through commercial. Lip service to improvements 
easing reasonable improvements - the city has a captive 
audience, tax them to the max to develop their own 
property.

Under I-5 (Weeden) continues to be an eye sore of trashy 
vans, buses and motorhomes. I don’t feel comfortable 
walking underneath it. We have had many break-in’s on 
5th Ave NE, and I believe they are linked to this area in 
the neighborhood. With some new updates to 5th Ave 
(adding bike lanes) the traffic lanes are now smaller and 
closer to the buildings. The parking area along the East 
and West sides are extremely small, and cars move along 
this street very fast. I have also heard of many petitions to 
put in a light at the top part of 5th Ave. This 4-way stop is 
extremely dangerous, for it is now becoming 2 lanes each 
way. I am also very disappointed in the large hole that 
once was Vitamilk. I put up with the loud noise from the 
dumptrucks in anticipation for a new grocery store and 
businesses.

Aurora Ave is not a very pedestrian friendly area.
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I live on 63rd street on the west side of greenlake, many 
cars use my street as a pass through to ballard.  My 
neighbors with small children are very worried about 
safety as I am when I cross the street or get into or out of 
my car.  We have installed traffic circles which do nothing 
to slow cars down or decrease traffic.  I would like to 
see the street made one-way or blocked at one end to 
prevent so much traffic through the neighborhood.  It is 
noisy and unsafe.

We do need to replace or renovate the Community Center

Car traffic has greatly increased in the area, and 
uncompleted appartment development (the big ugly 
“hole” in the Green Lake business center and the 
“orange” apartment building at N. 72nd and Aurora Ave. 
N) are real eyesores

In the past 10 years, Lower Woodland Park has been 
transformed into an overstuffed nightmare of concrete, 
chain-link fencing, more chain-link fencing, plastic 
sheeting and (soon) plastic grass. What was once a 
charming neighborhood asset has been abused by its 
supposed stewards, project-by-project, to the point 
where it’s become a neighborhood blight. It’s really no 
longer a “park” at all.     Pedestrian safety has actually 
regressed with the removal of two key crosswalks across 
Green Lake Way N. adjacent to Lower Woodland “Park.”     
Development, while to be expected, has taken a literally 
ugly turn. The Circa building on the old Albertson’s site 
in particular is aesthetically appalling and aggressively 
contrary to the character of the neighborhood. It’s very 
existence calls the credibility of a neighborhood “plan” 
into question, because what “plan” would have allowed 
such a tragic use of such a valuable space?    Some 
McMansions and oversized “Architectural Vanity Homes” 
have cropped up amongst the early 1900s houses in the 
neighborhood, though they are not yet epidemic.

Parking is becomming brutal and it seems those in power 
want to make it worse.  We are very tired of governement 
officials and employees treating Ref Lindmark as “Mr. 
Green Lake” and thinking he speaks for the community.  
HE DOES NOT!

I do not like logging in the parks. Some old trees were 
cut arguing safety but important bold headed eagle trees 
were eliminated near Duck Island. Logging should come 
to public comment before proceeding with any plans such 
as that. It would be great if we (the people) were given 
that chance.

Many building disrupt the look and feel of the 
neighborhood.  Bus transportation to many places is far 
too inconvienient.  Small local fixtures are being replaced 
with businesses with less roots to the neighborhood.

The L-4 zoning a big mistake, since new development has 
been to L-1 standards as Council was told would happen-
-townhouses only. Lack of proposed development at Vita 
Milk site a disappointment.  Incremental development 
in heart of village core without controls (Billing’s school 
expansion, e.g.) and out of synch with neighborhood 
plan.

Skinny, ugly townhouses have high turnover of residents 
so are not neighborhood friendly. More families have 
disappeared from the neighborhood.

Summer weekend visitors and the heavy traffic.

Very little lower income housing.  Skinny, out of character 
townhouses. Less open space.  Lack of a supermarket 
that I can walk to.

Our street has had two car thefts (GPS units) in the past 
year. I’m also disappointed that the light rail station isn’t 
going right where the current park and ride is, since it 
makes the walk from our house (and that whole side of 
I-5) 5 minutes longer.

traffic lights needed; bikers and motorists fail to yield 
right-of-way, take turns, etc.  Bikers on sidewalks and 
streets and in park with no concern for others.

tagging by skateboarder

Homes being built are not to scale with the 
neighborhood, “box-style” homes don’t fit with the 
character of the older homes

Woodland Park has been privatized with fenced and 
locked fields and degraded by blinding lights, concrete, 
asphalt, astroturf, graffiti, and litter (including broken 
bottles, excrement smeared tissues, and cigarette butts).  
Very little effort has been made in the 30 years I’ve lived 
here to address “social” trails made mostly by bikers but 
contributed to by people like me who can no longer tell 
what’s a legitimate trail and what isn’t.  Even the parks 
dept employees drive their trucks over the (once) grassy 
areas creating deep ruts and compacting tree roots.
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The giant pit near Greg’s Cycles that has been there 
forever. The city needs to buy the land and make it an 
open public space. Bus service should be a priority, along 
with light rail.

More cars moving along main arterials and side 
streets.  Skate board park in Lower Woodland very 
environmentally unfriendly, pouring all that concrete vs. 
improving green open spaces.

much of the housing being build is ugly. The public 
facilities are crowded. I would prefer to see even more 
metered parking to increase turnover, encourage 
residents to live with fewer cars, and discourage the “hide 
and ride” commuters.

Has attracted a substantial amount of graffiti and rubbish 
to a previously quiet, tidy area.

It is continually dissatisfying scene with hookers on 
Aurora.  Although it’s further north, the attempt of the 
school district to override the community’s desire to 
maintain the stand of trees at Ingraham high school 
affects everyone in the city.  There are regulations in place 
to maintain a sufficient tree cover to maintain the health 
of the city.

The “vision” description for the city’s neighborhood 
plan is well written. I would very much like to see “new 
buildings enhance the scale and character of existing 
structures constructed in the early 1900s.”     One of 
the areas I am most concerned about is that the new 
homes (town homes) do NOT enhance the character 
of Green Lake. Building codes need to be created that 
require developers to replicate the style of other homes 
in the area. The towering, cold, modern look of recently 
built town homes take away from the charm of this 
historic neighborhood.     My second concern is the 
safety of pedestrians. There needs to be a stop light at 
the intersection of Green Lake Dr. N, E Green Lake Way, 
NE Ravenna Blvd, and NE 71st St.  It is an extremely 
dangerous intersection for drivers, joggers, and parent’s 
with small children.

Buildings along 99 between 72nd and 80th (or even 
further) are set too close to the road, with sidewalks that 
are too narrow.  It would be nice to have something along 
this stretch similar to what has been done between 123rd 
and 127th on Lakecity Way NE.

parking enforcmement is attrocious. people park at the 
very corners of streets making us have to move to the 
center of a street to see oncoming traffic - this makes 
it dangerous for drivers and people on bikes.  Buses 
basically only go downtown and the transfers from there 
make a commute to work about an hour versus 15-20 
minutes by car

Too many apartments and condos are being squeezed 
into the area.  Parking is difficult- can’t even  park in front 
of my own house many times.  Parks are being developed 
to accomodate sports organizations and quiet green 
space is not valued.

Our urban village needs to attrach more businesses (such 
as a grocery store, a deli, more restaurants, etc)

Three home invasions within 3 blocks this year! No one 
seems to recall anything like that ever happening before.    
Also, the “6 monolith inward-facing homes on a single 
large lot” is an awful, slum-of-the-future zoning idea. One 
has been in the neighborhood for a couple of years now, 
and no one’s ever met a single soul who lives there.

This seems to be related to increased usage.

I think the neighborhood could use a jolt of reality.  Our 
streets are kind of a mess and parking is abundant.  This 
should be a permitted parking area with the proceeds 
going towards improving pedestrian, biccyle and transit 
access while simultaneously getting the roads repaired.

More people should be encouraged to take public 
transportation.

Developers should be required to maintain properties 
under development so the property is not an eye-sore 
inviting graffiti.

I am hoping to get additional businesses and retail 
including a grocery store.

There seems to be a lot of crime lately (though less than 
in other neighborhoods) and I always read about people 
being scared to be out in the park at night.
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The scale of new construction is very different from what 
was here 10 years ago, and of a different character.  It 
has changed the ambiance of Green Lake village from 
established families and small businesses (primarily, we 
did suffer with Vita-milk) to high spending singles with 
no commitment to the ‘hood.  They will go elsewhere 
when they start families.  Our Community Center is an 
embarrassment, but is highly used b/c of proximity to I-5 
and the pool.  The Bath House (and theater) on the west 
side of the Lake desperately needs upgrading.  GLCC 
petitioned for upgrades to the Bath House to be included 
in the most recent pro-Parks levy, but did not get so much 
as a reply from the citizen committee that developed the 
legislation.

Transportation improvements must precede or occur 
concurrently with increases in population density and use 
of the area - such improvements have not taken place, so 
transportation issues are a real and increasing problem. 
Public transportation has not changed noticeably in 
the time we’ve lived in the area; nevertheless, options 
are pretty good. Safety has decrease with the growth 
and greater use of the area. The Community Center is in 
serious need of a major overhaul.

There are not enough transportation options from 
Greenlake, especially in the evenings.  The express buses 
stop serving downtown at 6pm and then the only option 
is to take a 45-60 minute bus ride home.

The apartment and condo development is way overdone.  
The lower woodland park is no longer available to the 
average  neighbor who is not a paying member of a 
soccer or ball club.

See previous comments on changes to neighborhood.

Housing in Green Lake seems less than “affordable”  
There are few options below the $300,000.00 range.

The PCC is a convenience for us, but it also creates a large 
negative presence.  See my previous comments regarding 
traffic impacts.

Safety and transportation are important issues.  I would 
like to see a greater emphasis on pedestrian safety.  I 
expect traffic to move fast on a main thoroughfare like 
Aurora, but more attention should be put on calming 
traffic on feeder streets such as Winona. i.e., make it 
more pedestrian friendly.

merging onto Winona from either Stone or 76th street 
(doesn’t matter which direction you’re trying to go) is 
becoming increasingly dangerous. people who live on this 
stretch of the lake have few options...

There has been an increase in crime.  Recently there was 
a rape, an armed robbery and drug dealing.  Used to 
never see more than car prowls.

Level of traffic on East Green Lake Dr N. and the 
conversion of Stroud Ave into an arterial by use of the left 
turn lane.  This backs traffic up on the E Green Lake Dr. N 
at the Wallingford Light.  City should rethink the traffic 
flow, also streets leading up to 80th have a hard time 
getting into the traffic flow as the traffic on 80th is so 
heavy, especially at peak traffic hours.  Signals might be 
added to give more breaks.

transients are an increasing problem in our area, open 
drinking and drug use at the lake and in nearby alleys 
and yards are problems, parking is increasingly an issue, 
the 358 bus is constantly packed to standing room only 
and does not feel safe to ride, pedestrian and bike safety 
is a huge issue with more cars and more parked cars 
(reducing visibility)

Seems to be quite a few buildings that have stopped in 
the middle of building.  Example - on Aurora across from 
Greenlake.  Eye sore.

Housing is too expensive for many citizens. Increased 
cars & motorcycles on streets jeopardizes my safety in 
walking.  Gregg’s building addition is too big and too ugly.

See earlier comments.     1.Useful business space has been 
eliminated in favor of small boutique spaces that do not 
create jobs or provide real retail options for daily/weekly 
needs (grocery, restaurants, etc.)    2. Housing density has 
increased but the buildings have been terribly designed, 
poorly made cookie-cutter townhouses all around the 
lake- especially on the north end. There also appears to 
be no real plan to deal with all the needed access onto the 
major east-west arterials.

Businesses have left and there are too many empty 
storefronts in old and new buildings.

Ugly new condos/townhouses
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We need a grocery store.  Albertsons was a dump and I 
wouldn’t shop there, but we heard rumors that the big 
hole in the ground on Woodlawn was going to be a store.  
New building by Spud is very, very ugly.  I attended the 
UW and tried to go by bus.  Dismal record for on time 
arrival.

Transportation needs work! Before more housing density 
changes are made,outside the Urban Village.   No tract 
building or blocks of overcrowded multi-family homes.   
No more square 4 & 5 story eye-sores.

I would like to see more wheelchair/stroller friendly curbs 
in the neighborhood.

Parking limitations are troubling, as Seattle has reduced 
parking requirements in an effort to get people out of 
their cars.  There is no light rail that comes directly to 
Green Lake.  Also, with respect to the business district, I 
am dissatisfied that we have been without a grocery store 
for over three years.

see my first entry

I’m pleased that several of the businesses on Aurora have 
painted their buildings and are cleaning up the area. 
I’d like to see that continue. I’d love to see the light at 
77th and Aurora be more responsive to pedestrians and 
cyclists (a wait of 1.5-3 minutes is really long when you’re 
on foot). I’d also like to see a reduction in graffiti and car 
prowlers.

Per my previous comment, crime at both the park and in 
the neighborhood (break ins, gang fights) has increased 
significantly.    There are not enough buses to the area.  I 
am in Tangletown area and my only downtown option is 
the 16 local which takes over an hour with all the stops it 
makes on the way downtown.

Key intersections are at or near Level E or Level F, 
especially the five-way by Starbucks. What thinking 
is being done by the city to make that safer when it’s 
designated as part of the Urban Village?

Sad to see an increase of garbage accumulating in Green 
Lake Park, especially drug needles around the stadium 
area (aqua barn).  I wish the traffic could be prevented 
from diverting through the neighborhood surrounding 
50th Street and 55th Street.  Specifically, cars speed up 
55th from Green Lake Way to Meridian to avoid the 50th 
Street and Green Lake Way intersection.

I am tired of the focus being against cars.  Buses do not 
take people where they want to go except for work.  In 
the 1960’s there was a circular bus route to Ballard and 
the U-District that ran all day, and was very convenient 
for running errands.  My older neighbors tell me it was so 
convenient they didn’t need a second car.  Buses today, 
even after all the zillions of dollars do not run routes that 
work for errands and shopping.

Overbuilt Greenlake town area. Condos block the light. 
Not an inviting area.

The new Circa apartments seem so out of place. I am 
grateful for the development of new, small businesses, 
but the apartments above are just so unsightly. 
Additionally, I love living in Green Lake, but the prices of 
condos, townhomes, or houses are too much for me to 
ever realistically live here as a property owner.

I would love to utilize public transportation more, but the 
Green Lake Park and Ride does not offer enough options. 
If the bus is full I end up waiting at least 30 minutes for the 
next one. This is just not possible for my work schedule. It 
seems that it might be better to drive north just to take a 
bus into the city. That just doesn’t seem right. I should not 
have to drive away from my destination to take the bus.

There is a massive transient population living underneath 
I-5 which I know is not a secret.  I have been verbally 
assaulted and harassed numerous times walking by 
myself and often don’t feel safe running errands alone 
after dark.

That I am required to walk my dog arund the lake with a 
leash on!

The library doesn’t feel very extensive.

ugh, hate Circa, hate The Big Hole.

Very dissatisfied that there is no grocery store in the 
urban village of Greenlake. The two nearest grocery 
stores (Whole Foods and PCC) are prohibitively 
expensive, so I need to walk on terrible sidewalks to the 
Safeway in Roosevelt.
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I am discouraged at the liveabity of the entire 
City of Seattle.  It is getting lower and lower all 
the time.

See previous comments.  We visioned a 
pedestrian friendly village with wide sidewalks, 
street cafes, and street greenery in a community 
centered on a beautiful public park that is used by 
people from all parts of Seattle and even beyond.  
We’ve gotten garish paint on the pedestals for I-5 
and not much else, other than huge complexes 
of condominiums and apartments without any 
ameliorating amenities for the community.

Urban Village growth. 
Exceeding housing density. 
Green Lake park upgrades, Water quality. 
Library upgrades. 
Some traffic changes.

ball field and skate park improvements are 
fantastic, initial efforts and continued emphasis 
on pedestrian safety is good start, enhanced 
green spaces outside the park (Linden!) are great

The new light on 64th gives oncoming traffic 
from 64th a green light at the same time that 
it gives pedestrians a walk signal, even though 
they’re crossing the same street, which seems 
like a safety hazard and defeats the purpose of 
having a walk signal in the first place. There’s a 
sign telling drivers to yield to pedestrians, but 
that’s a poor mitigation. It would be better if they 
took turns (give walk signal only when button is 
pushed, and give green light afterward)

I feel that the infrastructure can not support the 
density that has been approved to be built.

Safety and park improvements are good.  
Transportation has room for improvement and 
more mixed retail space.  Plus an improvement to 
the Aurora would be fantastic.  I’ve heard theirs 
a project underway to improve between 67th & 
95th (or so).

In particular, I think the mass transit visions could 
use additional attention, along with the traffic 
mitigation measures taken on N 55th and N 56th 
streets to and from Tangletown.

The effort to create the urban village is there, the buildings are 
there, but the businesses just aren’t coming. The only business 
additions I’ve noticed are a yoga studio, a gelatto place, and a 
high end fitness center, none of which are very helpful in creating 
that “”urban village feel””. I’d love more restaurants and actual 
shops.

There could be more opportunities for working in the 
neighborhood.  Most neighborhood jobs are service or retail 
oriented.  Transportation mobility is very good but increased use 
creates some challenging pedestrian crossings for accessing the 
lake outside of the urban village area.  Within the urban village 
area vehicles move slowly enough due to congestion to provide 
easy access but beyond the park/lake is somewhat isolated by 
green lake way.  The intersection of green lake way and ravenna 
boulevard is also troubling and difficult to negotiate.  Right of 
way is difficult to establish and follow.  Perhaps a traffic signal or 
roundabout could alleviate some congestion and confusion.

Progress is being made, but it is still slight compared to the 
need.  And the areas outlined in the plan would benefit from and 
updating as well as a a rethinking of priorities.  I’m concerned 
that the plan does not anticipate future needs and trends in 
transportation and housing as well as it could.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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Development, while out of scale, has been confined to 
the urban village.  There have been a few improvements 
to pedestrian safety, but more are needed b/c so many 
people walk to the Park and the roads around the park 
are busy with cars, and there are many back-ups in the 
summer and at rush hour.  We need gathering places 
for those who actually live here, small pocket parks are 
needed.  The Community Center needs updating, as does 
the Bath House at West Lake.

There are too few useful businesses to be an urban 
village.

Still need to work on traffic/pedestrian safety and public 
transportation.

As described in the previous question.

I think they have done an excellent job in the Park/
Recreation department. I think they should consider the 
Safety portion more as well as Traffic.

Neighbors do not shovel the sidewalks making it difficult 
for other neighbors on foot or bike.  Developers have 
been allowed to demolish an entire block more than two 
years ago, leaving a huge hole in the ground that is an 
eye sore, invites graffiti, and does not hold the developer 
accountable to the neighbors.  Bike paths are not raised 
and garbage from cars, nails, screws, glass, and other 
debris collects in bike paths.  The city does not clean the 
underpass sidewalks for neighbors on foot or on bikes.

Woodland Park has been trashed by a toxic combination 
of neglect and the power of special interest groups.  
Note that special interest groups (adult sports leagues, 
skateboarders, bmx, etc.) do nothing to support the park 
or the community and, therefore, do not support the 
neighborhood plan. 
Biking is reasonably safe (compared to other areas of the 
city) EXCEPT for the extremely dangerous “”sharrow”” 
from 50th to 57th along four lane Greenlake Way.  This 
same stretch of Greenlake Way is also now MORE 
dangerous than it was before because the marked 
crosswalks have been removed and drivers feel even 
more entitled to ignore pedestrians trying to cross to the 
MAJOR park in the neighborhood. 
there’s less public transit - the #6 bus was eliminated

ambitions for housing unrealized because of economy; 
public transportation sufficient; traffic control insufficient; 
failure of city agencies to consult regarding changes in 
parking for cars and bikes.

Concentrating on fluffy feel good ideas at sacrifice of 
enabling infrastructure improvements.

I worked on the original plan and have been pleased to 
see so much of it implemented.

Street revisions for safety are helpful.  Improvements in 
the play fields is wonderful. Housing density is not more 
affordable for many income levels.

Improvement of streets for safety.  Improvement of 
playing fields.

Please, please, protect the remaining single-family 
zoning and ensure that there is a graduated height 
restriction that stairsteps toward I-5 reaching no more 
than six or seven stories tall. Higher than that, and the 
quality of the neighborhood will suffer with too much 
density.

See the comments above. The rezone of the Vita 
Milk property, an earlier anomoly and concession to 
expediency rather than planning, from Commercial 1 
to Neighborhood Commercial a positive move, but the 
incremental development in lieu of the Lorig.Van der 
Pole big plan is not being held to the neighborhood plan 
vision and not even to LU Code development standards. 
Expediency and private interest continue to rule, at the 
cost of a larger vision for the public interest.

We were ignored two different times when we tried to 
mitigate traffic impacts to our block.  I don’t expect a 
different result this time.  Hopefully you can surprise me!

The Trammel-Crow development was originally to 
be condo’s which were supported by the community 
because they would be homeowners but now they are 
apartments.  This is not what was intended in the urban 
village concept.

Haven’t seen the design guidelines.  I’m wondering about 
the brand new monster apartment complex that sits so 
close to the curb.

I love the dense Green Lake Residential Urban Village 
concept and what has been bulit so fa.  Changes to 
50th street traffic flow and Stone Way seem to be an 
improvement.  More needs to be done to take cars off 
residential streets as no child can ride bicycles around the 
Green Lake area, except on the very few no-car areas.

We lack reliable and freequent transit.



Q3: how well are your plan’s key vision and strategies being achieved?
552

greeN lake greeN lake

As noted, much of the new construction intended 
toward higher density has been unattractive and poorly 
done.  The retail hasn’t kept up, and traffic/parking are 
challenging.

1. Conserve places, buildings, character and qualities that 
make GL a memorable community.   In my opinion, the 
only thing that is working is the park.   
2. Improve ecological awareness & health.  A+  Cudos to 
Friends of Green Lake.  Green Lake community council 
gets absolutely no credit for this. 
3. Develop residential urban village.  not yet realized, I 
question whether we will have enough mix of high and 
low rents for a vibrant retail area. 
4. Significantly improve transit.  I believe it is the 
same now as in the early 90s when I moved to the 
neighborhood.  I lived on the east side of the lake for 7 
years and NW side for 12.  In my experience, transit is 
the same now as it was back then.  Metro on Aurora is 
supposed to run every 10 min. haven’t seen that yet...
Transit from 65th P&R is good. 
5. Make walking/biking safer.  This is better, thank 
goodness, due to significant increase in traffic. 
6. Provide moderate income affordable housing and 
provide social services that build a stronger community.  
The only ‘affordable’ housing that I am aware of are in all 
of the older small apartment buildings around the retail 
core.  Surely when property prices return, most will go 
away to new market price apartments/condos.  Do we 
have social services?

Increased congestion of the area with very little thought 
to how all of the new traffic was to be managed.  Focused 
all the energies and resources into one already congested 
area while leaving other areas completely empty of 
development, therefore compounding congestion in a 
very areas.

The park, business area, and community feel are better 
but the crime and transportation not so much.  As to the 
community feel, this is the first neighborhood in Seattle 
I have lived in where my neighbors actually say hello 
to me!  My previous residences were Queen Anne and 
Fremont.

Work appears to be happening on the athletic fields and 
other major areas in the plan.

lack of funding

In terms of green space, environmentally harmonious 
development, and pedestrian safety, we actually seem to 
be going in the wrong direction.
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As Seattle, and Green Lake, become more populous, 
more of us are walking. Again, the pedestrian friendly 
environment we envisioned, with structures that are 
interesting and human-scale has not happened.  The 
best example of what was wanted is the small business 
complex at the north end of the Lake, west of Wallingford 
Ave....an medium size building with a common area 
for outside dining, many street-level windows, wide 
sidewalks, street trees.  This was all constructed about 15 
years ago.

No changes in Transportation. 
Library needs air-conditioning. 
Rec-center needs new facilities. 
New design of Multi-Family homes with less lot coverage.

This is still a great location for increased density, 
excellent transportation, and outstanding neighborhood 
amenities.

whose priority does the question refer to?

The recession has affected the growth of the community.

All good  and still relevant priorities.

Part of the reason we chose to live at Green Lake is easy 
access into the city.  Please help to make this a reality.

I think transportation needs to be a more important 
priority as the density increases. I like taking the bus 
and helping the environment, but they are so packed 
and the non-express busses take so long, that its not 
always the most appealing. Also, the urban village could 
really use a good grocery store. Its great to have a more 
“”urban”” area but if people can’t get basic necessities 
like groceries, they still need to go elsewhere.

I like the vision, but I’m concerned that the key strategies 
don’t get to that vision either because they do not include 
much detail on what will happen on the ground to, for 
example, increase bicycle safety or reduce dependence 
on cars.  In my neighborhood, the greatest single concern 
seems to be pedestrian (in in particular, children) safety.

The new housing is small units in large buildings, 
not family friendly.  We need amenities that develop 
connections among people who live here, such as pea 
patches and pocket parks.   There are no new facilities for 
community gatherings, we still depend upon the library 
and the Hearthstone.  We no longer have a full-service 
grocery store, which is greatly missed.

Housing price targets are way off.

I would hope these issues are a priority, especially for the 
Urban Village area where the focus should be on cleaning 
up the sidewalks and bike paths, and making the area 
accessible for what Greenlake is all about - health, fitness, 
and family fun.

green spaces, transportation, mobility and safety, and 
community

I expected most development to be focused in the 
urban village. Now it looks like virtually any lot can be 
subdivided or redeveloped. Need to clarify what the land 
use requirements are...especially in SF residential areas 
outside the urban village.

Well, they are a priority for me, but not for the city.

Will be nice when the big open hole on the old Vita Milk 
site is built in, but I understand how economic strains can 
alter plans.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so
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I want our neighborhood to remain primarily single family 
with real open space- meaning green parks not sports 
fields with the glaring lights and astro turf.  City residents 
need respite from concrete and lights.

There have been several break-ins and other crimes (rape 
on 56th Street, home break in on Meridian 5400 block, 
increase in car thefts, especially around the Tangletown 
area).  What can be done to improve safety in these 
areas?  What can be done to improve the 50th St and 
Green Lake Way/Stone Way intersection to prevent cars 
from running through residential streets.  For my work, 
I walk to the Post Office daily form the Tangletown area 
and the speed of many motorists is unsafe, especially 
since I see most using cell phones (still). 
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Parking.  Parking.  Parking.

Trolleys on wheels that run the original trolley and rail line 
routes.

Maintaining the unique character of each neighborhood 
instead of trying to make rules that apply to all.  Helping 
neighborhoods achieve what they ask for.

Increasing diversity in the neighborhood.

Improving existing infrastructure

SMOOTHING THE TRAFFIC FLOW ALSO THE CITY 
SHOULD FIND WAYS TO PROVIDE MORE PARKING 
FOR THE PARK USERS.  TREMENDOUS IMPACT ON THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

Transportation, traffic control. 
Go green and carbon negative by upgrading and reto-
fitting single family homes.

public amenities

reducing all types of crime in the neighborhood

transportation for the residents and parking for the 
outsiders coming in to the parks,so the neighborhoods 
aren’t impassable.

traffic and safety

bikes and pedestrians 
parking and public transportation 
expanding resources such as library and community 
center 
safety and crime prevention/response

Natural, green, open (not paved or sports-team-only) 
space. Easy to lose, almost impossible to get back.

providing safer bike lanes that are totally separate from 
the road to connect with the burke gillman.

Safety and park maintenence.

Transportation mobility, traffic survey data, parking.  
It would seem prudent to understand how the 
neighborhood deals with the massive inflow of vehicles 
accessing the park during good weather/summer.

Transportation and improvements to Aurora.

Affordable housing, local business in walking/riding/
busing distance, transit access, pedestrian and bicycle 
improvements.

Business and housing development; transportation 
options

Public transportation seats per person. Number of busses 
in the area. Numbers/types of business establishments. 
Crime data if safety is going to be a focus. Income/
household data.

Decreasing the barrier that is formed by 99.  Improving 
the walking experience along and across 99.

Pedestrian safety, i.e., making the area pedestrian 
friendly 
Encouraging use of bicycles and walking. 
Environmental improvements to deal with water 
pollution and the health of Green Lake

pedestrian and bicyclist safety, efficient transportation to 
downtown, and other immediate neighborhoods

Developing a sense of community. The map shows 
Green Lake extending west of Aurora, but these people 
go to Phinney Ridge. Aurora Ave is not claimed by any 
neighborhood.  How do we make Aurora more pleasant 
and still maintain traffic flow?  How do we accommodate 
all the rehab facilities on Aurora and maintain community 
safety?

Improving our dismal public transportation system, and 
recognizing that the private automobile is still a needed 
part of the lives of 84% of Seattle citizens.

parks and recreation

Transportation mobility and safety; crime prevention; 
completion of projects pending in the Urban Village; 
additional parking around Woodland park

Moving people off on street parking and their cars and 
into public transit. 
An E/W “”mosquito fleet””??

Not sure

Reducing congestion; parking problems and safety.

Safety (homeless, abandoned vehicles, break ins)

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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housing affordability

Design of new buildings, incentives for reducing auto 
trips in/out of East Green Lake

Moving the Urban Village toward a car free area and 
focusing on foot and bike traffic.

Individuals and families and their health and safety.

Making Aurora Ave more friendly for the neighbourhood.  
Removing overhead power lines. 
Closing off more side streets to drivers avoiding traffic 
and making streets safer and more user friendly (e.g. 
more chicanes like on 77th St)

substance

more attracting affordable grocery/shopping businesses; 
more focus on steps taken to curb theft and vandalism.

System wide effects of myopic local feel good acts.

mixed housing and more affordable housing.

What is likely to be allowed in the future in terms of 
redevelopment? 
What about infrastructure improvements? What road, 
sewer, etc. upgrades are planned (an asset mgmt. 
element).

Efficient bus lines 
ENcourage family and low ocst housing opportunities

bicycle trails and better road markings. Even along 
Ravenna Blvd. cars enter the bicycle lane because it’s 
poorly marked. The intersections near the lake are 
typically not marked by crosswalks making it difficult to 
get cars to stop when people try to access the park. This 
is a pedestrian heavy neighborhood but not enough has 
been done to make the connections into and out of the 
area safe for riders and walkers and joggers of all ages.

Open space for habitat. Transportation so that less people 
need to park close to the lake

requiring new developments to include enough parking 
for its occupants. The streets cannot handle any 
additional cars and there currently are not satisfactory 
means of public transportation to cause residents to 
move away from using cars.

The quality of the neighborhood for everyone. Parking on 
the resident streets. The quanity of the $$ units does not 
make a better neighborhood. The impact of high density 
buildings on narrow streets.

real sub-area planning within the broader neighborhood 
and not just within the boundaries of the urban village. 
Policies that direct development patterns. PUBLIC 
transportation planning. Work force housing.

relating what has been accomplished and what still needs 
to be done to the plan, which presumably is being used 
as the guideline. In other words, a status report should 
include accomplishments and failures in view of the plan.

transportation

Neighborhood Input

Protecting neighborhood residents from traffic impacts 
from non-residents

density and the impact on quality of life

overpass on 99 aurora instead of crosswalk around 69th 
(around there & aurora)

protecting single family residences, safety, peaceful living 
environment

transportation and safety

What neighbors want in the local area.

Improving the process for developers to do business more 
easily and quickly.

development patterns, housing affordability

Parks, open spaces, transportation, limiting population 
and congestion

Bicycles and walking, green open spaces.

Completing projects which have been started- the 
Vitamilk site is a big hole in the ground. The new building 
located at the Albertson’s site is empty. 
Work on Strategy D. The only way I got to know my 
neighbors was by fighting a development in the 
neighborhood. I don’t see the connections described in 
that strategy.
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Public Transit and traffic

Quality development.

green spaces. less development of parks  night lighting 
regulated,

transportation and parking

Input from neighbors who actually live in the 
neighborhood and not pander to special interest groups 
who have a project that will pad someone’s resume.

Transportation, building in the area.

Traffic control

Safety and sanitation

How people move around town: while it’s great to bike 
or take a bus, having little parking discourages us from 
going to dinner in Belltown, forexample. 
Planting more street trees and trees at residences. 
Also, can we get rid of used car lots on Aurora?

Crime and how it is being resolved.

Green open space; boulevards and medians on 
Green Lake Way with turnouts.  Longer library hours, 
beautifying the ugly Aurora strip.

Safety

ensuring vibrant street retail, both in the neighborhoods 
and along Aurora.

Pedestrian-friendly transportation, fostering sense of 
community

Aurora corridor

->building design standards 
->non moterized transit - especialy easy walking/biking 
access to the lake 
->walkable “”real”” retail

housing affordability, schools

increasing park space and transportation to and from the 
park.

Safety and traffic.  Also, the big gaping holes left by 
construction projects that have not gone as planned  - 
Whole Foods, QFC, etc.

public transportation

We need to continue to support volunteer organizations 
efforts to create and support community (GLCC, Friends 
of Green Lake, Sustainable Green Lake, etc)

remove the drugs and weapons from homes near aurora

Environmental stewardship of Lower Woodland Park. 
Developer accountability to the community. 
Ensuring that developers aren’t allowed to leave huge 
gaping holes in a community for an indefinite period of 
time.  
Traffic-calming measures for the four-lane speedway that 
is Green Lake Way N. adjacent to Lower Woodland Park.
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Cramming as many housing units as possible yet 
restricting parking.

Affordable housing, everywhere.  Green Lake is a 
desirable location, which makes even small housing units 
desirable and, therefore expensive.  Our house has an 
800 sq ft footprint and a lot of less than 4000 sq ft (unless 
we count half the alley, then we get to 4000).  I think the 
last assessment was about $800,000.  Not everyone who 
wants to live here can afford to live here, and those of us 
who do have made sacrifices to afford this location.  If the 
area becomes too densely populated, those of us with the 
ability to make choices will move to Edmonds or Kirkland.  
When at Marymoor Park (at 5:30 am for birding), I don’t 
see any drunks or homeless camps.  Why is Seattle a 
magnet for these problems?  I think its because we feel 
guilty and try to provide for everyone who is unable to 
care for themselves.

Development (new buildings). Let’s fill what we have first!

Developing Multi-family units with maximum lot 
coverage! A better option would be Du-plex & tri-plex 
outside the Urban Village.

increasing density

housing affordability

Trying to “”force”” community. If you make being outside 
more pleasant than staying inside watching TV, it will 
happen on its own.

Increasing the density.

NIMBY bullshit

Recreational activities

The poverty data was not presented in an easily 
understandable fashion. The housing price data seems 
skewed. Information about condos and townhouses 
should be included but broken out from single family 
homes.

The focus on transportation should carefully consider a 
more ideal future: fewer cars, more public transportation, 
an approach to global warming that is both sensible and 
bold, etc.   I’m concerned that the present efforts do not 
look far enough into the future.

Affordable housing.  We are overbuilt and still the housing 
is not affordable...just empty.  These large buildings will 
be a blight in future years.  The small houses that are 
being replaced are ideal for couples and small families 
who want to be close to the city.

Efforts to make the parking problem worse.

growth

Additional open space

Increase of density

Not sure

Increasing the housing stock.

Business

fluff and rhetoric. 
the plans are full of nice sounding things like “”green 
space”” and “”transportation mobility”” but we all know 
that the devil is in the details.  I’d really like to see less fluff 
and more substance.

less focus on new condos/apartments...plenty of houses 
are being rented out in this neighborhood

Affordable housing - you have to pay to live in a nice 
place, so as to not drag down the neighborhood.

big apartment and condo complexes.

Less focus on increased density until there is better east-
west transportation.

The large amount of people put in a small space. The 
natural light should be an important consideration when 
giving permits for tall buildings which will block the light 
for surrounding residents and people on the street.

Tooting the City’s horn.

high end housing and trendy stores

development, creating density in housing

Top down planning from the city and its departments 
that goes against what most human beings call livable. 
Quit listening to these little advocacy groups and start 
listening to the people who live in the local area.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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keeping greenlake clean and keeping traffic on the main 
arterioles and not down residential streets.

Building more darn condos and townhouses!

Changing Grenn Lake Park. Not all changes are progress. 
Creating community.

Developing more sports use in the park. Such is the case 
of the skateboard park now in Lower Woodland.

Density for density’s sake.

development of condos and apartments

Pet projects of city officials.

The development of Green spaces

Approving more residential construction in Green Lake 
area

The current Mercer re-do. The stinking 2 lane tunnel to 
replace 4 lanes on 99

“”affordable housing””, organized recreation

Density; It destroys what is left of what used to be a nice 
neighborhood

nothing I can think of

Increasing density

This is tough.  I don’t know what to drop.  Can safety be 
higher priority than it currently appears?

Worrying about new development.

affordable housing for low income families - why do these 
families have satellite plasma screen tv’s and fancy cars 
and I don’t own a tv and I take the bus and pay A LOT of 
taxes.
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Too much money spent against what people actually want.

For Green Lake, the park is the heart of the neighborhood, so the Parks 
Dept plays a very big role in what happens to our community.  They own 
the Bath House (theater and bath house) and community center, two 
community amenities in great need of upgrading.  Instead we get many 
additional tennis courts.  They also own the iconic street, Ravenna Blvd.  
Similarly, we now have a large vacant school in our neighborhood.  The 
School and Parks Departments, in addition to DPD, need to consider 
the neighborhood plans and work to maintain the character of each 
neighborhood.

It didn’t talk much nearly enough about the plans to improve public 
transportation as density increases.

I think the report is fairly complete, but because it is a general direction, 
I am concerned that it is a bit tepid in light of the important (and in 
some cases, drastic) changes that are needed.

The major gap I see is providing clear guidelines for future builders of 
homes and businesses to maintain the historical character of the Green 
Lake neighborhood.

Green Lake’s report says nothing of the impact of the Park in the 
middle of the neighborhood.  It has several affects, 1. Geographically, 
it fractures the neighborhood into small segments that have little 
or no contact with each other.  2.  It overwhelms the neighborhood 
with outsiders who come to enjoy the park, again diluting the sense 
of community.  3.  It increases property values, so that even small 
housing units are relatively expensive b/c of good access to downtown 
and proximity to the Park. (Flooding us with small housing units has 
not increased affordability.)  4.  We are viewed as a neighborhood 
that doesn’t need help, b/c of the lovely Park, so we don’t have an 
environmental learning center (you have to pay to go to the zoo), we 
have a very old and decrepit Community Center.  Instead of improving 
the Community Center, we get new ballfields and tennis courts, which 
are primarily used by leagues and not the neighborhood.

Crime prevention

We should eliminate “”through traffic””, i.e., NE 71st St. as a major 
conduit from NE Seattle to I-5 and Aurora Ave. N. and return.

I want to see the Seattle Urban Villages incorporate car free zones 
for bike transportation.  There are plenty of streets in the city.  Some 
streets should be designated as bike only, separating the car/bus traffic 
from bike traffic.

the south end of the “”Green Lake”” 
neighborhood seems to have been 
completely neglected in “”community 
investment”” part of the status report 
except for the Mariners All-Stars field 
which is a travesty.  How can a fenced and 
locked field used only by out-of-area league 
players be considered an enhancement to a 
neighborhood?

Attention should be given to solving 
problem of homeless living under I-5.

Think regionally - not as though Seattle 
was a little island of perfection not to be 
invaded.

Maintenance of existing assets....
infrastructure. They impact neighborhoods 
but aren’t integrated. 
Include new requirements for tree 
protection, etc. that contribute to 
neighborhoods.   
Work towards integration with sustainable 
bldg./green ordinances in terms of 
planning.

Crime statistics

The demographis based on census reports 
and other data bases are not refined 
enough to sub areas for critical analyses 
and careful planning to address anomolies 
and potentialities.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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As noted above, the draft status report provides the plan 
and the accomplishments. A good status report must also 
identify current defiiciencies in view of the plan. After all, 
it is a status report, using the plan as the starting point, 
and thus should include both positives and negatives.

getting the neighborhood accross 99 safely and also 73rd 
& linden speeding cars and parked cars.

does not discuss safety issues, protecting single family 
neighborhoods

They don’t have much to do with the present reality 
in some city neighborhoods. Too much focus on 
infrastructure and goofy projects and not enought focus 
on what really makes a place livable. Amenities for a few 
are often disamenities for the many.

Traffic outside of the denser Urban Village has not been 
addressed.  There is talk of better public transportation, 
but the reality is that car traffic continues to grow and 
it just isn’t safe for anyone under 12 or so years to ride a 
bike in the neighborhood.  There are 21 children under the 
age of 10 on our one little block here in Green Lake.  Our 
biggest safety issue is the car traffic, which causes us to 
create more car traffic by always driving our kids around.  
Even for adults, it simply is not a walking friendly or bike 
friendly place, unless you drive down to the park around 
Green Lake.

Unknown.   There is no current Green Lake 
community forum that solicits questions/ideas from 
the neighborhood community. I don’t mean this as 
disrespect to the GL Community Council, but comes 
from my experience with the organization.  I served 2 
years as the secretary of this organization.  Whenever 
I asked about the plan or whether we should bring it 
up to community members to see if they would like to 
comment on it’s relevance, I was told the city didn’t want 
us to make any changes or comment on it at all, even 
if it may be irrelevant.  I didn’t and still don’t believe 
it, and thank you for proving my point.  I GREATLY 
appreciate this opportunity to give an opinion direct to 
the neighborhood council.  In my opinion, GLCC is a great 
group for disseminating information to those who attend 
the meetings, but not one whose leadership is interested 
in a greater vision for our neighborhood. Too small a 
percentage of residents attend their meetings because of 
this format, unfortunately.

Green Lake does not have an abundance of parking or 
green parks.  Aurora is scary and ugly near Green Lake.

I was surprised that Aurora wasn’t mentioned by itself.  
There are different problems along Aurora, but we should 
work on them.  I’m thinking of street beautification 
mainly. It needs to be a “”length of Aurora”” solution, 
though, so maybe this plan isn’t the best tool.

Needs general “”refresh”” of data and info

There needs to be more on Safety.  Can we have a better 
nieghborhood watch program?  Can we increase police 
beat walking to inlcude the aqua barn stadium at the SE 
end of Green Lake?

Overdevelopment of Lower Woodland Park  
The actual loss in recent years of two key pedestrian 
crosswalks on Green Lake Way N. along Lower Woodland 
Park 
What has been done to ensure a “”first class public 
transportation”” system as outlined in the strategies? 
There seems to be no mention of progress against this 
goal.



Status Check
Transcript of Greenwood/Phinney Ridge Questionnaire Responses

The Greenwood / Phinney Ridge Neighborhood Plan was 
adopted in 1999 and includes the Greenwood/Phinney Ridge 
Residential Urban Village. The map shows the neighborhood 
plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.
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school
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less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

263 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/greenwood/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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More single-family homes have been renovated  
walkability has improved, but more is needed

First I saw less vandalism and unsavory business. Now it’s 
making a comeback. I guess that’s the economy. Glad to 
see some new businesses moving in, but they aren’t very 
diverse (more coffee and greek food??). Sad to see so 
many places go under.

it’s getting better.

More dense; more vehicle traffic; 2nd Park added; 
working more closely with Police re:  lawless neighbors

More sidewalks, the parks and playgrounds are nicer. 
There are more people and the demographics of the area 
has changed with the contrast between the upper-middle 
class and working poor becoming more striking as you 
peruse the neighborhood.

sporadic home improvements (ie gentrification) but 
overall area is a mix of rentals, single family owned 
homes and small business.

Reduced number of affordable single family homes  
Increased emphasis on visitors from outside the region 
( to the WPZ)  Increased number of family friendly 
businesses ( to my immediate neighborhood)  Increased 
number of young families.  Increased number of motor 
vehicles.

There have been haphazard improvements funded 
primarily through bond measures and grants.  During the 
‘90’s when Seattleites felt rich, we threw a lot of money 
at improvements in a way we will not see again for many 
decades.  In some cases these bond measures chose 
projects that were in the neighborhood plan, but in many 
cases they did not.  The city’s comp plan policy to focus 
investment within urban villages was ignored entirely, 
since the political committees developing the bond 
measures were more focused on amenities for existing 
residents in single family neighborhoods.  Unfortunately, 
the neighborhood plans have not had an effect on 
mainstream city funding in any significant way.

Houses have been replaced with condos and townhomes, 
the library has been rebuilt, a monthly artwalk added and 
Aurora drug dealers and prostitutes cleaned up.

We have seen quite a few new housing units built since 
we moved to Greenwood.

There have been some improvements along Aurora and 
in the Greenwood area, and these areas seem more lively, 
with more foot traffic, shops, restaurants, etc.

More townhomes being built creating less parking and 
more street congestion. More playfields have been 
upgraded. Some parks have received no maitainence.

More residential buildings as well as a few new businesses 
(mainly replacement of existing stores with new and 
bigger stores - like Safeway).  The neighborhood has 
gotten more diverse, which is a good thing.  A few pocket 
parks have been added.  When I moved to Greenwood, it 
was the ‘forgotten’ neighborhood.  We knew how great it 
was and all the good restaurants and a few unique shops.  
Now, the rest of the city (or at least folks nearby) have 
learned about it and even more upscale restaurants have 
moved in.

More interesting businesses/restaurants around 
Greenwood & 85th.  Many more youngish couples with 
kids moving in.

Greenwood continues to grow daily. New apartments, 
condo’s and sidewalks are nice to see. The parks are 
awesome. The policing of Greenwood leaves a lot to be 
desired. We have a lot of petty crime and tagging. We 
have a few problem bars that serve a lot of alcohol to 
people that drink all day. It is very sad. Other than that 
greenwood is looking up.

New businesses have moved to 65th Street between 8th 
and 3rd Avenues.

Significant increase in townhouses being built in the 
middle of single family home blocks or areas (bad).  Some 
redevelopment of main urban corridor, including condo/
business combinations (good).

I’ve only been here for the past five years this October. 
I’ve noticed more trees, more young families and new 
businesses that the community supports. The addition 
of the Greenwood park has been fantastic.   There is 
still significant amount of crime and graffitti that occurs 
within the neighborhood. Drug deals and prostituion that 
comes from the Aurora area.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Much more traffic congestion. I avoid 85th and 
Greenwood at all costs, as do many others. The result 
is a lot of cars going through the smaller streets.  The 
upgrades to and new parks has been great as are the new 
businesses along Phinney and Greenwood avenues. I like 
the idea of multi-family housing along bus lines, but it 
seems all the new residents use their cars instead.

It has gotten denser along the main road, Greenwood/
Phinney. Some smaller homes have been torn down 
and rebuilt with mansion size homes. Many (four) large 
trees (50 ft or more) have been taken down on my block 
alone in six years.   There seems to be turnover from 
older people to many families and some single young 
professionals moving in.

Definitely more density with resulting increasing traffic 
and congestion.  There has been some improvement 
in sidewalks, but not enough to keep up with the other 
increases.  There are more traffic circles, which I guess 
calms car speed some, but they also serve to put cars 
directly in the paths of pedestrians in the many areas 
where there are no sidewalks.  I think they actually make 
the streets more dangerous for pedestrians, because 
drivers try to squeeze around them when pedestrians are 
crossing intersections.  Greenwood Park is a wonderful 
addition, and there are lots more restaurants and other 
businesses within walking distance.

Many more businesses and retail ventures have opened 
their doors.  There has been a marked improvement 
in the involvement and interest of residents in the 
community.

In the past five years we seen some positive development 
in the neighborhood. Several more desirable businesses 
have moved in, especially nicer bars and restaurants 
which I think is key to a vibrant neighborhood.     We’ve 
also seen lots of growth in terms of single family 
residences mowed down for multiples. Im not opposed 
to the growth but we need to do some PLANNING as to 
how all of these new residents get to and move through 
the space. The traffic on 85th is becoming ridiculous to 
the point that I dont drive on it, which means I do drive 
alternate routes like 80th that arent well designed for 
heavy traffic either.

The main street area has improved with new restaurants, 
bars, walk ways, apartment complexes, etc.  More 
townhomes are being added in place of older homes and 
businesses.

Greenwood Park (great), some sidewalk installation 
(more please), Farmer’s market (great), high-cost condo 
development near zoo (ugh), poorly designed condo/
neighborhood development (Maison), downtown retail 
core looks better, more people on the street, seems like 
more families.

There’s definitely been an increase in multi-unit housing 
such as townhouses and condos, more shops and 
restaurants, and the destruction of old buildings that had 
flavor (would be nice if some of these could be retained 
and incorporated into the development). The addition of 
the Linden Orchard park/pea patch has been great. The 
Phinney farmers’ market has been an excellent addition 
as well. Art walk is nice too.

The area in which I reside is rather nice.  The major 
intersections have proper traffic lights, and the #5 bus 
makes frequent stops along the main road (Greenwood 
Ave).  Since moving here in 2007, my neighborhood’s 
sidewalks have been fitted with accessibility ramps, and 
some major cracks in the road have been repaired.

We seem to have more crime -- theft, vandalism, assault, 
arson -- as well as more community awareness and 
interest. A lot of old homes and apartments have been 
replaced with townhomes.

None - I live in yhe part of greenwood North of 85th that 
the City seems in forgetabout

The neighborhood seems a lot more walking friendly 
since I last lived here in 2001. The parks feel safer.    I 
am surprised there are still no sidewalks north of 85th 
street, though. That would be a huge improvement to the 
neighborhood for walkability and safety.

a higher volume of traffic, more community events

I’ve noticed sidewalks going in near the Boys and Girls 
club and also along Greenwood Ave N of 105th.  There is 
also a new apartment building with a pedestrian plaza 
behind the Blockbuster/Bartells

Urban center has expanded

There are more condos and less small businesses.

The new Pipers Creek development is really nice.  Other 
than that there seems to have been little change in the ~4 
years we’ve lived in Greenwood.
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It seems like there are far more condos being built 
(and repaired and repaired and repaired) in the last 10 
years. (Scaffolding and Tyvek are regular scenes in this 
neighborhood), as are repairs to sidewalks and planting 
strips.  Far more attempts at upscale food establishments 
like at least 2 brewpubs and a “bistro” as well as an 
amazing number of espresso places all in the last 10 
years.

Seems to be an uptick in property crime, most recently 
arsons.  Many business closing, but in the main business 
are of Greenwood better businesses opening up. (Better 
being yoga studios, coffee shops, restaurants -- things 
other than check cashing businessl, nail salons and 
walgreens.)

The businesses are more diverse. Kens’ Market caters to 
neighborhood. Santoror’s books is one of the family. The 
PNA: Farmers Market and Pocket Park are great. New 
library is awesome. Recently more crime. Do not feel it 
is safe to walk around the neighborhood by my self after 
dark. More traffic.  Hard to get up Greenwood Ave in 
during ‘rush hour’. Too bad the trees lining Greenwood 
had to be butchered for safety-sake. I miss having the 
Christmas sing along at Greenwood Hardware.  It seems 
too commercial now. Before it was more nieghbor 
focused.

more graffitti (noticeable mostly on the murals in the 
tunnel where 57th goes underneath phinney to the zoo’s 
north parking lot); more traffic (especially fast traffic 
going up and down our street on nw 56th between 3rd 
ave nw & greenwood); more businesses (this last point 
is a positive - love that local independent businesses are 
opening up, and hope that they all thrive.)

Phinney Avenue and Greenwood Avenue were paved a 
couple years ago, which was really nice.  Unfortunately, 
with all the new condo buildings going up, many holes 
have been dug for utilities and patched and now it’s 
all bumpy.    More condos and town homes, some are 
nice additions to the neighborhood, like “The Fini” and 
some are not so nice.    Seems to be fewer retail stores 
and more service oriented businesses.    Definitely more 
criminal activity...burglary, robbery, arson.

Big increase in condominium/apartment buildings; Small 
increase in car traffic  Many businesses along Greenwood 
have closed; Manyof those have been replaced by new 
businesses, others not.

The only change I have noticed is the growth in 
townhomes (which has led to a few more sidewalks) and 
corollary lack of street parking/increase in sidestreet 
congestion.

Additional Parks have added to the enjoyment of 
the neighborhood and several new businesses along 
the phinney-greenwood commercial corridor have 
contributed to the vitality of the neighborhood.  
Additional commercial development of small and local 
business is needed along this corridor to increase the 
commercial and retail draw of the area and secure the 
viability of existing and future businesses.

I’ve only lived here a little over a year, but I think it’s 
definitely changed for the better. When I first moved here 
I think generally the graffiti was worse. It’s still a problem 
but not quite so prevalent, especially in Greenwood Park. 
I notice there have been a few more sidewalks put in 
lately which is very nice.

More apartments and condos have been built along 
Phinney and Greenwood, more restaurants and bars have 
opened, more homeless living in vehicles have started 
parking on Phinney Ave.

Very little. More young people, a few more condos.

Downtown Greenwood seems to have more businesses 
geared towards social activities: restaurants, bars and 
coffee shops.  There seems to be more bustle in the 
downtown area, which is nice.  The walkablilty is about 
the same.  I live north in Greenwood which is very 
unwalkable.  No sidewalks for blocks and blocks around 
where I live.  Aggressive drivers don’t help either.

-New construction (like Piper Village and the condos on 
85th near 3rd Ave).  -Sunken area a few blocks west of 
Safeway.  -Spiffy new library  -addition of Greenwood 
Park, Pocket Park

More advancement is needed in upgrading sidewalks 
on Greenwood Avenue North. Handicap accessibility is 
needed for the elderly and disabled.

More apartments   more community events  some 
sidewalk ramps and improvements

I’ve seen a few new businesses and a few new parks, but 
that’s about it.  It seems that crime has gotten worse over 
the last couple of years, and there are numerous vacant 
buildings and businesses.
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Gentrification - retirees moving out, young couples/
families moving in and upgrading old bungalows.  
Young families - big increase in families with children 
under 7 (including us)  Clean-up- less crime, cleaner 
neighborhood, fewer ‘junk cars’ and unkempt lawns

much more developed, expensive, plan seems not 
relevant, never really used by city or developers

I’ve noticed new and updated parks. I’ve noticed new 
community programs such as the art walk.

Trees have been planted along the roads by the city.

Many new commercial stores opened on Greenwood Ave 
and Phinney Ave in 2007 but this year there are many for 
lease signs along that corridor.  More condominiums have 
also been constructed.

More street signs, also more traffic.

I have seen some improvements to the neighborhood 
south of 87th.  North of 85th is still in need of 
improvements especially sidewalks.

Traffic is heavier.  Population density is increased. 
Probably not in that order.

Many more multiple housing units.  More traffic.  More 
potholes in roads.  Better library!  Great restaurants and 
shops.  More walkable.  Less police presence/service.

I haven’t really seen any major changes besides more 
townhomes being constructed among the old homes.

A new walkable apartment complex/shopping area has 
opened.

The area has become much more dense with many 
townhouses and condos placed in the region.  I feel that 
the businesses have become more diverse and popular in 
the last few years.  Younger people and younger families 
with children are more prevalent also.  The addition of 
Greenwood Park was very timely, we needed green space 
for people to enjoy, with homes built closer together and 
places with no yards.  We are SLOWLY adding sidewalks, 
which would also be important, with the expectation 
that people will walk to more of their activities.  The 
sidewalks NEED to built at a faster pace to accoma  date 
the density.

Phinney Ridge was full of funky shops and affordable 
houses when I moved there in 1995. Now the businesses 
are more upscale, property values have gone way up, a 
lot more young families live there and it is perceived as a 
very desirable neighborhood.

A lot more new condos and construction! Many new 
businesses, with old ones closed down.

Become less affordable.

more crime...more BLATANT crime.  Developers continue 
to do as they wish, even though they LISTEN to what 
neighbors would like to see. (Fred Meyer fiasco in 
waiting...).  Traffic issues not yet addressed (try to cross 
greenwood from 73rd to 80th during rush hour...so people 
drive through neighborhood to avoid waiting at lights).

I can only really comment on the portion of the 
neighborhood that is south of about 90th Street, as that 
is where I live, shop, and am most aware of what has 
changed over time.  In general, though, it seems like the 
urban village along Greenwood Ave is becoming more 
vibrant thanks to new mixed use development that has 
brought new businesses and residents into the area.  I 
think the neighborhood has become a more attractive 
and interesting place to live over the past 10 years.

More development has occurred along the main street 
of Phinney/Greenwood. However, I have seen nothing 
to address increased traffic and improve the safety of 
pedestrians crossing the main street.

Some curbs have been modified to allow wheelchair 
access. Otherwise, I have nto seen change

Quantity of automobile traffic has increased, and police 
enforcement seems to have diminished.  Speeding, 
illegal parking, and agrressive driving all increased.  Some 
particular intersections and routes, which were adequate 
25-30 years ago, are now inadequate and unsafe.  Perhaps 
a symptom of a successful development of neighborhood 
plan, greater desiablitiy to live, play, and work in this 
neighborhood, more visitors.  Not allowing success to 
spoil a great neighborhood is challenging.

more safety concerns, more graffiti, gang activity, noise, 
traffic, congestion
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neighborhood is denser ( more town homes)  retail 
core lost antique shops, is now more coffee shops and 
restaurants  more and more graffiti in public spaces 
and on private property  more prostitution spilling into 
neighborhood from aurora.  more drug dealers/users 
spilling into neighborhood from aurora.

increased density is primary change. Businesses and 
condo developments have thrived.  New park, new 
library, and more diverse population of people.

Things are progressively getting better.

More parks (good).  More condos (density ok), associated 
with a fair amount of empty storefronts (bad). More, 
faster, traffic down Greenwood Ave  (bad).

There are more condominium and townhouse being 
build in the area.  There seem to be higher crime rate 
lately.  There is a blog being set up for the neighborhood 
which helps bound the community together.  There are 
more high end retail stores opening in the area.  The new 
Greenwood library is a good asset to the community.  
The farmer’s market at the Phinney Ridge Community 
Center provides fresh produce to the residents and acts 
as a magnet to the neighborhood.  The buses are getting 
more passengers since I started riding bus 3 year ago.

Since I have been here (1988), this neighborhood has 
gone from being a blue collar neighborhood with a porno 
theater, dive-bars, and garage-sale stores to its current 
state as an upper-middle class neighborhood with the 
sort of amenities that can only be found in neighborhoods 
zoned and created prior to the suburban idiocies which 
started happening in the fifties.

I’ve only been here two years, but the business district 
seems to be evolving into a charming retail area that 
attracts shoppers and window shoppers alike.

yes

Have yet to see sidewalks, a “Main Street” as discussed in 
the plan and have seen more drug traffic than ever before 
(drug deals, exchanges, use outside of my house).

Positives:  New library, more sidewalks, some movement 
on changing the Fred Meyer area to an urban village, 
more “cute” shops and restaurants moving in.  Negatives:  
Greenwood Ave is busier.

Since moving to Greenwood 4 years ago, we have noticed 
a huge increase in the number of blatent drug deals on 
our street, and evidence of prostitution (condoms left on 
the streets every morning).  There have been about 4 car 
burgleries per year in our alley alone.

It hasn’t changed that much. Biggest changes are in 
corporate development - the Safeway that diverted 
all the groundwater and dried up our bog, and all the 
new condos.  We have some new, better businesses in 
some of the old retail sites, but even more unoccupied 
and dilapidated buildings than ever.  Almost all of the 
neighborhood is still fighting about the Fred Meyer, as 
well. We didn’t really need that new Safeway, but got it 
anyway, and now we have a bunch of stubborn people 
trying to stop the remodel of an existing business.

It seems as though many small businesses (specifically 
established businesses) are being run out of the “main 
street” area in favor of condos, expansion of other 
businesses, or simply a landlord choosing not to renew 
a lease.  Though this could be simply a “changing of the 
tides”, it does concern me as I hope that the “main street” 
does not become a stale condo lined, cookie cutter, 
neighborhood.  A large reason that people love living the 
Greenwood - Phinney neighborhood is the “small town 
feel”, and this could fall apart if condos are allowed to 
spring up along Phinney Avenue and Greenwood Avenue.  
This seems like it would choke off the main street and 
cause a parking issue in the neighborhood.

I’ve seen more growth of townhouses, big houses 
(2500 sq ft+), and additional traffic along the corridors 
-- greenwood/phinney ave, linden, & 80th. But in a good 
way, we’ve seen the revitalization of the Greenwood 
downtown area (between 85th & 90th) as well as new 
businesses popping up under the new condos. Both of 
those are beneficial to the neighborhood.

More homeless (especially people living in their cars) and 
parking is worse.

Crime has increased exponentially where I live, due to 
exposure to Aurora Avenue N. Crime anecdotally seems 
to have increased since the economic recession.
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The crime in Phinney/Greenwood is a topic of near-daily 
conversation with my neighbors. My house was broken 
into in 2006; last year, my barista was mugged; an 
intruder tried to enter my neighbor’s bedroom window 
at night; this summer, my favorite restaurant was held 
up by gunpoint; last fall, my neighbor came home just as 
two intruders gained entry to their dining room, and the 
pair punched him out as he called 911; our gardener had 
his truck stolen as he worked on our yard; my neighbor 
5 doors down witnessed 2 “drive-by” drug deals in 
broad daylight (this month); a few months ago, a man 3 
blocks away was calling police claiming to have shot an 
officer (when he was actually just in severe need of his 
schizophrenia medication). I don’t feel safe walking in my 
neighborhood at night, and, increasingly, during the day, 
and I don’t know if I’ll ever feel comfortable letting my 
kids play in our front yard.

More growth, higher priced houses.

Since 10 years, it has gentrified quite a bit, with more 
small retail. There are still some grubby bits along 85th. 
I miss the two movie theatres I could walk to back in 
the 80’s, and the small mom & pop everyday service 
businesses, like the radiator shop.

Added new apartments at 85th and Greenwood.

Some new developments in the neighborhood. But 
sidewalks in the Greenwood neighborhood are dangerous 
or non-existent. Sidewalks are cracked and uneven, easy 
to trip over, puddling occuring where you have to walk off 
the sidewalk to get around the water, etc.

Yes, since the time of my first visit 5 years ago and in 
the last 1.5 years I have lived there I have noticed road 
improvements and some commercial development near 
the 85th and Greenwood nexus.

There has been new housing development - higher 
density.  The business district at Greenwood and 85th is 
thriving.  Vacant commercial space seems to be less.

More traffic.  More large building built right to the street--
creates a canyon effect on Greenwood.

Housing prices have skyrocketed. The zoo decided, 
because of neighborhood pressure, not to build the 
two-story parking garage. The zoo continues to develop, 
however. New parks have sprung up. The Phinney 
Neighborhood Center remains vital. The Phinney 
Farmer’s Market started up at the PNA.

I’ve seen very little change in the three years I’ve been 
here.  The biggest change was likely all the additional 
sidewalk cuts, and I greatly appreciated the change.

I have noticed more owner occupied homes and homes 
seem to be better maintained.  I have noticed many 
more, cheap, multi-family housing units being built, but 
not very many buildings or housing units of quality and 
beauty.  Everything being built is cheap and most of it 
lacks any kind of character.  I think all the tacky building is 
ruining the historic beauty of the neighborhood.

More traffic.  Every year it’s more dangerous trying to 
walk in the neighborhood--still almost NO sidewalks 
north of 85th, so the only recourse is to walk in the middle 
of the street.  In spite of my being extremely careful, I 
come seriously close to being hit at least once a month. 
Sidewalks on major streets aren’t much use if you have 
to drive to get to them.  The removal of half of the bus 
stops is yet another impediment to staying out of cars, 
especially for older people with arthritis.    Too many 
people are cutting down large mature trees--sometimes 
even street trees, with no permit.  But even on private 
property it’s a disgrace; those trees are not replaceable 
in our lifetimes and are essential for wildlife, slowing 
down storm water (because they keep the soil far more 
absorbent than a grass lawn), and for esthetics.    Ugly 
ticky tacky condos creep ever closer, further sterilizing 
the neighborhoods, replacing trees and soil with cement.  
High density is good, but preserving soil and drainage 
and allowing for more -large- trees (not just piddly little 
non-native ornamentals) is essential too.  Row houses 
like in Europe and back east are a far better design than 
the ticky tacky we’re getting.  They preserve more soil 
and allow for mature trees along with the higher density.  
They’re also much more energy efficient because of the 
shared walls.

Quite a bit. Greenwood Park was created. Townhomes 
coming across Aurora, new traffic 4-way light insatlled 
about a year ago at Fremont & N 85th (finally!), and 
myriads of apartment/condo building built along N 85th 
nearby where I live.  New/rebuilt library, Fred Meyer 
site to hopefully be rebuilt in my lifetime....lots of new 
businesses downtown greenwood (and revolving door 
vendors for some locations)
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Greenwood traffic is a mess.  By making Greenwood 
from 85th south just two lanes with a left turn lane and 
creating a bottleneck at 85th street with the left turn 
only lanes I have seen more near miss accidents than 
ever.  Because of the poor sinage for the left turn only 
lanes on Greenwood to 85th drivers try to get into the 
thru lanes and create a backup in traffic.  The pedestrians 
fare no better as drivers make right hand turns without 
noticing the pedestrians.  The time for the pedestrians 
to get across the street is to short.  We have a large 
population of elderly in this neighborhood and I have yet 
to see one of them get across the street completely on 
a “Walk” sign.  This also applies for parents with children 
in strollers or toddlers.      85th from Golden Gardens to 
the freeway is considered pothole central.  You can not 
drive one block without hitting at least two potholes.  
The street maintenance on 85th seems non existant.    
Greenwood has gone downhill.  We used to have lots of 
little shops, some nice little places to grab a bite and core 
businesses like Safeway, Bartells and Fred Meyers.  Now 
we have empty storefronts, too many trendy “Coffee 
Shops” and “Pubs” and not enough other places.  There 
used to be parking so you could park all day and walk 
thoughout Greenwood for your needs, whether it was 
shopping, visiting the used bookstore or library or just 
getting together with friends for a sandwich.  Now there 
is no parking like that at all.  McDonalds took it all away 
and when they left then Taproot Theater took over that 
parking.  So now I just go to Bartells or Safeway and 
come home.  Can’t find parking so why should I stay in 
Greenwood?    There are more multiple family dwellings 
with not enough parking for each resident.  That makes 
parking for those of us in our single family dwellings 
sometimes impossible.  When the fourplex was built 
down the street I filed a comment with the City that there 
was not enought parking for the unit.  I was advised that 
there were four parking spots and that was more than 
sufficient.  Wrong answer!!!! They really needed at least 
six parking spots.  Each unit has two resident and each 
resident has a vehicle.  So now the residents of the street 
have to hope we can find a parking spot somewhere 
near our home because the parking spots in front of our 
houses are taken up by the residents of the fourplex.    
The city has this grand idea that Greenwood business 
area and the residential neighborhoods surrounding it 
shoud be all “pedestrian friendly” and “walkable”.  But 
by not also allowing for people to drive and park in the 
areas you are not being realistic.  By not being realistic 
with parking with multifamily structurs you are depriving 
the other residents of that area their parking.    Bike lanes 
abound.  But I’ve yet to see the bike riders obey the rules.  
They don’t stop at the stop signs or stop lights.  They 

don’t look when they come to residential intersections 
and just go though like they owned the world.  Some 
ride on sidewalks, some ride on the street, none obey 
the speed limits.  I’ve almost been hit several times when 
walking my dogs by bike riders who seem to feel that 
I should move for them.  Why is there not a program 
that each bike rider must take on safety and rules of the 
road?  You want more people to use bikes but you sure 
don’t make it safe for anyone, neither the riders, the 
pedestrians nor the drivers.      There are traffic circles now 
in my neighborhood that were not there ten years ago.  
Traffic circles are a good thing in that they do slow down 
traffic.  But they are a bad thing because of the things 
planted and placed in them.  We have one on 6th NW that 
has a evergreen tree over 12’ high and an apple tree in 
it.  The traffic from any direction can not see if someone 
is crossing the street or if there is another car coming.  
Another has two large trees and some kind of a bush that 
has grown very tall.  I walk my dog twice a day and am 
very careful around the traffic circles.  At least twice a 
week I am almost hit because the driver does not see me 
because of the un-maintained traffic circle.  One of these 
days I, or someone else, will be hit because the driver 
could not see the pedestrian because of the plants in the 
traffic circle.

Since moving into the neighborhood in 1999:  1. 
Greenwood Ave between 85th and 88th has seen 
a change in small businesses. In this case to the 
better as there are now more eating and socializing 
establishments.  2. The new Safeway on 90th caused 
major problems for neighboring buildings with the 
water they were pumping out below their foundation.  
3. Sadly we lost one of the best second hand resale 
location in the city, Thriftco, to another developement 
that has progressed very slowly. At least this project 
has recognized that this area is a huge bog and built 
everything on stilts.  4. Then there has been the 
development of the LIHI facility. While I enjoy ethic 
blending I have not been pleased with the increase in 
crime that has occurred since this facility has opened. I 
have seen more graffiti, more car break ins, and more 
back alley loitering in general.

I have not been here a long time, but I love the park and 
the library, and the walkable parts of the neighborhood. I 
like the increased development of higher density units.

I just moved here in June but I have noticed the newer 
sidewalks, Greenwood Park, and the Library
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I moved to the neighborhood 2 years ago.  I lived in a 
nearby neighborhood for the previous 3 years, so have 
only a five year familiarity with the neighborhood.  I have 
not seen a great deal of change.  If anything it seems 
things have been a bit stagnant for the past couple of 
years.

On our block, many more families with children in the 
last 3-4 years.  New parks within blocks of our house and 
shops\cafes on Greenwood Ave.  Our neighborhood is 
changing very favorably in my view.

An increase in traffic with the increase in housing. Would 
like to see better coordination between transportation 
and housing development so they develop together 
to accomodate the impact population growth has on a 
community.

Great increase in density with condos and low income 
housing.  With that has come increased traffic and 
significant wear on the existing parks/greenspace/
sidewalks.  Many young families have moved in and there 
are significantly more children.  I really like the increase in 
families and the overall revitalization of businesses in the 
Urban Village section of Greenwood but it seems to be 
taking longer for the changes to reach the North end of 
Greenwood than the Phinney end.

I haven’t seen evidence of this Neighborhood Plan 
causing money to be invested in this neighborhood 
(neither government nor private companies).  Levies have 
resulted in some public improvements. Many businesses 
have vacated buildings and they are slow to be replaced. 
New apartments have pushed out some single family 
homes and there are more cars parked on the roads 
because of it.  Generally crime seems unchanged, but 
there’s a steady influx of gang-related sctivity, most 
noticeably tagging/graffiti, but also loud car stereos all 
day and mean-looking groups of younger people being 
loud and disorderly after dark.  The overall pleasantness 
of the neighborhood is unchanged in the last 10 years.

The density of the area has greatly increased due to the 
town house boom. This has increased the population 
without a corresponding increase in the capacity of our 
roads, buses, or sidewalks. The diversity of the population 
in our area has also greatly increased with more low 
income subsidized property being used.

Greenwood Park was created  More sidewalks  Art walks  
Block parties  Many businesses and homes have changes/
turned over ownership

Yes. More sidewalks have been added. Homes have been 
fixed up.

Lots more round abouts

The area around my house as not changed.  There are 
NO safe sidewalks along greenwood between 105th and 
90th.  The City of Seattle is not doing their job providing 
services to this part of the neighborhood.  Cars speed 
around the side streets and there is no safe place to walk 
to downtown Greenwood or Phinney from our home.  
There is also NO safe sidewalks from 105th and Holman 
to Northgate.  A 2ft cracked asphalt and gravel path is not 
appropriate for a main arterial.  Especially with no buffer 
between the path and the traffic.  Please recognize this 
safety hazard and build improvements.

Greenwood Park was built and opened, which has 
been a significant (mostly positive) addition to the 
Greenwood neighborhood. More noteworthy is what 
has NOT changed--that is, the dearth of sidewalks north 
of 85th Street, and the locus of drug activity, crime, and 
prostitution on Aurora Ave. N., north of 80th St.

We live on a portion of the green grid project.  Visually, it 
is terrific; however, there has been a loss of street parking 
and it is not possible for cars going in opposite direction 
to pass on our street.  We love our neighborhood, we 
are closer to Carkeek park but wanted to complete 
questionaire.  Currently, the only problem is illegal 
development by homeowners of rental units in a single 
family residence zoned neighborhood.  Otherwise, our 
neighborhood is well maintained, we have a responsive 
police presence, great neighbors, good bus service, 
business services close by and Viewlands Elementary 
School was just down the street.  What will become of 
that property?  I dread thinking that it will be developed 
into 10 story condos.  The only issue I would like to bring 
up is that with the continual development of Greenwood 
into very dense housing units without adequate parking 
provided there are more and more cars parked on the 
neighboring streets.  All future development MUST 
provide parking on site.

Nice library.  Greenwood park is nice.

More density, new park, more boutique type stores. 
Note- NO more real stores like green grocers, etc.

More businesses, less run down neighborhood. Many new 
condos
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Seems as though there has been a modest level of 
investment from private sector development.  Not 
that it is all that good, but has made an impact in the 
quality of the built environment.   When we first moved 
to Greenwood, it seemed like there were more families 
with young children.  Perhaps it is just my perception, 
but I have noticed and increase in conversion of owner 
occupied homes to rental properties. The rental rates 
are attractive for this city, and it is great that these 
opportunities exist.  At the risk of sounding like a NIMBY, 
and from my perspective, Greenwood has transformed 
into a stepping stone community with respect to home 
ownership  and my once long term investment vision for 
staying in this neighborhood is beginning to change.   Too 
much of anyone use or living condition effectively creates 
a ghetto (this isn’t an editorial comment on economic 
status e.g. IMHO laurelhurst is as much a ghetto as 
yesler terrace).   This gets to my interim conclusion that 
promoting/incentivizing more density at the urban, 
transit served intersections will help provide more rental 
opportunities and begin to stimulate the repair of the 
urban fabric of our neighborhood.   This is heavily market 
dependent as observed by the Mastro/Leilani Lanes 
rental project (R.I.P).  I am pro responsible-development 
and hope the city will increase the partnerships with 
private sector development and homeowners to improve 
the public realm. Lot’s of issues tangled up in this ramble. 
I apologize.

more sidewalks, more development, new townhomes

First off Phinney and Greenwood are 2 VERY different 
neighborhoods with drastically different infrastructure 
needs and economic classes. South of 85th on 
Greenwood Ave has been cleaned up. The amount of drug 
use and drug dealing has increased near Sandel Park on 
3rd Ave.

Not much that I can see.  There is a new PR farmers 
market that I hope grows.  There have been some 
businesses that have closed and others that have 
opened in the GW main business rea.  There are some 
vacant buildings that are so trashy that have not been 
touched since there desmise.  The few parks are nice 
and maintained except at night they are sketchy.  If GW 
Market leaves...that will be a HUGE disadvantage and  
very sorry for the community.

Good parks and good to see new businesses coming to 
the neighborhood.  Terrible lack of sidewalks north of 
85th. Alleys are a nightmare. Lots of graffiti on businesses 
north of 85th.

To much Housing being built. To much traffic for street. 
Not enough parking. Traffic to fast in area. Not a lot of 
side walks in North Greenwood. Streets are narrow with 
people parking right up to cornors. Makes it difficult to 
see on coming Cars and Bicyclest.

Noticable demographic changes, some infrastructure 
changes. Better Community feel.

My neighborhood has become much more dense, the 
number of people living in the blocks that surround my 
house has at least doubled, if not tripled, with all the 
multiple unit housing going in where one house used to 
be.  The neighborhood has gotten visually duller with all 
the cookie-cutter townhouses.  I so wish that contractors 
were encouraged to be more creative with their 
developments instead of being allowed to use the same 
design over and over again.  Plus the townhouse designs 
do not allow for parking in the garages.  Yes, nominally 
there are garages with each townhouse but the design 
is such that it is very difficult to get a car in the garage, 
so the cars get parked on the street.  The number of cars 
parked on my block as increased to the point where my 
guests cannot find a place to park.  My neighborhood is 
less attractive and desireable than when I moved here 5 
years ago.    I appreciate the new sidewalks from N 87th 
to N 90th.  Now the sidewalk needs to be continued to 
N.92nd so it is possible to safely walk on Greenwood 
Ave from N.85th to my house without dodging cars.  
Especially in the dark of winter it is dangerous to walk on 
Greenwood Ave.    I often feel that Greenwood is the step-
child of the rest of Seattle.  The area on Aurora from N. 
85th to N.95th is allowed to decay.  Abandoned cars are 
allowed to stay at the vacant lot on the corner of Aurora 
and 90th, right at the bus stop.  It is a depressing area.

Have seen some battered old businesses go away 
and been replaced by newer eating establishments 
that better match the emerging demographic of the 
neighborhood (Gainesbourg, Naked City, Neptune, 
El Chup, etc), and have seen some new development 
(Sedges, Fini Condos, Roycroft Condos).  Generally I think 
this is all for the better.
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We’ve seen new development in the town center area 
(Piper Village) and seen various new retail come in along 
the main drag (Greenwood Ave/85th).  Additionally, 
Fred Meyer is in the process of making plans for a 
redevelopment/rebuild.  My hope is that they work 
hard to take into consideration the neighbors’ ideas 
and think density vs. spread out. There has been a lot 
of townhome development in the northwest quadrant 
(where I live) which has been bitter-sweet because some 
of the old feeling of the neighborhood goes when new 
development comes in like this (and parking becomes 
more problematic), but it also helps with home values and 
there is more excitement with new families/neighbors 
coming into the area.

More people which I like.  More speeding traffic on both 
arterials and residential streets which I don’t like.  My 
street has become a cut-through street which really 
degrades the quality of life. Seattle lets cars rule the 
streets instead of a balanced modal use.  Family habitat 
depends on it.  Still no sidewalks in North Greenwood.  
Still no community center in Greenwood.  Still no sports 
fields in Greenwood.  Still auto oriented community 
zoning in the urban village town center in Greenwood.  
Still no street trees in the town center in Greenwood.  
Lots of cookie-cutter bad design townhouses.  I normally 
think that urban-ish town houses are great, but these 
days you’d have to look long and hard to find any as ugly 
and dysfunctional as the “standard plan” you see all over 
Seattle.

New library, traffic signal change at 85th and Greenwood, 
Greenwood park  The area between N 85th and  N 87th 
along Greenwood Ave does not seem to have changed 
much yet although a couple of more appealing businesses 
have started: Naked City, Sip n Ship.

Positive changes: New Library, new parks, Greenwood 
Elementary renovation, more families, more kids, 
Greenwood elementary’s status as a quality school.      
Negative aspects or changes: Safeway and Bartell’s 
developments turn their back on neighborhood...
huge missed opportunity.  Not enough density has 
gone into the Greenwood town center.    Opportunity: 
Planned Fred Meyer development could be a real town 
center, but it could also be the biggest and most hurtful 
missed opportunity.  Needs to include multi-use spaces, 
more density, open spaces, and neighborhood retail / 
restaurants.

Not much.   Businesses struggle and crime seems to 
increase.   The drug dealing and graffitti are a major 
problem.  Until some of these things are addressed, 
the new spaces will be damaged and create havens to 
promote the crime.  The area around Fred Myer is a 
significant problem and spills into the surrounding streets 
and alleyways.

yes. increased density and new construction

Housing density has increased.  There has been an influx 
of younger professionals that have been attracted to 
the area by the urban center’s amenities and relatively 
affordable housing.  Some asphalt sidewalks have been 
put in place.

I live at NW 97th St & 2nd Ave NW.  In the area 
immediately surrounding our house, I’ve seen little to 
no improvement since we moved in (2001).  The sole 
exception I can think of iss the recent addition of a traffic 
circle at NW 100the St & 1st Ave NW.

it’s getting there!  I’m proud of my neighborhood and 
am anxious to see it improve.  It’s rough around the 
edges, but we’re comfortable there.  There is a TON of 
crime which I’m not excited about, hopefully that will 
be addressed.  The street conditions are TERRIBLE for 
cyclists.  We claim to be such a ‘green’ city, but it is very 
unsafe for cyclists to be on the road.

I just moved here and I see some progress, but we have a 
ways to go. Greenwood is in transition, my main concern 
is the crime rate.

Generally positive change, downtown Greenwood is 
slowly gentricifying, street improvements (sidewalks, 
etc.) The current economic downturn has obviously 
effected some of the housing developements in the area.

We’ve got a great library now. Phinney was repaved, 
making it a much smoother bike ride.   I’ve notice a 
few new sidewalks recently up near Greenwood park.   
Recently there are more vacant commercial spaces on 
Greenwood between 82nd and 85th. Redevelopment/
activity seems to be moving up to the Fred Meyer 
area instead.   Some big monster houses (3+ story ugly 
skinny boxes) have appeared on my street and those 
surrounding. I fear a monster will go up next to mine 
soon, blocking out my sun.  My neighbor put in a cute 
cottage in her backyard. I like that much better than the 
ugly monsters (see above).
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Fewer single family homes. More cheaply made condos 
and apartments built. Although the plan has been 
adopted, the City seems to have disregarded it.

The buses are much more crowded. The traffic can go 
from 85th to 73rd during rush hour. More businesses are 
on Greenwood avenue. Too many apartments that are 
too high for the neighborhood.

Mostly the same - I believe it was a vital neighborhood 
11 years ago when we moved in, and I still feel that way.  
I appreciate the work that Irene Wall and the Phinney 
Neighborhood Council have done, and I appreciate 
the efforts that have been generated out of the 
neighborhood plan.

I live near Aurora and have seen improvements in the 
crime.  As a result I see more families moving to the area, 
as well as young singles.  I see more people walking and 
using local businesses.

More car traffic, more dense housing, especially in 
concentrated areas that do not make sense (i.e. extensive 
townhouse developments 92nd to 95th, between 
Fremont & Linden.  With the exception of Greenwood 
Park and the new sidewalks on Fremont, I do not believe 
that pedestrian amentities (ie sidewalks) have kept pace 
with the growth of housing (not just in the area listed 
above, but also the apts/condos built closer to 85th & 
Greenwood).  If the City of Seattle is truly interested in 
being a Green leader, they should provide sidewalks, a 
basic infrastructure, to all areas of the city.  Greenwood 
needs also more bus service, especially east/west.  Cut-
through traffic on streets between Greenwood and 
Aurora needs to be addressed--many drivers use Fremont 
as a north/south route, often at unsafe speeds.  The bike 
light (while a great idea, and very needed by cyclists) at 
85th & Fremont has encouraged this, as the police do not 
seem to ticket drivers who fail to turn at this intersection, 
as required by the signage.

Obviously home prices and rents have increased.  I 
imagine this may have changed the demographics some.

There are more people, more empty store fronts and 
buildings, more graffiti, more people with dogs, more 
restaurants, more pedestrians, more signs of crime 
(prostitutes, syringes, drug dealing, street racing), more 
sidewalks blocked by people not trimming their plants 
back.

I think the neighborhood has improved in walkability. 
More services are available within an mile walk. Love the 
pocket parks and trees and plantings, also the benches 
along Greenwood to assist elderly in walking.  Parking 
is more of an issue. There needs to be more off street 
parking for businesses, or a public parking area with two 
hour free parking so that people can drive to Greenwood, 
then leave their car and walk. Bend, OR has a public 
parking garage that allows three hours free parking to 
encourage people to come downtown for dinner, etc.

business being remodeled along greenwood ave. some 
closings, fewer openings.

o

Urban village development, explosion of townhouses and 
overcrowded parking, neighborhood park development

Relatively little other than a few new restaurants and 
bars.

Yes, more vibrant business district, more foot traffic.

More multifamily housing, more local businesses, more 
homes being renovated or torn down and replaced

More sidewalks

WE have new sidewalks coming in on Fremont. Which is 
really nice. I have only been there 6 months though.

Better sidewalks. Greater attempt for family-oriented 
lifestyle. Very much a walkable community; self-
contained vibrant neighborhood.

I am seeing a lot more foot traffic in the Phinney 
Greenwood area especially above 80th.  With the 
new library, businesses and updates to retail space on 
Greenwood Ave people seem to be walking more and 
driving less.  The City still has a long way to go when 
it comes to improving pedestrian safety: A bulk of the 
neighborhoods north of 85 are still missing sidewalks 
and this is an issue that the city needs to work harder 
to remedy. The blacktop low cost sidewalks are only 
a stop-gap measure and should be replaced with 
better engineered concrete sidewalks with curbs.  
Neighborhoods that boarder parks should also have 
concrete sidewalks.  90th street is a huge pedestrian 
safety issue with cars cutting through from Aurora to 
Greenwood with much of the blocks missing sidewalks 
and curbs.
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Increase in multifamily housing in the NC zones along 
Greenwood Ave has added signifigant people to the 
business district and the quality of shops and restaurants 
has improved noticably.  Increased home values have 
spured many remodels including a lot of investor flipping.  
In some cases smaller character rich homes have been 
replaced with large boxes that lack any character and 
seem inappropiate in the neighborhood.

More condos, new “hip” coffee shops and restaurants, 
small businesses have closed, bowling alley closed, 
gentrification beginning

More apartments, more traffic, more for the “haves” in 
the neighborhood and not much for the “have nots”. 
South end of the area gets a new library, farmers 
market, traffic improvements (turn lanes, traffic circles, 
etc.). North end of neighborhood still needs sidewalks, 
improved drainage, better access to facilities.

Haven’t lived here long enough for a really good 
perspective but in the 9 years I’ve lived in Seattle I think 
Greenwood has become a more desirable place to visit or 
live.

My street (73rd between Dayton and Greenwood) has 
become much busier with people using it as a primary 
route. This is because a) arterials of 65th, 80th, and 85th 
are fuller and people have looked for alternatives, and 
b) DOT changes in the area of Linden and Aurora have 
pushed more people on to my street. The parking in my 
neighborhood has also become much tighter.

Development of new retail on Greenwood and 85th along 
with a new apartment complex with retail on the bottom 
on 85th is exciting and making Greenwood a nice place to 
walk and visit. The increased density is welcomed but I’m 
concerned about traffic and pedestrian safety. We need a 
lot more sidewalks and bike/walk friendly roads.

The neighborhood has seem to become more pedestrian 
friendly, with a greater selection of businesses and 
services available within walking distance.  Most of this 
change has occurred in the last few years.

It is becoming more of an affordable (relatively-speaking) 
place for young couples and families to settle down.  The 
85th & Greenwood corridor has improved dramatically 
in the last couple of years.  Lots of great new restaurants 
and retailers.  As Ballard becomes what I call ‘Belltown 
North’, - overrun by new expensive condos and the 
people who can afford them -  the Greenwood corridor 
becomes even more desirable.      Phinney Ridge has 
always been nice.  The newer condos and businesses have 
integrated pretty nicely, but I wouldn’t want to see much 
more development up there.

I appreciate the support for small and local businesses--
there are very few chain restaurants and those we have 
tend to be local (Diva Espresso, Gorditos, etc.). It seems 
like there has been an uptick in these businesses is the 
last several years.

Traffic has increased significantly

Greenwood Park is a nice addition and the sidewalks in 
that part of the neighborhood make it more pedestrian 
friendly (although other parts of the neighborhood have 
been left out).  New businesses near 85th and Greenwood 
make nice neighborhood center & encourage walking and 
patronizing local businesses.  New library is great.

There have been a considerable amount of cookie cutter 
town houses built that are visually unattractive.  These 
have led to a marked increase in cars parked in the streets 
along with cars parked in the middle of sidewalks because 
driveways have not been made long enough.  There is 
more subsidized housing that has been built and as a 
result of that, a lot more vandalism and graffiti.

Feels like a great small walkable neighborhood.  I enjoy 
the farmer’s market on Friday evenings.  I like the 
updated Greenwood Library.  There is a great pilates 
studio that opened in the past year that I go to.  I enjoy 
the diversity of all the restaurants.

It has become more congested.  There are more 
restaurants/evening spots to bring visitors in for long 
periods of time.  With the congestion though this also 
brings more energy and vitality.

Traffic is much worse, many sidewalks are even more 
irregular than they were. Positive business growth in 
general.
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The “main street” area has made some great 
improvements.  The new businesses, the library, the 
farmers market, and art walk are fantastic!

LOTS more kids, a neighborhood Farmer’s MArket, more 
condos, more people, more businesses

Opening of Greenwood Park, improvements to areas in 
the immediate Greenwood and 85th area, new library

There are more housing units.  We have several areas 
where houses have been torn down and town houses 
have been built. This is adding to more parked cars on the 
street and traffic.

Street scape along Greenwood has improved; better 
visibility/integration with Aurora (thanks to GAIN); seems 
like both minor crime [graffiti, car theft, drug deals] and 
major crime [recent bank robberies, recent robberies 
of neighborhood businesses, assaults] are increasing; 
traffic along Greenwood at rush hour is a problem; 
neighborhood businesses, art walk, community events 
and farmer’s market are great

More retail has opened up - especially coffee shops, pubs 
and restaurants. All good as this has been generally of 
higher quality than shops that have closed down.    More 
higher density housing - single houses knocked down 
for townhomes and condos/apartments. Not against 
this as increasing density makes the neighborhood more 
interesting and vibrant. The only problem is parking 
is becoming more difficult.    Generally the area has 
improved since 2003 when I moved in. I like living here.

Commuter traffic traveling thru my neighborhood has 
increased. Younger families have moved in and are having 
kids.

I think Greenwood, which supposedly has the highest 
density of housing in Seattle, doesn’t need any more 
condos. It does need to have its downtown core 
revitalized, but I’m not certain that having a Fred Meyer 
megastore smack dab in the middle will do much more 
than bring more cars into the area.

It has generally improved

I have not lived in the neighborhood long enough to 
notice any apprciable change.  However, I’m encouraged 
by the growth of new businesses along Phinney/
Greenwood, such as the expansion of Ken’s Market and 
the proposed developments at Fred Meyers/Greenwood 
Market on 85th.

The Good:  Nuisance houses have been torn down and 
replaced with modern construction and neighbors 
who don’t deal drugs.  Parks have been built.  Both the 
Elementary school and the library got much needed 
face-lifts.  More families living in and walking around 
the neighborhood makes for pleasant encounters, and 
we have taken advantage of several opportunities to get 
to know our neighbors.      The Bad:    Pedestrian Safety.        
Drivers seem to have a blatant disregard for the speed 
limit and laws requiring them to stop for pedestrians.  
Getting across 3rd Ave NW as a pedestrian is next to 
impossible during rush hour.  Greenwood Ave is only 
slightly better.  Drivers have also developed the habit of 
using the bike lanes on 8th Ave NW to pass cars who’ve 
stopped for pedestrians in the crosswalks.  Aside from 
not stopping drivers routinely go 40+ MPH on 8th and 3rd 
and 30+ on many residential streets.  NW 73rd street is 
particularly bad.  More police on the street writing tickets 
for speeding and failure to yield to pedestrians is the best 
way to curtail this.  I would also like to see more traffic 
calming measures especially speed bump on residential 
streets.  The city should also consider blocking off more 
residential streets to through traffic to stop drivers from 
using residential streets as if they were arterials.    Graffiti     
This is another case where we just need more cops on 
the street.  It seems every morning there is a new tag 
somewhere.  I realize that the North Precinct is over 
stretched and I am in no way implying that the officers 
aren’t trying their best.  The simple fact is that this town 
needs more cops    Destruction of single family homes 
in favor of townhouses.  I realize that we need more 
density, but a big part of what makes living in Seattle so 
great is that (at least for now) you can live on a street with 
houses and yards and still walk to a business district for 
most of your shopping.  When there are vacant lots on 
Greenwood Ave there is no reason to allow a single family 
home on < 6,000 sq feet to be torn down and replaced 
with 5 townhouses.  Ditto for allowing every single family 
lot to be split into two lots via the DADO.  Stop trying 
to dismantle what makes Seattle such a great place to 
live especially when there is so much much multi-family 
zoned property with nothing but single story retail sitting 
on it.
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I live at 85th and Evanston in a condo building.  I’ve been 
there since early 2001.  A few years later I joined GAIN, 
a citizens’ group for neighborhood safety.  GAIN is less 
active now, but while we were taking regular walks 
around the neighborhood I think we made things safer.  
Traffic keeps getting worse, though.  And while this is 
intangible, I’d say there has been a decline in overall 
civility.

More traffic.  Better shopping.  Marginally safer for 
pedestrians. More diversity.  A few more parks.

Vibrant local businesses continue to thrive; more people 
are apparent on the streets; parks are getting better.

On the positive side, we have a new library, a couple of 
new parks, more street trees and the sidewalks have been 
improved. On the negative, traffic congestion is much 
worse (it’s difficult getting across Greenwood-Phinney 
just about any time of day now) and we have too many 
new four story condos with empty or not particularly 
street-friendly retail spaces below!

The renovation of the park at 87th and Fremont has 
been great, and I’ve been pleased to see sidewalks being 
added to Fremont at the park. I’ve been pleased to see 
new bars and restaurants opening up as wel. I am very 
disappointed that the the Greenwood Market will be 
closing in a year due to their lease running out and a 
newer, bigger Fred Mayer coming. I think the Fred Mayer 
we have right now is just great, and we don’t need it any 
bigger. I will not buy food there if and when they add the 
supermarket. Greenwood market is at least a small, local 
chain, and I want to support that. Plus, their food is much 
better than what I’ve seen at Fred Mayer’s.

Density has increased and traffic has worsened (most 
noticeably along NW 65th between Phinney and 8th 
Avenues).  There are some new amenities (library, parks, 
purchase of Phinney Neighborhood Center, addition 
of Phinney Farmers Market).  Efforts at improving 
green plantings along main corridor have not been very 
successful, except for Heart of Phinney Park adjacent to 
the PNC. There are vacant storefronts in “new” mixed-
use buildings that indicate rents are too high to be viable.  
High turnover among small businesses, but some of this 
is good - due to expansion of Ken’s Market, for example.  
Looking forward to a new fire station and redevelopment 
of Fred Meyer and McDonald’s sites.

Many more new construction homes and condos have 
been built than were previously. The retail scene along 
Phinney Ave/Greenwood Ave has changed face more 
than it has swelled or contracted. There has been some 
development in terms of parks and open spaces...but 
these seem to be mostly resident-initiated projects.

The bus to downtown has become impossible. I work 
near the stadiums and it now takes over an hour to get 
there and I have to stand the whole way. I can drive in 10 
minutes.    Storm water is an increasing issue as people 
pave over lots without mitigating for storm water. I think 
we should require smarter landscaping when people do 
this.    Fewer neat stores to walk to and more architects 
and other businesses that don’t add to the neighborhood.

The density and car traffic volumes have increased 
dramatically, without any additional safety 
accommodations for pedestrians or bicyclists living north 
of 85th.  The city’s lack of attention to residents that want 
and need to use their feet or bikes for transportation 
north of 85th is inexcusable, especially while permitting 
and focusing a huge increase in density.  Residential areas 
in Phinney Ridge have the highest level of sidewalk safety 
(full sidewalks on both sides of every street, traffic circles 
and handicap ramps), while those of us living North of 
85th have next to nothing, forcing us to walk down the 
middle of the street to get to the store, walk to work, or 
go anywhere in our neighborhood.

no
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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I’m pleased with safety and the great businesses/restaurants.

Like the new Greenwood Library, Greenwood Park and all the restaurants 
in the neighborhood

The addition of the new Library building has improved the neighborhood 
as well as the addition of several new small businesses in the main 
business district.

I like the lack of multi-use buildings in the Greenwood neighborhood. The 
few that exist blend well with the existing commerical district.

The community center is excellent, and the

I live near the 6th Ave pocket park.

i like the new restaurants and retail stores in greenwood. i no longer 
need to drive to ballard or northgate because everything i need is within 
walking distance!

The expansion of Ken’s is mostly an improvement since the demise of the 
Greenwood Market is so sad. Fred Kroger Meyer wins I guess.

Glad we have a library and post office here. I wish the post office were 
open on saturdays. Glad we have so many shops and restaurants, but 
most of them need to serve the locals better. We have too much coffee 
but nowhere to actually get breakfast.

other things respondents 
are pleased about:

• Walkability
• SIDEWALKS and CURB RAMPS
• family presence
• More sidewalks going in!
• The Farmer’s Market
• More high density living - very 
good
• Greenwood Ave
• Sidewalks
• my neighbors
• Greenwood Aurora Involved 
Neighbors
• Our neighbors are fantastic.
• recent tree planting efforts
• art walk, farmers’ market
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Greenwood Park has turned-out nicely.  Piper’s Creek 
project is big improvement visually, just need to move 
forward with the Fred Meyer project and replace the old 
McDonald’s location.  Oh, and please tear down that old 
Pizza Hut on 85th (can you say “eyesore” !?!)

Shopping area on Greenwood Ave is great; N of 85th is 
much improved.  Bike lanes on the Ridge are sweet.  Love 
the Greenwood library and PNA.  Greenwood Park and 
Linden P-Patch - love them.

neighborhood activities such as Art Walk.

Greenwood park, new development on 1st, new library, 
lots of new shops and restaurants

New library is great! Greenwood Park is great, some 
safety issues at night. Business district is more lush. New 
sidewalks are good, more more more please!

Love the 6th Avenue Pocket Park.  We need more of these 
little pocket parks.

I love living in a neighborhood that has everything I could 
need within walking distance, including 4 parks/schools 
with play areas for my kid.

The new apartments behind 85th behind Bartells look 
great.

I wish there were a dog park, but the parks are pretty 
good.

I’m happy to see sidewalks being added (although there 
is a long way to go), more restaurants popping up along 
Greenwood Ave., I believe safety in most cases is getting 
better.

Work done to develop and link Greenwood Park to the 
community has been positive.    Currently, Greenwood 
has the potential to support it’s residents and encourage 
sustainable housing and business growth.  There are 
many amenities within walking distance, including the 
library, the post office, parks, locally owned retail shops, 
food markets, mercantile shops, restaurants & pubs.

Greenwood Library is fantastic and a great resource. 
Greenwood Park is also a great little oasis--it will be even 
better if it is expanded as planned.

I like the walkability of the neighborhood and the mix 
between single family homes and smaller, denser units.

I like that the neighborhood is safe, with a mix of 
residential and business

I love Greenwood park.  It is within walking distance and 
is beautiful.  We had the opportunity to participate in 
helping plant in the park before it opened.  It was fun to 
improve our community.

I’m lucky to have the zoo/greenlake right down the street 
so I am pleased with the parks as well but they have not 
undergone any changes.

maintaining, improving existing parks is very good. there 
are actually new parks being created.

The library is wonderful.

I love all the sidewalks being put in. We try to walk as 
much as possible here because everything is so close. I 
also am pleased with the new Library.

Greenwood seems to be a pretty healthy neighborhood 
for both large and small business.

I love Greenwood Park and the new Greenwood Library.  I 
want to see Bus Rapid Transit start soon on Aurora.

I like that we have Sandel and Greewood parks in the 
neighborhood.

Love the new library and pocket parks.  Hoping for an 
upgrate at woodland playarea (I think that’s the name, 
north of the zoo)  Business district is much improved 
along Greenwood with many good local restaurants and 
shops and no chain invasion so far.

Love the new park, but still no sidewalks to get to it.  
Senior Center and boys and girls club within a block 
and no safe way to get to the park or these community 
facilities.  BOys and Girls Club seems to function WAY 
below its potential.

I think the new buildings have been built in a thoughtful 
way with consideration to there impact on the 
neighborhood.

Bus service has improved. More bike lanes have been 
added

I like having more to walk to as far as restaurants and 
shops. The new library is really nice in Greenwood. The 5 
and the 44 has always been a great bus line.
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I use a wheelchair. There are many blocks without 
curbcuts, and some blocks are chewed up and badly 
paved and need MAJOR repair.  When new stuff comes in, 
at least they have to put in new sidewalks (even if those 
sidewalks are often VERY difficult to ride over in a chair. 
You should try it.)

Love the new library and plans for fire station. Great local 
businesses have added to the charm.

I love how bus accessible this area is. It is so fast to get 
downtown via bus from this neighborhood!

I’m happy to see more parks being developed, but 
the parks need to be more developed and residents 
encouraged to use them.  There are too many 
transients living in cars near the parks which makes 
me uncomfortable as a single woman to use most of 
our neighborhood parks.  The new library was a great 
addition.

There is a world of difference between Phinney and 
Greenwood.  I love the library and pocket park on 6th and 
76th, but we live in a place that has no close large park.  
I’m very excited for the new park on 9th and 70th to be 
completed, but it looks like the completion date is far off.

It is nice to see so many buildings occupied and active, 
and the city should do more to encourage business 
development.

Remodeled  libraries are great

small business community is a stength, but also needs 
improvement/support for growth and sustainability.    
Favorite improvement is the library!

I like the fact that I can shop for just about all my 
necessities in the neighborhood.  I also like some of the 
new condo buildings but am concerned that their retail 
spaces are still empty.

I can walk to a neighborhood center, library, stores, 
restaurants.

Parks Dept. does a terrific job of taking care of Sandel 
Park.  New library is great!  Sr. Center is thriving under 
Phinney Neighborhood Assoc.

i LOVE woodland park, especially the park that’s on 
phinney just northwest of the north entrance to the zoo.  
it’s great to have a park so close to home, especially one 
with a variety of options (field to play on, toys for the 
kids, basketball hoops, etc.)  i use the ballard facilities 
more (library mostly) than the greenwood one, as i find 
it’s a better bldg. for me to be in light-wise.  i love all 
the local independent stores that are along phinney/
greenwood, and relish that there are few to no national/
international chains (though 7-11 fits into that category, 
they can come in handy for late-night/early-morning 
needs and/or gas.)

We love the library and the easy access to Metro (48 and 
358 for us).  We love Greenwood Market and are worried 
that it might go away (though Fred Meyer is handy to 
have as well)

Love the library! Love PNA!  Happy to have more parks. 
Buisiness success has been mixed. Would like to see a 
more vibrant commercial district.

http://www.surveymonkey.com/img/t.gif

The increased density in Greenwood is great.  Increased 
pedestrian traffic is a good thing.

Definitely like the businesses that have opened up on 
Greenwood (esp north of 85th) and on 65th near 8th NW.     
Also like the new parks!

good libraries, stores and bus service

I love the walkable community on Greenwood and the 
neighborhood activities. The pocket parks are great and I 
love walking around the neigborhood.

great job with converting fields to synthetic turf for 
durability and upgrading community centers and high 
schools.

Good feel to the neighborhood.

new library is great, new park is great

Great to have new sidewalks on Greenwood Ave but it 
needs to continue 2 more blocks north to connect with 
the existing sidewalk at N. 92nd.  Love the park and am 
looking forward to continued development.  The pea 
patch will be great.

New library is great, walking to restaurants/cafes is great!
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I honestly haven’t seen much of anything improve in the 
15 years I’ve lived here.  Not everything has gotten worse.  
Piper Village is certainly much better than it could have 
been (especially the swales and retention ponds), and if 
it fills with local business instead of chain stores that will 
be good.  But I miss the fabric and thrift stores.   I guess 
Greenwood Park is an improvement, but it’s too far for 
me to walk, and if I’m going to do a bus expedition, I’m 
more likely to go to the Arboretum or the Zoo.  If the new 
library had been put where McDonald’s was, I’d use it a 
lot, but as it is, it’s much easier to get to Green Lake (one 
bus, not two.)

I really appreciate the great bus routes in the area 
(particularly the Metro 28 and 5 routes) and the bike 
route conections to the Burke-Gilman Trail.

Library is quite nice, as is Greenwood Park. My wonderful 
neighbors are one of the main reasons I would not want 
to leave this neighborhood.

I like Greenwood Park, it’s a great place for kids, but 
Sandel park has been neglected.  The library is great.

The library is wonderful and Ilove love love walking to 
reataurants and stores.  It is one of my top priorities when 
buying a house (next to price).  I am just nervous that the 
few stores, bars, restaurants we do have will move to 
another area.  The GW area seems to be stagnant in it’s 
growth and upkeep

Piperscreek is a great new addition due to the planting 
and natural surrounding areas that have created a park 
setting.  The Greenwood library is a great addition, but 
too small for the size of the new buidling.   Wish the space 
had been utilized better.

I like living in a neighborhood that has stuff (restaurants, 
bars, shops, etc.) that I want to walk to.  Greenwood 
seems to be moving (slowly) in that direction.

New library, new Park nearby. New vendors.

While I don’t visit the Greenwood library ( see note re: 
transportation), because of lack of parking ( I do visit the 
Ballard library), I appreciate that we have the resources 
of centers like the Phinney Neighborhood center 
community.

I appreciate the diversity of the businesses.

I think KCMetro service to our neighborhood is great. I 
think the 5 takes way too long to get downtown (milkrun) 
with excessive stops in Phinney ($$$) and Fremont ($$$$) 
but other than that-Thanks Metro.

Especially pleased with the street trees on Greenwood, 
and the change from four-lane to two-lanes with a central 
turn lane. That change right there changed the tone of 
the whole neighborhood to a pedestrian friendly place.

Our Sandle Park community has been a nice quite 
neighborhood.

Top notch library is located nearby. Several new 
multifamily/mixed use projkects have developed. I think 
this area can handle more density and would be greatly 
improved by it.

I’m nervous about the Fred Meyer issue.  Their ‘urban 
village’ plan looks better than just a big box with a 
parking lot, but still doesn’t quite seem to fit.  Nobody 
seems to have good information about what is going 
to happen with the water and drainage - we don’t want 
more Safeway issues.

I enjoy the sidewalks that have been placed in the 
community.  We need more!!    Greenwood Aurora 
Involved Neighbors has been a way for the community 
to connect and for the neighbors to build a network for 
crime prevention

Housing is somewhat affordable, the bus is on time 
(very easy to gain access to downtown) and the library is 
rather nice.  The community center (at Green Lake) is a 
tad expensive and out of the way.  If there are any other 
community centers nearby, I don’t know of them, and 
they aren’t heavily advertised or spoken about.

The neighborhood is lively, but not too noisy - which is 
great.

The businesses are more diverse. Kens’ Market caters to 
neighborhood. Santoror’s books is one of the family. The 
PNA: Farmers Market and Pocket Park are great. New 
library is awesome.

When the drug dealers aren’t out, Greenwood park is a 
fun place to take the kids. We also love Woodland Park, 
Greenlake Park, and Linden Orchard.
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I like having more new businesses in the area, making it 
feasible to walk to store/restaurants in lieu of having to 
drive outside of the neighborhood

see previous comments

The new library is awesome. The housing is affordable 
and convenient.

Affordable housing, good bus routes, Greenwood library, 
“Downtown Greenwood” and Phinney Ridge Community 
are all great.

I think our parks are nice and well maintained, and I can 
only say I’d like to see even more.

I really enjoy the design of the park that is adjcent to the 
p-patch at the corner of N 67th st and Linden Ave.  The 
frequency of route 358 bus has increased significantly 
lately.

The library is excellent and there are many busses in the 
area.

We have amazing parks & public facilities with lots of 
local resources.

The Greenwood Library is an outstanding resource.

The business district is getting better.  More businesses 
have moved in to vacant spaces.  We could use a bakery.  I 
will hate to lose the Greenwood Market.

The improvements are a result of bond measures, but the 
city budget has been ineffective in directing resources 
towards neighborhood priorities.

I LOVE that the city recently planted trees along Linden 
Ave and surrounding streets. I also love the Greenwood 
Library.

The following are great: Linden Orchard park & pea 
patch, library, Phinney farmers’ market, art walk, Phinney 
center (has been around for a long time, but is getting 
better all the time)

people on my Block get a long well and all have same 
complaint. Traffic and Parking.

New parks, a few new sidewalks - would sure love more. 
As a kid, I remember it was promised to Greenwood 
citizens, and yet, here we are 50 years later and not 
many new sidewalks.    Shops that I can walk to in my 
neighborhood - local businesses not huge corporations. I 
like that.

I like the new library and the business district’s mix of 
shops, dive bars and restaurants.

The Greenwood/Phinney strip is walkable and pleasant, 
retail is thriving and residential areas are improving. 
Sidewalks would help in many residential areas, and 
transit could use a few improvements but is overall fairly 
good.

I love alll of the green spaces and I know all of my 
neighbors. The Businesses on Greenwood are wonderful 
not to mention I love how there are festivals every 
weekend (or at least it seems).

Broadview Library remodel: lovely!  Carkeek park: great!  
Crown Hill Elementary School: terrific!  Green Grid 
projects: fabulous!

It’s good to see the old, worn, neglected buildings 
replaced with more attractive units. That said, I’d prefer 
single family homes with gardens over townhomes with 
no yards at all.

Love the walkability of the neighborhood for recreational 
and household amenities (i.e. video stores, dry cleaners, 
restaurants, grocery, etc...)

Greenwood Park. Also, some new sidewalks

Glad to see a number of new businesses coming into the 
neighborhood.

I love the variety found in the commercial areas up 
Phinney/Greenwood, along 65th and along 85th. I can 
walk to several different types of areas and find a variety 
of shops, restaurants, bars and services in all ranges of 
price and quality.

New library is great, as is the Phinney Center.  The 
Business district is improving, though could still benefit 
from vitalization.

the greenwood library is wonderful!!!
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• Rush hour traffic on 85th
• Lack of sidewalks
• SIDEWALKS; alleys
• lack of community center
• Lack of sidewalk improvements, 
particularly west of Greenwood ave, North 
of 85th.
• SIDEWALKS!!!!
• lack of sidewalks north of 85th
• aurora avenue needs some cleaning, 
police presence needs to be felt.
• traffic and speeding
• Increased vehicle traffic on residential 
streets, lack of sidewalks
• Aurora
• schools

• general infrastruction:  sidewalks, lights 
(you need more with no sidewalks), 
drainage all need improvement.
• parking
• Aurora Ave
• traffic jams at 85th and Greenwood 
specifically
• lack of development for existing parks
• CRIME - drugs, prostitiution and graffiti
• Four story buildings with empty retail 
space on first floor
• Sidewalks
• traffic enforcement
• Continuity of infrastructure improvements
• No sidewalks in the residential areas of 
Greenwood!

• Can’t think of anything
• ugly empty lots that get trashed
• Pedestrian amenities, especially 
sidewalks
• snow and ice removal
• pedestrian safety
• The looming Fred Meyer development
• Enforce zoning and code laws.
• lack of sidewalks and parking strips
• Crime
• Graffitti
• I hope this doesn’t turn into condoville.  
The houses around here are lovely; the 
condos aren’t.
• the need for sidewalks

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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I’m dissatisfied with the progress of the sidewalks north of 87th...this needs to happen faster. We have a great 
neighborhood, but it does not feel safe to walk north! Also, please we need to keep Greenwood Market open!!!!! This is 
by far the best grocery store ever.

i would like Greenwood to be more walkable

Don’t like the lack of sidewalks NW of 85th and Greenwood, graffitti at Greenwood Park, drunk homeless people 
wandering through.

Use of public transportation (to downtown) has increased more rapidly than capacity has been added resulting in 
overcrowding.  The overcrowding is pushing people back to single occupant cars.  There is a great opportunity in the 
neighborhood to add public transit capacity and new local business to reduce the need for car trips.
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The addition of apartment/condo/townhouse structures in 
the neighborhood on the existing street grid overwhelm 
the streets.

By “Safety” I am referring to automobile traffic levels.

new condos are replacing affordable rental apartments 
along geenwood ave/phinney ave.

Bus service is good if you want to go downtown, but 
abysmal if you want to go to Fremont, which is where I 
work. It is rarely on schedule, and on the commute home 
can be up to 30 min late. (For a bus that runs every 30 min, 
waiting for an hour to catch a bus is unacceptable.)

It is NOT safe to walk in my neighborhood (2nd ave and 
nw 95th st). There are NO sidewalks. Cars drive too fast on 
2nd ave. I’m concerned increased housing development 
will lead to more fast cars. We need sidewalks in my 
neighborhood NOW.

It’s too easy to split up single house lots into multiple boxes.  
This happens all over greenwood and diminishes the quality 
of the neighborhood.

It would be great to have a light rail stop here, 85th and 
Greenwood

The pocket park on 76th is a waste of space. Poor design. 
Satisfies only neighbors within adjacent block.

Vandalism is up. So many houses in bad shape.

Need sidewalks on 3rd Ave north of 85th. Too many 
pedestrians and too many speeders equal an accident 
waiting to happen. Not enough police presence near Sandel 
Park. Too much blatant drug use and dealing.

Big disappointment that the Monorail project was not built; 
would have been great to hop over to 85th & 15th NW and 
get on a train to Downtown.

Aurora is still brutal.  Lots of potholes - terrifying for cyclists 
(not so much on the Ridge, but elsewhere).  Navigating 
intersection at Greenwood and 85th is still terrible and it 
isn’t a great place for pedestrians.

Lack of attention to Sandel Park’s playground, lack of 
sidewalks between area N of 85th and W of Greenwood Ave

Need more police patrols.

Lack of sidewalks north of 85th is a serious issue for me. 
It’s a safety issue for people walking in the neighborhood 
and has caused some serious parking problems on the 
street.    Also, alleys are not maintained north of 85th. 
there is no pavement in the alleys and some are in terrible 
shape. it’s becoming a place where people throw waste 
and are hiding out to do drugs.

Condo development requires oversight. #5 bus is (and 
has been since I moved here in 2001) the most unreliable 
form of transport in the city, often late, often crowded 
and too many stops between here and downtown. 
Route should be broken up. Lack of sidewalks presents a 
constant safety hazard (people walking down the center 
of the street) chaotic parking patterns, unclear property 
boundaries. More sidewalks please, help Greenwood be 
the walking neighborhood it can be!

There are still many reesidential streets with no 
sidewalks  - My kids and I are forced to walk in the street 
whenever we choose to walk to our destination.  This 
does not encourage a neighborhood feel or create a safe 
environment for kids/families.

All the new condos north of 85th, between Aurora and 
Greenwood Ave., are mostly unattractive.

Next time you change any traffic in our area try asking the 
people who use the area what they think.  Do not just rely 
on the people on your staff or public committies.  Go out 
on the street with a clipboard and ask pedestrians, bikers 
and drivers who use the streets what they think!!!!!

Neighborhood is still emerging and much of it is still 
crusty.  Would love to see one of these stores turnover 
into a decent sandwich shop.  I also think the Greenwood 
benches program was a horrible failure b/c of where 
they put the benches - either facing the businesses or 
looking out at the traffic, where they need to be is against 
the buildings so you can sample the pedestrian traffic.  
Please also continue to install wheelchair ramps at all the 
intersections - especially along Greenwood

Too much focus on not wanting things to change and 
to keep things “old Seattle” makes for eyesores along 
the neighborhood. Dissatisfied with safety with the 
previously mentioned drug traffic.

I feel like the alleys and proximity to Aurora lend the 
neighborhood to susceptibility to crime.
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It was disappointing to see that the City doesn’t 
implement Street Edge Alternatives (SEA) or another 
similar methods when installing sidewalks to minimize 
impervious surfaces and introduce more vegetation.      
The Phinney Ridge Neighborhood Association provides 
a great service but is unfortunately located at the south 
end of the long Residential Urban Village and outside 
the Town Center.  The Town Center needs a community 
center or a place for people to gather.      Greenspaces 
along Greenwood Ave. and 85th St. would encourage 
pedestrian activity and provide relief from the massive 
concrete & asphalt impervious surfaces.  Greenwood’s 
business district is linear, which in itself is not necessarily 
a negative.  However, Greenwood Ave. is a narrow street 
and 85th St. is a narrow busy arterial street that do not 
allow or encourage activating the sidewalks around 
businesses.  Thus walking along either of these streets 
is preferable only when there is a reason to go there.  
Greenwood should have parks and greenspaces along 
these streets to reduce impervious surfaces (improving 
drainage to Pipers Creek), soften the edges of the 
vehicular circulation adjacent pedestrian circulation.  The 
number of crosswalks along Greenwood Ave. and 85th St. 
should be increased so they are not perceived as barriers.     
There is a lack of garbage cans along the length of 
Greenwood Ave. and 85th St.  Without these garbage on 
the streets encourages more littering.    Neighborhood 
streets should have traffic calming measures put in place 
where they are adjacent higher traffic flow streets.

Price of housing.

In order for Greenwood-Phinney to become a true Urban 
Village pedestrian safety needs to be paramount better 
sidewalks and curbs need to be installed.

I am very concerned about homogeneous development. 
As with many neighborhoods in Seattle, there seem to be 
a lot of apartment and condo complexes without much 
personality or aesthetic connection to the area. High-
density living arrangements are more sustainable than 
single-family units, that’s true--but unless they fit in with 
the neighborhood (design, not-too-big, conducive to 
supporting local businesses), it isn’t worth it.

In my ideal world, there would be more/better bus service 
south of 85th Street.  Unless you are going downtown 
or to Northgate, you have to plan for at least one bus 
transfer.

I would love to see more dense development around 
some of the key streets, with more multiple unit condo 
or apartment buildings with commercial units on the 
ground floor. I would welcome a redevelopment of the 
current Fred Meyer property. I would love for there to be 
more bike lanes or bike only streets. More parks or easier 
access to Green Lake would be great.

I’d like to see better public transportation service in 
the area--currently two routes (5 and 28) serve the 
neighborhood, but buses seem few and far between.  It 
would be great to encourage either bus rapid transit 
or street car service up 8th or Phinney/Greenwood--
something that would have priority through intersections 
and streetlights and would not be subject to traffic 
delays.

I am very distressed that all the buidlings being built 
(homes and businesses) are so cheap and ugly.  I 
understand some buildings need to be economical, but 
there should also be a mix and some middle of the road 
and luxury buidlings should be going up, too.  I don’t see 
those and much of what makes the neighborhood so 
interesting is the quality buildings from the past (mostly 
homes and apartments) that have so much character and 
have stood the test of time - providing beautiful housing 
for nearly a century.

I know it is a common them in North Seattle, but the lack 
of sidewalks is unacceptable.  I have a really hard time 
walking with my two children down Dayton in the street.  
People drive sometimes as fast as 40-50 miles down this 
and other streets (including mine- 101st).  There are a lot 
of families in our neighborhood who have to walk in the 
street and that is unacceptable.

I’m not super satisfied with the number of new condos 
going up in the old neighborhoods

if the police are taking anti-gang actions, they need to 
somehow publicize this. my neighbors are afraid of gangs 
and gangs seem to be around, increasingly.

I would like to see Greenwood Park patrolled more often 
from dusk ‘til dawn.

The area around Fred Meyer on 85th could use some 
sprucing up but I know there are some plans in the works, 
at least for the store.
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I personally don’t feel comfortable in any of the parks 
in Greenwood.  In terms of safety, I am always in favor 
of more police presence.  And while we have several 
community facilities, they don’t feel especially welcoming 
to me.

I would like to see the development of more businesse 
on Greenwood Ave. North of 87th.  I would like to see 
sidewalks in our neighborhoods.  I would like to see 
further development of Sandel Park.

Bus 358 needs lots of improvements in our corridor.  I am 
anticipating the beginning of Bus Rapid Transit.

Like the rest of the city, Greenwood has grown too fast 
and without much careful planning. Safety is becoming 
more of a concern as neighborhoods in Seattle chase 
criminals from their neighborhoods into adjacent ones. 
It’s fairly easy to go north or south by bus but very difficult 
to go east-west.

Getting people moving to and around the neigborhood is 
a real problem. See previous comment.

Transportation has not improved, the major bus route (5) 
is ok but often crowded and unreliable.  Also too slow to 
downtown unless riding the express.  Crime seems to be 
on the rise, particularly around 85th.

Still piecemealing away, with no clear organized 
methodology for citizens to make change and work 
on bettering their neighborhood.  Still unsure why we 
have to “fight” to get basic infrastructure.  I worked for 
2 years on trying to organize my block/neighborhood 
which is very motivated resourceful and connected 
group and still, to this day, I couldn’t tell you how to get 
sidewalks unless you have a law degree and a strong 
connection to city council members...seems that SDOT 
is pretty overburdened bureacratically and is one of 
the least efficient and most costly and poorly managed 
departments I have seen.  SDOT needs to get up to speed 
and stop quoting outrageous sums of money ($500,000) 
for a block of sidewalks....pedestrian pathways and 
planting strips could be done for a FRACTION of the cost.  
Why can’t we at least get THAT????

Need more “pedestrian friendly” development along 
85th west of Greenwood Ave. Right now it is a rather 
unpleasant area in which walk due to the lack of any kind 
of buffer between the sidewalk and the street.

walking can be a challenge around some areas specifically 
around the zoo on 50th, Greenlake Way and Stone Way 
and 46th streets, crossing Market on the hill. Cars drive 
really fast cutting through neighborhood to get to Market 
from 46th or 50th streets. It would nice to have more safe 
places to play on the western edge or the mapped area. 
Perhaps the West Woodland playground could include 
play equipment for younger kids? Ross playground also 
is more for older kids than younger ones. West Woodland 
is nice but gets vandalized so that it seems there isn’t 
as much to play on there compared to other play areas. 
The new buildings being built don’t have very pleasing 
architecture. They are just big blocks, in my opinion. I 
don’t understand why newer buildings often seem so void 
of any style.

As stated on previous page, we have new development 
we don’t need, and people blocking the upgrades of 
buildings we already have.  We have an increase of real 
crime (armed robbery), yet when I call police about a man 
who accosted me on the street in front of my own house, 
no one ever shows up. What’s the point of improving 
parks if we can’t send our kids to them because they are 
getting mugged in the middle of the day for their cell 
phones?

I live close to Aurora Ave., and there’s still a lot of room 
for improvement there.  In some stretches, it’s like one 
big used car lot.  I still find used condoms from prostitutes 
when I walk my dogs through the alleys.

There are far too many ticky-tacky buildings going up 
and needing repair. There is little attention paid to the 
sinking of the sidewalks, and drainage. I’ve watched one 
planting strip get dug up at least 4 times. The condos 
cannot possibly be selling in a bad economy. They are all 
exactly the same - gray and taupe and dull and boring and 
cheaply made.

seems like more and more homeless are roaming the 
streets, and more random violence (or just more publicity 
with the growth of blogs!)

I live on N. 84th and the amount of traffic and high speeds 
that people drive is unsafe. I’m currently working with 
SDOT but I wish there was more we could do.  I’m also 
concerned about the proposed larger bus stop at the 
corner of N.84th and Aurora. This larger bus shelter is 
going to be a spot even more prositution and drug deals 
that already occur there.

Lots of car thefts and car-breakins in our neighborhood
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There are way too many questionable characters living 
in our parking lots and on the streets.  Crime has gotten 
worse and the number of transient cars/camper-vans has 
sky-rocketed!  The police do nothing about this which 
is frustrating.  It devalues our neighborhood and our 
homes and is a huge safety concern.  There are too many 
new apartments (as opposed to condos) being built with 
the new developments around 85th & Greenwood.  I 
would love to see more owner-occupied housing which 
would give a boost to the community.  I love love love 
Greenwood market and do not want to see it disappear 
and become a big-box Fred Meyer.  This absolutely does 
not fit with our ultimate neighborhood plan of promoting 
small businesses and walk-ability.

The plans to re-do the Fred Myer area of Greenwood are 
horrible. They would add tons of traffic and completely 
change the feel of the neighborhood.

Those town homes are AWFUL.  I came from San 
Francisco and Portland which has great townhomes, 
but Seattle’s are all horrible looking and useless.  I’d like 
to see a more walkable business district in Greenwood.  
Both Phinney and Greenwood’s business districts are 
pretty dirty and filled with grafitti.  We need more parks 
and a pool.  The crossings along Third Avenue are terrible!  
Give us some marked crosswalks along Third.  Stop the 
speeding and crime!

Cars come absolutely whipping around my block 
(Greenwood between 65th and 64th) to cut the light 
at 65th and Phinney. I am always afraid that my kids or 
someone else’s kids will get hit by a person so intent on 
busting the light.

SIDEWALKS!!  Greenwood has been a part of Seattle 
for over 100 years, and still does not have a regular 
grid of sidewalks.  It is a major public safety issue.    Too 
many functional sites are still vacant and underutilized.  
Buildings stand empty for years- there should be greater 
incentives for making use of property (and greater 
disincentives for leaving them vacant/abandoned).

I’d like to see an effort for more parks and more shops/
restaurants.

Greenwood has not community center. We need one to 
have better venues and more variety of participations for 
events

Greenwood Park is nice, but Sandel park is floundering 
and is actually closer to the Greenwood high density 
and use areas. I’m looking forward to the park levy 
improvements to Sandel and better us of the park - safe 
waling cooridors to parks from center and also events 
the draw to better use of parks.    The business district 
need significant revitalization - ther are brown fields and 
vacant buildings. We need to foster improvements and 
desperately need to work with Fred Meyer and others in 
redevelopment that includes civic facilities - play areas, 
meeting areas, all-age-friendly services (eg, YMCA).

My house has experienced burglary, theft and graffiti in 
the past 4 years for 1st time ever.   More transients are 
hanging out in the neighborhood than ever before.

North end of the neighorhood (more renters and fewer 
home owners) gets very little in improvements or services

We need sidewalks and better bus service (esp. route 48).

Buses should run every 10 min. 5am to midnight

It appears that the  neighborhood doe not support any 
real alternatives to buying food in a supermarket.

As a daily bus rider, I have seen bus service cut along 
Greenwood/Phinney. Particulary, the #5 has seen cuts in 
service. Passengers have had to petition KC metro to get 
service back. There seems to be no process to address bus 
service. With strong developement along Phinney and 
Greenwood Avenue, I have not seen improvements for 
pedestrians crossing the street. More traffic has made it 
more difficult to cross this major street.

too many new condo buildings that look ugly/don’t fit in 
with the look of the neighbourhood, don’t seem to fill up 
very fast, and are way out of any price range i could ever 
dream of affording.    i am VERY lucky to be a renter in 
a very affordable house in the neighbourhood - i would 
LOVE to purchase/live in the area, but fear that i won’t 
ever be able to afford to own, unless there’s a multi-
unit house that has been converted into separate units 
which i could buy with friend(s) at some point.  being 
unemployed certainly doesn’t help.    also when reading 
the local (“micro”) blogs i am getting more and more 
concerned about property theft - seems that there’s a 
lot of crime going on in the area, and it’s hard to balance 
keeping the house at a cool level (especially during the 
recent heat wave) with keeping the windows shut and 
locked to prevent loss of items from theft.
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More homeless living in cars along Phinney near the Zoo

The drive by drug deals are frustrating. Parks/open space 
seem far from where we are (82&Linden), but I don’t 
know where you would put one near us.  It’s nice to be 
near Green Lake.  Aurora is convenient but just icky--it 
would be great to have more PCC and less empty car lot 
and to have some plantings in the median.

Making 90th into effectively an arterial (by installing left 
turn signal @ 90th & Aurora and installing signal at 90th 
& Greenwood) and not putting in sidewalks was a poor 
decision and not consulting with neighbors was a bad 
approach.

Seems to be more crime, but maybe this is more related 
to the economy than anything else. Bus service to 
downtown is pretty good. Sure do wish light rail would 
swing near Greenwood.

No infrastructure improvements to area surrounding 
business district or business nodes have occured.  If no 
sidewalks are going to be built, then lighting and street 
cleaning need to incease.  Drainage can be a problem 
in some areas.  New developments were not required 
to ‘finish the block’ as far as sidewalks are concerned.  
85th & Greenwood are both major arterials and should 
stay that way, the more effort made to slow them down, 
moves more cars to side streets which creates hazards 
for pedestrians (since there are no sidewalks).  Recognize 
where cars should be and where pedestrians should be 
and develop accordingly.

Although I generally agree with higher density it is 
frustrating that so few parking spots/apartment are 
required. I would like to see MORE high density around 
the Urban village (townhomes/condos/apartments) but 
there need to be a higher ratio of parking/apartment so 
that visitors to the area can park somewhere near the 
Urban Village. This is not a huge problem now but will 
become one and so I’d like to get it on the radar screen.

many of the parks are used for campers and transients 
who are homeless, gang activities and other illegal uses

no sidewalks north of 85th on Greenwood ave, too high 
of speed on residential sidewalks, no sports facilities, no 
pool, SIDEWALKS is a  huge issue. I am about to have a 
baby and am scared to think about how we will walk to 
the park.

In the neighborhood it is evident that there are several 
slum landlords still in the neighborhood (between 
greenwood and 99). Also some of the Aurora auto 
business’s are using 92nd as their own private parking 
lot. Leaving automobiles parked on the street for days. 
Aurora business storefronts lack an overall vision and 
seem to foster a since of independent store owners with 
no clear vision for the community. The sidewalks on 99 
need buffer zones between the sidewalks and the street 
even if it is just a little patch of grass. Not to mention the 
road dividers should have trees planted in them not just 
cement.

With the influx of town homes and limited off-street 
parking,  there is much more street congestion and road 
wear.

I covered most of this in the earlier question.    That 
Kroger/Fred Meyer is probably going to get away with 
booting out Greenwood Market and build a revolting 
big box speaks volumes.  G.M. is a local grocery store 
that treats their employees very well, buys many local 
products and keeps the profits in the regions, and they 
need to stay here rather than forcing people to -drive- to 
Central Market or Ballard Market to get the same good 
products and service.  We don’t need yet more national 
cooky-cutter chain stores.  All kroger/fred meyer profits 
go back east, they don’t stay here.  The new development 
is totally out of scale with the neighborhood.  It’s 
going to increase traffic drastically and make being a 
pedestrian even more dangerous than it already is.  It will 
increase noise levels from customers and service trucks 
to intolerable.    Open space:  I’d love to be able to go 
to Carkeek Park occasionally, but the entrance road is 
impossibly dangerous for pedestrians, and the path down 
from near Holman Road is impossible for my knees.  (No I 
can’t ‘just drive’--I don’t own a car.)

Every new development is reviewed alone without any 
consideration as to the cumulative impact on traffic, etc.  
Of course, each condo doesn’t create unmanageable 
traffic, but five of them do.

Disappointed that bus transportation is our only mass 
transit option.  Would also like to resolve issue with 
Burke-Gilman trail (as a bike commuter).

Not sure how to solve it except to open a n/s lane to the 
east of greenwood, in the same way 3rd ave nw serves as 
a relief valve for congestion
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Transportation: Disgusting bus stops with litter and few 
shelters.  Unsafe crosswalks with no signals on 4 lane 
arterials.  Inconsistent bus service.  No sidewalks.  Bike 
lanes on busy streets are for commuter mostly male 
adults, not the rest of us.  We’re missing out on transit 
solutions.  Lost our monorail and not we are off the grid 
of service for lightrail.  Develop preferred quiet routes 
for walking and biking like 6th NW and 1st NW.  Get our 
Green Street developed to be green through the town 
center and further.  Stop the “freeway ramps” like 85th st.  
Put parking off-peak on 85th to channel it down during 
non-peak.  They took a 60’ ROW and crammed a 4 lane 
freeway ramp into it.  85th acts like one long freeway 
ramp from Crown Hill to I-5.  That doesn’t work.  At least 
slow the speed limit through the business district and 
urban village.  It ruins the edge of our town center to have 
that gash and there’s much to do to fix it.    Housing:  Too 
much single family housing.  The urban village should 
not stretch out in a line.  Cluster a commercial area at 
the south end of the urban village and sever Greenwood 
and Phinney into 2 different planning areas so that 
Greenwood can get some goodies and be the urban place 
it really wants to be.  If Phinney wants to just be a little 
bedroom community they can have it, I live in the city 
to be in a city not a suburb.  Certainly it’s not sustainable 
envirnomentally, economically, or socio-culturally to hold 
all this land stock in SF housing much of it so spread out 
that everyone drive to get everywhere.  That’s a disaster 
environmentally---1 person / 5,000 sf?  1 person / 3,500 
sf?  Horrible.  In general, Phinney is not Greenwood.  
Greenwood is not Phinney so if they could become 
separate planning areas then Phinney would have to get 
alot denser to get goodies.  I think it’s a huge shame that 
PNA is in such a SF neighborhood when we have nothing 
in Greenwood.  PNA is great and all, but if you can only 
have one hub, it should be to serve the most people and 
the people who need the most.  The combined planning 
area of Greenwood-Phinney really scews the numbers.  
Phinney is an affluent white neighborhood that gets to 
count less white and poorer Greenwood in its stats and 
that brings goodies to them.  I don’t agree with that.  
Get more (not cookie cutter 4 pack townhouses with 
driveways up the middle) multi-family housing that is 
creative, and sustainable, and humane.  Can’t Seattle do 
better?  I’m embarrassed.         Safety:  The streets have 
cars that move too fast.  The youth are falling through 
the cracks.  No one is serving them.  Teenagers are 
tossed in the trash basically.  Not nearly enough early 
childhood education opportunities for anyone but the 
rich.  Not nearly enough summer enrichment / education 
/ experiential learning opportunities for anyone but 
the rich.  We can’t have safety without fully educating 

people.  The cycle of under-education, unemployment, 
substance abuse, crime, and violence is perpetuated 
by Seattle’s horrible school district and underprovision 
for education, recreation and employment training for 
youth.  The city of Seattle must become more pro-active 
with public schools and break the silos between SPS and 
City of Seattle.    Public Facilities.  We need a recreation 
and community center in Greenwood.  Greenwood, not 
Phinney.  The Boys & Girls Club is a mismanaged (county 
level on down) facility and it does not provide well for 
alot of kids.  It is also hardly ever open.  4 hours a day 
on school days nothing on weekends.  We need a pool.  
We need some sports fields.  We need a skatepark, a 
cluster of basketball courts, a BMX track, a place to play 
volleyball, an all ages indoor aquatic center, a homework 
center, an on-line highschool education hub,  and much 
more.    Business District:  DPD allowed C1 zoning to 
persist in our urban village town center which is bringing 
us a 180,000 super center that is very car oriented.  I’m 
disgusted.  Why do I have to spend my volunteer time 
advocating for policies (and follow up zoning) that 
already exist in the comp plan?  Truly disappointing. 
I’d like a walkable, bikeable, compact, mixed use town 
center with retail (please not just restaurants and bars), 
services, education hubs, recreation, a heirarchy of open 
space, and a sustainable big picture and small picture.      
Buildings: Nothing notable.  We could use some 
incentives for beautiful, human scale, charm that isn’t 
expensive.  We need a space for little things to happen 
between store doors and the sidewalk.  Putting the 
buildings right to the sidewalk robs us of that eddy that 
can exist if there’s a transition space for display, plants, 
and other welcoming gestures that get people walking 
and visiting stores / places in their neighborhood.      In 
general, a linear urban village is a bad idea.  A central core 
with high density surrounded by rings of lesser density is 
very walkable and minimizes the interface of single family 
with higher densities.  It also makes for very short walking 
/ biking distances.

bad development town home plans, lack of sidewalks, 
business district has poor looking buildings at places, 
bowling leilani lanes closed, need community center/
swimming pool/better senior center/retain greenwood 
market

Stop the dense housing developments.  There isn’t 
enough parking.  And generally folks aren’t taking care of 
their property.  I own a house and am surrounded now by 
townhouses.  Not a good feeling.
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drug dealers, prostitutes and suspicious behavior in the 
area, neighbors houses getting broken into, car prowls, 
aggressive solicitors and panhandlers

More attention needs to be paid to the 65th Street 
commercial district between 8th and 3rd Avenues to: 
1) improve the aesthetics of the area (e.g., street tree 
planting, landscaping); 2) support existing businesses; 3) 
improve the ground-level pedestrian environment; and 
4) improve pedestrian and bike access in and around the 
area. Also, proposed townhouses in infill settings in the 
area need a higher degree of design review.

Sandel Park could use a new climbing structure.  I am not 
aware that we even have a community center. Would be 
nice to have one, like Northgate Community Center.  I 
wish the bathrooms in the parks were open in the winter.

cars too fast even at designated cross walks

Pedestrian saftey is dismal.  There is an increase in 
indigent/homeless recently, as well as graffiti.  Sandel 
park has been neglected, and is a wonderful spot that 
deserves more attention - wouldn’t it have been nice to 
have the wading pool operational there during the heat 
spell.  I am extremely upset with the redevelopment of 
Fred meyer on 85th Street.  Also 85th Street in general is 
dangerous for pedestrians, the sidewalks are buckling, in 
places missing or overgrown.  Where are our sidewalks, 
anyway?  1 or 2 half-blocks a year doesn’t cut it.

The few parks we do have are sketchy after dark.  The 
nighttime cop patrol is nil.  I avoid Sandal park after dusk 
even though during the day it is nice.  I wish there were 
a few more pocket parks or green spaces or more pea 
patches.  I run and it is hazardous with no sidewalks!!  The 
lack of sidewalks past 85th is absurd.  We pay the same 
taxes as south of 85th but no sidewalks.  The way people 
speed through the side streets to avoid 85th arterial is so 
dangerous without sidewalks.

We’ve been quite unhappy with the management of 
the uncontrolled intersections in our neighborhood. 
Especially the intersection at 90th & Freemont where I 
see near accidents, honking horns, and yelling matches 
between drives, regularly.     The sidewalk improvements 
have been nice, but much more could be done.

80th to 87th is a parking lot at rush hour; small 
neighborhood businesses can’t afford to rent the first 
floor retail space in the new condo buildings

DO NOT MAKE THIS AREA A GREENWOOD AVE 
(like North of Holman road)!  The new buildings and 
complexes are being smacked up everywhere and 
dessimating the landscape.       DO NOT INCREASE THE 
HEIGHTS OF THESE BUILDINGS!   They are impacting the 
small family neighborhoods forcing the families out and 
creating “rental communities”.   Rental communitiites 
are bringing more crime and loss family.    Retain the 
character of this older neighborhood!  Allowing builders 
to come in and buy up 3 historical bungalows to create 
huge homes in the neighboorhoods have permently 
altered the character of this community.

I used to feel safe in this neighborhood any time of 
day or night, not so anymore.  In my little corner of the 
neighborhood, we have had a theft, burglary and an 
armed robbery.      I think property values (and taxes) 
have gone up so much that many of the little retail stores 
have closed and seem to be replaced with service type 
businesses or restaurants.

need more density.  Greenwood should be a 
consideration for future light rail expansion.

No community Center or pool in Greenwood Area.  
“Downtown” Greenwood - some buildings need some 
sprucing up by owners.  Sidewalk repair issues.

while our address is within the Greenwood/Phinney zone, 
we do not shop regularly at businesses in that zone, 
except for those in our immediate area.We are more likely 
to go west, towards Ballard, or south towards Fremont.  
If transportation was more accessible- if there was better 
parking on Phinney &/or public transportation that went 
over the ridge and north then we would be more likely to 
shop there.

The area is quite unsafe at night. Drug dealing is all too 
common and makes me uncomfortable to have family 
members walking around in the evening.

No.

New development planning in the area seems to be high 
occupancy living, big box retail development, and little to 
no open area (play ground) planning.

see previous comments
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Why did Greenwood from 90th to 105th get skipped over 
for pedestrian improvements.  Holy crap there are more 
elderly and people in wheelchairs in this section of town 
than any other neighborhood.  You can’t find a consistent, 
safe, walking opportunity without having to traverse 
Greenwood ave (mini-aurora) several times.  Definite 
need for narrower roads, more sidewalks and traffic 
calming.  My kids and I walk to downtown Greenwood 
(85thish) from 101st all the time and I shudder at the 
thought that our lives are in danger due to the 50mph+ 
cars intersecting with necessity of pedestrians in the 
shoulders and roadway (note areas north of Scanwest, 
east side of Greenwood).    Crime is a big issue:  Two 
muggings, a methlab and whorehouse within a block 
of my house. hmmm. what’s inviting this element?  Not 
necessarily incentivising my long term investment.  I 
don’t think this neighborhood has always been this way.

Didn’t the city of Seattle promise Greenwood sidewalks 
when it annexed the neighborhood 100 years ago?!  At 
the rate sidewalks are going in, it’s going to be another 
33 years until the city makes it the half-block to my 
house with sidewalks from where exisiting sidewalks 
currently are.  (I live on 90th and Dayton.)  No sidewalks, 
which is extremely dangerous during cold, wet, and 
DARK winter months, along with safety issues are my 
number 1 complaints about how the city approaches my 
neighborhood.

Lack of sidewalks is major concern because I am affected 
by this on a daily basis. Safety is also major concern 
because the cheap rental homes in the neighborhood 
attract drug dealers who are openly conducting business 
in the street and nearby parking lots (Greenwood market 
parking lot off 3rd ave). More bus service would be nice.

We really need sidewalks north of 85th.  Taking the kids 
out in a stroller is kind of dangerous, especially with traffic 
between 3rd and Greenwood Avenues.  Also, lots of drug 
activity and prostitution cause problems with violence, 
noise, needles left around, and theft.

I understand that people want bigger houses. But just 
because they legally don’t have to mitigate for storm 
water until the lot is over an acre doesn’t mean they 
shouldn’t. The lower streets consistently flood more than 
they did when I moved in.

Some of the new buildings are too tall and ugly.

The area around my house as not changed.  There are 
NO safe sidewalks along greenwood between 105th and 
90th.  The City of Seattle is not doing their job providing 
services to this part of the neighborhood.  Cars speed 
around the side streets and there is no safe place to walk 
to downtown Greenwood or Phinney from our home.  
There is also NO safe sidewalks from 105th and Holman 
to Northgate.  A 2ft cracked asphalt and gravel path is not 
appropriate for a main arterial.  Especially with no buffer 
between the path and the traffic.  Please recognize this 
safety hazard and build improvements.

We have too much density and not enough green space 
to accomodate the population.  We also need sidewalks 
for the area in order for people to walk to destinations

Safety: for the most part, I feel very safe.  Though, there 
are too many bars along Greenwood Ave.  One night, 
I was followed home by a drunken man, attempting 
to engage into a physical altercation.  From time to 
time, there is suspicious behavior.  Besides that, we are 
a little too close to 99 for comfort (a known drug and 
prostitution zone).    Parks and open space: we are a very 
urban neighborhood, for the most part.  We lack a decent 
park (unless you count Green Lake) and there are very 
rarely patches of growth or trees.  Though, it is nice that 
there are trees along the sidewalk.    In business: there are 
simply not enough shops to meet my needs.  There are 
no mom-n-pop video game stores or electronic stores.  
There are a lot of book stores and rug shops.  It’s nice for 
people who may not live here, but for those of us who 
do live here, we have to travel a lot to do most of our 
shopping.  As mentioned previously: too many bars; I’m 
worried that our neighborhood will turn into a ‘hipster 
hangout’ or an area for crime.  Also, the Farmer’s Market 
is not year-round, which is unfortunate.    Buildings: many 
business buildings in our neighborhood are unsightly and 
dilapidated.  Some buildings along Greenwood look like 
they could be mistaken for a crackhouse.

Recently more crime. Do not feel it is safe to walk 
around the neighborhood by my self after dark. More 
traffic.  Hard to get up Greenwood Ave in during ‘rush 
hour’. Some of the new high-density housing is not 
neighborhood friendly
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Please see comments for Question #1! I also found 
it totally lame that after my house was burgled, it 
took nearly 5 HOURS for the police to arrive to take 
fingerprints. This isn’t a neighborhood-specific complaint, 
as the city’s police are staffed at 1967 levels, but it sure 
as heck doesn’t make me feel safe. The officers who 
responded to our break-in also added that they had 
arrested a man who had nearly 75 TVs in his basement 
in our neighborhood (no idea if he was charged, tried or 
jailed), and they also mentioned there’s a Neo-Nazi living 
near Dayton & 80th.

Transportation infrastructure is incredibly skewed 
towards cars with little or no expenditures and 
accommodation for pedestrian and bicycle transportation 
alternatives.

Reducing capacity on roads for pedestrians makes no 
sense. There are places for cars, trucks and buses that 
should not be for pedestrians. We do have many side 
streets without traffic that should be encouraged to be 
used for bikes and pedestrians.

See previous comments.  Also  More cops and more 
speed bumps  If you want to cram more condos down our 
throats, at least have the decency to put them where they 
will improve the neighborhood.  i.e Bulldoze Aurora; drive 
out the dealers, junkies, and hookers and build all the 
condos you want, but stop chipping away at the single 
family zoning.

Some old, run down buildings along 85th and other 
streets.  Look vacant, seem unsafe and covered in 
graffitti.  No sidewalks make it unsafe to walk at times.

Busses to downtown are painfully slow. It’s faster to bike 
downtown in almost all cases.

Parks tend to attract transients and/or teens smoking 
pot (specifically park between 90th & 92nd NW).  Crime 
seems to be somewhat of an issue, most recently we 
have an arsonist on the lose and there seems to be a lot 
of break-ins (maybe it’s just because I pay attention to the 
negatives).  In general though, worried about my families 
safety while I’m at work or if i’m away in the evenings.

I think our library is wonderful, but I would liek to see 
more community centers/activities. Any improvements/
more hours for the library would be appreciated. 
Now more than ever, we need our libraries and public 
institutions.    I’m disturbed by the number crime 
incidents that I hear about. I’m not sure waht to do about 
it, since I know Seattle on the whole has a shortage of 
police officers. Is there a community watch in place?    I 
am a big fan of public transportation and a regular user, 
and I support buses and light rail. Especially at rush hour, 
Greenwood buses are so overcrowded.

City of Seattle is not able to keep streets safe for driving 
during winter snow storms; even major roadways are not 
passable for buses or priviate cars when there is snow.  
The route number 5 has not enough express bus during 
rush hours.

I have seen an increase in drug dealers and other possible 
criminal activity in the area.

I am more concerned about street parking in residential 
areas. As more and more people move into town homes 
there is less and less street parking. Can we work to 
maybe get area parking stickers so that home owners 
know who is parking where?

The tearing down of existing houses to build cheap, ugly 
4-plexes has been awful.  The unimproved storefronts 
on Greenwood between 86th and 85th look shabby and 
sad.  The empty MacDonalds, the empty building across 
from Fred Meyer on 85th, and the unused building at 
the NW corner of 85th and 3rd make the neighborhood 
look awful.  We still need more parks and open space.  
The increased signs of crime and the lack of police is 
disturbing.  Pedestrian safety on Greenwood between 
85th and 75th needs to be addressed with crosswalks.  
In that area there is a Post Office, library, school, not 
to mention many businesses.  I think it’s criminal that 
Seattle north of 85th still doesn’t have sidewalks.

Carkeek Park is great.  It would be nice if there were 
better parks that are walkable with childrens’ play 
structures.  I live near the Greenwood Elementary School 
and that is the only play structure nearby and is only open 
after school hours.  The Greenwood library is great.  We 
don’t have our own community center, except for the 
privately owned Phinney Center.
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Is there only one set of town house plans that builders are 
allowed to use?  Couldn’t the city zone for some diversity? 
Couldn’t the city only approve plans that allow for 
driveways that are long enough to accomodate the large 
cars that are being parked in them?

There has been very little systematic investment in 
improving mainstream public infrastructure.  Pedestrian 
infrastructure has been improved only haphazardly.  
SDOT and SPU have no process to prioritize and 
program improvements in the right of way.  Our streets 
are neglected and our sidewalks need attention.  Our 
business district has had very little attention from the city 
at all.

Hopefully this trend has slowed with the housing bust, 
but the practice of building megahomes that fill their 
entire lots and rise to 3 stories is detrimental to the 
neighborhood.

We need a light rail system! Traffic has been getting 
worse and worse. We especially need something to 
alleviate east-west congestion.

More young children in area 3 to 10 year olds and traffic is 
to fast on street for childrn trying to cross from 1 side to 
other.

Traffic on 90th has increased with the addition of a light 
at Greenwood & 90th.  90th has become an arterial but 
is not designed to accommodate the amount of traffic 
now experienced.  Without sidewalks it can be quite 
dangerous to walk in the neighborhood.

The lack of sidewalks north of 85th from the resedential 
areas from 8th to Greenwood drastically decrease the 
walkability for families with pre-teen children.

Large number of drug deals going on in local streets

It would be great if Seattle was a city in which we 
didn’t need to have a car to move from neighborhood 
to neighborhood, but it isn’t. So reduced parking and 
restrictions on parking are frustrating when the bus 
system doesn’t easily get a rider to one place to another. 
EG If we want to go to a movie in Wallingford, it’s 
not accessible or realistic to take a bus back home to 
Greenwood. We drive to a movie and can’t find parking. 
It’s a no win situation.

I ride Metro #5 and #28. They have way too many stops 
that are too close together. It takes forever to get to 
and from downtown. There are not enough parks in the 
neighborhood. And I fear the Fred Meyer development 
that is coming. I will miss the Greenwood Market and 
think that much development is a waste of money and 
resources.

Break-ins and increased homeless and roaming teen 
populations are slightly worrisome. There are few social 
services in the area, so directing people to assistance is 
difficult.

Aurora beyond 85th is just a true eye sore. I wish instead 
of the cement medians they would plant trees (like over 
on Lake City way) It would slow traffic and seem more 
pedestrian friendly.  I love Greenwood Ave. and identify 
that as my main drag. Unfortunately though my house 
is closer to 99 (and the obnoxious Aurora Auto Wrecking 
Incot eunitnoc hcihw erots txen tol relaed taht dna  
park their junk cars throughout N. 92nd St) maybe the 
continued investment in Greenwood will increase the 
development on Aurora. But something really needs to 
be done.

Provide on site parking for large developments.  Enforce 
codes:  don’t allow homeowners to develop illegal 
back yard rental units or divide homes into duplexes or 
triplexes.

The lack of sidewalks in this neighborhood creates a 
safety hazard for pedestrians, children, and pets. In 
addition, people park willy-nilly without the guidance 
of a curb line, and we have no street-edge tress and 
plantings to make the neighborhood more attractive and 
welcoming.

Greenwood north of 85th turns into a highway. Extend 
the bike lanes and road diet up there. It would make 
things so much more pleasant.

I would like to see more apartment development for 
low/mixed-income peoples to match the townhome 
development in the area.  It’s difficult to see these 
families get priced out of the neighborhood because they 
have been in the neighborhood so long and make up a 
vital component of the area... they help bring diversity to 
our community.

WOuld like to see a light rail link/trolley line running down 
Greenwood/Phinney Ave that connects to downtown.
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the townhouse blight reduces sun and makes parking/
driving difficult

Drug deals still  happen regularly around the 
neighborhood.

I feel less safe in my neighborhood than I did when I 
moved in.

Getting from east to west is pretty terrible, particularly 
trying to cross or get on or off I-5 or Aurora. Also the 28 is 
basically useless, given that it only comes twice an hour 
and is almost never on time. It’s almost always faster for 
me to walk to a different busline than use it. Sidewalks 
or some sort of off-street trail option north of 85th would 
be nice, too. Bike lanes are great but I will always prefer 
to keep away from heavy traffic and lights whenever 
possible.

Loss of monorail and no plans for light rail are 
disappointing.  Increase bus service will not make 
the significant mass transit impacts to effect the 
neighborhood.    The neighborhood needs a plan to link 
the new development, and those planned around Fred 
Meyer to Greenwood Ave.  The empty McDonalds lot 
should be acquired for greenspace and/or a walkway 
connecting the two major business areas, keeping them 
pedestrian friendly.  Without this link, neither area will 
thrive.    Sidewalks north of 85th!!!

sandel parks needs a safety officer, I’ve been approached 
by people on drugs twice while with my 2 year old.  the 
abandoned buildings around the greenwood market and 
fred meyer need to be cleaned up or removed.

Bus stops need to be more welcoming and privide shelter. 
We need sidewalks north of 85th, this is a huge safety 
concern as cars speed past, way too fast along 3rd ave, 
greenood and 85th. We need a community center in 
Greenwood. Phinney and Greenwood should not ne 
lumped together. Phinney is doing much better and 
makes Greenwood seem better, when in fact there are 
many problems that need to be fixed. We need a sports 
field, sidewalks on BOTH sides of busy streets. Planting 
strips to improve the aesthetics of the often uncared for 
homes.

I live close to Aurora and the lack of safety at night is a 
concern.

In the slightly-more-than-a-year that I’ve lived here, 
there’s been an increase in the presence of apparent 
alcoholics in the area, particularly around 8th Ave NW and 
NW 85th St.    The neighborhood needs a movie theater.

It would be nice to have the light rail up here :)

Relatively new to neighborhood, but feel that more of an 
emphasis should be placed on safety

The area has seen a spike in crime, and it’s abundantly 
clear that the city doesn’t have the resources to expand 
the police force at this time.  The plan to rezone the area 
north of 90th for mutli-family lots will continue to destroy 
the single-family neighborhoods.

There is an abandoned house behind our home that has 
caught on fire twice.



greeNWood / phiNNey ridge

Q3: how well are your plan’s key vision and strategies being achieved?
595

greeNWood / phiNNey ridge

Making it walkable should include things to 
actually walk to. 
Transportation is useless. I lived in Boston before 
this and the Seattle bus system is a joke.

An increase in attention, accommodation, 
and expenditures for pedestrian and bicycle 
transportation must parallel, and should precede, 
permitted increases in density.

Most neighbors want a pedestrian-friendly 
neighborhood. Increased density, unfortunately, 
has brought increased automobile traffic to the 
main Phinney-Greenwood thoroughfare and too 
much of that traffic has spilled over to our “”short 
cut”” side streets, decreasing the pedestrain-
friendliness!

The proposed gigantic Fred Meyer places a 
dense housing and shopping area intended for 
drivers on the edge of a walkable retail area. This 
seems to counteract the plan goals. The existing 
Greenwood Market is thriving and beloved by 
much of the community, and the new apartments 
just east of Fred Meyer are by no means full, so 
it seems absurd to create yet more expensive 
housing.

...near as I can tell.

Of the five “”Key Strategies””, only A and D have 
been addressed.

Way too much deference is still given to drivers.

Large strides have been made by public 
institutions (parks, library, phinney ridge assoc), 
but it seems as though the private entities are 
status quo with building destinations that either 
have little or no parking or are not walker/mass 
transit friendly.

Mostly happy with it. 
I think the residents north of 85th should really 
have sidewalks and curbs.

Please give us some sidewalks!  Please!

I think the plan might need to be revised since 
more people live in the neighborhood and this 
might bring a different set of needs.

While the density of housing has gone up, the sidewalks are not 
being built, the speed limits are too high, and Aurora Ave is still an 
impassible pedestrian obstacle.

1) I thought we would have sidewalks by now! 2) I think 
development in the Greenwood ‘core’ is great but the 
development of the Safeway on Greenwood Ave created sinking 
areas throughout the neighborhood because the bog was 
not treated properly during construction.  I am worried more 
development in that area (Fred Meyer) will cause more problems 
leading to problems with my house - who will take responsibility 
to make sure this will not happen?

Greenwood is becoming a very nice urban village.  I feel like I can 
get most of what I need within a short distance of my home.

Actually neibhorhood plan did not represent neighborhood 
needs. Dominated by people from on part of the area and by 
business. It was more of a businesss improvement plan than a 
neighborhood plan.

I know transportation was a big push in the last plan and it seems 
not much has been done with that.

Generally good.  Need more comprehensive pedestrian 
improvements on Greenwood Ave. and on 85th st as well

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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We need sidewalks. Putting a whole paragraph in this 
status update about 8 blocks worth of sidewalk makes it 
sound like there’s been progress, but 8 blocks out of the 
entire neighborhood is negligible.

I would like to see the sidewalks continue to expand 
throughout the neighborhood.

I don’t know if I would say poor, but it needs to be better.

So much of this geared towards Greenwood and Phinney 
Ave.  That is all fine and good but what about those of 
that live closer to Aurora?  Our issues are somewhat 
different.

I don’t think new development is well integrated into the 
plan.  There is no way that neighbors can get any changes 
made to excessive townhouse development in a small 
area.

There are big gaps in commercial activity walking up 
and down greenwood. Too many empty businesses now. 
Needs more activity.

I would select between somewhat well and somewhat 
poorly. I know people are working on this, and Phinney is 
looking good, but Greenwood has a ways to go.

The sidewalk and street infrastructure improvements 
with asphalt sidewalks are sub-standard and in small 
areas.  There appears to be a lack of vision.  These 
streets should be SEA streets.  I don’t see the strategies 
being met or addressed.  The key elements of the 
neighborhood plan appear to be behind: sidewalks, again 
sub-standard and in small areas; Greenwood town center, 
inappropriate zoning and insufficient community space; 
park development, Greenwood has occasional parks but 
Greenwood Ave. (the primary business arterial) is largely 
concrete sidewalks adjacent asphalt streets with few 
trees and no relief in building facades.  Pocket parks and 
green streets would help.

Low income housing added, and increase in crime is not 
supported.

execution of library and parks are positive, but town 
center is dissappointing, as are the urban response of the 
Safeway and Bartells.  Main street improvements not 
done.  North Greenwood streets not done.

park improvements are clearly visible.

Slow!   The rainier valley, the ID and Northgate have 
gotten the mayor’s office red carpet.   Greenwood is 
one of the last vestiges of affordability in this city.  Why 
can’t the public investment into services, infrastructure 
and general livability be increased?   Maybe I am missing 
something here but Greenwood, aside from benefitting 
from the parks levy, seems like it’s low on the list from 
getting the attention it needs.  Walkability and pedestrian 
safety is still my biggest concern.  In parity, stormwater 
control and quality should continue to be improved as a 
critical contributor to the Pipers creek watershed.

we need a walkable Greenwood.  that means sidewalks.

The area around my house as not changed.  There are 
NO safe sidewalks along greenwood between 105th and 
90th.  The City of Seattle is not doing their job providing 
services to this part of the neighborhood.  Cars speed 
around the side streets and there is no safe place to walk 
to downtown Greenwood or Phinney from our home.  
There is also NO safe sidewalks from 105th and Holman 
to Northgate.  A 2ft cracked asphalt and gravel path is not 
appropriate for a main arterial.  Especially with no buffer 
between the path and the traffic.  Please recognize this 
safety hazard and build improvements.

Greenwood being improved, library remodel/
developments, quality of retail business improving, 
bus service is great to downtown.  What will happen 
to Viewlands Elementary School property?  Retain as 
community center or attach to Carkeek park but DON’T 
Develop the property into condos!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

there is no plans for a community center yet all other 
aspects of the plan seem to work towards making a small 
contained community. It is a body without a head.

no money spent for visible improvements

no money budgeted for maintenance to even keep things 
as they ARE

i don’t SEE my neighborhood becoming an urban center 
with any personality or theme.

I believe Greenwood and Phinney are two separate 
neighborhoods put together by the city for planning 
purposes.  Phinney is looking great but Greenwood, 
especially the section North of 85th and W of Greenwood 
Ave is not receiveing the same level of attention
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The city promised decades ago to put in sidewalks in the 
residential area north of 90th between Greenwood and 
Fremont.  Zero sidewalks.

from what I have read and what I have seen it seems 
things are moving as planned

More open space and walkways.

NO ONE comes around to even ask what our needs 
are. I saw one poster notifying the community about a 
planning meeting. That one poster was placed behind the 
current Fred Meyers on 85th where little to no one could 
see it. And only offered one meeting date which made it 
tough to attend for working families.

I do know we have not gotten many improvements in 
public transit in our neighborhood.  It can take a shocking 
amount of time and money to go the 4 miles from my 
house to downtown Seattle and back.  It can be cheaper 
and far more convenient and faster to drive - even if you 
have to pay to park - that’s a shame.  People who live 
close to the city center are the best candidates to take 
public transport, but it is so difficult from here and one 
almost always has to stand on the bus in peak hours.

We have already achieved the 2020 plan for density.  If it 
wasn’t for the recession, the city would have approved 
making every building a maximum height condo.

I think that the Neighborhood Plan was put together by 
special interests and you did not get much input from 
the neighborhood.  Next time why don’t you send a 
questionaire to the people who live in the neighborhood 
and find out what they really want.  Not what the mayor 
or the special interest want to cram down our throats.

The open spaces and walkways strategy could be 
improved.

Neighborhood continues to evolve rapidly in directions I 
appreciate.

glad that our neighborhood is so walkable, wish public 
safety was being more addressed

Difficult for some private property owners to acheive 
aspects and keep business viable.

Again, I can’t comment too much on the area north of 
87th but down where I live I wouldn’t describe most of the 
housing as “”affordable.””

Too many condos have gone up with garish design; 
too many of their street-level spaces are EMPTY store 
spaces, and/or the turnover in their spaces is high 
(Lemon Meringue, etc.). Traffic is terrifying (3 people 
I know have been hit as pedestrians on Greenwood 
Avenue) and speeding is common as the density of the 
neighborhood increases. At the same time, there are too 
many slumlords in the neighborhood; I live near N. 74th 
St. and Fremont Aves and the house next to me has been 
empty for 5 months and is in foreclosure; there’s a house 
down the street that’s rented and constantly in a state of 
disrepair with an overgrown lawn and loud parties after 
10 p.m.

I think that the effort to make the area a little more bike 
friendly is great, though Linden (a key road out of the 
area) is in horrible shape and can be a tough road to bike 
on.

I don’t see a need for our neighborhood to change a lot. 
We need a stronger police force, to be able to respond 
more rapidly and often to REAL crime (assault, burglery). 
We don’t need more people, or density or buildings - 
what we DO need is for the empty falling down houses 
and buildings in which people squat and do drugs to be 
removed. Property owners should be held responsible 
when their buildings fall into a state of complete disrepair 
while they are holding out for someone to buy them for a 
ridiculous price.

I’m seeing a lot of improvements which is great.  I think 
the library and park and potential improvements to 
Fred Meyer will be a big plus.  I would like to see more 
improvements north of 85th until 105th however.  
North of 105th they are doing a street improvement 
on Greenwood so would like to see that happen in our 
neighborhood as well.

Public areas and facilities are really coming along, as is 
the Greenwood and 85th area

New buildings do not seem to correlate with the 
neighborhood plan -- too many apartments (rentals as 
opposed to owner-occupied), and there are already too 
many vacant business spaces for lease.  The new Fred 
Meyer proposal will kill all of our small businesses and 
therefore will really hurt the character and charm of the 
neighborhood we love.

I’m sure this has been challenged by the economy, so I’m 
look forward to more rapid (but mindful) changes soon.
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The “”Main St”” seems to be slowly taking shape. It’s nice 
to see the new parks. Still hoping for sidewalks on my 
street someday (88th St and 6th Ave NW).

Parks and Library have been good additions to the 
neighborhood.

Some of these issues are in the process of being decided 
(e.g. for the redevelopment around Fred Meyer).  Others 
have been handled too slowly (especially for sidewalks 
north of 85th).  Some other goals have been handled well 
(such as accessibility improvements south of 85th).

Lack of sidewalks is a HUGE problem.  People speed 
down residential streets to miss the lights (2 of my cats 
were killed by speeders on residential streets in the last 
6-mo).  Not comfortable with my kids playing outside of 
our yard w/ other kids (riding bikes etc...).

All good - except for safety.

The urban village and the parks are exactly what I’d 
imagine.

Once you pass 85th St., you enter ‘No Man’s Land’.  There 
are no sidewalks, and the area is extremely unsafe for 
people who get by, simply by walking.  It enforces the use 
of cars, which adds to our pollution problem. 
It would also be nice to have some more trees along the 
major roads.  Right now, any street besides Greenwood is 
rather ghastly.

Without being able to read a more detailed version 
of the plan, other than the blurb on the sidebar of the 
status report, I am not sure (the website listed - WWW.
SEATTLE.GOV/NEIGHBORHOODS/NPI/PLANS - would 
not allow me access)

More sidewalks, faster.

I think we are developing and growing according to plan, 
but we’ve missed the boat in terms of a comprehensive 
plan. Pedestrian safety, public transportation as well as 
traffic planning should be a part of the growth.

I have seen little that qualifies as progress in any of the 
five key strategy areas.

Greenwood park is really nice and enjoyable. We have to 
drive there but it really is a nice place to go. I don’t like 
the style of the buildings and that the older shops and 
restaurants are being displaced but I do like having more 
places to walk to in the commercial section.

Greenwood Ave still needs significant investment, 
including steet and sidewalk improvements to meet the 
urban center strategies.

There is good bike/transit/vehicle connectivity in the 
neighborhood, but more attention should be paid to 
making the 65th Street commercial district cohesive and 
connected to 8th Avenue.

More housing brings in more people for businesses. I just 
wish that the Greenwood junction could be developed 
more to get people to come here to shop....

All of the condo/apartment development must be adding 
to the affordable housing stock (we own our house so we 
want it to be less affordable(!) which I think is happening 
as well).   
“recreation, social connections, and a variety of 
commercial goods and services nearby” have improved as 
well.

infrastruction has not been improved.

Same comments - improvements are not the result of the 
city organizing it’s budgets and bureaucracy; they are the 
result of external factors.

Greenwood Park is a wonderful park--though lacking in 
tree shade, and library is also a fantastic public space, 
but the sidewalk issue north of 85th is still in need to 
attention--there are not enough sidewalks!

No sidewalks to and from Sandel Park, altho other just 
residential streets have sidewalks.......
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But we need to do something about the auto traffic.

For me, personally, transportation is a big priority.

Priorities are generally the same but need to be more 
specific. For instance, B, C, and E are too vague.

Honestly they are so vague they could be read to mean 
almost anything

See above.

The County needs to do whatever it can to keep Metro 
service running at capacity.

Some of the plan goals have been accomplished so I think 
some of the priorities are shifting to new concerns like 
sustainability.

The pedestrian improvements should still be a priority.  
Many others have been met.

It would be really nice to get a dog park. Maybe right near 
the new Mud Bay?

We need to focus more on streets north of 85th.

I don’t think enough goals have been achieved.  I’m 
frustrated that more hasn’t been done.  The great skate 
park/water park/etc. in Ballard is an example of the sort of 
thing Greenwood needs.

The town center should include the entire business core.

Active town center at Fred Mayer site, activation of 85th 
and Greenwood, higher densities in the core not done, 
need to be updated or completed.

Climate Change was not even a concept during the first 
round of Neighborhood Planning.  The whole way of 
looking at transportation needs to change.  Single family 
housing is consumptive.  It’s good to have some, but it 
just can’t cover the land like that.  We could use some of 
that for public open space, natural drainage areas, urban 
agriculture centers, recreation, and education and tighten 
up in areas.  The first round really focused on saving SF.  
We need to temper that argument. It just isn’t sustainable 
to take that approach.

I feel the housing issue of townhome development is 
taking priority and has moved along faster than what’s 
responsible for the neighborhood.

Need to fix the Fred Meyer area and the abandoned 
building across the street and would LOVE if GW Market 
stayed

I heard on NPR that sidewalk funds have been rediverted 
to fund the Mercer street project.

sidewalks have been very slow to come, and a traffic 
light was put in at the intersection of greenwood ave 
and 90th in an effort (seemingly) to reduce the traffic on 
87th where the older traffic light is located. That merely 
shifted cut through traffic from one residential street to 
another, it did not solve cut through traffic issues

priority for/with who?   
we are just one of many targeted urban centers vying for 
limited funds. 
this is a poor question

again, from what I have seen and heard with my 
neighbors so far

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.
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Safety needs to be one of the priorities in the 
neighborhood.

The ‘plan’ is all well and good, except that it doesn’t 
address livability, it mostly address the business core.  I 
don’t live in a business core, I live in a neighborhood. 
First and foremost, WE NEED SIDEWALKS ON *ALL* 
STREETS.  Sidewalks get people out of their cars, and 
they get people to meet their neighbors as they walk 
around.  And that’s what makes a neighborhood. 
We also need far more protection for existing soils and 
trees.  They are essential for a healthy environment.  
Parks are nice, but it’s far better for the entire area to be 
park like.  It might even reduce the number and size of 
those sinkholes...

It’s time to think about time to consider the real issues.  
Sidewalks north of 85th (which have been promised 
for over 60 years), better traffic flow, getting diverse 
businesses in the area, a real community center and 
housing that is not taking away from what is already hear.

We could still use more sidewalks.

I know the Greenwood neighborhood groups are working 
hard to revitalize the business district, but I think that will 
be a challenge with the drunks at the Baranoff and that 
disgusting Chinese restaurant that’s obviously a front for 
drug runners, yet barely gets any police attention. I was 
at the Naked City Ale House last month and a delusional 
woman at the bar threw a pint at the picture window 
and basically had a freak out and ran across the street 
to the Baronoff, then Gainsbourg, looking for more to 
drink. There are way too many mentally ill people on the 
streets of Greenwood, and way too many drug dealers 
and loiterers, and the cops do nothing when you call to 
complain about them.

I don’t think a natural drainage system is the solution 
to one of the area’s soggiest peat bog. Hasn’t the city 
learned anything from what happened at the Safeway 
building and the Greenwood Towers?

Increasing housing density has been done very tastefully 
and successfully without trashing the neighbohood. We 
have successfully and consciously dodged what happened 
to Ballard and Bitter Lake through inattention and lack of 
neighborhood defenses.

I think the Greenwood downtown area has improved a 
lot over the past 10 years; however, I still think of it as 
separate from Phinney Ridge.  I know the City always 
lumps Greenwood and Phinney Ridge together but I 
don’t think the people that live those two neighborhoods 
necessarily do that.  I live in the southern part of Phinney 
Ridge, down by Woodland Park Zoo, and don’t really 
associate Greenwood with where I live.  My house is just 
as close to Fremont and Ballard as it is to Greenwood.

Crime is improving but this should be revisited.  Also, 
would like to see emphasis on walkability, availability of 
all local amenities, and sustainability.

As the neighborhood has developed, transportation and 
vehicle use needs to be addressed to reduce the stress on 
the limited parking available i nthe neighborhood.

Need sidewalks!

Safety is a priority, particularly if we stay here after 
retirement.

The plan lacks details for preparation around light rail.

I’m not aware.  I would assume so, as it appears there are 
sidewalk construction efforts around 85th St.

See above

priority for whom?  City or neighborhood or me?  I think 
safety/crime should move up a bit, and it’s interesting 
that education isn’t there anywhere.

The safety necessity of sidewalks has increased.
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Accessory dwelling units - make the rules more flexible 
and allow detached backyard units. 
Design review for new buildings - including townhome 
style developments.

Pedestrian transportation (not just walking to “”the bus””, 
but as real transportation to and from work, school, the 
stores, etc), and Bicycle transportation.

Transportation.

Traffic calming.

--walkability and bus transportation 
--increased social services 
--neighborhood events

Safety (crime prevention).  There is a lot of drug activity 
and after years of reporting activity at specific locations, 
no arrests are ever made.

traffic control and public safety

transportation, housing affordability, and development 
patterns.  However, much of the data in the reports 
seemed to rely on 2000 census data, which is well out of 
date.  This data (eg Home values) should be updated as 
much as possible using other sources.

Making it easier for people to walk, bicycle, or use public 
transit to get from A to B

safety

Parks and Open Space 
Sidewalks

Mitigating the disadvantages of higher density housing

safety, public transportation options [light rail!], 
pedestrian options in the village core area

“”What’s next?””

Sidewalks!

Safety and transportation.

Plan more days with out cars on Greenwood, monthly 
would be very nice.

Making it safer for pedestrians to move about the 
neighborhood.

Sidewalks - no one should have to walk down the street - 
all streets in our neigborhood should have sidewalks! 
Transportation - we have been left out of light rail and 
the monorail was cancelled.  There is no easy/fast way for 
traveling via bus from Greenwood. 
Development - make sure we keep the neighborhood 
feel and more development does not harm what already 
exists.

Safety.  Both in Traffic and as a general focus.  Crime has 
increased in my block over the past 3 years.

Access to transportation--please track the *realities* of 
the 48 and the 5, rather than the planned routes. How 
often are they on time? Late? Do two buses of the same 
route show up at the same time?

They’re all important in the overall quality of life.  They 
should be balanced.

Creating a vital Greenwood avenue

North part of greenwood.

Transportation networks/options

Local businesses

Complete Streets / Ped-bike improvements.  Green 
Infrastructure

Infrastructure improvements - sidewalks, lighting, public 
spaces, transportation. And crime/safety.

Creating a walkable community aka a fully connected 
community with sidewalks. MAke sure that the northern 
neighborhoods in Greenwood are able to access 
greenwood ave easily aka sidewalks throughout

Pedestrian Safety; Land Use; Rezoning; Public Spaces

Sidewalks in greenwood, preventing spillover of criminal 
activities from Aurora

Keeping the charm of Greenwood Avenue.

Transportation and safety.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...



Q4: Status reports should focus more on...
602

greeNWood / phiNNey ridge greeNWood / phiNNey ridge

support for teens - more neighborhood involvement and 
ownership

I don’t know at the moment.

We need to focus more on streets N. of 85th. In the 
neighborhood it is evident that there are several slum 
landlords still in the neighborhood (between greenwood 
and 99). Also some of the Aurora auto business’s are 
using 92nd as their own private parking lot. Leaving 
automobiles parked on the street for days. Aurora 
business storefronts lack an overall vision and seem to 
foster a since of independent store owners with no clear 
vision for the community. The sidewalks on 99 need 
buffer zones between the sidewalks and the street even 
if it is just a little patch of grass. Not to mention the 
road dividers should have trees planted in them not just 
cement.

easing traffic congestion along 80th, 85th, and 
greenwood ave

building restrictions concerning height, shadows, density 
and impact on neighborhood, safety, pedestrians, empty 
storefronts, making the business corridor appealing, 
making the neighborhood and businesses accessible to 
physically disabled people

sidewalks and non-vehicle transportation.

Aurora Avenue was not included in Greenwood’s plan but 
some reference to improvements on Aurora should have 
been included.

traffic and transportation.

Green Space

Transportation modes taken by residents. 
Bike accidents. 
Efficiency of bus travel (the 5 is always late/slow--can 
planners do something to help the situation?)

Crime, safety, green spaces.

safety!  there are a ton of crime pockets, drugs and 
prostitution, break-ins, random beatings.

Encouraging and accommodating pedestrians and 
encouraging the use of public transit, specifically to the 
downtown area.

sidewalks, pedestrian safety

Development that fits the character of the older 
neighborhood and retains the charm and community 
atmosphere. 
MORE GREEN SPACE added to the new building

Placemaking, urban open spaces (i.e. plazas as a part of 
developments), pedestrian friendliness along 85th.  
Incentives for sustainable development.

Heirarchies of open space 
Tighter core areas with successful business districts and 
density with more walkable bikeable communities.  
Small business districts within walking distance to keep 
people healthy.   
Youth and healthy youth habitat.   
Seniors and healthy senior habitat.  
Easier ways to get to the big parks.  
More education centers and homework centers as well as 
on-line education centers.

1. The town center (Fred Meyer area) - ensuring FM 
builds a sustainable building, coordinates with affected 
surrounding areas and that zoning can be changed to 
address growth in the area in the forseeable future.  
2. Slow townhome development on single family plots... 
incentivize more mixed-income apartment developments 
if possible.

Get this Fred Meyer plan approved so it has the 
greenlight to move forward.   
Consider a facade loan improvement program from 
BID or Chamber funds so businesses can spruce up the 
appearance of their shop.

Aurora Avenue.

Sidewalks, traffic safety

Traffic,Saftey and Parking

pedestrian plan for greenwood.

Safety concerns, not having sidewalks north of 85th 
Some how help GW Market to stay and clean up the 
abandoned building across from Fred Meyer.

pedestrian safety on 3rd Ave north of 85th and criminal 
activity near Sandel Park and 3rd Ave.

safety, walkable neighborhood,



greeNWood / phiNNey ridge

Q4: Status reports should focus more on...
603

greeNWood / phiNNey ridge

Encouraging small businesses. Traffic calming/pedestrian 
priority. Density. Car alternatives.

status of the city’s commitment to making Greenwood 
safer.  Pedestrian, crime and infrastructure.   incentivizing 
private development so we don’t end up with a bunch of 
empty dirt lots (leilani lanes).  Even an interim use plan for 
these lots would be better than dirt. (open air markets, 
community events, etc.)

Sidewalks

Community and walkability.

Spending less money on reports and more on improving 
pedestrian safety.

Try to contain devlopment and leave residential 
neighborhoods alone: we can’t have urban density 
everywhere.

Crime prevention.

community centers and facilities and better transit to 
more than just downtown via the “”scary bus””

common areas like parks and sidewalks.

crime.   a common architecture type for new buildings.

Sidewalks, traffic flow and safety, refurbishing old 
playgrounds, creating more of an urban village

Public amenities and transportation (walking) networks 
are key...these seem to foster thriving, safe, connected 
communities.  Could also include a look at crime.

I would like to see more sidewalk/walkway construction 
to fill in the gaps between Freemont and Greenwood 
Avenue, north of 90th. There are a lot of pedestrians 
along these streets and although it is improving, there are 
still places where walking is a bit treacherous.

Creating more walkable and bikable streets and allowing 
for more of a “”downtown”” area of PhinneyWood

Pedestrians, City oriented foot traffic, rather than cars.

Developing a feedback plan based on smaller sections 
of the community. Phinney Ridge is very different then 
Greenwood. We share some basic infrastructure needs 
but land and how housing layout is drastically different.

Safety, transportation

Safety.  Walkability.  Sustainability.  Community.

making sure some medium-quailty and high-end housing 
and businesses are built - not everything should be the 
cheapest materials and look that it can be.

the importance of community, for example, encouraging 
more block watch neighborhood groups to develop.

sidewalks and -safe- walkability, preservation of 
residential scraps of nature, especially trees.

Being realistic.

sidewalks - especially around the business districts and 
parks.

District Energy and wastewater systems, and a strong 
focus on sustainability retrofits for the existing single-
family housing stock.

repairing exisiting sidewalks and adding new sidewalks, 
slowing down through traffic and safe crosswalks on 
Greenwood Ave N going North after 87th.

Sidewalks

transportation

Crime prevention and response.

encouraging people to ride their bikes--controlling 
speeders, etc.--and focusing on how to make hugely 
popular bus routes like the 5 and 358 SAFER. The 358 may 
be the most dangerous in town because it goes North on 
Aurora. Phinney is sandwiched between the hookers on 
99 south of the zoo and the druggies dealing on 85th and 
north of there, so we get residual crime from both north 
and south!!

safety

Responsible growth. The neighborhood will and should 
continue to grow, but it should be done in a way that’s 
responsible, i.e. fewer 2500 sq. ft. houses, better 
transportation options.

Cleaning up parks; neighborhood safety and police 
patrols for drug dealers; cleaning up clunkers abandoned 
on sides of residential streets
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Maintaining the street lights in the neighborhood, 
maintaining key roads (for cyclists and motorists), 
keeping the local, small neighborhood setting on the 
mainstreet (not allowing a big box generic shopping feel 
to creep in).

Encouraging positive re-development (like Fred Meyer), 
discouraging new, potentially damaging development 
(like Safeway). Even more focus on rehabilitating the bog 
and peat layer.

sidewalks to make the community more approachable

Keep the neighborhood safe and has the bus capacity 
keep up with the population growth.

How business are built out in mixed use buildings. Is the 
space constructed adequate for a variety of businesses.  
Keep the “”visual anchors”” of Olympics and Cascades - 
encourage development without completely closing in 
Greenwood and cutting off these views.

Traffic, traffic circles, Sidewalks and crime prevention

driving out criminal activity

safety, protecting single family neighborhoods, 
eliminating gang activity and graffiti

A comprehensive traffic strategy, and not just in 
the official zone.  Interconnectedness between 
neighborhoods and increasing pedestrian saftey.

livibility...make greenwood ave a BOULEVARD with trees 
in middle of roadway...encourage MORE walking.  Like 
you say, “”Put the green back in Greenwood!””

Sidewalks & sustainable development

Zoning. While urban density can be a good thing, we 
should be very careful how multi-family housing zoning 
affects this very family-friendly neighborhood.

Maintaining a unique community

Housing/development patterns,

Kids, traffic and safety.

Assistance for small businesses.

Would like to see emphasis on walkability, availability of 
all important local amenities, and sustainability.  I like the 
orange flags at some key crosswalks and the single-lane 
along Greenwood Ave.

crime prevention and affordable owner-occupied housing 
to bring more people into the neighborhood which will 
in turn help with our struggling businesses.  Fred Meyer 
should not become a “”super store””, but a remodel 
would be great.   
Transportation issues with 85th should be studied and 
remedied as it’s getting really bad.

What gaps are still known and working towards resolving.

More afordable housing and street parking and keeping 
sidewalks repaired or placed where there are none.

Putting in a community center and sidewalks. Improving 
overall walkability.

Sidewalks.

Green space, open space, park space, bike lanes etc. 
Improved mass transit options (more express buses, 
fewer stops etc...), also encouraging small businesses and 
not mega businesses like Super Fred.

Safety issues.  Police presence (budget).

supporting the development of small and local business 
and public transit capacity to reduce the need for car 
trips.

Sidewalks, more planting of trees in right-of-way, 
continue to build on growth of new businesses around 
85th/Greenwood. Making visual improvements along 
Aurora is also important.

Improving pedestrian access north of 85th

Thriving business community

Affordable housing

slowing traffic down on curvy streets (i.e. ours - nw 56th 
street, where people bomb down the street despite the 3 
chicanes located on our block) - i would like to see more 
efforts made to encourage slower, safer driving.  there are 
too many children/animals who are at risk when people 
think that our street is a raceway with slaloms rather than 
things to make them slow down
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Sidewalks and re-developing (or tearing down) blighted 
buildings (i.e. most everything west of 1st & 85th, the 
ugly checkerd building on 85th & 3rd for example).  More 
investment in children play areas at the open space as 
well as policing of those spaces.

Sidewalks!

Safety.

Safety and transportation - more bike friendly lanes. 
more bike racks

WALKING in the neighborhood. There are still too 
many businessies where if you don’t own a CAR, you 
are practically in danger getting to the frong door. Fred 
Meyer, Greenwood Market. Where are the WALKWAYS 
for those of us who do not have cars? And oh BOY do we 
need that P-Patch in the park?  That process seems to 
have ground to a total halt.

Keeping existing small businesses. It is important that 
these businesses can afford to stay in the area.Also, there 
should be more focus on safety measures such as street 
lights.

community safety, neighborhood events, traffic 
congestion

Sidewalks north of 85th.

sidewalks

Current planned activities under each key strategy area 
from the original plan (not just achievements).

Sidewalks and pedestrian-friendly infrastructure. We 
need more police presence and community-friendly 
businesses -- restaurants, cafes, and shops rather than 
porn, tobacco, and auto repair.

Less-confusing graphs.

transportation and public amenities

Sidewalks.

Transportation

Quantifying the extent of infrastructure improvements 
(e.g. what % of streets north of 85th St. have sidewalks 
on at least one side vs. how many have been installed in 
the past year/10 years?)

Reducing traffic congestion

Safety.

Maintaining single family homes in a significant portion 
of the residential area.  Put limitations on where 
townhouses can be built.

development patterns, public amenities, and 
transportation networks

Housing density/zoning and public transportation.

Housing and small businesses. Safety.

safety/crime and traffic

connecting ‘main street’ and the other commercial nodes 
with the neighborhood behind them.

a thriving business district, with safe pedestrian 
walkways to and from the residential areas, emphasis 
on placemaking so that people can/want to know their 
neighbors and support local businesses.

Children and safty as more people have kids or families 
move into the area.

Get the numbers right - the numbers on the fact sheet 
are simply incorrect.  It’s been a long time since the share 
of houses costing over $400K in Phinney-Greenwood 
was 0%.  There should be more focus on aligning 
neighborhood plan priorities with city budgets and 
project lists, and better coordination between agencies 
that affect public and private development along our 
rights of way

affordable housing, transportation networks

Public safety:  sidewalks and safe walking pathways; a 
survey of homelessness and food related issues (feeding 
programs, # of people using Food Bank, etc.) with 
solutions
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Southeast section of Ballard seems to be left out of 
planning for nearby neighborhoods. 
I would like to see more emphasis on safety- many 
abandoned vehicles or vehicles that are used for housing 
which move around a few blocks. 
I also would like to see free days for neighborhood 
residents at the WPZ. While I live just blocks from the zoo, 
and while my two children both volunteered for well over 
1000 hours apiece at the zoo, I have not been for several 
years because of the expense and because I don’t feel 
they are supportive of the neighborhood.

transportation & developemnt patterns

open spaces

Safety and community.
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increasing density before transportation alternatives are 
in place.

I can’t think of anything that needs less focus.

demographics, particularly since the status report 
seemed to rely on 2000 data, which is very out of date.  
Perhaps once the new census results come out, then 
focus on demographics.

making it easier for people to drive from A to B

Strategy B - not clear on what that is...A,C,D and E sound 
more important to me.

Making it easier for cars to move about the 
neighborhood.

South of 80th St.

new condos

Demographics

Demographic analysis

Rental Retail Space; Rental Commercial Space; Rental 
Condos and Townhouses

Big box stores and huge apartment buildings.

I just don’t know

density

Making it easy for people to drive cars.

allowing developers to ruin the neighborhood (like they 
did with Ballard). Its terrible there. Grow where growth is 
needed (Lake City way, interbay, 85 shopping area, etc.

less kid centric needs

townhouse development - I believe condos with off street 
parking underneath are better alternatives for increasing 
density. The townhome garages are difficult to access 
and the owners tend to use the garage for storage and 
park in the street. It has becomes treacherous to navigate 
these streets - particulary when school buses or waste 
management vehicles are present. I also fear these 
townhomes with no HOA will become the slums of the 
2030’s.

NEW housing

Cars. Bars. Dogs.

1. Greenwood park area. 
2. Busing in the area.

new ugly townhomes

Encouraging big business.

Corporate development - We don’t need Fred Meyer in 
our neighborhood.

Spending money on reports and more on improving 
pedestrian safety.

getting people out of their cars without providing a 
means to get places in a timely manner

demographics. housing affordibility.

single family units

Stores with parking lots.

multi-family housing that discourages street-level retail

the business core.  that isn’t where we live.

Making Greenwood a pedestrian center.

development

housing affordability. we don’t need any more stinking 
condos, and too many mom-and-pop stores that added 
to the neighborhood’s charm have vanished as a result of 
development.

Increasing population density.  There are better locations 
for population density (Ballard, Fremont, etc.), but 
Phinney - Greenwood has been a vibrant alternative to 
those for many years, it would be a shame to loose that.

Playground fixtures and urban villages. We can’t use parks 
if they aren’t safe, and there are a lot more things that 
need fixing around than “”walkability””. I walk plenty and 
always have in this neighborhood (more than any other 
I’ve lived in) and I could continue walking without any 
changes to the “”walkability”” indefinitely.

development, density, transportation

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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Housing.

beautifying private property

Other than 3rd Ave NW being pretty bumpy, I am content 
with transportation issues in my neighborhood. My 
husband took the bus downtown for 1.5 yrs and loved it. 
Very convenient.

Not sure.

The focus areas are still relevant to the neighborhood and 
should continue to be priorities.

condos

High density housing - let’s take a breather and work on 
the social side. Too many liquor licenses.

Housing. I think the density here is ridiculous given the 
economy.

building new condos

less street painting

Allowing big businesses in the town center, parking lots, 
and other auto-centric “”improvements””. I’d like to live in 
a walkable, friendly community, not a big-box ghetto.

Housing data is so dated it is irrelevant.

Graphs that aren’t cluttered.

demographics

Speicific initiatives or programs that do not contribute to 
the stated strategic objectives.

density

More parks.  I love parks but many in the area are 
underutilized as it is plus we have all of Greenlake just a 
stone’s throw away.

Affordable Housing.

demographics, housing affordability

housing affordability (I think the high rise development 
is well underway).  Social connections -- I think PNA, 
Greenwood senior center and Boys /Girls club, as well as 
the Phinneywood blog are doing a good job at this.

Open space issues.  An urban environment is just that 
URBAN.  If there is opportunity to put in open space, 
that’s great but it should not be the focus.

again a little more focus on south east- not just the north 
quadrant.

public amenities

beautiful buildings
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Pedestrian and bicycle transportation emphasis continues to be 
on small and short patches (e.g. 9 blocks of sidewalk installed on 
Dayton), rather than creating a pedestrian and bicycle transportation 
*infrastructure* that facilitates safe walking and bicycle commuting 
needs.  The city needs to talk these forms of transportation seriously, 
especially north of 85th.  My taxes are no lower than people living south 
of 85th, yet the non-automotive transportation services provided to 
my neighborhood are embarrassingly low.  The city should either adjust 
and remediate these inequalities or lower my property taxes.

Greenwood Park’s swale was not implemented as designed.  The runoff 
from the street and park was to sit in the swale and infiltrate.  Instead, it 
goes into a pipe to the sewer.  And the map included in the report does 
not show Greenwood Park.

The is no mention of the dealing with the increased volume of 
increasingly aggressive drivers

The strategies are a bit too vague.

If the draft is concerned about walkability and mass transit, why are 
there no statistics that indication how many people travel via mass 
transit/bike/walk?

Issue of higher density housing is a bit of a hot topic and is going to 
keep coming up. To me that is part of the housing affordability but not 
clear where it fits in the five key strategies listed in the plan.

The race demographic diagram on Greenwood/Phinney is shown twice 
and the there is no age diagram.

The graph under the “”Age”” heading is the wrong graph - I think the 
Ethnicity graph was used twice.

Traffic circulation is not called out, but if the other objectives are to be 
met then this will be a critical issue to manage. I definately don’t want 
more cars coming into the neighborhood.

Some of the graphs do not match up to the labels, some are unclear

Analysis of, and goals for, Sustainable Infrastructure is lacking

More info about next steps and future projects.

see above

Safety, crime prevention, grafitti, vandalism

I noticed an error in the report, in the demographic section, you have 
two pie charts for age ( one is listed under the racial makeup area) and 
no racial makeup pie chart.

alternative uses for school spaces not used 
for many months but restricted like school 
is in session 12 months each year.

Transportation modes taken by residents. 
Bike accidents. 
Efficiency of bus travel (the 5 is always late/
slow--can planners do something to help 
the situation?) 
Are businesses locally owned? Minority 
owned? 
Housing Density (are we approching our 
target or not? you don’t say)

Education must be a part of this.  SPS and 
City of Seattle need to work together.   
Healthy family habitat should be spelled 
out and achieved.

Nothing mentioned regarding safety

Please make sidewalks for us. We can’t even 
walk down a side street without dodging 
cars that speed through side streets!

What about 105th to 90th along 
Greenwood.  Where are the sidewalks, bike 
lanes, safe crossings, parks, open spaces?

community center

lets see the numbers. the summary  needs 
the backup data about the particulars

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Seems to be based on 2004 data and it is 2009.  
Tremendous economic and population changes have 
happened in the intervening years.  Not suggesting to 
start over, just to consider some additional info when 
making projections and decisions.

Distinguishing between Greenwood and Phinney.  It is 
unfair to lump these two very different areas together.  
North of 85th is in a much sadder state than further 
south...meaning it needs more focus on transportation 
(SIDEWALKS) public amenities, smart development, 
safety, etc.

Transit seems to be barely mentioned, I thought that 
was a key component of making urban centers, to create 
transit hubs.  Nothing has been done to provide better 
mass transit to the Greenwood Urban Center

sidewalks, trees, sidewalks, trees...

Safety.  For pedestrian and bike riders.  For drivers who 
drive on 85th.

The data pages are unclear. Are these the growth targets 
for 2024 or existing numbers? I would like to see the 
changes in housing and demographics since the last plan, 
what the growth targets were and how close we are to 
reaching the old targets. It is also not clear if the data is 
from the 2000 Census. If it is, it is too old.

you have the wrong pie chart on the age category.

Improving Linden in both the transportation sense and 
creating a “”main street”” feel on Linden.  This could be 
a great asset with the proximity to Greenlake and the 
housing and parks that butt right up to it.

The status report talks about landscaping and art tiles 
in parks, and art walks in the neighborhood, rather than 
how to make this a solid, stable neighborhood, rather 
than the “”red-headed stepchild”” that most of the rest of 
the area looks at it as.

The last report listed the race demographic where the 
age demographic should have bene.

does not address gang activity, graffiti, protection of 
single family neighborhoods

There’s little mention of increasing public sevices as a 
neighborhood plan successfully develops and attracts 
more people to live, play, and work in that neighborhood.

Sustainability; sustainable development; sustainable 
neighborhood initiatives (such at local farmers market, 
fruit tree harvest, chamber of commerce work)

See above.

If it is possible to study the “”underground”” the area a 
bit better, it would behoove us to do so. After the streets 
west of Safeway sunk after the Safeway construction, 
I am worried about what the proposed Fred Meyer 
development will do to nearby streets. And the water 
main bursting at Greenwood and 85th yesterday makes 
me think there are additional underground issues that 
need attention.

The most recent Housing and Employment data is from 
2004.  More recent data is needed to help measure the 
impact of the economic viability and redevelopment 
goals.  The demographic data has left out the age 
breakdown charts to asses the current population range.  
Displaying the full demographic data for 2000 and 2007 
would facilitate an assesment of the changes taking place 
in the neighborhood and help identify future priorities 
early that may be needed to adapt to these demographic 
changes.

The status report does not mention the role of 
community organizations such as the Phinney 
community center or online community forums.  These 
play a large role in promoting communication and 
neighborhood activities, and should be considered for 
support as a part of area improvement.

No mention of sidewalks.

Graph for age is missing - graph for race was printed 
twice.

More attention to streets and potholes and paving 
in is needed. If you don’t drive, and this is a walking 
neighborhood, you suffer (someone PLEASE go look at 
the intersection of Greenwood and between 80th and 
79th.  No imagine crossing that in a wheelchair when you 
have chronic pain.  I don’t feel there was input or enough 
though or feedback from disabled people or they’d know 
that those sidewalk blocks are HELL to ride on.  I assume 
it’s cheap, but I’m better off on street asphalt.  REpairs 
aren’t sexy like a new park, but they are critical.

Growth targets: Explain (growth target=400: what does 
that mean?) 
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Demographic summary: Pie chart for age is missing. 
Make it more clear that each chart/data set is for 2000 (I 
think that is the case, but it’s not quite clear).

Business.  These areas are all based around major 
business cores, however all the data is on residents. Data 
points about how successfull the merchants are doing 
would be important.  With successfull merchants come 
sucessfull neighborhoods.  How many business are locally 
owned?  Of what size?  How many new ones entered the 
market?  How many left/closed?

Without being able to see what the plan was (in detail - 
the sidebar is too vague) I don’t feel like I can get a very 
good sense of plan-to-actual. Need more info on the plan 
in the status report, or access to the plan report.

Age demographic pie chart is a duplicate of the race one.

Lets talk about traffic. The reports on the sidewalks is 
a little misleading. You proudly mention a new patch of 
sidewalk on 3rd, which is only currently being worked on 
now, and it goes nowhere!

More specifics.  For example (from the report): 
“”SDOT is also making substantial improvements to 
Greenwood Ave N between N 105th and N 112th St. 
The improvements will enhance vehicular, transit, and 
pedestrian safety.””  What qualifies as substantial?  What 
ARE these improvements?  Put some numbers on these 
improvements and how MUCH they are expected to 
enhance safety, so we have a benchmark against which to 
weigh expected gains versus actual gains.

Incentives for using public transportation

Report crime stats. Crime directly impacts a 
neighborhoods current livabilty and future. If you can’t 
keep crime low than people will begin to move out of 
the neighborhood. Thus the neighborhood will get a bad 
reputation and others will not move here.

The redevelopment of the Fred Meyer property is a 
hugely important project in this community.

No mention is made of the 65th Street commercial 
district (between 8th and 3rd Avenues), including whether 
improvements have been planned or made in the area, or 
whether there are any existing planning constraints.

Not serious, but you printed the pie chart for race twice 
and skipped age.  Are you looking to hire a proof reader 
with public policy experience?  If so, email me!

viable, functioning school options

What’s actually in the plans?  What’s been done and what 
hasn’t been done?

we’ve already “”achieved”” the density projections;  
Need the infrastructure in entire neighborhood PRIOR to 
accepting more density. 
There is also the issue of vacant properties, both business 
and residential; that, too, should be addressed prior to 
additional building



Status Check
Transcript of Lake City Questionnaire Responses

The Plan for the Neighborhoods of the Lake City Community 
was adopted in 1999 and includes the Lake City Hub Urban 
Village. The map shows the neighborhood plan and urban 
village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

40

0

10

30

20

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

100 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/north/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp


lake City  aerial map
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

lake City

Many improvements in the Hub Village Core area.  Few 
improvements in the neighborhood.  There has been lot’s 
residential in fill.

Lots of trees cut down and lots of cheap condos put up. 
Improved parks, library, and community center; new 
Farmer’s Market.

The neighbourhood has definitely become more urban 
as zoning was changed on various parcels over the years 
and either businesses have expanded w/ & w/o building 
newer, larger structures.  Combined w/ many parcels 
converting from single family to multifamily structures.  
Unfortunately, it’s not nearly as green or peaceful as it 
was 20 years ago when we first moved here.

There have been significant changes including new 
apartment complexes on Lake City Way and new buses.  
In addition, the library has had an upgrade, Albert Davis 
park was build, and the Lake City Neighborhood Service 
Center was added as part of the library.  In addition, we 
now have a Farmer’s Market.  Lake City Park is being 
used by more people and I believe the Parks department 
is making an effort to create more activities in that 
area as well as the area around Little Brook Park.  I was 
personally involved in an event with the Parks Dept and 
the City to encourage more walking and healtheir eating.

Yes.  The “downtown” area has been rebuilt and seems to 
be doing well.

It has changed unbelievably n the last 10 years, while 
I have NO problem with the plan, I’m VERY angry that 
essentially there has been NO extra infrastructure 
enhancements to deal with the vastly increased traffic.  
With the exception of a somewhat updated Lake 
City Way, which really makes little difference to the 
neighborhood in the long run, there have been virtually 
NO street improvements.  Traffic is much worse, and I see 
no relief in sight.

We’re actually between Lake City and Northgate - the 
Pinehurst neighborhood.  We’ve been here 25+ years.  The 
neighborhood has changed dramatically, and not for the 
better.  Single family homes replaced by town houses and 
skinny houses; huge traffic increase, no sidewalks, little 
off street parking.  The neighborhood has become a cut-
through for traffic, and unsafe for pedestrians, children, 
and dogs.

I feel like the business area has declined and no longer 
feel safe walking through Lake   City. There is too much 
public alcohol consumption and I have noticed drug 
dealing closer to my home on 35th Ave NE and 120th at 
the bus stop.  My 19 year old niece needs to use the bus 
system and I feel like it is unsafe for her to do so in the 
area. As a home owner in the area it really bothers me 
that there is so much activity in the business district that 
make me question my safety.    I love my neighborhood 
in general but especially once you cross 35th towards 
the business district it get shady. The main complaint I 
have about the neighborhood on the east of 35th is the 
amount of dog owners that do not obey the leash law 
and allow their dogs to roam freely without investing in a 
fence. Many do not scoop dog waste either.    I do love the 
improvements that were made to Albert Davis Park!

Lake City Way has been improved with new landscaping, 
new sidewalks, enhanced pedestrian crosswalks and new 
roadway pavement. I have yet to see any bicycle facility 
improvements in my immediate area. The redeveloped 
block on the NW corner of NE 130th St & Lake City Way 
did not do a good job with maintaining the pathway 
between 30th Ave NE and Lake City Way. It looks 
more like an afterthought rather than an intentionally 
designed walkway space. I know that there are efforts 
to redesign 33rd Ave NE, including adding sidewalks and 
potentially daylighting Thorton Creek. The rehabilitated 
library/neighborhood center and farmer’s market has 
brought some focus to the area, but many smaller, local 
businesses have been replaced with chains.

I think its changed very little.  The size of the Bill Pierre 
car lots on Lake City has decreased.  There are more 
apartments/condos on Lake City.  There are more 
restaurants (representing greater diversity of choices) 
on Lake City.  Two farmers’ markets have opened 
in the Meadowbrook/Lake City neighborhood.  The 
city has taken some steps--but not many--to prevent 
another major flood of Thornton Creek.  Otherwise, the 
neighborhood is more or less the same.

Lots more traffic, more diversty in the population, more 
housing.

Redevelopment of business areas in the urban village 
area. New multi-family residential in the urban village. 
Increasing traffic and crime.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

We have seen more growth. Single family homes are 
being replaced by 5+ unit townhouse condos or large 
apartment/condo buildings. With much of this growth, 
the infrastructure has not kept pace. This is particularly 
true for sidewalks. Many townhouse projects have gone 
in without sidewalks.    Lake City has very few sidewalks 
and many of the ones we do have are in bad repair or 
substandard. Many intersections do not have curb cuts.

The part of the neighborhood that I live in has gotten 
worse in the last 2 years. At one point we had managed to 
remove th rif raf that hangs around our community park, 
now they are back and it is worsening. The police drive by 
at night and seem to not pay attention. I dont feel safe as 
a woman or a single mother with 2 teen daughters. Our 
street for 3 blocks is known in the community as “Little 
Beruit”. That name alone gives the full meaning of how 
bad it has gotten.

Loss / decline of neighborhood commercial businesses 
- vacant buildings. Lack of quality retail presence.  
Increased gang activity, increased presence of homeless 
individuals and higher crime rate  Increased car traffic  
Improved appearance of medians on lake City Way  
Remodeled library  Still no real feeling if a Lake City “hub” 
or central gathering place  More concrete; less green 
space

More apartments & retail shops new and remodels  More 
sidewalk, Library remodel,

I’m very new to the neighborhood (Feb 2009) and have 
not really had the opportunity to witness much change, 
but I have noticed that several new businesses have 
popped up in the “hub” area of Lake City - businesses that 
bring a more modern, new feel to the area.

Vast change in quality of city center aesthetics. Better 
community sense in Chamber of Commerce and 
programs like Farmer’s Market helping a great deal with 
“feel” of the community

improvements in the library, on the corner of 125th and 
lake city way a park was removed and what is left is a 
blank space which I believe to be more detrimental to the 
neighborhood than good

Increased Population density, greater connection 
between business and social/ religious service networks 
and activities, increasing community awareness of issues 
affecting our area, more attempts to create opportunities 
for community social events and services for families 
and individuals, greater and broader based attention to 
problems facing community

I’m 25 years old and I grew up and am still living in the 
Northgate/Lake City area. There have been quite a few 
changes specifically to Lake City Way. Growing up, it 
seemed like there were a lot more small businesses and 
food/restaurants in the area but then there was a gradual 
take over by Bill Pierre and auto dealers. Since the sudden 
downspiral of our economy, more and more it seems 
like Lake City is turning into an old ghost town. Granted, 
the construction of the apartments and the Bartell drugs 
area is a big help, and that Starbucks brings in a lot of 
business, a few blocks down it feels somewhat empty. I’m 
not too particularly keen about gun shops on Lake City 
either. There used to be none of that.    I do feel like Lake 
City went from a small quaint little community to an area 
where Mom & Pops are struggling to survive. I feel that 
the stretch is no longer as safe as it used to be too. There 
are some pretty sketchy spots that I would definitely 
not venture around the way I used to.    I feel like there 
is so much hope for this community, but it’s heading 
in a different direction. It could be such a stronger 
community and more close knit if only more smaller 
unique businesses could survive and be supported here.    
Northgate is another story. I’m actually torn over the 
massive development over the years. I like it but I don’t 
at the same time. Guess that’s growing pains. The library 
next to the mall is a big plus. I also don’t mind Target/
Best Buy either. I’m really really happy there is a movie 
theatre complex again after the old one was torn down. 
The mall feels lively as ever too after all the renovation. 
I’m okay with the idea of more apartments too. I feel like 
younger people will move out there and public transit will 
be utilized a lot more.

A LOT more apartment buildings, townhomes, and 
condos have been built; density has increased.  Business 
district has suffered from the “upscale” Bartell’s block 
“improvements”, removing quaint secondhand shops in 
favor of boring chain stores.  I used to go to the business/
shopping area every week, but now I rarely go down 
there as there is nothing attractive about it.  On the 
plus side, a few new sidewalks have been put in.  The 
Farmer’s Market and new library renovation are both 
improvements.  The number of dubious-looking people 
has increased, in my perception.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

lake City

I had great hopes for Lake City, but they haven’t come to 
pass. Many small, interesting businesses were displaced 
or destroyed at Lake City and 125th (Cat and Cannon 
Books, the dojo, the place that sold dance shoes) and 
replaced by chain stores. The Persian bakery is one bright 
spot in a steadily homogenizing landscape.    I feel less 
safe in the urban village core, enough so that I have 
chosen not to go to evening activities at the community 
center because there have been too many stories of 
people being set upon and injured by gang members.     
The library remodel is great. I love the Farmers Market 
and am pleased with its new home next to the library.     
Honestly, I preferred the park at 125th and Lake City 
when there were people using it. The crowd it attracted 
may have been scruffy-looking, but they were always 
friendly to me. Now it’s a barren waste of space. I wish 
there were a skate spot there or *something*.

Only been here a year.

My neighborhood has become more diversified in 
cultures.  My neighborhood has increased in the homeless 
population.  With no place to gather, people beg outside 
of the post office and gather in the shopping center to 
smoke and drink and beg.  My neighborhood is filled 
with empty lots owned by absentee landlords who will 
not clean up the area or the trash that has accumulated.  
My neighborhood has become dirty and unsightly and 
not pleasant to shop in.  My neighborhood is filled with 
graffiti.  My neighborhood is not pretty anymore since it 
is filled with trash, abandoned cars, abandoned shopping 
carts.  Times are tough for everyone but the chamber 
certainly tries their best to keep everyone informed and 
displays flags throughtout the boulevard.  The Lions Club 
does a great job with flag presentations on selected days.  
And Pioneer Days is a wonderful summer event.  Lake 
City has become old and it shows.

The main arterial of Lake City Way has been improved 
with a median and more trees.  A new crosswalk 
improvement system in the Hub area has been a 
detriment to traffic.  The library and community center 
is terrific and provide the best most useful services in the 
city.  The North Precinct police department have been 
working very hard to reduce crime and I really appreciate 
that.  What has not happened is street improvements and 
sidewalks on the dense side streets adjacent to Lake City.  
Specifically 32nd NE between 137 and 145, as well as 33rd 
NE south of 130th.

Not in any good way. All I’ve seen is degradation. We’ve 
lost our only used bookstore (Cat and Cannon) and a 
major independent coffeehouse/breakfast establishment 
(Craniums--ironically pictured on the first page of the 
Lake City status report). We still don’t have sidewalks, 
and crime continues to worsen. The “park” that was 
installed at 125th and Lake City Way is a joke, and I don’t 
mean that figuratively. I’ve actually heard people joke 
about what a lame excuse for a park it is. And of course 
Bill Pierre continues to be an eyesore for as far as the 
eye can see. My family and I are losing hope that the 
neighborhood will ever amount to anything, despite our 
optimism when we moved here.

My only comment is that no-one likes the gravel the city 
puts on the roads every 7 years. Anyone who buys a new 
car and drives on the gravel ruins their car. What would 
really happen to the streets if this was done every 15 
years or longer?  The gravel and oil stinks, you can’t walk 
barefoot on it, it is slippery on a downslope, the rain never 
washes the streets clean as the junk or debris sticks in the 
rocks. There must be a better solution!

Parts of the neighborhood are more aesthetically 
appealing. But there seems to be more and more 
homeless and drug activity along Lake City Way.

It has become denser, but has maintained its lower 
income image.  The influx of forgin nationals, drugs 
and gangs has increased the crime in our district.  Our 
district has not attracted the government investment 
like Ballard, Capital Hill and the University District.  We 
have become the bastard child at the family reunion.  I 
have lived and worked in Lake City since 1968 so I have 
seen the years of neglect by the City in supporting 
improvements.

Much greater density in traffic congestion. Particularly 
the West bound lanes at 125th and Lake City Way, due to 
the bus stop just west of there which blocks a lane in a 
very short(5 car length) block and the on street parking 
which brings traffic to a one lane option to go west or turn 
right onto Lake City Way.

Don’t know.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Good things; not so good things.  On the good side: I 
see more neighborhood involvement. That is, neighbors 
are getting to know each other more. We started block 
parties several years ago. IT really makes a HUGE 
difference when you know your neighbors. Other things: 
I like having the farmer’s market here--you get to 
know your neighbors on a community scale. I like how 
downtown Lake City has been redeveloped to some 
degree--new store fronts have brought some nice local 
touches--an Iranian bakery, a private coffee shop, the 
Ace Hardware store--those are good additions. I think, 
in spite efforts, Lake City is not particularly a walking 
town. There are few places to walk to. One day I walked 
from 145 down to 125 on Lake City way. It was incredibly 
depressing--drug dealers at the 7-11, the rodent/ferret 
store, closed down shops, a sun tanning/porn business, 
the Rose Garden tavern... I can’t name a business that I 
would want to visit. Then there is the addition of a couple 
gun stores, a head shop and the auto dealerships which 
are constantly closing and opening under a new name.     
The other issue is that more mom and pop places are 
closing and are replaced by national franchises with little 
character or relationship to the community. They are 
often better maintained than the local venues but I wish 
we had more coffee places, a bookstore, maybe a nice 
pub to get some pub grub, a pint of Guiness and watch 
the ballgame.     The bad part of Lake City is that there 
is more crime--I think more serious crime, particularly 
gang violence near Lake City Way. Lake City is a very 
divergent community and so many people, particularly 
immigrants, are invisible members of the community. 
It would be nice to see more of the spectrum of groups 
in the area.     Another thing that I see as a problem is 
street/city maintenance. Lake City is largely ignored. 
I am disappointed that sidewalks are still not a part of 
even the most walked areas of Lake City. In winter I see 
childen walking to school in the dark not 2 feet from the 
road and cars whizzing by. I walk my dog every evening 
can’t tell you how many times we have been almost been 
hit. I have fallen down on many occasions because the 
pavement is so pot-holed. It is still pot-holed, in spite 
of the newest cosmetic efforts of SDOT. Now I’m also 
slipping on the loose gravel that has settled to the edge 
of the pavement.     OK I’m done for now

It has changed a little. Mostly, sidewalks and street trees 
have been added.  I wish that the money would have 
been saved for use on a light rail line instead since their is 
ample space and a great deal of developable land.

The main thoroughfare, Lake City Way, was significantly 
improved between Northgate Way NE and 130th St NE.

New buildings, new parks, more interest by business, 
home owners and renters on quality of life here.  Greater 
focus on keeping the community clean, and reducing 
crime.  Greater envolvment by community members in 
the health and growth of the lake City Community.

Lake City has become a much less liveable and likeable 
place.  Gang activity, drug sales and drug abuse, street 
people and thievery - all in all it feels like a much less safe 
place to visit, shop and live in.  I could not envision having 
to raise a family in Lake City.

It’s dirtier. Open drainage ditches are not maintained as 
often or as well. Noisier. Too many rental houses detracts 
from neighborhood appeal.

Improved services for the homeless.   More homeless.   
Sidewalks unsafe.  High crime.

Lake City Way has been improved.  A really stupid 
sclupture that is supposed to be a tea pot has been 
installed.  The library was expanded and rennovated.  And 
there are more empty car lots.

We’ve seen some road improvements lately.  In the last 
few years the corner of 125th and Lake City way was 
developed into a pleasant shopping center with a Kinko’s 
and a Bartell’s Drug store and a few other retail outlets.  
(Kinko’s and Bartells are the ones we use.)     Some 
businesses have left the area, Mad Pizza, Curves.  The 
food bank is getting more traffic.     The farmer’s market 
location this year and last year is better than the prior 
years.  I think that works.     I’ve been here such a short 
time in the big scheme of things. But I’m interested.

Yes it has! All for the better.  New library, new playground 
equipment in the LC Playground accross the street from 
us, new Bartells development, new Starbucks, new 
townhomes where slums had been, and of course the 
new planted median on LC Way and wider lanes.

Seems to be more crime and more graffiti. My car has 
been broken into twice.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

lake City

High business turnover seems normal, but recently it 
seems a lot of the business spaces remain unoccupied for 
much longer than usual. Of the businesses that do move 
it, it appears they are usually either a hair/nail salon or 
a gun store.   Much improvement on Lake City Way as 
far as traffic and goes. Buses and cars seem to share the 
road well. Still lacks a proper bike lane. Flow through on 
Lake City Way seems generally better than it did around 
5 years ago. Good bus service remains.  Less car theft 
crime, but more drug dealing.

More traffic, some road improvements and building 
structure changes in urban core.

Neighborhood feels less safe with increase in rental units, 
influx of people from other parts of the city that are being 
gentrified.  I hear gunshots a few times a week, where I 
never heard them before 3 or 4 years ago.

There are many more homeless people, more crime and 
lots more graffiti.  I live right across the street from Davis 
Park and the community center seems to be a source of 
alot of problems.

Many businesses have closed and remain empty.  More 
multi family units have been constructed.  The townhouse 
boom has created a patchwork of unconnected 
sidewalks.  Resurfacing of the streets in the ‘Hub’ has left 
a mess of gravel creating a look of unkept gravel roads in 
the neighborhoods.

Small businesses declining.    Proliferation of fairly shoddy 
apartment buildings from Northgate Way up to 145th 
Street on either side of Lake City Way is a nighmare.  
Concentration of low-income households is real 
challenge.  I understand that people with low incomes 
need a place to live, but concentrating the poor and near 
poor in a neighborhood like Lake City invites the sort of 
challenges we see -- traffic congestion, gang paraphenalia 
and markings, and too many reports of violence and even 
murder in the neighborhood.    Concentration of new and 
used auto lots, low-end auto repair, detailing, and body 
repair shops, along with school bus parking lot is a visual 
nighmare along Lake City Way.      Gang graffiti seems to 
be multiplying; traffic very serious challenge.

Many apartments and new homes have been built.  Many 
more low-income residents, more crime, more noise and 
parking violations, and more homeless.  Average number 
of businesses have remained fairly constant.

There are more signs of gang activity.  Graffiti is popping 
up everywhere.  We are still lacking the amenities that 
you see in a neighborhood like Ballard.  I really don’t need 
a payday loan shop or a cell phone shop.

It is dirtier, scarier.  The increase in population has made 
the traffic situation unbelievable.

I have lived (owned a house) in the neighborhood for 
a year, but have been through Lake City several times 
before that. In the past year it seems that several 
businesses have closed, although some new ones have 
opened. It doesn’t seem like a very stable neighborhood 
in this way, and that is disappointing. I wish that there 
were more projects that include owner-occupied condos, 
townhouses, etc., rather than just big apartment 
buildings. I also wish that more viable stable, quality 
businesses would set up shop in Lake City; it is not much 
of a destination. The boulevard is nice, but it is not kept 
up well (mostly dirt) and the sidewalks are a mess. Always 
littered up. I hate to complain so much, but I see so many 
other urban villages (e.g., Ballard - my old neighborhood) 
that seem to be getting much more attention and help.

Crime has gotten worse in Lake City even in the few short 
years that I have lived there. I specifically purchased a 
home in Lake City because I belived it was an up and 
coming area. Now I am not so sure. The businesses are 
closing and more people are simply hanging out on the 
street. I live on 35th and there is open drug dealing going 
on all the time. It is not a safe place to walk and we do 
not feel comfortable walking unless it is daylight. We 
were hoping to be able to walk places and ride public 
transportation but there are so many problems with bus 
stops being unsafe and dirty. If I was able to sell my house 
I would and move somewhere else.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Well there has been new buildings in the neighborhood 
since I have been here more businesses also. Got rid a lot 
of the older buildings which is a plus. But within the last 
year it has deteriorated in my part of the neighborhood, 
there is consistently trash being left in the neighborhood, 
like mattresses, tv, etc. And also graffiti all over the area. 
Speeders going down our all the time. The only bright 
spot is that Northgate has remodeled from an eye to a 
better place to be at. I wish there was something done 
about the businesses that have close recently and the 
ones that have been closed for years now they are an 
eye sore, put new buildings on that site, have tear them 
down, or remodel them. Whatever it takes to make this 
neighbor look good. Because that is what is attracting all 
of this stuff I just mentioned. I like to you people respond 
to that as soon as possible if you can.

It has become slightly cleaner.

Security down, crime up!  That summarizes the 
WHOLE problem for me.  Wonderful people live in this 
neighborhood, but the change in feeling of safety over 
the years due to probable drug-users and possibly other 
homeless people has been dramatic.  Two home invasions 
in the immediate neighborhood within one year, and a 
bad incident near a restaurant that I used to like to walk 
to (all reported by the various News media.)  And other 
incidents in previous years (especially since 2001) that 
made me a lot more cautious than I’d like to have to be 
(including theft of a really tall ladder from my yard and 
someone shooting some kind of gun riddling my Front 
Porch Pillar one July!).  And of course Gangs and Gang 
graffitti have made their uncomfortable appearance now 
and then too.  Also a favorite Lake City Restaurant sold 
out a couple years ago due to increasing harassment from 
obvious non-residents.

I have lived in Lake City for one year. I am not too familiar 
with the neighborhood plans. I have witnessed criminal 
activity (graffiti, drug-dealing, etc.) rise since I first moved 
here. In general, I would say the neighborhood has been 
in decline.

LOTS more apartment buildings,  LOTS more homeless,  
Nice upgrades in buildings (Fred Meyer, Bartell Drugs),  
Nice upgrades to the High School and nice upgrades 
to Jane Adams/Summit school grounds,  Hear from 
neighbors of Gang activity,  Car break-ins, if the car is 
unintentionally left unlocked - we can expect it to be 
ransacked.

More young families have moved in, likely drawn by 
Cedar Park and the play area.  Drug activity also increased 
with the development of the Park, since the parking 
area is poorly lit and so far the City has not reponded 
to neighbors’ requests for improvements.  Graffiti has 
increased.  Traffic has increased on arterials. Luckily our 
sub-neighborhood (Cedar Park) was able to get some 
speed bumps put in and this has helped to some extent 
with the speeding. Houever, this process took about 6 
years and didn’t do everything it was supposed to, like 
bump out curbs by the park.

Really good job on Lake City Library, Service Center.  Park 
works well for farmer’s market.  Seems to be more crime.  
Lake City Way just north & south of 125th is a lot nicer.

More apparent gang activity, graffeti, etc. More density 
on existing lots. More traffic. Still no sidewalks in most 
neighborhoods.

We have more large mixed-use buildings in the 
commercial core area. We have more people needing 
public services, a much more diverse population. But 
it seems the one mega car dealer (Bill Pierre) keeps 
snapping up more and more property and the use to 
which they put these properties is less than ideal. They 
create visual mundanity, offer services to few of the local 
residents and overall just don’t offer much to those that 
live here. During the neighborhood planning process 
(‘93-’97) we approached the Pierres and they said “When 
the time comes for us to contribute, we’ll get to the table 
and contribute.” To my awareness they never did.  The 
new buildings are, in many cases, poorly designed. Lake 
City is full of decrepit 70’s spec commercial buildings, and 
it seems to create an aesthetic precedent that says to 
new developers “Well, this area already looks crummy, 
so we can get by with less than great new construction.” 
It’s a perception that is very hard to overcome, regardless 
of the neighborhood-specific Design Guidelines. (from 
4.5 years as a Design Review Board member.)  Recent 
improvements along Lake City Way are helpful....but 
more street trees should be required.

I have only lived in Lake City for one year, but have 
changed buses in Lake City every day for three years.  The 
biggest change I’ve noticed has been the development on 
Lake City Way between 125th and 130th.  I really like the 
new development.  I go to several of the stores frequently 
and I think the new construction did much to improve the 
look and feel of that block.
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I notice in our area that there has been a lot of townhome 
construction, which is now on hold due to the economy. 
A few homes appear to have been abandoned as well. We 
have been here for 1.5 years, so it doesn’t give too much 
time to observe changes. Just enough time to observe 
and get used to the general “feel” of the neighborhood 
now that we live here and take it all in on a daily basis 
throughout the seasons.

The Lake City area is nicer with better sidewalks and 
more attractive open areas.  Nice library, farmer’s market, 
etc.  Still too many car dealerships and other tacky 
looking businesses.  We don’t generally walk to Lake City 
businesses because it doesn’t feel safe.  In general, we 
go south to the Wedgwood area which feels more family 
friendly and community oriented.

yes, there is some development in the downtown 
corridor. and some other improvements that can be seen.

There has been some business redevelopment and 
increased population with new large apartment 
structures

New development in the retail core. Also, I’d say, a 
marked uprise in gang activity/decline in safety.

Improvements have been made to the library, Albert 
Davis park, and currently the fire station.  The City 
was instrumental in saving the Farmers Market.  The 
community continues to deal with crime, litter, graffiti, 
and a lack of pedestrian amenities.  Flashing cross walk 
improvements accross Lake City Way in the central 
business district have been a godsend, but other 
crossings remain dangerous and 90% of the district have 
no sidewalks.  New development in the business district 
has improved the look of the business district and created 
density, but infrastructure (sidewalks, safety, etc) has not 
kept pace.

more crime

Some pedestrian improvements have been made.  Rick’s 
night club has been allowed by the City to expand into 
the adjacent single family neighborhood.  Lake City Way 
NE has been improved. Garish buildings like Solara have 
been built in the Hub Urban Village without providing 
adequate parking for tenants, so tenants illegally park on 
adjacent owners’ property.

The neighborhood has become more diverse with an 
increase in recent immigrants especially from east Africa.  
We have also had more young families move into the 
neighborhood.    We have had increases in gang related 
and drug related crimes.    Neighbors are looking for more 
restaurants and shops to walk to.

The “urban village” in Lake City has grown tremendously, 
but the surrounding neighborhood has not changed. 
We’re still lacking good local and intra-city public 
transportation to connect us to the urban hub in Lake City 
and other parts of the city.

In my immediate neighborhood, changes are pretty 
minor.  Some new four-unit residences have been built 
in the block just south of 145th, which has increased 
congestion, but a few traffic circles in the area have 
improved safety.  Bus service has changed--but for a 
downtown worker is still good.    The introduction of 
the farmers market is GREAT, and the new buildings at 
LCW and 125th are...not so great.  If that corner is an 
indication, the area is in danger of losing its character.  
Another good change is discovering the Pinehurst 
blog and making connections with my new, younger 
neighbors.
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other things respondents 
are pleased about:

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?

transportation housing safety parks &
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public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district
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buildings
(new and
existing)

other
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Housing is affordable, for the most part.  Metro offers many routes here.

The effort to improve the library and the public space with the library is very 
nice. There are a lot of transportation options.

Though buses aren’t always reliable, Lake City has one of, if not the best, 
transportation access to the city and beyond. In any direction to any major 
part of Seattle (and the east side), it seems there is a bus that can get you 
there directly.    The large housing lots that remain in North Seattle are very 
unique. Though some are falling to subdivision, there is still a farm-like quality 
to the housing around Lake City-- a valuable asset to the area.    I also like that 
there are several non-European businesses in Lake City and our neighborhood, 
though mostly Caucasian, is fairly diverse for Seattle.    Love the Sporthaus 
soccer store. Having Meiko’s is a big plus.

I love the Meadowbrook detention pond and the green space by Nathan Hale 
High School as well as the Lake City Library and Neighborhood Service Center.

The newly landscaped park next to the library/community center is very good.

The bus lines to downtown are good.

I really like the new development along Lake City Way in between 125h and 
130th.  The library is fantastic!  The farmers’ market is really great.

Lake City has restaurants, supermarkets, and specialty shops--you don’t really 
need to leave the neighborhood for every day items.  Meadowbook Community 
Center and the library are both assets, as is the mini-City Hall.

• diversity
• I LOVE the summer farmers 
market and that many in the 
neighborhood and getting together 
to hold public events in public parks 
here. I think it encourages a positive 
environment and discourages the 
takeover of public areas by drug 
dealers and vandals (at l
• facilities to encourage biking and 
walking
• Farmers Market
• A new fire house
• my neighbors
• Tremendous social diversity
• All of the large, old existing trees. 
And the rural feel.
• Farmers Market!
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The area by the Library/Community Service center is 
great - wonderful to have such resources all in one spot. 
Stores and restaurants seem to be growing, but I do think 
more work is needed. The bus system goes many places 
in the area, which is nice.

variety of international dining

Bus service in Lake City is awesome and driving in your 
car places is very nice (especially with the vehicular 
improvements to Lake City Way.  The new Library, 
Neighborhood Service Center, and Farmer’s Market are 
awesome.

Love the farmers market and upgraded library.  I think 
it would be great if more “neighborhood history” were 
posted along Lake City or some other thematic feature 
(pretty lampposts or distinctive signs “welcome to Lake 
City” or something.    Along Lake City Way, there is lots of 
transit (306, 312, 522, etc), and the ability to load bikes on 
the bus is a great boon.  It would be great if there were a 
“bike park and ride” (maybe use some of the parking lot 
at Value Village or QFC, or the park at 125th).  Bike lanes 
and marking would be helpful along 125th (especially 
between LCW and 15th NE), or an alternate route 
developed and signed.  More frequent road cleaning 
would get the grit and glass out of areas used for bikes, 
and small potholes (which matter to bikes) fixed.

There is very little to be pleased about in Lake City.  
Perhaps the most interesting/enjoyable thing is the small 
scale businesses that line a portion of the downtown on 
Lake City Way.

The new buildings, although WAY to many, are generally 
nice and well kept up.

While I am pleased with the new Metro and Sound Transit 
bus routes along Lake City Way, I do think there needs to 
be more Metro routes.

Glad to see the updating of the stores.

Convenient bus service and higher-than-average 
walkability when compared with other North Seattle 
areas.

I love living in the Lake city ‘hub’.  I can walk to so many 
businesses and restaurants or easily bus downtown.  I do 
wish there was a way to attract more businesses to fill the 
vacant spots.

Great connections to downtown. Unfortunately I work at 
the zoo, so no great transportation options for me- i drive 
solo.  Love my neighborhood park, although at night it 
tends to turn into open air drug market or a great place to 
take a hooker.

The new library and park are nice additions to the area.

The re-furbished library, the new Bartells and Rekhi 
buildings  etc. Business’s growing interest in participation 
in the greater community.

I love the remodeled library, the park behind it, and 
especially the farmer’s market.

Public transportation isn’t too bad in the Lake City area, 
though there’s always room for improvement when 
it comes to public transportation. And my family is 
fortunate to live within walking distance of the branch 
library, which we use heavily. Proximity to a library was 
high on our priority list when we were shopping for a 
home.

There has been relatively little development that has 
negatively impacted the single family residential areas. 
The redevelopment of the library and central business 
area on Lake City Way are great!

I have not seen any pleasing changes since I’ve lived here.

Very safe neighborhood. Beautiful parks. Great public 
services.

Love the new library

Lake City has made a great effort internally to address 
some problems that it has.  The business community 
is organised and better involved in civic issues and 
governance than any other area that I have seen.  The 
Chamber of Commerce, Community center, Parks 
Department, and Police all have worked hard this year.

Addition of Romio’s Pizza was nice addition on a corner 
with lots of transients.  Pleased with improvements on 
Lake City Way between Northgate Way and NE 130th St.

We have great transportation options: low traffic and 
many buses.  We have many, wonderful parks and a good 
library.
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One nice thing I can say is that Metro has become much 
more convenient than it used to be, I’m sure largely 
because of the sprawl continuing.

I love Davis Park and the revamp library.  I feel very 
fortunate to have the farmers market so close.

I think our library is excellent but I believe that our 
community center is old and outdated.  We could use 
a new community center.  However that being said 
Meadowbrook is close so I’m not sure that is a high 
priority.  Access to buses are great on 15th and Lake City 
Way.

The Farmer’s Market is a good thing, really good.

Yeah I like the new Northgate stores it was an a eyesore 
before. And the Fred Meyer redo since I been here it is 
nicer now I wish that Top foods would come in this area it 
is a lot less expensive than QFC, and Safeway.

Continued development of old shabby buildings will 
ultimately help the entire area.  But I don’t want to see 
mom and pop businesses ousted.

The services at the library and city service center are 
excellent.  Our park is spotless.  Love (mostly) the new 
Bartells corner, though wished there was a better public 
space there.

New and upgraded buildings in “downtown”.  Much more 
variety in retail (not just cars any more)

Businesses are improving - glad to see smaller, locally 
ownen places moving in.  I love the library and farmers 
market.

Farmer’s market is very welcome. Neighborhood’s 
proximity to mosque seems to have resulted in more 
Middle-Eastern shops and restaurants, adding some 
cultural diversity.

I am pleased, and also displeased with the business 
district.  I think it is trying really hard to be successful, but 
I believe a certain few businesses such as car dealerships 
bring smaller businesses down.

Our apartment building was nice inside
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• drug activity and domestic violence
• sidewalks/pedestrian safety
• Lack of sidewalks/lighting and too much 
through car traffic and transient activity 
in neighborhoods which adds to a lack 
of safety (in the last year I have had my 
home broken into while I was home, 
and I was attacked by a transient drunk 
woman’s pit bull 
• Traffic flow
• loss of “local flavor” along lake city way, 
bike safety
• variety and quality of businesses and 

opportunities for spending time in the 
community core
• sidewalks and safe walking
• disconnected sidewalks or no sidewalks
• seems to be a mecca for homeless drunks
• I would like to see a theater/resturants for 
night time activity
• Walkability (maybe this goes under 
safety)
• increased theft
• streets
• amount of criminal activity
• nice parks being used by criminal types 

generally after dark or after hours
• Growing signs of gang activity
• commercial/high density residential 
parking occurring in single family areas
• More sides walks needed
• Re-invigorate the Urban plan
• public schools
• side streets at night, and even during the 
day.
• Sidewalks
• sidewalks and pedestrian safety
• no sidewalks
• lack of sidewalks

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
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Too many HUGE apartment buildings have gone in over the past five years.  There are NO parks/open space close to 
where I live that I can get to easily.  The business district is a joke.

Lake City is not a safe community. The parks and open space are no longer safe for families. More and more businesses 
are closing and there isn’t a lot of businesses that I would want to purchase from. Buildings are riddled with grafitti and 
other buildings are falling apart.

Main street seems uninviting and littered.

The business district really needs some help. There are not a lot of destination shops or non-drinking establishments to 
hang out in. It is often heavily littered and it really seems to need some care & attention. There is a permanent homeless 
encampment right on the main street, by Toyoda Sushi. I wouldn’t come here for a day out if I didn’t live here. There is 
much more focus on other hub neighborhoods.
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The drug activity is ridiculous. Out in the open and the 
Wendy’s, in the parking lot of Meiko’s, or just down the 
street from my house. While I don’t feel unsafe or like I 
will personally be accosted, it seems just a matter of time 
where a deal goes wrong and something happens. There 
also seems to be huge amounts of domestic violence going 
on in Lake City.    Many of the businesses in Lake City are 
not attractive. From check cashing joints, head shops, 
hair salons, gun stores, and adult stores, there are few 
destination businesses. Likewise, there are few destination 
restaurants. Given the lack of wealth in Lake City, I am not 
sure if it could even sustain nicer or trendier establishments, 
but right now no one outside of Lake City has a reason 
to come visit. The loss of Cranium was a big shame. Nice 
to see some smaller eating spots open up (Uno’s pizza), 
but Lake City needs places like a record store and an ice 
cream parlor (Molly Moon’s, please). 45th in Wallingford is 
a great example of what type of stuff works. People come 
from outside Wallingford to eat and hang out there. Not 
happening in Lake City at all because there is little reason to 
go walking down the strip unless you want to hit a bar, get 
a tattoo, or score some speed.    The prominence of used 
car dealers I think cheapens the view of Lake City. Lots of 
cheap and cheesy advertising (giant inflatable gorillas, for 
instance), plus the zooming of test drives down residential 
streets from Bill Pierre is out of hand.    The strip malls 
also look downtrodden and lame. Tubs Subs and Luciano’s 
deserve better street appeal.

We could use a good independent coffee shop. In general 
I’d like to see more non-franchise small businesses, and 
I’d like to see the ones we have there encouraged and 
strengthened.    The park at the site of the old bank 
is unfriendly and abandoned.    The new Bartell’s was 
built with an orientation that is more car-focused than 
pedestrian-focused, and it presents an ugly wall on 125th 
that is just begging to be tagged.    Are there any bicycle 
facilities at all? Lake City Way is an important bike corridor 
that could potentially be much more important, but you 
take your life into your hands if you try to bike it, especially 
southbound.

I feel fairly safe on main streets during daylight hours. I feel 
very vulnerable after sunset, even in my own driveway.  The 
library is great. I don’t think the community center offers 
enough space for activities. I think of community centers 
keeping kids on the streets rather than a target for graffiti...

There is a serious lack of sidewalks in Lake City.  I am a 
runner and I walk to and from a bus stop every day.  I also 
often walk to do errands and I do not feel very safe as a 
pedestrian in the area.  I have had several close calls with 
cars while I have been on foot.

Bus service from other points in the city to Lake City 
could be much better.  There should be more sidewalks 
on the side streets and along some parts of Lake City 
itself.  There are few parks within walking distance--the 
only one close to my workplace is the Meadowbrook 
Pond facility, but technically its not a “park.”  I would like 
to see a P-Patch go in on the Jane Addams campus--there 
is a great spot on the northeast side of the building.

I still don’t feel 100% safe in certain parts of Lake City, 
particularly, the downtown hub area. It just seems shady - 
thuggish looking dudes hanging out, homeless folks, not 
an area I’m comfortable walking around by myself. The 
neighborhood restaurants and bars don’t seem friendly to 
me. In fact, I avoid most of them. I’d love to have a local 
spot to go, but haven’t found one in my comfort zone 
yet.    RE Traffic flow - Lake City Way seems dangerous to 
me. I often deal with people speeding like mad. If I need 
to make a turn from the center turning lane, I feel unsafe 
with so many cars speeding by me. The turn to get to/
from Northgate Way from Lake City Way is especially 
difficult, particularly when headed south to get back on 
LCW. It’s just plain dangerous, and it’s difficult to gauge 
how fast traffic is moving or if it’s safe to pull out onto the 
main road.    The downtown hub area can also be difficult 
to move through with buses stopping and pedestrians 
crossing. I do really appreciate the lighted crosswalks, 
though, and wish more areas of Seattle had them! 
Sometimes stopped buses will block the entire road, 
making it impossible for cars to pass. More of a Metro 
issue, I suppose, but that particular area feels cramped 
and hectic.

many open store fronts.  Landlords difficult to work with.

The homeless and alcoholics have taken up residence on 
the streets and door ways to the point they drive business 
out of the district.

We still have people wandering the streets, ending up on 
private property where they don’t belong, to hang out for 
illegal purposes.
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I believe that a light rail line would re-invigorate this area 
and spur development.  There are many opportunities 
for development of mixed-use projects and increased 
density.

Walking or biking around Lake City is awful.  There are 
very few sidewalks, many just end abruptly mid block.  
Sidewalks in the central business district are broken and 
difficult to walk on, possibly not ADA accessible.  There 
are few places to safely cross NE 125th St.  There are no 
designated bike routes.  Connection from Lake City to 
the Burke Gilman trail is non-existant.  Street parking in 
the residential area is a chaotic free for all, limits and/
or permit parking for the residential area would vastly 
improve the streetscape.    Drugs, gangs, graffiti, and 
litter continue to be a public safety issue.  Police are 
stepping up servalance, but more can be done.    Many 
Lake City parks are outdated and aimed at young kids (all 
5 parks near my condo have children’s play equipment).  
The majority of Lake City residents are young to middle 
age adults.  Other park amenities, such as P-patches and 
trails in the creek ravines would balance the current park 
resources.  P-patches would also help create community 
and provide healthy food for the low income residents.

removal of a park, lack of safety in the neighborhoods, 
lack of affordable, living wage housing

If new buildings are going to replace old buildings, the 
overall neighborhood feeling should be considered.  
The old Low rise buildings along LCW give a sense of 
openness and access to the sky.  If six-story buildings 
replace one-story buildings, there needs to be more 
setback to avoid the sense of being in a dark canyon.  I 
see how Ballard is changing the same way.  I’d like to see 
wider streets, wider sidewalks, or stairstep fronts (like, 
from the second or third story up, the building is set back, 
or indented, to avoid a vertical wall from the sidewalk to 
the roof.).

There has been virtually no traffic infrastructure 
changes although the population of this area is now 
vastly increased.  While there may be some increased 
bus service, this does not do any of us any good who 
are forced to use the neithborhood surface streets and 
throughways, which now are vastly more busy, and 
clogged. Putting in a few demand lights does not make 
the grade!

There seems to be very little police presence for the 
number of public safety problems observed in this 
neighborhood.  It would also be agood neighborhood to 
see police out of the cars and perhaps on bikes.

If Lake City is to become a true urban village, the 
buildings and street infrastructure needs to be conducive 
for a walkable, viable business district. The buildings and 
parking needs to be less car centric.

This neighboor is woefully underserved by businesses like 
grocery stores.  And, the neighborhood lacks the density 
needed to feel like a thriving, bustling neighorhood.

How many apartment buildings can be put up in this little 
community????????

Traffic in front of my house is unbearable.  No traffic 
calming activities.  People use Roosevelt Way NE as a 
speed way to 15th  and heading to Lake City.  It’s life 
threatening just getting your mail out of the mail box.

Cheaply-built densification; no sidewalks;grafitti; few 
restaurants; unsafe crosswalks

Parking and noise violations rarely enforced by police/
landlords.

I would like to see a community garden in the Lake city 
area or perhaps more parks replacing empty neglected 
lots.  Although I can easily walk everywhere, I must walk 
in the streets.  This is due to the lack of sidewalks around 
the amin intersection.  You can’t even walk on the edge 
because of the parked vehicles.  There are a number of 
wheelchair bound people in the area that must do the 
same and travel in the streets.

Would like to see night time/weekend family activities
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Getting across 35th Ave NE to access the business district 
to my west is dangerous on foot. The closest cross walks 
are about 1/2 mile in either direction. In a car, the buses 
lined up in front of Fred Meyer make it risky to pull out 
from 130th onto 35th. Police patrols need to expand their 
work from ‘little beirut’ into the surrounding areas, since 
that’s where the hoodlums are going, looking for cars 
and houses to break into and things to tag. Graffiti has 
increased substantially in the last 3 years.  I really wish we 
had some better shopping options- somebody get Trader 
Joes in here, ok? And maybe a pub that isn’t a skanky 
dive? (sorry Rimrock, but you scare me).  And while I 
would like to see more density, and like the cottage 
idea, I abhor two things that have been happening in my 
neighborhood buildings- either someone tears down 
and then rebuilds a huge, completely out of scale, out-
to-the-lot-line single family home, or, someone tears 
down a single home on a large lot, and then crams 4-5 
townhouses in the space, also out to the lot line, and with 
little to no green space or permeable surfaces. We must 
be able to do better than this.

See previous

The neigborhood feels less safe than it did five years ago.    
It would be nice to have a park with a playground in the 
Jackson Park/Olympic Hills area.

We need more youth oriented programs, ie basketball, 
scocer, baseball etc. and a skate park to occupy kids time. 
We need facilities here to offer these sports to kids.

I live across the street from the Jackson Park Village 
public housing community. In the 8 years since I’ve been 
here, the condition of that complex has deteriorated. 
Now it’s deplorable, with overflowing dumpsters, rats, 
boarded up windows, and discarded furniture. Along with 
this has come an uptick in gang and drug activity.

My comments for Question #1 apply here as well. 
Additionally, I would point out that Lake City is sorely 
in need of small, locally owned restaurants and other 
business establishments (coffeehouses, bookstores, 
movie theaters, etc.). They’re getting pushed out by 
corporate giants, and nothing destroys the fabric of a 
community faster than mass corporate takeover. As for 
housing, much of the low-rent apartment buildings in 
Lake City are simply deplorable.

We need more sidewalks

Too much crime and vandalism.

Crime appears to have increased in the single family 
residential areas, especially Olympic Hills neighborhood.

Could really use more parks.  Open space at 125th & 
Lake City Way a magnet for homeless, etc. that just hang 
around.

The city of Seattle seems to have adopted a policy of 
consciously concentrating low-end apartments in and 
around Lake City.    Needs to be effort to develop higher 
end jobs, better housing, and attack the visual pollution 
that Lake  City Way presents.

Building rule changes have harmed single family 
properties by allowing developments without adequate 
parking, forcing “spillover parking” in front of nearby 
homes and businesses.

Affordable housing is a big worry. I don’t own a car, and 
even with a combination of biking and taking the metro 
bus, I find it hard to get around the city. Also: we need 
more businesses outside Lake City’s “urban village” and 
in the neighborhood! We can’t have a vibrant community 
without mixed commercial and residential use.

I live on 98th and the cars cut from Lake City Way to 35th 
NE at a high rate of speed.  It is difficult to walk on the 
street without fear of getting hit.

Our area has a huge population that services all of seattle.  
We deserve to have our low income housing protected 
and yet still attempt a high quality of life.  Re-invest in 
infrastructure in our area.  The streets and sidewalks.  
Establish and architectural style code.  Streetlights and 
beat cops to promote a safer environment.  Speedbumps 
in high density areas.  Less townhomes/condos and more 
low income housing that promotes community.

Many streetlights stayed burned out for many months 
last winter.  Lack of sidewalks.  30th Ave NE needs 
repaving badly north of 125th St NE.  Lots of homeless 
and mentally ill hanging out on Lake City Way and at bus 
stops.

See comments on previous page.

With some many great neighborhoods in Seattle with 
cute little shops and resteraunts - ours really sucks.

this is no longer a neighborhood - the “idea” that people 
would get out of their cars and take public transit was 
never actually thought out it appears.
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Crime is growing in the neighborhood, especially drug 
and gang related crime.  The Lake City business district 
needs massive change and new leadership (not the 
Chamber executive, but board level change).  The public 
schools, especially Olympic Hills Elementary needs more 
funding and a new principal.  Neighborhood families 
are not sending their kids to our neighborhood public 
schools.  And, we need sidewalks, especially in the Lake 
City Urban Core.

Why are we encouraging more gangsters in our 
neighborhood.  There have been numerous stories in 
the PI about gang activity at the Community Center and 
park after hip hop dances at the Community Center.    The 
business district is a sad place.  There really aren’t any 
businesses there that I frequent.  I wish we had more 
resteraunts and interesting shops.

I think safety is a concern.  There needs to be more 
efforts to set up block watches and block parties.  I think 
this is difficult in a neighborhood with a lot of renters, 
which we seem to be.  I think the business district could 
use more destination businesses like coffeeshops, 
bookstores, restaurants.  We lost a used bookstore and 
a great restaurant. The rebuild on the corner of 125th 
an LCW got rid of some businesses and is probably too 
expensive for more mom and pop type stores that give 
the neighborhood character...the last thing we need are 
more mobile phone businesses which seem to dominant.  
I don’t particularly like the condo structure that were 
built N of 125th after the fire..they are ugly and not very 
neighborhood friendly.

Our community center is old and crummy...crummy!!  It 
takes over an hour to get anywhere in this city, by bus, 
besides downtown - bus service should be improved.

Yeah the business the businesses that have closed 
recently and the businesses that have been close for 
years now that is way to long for a businesses to closed 
and nothing has been done about it. The trash being left 
in neighbor hoods, speeders racing down the streets. 
No sidewalk on side of the street no, speed bumps to 
slow down traffic and crosswalks for the elderly, and the 
disabled to go into Fred Meyer from 33rd Ave

This is a terrible neighbourhood in which to be a 
pedestrian.  I am a homeowner and live within the hub 
village area and there are still no sidewalks on my street.  
It is unsafe for people with children and not friendly to 
people who use wheelchairs or have other difficulties 
walking.

It is extremely difficult and dangerous to be a pedestrian 
in Lake City. You are forced to walk in the street or 
drive a car. These are the choices because of the lack of 
sidewalks. Lake City is home to many disabled people. 
My wife is a working artist who has MS. She can no 
longer walk and uses a wheelchair. We like to walk to 
the business district,parks, and church, all of which are 
a few blocks away. We are forced to walk and “wheel” 
in the street any time we want to go out.    Even 35th 
Ave NE which has sidewalks is a mess. The trees are 
planted too close to the residential property lines and 
the sidewalk space between the trees and the fences is 
often too narrow for a wheelchair. Roots have pushed up 
the sidewalk and make it very difficult for a wheelchair to 
negotiate. North of 125th, the sidewalks on 35th do not 
all have curbcuts. In short, a wheelchair bound person has 
it very hard in Lake City if the do not want to always have 
to get in a car to go somewhere.

**HATE** THE CUT THROUGH TRAFFIC ON HIRAM 
PLACE.  Its absurd that we have to wait for a serious 
accident to happen before we can get some sort of traffic 
controll on our street.  HUNDREDS of cars (literally - Ive 
counted) cut through every day - typically speeding.  
Also we desperately need sidewalks to and from the LC 
Playground.  Very dangerous conditions there now.  Need 
the downtown business owners to fix up their storefronts 
(need help for them to do this).

Concerned about the rise in gang activity in last couple of 
years.  Graffiti is no longer painted out right away like it 
was in previous years.

Not enough desirable shops and restaurants in the 
area. Examples of undesirable businesses: Discount gun 
sales, Rick’s, payday loan shops, junk stores (these are 
not antique shops), far too much space for car sales. 
Too many (relatively) cheap apartment units. The local 
supermarket (QFC) always seems on the verge of closing 
down, while those in other neighborhoods have priority 
for renovation and improvement. What happened to 
plans to expand and improve the Safeway on 15th and 
125th? Community center run-down and not being put to 
good use.

The parking lot to our apartment building was constantly 
full of homeless people along with gangsters at night 
time.  Very unsafe and scary.  Lot of car break ins
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I think the green/open space changes are not 
very visible, if they’re happening.  The work on 
Thornton Creek at Northgate is high profile, but 
I’m not aware of significant improvements in this 
neighborhood.  Victory Creek park is in need of 
more invasive removal help!

Neighborhood leadership is well intentioned but 
weak on execution and inclusiveness.  Focus is on 
parks and environmental issues and needs more 
emphasis on land use issues and improving the 
business areas.  Also, better results are needed 
in fixing serious pedestrian infrastructure gaps in 
the Lake City Urban Core.

Public facility improvements have occured 
(Library, Fire Station, Neighborhood Center), 
transportation amenities are still lacking 
(sidewalks).

Little has been done to revitalize majority of the 
neighborhood; post office, community center, 
grocery stores and the ability to travel between 
theses places

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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How well are your Neighborhood Plan vision and 
key strategies being achieved?

I notice that the new fire station is being built, which is GREAT, however, it is more the overall general feel of Lake 
City that lacks improvement. I would love to see more people able to walk instead of drive here, but that requires 
proper sidewalks, lighting, and just an overall sense of safety, that I think Lake City lacks. I find that most people come 
home from work everyday and just hull up in their homes because they don’t feel comfortable walking around the 
neighborhood. I have neighbors that won’t even shop at Fred Meyer because they don’t want to be bothered by those 
doing drug deals in the parking lot. I don’t know what the solution is in discouraging illegal activity in Lake City though, 
but I feel the more the people that live here stay in their homes, the more those doing illegal activity view public areas 
as their own, which encourages it more. Residents need to be able to take back their city and feel comfortable and safe 
in the streets of their neighborhood. I think a more “”developed”” feel might encourage progress here.

I have only been living in the neighborhood for year, so I don’t know how much has changed since the vision was 
adopted.

I have not been able to track this since we created the Neighborhood Plan. I Co-Chaired the effort, but work got way too 
busy for me to stay involved.

Some have been achieved, like library and fire station improvements. More have not: We have not seen improvements 
in these areas, all part of the strategic plan: pedestrian and bike improvements; community center and commercial 
activities; and especially business vitality, sense of community and strong connections to surrounding neighborhoods.

How could I possibly know this without a report that shows what has been accomplished and what hasn’t yet? The 
status report does not break it down to the project lvel.

All I can comment on is the street upgrades, I don’t know really of anything else.
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Plans and goals are great, and we could all dream up 
a wonderful utopia, but carrying out those plans are 
different. Obviously the recession doesn’t help things, but 
that is no excuse.

We are still not a walkable neighborhood.  We need a 
sidewalk on 27th Ave and 20th Ave.

Safety is always in question, the downtown core seems 
to be failing. There seems to be little sense of community 
- though I try to find it, and I try to patronize local 
businesses. The farmer’s market is nice, but its only for 
a few months in the summer. How is this a good urban 
hub? I don’t see it, when compare to so many other 
Seattle neighborhoods. Lake City is on the northern 
border of the city; when you cross into Shoreline from LC, 
you are welcomed with a sign and the border is neat. Not 
so heading south into Seattle at Lake City; it seems the 
city is embarassed by it.

I can see that much has been done in the past decade but 
it seems as though no progress has been made in the past 
5 years (aside from more housing).

Still need sidewalks!

I was very excited about the idea of an ‘urban village’ 
in Lake City. But having the contrast between what is 
being done in Northgate vs Lake City, I realize that lots of 
housing units have been built,  but seemingly little else. 
There has to be attractions and a nice environment to get 
people to commit to Lake City, and that is not happening. 
A lot of the main drag is unsightly and rundown. Given 
the incredible access to bus commuting, Lake City should 
be a very popular place to live for people that work all 
over the city. But it seems, rather, Lake City is much more 
a place for down and out behavior. 
I also do not notice any attempt to make Lake City more 
accessible via bike. Lake City is not a safe place to share 
the road with cars. The hilly nature of the area makes 
it a difficult place to bike, but it would be great if some 
attempt to make it a safer biking environment would 
occur (which Seattle’s master bike plan has overlooked).

Have to say, most of the stuff mentioned in the report has 
been done already.  Long way to go with the sidewalks 
and bike lane support.  Traffic control, in general, is not 
improving.  Crime is still a major problem.

I’m not really aware at this point of real projects that 
address the issues referred to in the vision plan and key 
strategies.

We have made a lot of good changes, but we have a long 
way to go ie the establishment of our own BIA, youth 
activities, cultural oppertunities. Etc.

Lake City still has WAY TOO MUCH emphasis on the 
automobile.  It could be a much nicer location with more 
sophisticated planning effort.

I see virtually no positive change taking place in Lake City. 
Another lost local business that I forgot to mention in my 
answers to the first two questions is Chang Thai, near the 
corner of 125th and Lake City Way.

Street revitalisation has been very slow in this area, 
especially near the northern edge.  Bus service to 
and from the Lake City hub takes longer then almost 
anywhere in the city.  The public safety perception is poor.  
There is very little sustained social enterprises for young 
at-risk kids.

We still have no sidewalks anywhere where I would 
find them useful.  I’ve seen zero signs of a “”Hub Urban 
Village”” development.  There are no natural/open spaces 
to speak of.  The shopping area is worse than it has ever 
been.

Since I am so new to the area, I can’t really comment 
accurately. Overall, I do feel that the look and feel of the 
area has improved, but it still has a ways to go.

I feel the side neighborhoods are being neglected in this 
vision.

compared to some other neighborhoods - Ballard for 
instance, Lake City is getting a minimal amount of 
attention to achieve the plan.

The urban village is developing nicely and residential 
areas have been protected. Cut through traffic remains a 
problem and there is not safe pedestrian routes from the 
residential areas into the business district. There seems 
to be a perception that safety and security concerns have 
increased, especially in the Olympic Hills neighborhood 
where crime seems to have increased. Sidewalks have not 
increased outside the business district and immediately 
adjacent areas.

I am so pleased with the additional resources the 
neighborhood is give those in need but question if it is 
balanced correctly for the amount of public drinking and 
aggressive panhandling that happens.
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I’d have no objection to increased population if the 
services increased proportonately.  This has NOT 
happened, and I see now plans that it will.  We were 
promised sidewalks about 20-30 years ago.  Where are 
they?

Though I didn’t always agree with what was being done, 
the downtown area is much more pedestrian friendly.  
Parks in the area are well maintained; however, they 
become “”drug magnets”” at night.

I like the new library and the integration with other 
services and Albert Davis Park....
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This area is saved by the abundance of mature 
trees--including the Jackson Park golf course.  
But many are on private land, and as the density 
increases, there will be less of that forest feeling.  
The public space trees also are disappearing-
-some because they’re old and are not being 
replaced, some because the telephone and power 
line people have the last word.  A mass replanting 
is essential, and more setbacks to allow trees 
along corridors.  I support city aquisition of some 
of the current parking lot areas (adjacent to 
businesses) and use of those spaces for trees, 
community events, and bike park’n’rides.

Transportation and dense growth need to be a 
priority for this part of the city. I love our green 
spaces around here, but we have plenty of them 
already. Let’s focus more on density now.

The population has changed and I think priorities 
have changed as well.  We need more priority on 
better pedestrian infrastructure, building a more 
vibrant urban core and blurring the lines between 
single-family parts of the neighborhood and 
multi-family parts of the neighborhood.

Sidewalks and bike routes!

s.

i feel like some aspects of the plan, like the multi-modal project, never got finished and where simply “”brushed under 
the carpet””...

same as above

See above.

If I was better informed on the Planning Vision I could supply a better comment.

It seems like the vision is Make it Better, but not how to make it better. Maybe I missed that part.

Not sure who this question is asking about. Yes, these things are a priority to those that live here, but not sure about 
whether they are to the rest of the city.

I hear about changes to many communities, but very little focus on the Lake City core.  Are pedestrian improvements 
still a priotity?  It doesn’t seem so.  New development is required to install sidewalks, but there is no visible effort to 
create connectivity between these concrete slabs.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?
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Lots of work done on Lake City Way to make it a better 
place for vehicle transportation, which I think was done 
well. Planting trees and adding a sidewalk was very nice 
and definitely needed, but Bill Pierre is still very unsightly.  
The renewal of the library and the surrounding parks was 
terrific and very much appreciated. 
I have no clue what is actively being done about the 
‘urban village’-- I do not see much priority being place on 
it.

I’d say its still pretty much on track.

Priority for whom? For my family and me? You better 
believe it. For the city? Increasingly doubtful. I guess it’s 
pretty easy to feel like a second-class citizen when your 
city--one of the richest in the nation--doesn’t even think 
you’re deserving of sidewalks. It speaks volumes.

See above

Bicycle facilities are much more important.

The retail / service sector from 95th - 145th on Lake City 
way is really suffering. Many buildings are vacant and/
or in poor condition. This distracts significantly from 
the look and feel of the neighborhood and keep quality 
business owners from committing to leases.

The traffic corridor through Lake City has improved 
some but it will not be enough to sustain future growth. 
The lack of any type of long range planning for public 
transportation beyond buses is a mistake. The light rail 
line should be extended to Lake City and beyond to pick 
up the large volume of people commuting from the 
northwest side of Lake Washington to downtown. This 
would take some of the pressure off of a highway corridor 
that has no ability to expand.
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Housing and transportation

Mixing the multi-family housing with single-family 
housing residents.  Schools.  Pedestrian safety.  Improving 
the business district and urban core.

Protecting single family neighborhoods from harmful 
impacts of commercial and high density development/ 
more funding for pedestrian improvements ie sidewalks 
in neighborhoods

A. Pedestrian and Bicycle Ways. 
C. Improve Natural Systems and Open Spaces

Pedestrians and byciclists.

Crime prevention, pedestrian access, safety

Sidewalks, park development, crime

Sidewalks and safety.

transportation networks, development patterns

Transportation (Mass), public services needed, creating 
a diverse (types of services) retail core, housing 
affordability and public amenities. And infrastructure !! 
(Utilities, etc.)

walkability, crime

Future projects - upgrades to the area

Crime, useful community centers

Eliminating crime.

safety after dark!  Lake City is a ghetto after dark and run 
by hoodlems who yell all night and break into cars

Sidewalks in the urban village.  Hopefully when the fire 
station is completed there will be a usable sidewalk 
between 30th aveNE and 27th aveNE so that it will be 
possible to visit the library, etc.  Other nearby streets 
should be assessed for walkability.

On getting owners of businesses that are closed to get 
something going as soon as possible they have been far 
to long.

Sidewalks!

safety, parks, open spaces, 33rd ave street redesign, drug 
enforcement.

More and improved parks and open space - the vacant 
lot concrete “”park”” on Lake City Way and NE 125th St is 
one example.

development patterns and public amenities

Generating economic development and employment 
opportunities requiring more advanced education. 
Recreational opportunities for young people.

Sidewalks and perceived safety within the commuity.

Sidewalks and parks

Public safety

Crime activity and how the city is going to address the 
increasing drug and gang activity in Lake City. 
Specific updates on how the ‘urban village’ is progressing.

Traffic control, and saftey.  We’ve had two home invasions 
and a mid-day robbery on our street (Hiram Place) 
recently.  Walking is treachorous. I cannot let my 6 yo 
cross the street alone due to speeding cars and lack of 
sidewalks.  Bike Lanes.

communicating these plans to the public.  There are some 
exciting concepts here--if people don’t know about them, 
they can’t join in the fun!

Developing the empty car lots.  Increasing density along 
Lake City Way.  Adding more transit along Lake City Way.

Reinventing Lake City, just as Ballard and Fremont were 
reinvented...and re-marketed. 
Connecting low income residents with education and 
opportunities to make a living wage. 
Engaging commercial landowners in improving the visual 
appeal of Lake City

Maintaining streets. The condition of the pavement 
in Seattle, overall, is horrifying. Adding sidewalks to 
neighborhoods. Keeping vegetation on city right of ways 
maintained, i.e., overgrown open drainage ditches as a 
HUGE fire hazard this year.

Public safety, policing

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Helping the community establish the BIA

Enforcing small crimes like jaywalking, loitering, 
disorderly conduct.  This would likely trickle up to 
“”bigger”” crimes.  Parking situation detracts from core 
business district.

Parks and alternative transportation such as light rail and 
dedicated bike lanes.

green areas

supporting small business

police and safety

Making Lake City a destination not a place to pass 
through.

Community Involvement. Here is one concern regarding 
involvement. 
I use to get a email notice about the neighborhood 
association meetings. I switch my email and stopped 
getting them. I use to go on occasion because I want to 
be more involved in Lake City. When I go into the website 
for the city I have yet to find a place where I can get email 
alerts about my neighborhood. I really have spent a lot of 
time looking. I would imagine it is there, but the website 
makes things very difficult to follow.  
I use to go to

sidewalks near the elementary schools

Implementing sidewalks, increasing number of local 
businesses, decreasing number of corporate chain 
businesses, increasing crime prevention efforts, more 
public transportation options (though these are currently 
fairly good).

Transportation: Make vehicle traffic flow quickly through. 
Bus service needs streamlining. Lake city way is a major 
conduit to and from the Bothell area.  Public safety and 
gang issues. Pedestrian access via the sidestreets, better 
and more sidewalks. A bicycle lane southbound for 
bicycles going uphill towards downtown.

Bike facilities, including lanes, sharrows, and racks. 
Pedestrian safety and convenience in the Urban Village. 
Targeted business support for small independent 
business owners, not franchises and big business. 
Public safety -- vitality can’t flourish without it.

Fostering independent businesses, not on chain stores, 
and on promoting single-family residential home 
ownership, not these enormous apartment buildings.

safety

Safety, public spaces that unify the area

Hub Urban Village

safety, building community

Parks, recreation, community centers, small business 
develpment, COMMUNITY development, SAFETY

The side neighborhoods, like 32nd Ave. Ne. from 140th to 
145th Ne.

Sidewalks and pedestrian safety not just on the main 
roads, but also out in the neighborhoods. 
An ADA access review of all intersections where sidewalks 
do exist for proper widths and curbcuts. Even the main 
intersection at Lkae City Way and 125th is not wheelchair 
friendly because of poor location of the curbcuts.

Pedestrian safety along the north-south routes like 30th 
Ave, meaning sidewalks. Development of

NEIGHBORHOODS being safe for everybody - that 
means off street parking, sidewalks.

P-Patch development and open space, improvement of 
parks, developing an “”urban hub””

Creating a hub urban village and improving pedestrian 
and bicycle ways. Increase the sense of security

Additional public art should be more traditional then the 
teapot that was added at 30th and 123rd. 

Perceived public safety.
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Infrastructure to go along with the growth.

public safety

Pulling in businesses that add character to the 
neighborhood, more block watch and block parties 
so neighbors get to know one another, and more park 
activities.  Also, I do think it’s great that our food bank 
and Rotocare are locating to a new building.  I also think 
we need a P-Patch in our neighborhood.

maintaining green and open spaces.

Ped safety

Transportation and pedestrian accomodations such as 
sidewalks.
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Creeks.  Protecting single-family zoning.

Automotive improvements.  Lake City is much to auto 
dependent.

Cars and traffic right of way.

new buildings

Development patterns (not sure how valuable that 
information would be, compared to other greater needs 
for information.)

Urban village - we can not create an urban village without 
fixing some root problems first.

Housing affordability - present and future SHA 
developments on 33rd Ave NE should be more than 
sufficient for a single neighborhood.

housing affordability (there is a lot of low-income housing 
here - there needs to be more of a mix of mid- to upper 
scale housing)

Cheap apartments.

Increase in density of housing and new retail fronts until 
the exhisting buildings find tenants.

developent

As much as I’d love it, Id trade a new community center 
for better and significant traffic control.

Installing stupid sculptures that are supposed to be 
“”public art””.  It’s a waste of money.

Supporting and enabling homeless individuals while the 
rest of the community endures them. This comment 
applies to homeless individuals who choose being 
homeless as a lifestyle and engage in addictive behaviors 
that serve neither them nor the community of Lake City. 
This comment does not apply to those who are homeless 
due to recent changes in their employment or income.

bicycle throughways, recycling every little thing, bag 
taxes

Phony ‘feel good’ programs that gloss over the mess

Wasting money on token street plantings and sidewalks 
that largely go unused.

planting strips in the middle of the roads

Accommodating all the corporate ugliness along Lake 
City Way, which could easily be a much more appealing 
thoroughfare.

Please spend less time on side street traffic mitigation.  
That is a necessary by-product of congestion.  Instead, 
make the traffic flow smoother and faster.

Civic buildings and services. Not that I don’t want to see 
them supported, but they’re already pretty darn good.  
Street trees. I love them, but the local thugs have been 
severely damaging the ones we have.

New housing/condos.

Businesses that compromise safety like gun shops and 
strip clubs. It’s great that auto row is a staple, but need 
there be so much of it? And I swear to God if a mini casino 
opens up here, I’m moving to Ballard.

Ballard!!! 
Ballard seems to be getting all the money. I was amazed 
to see that every single intersection even out in the 
neighborhoods has brand new curbcuts on all corners. 
Why is Ballard getting all of the attention and Lake City 
next to none? This is very upsetting.

Public artwork. Sidewalks in front of car dealerships--
seems a little paradoxical doesnt it? How about sidewalks 
from the neighborhoods down into the business district?

trying to add housing and hope people get out of their 
cars.

expanding footprints and ashphalt.

Condo building and tree removal

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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I like the demographic information in the report.  It would be interesting 
to see the neighborhoods in comparison to one other, using the same 
charts side by side.  Is there a summary document that would make this 
easier to see?  Particularly the racial/ethnic composition data.  I’d like to 
know if the city has a plan to even out the wedges in the pie. 
I think the density is hard to visualize--and with the ability to 
incorporate images, I think a pdf of the current Lake City Way 
neighborhood (with its density) FROM GROUND LEVEL should be 
shown, next to an image of what the future density might look like.  
If LCW becomes a dark corridor through blocks of 6-story buildings 
built to the edge of the property, it will be heartbreaking.  I don’t think 
people see it coming.

The data is very outdated.

Plan lacks strategies to carry out goal of protecting residential 
neighborhoods from harmful impacts of nearby commercial and high 
density development.

There is no bus service to Husky stadium that I can tell.  It would be nice 
to be able to take a bus that goes down 35th to Montlake so you could 
easily get to Husky stadium and athlectic area.  All the buses take you 
way up into the University.

Infrastructure current status and targeted needs for improvements as 
the Hub Urban Village densifies, infrastructure upgrades will be needed.

How about telling us what projects have actually impacted the parts of 
the neighborhood beyond the business district boundaries.

Emphasis on parking, noise, and speeding enforcement on 35th Ave NE.

it just doesn’t seem to mesh with the reality of Lake City today. The 
main picture (with the sculpture) is so old - the shop in the image 
(Craniums) has been closed an empty for well over a year, maybe two, 
so it’s not a lively place as shown. This is not the reality of 2009. Crime is 
a major issue. There just does not seem to be the business vitality and 
sense of community that is touted.

Not necessarily gaps, but questionable information. For instance, the 
2000 census information, especially on housing, is basically useless. 
The census information is useful regarding some things (maybe 
some demographic info), but there is much more up to date housing 
information (both house values and rental costs) available.

There isnt really mention or sensitivity or focus on the multi-national, 
multi-cultural aspect of Lake City.  I think this could be a strong asset 
for LC if handled properly.  The array of ethnic stores on LC Way could 
be spun into a ‘destination’ for food lovers. Almost like the International 
District.  Also, there is more than typical numbers of low-income 
housing - focusing on the needs of that segment in terms of child care 
(there is really none in LC), services, outreach, etc.

Please see all my other answers.

Lake city is largely made up of short 
one story commercial buildings.  These 
buildings are ageing and are being replaced 
by unfreindly box store (Bartell’s, etc) 
architecture that encroaches unto the 
sidewalk.  An overeaching architecural plan 
that promotes pedestrians, and encourages 
community.  This would need to extend 
from 145th down to 113th.  By promoting a 
visual continuity that encourages a cultural 
continuity.   
Bicycles need more emphasis!  Bicycling 
along Lake city is a dangerous activity and 
yet it is becoming much more common.

There isn’t much mention of public safety. 
First and foremost, I want to feel safe in my 
neighborhood. Compared to other areas, 
like Ballard, Greenwood, Fremont, and 
even the U-District (which has its issues) I 
feel the least safe in Lake City.

Community programs, networks, and 
support

Information about commercial properties.

Please explain why some neighborhoods 
get new concrete sidewalks and curbcuts 
in areas that aren’t even high pedestrian 
areas, and Lake City has substandard 
(asphalt) sidewalks or none at all pretty 
much everywhere.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?



lake City

Q4: What are the important gaps in the status reports?
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lake City

I believe that it is inaccurate to call Lake City “”pedestrian 
friendly”” and “”convenient”” when there are few 
sidewalks and those there are are buckled and potholed.

It is a very nice report with some very interesting data on 
the demographics of the area but it is extremely short 
on detail regarding specific developments/efforts that 
have taken place or been influenced by the neighborhood 
plan. It refers to “”numerous sidewalk improvements””-
-how about a listing or highlighting them on the map? 
Future projects are noted that could also be highlighted 
on the map. Nice description of the vision and the plan 
but not much information about the “”status”” of the 
implementation of the plan.

I think that I’ve made that abundantly cleari n my prior 
comments.

See above..the types of businesses that have moved in.

trees. THEY ARE WHAT MOST OF MY NEIGHBORS AND i 
LOVE ABOUT THE AREA



Status Check
Transcript of Morgan Junction Questionnaire Responses

The Morgan Junction Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999 
and includes the Morgan Junction Residential Urban Village. 
The map shows the neighborhood plan and urban village 
boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

80

0

20

60

40

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

210 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/morgan/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp


morgaN JuNCtioN  aerial map
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?
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Development has definitely increased Morgan Junction’s 
appeal.   Traffic has increased.  The plantings on the 
triangle are maturing nicely and add a nice green spot.  
The new park looks good and I enjoy it (visually) going to 
and from work.

There have been many townhouses built in the last 5 
years in a neighborhood that was primarily single family 
homes. There are many more cars parked on the streets 
because of the increased density.  We even lost a bus 
stop at the bottom of our street because of the increased 
parking.

I’ve seen improvements in retail and community space.

Biggest change has been road work on Fauntleroy

New park built, new thriftway built

I have lived in this area for just over two years. According 
to the map I am in the Morgan Junction N’hood, 
although I am midway between Alaska J & Morgan J. 
I consider both areas my “home” neighborhood.   The 
most prominent reasons that I love WS are its small 
town feel, proximity to downtown, airport area (I work 
nearby), walkability, parks, and the importance of 
having a “community”. I like that it is laid back, quiet, 
but there is still stuff to do. There are community events, 
great libraries, and several stores & restaurants that 
are fantastic. I like that locally-owned businesses are 
supported and encouraged.   What I don’t like- The 
highrise developments. Any development / construction 
that is done for the immediate future and not for the long 
haul. (ie, slapping up a couple of condo units that will 
probably have to be replaced in a couple of decades). I 
am for a variety of housing options (former architecture 
student), and am currently a renter in a smaller 
apartment building (approx 20 units). I would love to buy 
a single family home of my own in WS in the future, but 
that is probably a long ways off.

I have only lived in the Morgan Junction for about 1 year 
so not much has changed.  The park opened near SW 
Beveridge Place and a couple of new restaurants have 
opened right in the Junction.

I have noticed more condos and other multi-family 
housing being built.  Businesses seem to come and go but 
no real change in the number or mix of businesses.

For the better.  Better eating establishments, better 
communication about the community.

On the good side.  Park developed.  New stores are have 
opened.  Some turnover in shops.  Also one abandoned 
shop (Chuck and Sally’s for at least three years.  Bad 
development decisions --Very bad decision to allow 
too many townhomes that are too crowded.  Especially 
townhomes next to Cafe Ladro that were allowed to 
expand into alley behind building.  Increase in public 
housing with no review by neighborhood.  Morgan 
Junction now has one of the highest concentrations in the 
city.  Poor public utility service.  Very bad sewage leak on 
Myrtle that had over eight complaints by neighborhood 
and took a year to get someone to look at.  Light poles 
removed and cresote laden old pole left on roadside for 
now over a year.

In the nine years that I’ve lived in the neighborhood, 
not much has changed. A few shops have changed 
ownership and the new “pocket park” (which is a bit of a 
disappointment after all the hype) not much else. There’s 
seems to be one new bike lane for a couple of blocks, but 
that’s it. I think the “sharrows” are silly and ineffective. 
Seems like there were more changes in a couple of years 
before we moved into the neighborhood, than in the nine 
years since we’ve been here.

It has become more developed with condos, apts, and 
townhomes.

more cars.  more noise.  better food services.

haven’t been here long enough to see the changes but 
there has been new development in the area w/in the last 
year.

Good ways -- new park, new restaurant and retail  Bad 
ways -- more density without adequate parking built in to 
support it

Yes -- a new park (next to Beveridge Place) -- bike lanes 
painted on streets.

Some new businesses have come in, some have gone.  
The monorail did not happen.  Fauntleroy Way is being 
re-paved and bikelanes added.  A new pocket park was 
added.  Some additional condos have gone up.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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We have had some businesses turn over and a new park. 
Other than that it seems similar to when i moved in.

Townhomes were added, new businesses (Zeek’s, 
Feedback Lounge & Beveridge Place) were created, new 
pocket park, street signs added/updated, bike/share 
markers added to the streets, new construction along 
Fauntleroy.

I think that the junction of Fauntleroy & California has 
improved visually.

More development and increase in multi-family housing.

Yes.  Density is up, there are many more restaurants, 
many more townhouses

a lot more people and businesses to support them, a new 
park, better biking,

better businesses, parks, community events

Housing density has increased significantly in the vicinity 
of my home.    I am much more aware of crime in the 
neighborhood - though am not certain there has been 
a statistical increase  Traffic - particularly from ferries - 
has increased significantly  Significant turnover in local 
businesses

Much new construction, mostly teardown sgl. family 
homes along Fauntleroy to build multi-family homes. 
Roads have deteriorated.

More houses being torn down, sadly and condos 
going up.   New park was recently put in and road 
improvements currently under way.

A lot more rental units and tearing down of single family 
houses

New park and development

The density has doubled.

I’m excited about the new open space near Beverage 
Place.  And looking forward to the new park on top of 
the resevoir.  The improvements and investments in the 
libraries have really enhanced the community.

I’ve noticed a few parks being created and one “cleaned” 
up.  The repaving of Fauntleroy will be excellent.

In the last few years, Morgan junction has been really 
revitalized with the development of the NW corner of 
California & Fauntleroy.

there’s a lot of change happening right now, street work, 
new sidewalks, a few new businesses since i’ve moved in.

Trees have been planted, minor road improvements.  Not 
a much.

I’ve noticed a lot of inner city people who have moved 
into the area. It seem’s there are more crimes like house 
and car break ins occuring.

over abundance of cheap, multi-family housing creating 
incredible traffic problems and an increase in crime 
reducing the quality of life.

I am very confused about these neighborhood reports 
because High Point seems to be a gap between the 
Morgan Junction, West Seattle Junction and Delridge 
areas. Therefore it does not appear that my area even 
had a plan but I know it does because in the more 
than 5 years I’ve lived in this area we have added more 
residences, community centers and libraries. I love that 
we have a community garden, play areas, easy bus 
access, easy access to open area in neighboring plan 
areas etc.   I have one problem, though, in the planning 
of this neighborhood. There are no grocery stores near 
what is now a high population center that is the High 
Point Neighborhood. Unless one needs the Food Bank, 
if a resident wants groceries they have to get in their 
car and drive to the WS Junction, Morgan Junction or to 
Westwood. I don’t mind walking, but for other residents, 
it’s a lot of steep hills and distance to walk carrying 
groceries and / or children in either direction. When it 
snows, walking is our only option and it takes h-o-u-r-s. It 
just seems odd that in a four square block area near the 
Junction we will soon have three supermarkets but none 
of this basic service in High Point. Can we get one?   How 
about a free shuttle to the Junction? Right now if you 
want to go by bus it’s two buses.

Businesses seem to be doing well and there are many 
more pedestrians walking to these businesses. The 
community core is thriving in the Morgan Junction. It will 
be interesting to see how the Beveridge Place Park could 
be used for community events such as a farmer’s market.

Yes!  more attractive business district.
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Monorail “came” and “didn’t come”  More residents  High 
Point development

Much development at the Morgan Junction (mostly 
good). A new park where the Monorail station would have 
been is a welcome addition.

Solstice Park and Lincoln Parkhave been cleaned up 
some. The business district benefitted fromthe Thriftway 
remoeel, painting and windo upgrades at Cal-Mor and the 
renovations where Zeek’s, Feedback Lounge, Beveridge 
Place and the Morgan Junction Park.  Neighborhood 
traffic is the biggest negative change I have seen.  I am 
skeptical about surface grade “rapidride” as a solution 
as it still relies on the a spoke and hub model which 
mostly just fits the commute patterns of those working 
downtown.  The increase in home prices has had a mixed 
impact; negative in terms of promoting diversity and 
access to affordable housing, but positive in providing 
equity for owners of residential and commercial 
properties to renovate and upgrade amenities.

Greater population density.  Improved businesses and 
quality of businesses.  Improvement of neighborhood 
both cosmetic and in relation to public safety.

Much more density

Fauntleroy repaving, Beveridge Place Park.

Some improvement regarding the creation of public 
space on California Avenue.  Increase in multi-family 
residential space, mostly  townhomes and condos.  More 
difficult to park.

More multi-family buildings thus more people, cars, dogs, 
etc.  Fauntleroy is finally being resurfaced !

Seems to be more families and more babies.

New parks, wholesale changes to Highpoint and 
improvements at the Morgan Junction itself.

more multiple dwelling units have been constructed  
business improvements in the Morgan Junction

I’ve seen quite a few new businesses open up at the 
intersection of Fauntleroy and California.

More traffic, less parking, more expensive. But still love it 
here!

Explosion of zero lot line townhomes has increased 
traffic, stressed infrastructure and forced us to live in 
a construction zone. Many of these projects used loop 
holes to gain permits and began construction without 
public comment. We have more bars and/or drinking 
establishments but don’t have more of a neighborhood 
feeling. A “Park” was built where only a few of its 
neighbors has access, a total waste of money.

Locally-owned small business have not necessarily 
flourished.  Some closed down when the monorail was 
forcing businesses to move and did not reopen.  Others 
closed for other reasons and have not always been 
replaced with another locally-owned business.  On the 
other hand, there are new business additions that have 
really improved the neighborhood.  Traffic seems worse 
in some ways -- ferry riders continue to drive aggressively 
up and down Fauntleroy and often are not sensitive to 
the presence of the park and the homeowners along 
the road.  I do not think the traffic volume overall has 
changed significantly, however.

The encroachment of condo and other multi-family 
dwellings has been palpable.  The population seems to 
have shifted a bit from longstanding family households 
(and elderly residents) to a younger, more urban dweller.

Remarkably, for the better.  There is more development, 
more restaurants, more nightlife.  In general, I can walk to 
anything I could possibly need in this neighborhood and I 
look forward to future developments.

Since I’ve been here, I have seen remodels of existing 
condo and apartment structures in the area, and I think 
this has been good for the community.  Revitilization of 
local businesses has also occurred, and that has been 
good as well.

More people on same amount of roads. No monorail to 
reduce the traffic.

Fauntleroy Ave is a mess.  The idea of making one lane 
in each direction is ridiculous.  With all the ferry traffic, 
we need two lanes to get people in and out of the 
neighborhood.

Some expected things have occurred, like the green 
space projects in the NH plan, single occupancy homes in 
the NC and LT zones have been replaced with multi family 
housing.  Some unexpected things - more revitialization 
in the biz area than we thought probable, there are more 
single, mid twenties folks moving in (it seems).
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More parks, more neighborhood organization (Morgan 
Junction association)

The Urban Villages have created a neighborhood blight, 
horrible horrible building designs, no reasonable garage 
or off street parking for this density.  Our streets are 
clogged with parked cars and crime is up.  The over all 
character of West Seattle has diminished and looks 
gloomey.

More parks and new businesses.  Many more townhomes 
built and/or apartment buildings re-furbished.  More 
people living on top of each other.

Mostly fast-built town houses of questionable quality, 
is what has gone in the last few years. On the plus side, 
there has been a lot of improvement to the sidewalks 
and roads, including more bike paths and accessibility on 
sidewalk corners. However, mostly it seems that town 
houses are being packed into what was once backyards.

It has improved: the neighborhood is more livable, 
safer. Businesses are more successful, properties (both 
commercial and residential) are being cared for better, 
property values are increasing, families feel more 
welcome here.

I live on the hill behind Solstice Park, while it is a great 
asset in the daytime, it is also a magnet for after hours 
activities - there is increased after hours activity there 
- especially in the summer.  Music blasting from car 
stereos.  The new Morgan juntion park is nice, I really like 
the new businesses/remodeled move businesses in the 
junction - it is much more visually appealing that when I 
moved in this neighborhood in 1994.

I have seen some signficant improvement in the business 
and restaurant sector - Buildings are being remodeled 
and are becoming more family friendly.      Homes too 
are improving with many rental homes being updated 
to increase rent and improve the quality of tenants as a 
result    With that said, there could be more, specifically in 
the sections on California north of Morgan Junction but 
South of the Alaska Junction.  Some focus areas include:  
Chuck and Sallys - Closed for almost 3 years with no 
tenants and building is falling apart - might be time to 
tear down  Empty lots - Fill with park or have the city take 
back lots for public use    Thanks

Overall, I believe it has improved due to more upscale 
businesses moving in following the dismantling of the 
Monorail project (Zeke’s Pizza, remodeled Beveridge 
Place, etc). Also, the new park is a nice improvement 
over the auto repair shop, though that was of course 
accidental (would have been a terminal station).     Living 
just down the street from Chuck and Sally’s, I am appalled 
the city has allowed this business to sit fallow the last 
two years. Tear it down or renovate and re-open. It is an 
eyesore and a liability. Also, I am dismayed construction 
has not begun on the lot (Graham and California that 
used to be the Karate studio (and way before that, a 
butcher). But at least it has been torn down--it used to 
be a huge drug user attraction.    I also believe the Short 
Stop mini-mart is a sub-par establishment that needs 
to go away. I’m all for minority business, but this crappy 
old building and the clientele that are attracted to their 
adult videos and the fighting knives they sell under the 
counter are not good for young families and others living 
here. I believe they attract an undesirable element to our 
neighborhood.

More condo and higher bildings.  We do feel that things 
have improved some with taking down, run down 
buildings (or unkept buildings), but some of the types of 
buildings are not going to withstand in the long run of 
time.  Some townhouses are already looking run down 
after only a few years.  Nobody cares, or takes pride in 
their neighborhoods.

Highpoint was torn down and rebuilt.  More businesses 
have moved into Morgan Junction.  Crime has stayed 
about the same.  More walking trails have been added, 
and the neighborhood feels much more walkable.

lots of multi occupancy homes where single family homes 
existed previously.

Housing density has increased.  Business district is livelier.  
Roads are worse.

Improved quality and variety of businesses and services 
in business district.  Traffic is worse (we live on Fauntleroy 
west of Morgan Junction).  Anecdotally, petty crime has 
gone up.  The oldest generation of homeowners has been 
replaced by younger families or single young adults.

biggest change is the increased population of people and 
the increase of cars on the road

More development
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California ave is starting to get more development 
however it still has not found its identity. The Design 
Review process appears to be crippled by bad design 
(garbage in - garbage out).  How can we attract quality 
versus quantity.  The Morgan Junction needs a major 
“tipping point” to give it its identity.  The park has helped 
(thank you!).

There has been quite an influx of townhouses.  In my 
opinion, most of them don’t fit in with the character of 
the neighborhood, and many are downright ugly.     I 
understand that increased density is much preferred to 
sprawling out into the urban areas, but it is much too hard 
on our infrastructure, and with limited parking on some 
of these sites, or garages and  carports that are designed 
in such a way that makes it difficult, if not impossible, to 
park even a small or medium size car off street, puts more 
of a burden on already limited on street parking.     For 
the record, I haven’t had a car in about 14 years, and get 
by just fine. I would love to get more people out of their 
cars, and onto public transit, but that just doesn’t work 
for everybody. Especially now that METRO is talking of 
cutbacks.

Traffic is terrible due to Fauntleroy Ferry Traffic.  Street 
repair is non-existent.  Beach Dr is terrible and one of the 
worst streets in the city along with Fauntleroy.  Traffic 
getting in and out of West Seattle is terrible.  Timing the 
lights has helped but we need more help with traffic.  It 
seems we have more crime - damage to cars parked on 
the street overnight, house breakins, etc.  The new little 
part by Belvidere Place is nice.    There are all of these 
townhomes that look terrible and have no compelling 
design features.  Garages are tight or non-existent.  
Townhomes are OK but designs should be required that 
make them more visually appealing.

Way to many “multiple” housing units have been alllowed 
to be built in this area as well as other areas in west 
seattle.   Not enough single family homes any more. More 
business development - some smaller family friendly 
businesses have gone in. Some local owners - some 
corporate. A few more parks have been developed - not 
enough though - parks and green space are too small and 
too few. Traffic has become a nightmare - reconfiguring 
lanes right now on Fauntleroy will make it even worse. 
Because there is way more density there is no place to 
park and enjoy the neighborhood.

I have lived in the neighborhood for 11 days. It has not 
changed in that time period.

More traffic and congestion

somewhat

Yes, Chuck and Sally and Pull tab bar closed.  I am glad.  
Morgan Junction Park completed.  Sidewalk and street 
improvements made.

More shops and cafes have made for a better pedestrian 
experience. The neighborhood is more walkable than 
before and looks more vibrant.

Many new townhouses have been added with not enough 
parking provided.

More development in the junction - new businesses 
within walking distance of homes.

Business district along California considerably improved, 
new park, houses being fixed up.

Elderly population is decreasing, more young families; 
better retail shopping; much better neighborhood “night 
life”.    Civil infrastruture has remained unchaged except 
for covering the water reservoirs; care of parks and public 
spaces remains poor.

We originally moved to West Seattle in 1999 and have 
seen many changes since our arrival.  We originally lived 
on 48th Ave SW between Juneau and Raymond.  In the 
5+ years we lived there we saw turnover of homes from 
longtime West Seattle “working class” families to more 
young professionals.  Several homes in the area began 
being demolished to make way for newer construction 
or major remodels.  Most noticeably in the heart of the 
Morgan Junction and along California and Fauntleroy so 
many older homes used for businesses or residences have 
been torn down to make way for unappealing designed 
townhomes or apartments in which the “flavor” of the 
neighborhood has been altered.  It’s nice to see more 
dining options surface, but seems like more service 
type of businesses have been displaced or moved in the 
process.

The myrtle street resevoir lid is almost complete and my 
family is looking forward to the park.    The businesses 
in morgan junction have remodeled and given the area 
a very good facelift.    Orchard street ravine park has 
progressed a long way.
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We have a new park on Morgan and California.  There has 
been some work on a neighborhood ravine off 38th and 
goes down to California.

Some positive:  New Park, seems to be slowly attracting 
new business; Kokoras Greek, Zeeks, Feedback Lounge.  
Keeping up that neighborhood feel.  Some Negative:  
Overall cleanliness / safety SEEM to have declined.  
Sidewalks, etc. falling into disrepair along California 
Avenue.  Still a nice, eclectic and relatively quiet at 
night place.  Additional security / police presence would 
probably increase evening sidewalk traffic / consumer 
activity in the evenings along with some new venues.

Much higher density.  Homes in what were backyards.  
More traffic.  Nice “local” businesses and little pocket 
parks.  I remember when Starbucks came (before the 
plan) and we felt like we had just been put on the map.  
Now that we’re on the map I wish we could make a 
stronger show with better and bolder design.

I have noticed that there is a strong community feel in 
West Seattle as well as in the small neighborhood of 
the Morgan Junction. Especially since the new park on 
California (near the new Beveridge place pub), since the 
remodel of the businesses on the corner of Morgan and 
California. The neighborhood is improving. There are 
many people walking, about, carrying groceries back 
from the store, and many locals who revisit the same 
stores and businesses. You can count on seeing your 
neighbors at the coffee shop. it’s nice.

I live in High Point. I saw the “old” High Point, and was 
afraid of it. I watched the neighborhood be rebuilt and 
my partner and I bought a house here almost three years 
ago- thinking it would be a different scene. It really hasn’t 
changed that much, just fancier houses disguising the 
problems.

Morgan has seen a significant amount of townhome. Its 
nice to see more denisty in the transportations corridor 
however the THome are nto created equal in design.

New park completed in the Morgan Junction; road work 
under way to make Fauntleroy one lane each way from 
Cali to Alaska.  I can’t imagine this will be anything but 
a mess for ferry traffic (I am a former long-time Vashon 
Islander).

More commercial buisiness, which has been generally 
for the better (except for the addition of the Feedback 
Lounge). The addition of the Morgan Junction Park is very 
welcome, however the homeless and vagrants are not. 
Traffic has become significantly worse, particularly on 
California north and south of Fauntleroy. There have been 
a disturbing number of townhouses constructed along 
California and Fauntleroy. Although I support high density 
housing within reason, the architecture of these units is 
disappointing, and in some cases downright ugly. I’m glad 
to see the increasing number of young couples and new 
families, both straight and gay.

The density has increased with all the new condos/
apartments. We have seen improvements in parks and 
somewhat in pedestrian friendliness/bicycle access.     I 
love the water taxi. But wish it was easier to use--more 
frequent and later run times. We really need some public 
transportation improvements and options that don’t 
require so much effort...meaning, more frequent service. 
SOunds lazy, but is the reality w/ how precious time is. 
The bike racks on the buses are wonderful. Wish they 
could carry more bikes at a time.

None of the new High Point housing or branch library 
were there when we moved in. Crime has noticeably 
decreased. The area is more pedestrian-friendly, and a 
new crosswalk got put in at, I believe, Holly & 35th Ave. 
SW.

The new Morgan Junction Park is really the only major 
change outside of private sector construction of new 
apartments or condos increasing density along California 
Ave. and neighborhood businesses changing hands and 
subsequent remodeling of buildings to suit business 
needs.

MUCH more traffic.  MUCH more congestion.  MUCH 
more noise.  More green space.  MUCH more density.

More businesses are in the area and more multi-unit 
housing development. More pedestrian and vehicle 
traffic.

Since i’ve been there a few new business and restaurants 
have moved in.  One small park has been built

The major changes that I’ve noticed are the changes 
to Fauntleroy and the addition of new businesses at 
California and Morgan
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With the opening of Zeek’s Pizza and the other pub 
next to it that took over the former location for 
Beveridge Place, there is a lot more “night life” in our 
neighborhhood. And  lot more “out of neighborhood” 
people roaming around late at night. I come home late 
from work on weekend nights and often see “sketchy” 
looking people walking up my street (California Ave.) 
that I didn’t used to encounter before. I think one bar 
in a neighborhood like Morgan Junction is enough...
maybe even one bar/ pub and a plizza place with a bar 
is more than enough...but THREE bars in one block in 
this family neighborhood - in my opinion - has damaged 
the atmosphere of our neighborhood.   The street 
construction is obviously inconvenient but tolerable if 
we know improvements are being made.   Residential 
properties (as well as a couple of storefront businesses 
between Fauntleroy Ave and Graham) look like hell, with 
ivy and blackberry growing over the sidewalks in front of 
them or decrepit signage and building appearances. We 
would like to see enforcement of the overgrowth control 
at the very least as it interferes with the sidewalk.

More condos and apartments but little change business 
wise.  Some Businesses have left and new ones have 
replaced them, but mostly the same mix of types of 
businesses.

The area on California between Morgan Junction and 
Graham street has really improved with the closing down 
of the pub on the corner, the movement of the Beveridge 
Place Pub, the opening of Zeeks Pizza and the Feedback 
Lounge and the opening of the new park.     The next big 
improvement would be the corner of Graham street, 
with new business in the vacant pub on the corner, and 
construction on the vacant land. Also, the messy patch 
behind the dry cleaner and the bottle shop is really 
unsightly.

More growth overall.

Dramatically increased housing; some very bad, like 
the recent condo-in-the-back-yard building boom, 
some very good, like the renovation of High Point.  Lots 
of conversions from apartments to condos.  Lots of 
increased vehicle traffic, mostly without any attempt on 
the city’s part to revise street configurations to deal with 
it.  Lots of business turn-over, though that may largely be 
due to the economic dow-turn rather than the effects of 
neighborhood planning.

A new park in Morgan Junction, some new businesses 
both at Morgan Junction and along 35th Ave SW. It’s 
becoming more of a walking neighborhood.

More apartment buildings have been built; a great park 
was added. Missed opportunity: Monorail.

Single-family housing has been torn down to be replaced 
by high-density housing, some of which are very 
expensive and not very attractive.  The condos next to 
us took two years to reach full occupancy.  Apartment 
buildings were sold. purchased by developers, occupants 
forced out, the buildings were converted into pricey 
condos which did not sell, and the buildings converted 
back to expensive apartments (Graham apts/Strata, West 
Water, etc.)  More though needs to go into the review 
of upcoming development projects to prevent these 
situations.

Lots of new businesses (Pet Elements, Zeek’s, Feedback 
Lounge, Beveridge Place, Kokora’s) have opened.  We 
now have a great new park where the video store used to 
be.  It seems like the population has increased.

The main arterial, California Ave SW, has lost its 
character due to decimating classic single family 
homes and building apartments and condos.  There 
are several existing 1920’s Bungalows on this street at 
Morgen Junction which are in the zone of multi-family/
commercial use.  These types historic houses are part of 
the  history of this neighborhood.  We also lost several 
quality small businesses due to the supposed terminus 
of the monorail.     The Beveridge Place Park is nice 
and the walk along California Ave. is nice.   I try to use 
local businesses. I also like the 21 Express bus service to 
downtown.

Many classic homes have been destroyed for bland 
already looking like crap town homes.

Got a new pedestrian stoplight on Fauntleroy at Dawson 
(?I think), current road work apparently to improve 
the street appeal and prepare for left-turn lane on 
Fauntleroy, new Morgan Junction park, along with lots 
of change in businesses along Calif. Ave. from Graham 
all the way down to Othello. Some going, some coming, 
some expanding/moving to new locations in same 
neighborhood. Bike sharrows along Calif. Ave. LOTS of 
new condos, some decent looking, some really hideous. 
Didn’t realize the Lincoln Park P-Patch and Solstice Park 
were part of this -- wonderful!
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somewhat. Park built after monorail station location was 
sold. Some new businesses have gone in but we need 
more of a unified beautification program for all area 
businesses.

My neighborhood in High Point has changed dramatically.    
(1)  the new development has created streets that are 
difficult to walk or drive - let alone bicycle.  Do not 
do planning like this again!   Parking should only be 
allowed on one side so that cars are able to pass in both 
directions.  (2)  I appreciate the speed signs on 35th but 
it still is a thoroughfare that is uncomfortable to walk or 
wait for a bus - the sound, speeds are very disconcerting 
and have increased substantially over the past ten 
years. More cross walks are needed for pedestrians.  If 
you are taking the bus and get off at 35th & Willow, it is 
impossible to cross.  Willow goes down to the High Point 
Park Recreation Center.  Even the summer program takes 
their children over to Myrtle to use a light in order to cross 
35th.  (3)   To be honest, the planning and authorizing of 
building units is not well thought out.  Two blocks down, 
people are building multiple units behind homes - where 
the garage used to be.  Parking again becomes an issue 
because adequate parking is not designed for these units.  
It is like the creeping crud coming up the block.   This is 
very poor planning and I’m very suspicious of it all.  It is 
not in the better interest of the community residents.   So 
in whose interest is it?  Someone’s pocket!  In the Morgan 
Junction where I shop for groceries, pet food, etc., there 
are many changes  (1)  The construction by Thriftway 
from single family homes into multiple dwelling units has 
impacted the traffic to access Thriftway’s parking lot in 
the back and made walking or riding a bike dangerous.  I 
do not understand why the city allows parking on both 
sides of such narrow streets.   Why aren’t the builders of 
these new four to six on a postage stamp lot required to 
provide parking for cars?     (2)  I like the new park - but 
sad that Video Vault is gone - we’ll see how long the 
restaurant lasts.    I am very glad to see small business 
retained and should be strengthened - from Cafe Ladro 
down through California Street.  (3) There needs to 
be a building moratorium for awhile....just to let the 
community resettle and rebuild relationships.   They lost a 
school - they’ve gained many new residents - they’ve lost 
many single dwelling units.  No area can be sustainable 
with so much change and no time to adjust.   Goes for 
High Point too!

There’s a new park at Morgan Junction.  Recently, bike 
sharrows and lanes were added to the street.  Most of the 
other changes that I’ve seen have been from businesses 
(Zeek’s and Beveridge Place Pub remodeling/building), 
townhome construction, and the City (more low income 
housing added and refurbishing, along with an increase in 
vagrancy, vandalism, and noise).

While some homes have been remodeled to fit within 
neighborhood history, it appears that developers 
continue to work on new developments to cram more 
people and have less character than the past.  It seems 
to be dollar maximization for the developer and people 
density maximization for the city.

improvement of existing businesses and new business 
taking over old business spots, recent park addition, 
increased number of restaurants, greater variety of 
businesses, and FINALLY some road improvements.

demographically,  in our immediate neighborhood, 
the youngest kids now are in middle school and there 
aren’t any younger children moving into the area.  
More houses seem to be turned into rentals as the real 
estate sales market has become sluggish.  In addition 
to the improvements noted in the plans description 
two initiatives not mentioned were a definite force for 
good in the neighborhood.    1) traffic calming planting 
circles placed in side street intersections throughout the 
neighborhood and 2) a city program several years ago 
that provided free small trees to help replace trees lost to 
development.

Ever so slightly.

There is more traffic on 35th ave.

Density has increased considerably. What used to be 
primarily a peaceful quiet family community is now 
getting crowded, with associated challenges of increased 
pollution (of the air, water, sound), fewer trees, more 
condomiums, traffic, standing room only on buses, 
blocked W. Seattle Freeway earlier in the morning and 
crime. I have woken to gunshots several times in the last 
few years included this past week.

Great new park, neighborhood in general upgrading with 
better businesses.
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Cal / Faunt intersection area has improved with 
new businesses and the new park that has just been 
completed.  Still need additional traffic control along 
Fauntleroy. Speed indicators are a great addition.

Not much change in the 4 years I’ve been there other 
than some upgrade (new businesses and park) near the 
Morgan Junction.

Fairmont park school has been abandoned, altho the park 
seems well used and safe.  The street is torn up now along 
Fauntleroy and I’m afraid they’ll change it to 1 lane with a 
turning lane in the middle - a horrible idea for cars altho 
probably better for bikes.  I like the new pocket parks 
along California - great for community and neighborhood 
get togethers.

New business (Zeeks, Beveridge Place, Feedback Lounge) 
and existing business’ (Starbucks, Thriftway, etc.) 
have made this area a great destination to conducting 
shopping and dining.    The loss of our local liquour store 
was a downside.

Some businesses were closed due to the coming of the 
monorail and then when the monorail didn’t happen, 
were sold to other businesses, not so much family-
owned.

Lots of new townhomes and condo’s. Several newer 
parks and rehabed open spaces.  Retail upgrades, esp 
on california st. More traffic but not too bad yet! Notice 
more foot traffic around morgan junction which brings 
life to area.

The promise of the monorail was never realized, traffic 
has gotten worse, being a pedestrian has gotten more 
dangerous.  The conversion of the High Point projects has 
made the neighborhood safer.

We accomplished a lot of what was proposed in the 
plan.  P-Patch garden, Solstice Park, Morgan Junction 
Park, Myrtle Reservoir Park,  Orchard Street Ravine 
enhancements to name some of the majors.  The area 
itself has seen a lot of growth; new homes and businesses 
have brought a bit of   fresh vitality to the Morgan 
Junction.  There seems to be a bit of an increase in crime; 
taggers, theft, and  general scofflaw attitudes about 
noise, litter and obeying traffic signs/signals.

More multi-family.  Mixture of apartments, condos and 
townhouses.  Orchard Street Ravine has been renovated 
with invasive plants removed and natives planted.  
Connecting trail from 38th Ave completed.  Consequently, 
I see more foot traffic on my dead-end street (Orchard 
Street).

there has been growth in the Morgan Junction, more 
businesses more resturants, bars, coffee shops, etc. It is 
becoming a nice urban neighborhood

Much, much more traffic.  Morgan Street has been 
difficult to turn onto some hours of the day.  It’s difficult 
to make a left onto 35th from Morgan at the light a 
good amount of the time due to increased traffic. 
The intersection of Morgan Street and 42nd which is 
controlled by only stop signs and is a major junction for 
Calfornia/Fauntleroy/Morgan is a mess most of the time 
(stop sign runners make it dangerous for peds and cyclists 
not to mention other vehicles).   Fauntleroy Road project 
will likely make Fauntleroy better, but traffic will back up 
during rush hours.  Fauntleroy is sometimes impossible 
to cross between California and Dawson as a pedestrian.  
Vehicles will not stop for peds and are aggressive against 
peds.  Other than the traffic issues:  More TRANSIT.  The 
viaduct demolition and tunnel construction will be an 
issue even as far south as Morgan Junction.  The parks are 
great!  The people are generally great!  I’d like to see the 
empty storefronts along California filled.  It’s a walkable 
neighborhood and more should be done to make sure 
pedestrians have good access crossing arterials.  I love 
this neighborhood and would not like to see it turn into a 
high-rise, high-density area.

There are organized groups of people accomplishing 
things that are described in summary for our 
neighborhood.  The Morgan Community Association 
(MoCA) is an organization to go to for resolving 
community issues.

General improvement of the neighborhood as housing 
prices increased and new people moved in and improved 
their homes, now there are a number of empty houses 
which is a cause for concern.
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We continue to see a disproportionate amount of 
high density housing in this area. Traveling up and 
down California Ave is becoming impossible due to 
the increased number of cars. When the monorail was 
expected to be coming through this area apartments and 
condo went up 5 buildings at a time. We have had enough 
of urban villages that are really low income high density 
housing with in adequate parking for residents and 
increased congestion.

The neighborhood has seen some single-family homes 
torn down for townhouses; this increases density (which 
might be good) but also detracts from some of the 
character of the neighborhood.

Many improvements have been made, but density levels 
are ridiculously high. This has created a major problem 
of parking on some streets that have essentially turned 
into long one ways and in many cases have made some 
intersections very dangerous. Traffic flow and noise has 
gotten much worse in the past 10 years.

Moved here two years ago, and the biggest change is all 
the redevelopment in the Beveridge Place area. The run 
down looking corner inn is a million times better now 
with Zeeks. When the repaving of Fauntelroy is done, the 
neighborhood will be so much more bike friendly! The 
circular building was once called the big trashcan, and 
now it looks so clean and vibrant.

Seems to be improving nicely.  I love the new businesses 
at the junction itself, and think that the park next to the 
BP is a wonderful spot.

Much more traffic, more stores, more multiple family 
dwellings, much improvement in the existing housing 
stock, a few new parks

There have been more businesses start up in the Morgan 
Junction.  There is WAY more traffic using the Fauntleroy/
California intersection, and many more pedestrians 
and bikers too.  There are obviously more people living 
or working here, and more going to schools/jobs/
services where they drive.  There are many new condo 
developments, and the retail core has stretched several 
blocks to the south.  Some businesses have grown 
(Aaron’s Bike Repair) and some have gone away (Olsen’s 
Drugstore).  The Neighborhood Council is very active and 
has done much to improve the neighborhood, from new 
parks and trails, to planning the Green Crescent of more 
parks, and P-Patches, etc.

Recently the Fauntleroy and California intersection 
area of the Morgan Junction has seen some nice 
improvements. Local businesses have moved in such as 
Zeeks and the Feedback Lounge and the look of that 
corner has greatly improved due to them. The Beveridge 
Place Pub also builit a new building next to their former 
location and it too is an improvement. The addition of 
the park was also a welcome change. There is at least 
one business at 6301 California Avenue that has been 
vacant for more than one year now and I would like to 
see something done about the condition of the building. 
There is also an empty lot across the street from that 
address where they were supposed to put in some retail/
residential units, but things seem stalled. There has been 
more evidence of graffiti and litter in the Morgan Junction 
area over the past year. There area also seems to be a 
higher incident of burglaries and car thefts or break ins 
over the past year.

- More traffic  - Increased density

Slight increase in population density.

CONDO’S everywhere!   New business.

park good, new housing along California very 
unattractive.    [survey failed midstream the first time 
through, so my comments will be terse]

Increased housing density along California Ave SW, 
most of which is not particularly attractive. Restaurant 
and business turnover with some overall improvement 
in quality and quantity.    The Beveridge Place park is a 
particularly strong addition to the neighborhood.

Increased residential density -increased traffic  I see 
improvement in the core of the business district though it 
businesses at the edge of the district seem tentative

The only major changes I’ve noticed are the new park at 
Beveridge Place, the new restaurants and bars at Morgan 
Junction, and the bike lanes and sharrows that just went 
in this summer.

only been here one year but i know that the morgan park 
is new and maybe was a result of the plan?

Park development, business development, feels like 
increased crime, but maybe that’s just verbally
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since the plan adoption- there are several new 
apartments and condominiums; there are a significant 
amount of multifamily townhomes, there is a new pocket 
park on California and the Orchard Street Ravine is 
underway.    Traffic is worse especially at California and 
Fauntleroy

In the past three years I’ve watched the street across 
from me, in this 6300 block of Fauntleroy, completely 
change and the number of units on this block more than 
double. A house next to me was demolished for a multi 
unit condo. A house down at the end of the block on 
my side was demolished for a moderately size condo 
developement. Just across the street still on my side 
I watched a house get demolished and replaced with 
a moderate size condo type unit. I’ll never forget the 
owners of the house coming home after the demo and 
seeing that the developer had gutted the lot right out 
to the edge of their driveway. They got out of their car 
and looked down at a great big hole.     Across from 
me more condos. I used to have a view but now my 
view is condos. Traffic is also a problem. Parking is also 
becoming a problem though it’s far worse on California 
and in the junction. It’s been non stop noise with all the 
developement and road repair. Structures went up and 
they tore up a part of the road each time then put down 
blacktop to cover the hole and so all along this stretch 
the road got worse and worse and worse. Now the entire 
road is being repaved.     When I moved here this side of 
the street was mostly rental and the other side was single 
family. Now both sides are multi unit dominant. Our side 
is presumably rental and condo ownership. On the other 
side single family houses were torn down or rebuilt and 
the lots they sat alone on were subdivided so there’s 
now a single family structure in front and taller multi unit 
structures on the back of the lots.

I don’t know

Yes, neighborhood street parking has increased 
substantially.

The neighborhood has improved greatly with new 
businesses like Zeeks, Feedback Lounge, Beveridge 
Place, not to mention the new park.  It looks much nicer 
and more pleasing to the eye.  Since I bought a home in 
the neighborhood, houses have been demolished in favor 
of multiplexes.  Within one block of my home, 3 homes 
have been coverted to at least 18 condos or apartments.  
And businesses are flourishing and I have no place to 
park.  My home is part of a “triplex.” My home is the 
original craftsment with out a parking spot, backyard 
or garage.  The townhomes in back have off street 
parking (lucky them).  I love what is happening to our 
neighborhood and the changes but fear I will be parking 
blocks away from my own home, one that I pay a lot of 
taxes for.  I was willing to deal with the parking issue, 
but it has become much worse in the last few months.  I 
want the neighborhood to continue to flourish, but am 
concerned about visitors taking up resident parking.  Is 
there any plan to help the parking issue?    California 
Ave, south of Morgan street needs more pedestrian 
crosswalks.  Traffic is pretty busy and there aren’t any 
crosswalks for blocks.

New businesses have opened, the roads are being re-
done, and the Morgan Junction Park was created.

More density, better restaurants

Much improved! Seems safer, less car break-ins. Love the 
new park.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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Increased density is good.

Great new businesses with pride in ownership.  Park is excellent.  Just a few 
unsavory structures left along the California corridor.

The City services generally have been great.

I am very pleased with increased funding for open space but displeased that 
this is not getting the funding it deserves while more and more trees are cut 
down and open space paved over. I volunteer at Orchard park that wouldn’t 
exist without the hunredes of volunteer hours dedicated to the park but the 
city doesn’t seem to appreciate the dedication of the neighborhood to try to 
create sustainable green space. I was very concerned when neighborhood 
feedback to retain the green space left at the Myrtle Reservoir Park was not 
listened to. Instead the Parks representatives (at least 3 project managers) 
lobbied and marketed to the community to pave it over with a skate dot  - one 
of the last green spaces left in the Morgan Junction area - simply because it 
was convenient due to availability of funding and not because it made any 
sense (no parking, no lighting, no facilities, on the busiest street in W. Seattle). 
Comments for using the park to teach about water conservation and planting 
drought tolerant  native plants were ignored.     I am very happy with 2 newer 
neighborhood libraries N. and S. of my residence as well as improvement for 
community centers. I remember how important the community centers were 
for me in my childhood and believe they help direct our young people into 
positive activities.

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• MOCA activities--what a 
great community group!
• More people moving into 
the neighborhood
• I love the new park - but 
really, could use more 
open, park spaces
• walkability
• commnity festivals
• Commitment to West 
Seattle
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Enjoy that there are some new retail.  Would like to see 
more opportunities for additional development there.

West Seattle Thriftway continues to be the cornerstone of 
the neighborhood

Nice family oriented neighborhood

Great to see the new park in Morgan Junction, and the 
new businesses moving in there. Also use the High Point 
library a lot.

I’m pleased that there are more businesses opening up in 
short walking distance to Morgan/Calif. that I’d be likely 
to frequent. Also the Morgan Junction park, very nice. 
I like the bike sharrows and new crossing flags at Calif./
Dawson (technically the Alaska Junction neighborhood I 
guess).

On of the greatest influences on public safety is the 
rebuild of High Point.

We are fortunate to have some great parks.  Lincoln Park 
is a gem, although it is much busier and attracts a less 
desirable crowd than a decade ago.

High Point is beautifully planned and executed I love it.

There are a lot of parks here/ green spaces.

See earlier comment about plan. . .

West Seattle Blog, which actively and accurately 
disseminates a wide variety of information and news to 
the West Seattle community.  The City would do well to 
capitalize on this resource by using this blog and others to 
get information out to neighborhoods.

The Thriftway functions as a default community center. 
Which says good things about Thriftway, but a grocery 
store shouldn’t be the only opportunity for neighbors to 
run into each other on a regular basis.

I’m pleased with the sense of personal safety but there 
are no sidewalks for crossing the busy fauntleroy way in 
or near the 6300 block.

The library and community center upgrades are much 
appreciated. New Bev Place park is great.

Love having the new library within walking distance - I 
like our little parks and the remodeling of the business 
core - I like having restaurants, pub, lounge within 
walking distance

I would like to see more improvements to park space, 
perhaps a playground type park in the NW quadrant of 
the neighborhood.

The addition of a small park on California near the 
junction is great, and Lincoln Park continues to be the 
gem of the neighborhood.  I wish Coleman pool was open 
for a longer season, and would support increasing some 
fees to cover the expense.

Nice job on Morgan Junction Park, except landscaping 
design and poor placement of plants (such as shade 
plants in the sun, ect. Much nicer landscape design at new 
Beveridge Place Bar which adds greatly to overall look of 
park area.)  Also use the new stairs at OSR to get to 35th 
to take bus downtown. thanks

Great new restaurants and stores.

Morgan Junction has become a better place to walk. It is 
still not very bicycle friendly. Many sidewalks are in need 
of repair and side streets need re-paving.

The new park at the myrtle reservoir will be a great 
addition when it’s open.    High Point is a wonderful 
addition. It’s been fun watching the vision become reality.    
Morgan’s junction continues to be a vital business district.

Small town feel to the small business district

the morgan junction park is great

I love the business growth and being able to support 
local our neighborhood.  The southwest library is great 
for my small children, I feel safe being in the kids section.  
Lincoln park is one of our most favorite parks in West 
Seattle.  I think we need, however, more playgrounds in 
the neighborhoods, easily accessible by foot.

We need to keep the parks clean and maintained. Want to 
keep our parks more safe.

We treasure our local parks and we are very impressed 
with the work done on our local libraries.

Loving the bike paths, new crosswalks etc.
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I love how close I am to Lincolon park... the new park 
@ Beveridge is cute, but I’m not convinced it’s very 
useful. Still, I like that it was kept as public land. I love 
that our business district is still locally owned... I’m a 
little disappointed that Zeeks is a chain, but at least it’s a 
local chain. I moved to the Morgan Junction specifically 
because it’s the hub of several bus routes (although I’m 
not so sure I’d like the transportation quite so much if I 
was further out in the neighborhood away from the core), 
and that the 54 runs all night so I never have to worry 
about bringing my car downtown. I like that Fauntleroy 
makes driving home simple and fast (few stoplights), and 
I like the bike lanes going in.

Great new park. Seeing good improvements in businesses 
(stores, restaurants) - but not quite there yet.

businesses have grown and the parks situation has 
improved with Parks Levy purchases

Glad that they’ve added more green space and updated 
our library(ies).

New library a big plus, also pocket parks.

I like the park development.  Concerned about tree 
cutting at High Point Park and surrounding area.

I chose to move to this neighborhood because it is 
walkable.  The houses are kept up nicely and there are 
trees and green spaces, yet I can walk to the grocery 
store, coffee shop, and pub.  This is exactly what I was 
looking for in a community.

New businesses

Design of the library and the High Point housing 
neighborhood are nice. Also a pleasant addition: the food 
bank & housing on the corner of the 35th & Morgan.

I love the fact that my neighborhood is comprised 
of single family dwellings, and that we don’t have to 
contend with the congestion of large apartment buildings 
other than on California Avenue.

Nice to have park but would have preferred monorail.

really love the parks - lincoln and solstice are amazing!

recently discovered Highland Park library and like variety 
of ethnic restaurants

Great new little park next to Beveridge Place. Thank you 
(and please make sure it does not attract drunks and 
thugs!!) Also, love the new businesses on that corner 
(Zeke’s pizza, etc)

need good parks/community centers.

I think the pocket parks are good  however the pedestrian 
environment along Fauntleroy and along California could 
be improved.

Good to see the Morgan Junction park, not too sure if 
it will just become an extension of the Beveridge’s beer 
garden though.  Good to see Zeek’s; now to tear down 
Chuck & Sally’s eyesore...

West Seattle in general is a fine neighborhood where 
the people are pleasant and speak to each other.  A huge 
improvement compared to where I lived before.

The pleasing aspects far out weigh that which I am 
dissatisfied with.  The work on making the area bike 
friendly is appreciated and good, but needs to be realistic 
about the reality of cars as a necessity for many.

Love the new pocket park on California next to Beveridge 
Place.  Also happy about Zeek’s, Pilates West Side, etc.

The younger families and quality of most of the living 
units.

Some nice new and improved public spaces.

I have enjoyed doing a little work at the Orchard St. 
Ravine

I like the addition of parks and cleaning out invasive 
plants...makes everything feel more seattle-like.

The business owners at the Morgan Junction have done 
an admirable job of being responsive to the community’s 
needs.

Enjoy High Point Library, although not technically in 
neighborhood (one street outside boundary).

Finally a pizza joint at Morgan Junction.

The new Morgan Junction Park is really lovely.  We 
participated in the design process and are very pleased 
with the outcome.
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There is a new park, improvements to the old parks, 
trails new and in the planning stages, and much more 
information about the parks that exist.  I also like seeing 
more pedestrians and cyclists.    I also like the new High 
Point library.

i really like the biz district at the morgan junction but 
would like to see more development.

The addition of green space makes the neighborhood 
much more attractive and a more enjoyable place to 
spend time.

Unfortunately I don’t have.  I don’t want to be negative 
but it seems we have so many problems.  Traffic, 
congestion, crime.  I do like it when the merchants put 
up flower baskets in the summer.  We need to encourage 
everyone to make things prettier.  Perhaps all could put 
out LED lights on buildings and tree branches so during 
our long grey days in winter it would brighten things up a 
bit.

Great local businesses!  Feedback Lounge, Maharaja 
Restaraunt.

Nice to have a core area we can shop, eat and drink at - 
good variety of businesses. Lots of parks in the area and 
improvement to them has been nice. New Library at High 
Point is also nice.

It is nice to see things coming together.

The parks and open space is one of the best things about 
WS -- so great to have new areas designated for everyone 
to enjoy.  Libraries are wonderful too.  Also pleased to 
see many families with kids making the decision to “stay 
put in WS” vs. moving outside the city.  Feel there is a 
really strong community of parents that are passionate 
about WS and really want to make a difference in their 
community and invest time in making the schools a 
better place.

I am happy that RapidRide is coming and generally bus 
service is pretty good on the #54

I take Sound Transit 560 to and from airport.  I find it 
convenient, reliable and affordable.  I have not taken but 
will use the ferry to downtown Seattle.  I am pleased to 
have Morgan Junction Park.

Love the park next to Beveridge Place Pub - great job!  
The remodel of the building that Zeek’s moved into really 
helped improve the area as well.

Love the parks and libraries!

Quality of new businesses is an improvement of the 
neighborhood.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• would love a neigborhood gym
• Maybe this fall under safety, speeders on 
the road, terrible.
• we need quality design!!!
• needs a grovery store closer to high point
• Traffic congestion
• no bike lanes on 35th
• Need better traffic control
• New housing built without adequate 
parking
• construction of buildings messing up the 
streets
• Pedestrian awareness (in drivers)
• after hours activities in Solstice Park
• less traffic enforcement than necessary
• lack of diversified business...it’s all 
restaurants and smattering of useless 
boutiques
• see below
• townhomes

• traffic volume and off street parking
• I do like the addition of Zeeks; but I 
think the community could support more 
businesses...
• density
• More density, no more roads or bus 
routes.
• Lack of good, frequent transit, problems 
for Peds crossing major arterials.
• street access as described in my written 
response
• loss of trees due to development
• remodels inappropriate for the 
neighborhood
• Maintenance of greenspaces
• playgrounds for children and families.
• General cleanliness / maintenance of the 
area - un-developed parcels, etc.
• traffic
• I love the cafes and Thriftway in the M. 

Junction, but the other retail is lacking.  
Would also appreciate greater restaurant 
selection.
• parking and crosswalks
• lack of clean up by property owners
• traffic on 35th ave.
• The neighborhood should LOOK NICE. Be 
People Friendly
• road repairs!
• congestion on California Ave, Fauntleroy, 
West Seattle bridge
• commuter and business employees 
parking on neighborhood streets.
• crosswalk and speed enforcement
• Fauntleroy being reduced to one lane of 
cars each direction.
• ferry traffic
• Safety for walkers

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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Ugly townhomes are bad.

I don’t like the packing in of so many apartments and 
condos. I preferred more single family dwellings in the 
neighborhood.

This is a great up and coming neighborhood, but the area 
along California still feels fairly unsafe.  Would love to see 
stricter regulations for abandoned buildings/ empty lots.  
These really bring down the neighborhood.

It would be lovely to have a light rail or electric bus route on 
the entire length of Fauntleroy Way SW

The usual ferry traffic issues. Still need a stoplight at 
Othello and Fauntleroy.

recently built townhomes throughout the city are for the 
most part not neighborhood friendly

Waking up to gunshots in the ealry morning hours is 
depressing. I’m pleased that we now have a police facility 
nearby but I’m concerned at the increase in violent crime. 
With increased density we need increased support to 
improve safety in our neighborhood.

West Seattle seems to be the red-headed orphan child 
of city transportation planning!  When the Monorail was 
planned it looked as though we were finally going to be 
joined with the rest of the city, but that fell through and my 
daily commute has only become more difficult, dangerous 
and expensive.

Parking near the Morgan Junction is now atrocious for 
supporting the retail there.  Monorail would have been a 
boon... need something else for local/intra-West Seattle 
access/mobility.

Not holding large contractors accountable for impact on 
neighborhood, wasting money on hidden parks

Dislike the new style apartment/townhouses built in single 
family house backyards along Fauntleroy, really ugly 
designs, and promotes traffic congestion and too many 
new/unknown/transient people inthe neighborhood. I 
agree with mixed income, but with such a fast influx its 
hard for new comers to feel part of the neighborhood and 
for old time residents to feel safe.  Don’t have a solution, 
altho the neighborhood night out potluck helped alot.  Also  
concerned about the stalled building projects and empty 
storefronts near the WS junction.

Fauntleroy Ave is a mess.  The idea of making one lane 
in each direction is ridiculous.  With all the ferry traffic, 
we need two lanes to get people in and out of the 
neighborhood.

Need better traffic control on side streets between 
Fauntleroy and California.

Where is the Monorail or it’s replacement??

Wish they had put more parking in with the new housing 
developments, particularly the ones along Fauntleroy and 
in High Point.

I personally am not concerned with kid stuff, but I know 
that a lot of friends would love to have more places 
for the “tweens” and teens. There have been lots of 
discussions about skate parks on the WS Blog. As to my 
personal opinions, it would be great if condo/apartment 
developers would have to pay for street damage that 
their construction causes. Also, I don’t know how one 
would accomplish this, but it would be wonderful to have 
design standards so that these buildings improve the 
aesthetics of the neighborhood. Some of the condos in 
Admiral are quite attractive, whereas many along Calif 
in the Morgan area leave a bit to be desired. I will say 
that it’s nice that many, particularly condos (apartments 
not as much), are landscaped with NW natives and other 
drought tolerant, hardy plants that look good.

Hoping area will get safer, still doesn’t feel as community 
focused as would like, most likely due to high level 
of renters and also proximity to California Ave.  A 
community hub would be amazing.

We needed the monorail and still do. The mayors plan 
to increase density without supporting transportation is 
incompetent, at best.

Would like to see a business district closer to Highpoint, 
where tons of people live.

I don’t feel unsafe, but I am very aware of safety and 
protection against crime.  I am immensely more 
suspicious and careful than I was a decade ago.  I am very 
disappointed by the houses that were crammed in near 
our home.

Many new townhouses seem poorly built.  Please tear 
down the ugly, out-of-scale CalMor building.
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Now not enough businesses in the immediate area of 
High Point to serve the residents.

I want my monorail money back.

The buildings (especially the commercial buildings and 
the high-density residential buildings at the junction) are 
not very attractive and don’t add much character to the 
neighborhood.  The new Beveridge Place building is nice 
and I’m glad they’re renovating the building just to the 
south of Beveridge Place.

I live on Fauntleroy and I am very happy about the 
adjustments to the street and the flow of traffic. I’ve 
been very disappointed in the past about the mis-use of 
this street by drivers. It’s dangerous to just get out of the 
car. I am encouraged by the installation of the ramps at 
corners as I am a mother who pushes strollers around the 
neighborhood.

As noted in my earlier comment- Chuck and Sally Tavern 
and the Quick Stop Dry Cleaners buildings must be 
assessed for saftey and code - some have no tenants for 
years now

Our neighborhood has a lot of seniors & refugees, many 
buy their groceries from the Walgreens, the closest store. 
I wish there was access to vegetables/ healthful food for 
them.

I am anxious for bus rapid transit and wonder if it’s still 
going to happen.  Glad about the water taxi, but it’s not 
practical for me.  It would mean a bus, the shuttle and 
then the water taxi.  I really despise the lack of design 
oversight of the town homes in our neighborhood.  I hope 
this will change in the future.

In the last week, our office was broken into (set off the 
alarm) and our neighbor across the street (an electrician) 
had his work van stolen.  That’s a lot of crime in one week 
in my little world, and it makes me concerned.

while i’m pleased with the fauntleroy road improvements, 
(although the 2 lane + turn lane outcome is still tbd), i am 
very disappointed that california ave resurfacing did not 
extend between south of the junction to morgan junction.  
the condition of california ave is horrendous. and even 
worse, the condition of the 4300 block of SW Willow is 
despicable. i don’t know how the residents stand it.

The number of ugly shoebox townhouses in the area is 
troubling. They are a blight to the landscape, and give the 
neighborhood a distinct suburban feel.

We need more places were neighbors can run into 
each other on a regular basis besides the grocery store. 
We need more useful shops (no more pet shops, nail 
salons or restaurants, please!!!) How about a bakery, a 
bookstore, a cafe with more seating, something that 
makes it worthwhile to stroll around the sidewalks. And 
please...MORE TRANSIT. The wait times between buses, 
particularly on the weekend is awful.

I don’t like the subdivided lots. I also don’t like the rents. 
Rents are getting very high. It’s hard to find anyplace here 
that goes for less than 700$

We need housing density, but the recent densification 
along California Ave SW is for the most part very 
unattractive and makes no concessions to the need to 
integrate into a livable, walkable community along our 
main artery.

I would like to see pedestrians more encouraged, more 
traffic quieting measures - I would like to see guidelines 
for new multi-unit housing, the window treatment 
chosen seems to spoil a lot of facades

It seems there have been quite a bit more house break ins 
this summer

What happened to all of the parking in the Alaska 
Junction? In order to visit stores and restaurants, you 
need to park a long ways away.

It is difficult to get to the rest of the Seattle 
neighborhoods from the entire West Seattle peninsula 
while using public transit. The 54 does not run frequently 
enough to be a reliable alternative to driving a car. I am 
able to make my bus commute to Lynnwood in ~1:15 in 
the mornings. It often takes me 2+ hours to return home 
in the afternoon due to waiting for the 54 downtown, or 
having to take a 55 to the alaska junction and walk home.
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I would like to see more passenger-only ferry service 
to downtown, including from Southworth, to reduce 
the burden on this neighborhood.  Virtually all of 
the ferry traffic is destined for places other than this 
neighborhood.  I would like to see growth in businesses 
in the junction, focused on services useful to the 
neighborhood.  The pilates studio that opened this year 
is wonderful, for example.  I would also like to see greater 
attention focused on making the arterials consistently 
green with trees and pedestrian friendly landscaping 
(such as in the triangles along Fauntleroy).

It would really be nice to have the monorail to ride to 
downtown.  I think it is ridiculous that a city of Seattle’s 
size basically only has one option for mass transit--the 
bus.

I’m really sorry that the monorail got voted down. I don’t 
understand the cities democratic system that has you 
keep voting, 7 times, until it gets what it wants!

We have seen gorgeous 1900’s Craftsman demolished for 
bland monolithic town homes. Recently a notable native 
dogwood was fell. The builders claimed that had a permit, 
but only had a building permit.

Simply come here on any given day and drive around. 
you’ll see for yourself.

When the monorail was derailed, more bus service was 
promised at our expense. Now Metro talks about cutting 
its services.

Need more buses. The changes coming to the 54/Rapid 
Ride are great, but we need a similar change to the 
21. Going from every 30 minutes to every 20 would be 
a great improvement. Transit is too important to the 
neighborhoods for the city to delegate responsibility to 
Metro. If Metro can’t find the resources to run enough 
buses, then maybe Seattle needs to regain control of it’s 
bus system.

Heavy traffic at the California/Fauntleroy intersection.  
Unsightly architecture of new townhouses.

Monorail or light rail would be great for West Seattle

some new buildings don’t look like they fit into the 
neighborhood, architecturally.

am troubled that there are no plans to bring light rail 
to west seattle any time soon - ESPECIALLY when the 
viaduct will be under construction.  This will be a traffic 
nightmare for those of us commuting to Seattle who 
can’t afford the water taxi.

I would love to see the light rail in West Seattle.  I would 
appreciate more of a police presence.

I want to keep West Seattle family focused. Keep parking 
free! West Seattle needs to stay friendly in that regard.

I like the High Point Library, but it’s not near us and not 
within walking distance (a long walk)  I know there will 
eventually be more multi-family buildings, I do think we 
can support more businesses.

Still a long way from a viable retail district.  Only shops 
are pet supplies and a bike repair business.  Really miss 
the locally-owned video rental store.

too may townhomes/condos/multi-dwelling units being 
built in the area.

Ugly, shoddily built condos/townhouses.Also huge 
“Hummer” houses that don’t fit into the character of the 
neighborhood. Worsening traffic. Whole Foods’ giant hole 
in the ground next the Admiral Junction is a disgrace.

Commercially this is definitely a neglected neighborhood.

I am a bit concerned about the crime, but I guess 
everything is relative. My car was broken in to a few 
months ago, and they stole an iPod charger and just the 
red cord to my jumper cables (kids, I assume?). Lots of 
door-to-door magazine (etc) salesmen.  I don’t use any 
public facilities in the Morgan Junction, but end up going 
to other neighborhoods, like Admiral, for them. I guess 
they’re just not convieniently located, too far away from 
the business district.   I do wish we had an “everything” 
store of some sort.

Still feel like the bus system is inadequate while density 
is on the rise.  New businesses are starting up in ugly, 
outdated buildings.

Wish we had bike lanes. Also, perhaps Morgan Junction 
could have an “all ways walk” feature for pedesrians like 
Alaska Junction has.
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Community Center (SW) is too far away as is the library - 
there’s really no city support facilities west of 35th Avenue 
south of Alaska Street in West Seattle - this is ignoring a 
huge section of West Seattle - transportation to the south 
end literally sucks

The density has increased dramatically, i.e. tearing 
down single-family homes or duplexes and building 
apartments.  However, the road system has not been 
updated, and the Fauntleroy debacle is going to make it 
worse.

Transp. much worse. Any new building should be 
contingent on transportation improvements.

I’ve outlined a theme in the previous question - too 
narrow streets - too busy to cross safely - let alone bike or 
walk.

We have several “vacant” lots or buildings (Graham/
California, Chuck and Sally’s) that have become an eye 
soar and deter from our neighborhood.

While this is a very walkable area, the sidewalk along 
Fauntleroy is a bit disconnected, the verge along the road 
is not very appealing and a bit overgrown.  There needs to 
be more crosswalks along Fauntleroy.

Appears to be a lot of crime in ws lately. I don’t feel safe in 
my neighborhood.

Looking forward to more options to get to downtown 
(monorail/light rail).  One major transportation bonus is 
that there is the water taxi.  It’s great.

Traffic on 35th Ave SW is still very dangerous - too much 
high speed traffic going through. There should be a 
crossing guard for children on 35th during the school year 
- I’ve seen little kids trying to cross 35th alone against 
the light. The crosswalk crossing time at lights needs to 
be longer. We need more buses on the 21 line - lots of 
overcrowding during commuting hours. I am also hoping 
a grocery store will buy land on 35th, so there will be 
grocery shopping within walking distance of housing. 
The Morgan & 35th intersection could use some visual 
improvement.

1) Lots of empty storefronts - what could be done to 
stimulate small businesses to locate/relocate to these 
empty spaces?  2)  always need more parks and open 
space.

Cannot get home from downtown.  Can get to downtown 
but the buses never come to get home.  If the dart that 
goes from the water taxi was expanded as it says it should 
be then many of us could commute more easily and use 
the water taxi.  Need light rail planning asap

maybe not very affordable here anymore? am worried 
about that.

I live closer to Fauntleroy than California and the only bus 
service is that which connects to Vashon express ferries 
with no plans to increase. Walking uphill to California 
4 blocks in inclement weather is not conducive to bus 
riding.  We need more routes/more frequency.  housing 
becoming too dense, personal safety becoming a 
concern. All new housing/building designs appear to be 
from the same “architect”-all cheap materials meant 
for fast construction-very cookie cutter.  One good fire 
would wipe out the shabbily constructed developments 
along Fauntleroy.  How about some brick construction or 
something less “low cost housing” feeling?

California and its bus routes are a highway for thugs and 
I do not believe there is enough of a police presence. I 
regularly see what I believe to be open air drug dealers 
on the corners of Graham and California that are subtle 
but effective in their business. Again, Chuck and Sally’s 
saloon either needs to be torn down or renovated to help 
alleviate this problem. Dark businesses do not say “clean 
and safe.” Instead, they tell punks this is a good place to 
hang out.

We’ve had a good bit of vandalism/crime and appreciate 
police presence.

housing needs to contribute to attractiveness, 
walkability, etc.

I would like to see a community center closer to the 
Morgan Junction area as well as more parks. We are close 
to Lincoln Park and Lowman Beach, but technically those 
areas are not considered part of the Morgan Junction 
area.

My safety concerns are less related to the neighborhood 
and more related to the rise in propery crime since the 
downturn of the economy.
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I am very dissatisfied with the bus service.  Route 21 is the 
only route that runs up and down 35th Ave and is not very 
convenient, especially when returning to West Seattle 
from downtown Seattle.  I really wish Metro would add 
more lines or more service times (especially from 5-6PM).  
I feel our safety could be better (in terms of break-ins).

Speed  Multifamily townhomes with in adequate parking, 
and landscaping so they do not fit into the neighborhood.  
Removal of trees without replacement

California Ave is a mess - are we due for a resurfacing?

I understand that in general a remodel is a good thing.  I 
am unhappy when my older neighborhood gets replaced 
with cutting edge “modern” housing that ignores the 
100+ year history of the neighborhood.  I am not a fan of 
‘modern’ architecture.

I am hopeful, not optimistic about commuting with “rapid 
transit” as a way to improve traffic. I am also dissatisfied 
about the city upkeep of green spaces. I have participated 
in invasive species removal and think it is good to keep 
working on that. However, watching the blackberries take 
over again in the entryway to West Seattle as you pass 
Steel Mill and head up the hill is very disappointing. Same 
can be said of 44th Ave SW between Othello and Austin 
as well.  Placing a little more priority on maintaining 
greenspaces will add to the quality of life and make it 
easier to keep those spaces maintained.  The let it grow 
until it becomes a problem vs. regular maintence has 
negative consequnces.  In the Morgan neighborhood, 
work maintaining the Orchard Street Ravine and Solstice 
Park along 44th has reduced criminal behavior such as 
underage drinking and drugging in cars or in the park.  
However, as it becomes overgrown again, the negative 
behaviors return.  More regular maintenace would help.

My closest bus is the 22 and when one of Tim Eyman’s 
first initiatives went through many years ago, the 22 only 
runs until early evening now.  I was really disappointed 
when the monorail plan was “derailed”!!!

Zero transportation improvements have been made 
over the past 10 years.  We have some really bad design 
townhomes built on California Ave,  - mainly the ones 
that did not go through Design Review.  The ones that did 
are pretty nice.

There are too few playgrounds that are within walking 
distance.  The new public space on California could have 
included a play area, but did not.  The planned space on 
Alaska does not seem to include a playground either.

Not having the monorail come in is very disappointing.  
We don’t have an efficient way to get to the West Seattle 
Water taxi, and no bus services that run more often than 
every 30 minutes outside of rush hour.  We need to work 
to get plans established to connect West Seattle to the 
growing light rail corridor - ideally down to the ferry 
terminal, or further south.

Would like to see some new business attracted.  Tidying 
up the place, final disposition of places like Chuck and 
Sally’s would help.

too many home break and enters.   not enough traffic 
calming measures on 48th ave.

I am displeased that contractors are allowed to build 
whatever style and size condo they wish. This creates 
condos that do not fit within the current architecture 
of the area. Size limits should be created/imposed to 
minimize the number of cars parked on the street which 
creates visual impairments for drivers and reduces 
parking for those living too far to walk to area businesses. 
Also disastified that monorail is not coming. Now we 
need light rail to link West Seattle to downtown!

traffic congestion and street parking  Oversize buildings 
of city lots.

I also really wish we had a business district w/ more 
essential services and more “fun stuff” a la Ballard. And a 
first run movie theater. Really! Grin.

Save our historic craftsman houses and bunglows!

I don’t wholly approve of the changes to Fauntleroy.  I 
think that losing one lane in each direction is too big of a 
concession for whatever gains the additional lanes give.  
Placing a bike lane right in the path of parked cars’ door 
openings is a dangerous proposition.  I ride my bicycle 
a few days a week but avoid that street because it is 
inherently dangerous for bikes.  The new lanes will cause 
more accidents, not less.

I’m not a bus fan and always prefer rail transit - I would 
love to see light rail extended to west seattle.
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new businesses and more multi family homes in 
a residential area are creating lack of parking.  As 
businesses hopefully flourish, where will residents park? 
(taxpaying property owners unfortunately without 
offstreet parking)  More crosswalks are needed for 
pedestrians.  A fabulous place to walk but crosswalks and 
sidewalks need improvement.  more than the recently 
painted bicycles signifying a bike lane.

I am disappointed in the number of run-down buildings 
or vacant lots within a few blocks of the Morgan Junction. 
These decrease property values but, more important, 
they facilitate crime and make the area less pleasant to 
look at and live in.

Roads are in horrible shape after last year’s snowstorm.

35th Ave SW is more like a freeway every day, and what 
few pedestrian crossing actually exist never seem to trip 
the light in less than a minute of standing around.  It’s 
incredibly insulting how SDOT disrespects pedestrians 
here when similar lights in other parts of town change 
that crossing light immediately.    The Myrtle Reservoir 
capping was a joke, they didn’t deliver the design that 
was advertised, tried to put a skate park in there against 
the consensus wishes of the entire neighborhood, and 
now it’s being redone!  Unbelievable incompetence by 
the City and Contractor.    The library is hardly open when 
people need it in the evenings and weekends.  Pathetic.  
No real commitment by the city to a resource that should 
be a jewel in the neighborhood.

The city needs to fix our streets.  They are am 
embarressment to the tax paying residents of West 
Seattle.

i have had things stolen and helicopters above my house 
(Fauntleroy & Raymond) the neghiborhood could be a 
little safer. Also i think there are too many townhomes 
and condos going up all over the place

There seems to be an increase of home break-ins and 
car prowls (on our street, Othello, in particular) in recent 
months.

Until we can get real transportation that moves many 
people, frequently, and not subject to traffic jams, I am 
afraid we will have to deal with larger traffic messes.  The 
main intersection of Morgan Junction is regularly jammed 
up from 3 PM onwards for a full block on California 
Ave. both directions, pushing the jam back to the next 
intersections.

I would love to see the speed limit reduced on 35th ave. 
It is ironic that much of the West Seattle freeway is the 
same speed limit as 35th ave.

transit to this end of west seattle is poor, it drops off 
significantly after hours, and during the day doesn’t 
run often enough. i’m dependent on the 21 and 22, and 
they just aren’t frequent enough. the libraries are a little 
spread out too.

The increase in vagrancy, vandalism, car prowls, 
burglaries, and noise has been especially evident over the 
past year or two.

We need to think about how the neighborhood looks... 
trees, places for folks to sit - out of the rain to wait for 
busses, put utility wires underground, repair potholes in 
cross walks.

Replacing the Viaduct with a tunnel is the stupidest idea 
I’ve ever heard!  You guys are screwing West Seattle to 
put money into the developer’s pockets!!!!  It’s fraud, 
it’s treasonous, it’s CRIMINAL.  What you SHOULD DO 
is continue widening the West Seattle Bridge/Upper 
Spokane street, then add exits/entrances to it at 4th Ave 
S.  THEN you can rebuild the viaduct with the slightly 
larger, safer design we saw plans for a few years ago.  
That’s the ONLY sensible plan.  You guys know better, 
shame on you all!!!

Lack of monorail, rapid transit and restructuring of lanes 
on roads has made traffic messy to say the least. Too 
much multi-family/occupant housing, unrealistic sizes of 
housing units as well - too small and too crowded.

The abandonment of the Monorail was a serious blow to 
the entire  West Seattle area.  Metro’s feeble attempts to 
mitigate our transportation and connection problems are 
going to be eviscerated by the economic perils ahead.

They are tearing up Fauntleroy and thinking about 
putting in two lanes instead of the 4 lanes we have.  This 
is going to be a mess with all the traffic from the ferries.  I 
hope this plan does not go through.

I don’t agree w/ Metro’s decision to delay Rapid Ride. 
They have reduced transit potential for when the viaduct 
is under construction.  Also do not agree w/ the changes 
to Fauntleroy to two lanes. I hope the city will assess 
its effectiveness after it is completed. Are cyclists using 
the bike lanes? Are cars backing up behind buses? Are 
intersections stilloperating smoothly w/out backups?
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Haven’t been very happy with the zoning laws and the 
design review that has allows downright ugly townhomes 
and buildings be be squeezed onto the lots.  Also wish I 
could use mass transit more often but frequency of bus 
schedule  not desirable (too big of gaps) and not easy to 
access a good chunk of WS without transferring.

Transportation can be improved more.  What ever we 
can do to get people out of driving cars should be a large 
improvement.  If the diversity of businesses expanded 
some, I would feel less need to go farther for my needs.

Live on the hills of 35th Ave, walking and shopping at 
Morgan or California Junction not feasible.  Need a more 
direct bus service to junctions so I may shop local! Area 
shuttle?

I had my catalytic converter cut out off my 1994 Toyota 
4Runner  Super Bowl Sunday.  There are too many home 
and car robberies in my neighborhood.  I would like less 
car traffic on 48th Avenue.  My neighbor NEEDS to be 
MORE pedestrian and bike friendly.

Metro is infrequent and unreliable. During the snowstorm 
they were useless. Regarding housing: too many ugly 
townhomes.

There is poor signage and enforcement at the crosswalk 
near California and Othello.  There is also an issue of 
speeding in this area and the school zone speed limit is 
not enforced.

I am very pleased to see bike lanes being added, but am 
concerned that the traffic may come to a stand still at 
various times in the day.

Wish the ferry were routed to downtown

Traffic safety for walkers and also benches to sit on at 
intervals.  Westwood village has great benches, perhaps 
they could be scattered in other areas.

West Seattle seems to continue to be slighted when it 
comes to improving transportation -especially to other 
parts of the greater Seattle/ King Co. area.

I do not like the look of the new townhouses that have 
been added.  As much as I would like new restaurants, the 
bars have become increasingly noisier on weekend nights 
and one of the main reasons I moved to West Seattle/
Morgan Junction was for a quiet neighborhood.

Not happy about losing the Morgan Monorail station.  
Not happy about the number of vacant retail spaces and 
uncompleted projects.

The monorail plan was cancelled.
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The Morgan Junction Park is a nice addition, 
but I’d like to see some more park space and the 
verges along the roads developed a bit further 
with flowers or low-growing trees.

I think rent is skewing upward and single family 
housing is being stressed.

Our neighborhood has really tried to keep the 
vision moving - but the execution is tough. 
I think the Orchard Street Ravine is a an example 
of good idea but tough negotiations with the 
neighborhood and the environmental conditions 
really don’t create a viable access

what about linking all the great new parks? 
would love the “”green crescent”” to be 
achieved!

Need to densify (particularly housing) in a 
more attractive way. Also need to enhance the 
opportunities for street level small businesses 
and live-work units.

housing fit to neighborhood poor

I believe the creation of more open, green spaces 
as mentioned in the key strategies is still needed. 
I also believe that there needs to be more crime, 
graffiti prevention.

There have been more green spaces and parks, 
and more public buildings.  I also seems ther eis 
more density, as planned.  It looks like there have 
been job losses.

I didn’t really glean much from the neigborhood 
report about a strategy. I just went back to read 
it, and it’s very vague. I’d like to see more specific 
direction.

The visions are very good but reality often 
intercepts the vision. Overall it is a better, though 
noisier, place to live.

Not enough open or green space close to the 
Morgan Junction.

So far it seems to be going well w/out too many major setbacks.  
People seem to actually be working with one another.

10 years later and now they’re finally doing something on 
Fauntleroy?  It’s all ripped up now, we’ll see what happens.  
It’ll probably suck for pedestrians, as usual.  And what Green 
crescent?  Are you kidding?  You can’t even walk from 35th and 
Myrtle down to Delridge.  The stairways on Myrtle don’t go down 
to Sylvan way! 
Where’s the green?  Orchard St Ravine is great, but there are 
other ravines that need it too.  What about them?  What about 
our connecting hillside stairways that are falling apart all over the 
pace out here?

Morgan Community Association continues to work hard.

Like the devellpment of new green spaces.

Park at Beveridge Place!

The goals seem too modest but I don’t have good insights into 
what they have required to make happen.

The neighborhood is walkable and the urban village is improving.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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I receive no communication about this so I cannot 
comment.

I’d like to see more emphasis on preserving more green 
open space. This is important for a healthier environment, 
for breathing space with the increased human density 
and for ensuring the wonder of natural beauty will be 
enjoyed by future generations. Our forefathers and 
mothers recognized the importance of green space 
by planning for large areas of contingous parks and 
pathways. We need to look further back than the 1990’s 
and revisit those comprehensive green plans that span 
today’s local neighborhood boundaries. For example 
an aerial view of the Morgan neighborhood shows that 
the Myrtle Reservoir area is the last green connection 
from the Longfellow Creek trails through the High Point 
parks across the highest point in Seattle - Myrtle Rervoir 
leading to Orchard Natural Area, Solstice Park, and 
Lincoln Park. This was part of the Olmsted vision. Let’s 
honor that foresight by protecting the little we have left.  
Looking beyond the Morgan neighborhood let’s protect 
the extensive green built on the East slopes and East 
water way of W. Seattle.

I guess I haven’t retained info I’ve come across and am 
familiar only with the bullet points I read just before 
taking this survey. I don’t have a grasp on the full scope of 
the plan.

From what I read, the plan was centered on park space 
- I live across from the reservoir and attended those 
planning meetings.   Glad to hear that they will take 
up some of our suggestions.  Never did get any plan 
information back on my email or in the mail to confirm 
a plan had been completed at all!  This upsets me when I 
am working full time and take time to participate in the 
community planning.  A bit disrespectful.

Increased housing density, but I believe we’ve lagged in 
transportation options.  Increased parks and recreation 
but I believe we’ve lagged in public safety.  And why can’t 
the city put an end to the all-too-common practice of 
developers digging a big hole and then abandoning it 
when their funding runs out?!  A huge hole is nothing less 
than a blight on the neighborhood!

Very slowly

Doesn’t address transportation issues at all.

The landscaping at the Faunterloy/Morgan/California 
intersection looks good. Nice new park on California Ave.

The completion of the small park has been a real plus.  
The area itself seems to want to compete with the 
main West Seattle junction sometimes rather than 
complementing it.

More density taxes the infrastructure and is only adding 
more traffic.

I think our local community associations have worked 
really hard.  The Morgan Junction Association and the 
Fauntleroy Community Association... and the greater 
council of West Seattle... whatever it is called - all of those 
folks have worked really hard... and sometimes it seems 
they are battling city hall.

Density and more active business district are being 
achieved.

I’m happy to see the pocket park go in at Beveridge Place, 
but concerned it’s next to two bars.  I am concerned that 
the revisions to Fauntleroy Way will cause increase traffic 
problems and lead to the need for additional traffic lights 
in the stretch between Juneau and Edmonds.

making progress, but major steps need to be taken to 
ensure Morgan Junction does not go backward. See 
comments about Chuck and Sally’s and the Short Stop 
mini mart.

Things are improving, but it takes a long time and there 
are still issues. Especially when it comes to the quality 
of the work provided by contractors in connection with 
the many new apartments, condos and town homes. 
The commercial aspect is not yet up to par with the 
residential.

I have not seen any significant changes related to the 
Green Crescent strategy.  Some trees near the junction 
have been horribly pruned back and there is no evidence 
of a cohesive design strategy to make the area more 
pedestrian friendly or to connect various green spaces.  
This neighborhood could be very walkable and green 
without a huge financial investment, but that does not 
seem to be happening.

The parks are happening and the housing is pleasant.

Green crescent is at risk from development pressure 
when the economy recovers. This would be an opportune 
tme to purchase undeveloped property.
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I see considerable effort and progress being made. The 
appealing and attractive aspects are improving as I 
noted in question one. However, there is still room for 
improvement.

local bus service

Where is High Point?

New park at beveridge place is nice.  Needed more trees, 
though!

Stay focused on keeping it green, safe and open more 
park space and P-patches.

just what i read in the status report

I just skimmed the status report; I have never read the 
neighborhood plan.

I feel our neighborhood has hard working advocates, but 
the results are mediocre. For example, the park was a 
great idea, and I applaud efforts to get it done, however 
the design could have been much better. So much time 
and money spent debating over design, while the options 
presented were not the best.
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The walkways could be developed further, and the 
roads don’t feel particularly safe for biking.  I would 
love to be able to bike from my home to the ferry 
terminal and back, but I am not confident in cycling 
along Fauntleroy with the traffic.

I wonder about the unit count for growith. The plan 
says 200 but the 2007 city calcs say 400+

the biz district is doing really well. but parks need to 
continue to be focused on.

Whose priority?   I see some improvements happening, 
but have no idea how long they have been on the list.

Not aware of what influence these plans actually have 
on development and changes.

I’m all for green spaces as our city fills up.

I’d like to see more about development, rather than 
just about roads or open spaces that don’t necessarily 
affect everyone.

Still no easy bus commute to any place besides 
downtown

We had specific goals, most of which have been 
accomplished.

There is not much land left to use for increased density/
buildings.

The bar was set pretty low, there’s not much of a plan if 
you ask me.

Fauntleroy Way traffic improvements when completed 
should make a great difference for over all usage.

These are really tame goals.  Yes, of course safety is 
desired.  Fully agree with the human-scale.  Would like to 
see some more thought around recreation areas... sports 
fields would be great...  Lowman Park additions of some 
sort... just seems like we are clinging to suburban space 
ideals when the reality is we are getting dense and need 
recreational spaces that better fit this paradigm. Other 
transportation creativity would be welcomed as well... 
support for all the scooters in West Seattle.... a more 
formal intra-West Seattle system... a serious park and 
ride.

I’d like to see more emphasis on safety.  Issues, such 
as excessive speed through the Gatewood Elementary 
school zones and increased graffiti need emphasis to 
keep the quality of the neighborhood high.

It seems that a lot continues to be in progress. I can’t tell 
if it matches the plan or not...

I don’t think anyone in the initial planning process 
thought there would be so much development along 
Fauntleroy or the Junction.   
You know the old light bulb joke - how many does it take?   
Well, how many times does a road in Seattle need to be 
resurfaced?

Transportation should be a bigger priority.

To who?  To me?  This question doesn’t make sesnse.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?
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I see traffic and density as issues that don’t seem to be 
addressed in the neighborhood plan.  It focuses a bit 
too much on what it “”looks”” like around here, without 
addressing the realities of too many people in a small 
space.

Seems like our neighborhood plan isn’t very ambitious...
just some minor cosmetic work on parks.

My hope has always been for the Morgan & 35th 
intersection to become safer, more attractive, and more 
pedestrian-friendly.

A crime ring may be responsible for the majority of break-
ins in West Seattle.  So more police presence does not 
necessarily mean less crime.  Building a prison for juvenile 
offender does not reduce crime or taxes.

Some of the priorities have just been steamrolled over 
by city wide changes, particularly the items related to 
parking and wider sidewalks.  So the priority now would 
be to figure out how to redefine what we want to see 
happen given the new code(s).

I think the neighborhood has done a good job of creating 
walkable space at the Morgan Junction, which wasn’t a 
priority in the plan but I think should be going forward. 
Connecting the junction with better transit should also be 
a priority.

I think these are solid priorities, but the “”conveniently 
accessible by transit and automobile, but were walking 
and biking are easy and enjoyable”” vision/priority may 
need deligence to provide and maintain the tradeoffs 
inherent with seemingly mutaully exclusive goals.  As 
commute times increase with density, the quality of life 
will go down. The beauty of Wet Seattle is proximity to 
the City Center and the career opportunities it brings, 
without spending large chunks of quality family and 
neighborhood time commuting.

transportation

Where is High Point?

Not sure.  We’ll see as time goes by.

West Seattle is serious about the priorities. I would love to 
see them all fullfilled

However, I would add that bringing in more 
socioeconomic, racial, and cultural diversity should be a 
priority.

Transportation and more useful shopping
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public amenities; transportation

pedestrian safety

I haven’t seen any mention of additional public art outside 
of the art in the pavement around the Morgan Junction 
Park.  I would love to see more public art in the area.  I 
would also like to have some incentives for development 
of the abandoned car dealerships at Fauntleroy and 
Alaska.  It’s not a very pleasant introduction to the 
neighborhood.

residential and business parking.  Crosswalks, sidewalk 
improvement.

Less density of housing

Road repair

affordability and sidewalks connected one side of 
fauntleroy to the other and bus service along fauntleroy.

what is the plan to address the units - is it 200 per the plan 
or is the update going to show 400+ and if so then there 
needs to be alot more work and clearer requirements 
so we don’t end up with a problem similar to the town 
homes

devel patterns

need to address safety issues

Non bus public transit options

Increasing density, getting rid of old, unattractive or 
unoccupied businesses.

making the Morgan Junction a viable business district; 
creating more inviting green spaces and nicer building 
designs that aren’t cookie cutter townhouses piled on 
top of each other; more crime and graffiti prevention 
measures; making sure Morgan Junction keeps a 
residential feel ; and creating a greater sense of 
community through neighborhood events.

Architectural design of new commercial buildings, 
especially condos.  There have been some spectacularly 
ugly, dense, badly planned condos go up along California.

transportation and open public space

seems fine as it is

Transportation, specifically less car-centric types. Also 
housing and public amenities. I think Morgan Junction 
can be just as vibrant as Alaska Junction.

traffic flow and dangerous intersections. Tree planting 
should take into consideration view property. Not filling 
up every square foot of property available.

More focus on encouraging street-level, street-facing 
independent small businesses close to the Morgan 
Junction - such as cafes, restaurants, bars, and specialty 
shops (butcher, cheese, etc.).

traffic and parking congestion

transportation networks, public amenities

Small businesses - there’s still some emplty storefronts 
along California.  You’d think that someone would do 
something with it.

safety and urban development

Transportation.  With loss of monorail, W Seattle fees 
abandoned by rapid transit.

Transportation,  
transportation, 
transportation.

1) getting SDOT to SLOW DOWN TRAFFIC and promote 
pedestrian-friendly routes and traffic signals. 
2) connecting to other neighborhoods to the East. 
3) getting appropriate development in UPPER Morgan 
Junction at 35th & Morgan.  There’s a drugstore, that’s it.  
Nothing else that’s useful up there.

With all the mega building of condos and multi 
story residences all over west seattle, I’m sure public 
transportation will be key as population density continues 
to increase.

public transportation

Public transportation- increased bus hours (22 line) and 
connection to the light rail.

Safety!  I rarely see police in the area.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...



morgaN JuNCtioN

Q4: Status reports should focus more on...
671

morgaN JuNCtioN

Bike lanes, bus routes

Green open space and the health of our environment! We 
are losing it quickly.

Traffic issues, there is really one main route in and out of 
WS.

Transportation networks - specifically parking and intra-
West Seattle transportation.  Seems you could have a 
completely green, intra-West Seattle transportation 
system that would add immense value.

transportation

Reducing car use and promoting more public 
transportation and maintaining the single family 
character of this neighborhood.

Safety

bringing light rail to West Seattle to connect us to 
downtown and the airport.

bike only lanes on many streets (without having to weave 
in and out of traffic

Non-single/double-occupant-motor-vehicle modes of 
transportation within WS and to other parts of the city. 
(There has to be a better description, but “cars” didn’t 
seem to cover it all.) :)

Quality of life -- parks, restaurants, decent looking homes

Saving the historic buildings which give the neighborhood 
some history and character

Pedestrian and bicycle safety.   I love the bicycle lanes and 
believe I see more people using them - and a bit more 
respect from motorists.  But more space is needed to 
create a buffer for pedestrians.

Transportation

Creating a walkable community--more community 
buildings and shopping within walking distance for all 
residents.  Keep up the great work at Fauntleroy and 
California!

development patterns

better access to public transit, more bike lanes

Apartments, especially in the zone’s median rent range (~ 
$700/month)

keeping parking free in the junctions.

Affordable, convenient transportation that ties West 
Seattle to the rest of the city.

Ensuring that roadworks are completed in a timely 
fashion and that the new parks facilities are well 
maintained. There is no point in putting in new parks if 
they are allowed to deteriorate almost immediately after 
they are put in.

recruiting retail storefronts, kid-friendly businesses and 
“”community center”” for teens AT the Morgan Junction 
(so the backside of McDonald’s can once again be safe).

transportation

traffic flow, allowing drivers to make descisions to stay 
alert and focused.

Traffic, safety and infrastructure

Housing density, traffic back ups along California/
Fauntleroy/Morgan intersection

Beautifying California Avenue SW and encouraging 
development of retail shops and consumer services in 
clusters along California Ave. to encourage people to walk 
to shops and businesses in the neighborhoods more.

Traffic and pedestrian safety.

Transportation. Especially what we are going to do when 
the Viaduct gets dealt with. We are heading for a major 
crisis there, if we don’t get out ahead of it. AND we need 
to get capital for the development projects that have 
stalled in the entire WS area.

traffic, architectural control

transportation 
ferry traffic 
safe bike lanes

Infrastructure imrpovement, addressing “”broken 
window”” syndrome issues that seem to be developing.

transportation, public amenities
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With Highpoint finished, the city needs to monitor left 
turn lanes on Morgan and 35th Ave. S.W.  It is taking 
longer and longer to turn left from any direction.

building atheistics and zoning; beautifying streets 
(especially main streets e.g. Fauntleroy and California 
where there are large sections missing) with more trees 
and foliage

Zoning, safety, public art, community events.

public transportation

Transportation

Crime prevention.  Mass transit solutions.

reducing property and petty crime.

Public transportation

Street repairs, traffic flow, improvements, make it people 
friendly.  We need new street signs... can’t read many of 
them.

Safety.

safer roads and neighborhoods - affordable, larger size 
housing units (single family like in High Point) - need 
public restrooms in parks - more police presence in the 
neighborhoods

Safety

Keeping housing affordable.  
Having adequate, affordable, user friendly public 
transportaion available. 
Filling vacant existing apt/condo, retail, and space, before 
constructing more new. 
Compelling developers to not demolish existing safe and 
usable properties, then allowing a vacant lot, or “hole” 
to sit for months, if not years. There should be some 
way to make them guarantee that they will build, once 
the “wrecking ball” hits. Don’t let them overextend their 
financing, and hide behind “the economy”.  
Pedestrian safety. Make pedestrian safety improvements, 
rather than removing existing, marked, crosswalks.

schools; safety

Protecting single-family areas.

Community Center and Parks

Pedestrian safety and traffic enforcement.  Thoughtful 
regulation of townhome-style development.

Bringing in new business to fill the many empty combo 
work/live spaces on California. Tearing down crappy old 
(empty) businesses, i.e. Chuck and Sally’s. Much greater 
police presence. Improved transportation (read: more bus 
routes to get the masses off this island during rush hours)

Overall West Seattle themes with the empty car lots 
in the Alaska Junction / Triangle Area - This shoudl be 
purchased by the city for large organized sports parks (ie: 
soccer, baseball etc)

Maintaining a residential character and livability for those 
who live here.

public safety and less building

Small business, boutiques and parking. Bike paths, green 
areas and public transportation.

fixing the streets, and cleaning up all the graffiti and more 
litter recepticals.

traffic

Safety of older persons with all this traffic and growth.

Capacity information - and a commonly understood 
baseline of where the NH is population -wise and how 
that relates to the capacity studies.  See a NH baseline 
and stick with it, don’t change the targets AND the 
baseline with each Comp Plan update (in other words, 
don’t move my cheese). And make sure we understand 
how that capacity information is pulled (from where, 
when, etc)   Crime statistics should be included, our plan 
was weak in the Pub Safety aspects because we didn’t 
have any information to use for setting specific actions.  
Historical building information.  Past 10 years of traffic 
studies information on both arterials and streets that 
are possible cut-through routes.  Youth activites and 
opportunites in MJ.

Community days.  Thriftway has bbq’s and get-togethers 
in front of their store, and that seems to be the only type 
of community gathering we do during the summer.  We 
need to do more of that.

Better communication with residents
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Encouraging use of park and recreation amenities with an 
eye toward appreciating those as local resources. 
Creating more cycling-friendly streets - there are 
currently few major, safe cycling routes from the Morgan 
Junction to downtown Seattle (or just out of West Seattle, 
for that matter).  Would love to have bike commuting 
from W.S. and the Morgan Junction area be more of an 
option, as it is in other parts of the city.

Making the neighborhood friendly to pedestrians, 
improving urban canopy, preserving small businesses.

west seattle needs to have much better schools.  A hotel 
and a hospital would be great.  A more vibrant business 
district would raise the standard of living.

the ability to live, shop and walk the neighborhood...work 
sites are achievable through good public transportation

Public Transportation Options

More business diversity in neighborhood.

limiting ferry expansion

Rail

Compact development at the junction, and transit to the 
junction.

Transportation networks - take a real look at where 
people commute to (not just from) to see how 
improvements might be made to the network.

Transit

transportation

clean/quiet transportation

Enforcing permitting regulation

Transportation, green areas/parks-convert Fairmount 
elementary school into a community center used for 
afterschool, senior,community meetings and add a 
running track to the school field.

Safety, affordable housing, parks and recreation.

traffic,parking,building size and protecting existing views

Safety

Better public transit to get our residents downtown & 
back. Better zoning & building code enforcement. Better 
bicycle & pedestrian access.

Making the area very safe, accessable, commuity based.

Better traffic flow into and out of W. Seattle.

Safety, managing density

more hip businesses to walk to

development patterns

improving mass transit

Improving safety.

Transportation, parks, business development in the retail 
core

public transportation

Public transportation

Status of in-progress commercial building projects (for 
example, we have a construction zone at California and 
Graham that seems stalled, and Chuck and Sally’s just sits 
there looking ready to fall down at any minute. No idea 
what is happening with that property).

transportation and police presence

ped centered improvements.  traffic taming on residnt 
streets.  light rail!!!!!!

transportation transportation transportation

Encouraging pedestrians, shopping and efficient 
transportation.

Transportation

maintaining single-family residences.  Not allowing too 
many large condos or apartment buildings to be infilled.  
Improving bike and pedestrian access.

sidewalks, parks & business spaces

continuing gaining greenspace/park development

dealing with the terrible traffic that pours through the 
Morgan Junction from the ferries
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I appreciate the key strategies of focusing on further 
development of green spaces and pedestrian safety.  I 
don’t have any complaints with those issues as a focus.

Density of housing

no road repair

random green space that is not useful - it’s nice - but not 
functional.

bike lanes

Employment in area. There is hardly any and won’t be a 
signficant amount in the future.

adding more multi family housing through the addition of 
more townhouses

continuing the trend of townhouses

Jamming more units into each building. More focus on 
residential needs and less on city hall’s wants.

Please teach developers how to build a good looking 
building!

Less focus on cars, more focus on walking, mass transit 
and bicycles.

Maybe now that the parks are built, we can focus on 
getting pedestrians there.

Development, more public investment, unless to support 
transportation and safety issues.

“”Gateway triangle””?  Are you kidding?  It’s totally 
overgrown, the signage is now hidden behind branches, 
and the “”triangle”” itself isn’t friendly to pedestrians 
because of where the sidewalk extensions are located.  
This is bogus, let’s do something real with greenspaces, 
and keep those crappy 6-pack townhouse developments 
out of the neighborhood.

creating density

Demographics

density

The demographics collected seem out of date.  Race, 
place of origin... more meaningful demographics might 
be disposable income levels, employment sectors...

some of the housing pieces.

Letting just packing in people because we can.  There are 
both benefits and problems to putting more people on 
the same amount of land.

Tourism and accessibility

Multi family dwellings:  apartments and condos.....

Development of new buildings.   
I lilke the Mother-in-law - but keep it very simple.  It is 
grotesque for those wanting to keep their single dwelling 
home next to those who have developed 3 & 4 units in 
their back yard.  It doesn’t mix and forces people to move 
from homes they have lived in for a long time.

demographics

Condo conversions

more restaurants.

Intersections are tending to allow fewer and fewer 
options for drivers, and this trend continues in west 
Seattle (protected left turns when you can see a mile 
down the road for example).  This approach keeps drivers 
from having to make decisions and encourages driving in 
a detached, sleepy state of mind.  When an emergency 
presents itself, the driver is not alert enough to deal with 
the situation.  We are making worse and worse drivers in 
Seattle with the way the roads are evolving.

The outward appearance is less important to me than the 
number of feet & tires on the roads.

Making already upscale areas fancier.

Increasing density, until we get the traffic/transportation 
problems worked out.

housing

demographics

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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I am hoping the city does not push for more density with 
cottage houses and annexes on existing properties.  I 
realize this is good for the city, but it is impacting our 
neighborhood with more traffic.

Density

Urban Density - high rise complexes! Enough - it is ruining 
the area and bringing way too many people to an already 
crowded part of the city.

development

New buildings, until there is a nearly full status of existing 
ones.  
Cutting public transportion.

$$$

Demographics.  Don’t mean much except in comparison 
with other neighborhoods.

Pocket parks.

Building more multi-dwelling residential. At least until 
transportation is improved.

Nightlife

High density development and nightlife development. 
Both of these run counter to livability.

Adding residential units.

Urban Village buildings until we fix the basics and set up a 
good community foundation first.

Craming more people into a crowded area. Taking away 
my parking in West Seattle.

Building more condos/apartments.

Development of condo and multi-family dwellings.

Increasing housing, accommodating ferry traffic.

Landscaping.

They are all important to quality of life and building a 
strong neighborhood community.

housing--too dense now

demographics

New construction. Allowing shoebox shotgun homes on 
teeny, narrow lots. If they’re going to be that small, make 
them multifamilystructures.

cheap housing development

Trees - They block the views and resulting leaves plug the 
drains

Affordable housing

Building condos and large buildings.

housing density.

Housing without the shops and transport to support it.

Neighborhood parks

Increasing home density beyond California Ave.
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Expanding public transport.  With the tunnel joining the West Seattle 
Bridge, it seems incredible to me not to include further public transport 
as a part of that development plan.  This is probably beyond the scope 
of the neighborhood plan, but it seems to make sense to want to 
reduce cars and encourage bicycles/buses/or walkers to travel from the 
West Seattle Bridge to the various neighborhoods of West Seattle.  It 
would be ideal to be able to not have to take a car to get to downtown.  
This could also be achieved with further busing/bicycle lanes to the 
West Seattle ferry at Alki.

I didnt see anything about either of my concerns (parking, pedestrian 
crosswalks on California Ave)

transporation - impacts with growth

transportation status was completely misleading and wrong - 
suggested that Morgan Junction was well served when it is not.

I see a major gap relating to non-carbon-emitting transit.  Specifically, 
many people live in the Morgan Junction neighborhood and work 
elsewhere, yet biking even within the Morgan Junction area is 
dangerous -- there are no bike lanes, and the major streets (the only 
places with “”sharrows””) are artierials with cars moving 40+ miles per 
hour regardless of the posted speed limit.

traffic and parking congestion

It’s a good list of what we got done, but avoids completely the loss of 
our Monorail and it’s ability to provide the cross-water connectivity 
we needed. It also avoids mentioning the needs for transportation 
solutions within West Seattle. 
Admiral to Alki to Alaska Junction, to Morgan Junction, to the 
Fauntleroy Ferry, to Westwood, to White Center - they all need regular 
service to and from each other.

Developers build cheap, junky-looking 6-packs all over the place and 
ruin the feel of the neighborhood, but nobody talks about that in your 
draft status report.  Let’s face it: this exercise exists merely to give 
cover to developers in the form of density targets.

You forgot to include the OSR (Orchard Street Ravine) as an pro parks 
levy rehab of an existing open space. There is a photo but no mention 
of the restoration or new stairway. It is also part of the The “Green 
Crescent” plan.

Do not understand the two lines. Is the report strictly the immediate 
urban core or is the area in the report include the wide line that goes 
over to Beach Drive, N, E and South.??

traffic

I think we should measure and/or report 
our community’s carbon footprint and have 
targets.

unsure

Town homes! This needs to be 
incorporated. Parking should be below 
ground. Architecture should at least 
attempt to look interesting.

I don’t think there is enough study into 
sustainability.  The problem is in the term 
“”growth management””.   Sometimes 
the growth is NOT manageable.  I believe 
you truly have to address Climate Change/
Global Warming and the impact proposed 
growth and this plan will have on our 
future.  Wonder if stopping the growth of 
an area is the only way to sustain it?   Would 
you have the courage?  Or are we all going 
to cook together?

I think we need to really address how much 
time we have - how we will measure our 
impact on climate change.

What, specifically, is being done to improve 
the transportation situation?

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Any improvement works need to be funded out of the 
tax base. Work should be done to ensure that land values 
in the area continue to appreciate such that the tax base 
grows and local planning can be realised effectively. 
As such also, when we pay property tax, we should see 
that a certain proportion of those monies are being used 
effectively in providing local services such as the parks 
and sporting facilities, and this funding should be open 
and transparent.

outlet for the many teens who live in the neighborhood. 
without outreach or a centralized place for teens to go 
RIGHT IN THE NIEGHBORHHOD they cause trouble 
and create an unhospitable and unsafe environment, 
particulalry on the weekends in the evenings.

Plans falls short by not providing the vision for developing 
a stronger sense of community in neighborhood through 
urban planning that incorporates shops, businesses 
and community resources to encourage neighborhood 
residents to walk or minimize driving for much of their 
basic needs.

I’d like to hear more about what is happening on the 
periphery of the delineated area.

I don’t really know. I couldn’t leave the question blank/.

Need to address more the degree or lack of general 
community involvement and how that impacts the 
overall success of the plans and ways to engender more 
community involvement.

restrictions on townhomes...I’d rather not see calif ave 
turn into townhouse row.

No mention of education and schools in the report.

Public art, community involvement

Transit - link light rail or monorail should be implimented 
in West Seattle to connect up to current system - would 
help improve traffic and also help commuters get around 
the area better.

I’d like to see a library or other community center in 
Morgan Junction, specifically one that could serve teens.

Just sounds like a bunch of dreams that will never happen

Capacity information as stated above. Crime statistics 
should be included, our plan was weak in the Pub Safety 
aspects because we didn’t have any information to use for 
setting specific actions.  Historical building information.  
Past 10 years of traffic studies information on both 
arterials and streets that are possible cut-through routes.  
Youth activites and opportunites in MJ.  If possible, 
there should be some information included about the 
Planning area, not just the Urban Village, mostly on the 
demographics, transportation uses (commuting options 
used) and other things that end up having an effect within 
the UV.

Increase of cycling commuting amenities.

Employment appears to have decreased by over 30% 
in the neighborhood, yet there are no employment 
projections in the status report.  Maintaining and 
enhancing the vibrancy of the community requires 
improving local employment.  Otherwise, we become 
a neighborhood of commuters, or worse, unemployed 
workers.

Don’t know.

Transit & the transit-oriented development that supports 
it.

The report is solid in most areas except transportation 
statistics:  Would be helpful to know how many people in 
the neighborhhod commute 5, 10, 15, or 20 or more miles 
to work. How many carpool. Commute by bicycle. Ride 
mass transit.  Gathering this data along with impressions 
about commuting and quality of life as it impacts sense of 
community and neighborhood could be very helpful now 
(as a baseline), as well as down the road (pardon the pun) 
in assessing the outcomes of transportaion strategies in 
relation to the Vision of the Neighborhood Plan.

Where is High Point? My immediate area just North of 
new High Point homes has several houses which are new 
and appear to be permitted in high impact areas. Now 
their projects have stalled and have sat unfinished for 
months. Some have foreclosed as a result. I live next to 
one abandoned home, one unfinished one and have two 
more unfinished homes one block over. Is this a result of 
the gap?

described above

NO TUNNEL!!!
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I don’t know

Not sure.

more about transit & transportation. Will more traffic 
shift to california after the changes are made to 
Fauntleroy? how will flow change?

Need to make some easy transportation fixes like 
expanding water taxi dart to morgan junction and then 
focus on transportation issues and getting abandoned 
building and businesses occupied or torn down.  I am 
particularly thinking of Chuck and Sally’s

Addressing transportation, and what’s being done to 
encourage business one would expect in an “”urban 
village””. There are not enough places for people 
to run into each other on a regular basis. We don’t 
need more restaurants and pet salons. We need to 
encourage businesses that keep people shopping in their 
neighborhood. The only business that meets that need is 
Thriftway. We need to attract more diverse business to 
the neighborhood. There are plenty of apartments and 
housing, but relatively few places for all of these people 
to walk to for everyday living. 



Status Check
Transcript of Pike/Pine Questionnaire Responses

The Pike/Pine Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1998 and 
includes the Pike/Pine Urban Center Village. The map shows the 
neighborhood plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

25
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5

20

15

10

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

39 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/ppine/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Many condos have gone up.  I miss some of the old 
buildings, even if they were abandoned.  I wish they 
would have just reused some of them.  Some butt-ugly 
buildings have gone up, the worst of which is that one 
near Boom Noodles.  Ugh!    There have been some good 
restauraunts added to the area though, although I still 
miss Crave.

Tremendous retail boom.  Many more apartments and 
condos.  Great restaurants and night clubs

Parking for residents has become more scarce, new 
multi-family buildings that have gone up are aesthetically 
very unpleasant to look at and too dense. I do like that 
multi-family buildings/condos are going in but they are 
adversely affecting the character of the area.

There’s been a lot of new development - some pretty 
bland and not keeping with the character of the n’hood 
but the east end in particular has really be transformed 
into a great place for local restaurants. There are still 
some good music clubs. There has also been a disturbing 
increase in violence. I know of one new CHHIP building, 
but am not aware of how much other apartments are 
reliably affordable.

All the new buildings have made it much harder to find 
affordable office space to lease.

More residents, new development, younger/straighter on 
average...

The new sidewalks and crosswalks on Pike/Pine south of 
Broadway are very nicely done. I have seen the addition 
of a number of great new restaurants, coffee shops, and 
bars. Nightlife has also greatly increased.

The density has increased tremendously, and there is very 
little parking.

I’ve lived in Pike/Pine for a little more than two years. 
In that time, the most notable change I’ve seen is the 
total demolition of the 500 block of northern Pine 
Street. Where a block of vital local businesses were 
located is now a parking lot, supposedly to be replaced 
in an indeterminate amount of time by a condominium 
building that’s unwanted by everyone in the area but 
the property developer. This was a serious blow to my 
community, both in terms of business and livability, and 
I’m still angry that it was allowed to happen.

After 7 years, I’ve noticed that the neighborhood has 
taken on a “new” look, abandoning the commitment 
to maintaining the ‘auto-row’ character of the 
neighborhood.  i’ve noticed that many properties have 
been destroyed for other projects which were abandoned 
after the economic decline of 2008.  i have noticed 
increased commercial trade in the corridor manifest with 
newer, independent businesses, and there is only vacancy 
in newer storefronts.  there is renewed commitment to 
public transit.

Some of the buildings that have been torn down 
(thinking specifically of 500 Pine) -- unfortunate mistake 
as evidenced by the empty lot of pavement in a prime 
residential/biz area.  Glad in a way that the recession 
stepped in to slow the production of cookie-cutter over-
priced condos since no one else would.  12th is great and 
getting better every day.  Good to see preservation is 
considered in this neighborgood although I don’t think its 
going far enough.  We need transportation along 12th!

Loss of affordable housing units  Decline in affordable 
commercial spaces  More commercial vibrancy at 
high end  More conflicts between nighttime uses and 
residential uses

much more housing, more retail, better transit

The sidewalks have gotten much nicer. More stores and 
services are popping up all over.

much nicer at street level (businesses & restaurants 
upgrading, etc.), love Cal Anderson Park, the new blocky 
apartment/loft developments greatly improve the mix

Lots of dense in fill development or redevelopment of 
site that creates more housing, some affordable, some 
not. Buses are more crowded and more pedestrian 
and bike improvements have increased people using 
alternative transportation.  The addition of Cal Anderson 
park has created a fantastic social hub. Huge influx of 
new businesses, but a movement toward more expensive 
dining and retail that may be out of reach/character for 
residents of the neighborhood.  The biggest loss I see 
is the decreasing number of smaller affordable retail 
spaces for rent. New developments have larger spaces 
and higher rents or leases, leaving many empty retail/
commercial spaces in newer buildings. Landlords are 
raising rents in older buildings to match market rate, 
which may be pushing some older smaller businesses out.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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A lot of the sidewalks have been improved and continue 
to be. The park over the resivoir is awesome, so is the dog 
park. Parking sites such as at pine and belmont should 
be allowed when temporary situations like that arise, Or 
alternatively the city should buy the lot and put a park 
there with underground parking!!!

I have seen many more businesses show up in the 
neighborhood in the 2.5 years I have lived in it. Mostly 
food oriented establishments (cupcakes, ice cream, 
gastropubs, coffee shops, etc). I have also seen an 
increase in foot traffic, an increase in car traffic, an 
increase in bike traffic, and an increase in activity overall.

Good: more 11 bus service; more good eats and drinks; 
more art galleries; more aff housing development    Bad: 
not enough street trees; new development is rarely 
respectful of neighborhood historic character, lots of 
bad design and architecture.  (Liz Dunn not a part of my 
complaints, rather a role model!)

I have seen low-income community members (residential 
& small businesses) displaced due to the rising cost of 
living.  I have seen apartments and storefronts sold and 
demolished, to become vacant lots and unoccupied 
buildings & storefronts.  I have seen condominiums built 
throughout the neighborhood that current and former 
residents cannot afford.  I see these same condominium 
buildings with vacant units for months and years.

Old apartment buildings being torn down, and new 
condos being built. That’s the biggest change.

Love the new sidewalks along Pine. I hope to see more 
work cleaning up the neighborhood.  Seems like the area 
got cleaned up from the bad-old-days of the 90s but it 
is slipping again into a dirty, ignored area. We have a 
police station up the street, but the only officers we see 
are parking cops. We are concerned about how a lot of 
the character of the area (including Broadway) is being 
removed to make way for more generic/chain shops. 
I’m concerned what will become of the BMW dealership 
when they move. Big employer and feeds a lot of 
customers to the local places. Would love to see a Smart 
car dealership move in!

More businesses have moved into the area.  I contest the 
affordable housing info as I think it’s really hard to find 
anything reasonable on the hill under $800 or even $1000 
in most cases.  Broadway continues to degrade- hopefully 
the light rail will help

Much more development, better sidewalks, better bike 
access. Seems to be growing up a lot.

We are a family with a toddler (and another child on the 
way), and we have owned our home which is less than 2 
blocks from Cal Anderson Park for the last eleven years. I 
personally have lived on Capitol Hill for the last 17 years. 
We were initially extremely excited about the renovation 
of the park, but within the last year it seems like all the 
old problems that used to plague the park are coming 
back. We have a steady stream of transients in various 
states of intoxication wandering past our home .....loudly, 
at all hours. They sit on my neighbor’s lawn and harass 
her dog and drink. Violent crime in general has seemed 
to increase. There seems to have been a rash of armed 
robberies (at least on Capitol Hill in general) in the last six 
months. I personally have called the police for random 
disturbances, a man high on methamphetamines who 
had climbed over our back fence, etc. approx 5 times in 
the last 2-3 years. Unfortunately they rarely respond. 
Even with all the improvements (I’m thinking of all the 
new restaurants/condos/small shops in between Madison 
and Pike) it seems like the area between Pike and John 
has been forgotten. The sidewalks are ugly, the buildings 
and new condos are often vacant and unsightly. We are 
currently remodeling our home in the hopes of selling 
and moving to a neighborhood that is more child friendly. 
I guess my hope was that as people who were my age 
started to have kids they would choose to remain in the 
neighborhood and we could hopefully find a way to make 
Capitol Hill work for families. That unfortunately just 
doesn’t seem to have happened.

Wow! How has it NOT changed. A lot of good new 
development. Artists losing out somewhat. better food 
options (cheap and expensive) better transit service.

Vacant lot has been empty for over nearly two years. The 
area was once a hub for area people but now its an empty 
parking lot.

Continued development in the east end of the 
neighborhood, but more residential / less employment 
than envisioned in the plan.    Sharp increase in crime or 
perception of crime in the past year.    Overall, conditions 
have improved for residents...but there has been a 
decrease in employment.
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I was sorry to see the “People’s Parking Lot”, formerly 
known as the Pony, Cha Cha, Bimbos, Bus Stop, Manray, 
and Kincora, come into being; however, change is 
inevitable.  These changes may be less hurtful if they 
resulted in improvement to the neighborhood.  Bread 
Loaf, max out the number of market rate units in an 
ugly rectangular development filling up the entire 
developable area, rarely does.  No one appreciates 
these developments save for those that purchase one 
of the units.  Developments that take up only a quarter 
of a block seem to be less hated.  Certainly, those that 
involve solid design by a developer truly interested in the 
neighborhood are appreciated as well.  If developments 
must be half a block or more, it is often appreciated 
if it comes with some type of public amenity: Trace 
incorporated a historic building into its development 
and broke up the new portion with an air shaft in the 
center; Broadway on Broadway is offering much needed 
second floor office space (leaving the ground floor for 
retail), student housing for SCCC, and a restaurant/cafe 
on the backside to overlook the park; Broadway Crossing 
(though not a huge development) is adored despite its 
blockiness and Walgreens on the groundfloor because it is 
affordable housing, LEED certified, and built by our very 
own CHH.  The current pedestrian and bus improvements 
to Pine are great.  Keep it up and bring it to other heavily 
trafficked arterials.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most pleased about?
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Great improvement in restaurant options

Transportation: It is very easy to get to Capitol Hill from downtown and the 
north end of the city (University District).

Ped improvements to Pine.  Cal Anderson is superb.  Agnes Lofts are great.  
Can’t wait for Liz’s upcoming building on 11th.

I am very pleased that the neighborhood continues to be a sought-after, cutting 
edge district.

Some good design on buildings that have maintained the neighborhood’s 
character, influx of arts and people coming into the neighborhood to see music, 
arts, dance. Seems to be increased community involvement.

Cal Anderson Park is amazing.

mostly the expression of new investments

The dog park on Boren is great -- kudos to the locals who helped make it 
happen.  Some of my favorite businesses/restaurants in the city are on Pike/
Pine.

My friends and I live in Cal Andersen/Bobby Morris Playfield. We would love to 
see bike sharing come to this area too.

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• I’m pleased about 
the diversity of 
neighborhood residents
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the new development on the east end is great...lots 
of new restaurants & local businesses. There has also 
been displacement of arts spaces, so I’m glad that DPD 
has proposed new ways to encourage historic/cultural 
buildings and small commercial spaces.

Newer buildings are not keeping in the character of the 
neighborhood. Set backs and cheap construction are 
problems and with many newer housing unaffordable to 
most people in the neighborhood.

I do like the changes to Cal Anderson Park, however I 
would have put the playground away from the church 
where they offer free lunches to the homeless. More 
often than not there are groups of men sleeping right 
next to the playground in the middle of the day. I go out 
of my way to take my daughter to Volunteer Park where 
I feel safer. I’m very excited about the light rail, however 
I wonder what the effect will be on the neighborhood 
coupled with the park . Will it be more of a bus station 
situation where transients have even more reason to 
hang out in the park and the surrounding neighborhood?

Cal Anderson and increased density are the big pluses for 
me.

Love that there is a dog park off of Pine.

New sidewalks/pedestrian walkways going East on Pine 
from Downtown are awesome.
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other things 
respondents are 

dissatisfied about:
• homeless, graffiti
• bad new design
• City garbage, removal 
of trees on pike/pine
• very little parking
• policing
• the empty lot on pine 
and belmont
• transients drug addicts 
and homelessness
• The Gentrification

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?
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more small park areas would be great!

I dislike the new buildings.  I think they have ruined our neighborhood.

The homeless leave trash around and urinate and defecate in my yard. There 
has been an explosion of graffiti and tagging in the last five years.

Increase in crime, homelessness, and yawning indifference from police despite 
local substation.  Bus service to the Hill is inadequate, but LRT in 2016 should 
resolve.

Transportation: a direct bus route that goes south (along 12th Ave) to Beacon 
Hill is greatly needed.  The only bus that services Beacon Hill from the Pike/
Pine corridor is the #60, which is a very indirect route and does not run often.    
Housing: the increase in condominiums and housing costs has forced low-
income community members to relocate.    Safety: The Pike/Pine corridor of 
Capitol Hill is home to Seattle’s large Queer community.  The increase in anti-
queer hate crimes in the last few years is appalling.     Business District: the face 
of small businesses in the Pike/Pine corridor has significantly changed in the 
last several years.  Many small businesses have closed due to rent increases and 
clientele displacement.  New businesses have appeared that cater to the new 
neighborhood residents (condominium dwellers).  Low income residents cannot 
afford to patronize these new establishments.
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Light rail should have been here years ago. But at least 
it’s now solidly on the way. I own my own condo unit in 
capitol hill (at 11th and Pike) but wish there were more 
opportunities to convert some of the area’s residents to 
owners (currently under 10% own and this undermines 
people’s willingness to invest in the neighborhood).

Need to work on the speed of the buses more: remove 
some stops, implement the bus bulbs the full length of the 
routes from downtown, and explore removing some of the 
turns made (what is wrong with eastbound buses staying 
on Pine?).  The “People’s Parking Lot”.

I am very distressed by the loss of affordable spaces, 
especially those for arts and cultural uses.  Also, it’s very 
difficult to find neighborhood  services here anymore.

Some buildings overwhlem the neighborhood. Buses are 
crowded running and down pike pine, recent ped and 
bike improvement are helpful. City removed many bus 
stop garbage cans, replacing them with smaller ones that 
are frequently over flowing--we often pick up the trash 
ourselves. Also, with several garbage/recycling services, 
there seems to be a truck on our block every morning 
picking something up and waking us up.

Taking down the old character and putting up ugly buildings 
sucks.

I wish I could comment on safety...no real thoughts here, I 
guess.

Design review process is infuriating, very little community 
gathering space except at Cal Anderson, but that is small.

perception of lowered safety could actually be an artifact 
of better coverage (e.g. the Capitol Hill Blog’s review of the 
police blotter), but we did have a rather spectacular murder 
last year.

Seems like violent crime is an increasing problem on Capitol 
Hill, ironic considering the location of the east precinct.

Even though we have a large police station in the 
neighborhood, patrols are rarely seen. This neighborhood 
really needs a some beat cops. Police can’t conduct 
effective patrols by driving around every once in awhile.

I wish this could be turned into a park or something for 
the community.

safety is an issue. most of the bus stops are little more 
than a sign; it would be great to encourage developers to 
incorporate better bus stops in their projects. There are a 
couple more crosswalks on Pike, but I’m not sure they are 
really that helpful for peds; I’d be glad to find out that I’m 
wrong on that.

Please see “pleased” comments. Also all the buildings 
that are currently vacant on 12th (The old CHAC building) 
and all the new condos across from the Cal Anderson that 
seem to be vacant and half finished.

need to make the transit make more sense. why is there 
no bus down south to the valley?

They tore down a great block and replaced it with a big 
NOTHING. Also, gentrification is sucking out the art, i.e. 
turning dance spaces into ice cream parlors, too many 
bars and restaurants. Need more art! Not enough real 
galleries.

Rent has continued to sky-rocket and there never seems 
to be a police presence, despite the high number of bars.
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I am seeing tremendous improvements in the 
pedestrian and bicycling environment.  Sidewalk 
expansion should be considered for the rest 
of the neighborhood, making more room for 
walking, planters, and sidewalk seating.

Lot’s of good development--both residential 
and commercial. Really happy with the new 
businesses. Like the bike lanes.

I like that the new plan is to retain the character 
of the area. I look out over to Downtown where 
the new apartment and office building are being 
built around the Cosmopolitan and think that 
those are some of the most uninspiring towers.

I still think parking is a problem, but I’m not sure 
what can be done. I would like to see more effort 
in terms of a “gateway to the neighborhood”.

Regarding key strategy points A & B:  we need 
more low-income housing in order to sustain 
the character of the Pike/Pine neighborhood.  
Business and commercial interests will affect 
who is able to afford to live, work, and shop 
in this neighborhood.  The current model for 
business and commercial growth in the Pike/
Pine neighborhood is catering to high-income 
clientele, displacing low-income community 
members (residential & business).

historic preservation isn’t as secured as it should 
be.

I don’t know. I read the status report right before 
taking this survey, but don’t recall the goals. 
Why not list them and ask me to rank them? This 
survey question is flawed. Are you testing recall 
of the goals or are you testing how well residents 
believe the goals are being achieved? Poor survey 
design alert!

I would like to see the streets cleaned more 
often so the area seems appealing to business 
customers so shopping will grow.

Not sure how clearly Liz Dunn is being heard.

good gateways, good park stuff, good small-scale 
retail (but is taht teh plan, or is that Liz Dunn?)

A building with memorable bars/restaurants, was torn down for 
condos and now has left an huge empty lot to stare at.

Good planning strategies to build more housing and attract 
businesses, but that have been somewhat hit or miss in the 
outcome--residents still feel that housing pricing is increasing and 
small businesses are being pushed out.  
People don’t identify themselves as living in Pike Pine, rather 
Capitol Hill or Central District and this neighborhood seems 
to serve the greater neighborhood. So hard to evaluate 
‘neighborhood activists’, services, etc.

We have some very committed stakeholders who work hard to 
steward neighborhood values. 
Some key tools, such as TDRs, have not been made available to 
help preserve existing buildings and neighborhood character.

Small local businesses seem to be thriving.  12th Ave is developing 
as a distinct, cohesive community.

Even though it isn’t a terribly large n’hood, most of the good 
development seems to be at the east end while the west end has 
seen less new development overall and definitely less GOOD new 
development (e.g. parking lot where cha-cha used to be). BTW 
I’m glad that most of those businesses were able to relocate. Also 
seems that some small/local businesses have been more successful 
here than elsewhere on Capitol Hill.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.

very well somewhat
well

somewhat
poorly

very poorly don’t know/
neutral
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How well are your Neighborhood Plan vision and 
key strategies being achieved?
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Tough to weigh given my experience. I’m happy with the progress in the neighborhood, certainly.

I don’t know if safety is really part of the responsibility of the Department of Planning and Development, but 
really that is my main concern as a resident.

Light manufacturing seems like less of a priority to the neighborhood’s economic stability. Not sure Pike Pine 
needs to be a well defined community--people from all over the area use the services. A better name for the 
neighborhood might help!!

preservation of the artist/loft aspect seems at risk owing to gentrification

The new construction of huge apartment buildings is destroying the character of the neighborhood.

I think they’re all the same with one addition re: safety. Gun/youth violence and hate crimes seem to have 
increased and it would be great to work to reduce it.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so
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Development patterns and transportation networks

Ped/Bicylce, street environment, public space

affordability and keeping buildings in character of the 
neighborhood with set backs from the street and no need 
for so much parking in the buildings. The area should 
have the least focus for car parking in buildings.

Preserving old buildings, keeping rent affordable, making 
more green spaces

I’d love to see a break-out of what’s changed: number of 
businesses, number of residential units, cost...and how 
these have changed over the last 5 years.

keeping rents affordable for both people living here 
and for the independent businesses that really give the 
neighborhood its identity

Keeping the area clean.

increasing low income housing

I don’t even understand this question. But I’ll guess and 
try to answer. More focus on transportation issues (more 
bicycle and more rail focus).

keeping clean and promoting business

Develpment patterns and how they will affect housing, 
commerce, and transportation over the long run, not just 
10 years, but 20 or more--how will this neighborhood 
interact with 12th going south? How will it handle the loss 
of single family homes? How will the character of the area 
change as the nightlife increases or ebbs?

preserving the mix of “voluntary low-income” (e.g. 
artists) and higher-income residents

Bikes!

transportation, preserving old buildings (though the new 
legislation helps)

affordable housing and commercial space

more affordable housing.

Restoration and preservation.

maintaining rental housing at reasonable rates, increased 
bike lanes and pedestrian safety, defending local 
businesses (including music and nightlife venues),

Good devlopemnt, with more parking. 
safety

Less condos, more real apartments. Art! Real art, not 
overpaying someone to make an ugly sculpture, but 
having more art galleries and outside events like public 
art walks in the park or something. Graffitti removal. 
DRUNK DRIVERS. Saving buildings already there, no 
more ugly overpriced crackerbox buildings.

Preserving affordable office space. Homeless, graffiti.

the big picture of how our neighborhoods have changed

Buildings being designed and built that blend into the 
neighborhood that are also affordable to mid-income 
folks.

parking, light rail sooner and preserving buildings (not 
just the facades)

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Affordable housing

Parking and driving

less focus on cars and more focus on Pedestrians

Parking!

bike lanes; “gateways”

high-end business & commercial development

maintaining the “look” of the neighborhood

Not convinced Pike Pine needs to be a jobs center.

parking

I think the west gateways are strong.

new construction of market rate condos and townhomes that do not preserve neighborhood 
character.

New condo units, restore the upper floors of existing structures.

Limitation of developement

Parking. Fancy useless stuff like bus bumps and fancy bike racks that cost too much and look 
stupid. Getting people drunk.

specific demographic and other data presented without any context or explanation of what it 
says about the area

restriciting on-street parking

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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The music and arts community that thrives in the Pike/Pine 
neighborhood is an historically low-income community.  In order to 
sustain this character, there needs to be a plan for more low-income 
housing.  While the plan currently intends to “preserve and encourage 
affordable and market-rate housing,” the plan does not mention how it 
will preserve and encourage low-income housing.  The current market-
rate for housing in Seattle is not affordable to musicians and artists in 
the Pike/Pine neighborhood.  And, “affordable housing” is a misnomer: 
if I can afford a million dollar home, that is “affordable.”

The status reports are poorly distributed. THey need to be more 
broadly communicated. I am an owner-resident in the neighborhood 
for 2.5 years and read my first status report just 10 minutes ago! How 
many people are not reading them? Consider a better communications 
strategy if you want better feedback.

no mention of streetscape (e.g. nstunning public art)arrowing of 11th 
Avenue, corridor into Seattle University)

 Oddly, no mention of the wonderful new private/public collaboration 
on the mural on the

 north wall of Monique Lofts

The data seems very out of date.  Rent data is 9 years old; not sure what 
else has changed. 

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?



Status Check
Transcript of Queen Anne Questionnaire Responses

The Queen Anne Plan was adopted in 1998 and includes the 
Uptown Urban Center and Upper Queen Anne Residential Urban 
Village. The map shows the neighborhood plan and urban 
village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

80

0

60

40

20

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

159 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/qa/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Not much.  Park improvements and some more 
merchants.

Historic houses have been destroyed in favor of a never 
ending supply of condos.  Mercer street construction has 
been ongoing and impeded traffic.  No more Sonics.

Better traffic control.

Specifically - The addition of $million houses near mine 
was a big change. As far as the top of the hill which is 
our shopping area, one finds to hard to comprehend 
the coffee choices at the Crockett corner. As an elderly 
bicycling shopper I am really overjoyed with the bicycle 
lanes added to Queen Anne Avenue.  I would welcome 
more lanes.  Also the neighborhood has turned into a 
place where you can’t but rain boots. (OK there is Bartells 
and 4Corners Hardware store) Just try and buy rain boots.  
Queen Anne’s FooFoo rating (my measure of retail stores 
not selling rain boots) is probably better than Fremont’s 
(except for Freddies) and not as good as Ballard and 
probably not as good for Magnolia.

The continuation of access along the Ship Canal is in 
process - we need to get bike paths along both sides of 
the canal completed.  The park in Uptown has been a 
great addition to lower queen anne - just needs some 
more shade and activities.  Traffic on Queen Anne Ave. 
is improved with the four way stop but we need better 
traffic controls.

More pedestrians and bicyclists - more cars going too 
fast.  Lots of overgrown shrubbery that blocks sidewalks 
and street visibility.

more traffic, more congestion, housing prices have gone 
up.

The teardown of upper Queen Anne Ave N, then the 
rebuilding has meant the demise of many long-term 
neighbourhood businesses such as Ace Hardware and the 
Queen Anne Family Medicine clinic.  Parking is getting 
problematic.  New power line poles are overpowering.

The area of uptown were I live has become more mixed 
use. In the 7 years I have lived in this location there has 
been new Housing, Restaurants, Shops, Bars and a QFC.  
Even though the noise level on the street at night has 
increased, I like the new energy of this area. I also greatly 
enjoy the closeness of the new businesses to my home.

Increased density in business district, improved water 
service, improved sidewalks, additional retail, new retail 
space on QA Ave, more young families.

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is my neighbor and 
I’m excited to see the gap between Uptown and Belltown 
start to close - when I first moved to the neighborhood it 
feel like there was a rift from Mercer to Denny seperating 
me from downtown and not making the city feel very 
cohesive.  I’m also hopeful for how changes to Mercer 
and 99 will be completed to help create easy pedestrian 
/ bicycle transit between Uptown and South Lake Union.  
I walk to SLU frequently today, but find it an incredibly 
unappealing walk since my only options are to walk all the 
way to Denny or to walk the Mercer ‘trough’ underneath 
99, which has frighteningly narrow sidewalks, putting 
me too close to cars and their pollution.  Besides that, I 
like the growing neighborhood around the Seattle Center 
- new hotels, apartments and condos - I’m hopeful that 
these will further improve the resident vibe of the area 
(being so close to the Seattle Center, it has sometimes 
felt like many of the people in the neighborhood were 
‘just visiting’ and transitory - not a nice feeling).

Pressed concrete crosswalks installed at Queen Anne and 
McGraw.

My neighborhood (w. roy) has seen quite a few houses 
torn down in favor of condo’s. Parking has since become 
a pretty big issue, as has “tagging”. However, its good 
to see all the added infrastructure that came along with 
development (grocery stores, restaurants).

I moved to QA in 2005, and the neighborhood seems to 
be moving in a similar direction today that it was when I 
arrived.

increased density, traffic.  Better amenities stores: 
restaurants, bakeries, more upscale shops, farmers 
market, Bartells, more condos, removal of old 
apartments for condos.  Queen Anne ave crosswalks and 
entrance an improvement.

Density is increasing on the top of the Hill with new 
apartment/condo building being built on Queen Anne 
Ave, Pedestrian improvements have been made to 
several streets, including areas around the South end of 
the Fremont Bridge.

Improved Queen Anne Ave intersections.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?
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There are more businesses and apartment buildings.

Improvements to the streetscape, investment in the retail 
core area, and ownership of the plan/neighborhood by 
the community....pride of community

Implementation of Residential Urban Village plans at 
Upper and Lower (Uptown) QA areas have resulted in 
more residential density, pedestrian orientation and 
neighborhood retailing and services.  Much of the QA 
Avenue Streetscape master plan has been implemented 
and Counterbalance Park has been built.  Neighborhood-
specific Design Review Guidelines have been adopted 
for Top of the Hill and Uptown areas.  QA Farmers 
Market has been implemented and Picture Perfect QA 
maintenance programs.  QA Neighbors for Responsible 
Growth have encouraged the preservation of local 
businesses and character.  The QA Historical Society 
has preserved several historically significant buildings 
through the Seattle Landmarks program.  Village Center 
character has been preserved on the Top of the Hill 
and the area is more walkable and bikeable.  Strong 
support in the neighborhood for public and private 
schools, including The Center School (public high school 
located at the Seattle Center).  Several local-owned 
retail startups have occurred and several existing local-
owned businesses have expanded.  Architecture of recent 
development in and near the Urban Village area has been 
of high quality and in character with the neighborhood.

More traffic and nothing has been done about it.  It takes 
so long to get off of 99N on my way home from work in 
the evenings now that there’s so much more density in 
QA.

I have only lived in the area about 5 years, but have not 
noticed significant changes.

Increase in renters and decrease in affordable housing.  
Development is being moderately controlled.

More urban amenities (i.e., Counterbalance Park and 
steetscaping along 2nd West) and increased transit 
service.

more traffic, more money

Higher density on top of the hill and great strides to make 
Uptown a livable, walkable community.

The building of many multi-family housing units, 
population increase, more traffic, More transient 
population, more emphasis on parks & streetscape, 
Sonics left, car prowl up, local civic groups having interest 
in the area, Gates Foundation moving in, Becoming more 
of a destination, pay parking, no monorail, Change from 
mostly senior to younger population, population as a 
whole more transient.

new cruise ship pier 3 blocks away and a small shopping 
mall going in across 15th W from my apt.

Queen Anne is mainly families with kids.  We are severely 
lacking in a community high school.

Queen Anne remains a great place to live.  As a 
pedestrian, I am concerned about dangerous crosswalks 
in my neighborhood where I feel it is unsafe to cross 
due to the aggressiveness of the drivers.  I have a sense 
that crime is more of an issue than it was when I arrived 
twenty years ago.  I hate to see pay parking come to 
places that have been historically free.

I live on the top of QA so my remarks regard the top 
of the hill. It has grown tremendously.  The Ave traffic 
is constant and congested in evening commutes.  The 
recent beautification of the Ave look great.  Little concern 
that the entire Ave is going to be one large 3-4 story brick 
building with the recent growth.  We need to protect 
the ‘open’ feel we get with various heights and sizes of 
buildings as we tear down existing ones and rebuild new.  
What we don’t need it the feel of a ‘mall’ and chain stores.

There are more young people. It was disheartening to see 
Kinnear Park’s lower hills stripped of their green, more 
homeless people or addicts in the park, more cops in the 
neighborhood. But the efforts seem to be working. The 
two single-family homes I liked seeing across the street 
are now condos. We lost Moxie. Businesses have opened 
with ugly signs (Signature, Salon Image). Counterbalance 
Park opened -- nice.

More density on top of the hill but overall this has 
provided improved ameneties within walking distance.

more traffic, less parking, more crime, terrible roads and 
other infrastructure, parks neglected,

Parks are great  Library is great  Problem: look and 
feel of residential upper Queen Anne is disrupted 
by ugly modernist houses in the middle of historic 
neighborhoods!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Queen Anne avenue has been improved for pedestrians. 
There is quite a bit more condos and apartments.

More businesses have moved onto Queen Anne 
Avenue, and we’ve gained many new apartment/retail 
buildings along the street. The population appears to 
be younger. Many of the older homes are being fixed 
up. Unfortunately, many are also being torn down. Also, 
while some of the new buildings are attractive, many 
are less attractive or cheap looking, and do not keep in 
line with the character of the neighborhood. Most of the 
unattractive buildings are appearing in multi-family zones 
off of the main business districts.

I feel safer as a pedestrian in terms of accessibility and 
non-car paths, but feel there has been an increase in 
transients to the neighborhood as well and crime has 
slightly increased.

I do not enjoy or apprecaite the over crowding and 
massive urbanization with large multi-use buildings and 
their corporate giant tennants. What happened to the 
nice, neighborhood feel? After living on Queen Anne for 
95% of the 12 years we have been in Seattle we might 
be looking to head to Madison Park or out of Seattle 
all together - what an unfortunate waste of money and 
neighborhood appeal. NOT AN IMPROVEMENT and we 
would certaily not be able to recommend QA to anyone.

The neighborhood has improved through building the 
Galer Aurora overpass and the ongoing upgrades to the 
top of Queen Anne business district.    Crime around 
the Seattle Center seems generally down since several 
problematic gang-attracting businesses closed after 
the Sonics left, but homelessness seems dramatically 
up...particularly over the last three years.  Unwanted 
encounters with aggressive homeless people and with 
drug dealers, particularly when walking on the SW 
portion of QA over by the park, have really become 
problematic.

Density has increased.

more construction. new buildings.

slightly improving upgrading

Counterbalance park added.  More retail.  Uptown has 
more of its own identity, that has really changed since I 
originally moved here in 1999.

growth in business and multifamily on top of hill... but no 
changes in roads, sidewalks, trolley to access top of hill

Density increased; parks improved;  traffic worse;

Stabbings in Kinnear Park, rowdy bars with stabbings and 
shootings at night, drug addicts passed out on sidewalks 
or endlessly panhandling the residents.

Overall better.  Park has been and continues to be a 
major problem. Even after getting Zone 13 status in the 
neighborhood I live in the free parking on bigger streets 
on either side of my street became pay parking. This 
caused us to compete with non neighbors for free parking 
on our zone 13 street during the day and early evening. 
To resolve this or make it more fair I would make the zone 
13 street a pay street for those without zone 13 permits. 
I would also extend zone 13 parking to the bigger side 
streets.

The biggest change to our neighborhood (upper Queen 
Anne) is that the number of families with small children 
has grown considerably.  We moved here 15 years ago 
and it was populated largely by students, the elderly 
and young professionals without kids.  I’m happy to see 
that the upper Queen Anne business district has grown 
to suit the family-friendly neighborhood.  We do have 
long-term issues with the schools (access to a high school 
and increasingly crowded elementary schools) due to the 
demographic shifts that need to be solved!

The neighborhood is far busier than it was in the past 10 
years. People are speeding through the QA boulevard and 
more traffic is cutting through side streets in attempts to 
avoid the main thoroughfare, which can often be backed 
up.

- lots of building teardowns / rebuilds on QA Ave  - lots of 
home remodeling  - farmers market  - lots of restaurant 
turnover / entry  - Galer is developing nicely

Unfortunately, my neighborhood has suffered the 
building of ugly townhomes. As a result, there’s less 
interaction with neighbors, more traffic and less parking.

Kinnear park continues to get worse. People do not feel 
safe there because of the many homeless living there and 
all of the drug activity.  Uptown continues to decline as a 
neighborhood, there are so many street people there and 
businesses continue to move out of the area.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?
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Lived on upper Queen Anne from 2000-2005 and saw the 
start of the redevelopment of upper Queen Anne Avenue 
into higher-density which I support.  At the time our 
positive view of that redevelopment was largely contrary 
to the NIMBY attitude.  Ultimately my partner and I 
decided we wanted to live in a more urban-feeling area 
and moved in 2005-6 to a would-be tear-down on lower 
southeast Queen Anne near the new Gates Foundation 
campus.  This pocket of QA has changed rapidly with 
the addition of in-fill residential (mostly townhomes, 
mostly mediocre in design, build quality and how they 
relate to the neighborhood.)  On the whole, however, 
we believe that the increase in homeownership rates are 
good for this pocket of QA.  We are very happy with the 
recent increase in services (the new QFC in the Lumen 
condo, restaurants, etc.) and look forward to greater 
connectivity to South Lake Union following the Mercer 
Corridor improvements.  Likewise we are hopeful for 
an Uptown business district that is more focused on 
neighborhood residents and the employment base of the 
Gates Foundation than on Sonics fans.

it’s become more congested.

The upper QA shopping area is more vibrant, with 
restaurants attracting people from other neighborhoods.  
There seem to be more young people starting out in 
their first apartments and fewer children around.  Metro 
service has improved.

Parks have been improving - new swings, better 
landscaping, etc.     More condominium and townhomes 
have been built.

There have been improvements to the walking path 
on the “crown” of Queen Anne.  The intersections at 
the north and south of Queen Anne Avenue have had 
significant improvements to aid pedestrians and to calm 
traffic.

There is a new park in Lower Queen Anne, but the Sonics 
left Key Arena. The area around Mercer and Queen Anne 
Ave feels more dangerous later at night, especially on 
weekends. Also sad to see so many empty storefronts.

Lower Queen Anne has become noticeably more 
gentrified. It is far less scary to walk around late at night.

Yes. I’ve seen improvements in the Uptown area, as well 
as general better upkeep of public places.

Surprisingly, crime has become more of an issue, 
especially in the NW sectors of the neighborhood 
between Dravus Street and Ballard Bridge.

I believe it is safer

Improvement in streets/side walks.  Destruction on cute, 
old world building and development of ugly, large scale 
buildings by owners w/ no investment in the community.

I have lived there for 2 years now.  Since then, Uptown 
park has been created (Roy St. & Queen Anne Ave)

Increased building along Queen Anne Ave, esp at the top 
of the hill.   More traffic.  Higher real estate costs.  More 
upscale businesses moving in replacing mom & pop 
stores.   More homeless.

Increasing rates of crime in form of vandalism, car break 
ins, and drug dealing.

I see continued improvements in crosswalks at major 
intersections and renewed maintenance of parks spaces.

Too many mixed use high rises on Queen Anne Ave being 
developed over the last 5 years.

We have lost many if not most of the old brick buildings 
and small, locally-owned businesses on Queen Anne.  
Many older homes have been torn down and replaced 
with townhomes or “mega-mansions” that take up most 
of their small city lots.  The neighborhood has become 
far more congested and the Ave itself less safe for kids 
and families.  On the other hand, neighbors have bonded 
together to help manage growth and the right product 
mix on Queen Anne, and they have worked diligently to 
bring their own Farmer’s Market and Food Gardening 
initiatives.  This kind of cooperation did not exist here 15 
years ago

I live in Magnolia. This was not offered as an option, why 
is it missing?    Re your question, I feel the neighborhood 
has not changed dramatically in the last ten years, except 
there has been an increase in petty crime and even drug 
dealing in the last few years.

I do know that in the last 3 years I have been here, I have 
seen new opportunities for community business open 
up in a big way. We have been breaking ground with 
neighborhood improvements and I do like especially, the 
relative safety we have here in our neighborhood as far as 
crime is concerend.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Less pedestrian frendly, taller buildings, more franchise 
businesses.

A lot of banal development has been added.  The retail 
strip has lost some character -- it looks and feels too 
much like so many other retail areas in the city (and the 
country), and it’s pedestrian-unfriendly.  One might have 
hoped for some version of a pedestrian mall along QA 
Ave, maybe just one day a week?

Many more families with children.

More development at street level - new bike lanes on the 
street and connector service to microsoft.  More families 
- a baby boom.  More restaurants and lots of turnover in 
retail spaces.  Lots of homes for sale and updeveloping on 
parcels that were formerly single family.

The number of dreadfully ugly condos, and “4-story 
mixed-used with retail on the first floor” buildings, has 
dramatically increased. The character of Queen Anne 
Avenue has gone down as a result.

Counterbalance park; street parking has gotten much 
harder to find; more restaurant variety; increased 
public drunkeness, noise, fighting around Mercer Street 
businesses (bars)

New park in lower QA.  Street parking in lower QA went 
from free to paid parking.

Improved crosswalk at McGraw and Queen Anne 
Ave as well as a widened sidewalk at the top of the 
Counterbalance. The park at the bottom of the 
Counterbalance was created. There is now a QA farmer’s 
market.

The city and Queen Anne have done a nice job with city 
park clean-up, road improvements. General decline of 
Uptown due to Seattle Center event losses are a concern.

Queen Anne has become more of a destination for social 
life - restaurants, stores but still feels very residential.   
Definitely more traffic up here than 10 years ago

More stores and better quality of new development, 
condos

Way too much development of useless, empty condos.

Queen Anne: pedestrian improvements on QA Ave and 
boulevard have begun; bike signs, lanes, and sharrows 
around the hill have been added; taller business 
& condo buildings are now on QA Ave; additional 
small businesses especially boutiques have opened; 
improved sense of community arose from resistance to 
potential development that was viewed as out of scale 
w/ neighborhood; QA farmers market and associated 
improved sense of community; improvements to Big 
Howe Park;      
Uptown: park added at base of counterbalance (good for 
block party but otherwise not a welcoming or useful park)

The neighborhood has not changed much. I don’t think 
major changes will happen to the community until the 
electric trolley is established to better connect upper and 
lower QA.

Many older businesses have closed, some buildings have 
been torn down, and many new condos have been built.

More noise, less space, parking lot turned into an ugly 
concrete park

I live in Magnolia- We apparently are not included as part 
of the Seattle neighborhoods?!?! I chose Queen Anne in 
lieu of this oversight. The Magnolia community has seen 
much condo and townhome growth in just the past few 
years. Some of this fits in well while others are out of 
place.  Magnolia seems to have experienced an increase 
in petty crimes such as vandalism and theft. There are 
some buildings in the interbay area that seem to need 
direction and purpose

Counterbalance park is the only thing that’s opened 
during our time here

There has been greatly increased building and 
development of condominiums and apartments on 
Queen Anne Ave N in the Upper business district.

Increased density on Queen Anne Avenue, especially in 
upper Queen Anne.  Better selection of local businesses 
at the top of the hill.  Increased multi-family development 
in several areas including townhomes - some very poorly 
designed that do not fit in with the character of the 
neighborhood.
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Yes.  There have been several high-end housing 
developments in the Upper and Lower Queen Anne areas.  
The 1920s apartment building I was in on the top of the 
Hill was torn down and replaced by a high-end apartment 
and retail complex.  This construction forced me down 
the hill to Lower Queen Anne where I have been renting 
for over 5 years.  In the 5 years I have been in LQA, several 
high-end condo developments have been built or are 
being built within four blocks from me.

The park in uptown.

more density, more traffic, yuppier stores, changing 
demographics from blue-white collar mix to all white 
collar

Work has been done on sidewalks and crosswalks along 
Queen Anne Ave

n/a - Only here for 1 year.

more congested, less friendly

Density and amenities have increased.  New town home 
developments along Taylor Ave have replaced some 
older slightly run down homes.  Two new condo/apt. 
developments have gone in along 5th Ave (Lumen and 
Sevi) and those have helped spur more amenities in the 
small neighborhood center on 5th between Valley and 
Aloha.

Magnolia has changed in that many seniors who were 
initial founders of this neighborhood have moved out or 
died, and young families have moved in.  It has brought a 
fresh energy to our neighborhood.

Density has increased significantly, but without apparent 
increases in parking, or improvements in transportation.  I 
haven’t seen any real improvements in parks on the north 
side of the hill.

Major improvements in transit, BRT in 2012, Central 
Line Streetcar planned but not funded, urban village and 
urban center redevelopment brings more residential 
density more jobs, massive redevelopment outside 
urban center on east QA Hill slope, Gates Foundation HQ 
under construction for 2000 more jobs (most won’t live 
nearby), Dravus/Interbay redevelopment area fails to 
obtain significant rezoning and decays currently, Denny/
Broad/Aurora Triangle annexed to QA Planning Area as it 
begins redevelopment along Denny Way, Seattle Center 
redevelopment improves some boundary area blight in 
urban center but worsens other blocks (i.e. McCaw Hall 
frontage on Mercer), 2-way Mercer planning in progress 
but no construction funding yet, Waterfront Access 
Bridge @ W. Thomas over BNSF tracks planned but not 
constructed, two small parks built (4th/Ward, Queen 
Anne N./Roy St.

More cars and increased traffic with increased congestion 
at the access points including 99 at Candles,Via 5th and 
Mercer or via Queen Anne Ave at Roy.    New bike paths 
and revised parking parterns along Queen Anne Ave.    
Increase in the number of families with childeren and 
departure of senior citizens.

Much more density along QA Ave, with taller buildings 
mixing commercial and residential. More pedestrian 
improvements for walking to and along the Ave. Further 
gentrification of the neighborhood with smaller homes 
being remodeled or demolished in favor of larger homes.

Not in the year that I’ve been here.

The plan doesn’t even apply to my neighborhood. 
Nobody pays any attention to Interbay.

Loss of mom-and-pop shops. Increase in townhomes and 
houses built to lot line. More density.
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Many trees removed for construction and views, lost to 
pollution, and to lack of care.   Parks less used because of 
their attraction to homeless, childhoods more structured.  
Demographics changing from modest to higher income 
due to shift in fashion in desirable life styles, the 
ownership mania just concluding, and the zoned ability of 
demo & development to generally outbid adaptive reuse 
and other more affordable approaches.    Amount of 
children waned, but now waxing and increasing interest 
in local public schools.  Less service stations and hardware 
stores, more fresh produce, a surplus of restaurants, 
and less interest in community affairs. With exception 
of farmers market, the highpoint seems to have been 
40 years ago when we first got our feet wet.    Utilities 
and right of ways aging, care a struggle, especially the 
purging of graffiti.  Still waiting for promised transit links 
to other villages and direct urban center access to high 
capacity transit.

more building

Hasn’t changed too much - there is minimal condo 
development in Lower Queen Anne, and outside of the 
creation of the Counterbalance Park (which is a great 
thing!) the area has remained fairly stable and consistent 
in character.

Density has increased with many large apartments/
condos replacing smaller structures.  This has caused 
traffic patterns to change, parking on the street is always 
packed and SDOT has installed a confusing pattern of 
stop signs at intersections rather than allow drivers to 
yield.  The “Blob” has been replaced by an urban park that 
is largely ignored by area residents; while colorful, it is not 
an inviting place and people are not seen there.

Counterbalance Park, a few new sidewalks on the QA 
crown.

--- Neighborhood has changed just in the 3 years I have 
lived in Uptown, let alone the last 10 years;   
--- Housing has gotten increasingly less affordable; there 
is almost no subsidized housing--condo conversions have 
removed hundreds of rental units;    
--- New construction of mixed use buildings has been 
positive;   
--- More street people wander the neighborhood;  social 
services not in evidence   
--- Sonics leaving has hurt businesses 
---significant storefront turnover in the last 3 years; new 
businesses appear to be barely surviving;   
--- Changes over the last several years have been very 
positive on upper Queen Anne; less so in Uptown 
---ironic since Uptown is supposed to be an Urban Center-
--Uptown is in stall mode, in need of a boost
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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--- open space attention has been great---although Seattle Center is a great place 
and little else is really needed  --- bus service is great and Rapid Ride will further 
improve public transportation;

Happy that they changed the lot into Counterbalance park.  Wish it wasn’t gravel, 
though.  Also like the gradual updates to Seattle Center, and the discussions 
about improving it.

Continued improvements of the park spaces are always a plus

We’ve seen the start of dense housing on upper Queen Anne without losing too 
many of the old single family homes.  I’d like to see Uptown build upward, which 
will bring much more interesting amenities to the area.

The parks and open space are wonderful, although increased patrols to curtail 
drug activity are needed

Just the growth in amenties in the neighborhood center on 5th between Valley 
and Aloha.  I would love to see it expand into more of a promenade by shrinking 
5th by a lane and expanding the sidewalk to allow for either outdoor dining or 
better streetscaping.

Parks and Police have responded to concerns about safety in Kinnear Park.

The business district is very active with many neighborhood businesses (i.e. 
drugstores, grocery, butcher, etc.)  Bars and nightlife are there but don’t 
dominate.

other things respondents 
are pleased about:

• walkability - can walk to just 
about anything you need!
• A close knit neighborhood 
community in upper Queen Anne 
with historic charm and well kept 
streets
• Sense of community
• Magnolia is a lovely 
neighborhood filled with people 
who care about the community 
and each other.
• Century 21 Master Plan for 
Seattle Center would return 
Mercer St. Garage blocks in 
urban center to tax roles and 
redevelopment to enliven the 
urban center.
• modest, dense mix of garden-
related, heritage housing
• Farmers Market and Urban 
Farming on Quee Anne
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A close knit neighborhood community in upper Queen 
Anne with historic charm and well kept streets.

There are a lot of small parks throughout Queen Anne 
that I regularly enjoy. I am looking forward to the planned 
improved access to Myrtle Edwards.

I always feel very safe at Seattle Center, any time of day.

Regadless of what seems to be a rise in petty crimes, i 
always feel safe day or night in the neighborhood. There 
are many new businesses within the magnolia village that 
are in keeping with the community style.

Neighborhood activism and involvement in partnership 
with the City and developers are making the 
neighborhood a better place to live, work and play for all, 
especially families.

Appreciate the new park space - Counterbalance & Trolley 
Hill park

Great job by Craig Hanway and the QACC Land Use 
Review Committee.

Easy to walk to stores, restaurants, no need for car

Businesses tend to do well on Upper QA.

We use the 3/4 bus line often, are pleased with the new 
services coming into our corner of lower southeast QA 
and look forward to a repurposed Seattle Center that 
focuses on green space and cultural events and less on 
sporting events.  The future Gates Foundation campus 
is a major reason we have chosen to invest in this part of 
Queen Anne.

I appreciate the fact that this is a very safe place to live, 
with nice amenities like the parks, community center, etc.

Need to return seismically affected Mercer St. Garage to 
tax roles in order to make Uptown Urban Center thrive 
and to relieve blight on the garage perimeter, reduce 
crime there, and bring Nob Hill Ave. through to Mercer.

Queen Anne biz district is very good, nice progress on 
improvements to parks and open space.

much of which is very adaptable to naturally low impact 
drainage--all it would take in most cases is more public 
discourse less hype.

I love that QA Ave is becoming more dense, providing 
more support for the businesses there and in the 
neighborhood. I hope we can soon get rid of parking lots 
above ground.

The improvements along Queen Anne Avenue on top of 
the hill have been well done to date.  I think overall the 
design of the new buildings on top of the hill have also 
added to the neighborhood in a positive manner

Lovely safe neighborhood with lots of potential

Neighborhood attracts decent shops and innovative 
restaurants. Need to do more to contribute to this vibrant 
aspect of QA, sidewalk seating for cafes, neighborhood 
beautification along QA Ave

The frequency of buses has improved, but more needs 
to be done!    I’m glad to now have a good restaurant for 
breakfast in Uptown (Peso’s).

The Farmer’s Market is a great addition to the 
neighborhood

Its nice to see Queen Anne become a night-spot 
destination!

it will be nice to have a large grocery store nearby

Like all the retail coming in beneath new housing 
complexes on Queen Anne Ave (upper QA).

New Multi-use/family housing along Queen Anne Avenue 
is much nicer looking than in other neighborhoods thanks 
to the brick siding.

I like that it is such a walkable neighborhood and that 
many people do walk.  Convenient Metro buses to 
downtown and beyond.

Unlike many others I approve of high density - mixed use 
buildings.

I appreciate the work done by the community to improve 
the sidewalks and other pedestrian-related aspects 
(benches, landscaping) of the business district. I’m glad 
for the boom of locally-owned small businesses.
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My one beef - how can you classify it is about the 
Children’s playground - W QA Playfield. We take our 
grandchildren there (They like it) but since there is no 
bathroom facilities  on weekends or after 5 we generally 
have to leave earlier then went as we have to go search 
for a bathroom for one of the kids.  I realize this a “major” 
cost for probably a minor usage.

People care about lower queen anne

I’m very pleased that the Queen Anne Community Center 
has been adding programs for families with young 
children (ie. Family Fun nights), and the recent equipment 
updates to Big Howe Park.

Like that there are more static live/work buildings 
moving into Uptown - Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
apartments & condos along Denny, and new business 
along Roy (Teatro & new hotel)

Its a great neighborhood for running, children playing and 
library going.

Kudos to the currently ongoing cleanup and brush cutting 
along the Aurora Avenue green belt.  The Galer stairway 
to the west of Aurora was getting very scary to walk 
recently, due to the homeless population camping north 
of the stairway.  Unfortunately, the campers have moved 
farther north on the west side of Aurora, into the Dexter 
greenbelts under the Aurora Bridge, and along Westlake 
on the west side north of KCPQ.

More retail that is available.

Bus routes are decent. I’ve felt unsafe here.

New apartments

The #8, #30 and #45 buses provide a much-needed 
service.  The QA library is a gem.

Like that so many buses are close. Love Kinnear Park, 
hope the wild part returns to the lower section. Like 
Counterbalance Park.

The farmers market, library renovation and newly 
renovated playgrounds were very welcome and lovely.

I regularly use the walking paths so improvements are 
terrific.  We chose to live on Queen Anne because of the 
retail community and being able to shop and dine close to 
home.

I’m not pleased by much these days.

Nice renovation of the library and beautiful playgrounds.

I have easy access to several bus routes within 1/2 mile.  I 
have garaged my car for 3 out of 5 years because of the 
ease of public transportation.  As a single woman, I feel 
very comfortable walking in my neighborhood any time 
of day or evening.

I used to live in Magnolia, and the public transportation 
on Queen Anne is vastly better compared to this. 
However, it could be improved, and I would like to see, 
one day, additions to the light rail and bike trails being 
integrated into the Hill area.

I like the development & new construction that’s been 
going on.

I really like the stuff on the west side of Uptown (near 
99) are starting to take off.  Veil (the restaurant) closed, 
and was quickly replaced with a new restaurant, and 
another one is going in a block away.  I like seeing some 
businesses going up in this area.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• Traffic noise and congestion.
• Demolition of historic buildings and 
houses to be replaced by new condos and 
extremely modern architecture that does 
not fit the character of the neighborhood.
• Traffic
• Thomas St. Overpass
• Education
• Pot holes on street and uprooted 
sidewalks
• The public school options beyond 
elementary are horrible for such an 
affluent area!

• homeless presence and crime has 
increased
• We need more frequent bus service during 
the non-peak hours.   We also need more 
housing for seniors who can’t stay in their 
long-time homes.
• failure to adequately distinguish between 
areas with conservable character and 
areas where a new character is to be 
defined and then furthered
• Parking
• ugly modernist houses in historic 
residential areas

• the building of ultra-modern (from the 
outside) homes and offices which do not fit 
with Queen Anne’s historic neighborhood 
style
• Schools
• need a high school
• paid parking
• highschool access for our community
• traffic, speeding, absence of speed 
calming measures

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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Safety - Hear lots of reports of car and home break-ins, and have had “solicitors” casing the neighborhood - extremely 
unsettling.    Buildings - in general, the new buildings on top of QA are relatively nice, though we’re seeing more condos 
/ apartments go up on the hill, unfortunately.

---Housing is increasingly unaffordable and diversity in pricing needs to be improved---needs attention.  --- Pedestrian 
amenities need attention---balance between cars and peds still seems tipped toward cars; that has to change!  --- 
need a library in lower QA; should continue to link planning efforts between SLU and Uptown to locate needed public 
facilities where both neighborhoods can use facilities --- each area doesn’t need to duplicate facilities

Library difficult to get to from lower queen anne (for those that are carless).  Would be nice to have the library in lower 
queen anne, more central.  Or at least on QA Ave.  Don’t even know about the community centers, if they exist, they 
don’t seem welcoming.

Looking forward to a dedicated link between uptown and upper Queen Anne
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The Seattle Streetcar plan brought the concept of a 
streetcar right up to Seattle Center from downtown, 
but ended there.  Our neighborhood plan has included a 
streetcar up the Counterbalance for years, but this wasn’t 
included in the Streetcar plan.  We are starting to build a 
nicely dense area, but we don’t have any more room for 
cars.  It currently takes 30+ minutes to take a bus downtown 
from upper Queen Anne - more time than it takes from 
many outer suburbs.    I want to see a traffic-separated 
streetcar or light rail coming to Queen Anne, allowing us to 
build up density without lowering quality of life.

Most public facilities are located on upper Queen Anne. 
Lower QA (Uptown) desperately needs some of its own.

No a big complaint, but I would like to see Queen Anne 
better connected to the new rail infrastructure being built 
in Seattle.  So a connection to the streetcar or link line 
would be nice and go a long way towards making it easier 
to do everything I need without a car.

Uptown retail has disappeared, supplanted by restaurants, 
too many of which fall into a fast food category, not enough 
quality.

Density along Queen Anne Avenue is a concern, due to 
parking chiefly, but also traffic constraints coming on / off 
the hill.

The Bike path connecting the Ship Canal trail to Interbay 
and the fishermean’s terminal needs to be completed.  
Better connections across Aurora in Uptown are 
desparately needed to ease congestion and provide 
pedestrian connectivity.  The Suicide fence proposed for the 
GW bridge is highly unfortunate and lacks a creative vision.

Seems like too many people drive alone through this 
neighborhood - despite good access to buses and the 
Seattle Center Monorail, as well as decent bike lane 
markings on many roads, this is (unfortunately) still a 
very car-oriented neighborhood, with all of the attendant 
downsides (noise, pollution, threats to pedestrian safety, 
etc).

There needs to be better zoning and protection of historic 
buildings and houses on Queen Anne.  The character, 
charm and appeal of the neighborhood is damaged when 
historic architecture is torn down and replaced with 
condos, buildings, and houses that do not fit with the 
neighborhood.  The consistency and charm of the historic 
architecture is what gives Queen Anne a good deal of its 
appeal.

Two simple changes recommended to improve access 
to upper QA via car:  1) create a turn lane off Hwy 99 N 
to make it easier to turn just before Canlis (we somehow 
missed the opportunity for improvement here when all 
those condos were built... we should’ve claimed part 
of that corner now occupied by a humble fire plug and 
a never-used sidewalk); the turn south off 99 to QA is 
also tricky and worth improving; how is it that huge 
overpasses get built to improve access to suburbs in 
Redmond and Issaquah but population-dense QA still has 
a nasty ill-signed little 90 degree turn that you need to 
take at 50 MPH with a bus on your tail? 2) clarify if there 
is one lane or two lanes on QA Ave north coming up the 
Counterbalance... it is a free-for-all now with some drivers 
passing on right, others on left, others compromising in 
the middle.  And as long as I’m at it, one more big change 
suggestion for interesection near Nickerson Saloon:  How 
about a roundabout?  City should purchase storage facilty 
and cabinet shop to expand footprint... move Saloon ... 
maybe underground sidewalks allowing no-wait crossings 
for bikes and peds  One more:  to improve bikeability, 
how about finding a way to improve all bike bridge 
crossings: can’t we remodel the pedestrian portions of 
all 3 bridges to widen for bikes and peds? Do we really 
need concrete on these?  Would a lighter floor allow a 
wider design with designated lanes for peds and bikes? 
On the Aurora, has anyone looked at an enclosed bike 
lane underneath the roadway? Perhaps we can then close 
the roadway to peds altogether, so we can widen the 
roadway lanes (much needed) for cars only.

Improving Five Corners- Intersection of 51st, Renton, 
and Roxbury--this is a horrible intersection that has 
multiple accidents.  Noise and litter, continue to make 
neighborhood feel unsafe.

Of course a general complaint about housing costs and 
the ever expanding “gone Condo” issues.

Just a shame - the identity of QA has been lost.

The entire neighborhood is completely paralyzed by 
snow. I would appreciate a frequent bus route to South 
Lake Union and the Streetcar.

The Thomas St. Overpass should be a TOP priority for 
the Uptown neighborhood!  It will be such a wonderful 
connection to the waterfront, but seems to be moving 
along very slowly.  Please build it!

Condo’s and town homes are ruining the unique look and 
structure of many of our streets.
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Our community center is a pit in comparison to others 
around the city.  Having traveled around the city for 
youth basketball games, the seating for our gym is a 
joke and not appropriate for most over the age of 35.    I 
am concerned about future buildings begin the identical 
architecture of the current new buildings making for one 
big building along the Ave.  removing the character of the 
Ave.  The ones that are here now are fine, just concerned 
the same design and height will consume the entire Ave.

QA seems to have an increasing number of school-aged 
kids, but the post-elementary public school options are 
undesirable to many parents in the neighborhood.

While bus service to/from the neighborhood is sufficient 
for me, escalating fares for a relatively short ride to 
downtown seem ludicrous, and I worry about future 
route cuts. A public bike share would be a great thing 
for our area to consider along with downtown as well. 
Furthermore, I am concerned that improvements to 
Mercer St (two-way) and a new 99 tunnel will decrease 
my vehicular access to my neighborhood and beyond. 
And... the status report is the first I’d heard of a new 
trolley for the Counterbalance. While interesting in 
theory, I don’t see it having enough ridership to justify 
slowing bus and car traffic on QA’s major thoroughfare.

The pot holes along bus routes are in desperate need 
of repair. The sidewalks in the neighborhood are being 
uprooted by CITY TREES!! Uprooted and cracked 
sidewalks are not safe for my kids!

Grafitti and vandalism are up along with more homeless 
people that are attracted to the 7-11

Concerned over the loss of affordable housing and the 
loss of small businesses.

Crime - esp in Kinnear Park  Need an off dog park in 
Queen Anne or Magnolia.   Traffic congestion - esp on 
Mercer. Don’t believe the redesign will work to fix that.

Middle school and high school options and quality are 
terrible for QA residents. The short sighted actions of 
the Seattle School District and their lack of long term 
planning, liquidation of real estate assets, intentional 
relocation of school principals, and mismanagement of 
money are inexcusable. QA and Magnolia need a closer 
and high quality high school option and need the middle 
school education quality/standards radically improved. 
It is no wonder that so many families choose private 
education after elementary school.

We need a historic zone in Queen Anne, particularly 
in the Highland Drive area around Kerry Park.  Some 
new development has been very well done but a large 
amount of it is poorly designed and unattractive.  Mass 
transportation options remain limited to the bus - would 
love to see a streetcar to Uptown in the next decade.

Diesel buses still travel up and down 2nd ave on week-
ends, the emissions are carcinogenic, noisy unneeded.

Increasing anecdotal evidence of break ins and vandalism 
on our street, and throughout the hill.

Would like to see better bus service, and/or a 
counterbalance streetcar

Design quality of townhomes.  Partly in how they relate 
to neighboring properties and the street, but I’ll admit 
that part of is is personal aesthetics.... I believe new 
construction should be modern and not try to mimic 
(poorly) Craftsman detailing.

I feel like this area desperately needs to be connected 
much more strongly to downtown by bus routes and light 
rail.

It’s hard to see older homes torn down, and replaced 
by mega-homes that are lacking in character and don’t 
fit the style of this neighborhood.   In order to build a 
mega-condo in the Magnolia Village, the only drive-
through postal drop was taken out.   This constitutes a 
big inconvenience for older people who can’t find parking 
near the post office, and young parents with kids in the 
car who have the same problem.  Parking in the Village is 
not easy to find.

Uptown Urban Center street civility is deteriorating along 
with many vacant commercial sites and collapse of the 
QA Chamber of Commerce under recession pressures.  
OED hasn’t been helpful to Uptown yet.  No public 
library is available to the thousands of seniors who live in 
Uptown who can’t climb the Counterbalance blocks 1/2 
mile to the QA hilltop library location.  Millions of square 
feet of work space is being constructed outside of the 
urban center on the view slope of east Queen Anne Hill.  
Did the City miss the Urban Center boundary target?

Traffic and safety are always a concern, as well as zoning 
(urban sprawl) of new buildings.
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The City’s contribution to the ownership mania, i.e, 
contrived inflation of “demand” needs curtailing (the 
county’s vacancy rate is approaching the country’s jobless 
rate--over 9% counting new construction now leasing).  
We need to get back to the urban village strategy which 
in non-buzz words, I have stated above. Sad to see places 
like Denver recognizing it, as opposed to us, for what 
it is -- the only naturally affordable and environmental 
approach.

We live in such a green city, but QA has so few parks. We 
could certainly use a “town square” park of some kind, 
but I’m not sure where. I wish we had more review of 
new buildings that are going up. I’m happy with most of 
the buildings on the Avenue, but some ugly multi-family 
buildings are being built in the neighborhood areas. 
That’s unacceptable.

Queen Anne feels like an island because comming and 
going from home via car make the process take longer 
than necessary with serious traffic jambs....its almost 
easier to comute by boat!

To date the increased infrastructure has been done 
fairly well on top of Queen Anne.  I would like to see the 
future changes try to bring more open space or public 
courtyards into the design in order to allow the top of 
Queen Anne to feel like a public space and not just an 
avenue/business district.

would like to see more frequent bus service.  The 
investment in light rail will be of little benefit to Queen 
Anne.

Quality of the retail stores and the architecture is 
disappointing, particularly newer developments.

No significant park and open space work beyond normal 
maintenance that was way overdue.

Kinnear park is too heavily wooded, unpoliced up top and 
unsafe.  It is a great space that we are all too afraid to 
use.  Pedestrian safety is a problem - and the shrubbery 
is growing unchecked on sidewalk strips- making it even 
worse.

it’s difficult to park on Queen Anne Avenue, sidewalks are 
in disrepair

Drug and related activity in Kinnear Park has been 
a problem, but recently seems to have been solved. 
During the height of the Kinnear Park problems, one 
of the neighbors in my condominium had their door 
kicked down.    It would be nice to have a hardware 
store and a shoe repair nearby. I’m sorry that Queen 
Anne Office Supply left Uptown last year. Although I like 
restaurants and do frequent them, the Uptown business 
district would be improved by some additional types of 
businesses.    The design of some of the new buildings 
that have gone up could be better.

I’d love to have some sort of East-West shuttle on Queen 
Anne. most transportation lines run North-South. It 
would be nice to have more bike-specific lanes or streets 
designated for bike travel.

our “green zones” have been where most of the homeless 
and vagrants have been pushed into, which is sad. W. Roy 
is “the homeless highway”, as they work their way to the 
park at the north end.

Rent is very expensive, to live in a nice place.

don’t feel safe waiting for a bus ... too many weird people 
hanging about. living in the woods or coming off the 
freight trains at Interbay.  the traffic lights are not long 
enough to safely cross 15th on foot.

Would love to see faster progress on light rail/trolley to 
downtown and access to airport, renton, everett, etc.

Could have more frequent bus service!

Parking has been and continues to be a major problem. 
Even after getting Zone 13 status in the neighborhood I 
live in the free parking on bigger streets on either side of 
my street became pay parking. This caused us to compete 
with non neighbors for free parking on our zone 13 street 
during the day and early evening. To resolve this or make 
it more fair I would make the zone 13 street a pay street 
for those without zone 13 permits. I would also extend 
zone 13 parking to the bigger side streets.

One ugly modernist cube destroys the charm of an entire 
block in residential Queen Anne.  No More Spec houses!
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I think there should be restrictions put into place for 
destroying a historic home when the intent is to built 
something which has an architectural appearance of 
being ultra-modern in it’s place. Instead, there should be 
motivation for homebuyers to UPDATE a historic home 
with green and modern standards on the interior without 
destroying the historic face of our neighborhood. The 
city should provide resources for making “green updates” 
and possibly even incentives for making updates to 
the interior of historic homes in order to avoid the 
destruction of these homes and buildings which make our 
QA neighborhood so unique and special.

Access to and from I-5 is tricky--Mercer--ugh!  
Buildings that do not keep/retain the character of the 
neighborhood.

The Queen Anne and Magnolia schools are overcrowded.

Housing is too expensive.

need an off leash dog park and NO JAIL at Interbay

I would be more pleased with the bike lanes if they were 
better placed: away from the doors of parked cars.

the new park at the base of QA avenue is the most severe, 
cold and unwelcoming I have ever seen

I haven’t seen a cop in lower queen anne in six years 
unless its for Bumbershoot or Folk Life.  Don’t we pay 
taxes too?

The area of Uptown in which I live is NOT pedestrian- or 
bicycle-friendly.  5th & Mercer has a lot of foot traffic 
and drivers are very aggresive / inattentive when turning 
onto Mercer.  Also, the sidewalks along Mercer going 
underneath 99 are horrific (feel dangerous).

I’d like to see the electric 7 min trolley system deployed. I 
think back yard cottages are appropriate for Queen Anne.

Too many higher rise/uniformly designed condo/
apartments going in along QA Ave.

Streets around QA, such as Dexter Avenue North, are 
not being repaved on a timely schedule.      Trimming of 
walkways and greenbelts has dramatically decreased in 
the last three years.  Some of the stairways around QA 
have not had brush cleared back, and lighting checked/
replaced until late summer this year...well after they 
have become scarily overgrown, and bad places to walk 
at certain times of day.    The city needs to re-do its 
outreach to the apartments and condos located above 
the westside of Westlake Avenue north of KCPQ up to 
the Fremont Bridge, as the ground-cover and sheeting 
program of approx 8 years ago has fallen apart, and the 
hillsides are dangerously exposed again.  Not looking 
forward to a return to the hillsides sliding down onto 
Westlake in this fall and winters’ upcoming rains, due to 
the lack of up-hill property owners failing to maintain 
plastic or plants to mitigate drainage issues on the steep 
hillsides.

I think the QA neighborhood association needs to be a 
little friendlier to commercial development. The whole 
point of living in the city is to be close to commercial 
areas.    When is the electric trolley scheduled to start?

alleys and side streets are being used as thoroughfares. 
Drivers are speeding throughout the neighborhood. 
Safety is a major concern.

The condos suck. The new buildings suck and are ugly. 
Counterbalance Park sucks like a Hoover.

Good bye Metromarket :(

The mixed use condo buildings tend to be quite ugly.

Public parks have homeless living in them and infested 
with rodents.

The signs / colors of some new businesses lack charm.

I do not enjoy the increased traffic, noise from bars and 
clubs and overall congestion to the top of Queen Anne. 
In addition, I am not happy that as a result, parking 
restrictions were needed.

The monorail was going to provide fast links to 
other parts of the city.  The bus system works for 
getting downtown, but does not easily link to other 
neighborhoods.
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Too many condos. Not enough buses. The cars on my 
street are broken into all the time (3rd ave west, w 
raye st). I don’t feel safe walking at night around here. 
I’m afraid to park my car. It takes three buses to get to 
Microsoft. Stop unchecked development, we don’t need 
any more real estate.

Dangerous crosswalk has been installed at Queen Anne 
Ave & Crockett.  People are almost hit daily as parked 
cars block the view of drivers.  New sidewalks have been 
installed along Queen Anne Ave but the design has large 
dirt boxes around the trees which makes it difficult to 
pass by people in these areas and many of the people 
walking along this street push baby carriages.  Also too 
many tall buildings being allowed to be built.

I am disappointed that Counterbalance Park did not bring 
desperately needed green space to Lower Queen Anne.

I’d like to see a wider variety of businesses & services 
being offered.  How many bars & retaurants does one 
neighborhood need?

My real gripe about transportation is that we only have 
“local” buses on the west side of Queen Anne.  The 3 and 
the 4 take 30 minutes to get to Pioneer Square, and 40 
minutes to get the hill in the afternoon.

I live near the Aurora pedestrian overpass.  In the past 
in has been an ubran jungle filled with shady people.  
There appears to be some movement in clearing out the 
area, but I think more work needs to be done.  Especially 
around the stairs leading down to Aurora.

I was not pleased with the destruction of that beautiful 
historic building across the street from Kerry Park.  And 
now we have that horrible looking building which has sold 
maybe 2 units in 6 months.

Kinnear park has gotten better but is still not an inviting 
place ..  counterbalance park  only looks good at night .. 
lack of plants grass etc...

Lower Queen Anne lacks a center.

Very walkable areas, but bicycle riding is still unsafe - 
especially at the top of the hill

Wish there was an easier way to get down the North 
side of the hill toward Fremont/Wallingford easier.  
Sometimes buses run more frequent, but take more time, 
to go to downtown Seattle and then ride back out to 
Fremont/Wallingford.    Wish there was more affordable 
housing for 2 bedroom dwellings.
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--- Many elements, particularly re open space and 
transportation have been addressed 
--- Housing had great vision statements, and no 
strategies that now make any sense, particularly; 
that is one part of the Plan that is really out-of-
date

A short piece of sidewalk and a converted parking 
lot micro-park doesn’t constitute significant 
improvement.

There is no neighborhood plan for Interbay!

Many tasks have been completed.  The QA 
Residential Urban Village redevelopment 
appears to have exceeded its goals.  But much 
redevelopment outside the Urban Village 
and Uptown Urban Center is occurring on the 
east slope of Queen Anne Hill.  Queen Anne’s 
waterfront access at the street-end of W. Thomas 
over Elliott and the BNSF row has never been 
constructed.  See previous answers.

I don’t know, since there is no Neighborhood Plan 
for Magnolia.

Still waiting to hear more about the Good 
Neighbor Center.

Loss of Sonics has diminished the vision for 
Uptown.

Magnolia should be called out specifically

This is a loaded question. The Neighborhood 
Plan’s wording is so vague that the “”devil is in 
the implementation.”” E.g., are there varied 
housing opportunities? Yes. Are they visually 
sucky? Yes.

Would like to see a plan for the counterbalance 
trolley, worried that the queen anne business 
center is changing too quickly.

Stating previously the changes I have seen in the 
3 years of residence here.

Apparently there is no Neighborhood Plan for 
Magnolia (?)

Taken only as “”guidelines”” and with no real enforcement ability, 
few developers coming to Queen Anne have abided by “”the 
plan””

I see pieces of the puzzle coming together, but it seems like 
everything takes far too long to implement.

Light rail, Safeway all positive additions.  Still bad traffic (more 
calming needed), litter, noice and understaffing of police.

It seems like in the last ten years small steps have been taken, but 
some of the bigger goals I would like to see come to fruition. For 
example, the completion of the Ship Canal Trail and bike bath, 
and the re-establishment of the Counterbalance electric street 
car, etc.

I like the description of some of the strategies, but have no idea 
how far along they are to being implemented as this was the first 
I’d heard of many of them.

The planning process - as always for neighborhood plans - is 
controlled by those who scream loudest.  A few individuals are 
driving the process for a plan that they find ideal.  That pocket 
park Roy/QA Ave is exhibit A in STOOPID PLANNING driven by a 
few.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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I was encouraged/dismayed to actually go back and 
read all the plans generated some years ago... I don’t 
see the improved bike access over railroad tracks or the 
counterbalance 7-minute shuttle that were thought up 
ten years ago... these are still good ideas.

Bicycle improvements still greatly needed.

Crown of Queen Anne and Bicycle Beltway appear to be 
struggling. Thrilled with Elliott Bay access from Queen 
Anne.

The last Neighborhood Plan seemed very limited in its 
scope and objectives, which set the achievement bar 
rather low.

The Counterbalance Park was finally completed and it is 
certainly an improvement over the empty lot that was 
there, but it’s a very odd park. It would be more of an 
“”oasis”” with more greenery and maybe a fountain or 
something.

I love the improvements to the streets, but why is it still 
so difficult to take public transportation off the hill. The 
ride to downtown by bus is ridiculously long (way too 
many stops). Also, what about bringing the waterfront 
streetcar up the hill on the counterbalance to bring 
people from downtown?

Queen Anne ave has improved.

Would love to see that bike path.

I think over that last few years, the community has gotten 
more involved in the plan/strategies.  However, QA is still 
far behind in creating/implementing key strategies.

Notice the changes each year...feels like investment in 
the community

Moved to QA one year ago.

I don’t feel that the quality of work produced to 
support bike transit has been strong enough - sharrows 
(particularly on Mercer near the east edge of Uptown) are 
pathetic. Many cyclist move onto the dangerously narrow 
sidewalk (particularly when trying to go westbound under 
99), putting them and pedestrians at risk.

no specific reason. I have almost no complaints about the 
neighborhood.
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--- I have been involved in Neighborhood Planning efforts 
for 30 years; I led Planning efforts in 2 neighborhoods 
in the 1970’s; I participated on Capitol Hill efforts in the 
1970’s and again in 1995-1997;  Neighborhood Plans do 
not last 20 years; their real value is in identifying strategic 
action steps that have about a 5-7 year time span; after 
that the efforts need to be updated.  Uptown especially 
needs to have an update process 
---how can any neigh plan be considered current after 
10 years?  We need an updating process that is less 
cumbersome than we now have 
---more nimble and quick 
--- Housing, Public Facilities, Transportation in particular 
need review 
--- Zoning in particular needs to be revised 
---Uptown needs Urban Center zoning! 
--- Could say that every Urban Center in the City has 
various processes underway to address key issues, except 
Uptown.  Opportunities are being missed.

I really like the key strategies, and would love to see them 
implemented.

The most critical was slighted-- strategies (see answers to 
#2) that enable existing and future residents of modest 
means to be able to enjoy the improved pedestrian focus 
and other enhancements as opposed to being priced out 
to join the growing numbers in the working class outskirts 
where a car is an expensive necessity, or-- somewhat 
better, although newly contrary to the latest regional 
vision-- to small towns.

Again, I don’t know since there is no Neighborhood Plan 
for Magnolia.

I believe there needs to be a stronger priority to make this 
a livable neighborhood that attracts all income levels and 
cultural, ethnic and racial groups.

I support increasing the walkability and bicycling for 
Queen Anne. I do not support increased automobile 
traffic.

Right along with Motherhood and Apple Pie.

Area still looks shabby, not conducive to foot traffic, 
poor lighting, lots of traffic and noise.  Not enough police 
staffing.

I would love to see some mention of creating a kid / 
family-friendly neighborhood as a guiding principle.

Yes, they need to create more access to parks and 
safer crosswalks with speed calming measures. The QA 
Boulevard is now the QA Autobahn.

Please undo the tyranny of the neighborhood councils.

We need to do more than create wheelchair-friendly 
curbs and cobble-stone like crosswalks.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?
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---See previous comments 
---Need to focus on: 
   --Affordable Housing 
   -- Key Arena future---the silence on this has been 
deafening 
   -- Pedestrian/car balance needs attention badly

Finding ways of getting mass transit to QA.  Phase 3 of 
Link light rail may include a light rail line next to or into 
Queen Anne.  Let’s make sure a station connects QA 
to the rest of the city. The planned Streetcar network 
brings a trolley to uptown, but stops there.  Connecting 
the hill would be easy if we just brought that line up the 
Counterbalance (they figured this out over 100 years ago, 
we can do it again). 
I’d like to see the status report list how our Key Strategies 
will be achieved.

Encouraging alternate modes of transportation besides 
cars - this is a very walkable and bikeable neighborhood, 
and it is reasonable to cut back on roadwork and other 
services oriented towards cars in order to increase overall 
livability of the neighborhood.

Please see responses to previous questions. 
Plus a minimum level of public amenities, including 
urban transit needs developing in response to the state 
requirement to match growth goals to fiscal plans.

neighborhoods that need help (such as Interbay).

Transportation Networks

housing affordability, transportation

How the transportation plans to improve access point will 
be addressed.  Mercer and 5th and the north exit off 99 at 
the south end of the Aurora Bridge.

Economic development factors, public facilities such as 
libraries, schools, recreation, open space.  It’s all hard to 
come by in urban centers that lack these vital amenities.

Seniors’ needs, moderately priced housing for all ages.

Transportation connections and development of 
alternatives to car travel.

safety

Transportation

public transportation.

Mixed income affordability; green space in Lower Queen 
Anne

Update on new developments and housing units added to 
the neighborhood.

Maintaining a walking neighborhood, quiet streets and a 
charming business district.

Transport along the counterbalance to link businesses up 
and downhill

Fostering the walkable out and about nature of our 
neighborhood

Including Magnolia

transportation

What neighbors (not just the city and public agencies) 
have accomplished, e.g. Picture Perfect Queen Anne, 
Queen Anne Farmers Market Association.

Accessible mass transit, mixed use housing,

Correct me if I’m wrong, but I haven’t seen a status report 
published since 2004. “2004 Priority Report” is all I see on 
the web.

transportation - more buses, more frequently.  More 
flexcar parking spots.  I’d like to be carless, but can’t quite 
pull it off.

transportation, bike paths, uptown center cleanup

Traffic and noise reduction. We have access to cheap and 
easy public transportation, so cars are less necessary.

Light rail. More frequent buses. Saving existing buildings. 
Ensuring that new buildings aren’t ugly as sin.

Growth (urban sprawl), safety, business development, 
transit

transportation and land use

Public transportation, diversity of housing

pedestrian access, walkability, encouraging small 
businesses

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Housing Affordability, More businesses geared towards 
struggling families as opposed to strictly upscale shops.

Creating a neighborhood plan for Magnolia.

walkability.  clear skies overhead (managing height and 
percentage of lots used for structures.) Density is great 
but not 4500 s.f. in single family monstrosities.

Cohesive traffic systems, linking the neighborhood with 
downtown, support for strong diverse neighborhood 
businesses, the future of Seattle Center as a safe and 
vibrant community space

Safety.

Getting the Thomas St. Overpass constructed, and 
pushing for the 1st Ave Streetcar that the mayor 
supports.  Also, the dedicated electric trolleybus on 
the counterbalance would be a great amenity.  Getting 
from lower Queen Anne to upper Queen Anne is long 
and difficult, but both areas have great restaurants and 
businesses.

Parking, maintaining charming character of 
neighborhood, more focus on developing a local retail/
restaurant district...

Traffic and safety

Greening, planting wisely, thinking long-term with parks 
in this regard. Also light rail should be a focus.

Sharing actual planning steps and prospective dates with 
the community, rather than just giving us generalized and 
non-specific updates.

development

Transportation.  I believe that the plans for transportation 
in the city overall (i.e., light rail) do not include Queen 
Anne.

safety, walkability

Cleaning up Kinnear Park

Moving traffic on and off of QA. When Mercer chokes up 
because the trolley has the right-of-way (!) it can take 1/2 
hour to get to the east side of Aurora and not just during 
rush hour.

Feedback from the community - would love to see some 
of the aggregated freeform data from this survey.

Safety, speed calming, crosswalks, bike/pedestrian 
access, park enhancements.

Things that help bring the neighborhood together...
making things more accessible and encouraging more 
recreation, social and service opportunies within the 
community.

Police patrols. I’m concerned the violence and crime 
from the Belltown neighborhood may move towards the 
Uptown neighborhood. 
Parking. More parking for zone 13 permits around the 
Seattle Center. Specifically the KeyArena side.

SAFETY.   Swift execution of justice on criminal behaviors 
and not more coddling.

community center is old and needs a rebuild;

transportation networks (bike lanes, trolley up hill, 
connections to other bus lines and (soon) let’s plan ahead 
for how to get form lower QA over the new tunnell/99 to 
South Lake Union... overcoming this current barrier will 
really open up lower QA to an exciting part of town

Bicycle paths & safety.

improving the quality of the streets, bury utility wires

Reasonable growth planning, concerned that Queen 
Anne Ave could loose historic quality and charm and 
begin to look like Ballard.

getting Queen Anne a DOG PARK!!!!

preventing crime and dealing with transients in lower 
Queen Anne (around Seattle Center and the liquor store) 
and the green belt on the west side of the hill going 
toward 15th Ave.

Public transportation, attractive construction that fits 
the historic look of the neighborhood, safeguards against 
losing our beautiful old homes, and more parks.

affordable housing,

More details on near term changes, like pictures or plans.
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Preservation of architectural harmony. No ugly modernist 
cubes!

Dealing with the large amount of homeless people 
on lower Queen Anne.  It feels unsafe at times to walk 
around my own neighborhood due to the large amount of 
intoxicated homeless people

improving parking situtaion

roads, parking, infrastructure

the community center and community events.

Balancing density with livability.

The types of businesses (car dealer? prominent smoke 
shop?). Walking and biking. Making room for families 
in Lower Queen Anne. Connections to Myrtle Edwards / 
waterfront.

safety for women and children

2-way mercer; increasing density/urban character; light 
rail

Low income housing & support & transportation & street. 
More on what will really work with Mercer St.

Making neighborhoods walkable.

Affordable housing and preserving a pedestrian-friendly 
urban village

bicycle transportation

Getting the bike trails done.

Neighborhood empowerment and initiative

Uprooted sidewalks.

Seems ok

would love to see the electric trolleys on the 
counterbalance

Public transportation off of the top of the hill, including 
bike routes.

parking seems to be an ignored issue. More condos = 
more cars, but I haven’t seen any strategies introduced to 
either accomodate or reduce the # of cars.

Abandoned house on 2nd Ave W, between Raye and 
Smith

pedestrian / bicycle safety - particularly in the Uptown 
area

Transportation access from downtown. SDOT must keep 
the easement through the Gates Campus open and must 
provide connectivity directly to lower queen anne on 6th 
Ave. This needs to be part of the Mercer reconfiguration 
and viaduct replacement project.

Making Mercer and 5th ave intersection at the QFC safer 
for pedestrians during Rush hour. Cars often block the 
Crosswalks and intersections.

Affordable rental housing, with commensurate parking 
availability.

Parking

Keeping density of housing in defined areas, working 
on allowing the backyard cottages to be built on Queen 
Anne.  Access to the Burke Gilman Trail and better bike 
commuting paths to downtown

Preserving existing houses, buildings and infrastructure 
by making Queen Anne a historic district.

Easing congestion in lower Queen Anne - especially on 
Mercer and around the Seattle Center.

transportation, open spaces, green spaces
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-- Less Focus??  After 10 years the Uptown Plan needs 
revisiting!

Provision of parking, roadway improvements, etc.

“Capacity”  The Buildable Lands Report is to take care of 
that. NPs and the regulations that further them should be 
context and design oriented, less use oriented, and only 
capacity oriented as necessary to effectively comply with 
the required reporting of buildable lands.

neighborhoods that are already successful, such as upper 
Queen Anne and Lower Queen Anne.

demographics

Maintaining the same old urban village/urban center 
boundaries.  Let’s get the boundaries right this time!

Building expensive housing, adding glitzy stores and 
restaurants.

Car transportation and connections.

diversity

High-end mixed developments

Construction, increasing population and development 
and more traffic.

excluding Magnolia

commercial development. I think there’s an overemphasis 
on being “quaint”

Variety of housing opportunities in Uptown. The area is 
quite dense and very little land is left to be developed 
without razing buildings with historic character.

Kowtowing to developers who bellyache about any 
imposition. Here’s the problem: A developer builds an 
ugly building, then they make their money and LEAVE. 
*We* have to live with it for the next 50 years.

trolley bus

public amenities like libraries

Cars, New development

Trolley on Counterbalance to connect Upper & Lower QA.  
Both neighborhoods have a very distinct feel.

Housing

Bicycle paths

Shelters, homeless housing, food banks and thinks that 
attract the rats - which will show up if you feed them.

density without transportation support

large contrsuction, multi-use projects

Car-focused improvements. We should all be walking 
more.

The demographics are 9 years old. Can you find more 
recent data? They are too old to be useful.

counterbalance although its a nice a idea, at a time when 
the cit has extra money but currently ???

schools, kid programs, social services

bicycles

architectural standards; landscape

Top down city-wide policy

Queen Anne is a very walkable area. Not sure if all the 
pedestrian improvements are necessary.

Making QA a ‘commercial success’ rather than a good 
neighbourhood you’d want to live in and raise your family.

Bicycle paths

business

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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--- Updated housing data slapped on the back of the docs, following 
outdated decennial census data, makes little sense

Inadequate means to compare how demographics charted as present 
are changing over the years. Also, the link provided to what I would 
hope is apples to apples information comes up “”not found.””   It is 
always good for citizen scientists to be able to confirm the findings of 
the hired scientists.

Addressing income and racial diversity

Not sure if it’s the scope, but Kinnear park is still a concern regarding 
public safety.

The Magnolia Neighborhood

Would like to see some timelines.

Why are there no demographics for Upper Queen Anne (not just the 
business district, but the whole of Upper Queen Anne)?

I don’t see line by line updates on the plan. It appears to be a highlight 
of what’s currently being worked on. For an example, I’d like to know 
what happened to the 7 min trolley system. Is that still a priority?

Giving people more direct incentives to not drive. Safe bike paths are a 
great start, but the plan should go further to reduce the number of cars 
in the area, both parked and in transit.

politics

See above.

It really could be more specific in terms of how the draft plans will be 
carried out, which parts of the plan will be initiated before others, and 
when we can hope to see these changes, etc.

I do not see serious attention being paid to the development of Interbay 
and how that will be incorporated into the Queen Anne plan.  It is 
troubling to me that the city/county is considering locating a jail in 
Interbay, but there does not seem to be an overall plan for Interbay 
development.  
I am also concerned about increasing housing density without 
mandating minimum offstreet parking requirements.  Queen Anne does 
not suffer from the parking problems plaguing other neighborhoods, 
e.g., Capitol Hill.  With denser development however parking may 
become more of an issue.

I wish I could compare my neighborhood’s statistics to other 
neighborhoods.  Knowing that 79% of my neighborhood’s residents are 
white in isolation isn’t too useful.  I want to know how that compares to 
Fremont, Ballard, Belltown, Wallingford, etc.

Crime - think crime stats should be 
included.

END THE TYRANNY OF THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS.  Please save 
me from Gladys Kravitz and her despotic 
ilk.

Metro still can’t get from QA to Cap Hill 
easily.

See recommendations on improved access 
via Hwy 99 and less confusing access via 
Counterbalance etc

Maintaining character of the neighborhood 
through smart development, height 
restrictions on new construction, and 
oversight on design of projects.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Address homelessness issues.   
Correct the administrative problems experienced with 
last winter’s total shutdown of streets due to lack of 
plowing even the arterials.   
Given the number of renters compared to homeowners in 
both Uptown and the overall QA neighborhood, provide 
increased renter rights and forums for input to the city 
and neighborhood to address their specific needs. 
Include more Seattle Center planning links between the 
neighborhood and downtown...along with increased 
communications telling QA residents what is going on 
with the longstanding planned upgrades and changes at 
SeaCenter. 
Increase communications to residents concerning the 
planning and implimentation of the Fix-The-Mercer-Mess 
problem, along with explaining how QA will be impacted 
by the Viaduct replacement project and crossing Aurora 
street plans.

Architectural guidlines that preserve the historic look of 
residential neighborhoods

dealing with homelessness and street crime in uptown,  
drug dealing in kinnear park etc..

The Mayor approved amendments to the Commercial 
Code in March, 2009 to clarify and better carry out 
the intent of the 2006 Neighborhood Business District 
Strategy.  I cannot find what the amendments are to 
understand if I agree.  I am concerned with the top of the 
hill QA Ave becoming a sea of tall buildings reducing the 
quaint character so many of us ‘QueenAnners’ charish.

I can see statistics for Upper Queen Anne, and Uptown, 
but what about the entire area bounded in red?

Queen Anne is so diverse....particularly when you add the 
uptown area.....this area includes SPU thru the Seattle 
Center?  Seems like that is a LOT of different things going 
on...is it possible to have sub-categories so we can report 
on particular areas?

My concern is the businesses in the neighborhoods 
which brings in much traffic and loss of parking space.  
I would like to see parking spaces for residents in our 
neighborhood,  we have such limited parking as we can 
park on only one side of the street some neighbors have 
clients coming all day all hours leaving residents not 
parking.

Preserving existing houses, buildings and infrastructure 
by making Queen Anne a historic district.
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Transcript of Rainier Beach Questionnaire Responses

The Rainier Beach Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999 and 
includes the Rainier Beach Residential Urban Village. The map 
shows the neighborhood plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school
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240 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/rbch/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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new housing, light rail!, the new library, not sure that it is 
any safer...still lots of crime, maybe a bit better.

It seems to be slowing improving in some areas at the 
same time crime is increasing.

Crime has gone up. Light rail has been completed.

The Rainier Beach business center has been improved, 
library and walkways near the business center have been 
created. A new school is almost completed.    The area 
still has a high crime feel, sanitation is an issue, with no 
curbs on some side streets, garbage piles up, especially 
along Rainier Ave S, where the neighborhood plan has 
not been implemented.

I am a newcomer to the neighborhood but probably my 
move is a testament itself to the way the neighborhood 
is changing.  I live at the start of the Chief Sealth trail, 
and decided to purchase a home there because 1) I am 
an avid cyclist and use the trail to commute and for 
recreation; and 2) the trail link to the train makes my 
morning commute a breeze.      Also, I feel very safe in my 
part of the neighborhood and really enjoy the diversity 
and affordability.  All of the neighbors I’ve been getting 
to know in the past month (we closed in mid-July) have 
commented that the neighborhood has been changing 
for the better.  Everyone seems to be in agreement that 
the Chief Sealth trail is a great improvement for the 
neighborhood, and people generally seem excited about 
Light Rail (even if they are not riding it yet).  Anyhow, I 
get a sense that the neighborhood is emerging from a 
rougher time and all of my neighbors are happy about it.

There have been some positive changes in terms of new 
businesses, and negative ones as well--RB doesn’t need 
anymore Payday loans! Violence and crime tend to go 
up and down, though violence, especially youth violence 
around Rainier and Henderson continues to be a problem. 
The Lake Washington Apartments have improved 
dramatically.

Great strides have been made in the neighborhood.  
Looking forward to upcoming improvements.

it has remained stable...not too many homes for sale.  
Severl homes have been remodeled.

I’ve only lived there for less than 3 years, so I haven’t seen 
a drastic change.

Only major change since we’ve lived here has been 
the implementation of the Light Rail. I hope to see 
more small local businesses emerge as a result of this 
commuter system, but not a consolidation of major bus 
routes. Urban growth, not necessarily development.

The Othello station and light rail opened. Construction 
has started on Othello and MLK for a mixed-use facility. 
Several homes in the neighborhood have been put up for 
sale.

It seems to have gotten nicer. Better signage is now on 
display, and development around the light rail station 
will hopefully pick up. More abandoned and sketchy 
apartment complexes have been demolished to make 
way for rail-adjacent housing - a good thing, in my 
opinion.

Business has thrived but street crime has too.

Some good improvements along Henderson St. I’d like 
to see more done along Rainier Ave. (especially corner 
of Rainier and Henderson) where a lot of kids/people 
hang out.  It seems like violence is increasing--especially 
gang-related. The light rail is a great change, but we need 
access to it.  It’s hard to get to and from and especially at 
night we need frequent buses and some security at the 
station.

Have only been here under a year, waiting for some 
positive change to occur.

Light rail. Some grocery stores have gotten more “up 
scale” (a good thing)

The construction and completion of the light rail 
line is probably the most significant change to the 
neighborhood since I moved to Rainier Beach in 2006. I 
think it will be the catalyst for a lot more change in the 
coming years, as it potentially attracts more development 
to the area. Even in the time that I’ve lived here, several 
housing developments have been completed, begun, or 
at least planned.

Yes. There is more art, Kubota Gardens is beautiful, Link 
Light Rail is a huge asset. We still have an abundance of 
gang related activity, though.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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The Neighborhood has begun to change with Light Rail. I 
am hopeful that the station will bring more business and 
make our neighborhood more walkable. We still have an 
abundance of gang related activity. I call 911 regularly 
after hearing gun shots.

Yes, of course with Light Rail coming there have been 
some improvements with the sidewalks,etc.  The Rainier 
Beach Safeway has improved that sector.  The new school 
construction at Southshore is a big project.

New playground equipment in Beer Shiva park.  A slew of 
businesses have changed.  Ranier Beach High School has 
remodeled.

The addition of attention paid to pedestrian and bicycles 
has been improved.

light rail is bring more business into area, causing 
remodel of Safeway store

Yes

more multicultural

Crime rate is still extremely high.  The gangsters make 
it difficult for anyone to go outside without watching 
your back.  How can anyone raise a family in this 
neighborhood. Time to tear down all the old decaying 
properties and businesses (Pancake House on Rainier Ave 
S) and move forward with the new.

home owners have personally upgraded their homes but 
the city as not replaced the horrible cement panel streets 
with black top to make for a quieter street. The buses 
have access thru the neighborhood making street noise 
and damages due to the vibrations very loud when the 
cement streets slap because they are loose

The light rail is the first large change since I moved to 
this area 2 years ago.  Unfortunately, it is very difficult for 
me to get to the train station, as I would love to take it to 
work downtown.

The neighborhood has “cleaned” up a bit in the last 5 
years.  However there is still a lot of crime, graffiti, youth 
“hanging” around on street corners.  The business district 
has not changed, and is not attractive.  There are no 
gathering places for people to enjoy a cup of coffee or 
have an informal meeting with friends.  The businesses 
that are there do not meet the wants of the people in the 
neighborhood.

The superficial improvements are adequate but, the gang 
activities and youth management seems to have failed.

My partner and I bought a house here in 2006, and since 
then, we have noticed continual changes here with 
respect to housing and business development.  Many of 
the new or revamped apartment buildings in our area 
are so new that it is difficult for me to be able to gauge 
how things have really changed.  On a surface level, 
these updates appear to be positive.  The one thing that 
has been consistent for me these last 3 years is a feeling 
that this neighborhood needs to be safer.  We live a little 
over a mile from the nearest light rail station, and there 
is no chance that we would walk to or from the station at 
night.  Even walking to and from the Henderson Street 
station during the daytime can feel a little sketchy, 
depending on who is loitering on the streets nearby.  I am 
hoping that increased population density with the new 
apartment buildings will add to a feeling of security.

I have only lived in the neighborhood for 3 years. 
Many changes have occurred during this period. One 
new school has been built and another one is nearly 
completed. The Link Light Rail has opened. Families have 
starting moving into the neighborhood, as housing is still 
so what affordable.

The opening of the light rail, new businesses along MLK 
and Graham, new facade of Circle K mini-mart

Light rail open, fabulous! Improvements to corner of 
Rainier and henderson are underway. Community Center 
slated for a rennovation.  Great library. New schools 
completed and nearing completion.

Rainier Beach seems to be the holdout “tough” 
neighborhood (maybe Aurora N. too). Columbia City 
10  years ago was considered very rough, and now it’s 
being featured in “Outdoor” magazine’s two paragraph 
profile of Seattle (as well as many other publications/
features). Most of the gang/youth shootings of the last 
couple of years have been in this neighborhood (and 
the CD). Citizens here definitely feel ignored by the city, 
and longtime residents have even developed a sort 
of stubborn pride (laced with bitterness) in the civic 
shunning.

More petty crime.  Rainier Beach is more like Columbia 
City was 15 years ago; loitering, begging, petty crime, 
litter.
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It has become more dangerous and gang infested.  I am 
tired of watching open drug sales in front of a public high 
school.  All conducted in full view of school staff.

Some signs of economic life along 57th at Rainier and 
along Rainier north.  The redevelopment of the South 
Shore School...Wow!   New signs directing people to 
community ‘assets.’  The planned redevelopment of 
Chinook Beach Park (never heard of it?)  Many new 
families.  A new train station...kind’a close by.  A 
renovated Henderson Ave.

When I first moved here in 1993, I heard from many in 
N. Seattle, that this area was unsafe. Personally, I didn’t 
see any problems other than the usual. Now, however, I 
am very fearful as I have seen a marked increase in both 
property crime and assaults, etc. There was a young 
man shot and killed 5 blocks from my home. Neighbors’ 
homes are broken into regularly. Woman are accosted 
at bus stops. There are drive-bys, muggings, etc. The 
situation is now MUCH WORSE than it was 16 years 
ago.  Though there has been some development—
especially along the light rail, Rainier Avenue continues 
to deteriorate (except for Columbia City and parts of 
Hillman City). The boarded up Pancake House says it 
all—a prime location that has been vacant for 15 years. I 
no longer feel safe going to the Rainier Beach Pool after 
dark. I don’t feel safe being anywhere on Rainier after 
dark if I’m alone—including Columbia City.  I have come 
to believe that this area is second-class as far as the city 
is concerned and all we get is lip service. Prettying up the 
libraries, etc. isn’t going to cut it. We need MORE police 
on the streets, a stronger gang unit AND some respect 
from the city officials.

In our neighborhood, have seen a significant increase 
in drug related activities:sales, violence related to such 
endeavors.  Have seen less up keep regarding streets, and 
street lighting, curb repair and cleanliness of roadways. 
Much faster traffic speeds and less enforcement 
regarding this.    On the positive side, have seen many 
younger families moving into my neighborhood which 
bodes well for general upkeep and appearances.

The light rail is the major change.  MLK was horrible 
before the rail was put in, now it is much better.  It is nice 
to see some development here but I don’t wan’t the usual 
stucco boxes like we have seen built in Belltown.  The 
crime in my neighborhood was almost nil until the start 
of 2008, now there are almost constant shootings and 
burglaries.

the two biggest changes in my immediate neighborhood 
are improvements to lakeridge/dead horse canyon park 
and a pizzaria within walking distance of my house.

I’ve seen neighbors band together more, block watch 
in our Rainier Beach Neighborhood with Ben Wilson is 
strong.  I appreciate those who have worked hard to get 
the roundabouts in the smaller side streets put in.  I do 
not want a roundabout on Renton Ave and Roxbury---I 
believe we’ll have more problems.  I’ve lived here for 33 
years and have never seen an accident in that area!  Now 
druggies, speeders on 62nd and Cooper and Prentice--
their is lots of bad activity there.  There seems like Light 
rail will hopefully bring good activity.  Love the library and 
Safeway plaza areas.  Thank you for your hard work

There are more potholes on streets that are going 
unfilled. There are more incidences of gun violence. 
There appear to have been more younger couples that 
have moved in, more Asian and white people have 
moved in, more Black people have moved out. QFC 
came and moved out, Safeway re-designed its store, A 
7-11 convenient store was replaced by a Pay day loan 
business.

More first time homeowners, less rentals, newer 
shopping/dininng opportunities.

Shopping/dining terrible and general condition of much 
of neighborhood deteriorated. Becoming a scary place to 
live.

The neighborhood has become more gentrified. More 
gang activity and seemingly more violent crime. Schools 
are finally being brought to the standards of other parts 
of   Seattle.

Not much to my eyes, except the neighborhood flags on 
the utility poles

The lightrail has began operation.

Most notably is that the Sound Transit has a stop in this 
neighborhood (Henderson).  The ethnic demographic 
has changed.  A new middle school is being built.  Small 
business turnover, but no apparent increase in number of 
small businesses.  Perceived increase in crime.
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Yes,  We’ve seen an increase in crime and gang related 
activities.  The light rail is touted as a great thing for us, 
but the reality is that we won’t use it because it’s not 
safe to walk past Rainier Beach High to get to it.  The city 
has turned a blind eye to us (Mayor Nickels won’t even 
participate in debates down here) for a long time and the 
results are evident.

Not for a consistent amount of time.

Neighbors seem to still be quite angry about safety and 
attention the neighborhood gets

Addition of Light Rail.  Upgrading(some) of shopping 
area.  Remodeling and building of 2 schools.  
Improvements to Kubota Gardens.

The biggest change I have noticed is that now that we 
have a viable school, the new school, families have a 
reason to actually stay in the neighborhood

Can’t say there has been any extraordinary change except 
there are more neighbors that have been more active in 
the community.

Rainier Beach seems to be getting on its feet more and 
more. It seems to be a neighborhood that is struggling 
with crime and poverty, but is moving forward in 
community involvement, education, and community 
resources.

The crime rate has increased to such a level that we fear 
to visit this area after sundown.

N/A

More public art and signage. Light Rail improves access 
to downtown. Many homes have been improved and 
younger people moving into neighborhood.

Many capital improvements such as roads, etc.  Also, 
increase in quality of small businesses.

The improvements along MLK have been great but 
Rainier Ave is still looking below average and I consider it 
very dangerous.

Gotten less safe to walk in

Light rail has begun.  Two new schools built on 
Henderson.

Two new school buildings, an additional transportation 
ammenity (Link Light Rail), a new athletic complex, a 
renovated library.  Services for relatives caring for family 
members (particulary grandparents) have emerged. 
Neighborhood residents and service providers have 
organized to conduct two neighborhood wide events  
that create community connectedness - Rainier Beach 
Back2School Bash (August) and Rainier Beach Town Hall 
Meeting (January).

There doesn’t seem to be a decrease in crime, 
unfortunately.

Thought it would be getting better but then the housing 
market tanked.  Hoping more active and involved families 
who care about community will continue moving here.

Some of the plans have been partially adopted, though 
not all are given due maintainance. I’ve observed and 
used Chinook Beach, Kubota Gardens, Beer Sheba and 
Alantic Beach parks. Each has been well improved. 
I witnessed street improvements on Henderson and 
signage and art installations. Chinook Beach and the 
Mapes Creek walkway deserve more maintainence along 
with Rainier Avenue. It was dishearting to lose the Rainier 
crosswalk at 54th Ave S. Attention to revive the Waters 
Street business area has lagged.

The neighborhood is dirty and areas need clean up. 
Traffice is heavier. The new light rail system is challenging 
without proper parking available for those who do not 
live within walking distance of the various stations. Lack 
of restaurants in the area always results in going to other 
neighborhoods to have a meal.

I believe it has become a safer area

Some. Many more young families with children.

Not much has changed in the last three years. I do see 
some changes happening near the Safeway - such as the 
announcement for the new clinic that would be in the 
spirit of the urban village.

More crime, higher density, fewer businesses, worse care 
of parks, closed schools

The light rail has been built since i have come to the 
neighborhood, I have attended my new gym - Rainier 
Health and Fitness, and i have seen much change in the 
businesses as well
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Rainier Beach in the past has been percieved as a 
neighborhood that can be underserved without protest 
because poor brown people live here. I believe this is 
changing. We have some beautiful parks and thriving 
businesses that weren’t here 10 years ago. We are a 
community with the same needs and hopes as any other!

I have not noticed a lot of change.  We lost our QFC and 
crime seems to be worse.

Yes, it has changed, but not for the better.  We do have 
a light rail, but it is in the midst of blight from so called 
business owners who do not care what they look like. It’s 
like riding through a slum area! We have way too many 
residents who are subsidized by tax payers who bring 
down the neighborhood with junk cars and multiple 
cars on every inch of the street, unkempt property, and 
so on. We have lost our QFC to be replaced by SARS, 
a low quality store. Rainier Beach Hi still looks like a 
slum school, with the exception of the Performing Arts 
center and athletic area. Excuse me, but what is the first 
purpose of having a school?   The city does not maintain 
the wetlands along Sturtevant as they did in the past, no 
matter how much complaining.

Rainier Beach has changed, but more changes are 
needed. We need more viable businesses, more street 
lights, a place for teens to hang out to stay off the streets.

community center is in progress

The light rail link has appeared to start discussion about 
changing.  I haven’t seen much real development in 
the nearly 5 years I’ve lived there.   Retail is limited, 
walkability is hard, and youth/gang appearance is 
rampant at Rainier/Henderson

Upgrade with the library and now the lightrail.

I see positive changes but area at Henderson & Rainier is 
still problematic.

We have had attempts to bring the neighborhood 
together through joint block watch programs meeting 
at the Presbyterian Church, through their Peace Garden, 
through community meetings and memorial services 
around the death of James Paroline, and in other ways.  I 
am not sure this has been as a result of the plan.

Link Light Rail has just gone in. I am not sure the bus 
connections make it realistic to use on a regular basis. 
I hope so.  I very much appreciate the traffic safety 
improvements on Rainier Ave So - especially the corridor 
south of 57th Ave So  to Renton.  Trafic still goes too fast 
and recklessly much of the  time in the corridor from 
57th Ave so north through Rainier Beech, so please 
keep working on that.    I appreciate that the Auto parts 
store has moved into the once grubby plaza on Rainier 
between 56TH and  57TH Ave So.  In general there is way 
too much litter on the sides of the streets and in empty 
lots. It is distressing. More organized neighborhood 
cleanups PLEASE.    Seattle Police Detective Cookie 
Boulin’s Urban Youth chess club is on Sat. at the Libray. 
That is a wonderful resource.

Many infrastructure improvements to revitalize. Library, 
four schools, beer sheva park, mayes creek walkway, 
sewer lines, boat ramp, henderson improvements, public 
housing, safeway rebuild, QFC/Saar/Riteaid rebuild, 
wayfinding.

housing values have gone way up and back down.   
Development seems to have been good, the new stuff 
still looks nice, crime seems about the same.  Rainier/
Henderson intersection seems a little better - fewer scary 
people hanging around.

The improvements to Henderson St.  have made it nicer 
to walk on.  This is nice but the neighborhood is still not 
safe enugh for waking to/from the train station late at 
night.  Also the walk if to far for many of the people in our 
neighborhood.  Walks greater then 1/2 mile are to long 
for young children, elderyl, and the disabled.  There are 
not any good bus or shuttle routs to the station at this 
time.  The busses on Henderson make it a disorginized 
and hectic.  It is hard to drive on and the lanes are not 
well adhered to.  Also the changes in resedents in there 
neighborhood is distrubing.  The number of black families 
are decreasing and many houses are empty.

Columbia City is much improved  (retail and residential)  
Increasing lack of parking is now a problem.  The city of 
Seattle is clearly not in the business of parking.

Our neighborhood has become more welcoming 
and friendly.  We feel a sense of community with our 
neighbors.  Two drug houses that were here when we 
moved in (1994) are gone thanks to community effort.  
We meet regularly as a community to discuss isssues of 
concern.
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Beer Sheva park has toys that make the playground much 
more used. The library has improved, the Mapes Creek 
Walkway has had art added. Pritchard Beach has brought 
back lifeguards.

Big box stores, smaller chain stores and supermarkets 
have move out. Residents are concerned about ongoing 
gang and drug activity.

More gunfire; pedestrial safety issues at Rainier & 
Henderson and Rainier and Rose.  But also new school 
construction and new housing along Henderson.  Rainier 
Ave. from Columbia City to Rainier Beach continues to 
be a mostly sad and depressing stretch of neighborhood:  
garbage, abandoned businesses and buildings, empty 
lots.  But then again, Rainier Fitness Center is a bright 
spot as is some new businesses in the area such as Cafe 
Vignole.

Been a large growth in population and housing, bringing 
with it more diversity and activity, good and bad. Lots of 
neighbor hood plans have sprouted up due to the lack of 
city’s intervention with the violence general lack of care in 
the local areas. The suspicious activities are more subtle 
but still relevant. I love the area and neighbor hoods and 
businesses and restaurants (tons a great asian eating 
establishments and grocery stores).

Since I’ve been here (4 months) the light rail opened 
and the city has broken ground on Rainier Vista. The 
anticipated light riail driven development ‘boom’ didn’t 
happen as planned but is showing signs that it is coming 
back. The Safeway on Othello recently decided to not 
shut down but to put $3m into improving it, keeping our 
neighborhood a walking one.

Gentrification is a major issue as well as leaders with no 
understanding of our community implementing changes 
that our not beneficial to our daily way of life.

Crime is high, the feeling of safety is low, and the city 
seems to have failed to come to terms with crime’s 
impact on the rest of the planning objectives and the 
quality of life in the community.

There have been definite improvements with Light Rail, 
the Library enhancement, and Kubota Gardens. Thank 
you.  But there is still a distressing level of crime, littering, 
loitering, houses that are not maintained (garbage in the 
yards, fences falling apart, houses falling apart), all of 
which makes us feel unsafe, brings our property values 
down, and makes our neighborhood shabby and less 
appealing. My major concern is with safety, specifically 
for women. Lighting needs to be improved, and the 
City of Seattle should work with Metro to increase the 
frequency of buses (and MORE POLICE patrols) so that 
women are not standing waiting for buses for more than 
10 minutes. We have had rapes at bus stops (a woman 
dragged away from the bus stop on Henderson and 
another one where the man followed the woman home), 
and attacks on women who were waiting for buses in a 
nearby neighborhood. So many cities provide a much 
more frequent bus service; we need to as well. I don’t live 
near the Light Rail, so the bus is still my main mass transit 
option (the #106). I have seen a man cut a woman’s 
face on the 106, a girl beaten (literally stomped) in the 
aisle by 4 other girls, a man robbed, and various other 
crimes. I have been personally sexually harassed on the 
bus multiple times. If you really want to make Seattle 
a green city, you need to make mass transit safer and 
more appealing. The contrast between the filthy Metro 
buses and the Sound Transit buses is striking. Sound 
Transit is much more pleasant to ride, and the routes 
I have ridden seem to have a much higher frequency. 
Frequency not only translates to a higher level of safety, 
it also translates to a higher level of convenience which 
encourages increased usage. If someone rides the bus 
for the first time, and it’s late so that they just miss their 
connection to the next bus and have to wait 30 minutes 
to catch the next one, that experience may discourage 
them from riding and encourage them back into their 
car. This happens to me on a weekly basis. I keep riding 
most of the time, because I’m committed to reducing 
my impact on the environment; but with everything I’ve 
seen on the bus and at bus stops, and the inconvenience 
I experience daily, I sometimes wonder why I do it.  In 
addition to preventing assaults on women, other crimes 
are also a big concern--drug deals, home invasions, 
robberies, gang violence, etc. We need MORE POLICE in 
this neighborhood. We need to create an environment 
where crime is not tolerated and doesn’t thrive.  Another 
concern is the excessive speeding in my neighborhood. 
We need more traffic circles to discourage drivers from 
using residential streets to speed along despite children, 
pets, and pedestrians whose safety is compromised. 57th 
and Gazelle would be a good place for a traffic circle; we 
have one at 57th and Norfolk, but people still use 57th as 
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a speedway down to Roxbury.  Is there an effective way 
to prevent littering and dog waste on sidewalks and in 
yards (from dogs that aren’t ours)? We all clean up after 
people and dogs, but it is a never-ending battle. If the 
city knows ways that have prevented it happening in the 
first place, it would be great to have these resources/
recommendations for our neighborhood.  We need 
to make our neighborhood safer, more convenient 
(improved transit), and more aesthetically pleasing.

some commercial development along Rainier, additional 
multi-family buildings along Henderson between Rainier 
& MLK, new South Shore K-8 & South Lake High School. 
Light rail... my residential neighborhood (Upper Rainier 
Beach) has not changed much.

In the 7 years since buying a house in rainier beach, rainier 
beach lacks a city center of active business (ei coffee 
shops, retail,).

We’ve seen great improvements in the library, the 
Henderson street lighting, the light rail station and some 
newer constructed townhomes and apartments.  We 
have also battled with lots of crime that appears to be 
increasing and regularly hear gun shots.  There is lots of 
poverty.  Lots of violence.  It often feels like this area is 
forgotten.

In the 4.5 years I’ve lived in the neighborhood, crime and 
traffic congestion have increased. I believe the traffic 
will redistribute now that the light rail construction is 
complete in our area. With the downturn in the economy, 
I expect property crime will continue to rise. In the last 
month, a drug dealer has started doing business on the 
corner across from my house.

Light rail has come into the area, we have a new bike 
path, a new library, new schools, and plans for a new 
community center.      There are new apartments coming 
up, new townhouses, and new projects planned.

There has been a decrease in road traffic since the lanes 
were restriped to include one lane in each direction and 
a center turn lane.  However, the road south of 51st st 
toward Renton is in terrible condition with multiple pot 
holes, washed away lane dividers and ugly center lane 
barricades.  The city is spending resources of time and 
money to continually replace barricade markers due to 
cars running into them.

Gang activity is worse.

Safer roads

I see slow improvement.  Areas get cleaned up and the 
probs simply move a little further out - getting pushed 
southbound.

Yes, very much so.

There have been several changes in the last nine years. 
Light rail has brought changes, it has helped connect 
the south east end of the city to the city center. The 
economic climate has brought difficulty to the area. 
There are several new small business ventures like the 
Rainier Beach Health Center and a couple of restaurants, 
but in general, the business climate is not great. Owners 
are struggling along the Rainier corridor between the 
Rainier Beach city limit and Othello. There are abandoned 
areas and businesses and drug trafficking and open 
prostitution is a huge problem. The past year has brought 
a sudden upswing in violent crime and gang warfare. 
We desperately need economic develoment and an 
innovative youth program strategy that reaches the 
area’s children early through the teenage years.

The first six months we lived in our house, there were 
4 homicides within a .5 mile radius from our house and 
nightly instances of gun shots.  That situation has abided, 
somewhat, but there is still a constant presence of 
street crime i.e. drugs and prostitution in the immediate 
vicinity of Othello and Rainier.  There have been few 
“improvements” to the business community along 
Rainier south of Columbia City to Othello and very little 
improvements in the way of options for multi-family 
housing and rentals for folks who work downtown.

Rehab of apt bldgs, along Henderson, including SHA 
seizure of terrible slumlord properties. QFC came 
and went saying they couldn’t make enough $ in the 
neighborhood. Safeway wiped out 15 small businesses 
so they could put in a gas station. Many more young 25-
40 year olds moving into the neighborhood (excellent) 
Rezones accomplished in the village (good). Repair of 
Henderson St (City, KIng County and maybe Sound 
Transit is patchworked and shoddy looking- and too 
many people trying to take credit for improvements to 
Henderson (Marginal at best) People are using the train, 
and kids are playing in the plaza adjacent (good) Medical 
clinic (new construction) coming to the Beach Square will 
improve the corner. Merchants still struggling. Landlords 
still taking rent, not improving much.
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I haven’t lived in the neighborhood long, but Light Rail 
is a big change for the positive. Businesses seem to be 
slowing growing, coming into the neighborhood. Lots of 
new housing around the station!

the ‘hood has improved...park improvements, street 
improvements, etc.    less crime overall

More elders have passed away; thus homes are turning 
over to younger families.    Although some economic 
development has occurred - Safeway, RB Library - crime 
is still a problem.  And there are still enough vacant lots 
or signs of neglect to create an impression of a place 
inviting to crime.    Traffic control has improved along 
Rainier Avenue heading south.  Before the two lane setup 
and islands it was a drag strip, very dangerous.    There 
seems to be more density and it feels multicultural in 
makeup - this is a good thing.  But the mix of affordable 
housing and urban dweller doesn’t seem to be working.  
There’s a forced gentrification that isn’t seen [for 
example] in Madrona or the Central District.     Schools in 
our immediate neighborhood are some of the worst in 
the city - they seem to have decayed in the last ten years 
- and this has a ripple effect throughout the community.  
There should be better coordination between city 
planning and the school district to create high quality of 
living which includes good schools in the neighborhood.

We’ve been in this neighborhood for two years and have 
seen a few changes.  I like what is happening near the 
Community Center.  Adding art into the neighborhood 
has also been an improvement (sculpture at each end of 
Ranier Beach).

Light rail is now operating, bus service has expanded. 
Redevelopment of many buildings has occurred, for the 
better.

Corridor behind Saars, between Henderson and Rainier 
was paved. Many Henderson apartments have been 
rebuilt. Rebuilt or remodeled: Rainier Beach library, 
Safeway, Rainier Beach High football field, Southshore 
high/middle school, the New School. More lighting has 
been installed.

Appearances have improved but there is still too much 
crime -- theft, loitering, graffiti.  I would like safer and 
more attractive options for bicyclists and pedestrians.

Higher property values, greater divide between haves and 
have-nots.

Yes, there are many more “rental” homes available now, 
which I find very sad. Rental property is not well kept like 
home ownership property is. The home owners property 
values go down.

I have noticed positive changes with the remodeling 
of neighborhood businesses. There is a decline with 
the maintenance of schools and parks. There are 
opportunties to utilize the local schools to build 
mentorship programs and tutoring centers. As a working 
professional and part-time college teacher, I have 
numerous skills I would like to share with the local youth. 
There should be a plan to utilize existing residents and 
align them with community centers to help keep local 
youth on a positive path.

Yes, limited.  Hope light rail will accellerate change.  Not 
much new business/retail, need some.  Lot of building at 
community center/ new school.  New Safeway.  No QFC.      
Where’s my coffee store?

It hasn’t.

Yes, and we would like to encourage that the changes 
continue along their present course. Most important: 
public safety (too much theft and gang violence in 
our neighborhood), continue to improve and expand 
Kubota Garden (what drew us to buy a house in this 
neighborhood - it is a SUPERB garden and asset), and 
continue to work on traffic calming (especially a rotary on 
Renton and 51st). The neighborhood is clearly changing 
for the better and we are very loyal to it.

We purchased a home in the Rainier Valley when the 
housing market was sky-rocketing and development was 
a promising sign of improvements to the community.  
Now, the majority of the houses on our block that are 
for sale are in foreclosure, and the promising feeling of 
5 years ago has vanished.  Lightrail has brought some 
hope back, but in general, we feel our neighborhood 
is a dumping ground for poor people in need of 
social services.  The new buildings that erected in our 
neighborhood the past year include Sasaki Commons, a 
transitional housing development for homeless/very poor, 
and Hope Place, a transitional housing development for 
hundreds of women and children.  While it’s nice to see 
run down lots developed into something more attractive 
looking, it is unfortunate that it is all for low-income 
residents.  Why don’t you spread these developments out 
more evenly throughout the city?
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Light rail and more businesses along Rainier Ave. S and 
Seward Park. MLK has improved since light rail has 
moved in.

Not much. Two new traffic circles.

Rainier Beach has changed a great deal since my family 
moved here in 1994. When we moved, there were 
two drug houses on our street, abadoned houses and 
overgrown empty lots. Our street now has new houses, 
and those two drug houses are gone. We have annual 
summer block parties, holiday sing alongs, etc.  We 
have awesome neighbors the best we’ve ever had. 
Many of them have become friends. Our children have 
made good friends here. now, The New School were our 
youngest daughter attended has changed the landscape 
for good upper level schools in this neighborhood in the 
near future. The New School at South Shore has a new 
campus, as does South Lake High School--where the 
historically neglected program finally has a nice home. 
Transportation is easier, and the light rail enhances 
everything. When we moved here there were no good 
cafes, coffee shops or even grocery stores. We did most 
of our shopping in the areas near our jobs. We bought 
our beautiful 1918 Craftsman home for a song, and it has 
appreciated enourmously, even with the bubble breaking 
this year.

Great to have the light rail so close but safety and 
crime is a big issue in our area.  the Mapes walkway is 
infested with troubled teens.  The appartments behind 
the walkway bordering Seward Park and Henderson 
has cleaned up a bit and the park has felt relatively safe.  
Overall, its a great neighborhood but there is a lot of 
concern about speeding, crime, and safety.

Not much change in the 3 years since I purchased my 
home in Rainier Beach.

Move-outs and foreclosures have changed the character 
of Rainier Beach. More white, higher income folks have 
moved into houses on our street.   The parks and libraries 
are nicer.   Graffiti and crime are still a problem, and the 
bus terminal and Mapes Creek walkway seem to be a 
gathering place for sketchy people.

Is been changing little by little

Revamp of Holly Park into New Holly  Light Rail

QFC left and that was a travesty. Safeway has been 
updated. However, with Safeway, there has been the 
urban mentality of locking the entrance near Starbucks.     
Overall, there seems to be urban renewal and area is 
cleaning up

We have seen some great improvements in Rainier 
Beach, and also some resistence to improvement from 
the city.  The new library, new schools, light rail stations, 
and real estate improvements along Henderson have 
added to the liveability of the neighborhood.  The new 
schools have also contributed (South Lake High School 
and South Shore K-8).    I would still like to see street 
beautification along Rainier between Henderson and 
Seward Park Ave. S.  I would like to see residential speed 
limits reduced to 20 MPH, install sidewalks or clean up 
sidewalks in all residential areas of the neighborhood, 
and install more cross walks on Rainier and Renton Ave. 
S. to make this neighborhood more pedestrian friendly.  I 
would like to see a bike lane on Renton Ave. S.      Lastly, 
crime (hearing gunshots) is the biggest problem with 
this neighborhoods liveability.  Rainier Beach is mostly 
populated by families with children, and is the primary 
reason we enjoy living here, but my son has asked that 
we move because hearing gunfire is scary.  I would like 
to see more Metro Police at the transit centers and more 
Seattle Police along the Rainier corridor, especially in 
the area of the Safeway parking lot.  Their visibility is a 
deterrant to some of the anti-social behavior that occurs 
along this corridor.    My dream is that someday....  .....
there is a cafe with outdoor tables and a bookstore on 
Rainier Ave.--a place I can walk to and hang out at on a 
Saturday morning.  ....the big empty lot on Raineir next to 
McDonalds is used for a P-Patch and a farmer’s market.  
....an organic grocery store moves in walking distance 
from my house.

Light Rail has been completed....the New School will be 
done soon & I’ve seen Henderson St improve.

play ground at behr sheva, new library both great for 
families  light rail

I can see improvement in public areas but there is still 
a lack of police presence and I still regularly see drug 
activity in broad daylight.

The neighborhood appears to be a bit more cleaned up. 
It seemed safer a few years ago but that doesn’t seem as 
true now.
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With the exception of Light Rail being constructed 
along the western boundary of the Urban Village and 
the contruction of two new schools, the Rainier Beach 
commercial core has not changed much.   Strong schools 
and efficient transportation options are cornerstones 
of a thriving neighborhood.  Unfortunately, at this 
point in time, private investment has not followed.  
The SHA has purchased and renovated a few derelict 
apartment buildings along S Henderson and the new 
buildings look great.  SEED has improved the Lake 
Washington Apartments’ grounds.  It appears, based on 
the demographic data provided in the Seattle Planning 
Commission Report, that the economics in Rainier 
Beach do not support attracting private investment.  In 
summary, the change that has taken place has been 
driven by the public and non-profit sector.

I was pleased to see Safeway build their new store, 
and very sorry to see QFC leave the neighborhood. I 
am thrilled to have Rainier Health and Fitness, as this 
is a much needed service. I am happy to see the new 
Community Center and Middle School on Rainier and 
Henderson. I hope we can attract more students to 
Rainier Beach High. I am grateful Light Rail is now 
running, and so glad not to have the heavy traffic on 
Rainier Ave that we endured during the building of Light 
Rail. There appears to be more smaller businesses along 
Rainier Ave, but I don’t frequent them. I have seen high 
density housing units going up east of Rainier near Rose, 
I think it is, and hopefully those will be good for the 
community.

The main change is a sad one - crime has gotten much 
worse over the last year. We’ve had our cars broken into 
in our driveway 3 times in the last 3 months, and seen 
police cars and ambulances on our street dealing with a 
crime issue on a weekly basis.    The light rail has brought 
some positive effects. I like the art and the signage. It’s 
all very classy.    The Rainier Beach Community Center 
and the library have seen very nice improvements, as has 
the Chief Sealth trail. We love Kubota Gardens, which is 
always very well maintained.

I would say our neighborhood has improved.  The RB 
library is awesome!  Rainier & Henderson is looking a lot 
better.  There are some new stores, and light rail is finally 
here.  But we also have an increase in violent crime, and a 
decrease in affordable housing.  Long-time RB residents 
are moving out of the city, chasing cheaper rents.

The neighborhood itself has not changed very much.  The 
major, most notable change is the Central Link Light Rail 
system that recently opened.  Crime is still prevalent in 
neighborhoods, the broken window theory is still alive, 
police are not proactive in patrolling the areas.  It’s like 
these same people that commit the same crimes are 
allowed to do so.  I’ve heard many people over the years 
in conversations saying they do not feel safe walking 
in the neighborhood; not even to get to the Light Rail 
station.  They’d rather continue driving or taking the 
bus they regularly take (although there will be a major 
service change coming in September with King County 
Metro).      I find this to be very sad because through the 
years, I’ve seen many neighborhoods change for the 
better, for example Beacon Hill and Columbia City.  The 
businesses are thriving in the area and people come and 
go freely because they feel safe.  That’s not the vibe here 
in the Rainier Beach area.  Illegal dumping is on almost 
every block (you’ll see lots of trash/furniture littered 
on sidewalks), we still have NO sidewalks or curbs on 
majority of the neighborhood blocks.  I am saddened 
and frustrated when I see kids, teenagers, and young 
adults out there being ignorant and rude, the same way 
it was 10 years ago.  It’s frustrating because it seems 
we can’t grow beyond this and move towards a being 
a better community, and having mutual respect for our 
neighbors.  It’s almost like people have given up on this 
neighborhood.  When people that don’t live in the area 
hear the words “Rainier Beach” they either think it’s a 
joke or a place they’d never even contemplate moving to.

Almost nothing has changed.  I do like the new library, 
and the walk from the light rail station to Henderson is 
pleasant.  But then you get to Henderson & Rainier and 
see the drugs changing hands there all the way to Rose.  
It’s the same old place, and I can’t see how that’s going to 
change soon.

Our neighborhood is welcoming and friendly now. 
When we first moved there fourteen years ago, there 
were two drug houses on our street, undeveloped lots, 
and not many activities for youth (i.e. organized sports, 
clubs, etc.) There were no good grocery stores, or good 
places to shop. We shopped in Renton or in my work 
neighborhood(Capital Hill). Henderson and Rainier was 
very threatening at night and even in the day at times, 
with youth hanging around, looking suspiciously up 
to trouble. The traffic was not well managed, frequent 
speeding on Rainier down by Henderson. The elementary 
public school choices were limited until The New 
School@South Shore.
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A lot of people are moving to the South King County like 
Auburn, Kent, Renton or Federal Way because it is getting 
too expensive to live in this community. The drug and 
crime activities in this community seem to calmed down 
a bit even so it is still not as safe as compare to other 
communities.

It’s changed a lot in the year and half I’ve lived here. Old 
ugly buildings were torn down and new ones are in the 
process to be built. I remodeled a house that we bought, 
and noticed a few others doing the same, which makes 
the neighborhood look better.

Urban decay and higher incidents of violent crime.

Gang activity and crime has increased.

+ Light rail finally running  + Handful of newly built houses 
(though mostly empty)  - More crime (no longer shop in 
the neighborhood -- safer to drive elsewhere to shop).  - 
More empty houses  - More noise (light rail bells are really 
annoying)

The biggest change has been the addition of light rail.  
There are some definite benefits to it, including recent 
improvements and new developments such as those near 
Othello Station.  Unfortuntely without designated park 
and rides, most of the residents in my area do not have 
easy and quick access to it.

I’ve only lived in this area since February of 2009.  As 
such, I have experienced a few changes, including the 
implementation of light rail, various new business 
openings and have heard of various neighborhood 
activities (though haven’t attended thus far).  It’s my 
sense that this is a very diverse community, with lots of 
room for growth, especially from a safety perspective.  
It’s amazing (and somewhat sad) the personal safety level 
between one block (Rainier Ave vs. Seward Park Ave).

The crime has gotten worse, the kids have nothing to do 
in the Valley but hang out and shoot each other  people 
are afraid to walk around without being attacked.  I don’t 
see it getting any better

Improvements have been coming over the 22 years I 
have lived & had a business here. It is sad to see that the 
education level has gone down.

More crime, less interest by city officials

Haven’t seen much change

Lt Rail system, seems like crime (violent) has increased 
along with gang activity

I do not know - have lived there only 8 years

The area as a whole appears to be stagnate at times, then 
appears to decline.  The area business are all the same - 
beauty/nail salons, very USED vehicles, or FAR too many 
asian cuisine restaurants.  NO true variety.

I’ve only been around the last 3 years, but the link light 
rail stop is a great help. The neighborhood seems to be 
attracting buyers who can maintain their home, which is 
nice for other homeowners. However, commercial areas 
such as mini-marts and grocery stores still need a great 
deal of help.

Few businesses are “visit” worthy... most look/act seedy/
illigitimate. We refuse to go into the business areas 
at night due to questionable folks hanging around 
storefronts and parking lots.  Neighborhood is not 
walkable... too many scary individuals walking/standing/
driving around.  The entire neighborhood feels unsafe 
- sounds of screaming, racing and gun shots are too 
common.

the good:  people buying homes and taking care of 
them.  Strong community activism and leaders.  Good 
neighbors looking out for each other.  Development along 
the light rail corridor is great.    the bad:  crime.  It seems 
that “property crimes” have not declined and we still are 
advised to “harden” our homes.  This makes for a fearful 
and distrustful community and not a strong one.

I’ve worked at Graham Hill Elementary for about 3 yrs.  
I’d like to see better maintainance of the big hill leading 
up to the school.  It’s dangerous in the winter.  They 
sometimes unload the kids at the bottom of the hill and 
make them walk up to school - with spotty supervision.

Better transportation options. Some improvement to 
local infrastructure.

Sidewalks are a mess. Not a ped friendly area. Crime still 
a major issue

The only significantly noticeable change is the link light 
rail station.

I’ve noticed improvements at the library, on the Chief 
Sealth Trail, and at Beersheeva Park.  There are some new 
Sharrows also.
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The public land has improved. We need more trees. It 
is the private land that brings down the area. I wish we 
could inspire people to care about this area.

The glimmers of prosperity and business development 
that attracted us to this area have dimmed or been 
shuttered.  Every day I drive by a newly closed small 
business.  The promise of “Beach Square” seems 
highly suspect, given our current environment.  The 
development across from the RB Safeway at about 
Rainier and 56th (the new medical center at the old 
“Outreach” community center) seems stalled.  The only 
businesses that seem to be attracted to this area are 
auto parts shops and pay day loan/pawn services.      Talk 
of education “being a building block of the future” 
has turned out to be just talk, with the most notable 
developments in this arena since our arrival being 
the attempted closure of RBHS and the continued 
consolidation of other primary schools.  A SPD budget 
shortfall that represents a mere fraction of the cost 
overruns on the transportation projects around the city 
has brought our school system to its knees.      The only 
bright spot is the construction of a new “New School”, 
although it has been placed next to the city’s alternative 
high school and across the street from the hottest gang 
hang out in Seattle.  Therefore despite the pleasing 
shiny new exterior, I hardly consider this an appropriate 
location for a six year old to attend school.  My family 
does not plan to stay long, we have the luxury of leaving 
and we will be doing so at our earliest opportunity.      
Improvements that we’ve noticed are the nice, “window 
dressing” kind of improvements that get somebody a 
pat on the back-foot paths and greenery improvements.  
Hardly delivery on the promises of any real economic 
development for this area.  And as for Light Rail, after 
talking to business owners in CC, the heralded foot traffic 
has yet to materialize.  Until crime is under control in RB, 
foot traffic between MLK and Rainier is a moot point.  
Who would walk around this part of town on foot?    I am 
convinced that this area will see better times.  Just not in 
time for me or my family.

I am surprised to learn that the portion of Rainier Beach 
that I live in doesn’t fall int the neighborhood which is 
very concerning for me and my fellow neighbors. How 
can this be changed?

The area around MLK and Light rail has changed for the 
positive.

Although some improvements have occurred (such as 
the new library and Henderson improvements), it is still 
a blighted area with gang activity, trash and ugliness.  I 
don’t see the impact of any City planning.

I have been in the area for two years. The only major 
change I’ve seen is the new light rail. Also, Pizzeria 
Pulcinella is now open. It’s a cute place where you 
can count on seeing people you know from the 
neighborhood. One of few neighborhood gathering 
places within walking distance of my house in Upper 
Rainier Beach. I have also appreciated seeing some of 
the new construction on Henderson between the light 
rail station and Rainier. I feel somewhat safer walking 
between MLK and Rainier on Henderson at night now, 
though still not very safe.

cleaner

I’ve seen improvements in the public areas around 
Henderson St. (library, walkway, new track at RBHS, 
new playground at Beer Shiva Park, new grocery 
store buildings, improvements to Lake Washington 
apartments.)  Visually the area has improved.  My 
perception of crime, especially gang related crime, is 
that it has increased.  Though it appears more attractive 
to walk around, I feel less safe as I hear and read about 
shootings.

There have been a number of physical changes; 
improvements at Kubota Gardens, library expansion, 
the entry and demise of QFC, a new Safeway, school 
construction, fire station construction, and of course, 
light rail. I was hoping for changes in other ways- a 
decrease in crime, development of a commercial business 
center a la Columbia City, and road improvements.

Light Rail, some large corporate business moving in such 
as Safeway and Starbucks

Safety has increased somewhat in our immediate area. 
We call the police much less than we used to when we 
moved here 7 years ago. Several of the houses closest to 
us are now owner-occupied.

No
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The Rainier Beach - Seattle Public Library received a great 
update for which I am very grateful as I use the library 
extensively.  We endured a long construction period for 
the Light Rail and the “Rainier Beach” (previously called 
Henderson) stop was created.  I haven’t been on the Light 
Rail yet as it just opened to the public but my husband 
and daughter have ridden once so far.  My husband says 
there is no park and ride available at the Rainier Beach 
stop so we aren’t sure how you would carry all your 
luggage when taking it to the airport (in the future).  Also 
the sidewalk along Renton Ave (from the intersection of 
51st and Renton) where we would walk is often covered in 
grasss and weeds so it’s not easy to use, especially when 
it’s rainy.  The Kubota Gardens received a new entrance 
which looks great and a disabled stroll garden which 
includes a pond.

lots of investment in taking out old housing tracts (new 
holly, rainier vista) and replacing them with better 
housing.  it seems that either information about crime 
and violence is better or there has been more crime and 
violence in this neighborhood.  i believe there has been 
more grass roots efforts to make the neighborhood a 
better place.

I have lived in the neighborhood for three years. I don’t 
believe the neighborhood has changed for the better 
much in that time. The light rail has just opened, but 
there hasn’t seemed to be any effect on Rainier Beach 
yet. Other than that, gang activity has been on the rise 
and Rainier Beach has in general felt less safe.

Felt a decline even in the last 3 years I’ve lived here. The 
street is noisier, louder, there seems to be a lot more 
unrest. There have been lovely improvements with Chief 
Stealth trail and the light rail but the neighborhood still 
seems to be facing an uphill climb.

The crime rate has decreased over the last 11 years...
however it does seem to be on the upswing. I would say 
that the housing stock and commercial business have 
physically declined...the building don’t look as nice. There 
are more empty store fronts. The public spaces like parks 
and the library have improved dramatically.

The last 10 years seems like things have been going 
downhill. The light rail is a very welcome addition, and I 
like some of the construction i’ve seen, like the bike paths 
and sidewalks, but it seems like the criminal element, 
which decreased 15 years ago, is back up on the rise.

Crime has increased dramatically in Upper Rainier 
Beach since we moved here.  Young thugs roam the 
neighborhood with backpacks on searching out homes 
where residents are at work.  I have photographed these 
criminals and provided detailed descriptions to local 
police, whom ignore my emails (this is a typical response 
for SE precinct police).    Police 911 responses are slow or 
non-responsive.  One time I called when seven African 
American youths and young men were in my backyard 
at night.  No officer showed up at all.  I had to barricade 
my doors to protect my family from whatever threat 
existed.    Abandoned and broken down cars sit on the 
neighborhood streets for weeks with no action from 
parking enforcement.    Some citizens park derelict cars 
on lawns with no action from the city after reports are 
made.  Several streets look like junkyards or war zones.    
Pit Bull dogs run wild and have attacked my dog while 
walking on a leash.  We now have to walk our dog armed 
with a club to beat the Pit Bulls when they approach.  The 
3rd grade girl next door was backed down her driveway 
and cornered by a pit bull last month.  Animal Control 
officers only issue warnings; they never remove the 
offending animals.  The pit bull that attacked our dog 
jumped a five foot high fence and ripped a hole in my 
dog’s throat.  It cost us several hundred dollars to have 
our pet treated.  We reported the attack yet the dog still 
remains resident at the home.  We fear walking down 
that street as a result of this incident.    An 80 year old 
woman two blocks away was the victim of a break in an 
attempted robbery two weeks ago.  The young African 
American youth who broke in was chased by several 
neighbors who heard the woman’s screams at night.  The 
perpetrator was never apprehended.    These stories are 
typical of daily life here in Upper Rainier Beach.  Residents 
are developing a “fortress mentality” and (judging by the 
response to the break in at the elderly woman’s house) 
assuming a vigilante mentality.

I have been here three years. I have noticed few changes, 
other than in actual infrastructure, i.e. the installation 
of the light rail, etc. There does seem to be a decrease 
in public safety, at least in my part of the neighborhood, 
with burglaries, shootings, and assaults happening more 
often. It is hard to find out if actual numbers support this 
perception, but I hear it from neighbors a lot.

Business decline; crime increase

Yes, Has become more diverse.
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New School/Southshore will be moving into the new 
neighborhood; an increased Latino population; new 
auto parts store; light rail; the discontinuation of the 
Rt#42 through Rainier View; the closure of Rainier View 
Elementary, and increased parking and dealing at the 
dead end of our block.  Since Rainier View elementary 
school was closed, the neighborhood has seen more 
break-ins.  The playground is a central gathering site for 
neighborhood children, but the grounds are not well 
kept.  We have tried to clean up litter, but there is always 
shattered glass on the playground making it unsafe for 
kids to ride their bikes.

Light rail, and associated improvements have opened. 
Library has been updated. Two new schools are being 
built/have been built. Community Center is slated to be 
rebuilt. Crime & gang violence has started to increase the 
last few years.

Yes,  Crime and Gang Activity has sky-rocketed.   The 
public schools are still not a viable option if your family 
has dreams of a college education thier children.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most pleased about?
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The light rail is convenient and easy.

We love the investments that the city has made. Thank you

The Henderson - Seward Park Ave. stretch of Rainier Ave S is improving, with the library updated, new school buildings, 
walkways, etc.  There have been amazing improvements on MLK JR Way in conjunction with the light rail. The roadway 
and businesses look good (except the horrible run down Safeway).

I like the fact that upper rainier beach is connected to columbia city via the 7 bus, and want to see that continue.  the 
light rail is great, but not a great way for us to get to columbia city.  my husband commutes to the cc/seward park area 
via that bus and the light rail would not work for that commute, because of the distance of our house from the light rail 
and the light rail stop from his work.

Our library gets used A LOT. All of the computers are full. I was surprised that this is not the case in other communities. 
Maybe they should expand the computers and even add onto library. It’s one place where there is peace and a sense of 
community for kids and adults.

other things respondents are pleased about:
• we seem to be a destination now.
• Diversity of demographic-  I like that 
Rainier Beach is home to such a broad 
range of ethnicities, backgrounds, etc.
• The sense of community that is now 
developing
• light rail, cops removing abandoned cars 
quickly
• Excellent neighbors

• swimming pool
• My blockwatch is active. I need to get 
re-involved.

• diverse neighborhood/good neighbors/
property value
• SHA rehab of apt buildings on Henderson
• The MLK area.
• my neighborhood and neighbors
• schools

• lack of police where you need them
• diversity
• Recycling initiatives
• I am happy about Link Light Rail, but it 
isn’t nearby for me.
• KUBOTA GARDEN!!!!!!
• small pockets of gentrification
• none
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The improvements at Kubota Gardens and Beer Sheva 
park are appreciated and utilized. Same for the reborn 
Rainier Beach library. Looking forward to a revitalized 
community center. The “new” Safeway was a major 
improvement; I refused to shop at the old building.

Kubota is BEAUTIFUL, and such a treasure in this 
neighborhood. Keep up the enhancements to this lovely 
park.

The library update and Sound Transit have been 
wonderful, well thought out additions to the area.

Multiple transit providers have invested in the 
neighborhood.  a tad bit more coordination at the 
community level is warranted.     Add schools to the public 
facilities element

I work full time and am a bus commuter.  The great access 
to public transportation in Rainier Beach allows us to 
remain a one car family.  The Light Rail will allow us faster 
access to downtown shopping rather than DRIVING to 
South Center.    I’m an avid reader and LOVE, LOVE, LOVE 
the Seattle Public Library system.

Glad to see the light rail come in.  The only trick is it feels 
out of the way and hard to get to.  Not a friendly walk 
down Henderson, at least not yet.

the light rail is a wonderful addition and the bus service in 
the area is outstanding.

Housing is still relatively affordable in this area, but that 
will change if crime continues to rise.  Seward Park and 
Pritchard Beach (inc. the wetlands) are the best thing this 
area has going for it.

The Rainier Beach Library has been a very welcome 
addition.

We have great parks, but criminal activities are really 
threatening our use of these assets.

Keep up the good, hard work on Kubota Garden. It has 
the power to transform the neighborhood.   The ethnic 
diversity here is also inspiring and a treasure.

Great Library, nice parks

want to see some development at light rail station.  
Would not object to a park and ride south of the station 
on MLK.

The library has been upgraded but not the community 
center.  Light rail of course will be a bonus.  There needs 
to be more retail right at the station area. Coffee shop.

I love that the New School is a beautiful building and is 
located along a main street so is visable. The Link Light 
Rail, but I hope it does not become dangerous to ride like 
the #7 buses on Rainier Avenue.

Chief Sealth trail and surrounding landscaping were an 
improvement. Columbia City’s gentrification has helped 
improve the Rainier Valley’s reputation.

Happy about the new Link Light rail.  Think we have a 
great public library, community center, and several great 
parks (Beer Sheva, Kubota Garden, etc.)

Light Rail is great just need to improve access from 
Skyway to Light Rail station; Bus 42 is inconsistent and 
limited frequency in peak hours make the commute 
longer than necessary.

The parks are well-planned out with areas for both 
toddlers and older kids. They seem to be well-maintained 
for the most part. The community center also offers many 
activities for people of all ages and abilities.

the Rainier Beach community center is in need to work, 
so I am glad it will be remodeled!

Light rail cut my commute time in half

Bus 7 isn’t the most friendliest and safe to ride but it’s 
pretty convenience.

Library is very nice.  The two schools appear to be an 
improvement.   It would have been good to up-grade 
Rainier Beach Community Center also.

The library is nice and attracts a diverse mix of residents.

Yay Light Rail!

Completion of light rail and Sealth trail are very nice.

I like the fact that I have several options for 
transportation. I am within walking distance of 5 bus 
routes and the light rail.
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It is wonderful to have light rail in our neighborhood. I 
hope to continue to see expansions and I would like to 
see the monorail incorporated into the light rail better. 
There should be a locals rate for the monorail so that it is 
a reasonable expansion  from the light rail to get to the 
Seattle Center. I would also like to see parking available at 
the Rainier Beach station. It is a great way to get to work, 
but when you get off at 11:30 and get home at midnight 
it is not safe to walk the mile home. If there were parking 
this issue would be resolved. I would also love to see the 
open creek mouth that has been planned in Beer Sheva 
park happen. It would greatly help with the soggy grass 
and add general appeal to the park as well as be salmon 
friendly, which was the original intent.

Rainier Beach is a beautiful part of the City of Seattle, 
visually and ethnically (which is why I moved here 30 
years ago), but the neighborhood is being allowed to fall 
into disrepair and disgrace.

The bus system is good. Great library.

The Park Dept. staff could be much more efficient.

I  like what the light rail money is doing for the public 
spaces in Rainier Beach.

The light rail corridor is a fantastic addition to the 
neighborhood.

The Light Rail is a nice addition.

The Rainier Beach Library branch is a bright spot.

We visit the library, pool, kubota garden.

Light rail is nice but anxious for it’s expansion to make 
it more convenient in my neighborhood.  Currently 1.5 
miles from the S Henderson Station.

I love  the open space along the Chief Sealth trail, as 
well as Kubota Gardens.  I am also a huge fan of the 25 
acre horse farm on Beacon Ave S, north of S Gazelle.  I’m 
very glad the city did not raise taxes/ water bills on that 
property, as it adds such a wonderful, country-feeling 
asthetic to our neighborhood.  I’m very pleased with the 
ease of transit also- Link is great, and the bus service is 
also very reliable.

Beautiful and inviting library.  While the neighborhood 
feels safer, it has a long way to go (lots of litter, poor 
lighting, underserved by police).  Light rail has arrived, 
but what about parking?

Light rail is the best

I love that Beer Sheva is a pesticide-free park, and 
look forward to having an improved bathroom in that 
park.    We are excited about the possibility of a new and 
improved community center/pool in a few years.

I love living near Kubota Gardens, Pritchard Beach, and 
Seward Park. Dead Horse Canyon is close to my home, 
but I rarely go there. I would only go if I had another adult 
with me, because it doesn’t feel safe. It would be great 
if Dead Horse Canyon had more parking, a port-o-potty, 
and a wider entrance area for gathering, maybe a picnic 
table?

The light rail has begun service and I expect that to have 
some positive effect on the neighborhood.

Beer Sheva Park, Kubota Gardens, and Dead Horse 
Canyon are wonderful resources.

I like the remodeling of Safeway and reutilization 
of existing older buildings and turning them into 
restaurants.

Light Rail’s arrival is a huge plus, although I’m concerned 
about the loss of the #48 bus and the lack of destinations 
outside of downtown.

Light rail will be great, so long as it doesn’t come at the 
cost of reduced bus service.  Keep the 42!  We live almost 
a mile from the Henderson station, so we need the bus 
too.

Light rail is good. Apartments in the area are being 
upgraded. Our neighborhood park has improved with 
community support, could be better. Community center 
is getting improvements. The community center needs a 
strong manager which has not been the case in the past.

The local library is nice, and the community center is 
undergoing upgrades which will improve it. I enjoy both 
nearby parks, though I seem to end up worrying after 
young children who have no parents in attendance. I 
happen to have the best neighbors ever, and they are the 
reason I’ve not yet moved from this area.
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Rainier Beach library is excellent

The Library is a bright light in dangerous area.

South Seattle is an undiscovered gem with Kubota 
gardens etc. Library is good, revitalization of community 
center also hopeful.

I’m pleased that I don’t have to travel far to go to the 
store and that there are a few restaurants/ fast food 
places in the area.

Light Rail is wonderful!

I’m really happy the Safeway on Othello is being 
remodeled and that a Ross just opened off Rainier next to 
the other Safeway. Also love the diversity in restaurants 
and how they’re all different and not chains.

Kubota Gardens is looking great, as is Beersheeva and the 
library.  Love the Light Rail.

link light rail - great  like the improvements to the park 
and boat launch (across from rainier beach high)  kubota 
is terrific

The renovated library is a plus.  The new playground at 
Beer Shiva park is well utilized.  Light rail is also great.

I love the way Kuboda Gardens has been beautified and 
growing!! Splended!  My former husband went to Rainier 
Beach with Mr. Kuboda’s 2 daughters in the mid 1960s!

I absolutely love Kubota Garden; it’s really one of the 
city’s greatest treasures. I also love Dead Horse Canyon, 
Beer Sheva and Seward Park (the last one isn’t in RB but 
close by). Housing is well-priced and I like the diversity. 
Light rail is definitely an improvement.

Love the new bike path and the new light rail.  Love the 
new schools, the new library.

Light rail is GREAT though with no curbs on side streets 
and consistant parking violations  - cars up on the 
sidewalk - it makes walking to the stations a chore and 
dangerous in dark.

Light Rail opening adds another option.  Good to see 
improvements to the neighborhood’s community focal 
points.

things are looking better

Mixed on transportation.

probably would put pleased in the parks and open space 
category but there are severe safety issues in using these 
spaces.

I am pleased to see the continuing support of the city and 
of some retailers to upgrade and make vital the various 
property areas in the RB urban village area.

Good to see Link come online; to see Rainier Avenue get 
better traffic control.  Good to see the Rainier Beach park 
maintained and improved along with other smaller parks 
in the area.

Lake WA Blvd., Seward Park and the public access to Lake 
Washington from Leschi all the way to Beer Sheva park 
make this area a gem.  New and established business 
along Willson such as PCC and Ideal Pet store, the coffee 
shop and restaurans  as well as Flying Squirrel Pizza in 
Genesse are great.

The 106 bus is my connection to the world. I am too far 
away from Henderson to be able to use the Light Rail.

The Rainier Beach community center is very utilized by 
our community and I am happy that it will be undergoing 
a major renovation! Light Rail is a progressive plan that 
sets the South End apart from North End neighborhoods.

Some of the new buildings near community center look 
impressive.

The new Light Rail station is exciting and will bring 
a lot of change to the neighborhood.   The upgraded 
playground and bathrooms at Beer Sheva/atlantic City 
are nice and draw families to the area.

We are fortunate to live near Pritchard Beach, Beer 
Sheva Park, Kubota Garden, and Seward Park, so the 
public parks nearby are great for recreation and leisure.  I 
marked “housing” and “public facilities” because of the 
many new buildings going up and renovations happening 
in our neighborhood.

We bought our house a 1 1/2 ago and love our property.  
We love the easy accesibilty to parks and lake.
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we bought near this neighborhood because of light rail 
and affordability, plus parks along the lake are nearby. 
we live between two libraries. we love all the multi-ethnic 
businesses in this neighborhood and hope that does not 
change. southcenter/renton offers this; we don’t need it 
in our small village area.

The light rail is fantastic.

I like the Chief Sealth Trail and the bike lanes on 51st Ave 
S.   I love that Kubota gardens is in our neighborhood.  
The Rainier Beach library and the Skyway libraries are 
great resources.  We mostly shop at PCC Seward Park, 
but we also shop at our Safeway.

I don’t care what plans the city HAD for light rail, while 
the reail line is great, there needs to be parking near the 
stations in our area.  Need business development around 
stations.

Bear Shiva park is a great community hub and is well 
maintained overall.  (Though the bathrooms are used 
during the day for prostitution when open, so I am glad to 
see they are regularly locked now).

I’m excited about the Kubota Garden expansion.

I like the light rail.

Parks are many and decently kept. Community 
Centers are growing. Transportation, especially the 
implementation of the Light Rail, has improved the 
commute, although the possibility of consolidated bus 
routes for the sake of saving money is disconcerting.

I am happy that light rail is in but find it very challenging 
to get to it. understand that stations are designed to be 
walkable or accessed by transit but many buses stop at 
henderson and rainer

We love Kubota Gardens and Dead Horse Canyon. We 
take people to these places all the time, and they are 
amazed these places are so unheard of outside our 
neighborhood.

Henderson Avenue is replacing apartments. Park across 
the street from Rainier Beach high School is nicer. Bike 
lane on Renton Avenue.

I can’t wait to see the new pool!

Light Rail! I know it’s because of the airport, but I’m really 
glad the first segment wasn’t downtown to the northend.

Ten years ago the library and parks were our best assets 
(plus the view and the people) We are an area that is 
majority owned by gov’t entities but the example to retail 
etc spaces does not carry over to business districts.

light rail will really open us up to downtown....excellent

I’m excited about Light Rail and happy to have the new 
South Shore K-8; I undersatnd the Community Center will 
be rebuilt and that’s great.

The parks provide an important and healthy place for 
residents to gather.  We need more areas like this.

Link rail is great, want to make sure good ground 
connections to station via bus is maintained. Kubota 
Gardens is true gem.

Such as it is - light rail is growth.  Does not improve my 
life in any way.  Won’t ease my commute or take me 
where I need to go.

I love the new library, the light rail line and station, and 
the Chief Sealth Trail. The new wayfinding signs along 
bike routes are really helpful; I would like to see more of 
them placed at intersections along the trail where trail 
users can connect with local business districts, the light 
rail station, etc. And although I don’t know a ton about it, 
it’s exciting to see the new construction at the community 
center making it more inviting.

New Holly is an improvement. Library upgraded.

The light rail station at Othello is a definite plus.    Happy 
to hear about plans for the Rainier Beach library and 
Community Center.

This appears to be the only area that ANY effort is 
being made, usually with the time and work of some 
local resident holding the torch for a long awaited 
improvement.

Despite some feeling that light rail is meant to kill all of us 
at grade, I love it!  The libraries are great.

park maintenance seems better
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I see things changing but not fast enough.

I love the light rail and our libraries are great.

I have appreciated the effort that has been put in to bring 
people together for positive change and community 
building - the blog, my gym (RHF) and housing.

The library is great.  Would like to see more well-kept 
community spaces.

This community has excellent communication with it’s 
neighborhood google spool

We love the neighborhood overall. Kubota is wonderful, 
and there are so many different kinds of people around. 
The neighborhoods are less crowded and trendy, and 
more affordable than other areas our friends live. I like 
being near the lake.

yeah for link light rail

need parking to access light rail for those who don’t live 
within walking distance of the stations

I like that there are many options for transportation.  
Variety of bus routes and now the new Link Light Rail 
system.

The opening of the light rail has been fantastic, it now 
only takes me a few short minutes to get to work in 
Pioneer Square. The stations are beautiful and hope that 
they remain clean and up-kept.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• public schools
• Condition of some roads, pick-up of items 
people dump in supposed secluded places.
• Property owners need to address run-
down buildings. Rainier Beach Community 
Center is a terrible facility. It needs 
tremendous improvements.
• no code enforcement to dilapitated cars 
and houses on Cloverdale and Rainier 
Avenue
• street parking
• lack of bicycle network connectivity 
from Rainier Beach up to Columbia city 
and points north and east, as well as 
connectivity to the South.
• drug activity
• we never received the roundabout on 
51st - bridging the gap levy money was 
funneled to south west seattle - I think we 

got some signage - the bulk of the south 
end funds went to west seattle
• R B High School
• Plan has no teeth!
• Needs more and better stores 
and business.  Lots of potential for 
development here
• traffic
• The sense of public order is diminished by 
loitering, litter, begging.
• disrespect: dropping fast food trash and 
loud music frm cars
• police presence
• Slum landlords not taking care of 
property, litter, along Rainier Avenue, 
need more viable businesses, need a 
larger community center with hours to 
accomodate teens, better connection to 
light rail from waters avenue.

• schools
• loosing diverisity
• We still need more vibrant business south 
of Hillman City.
• sidewalks, curbs, pedestrian friendly 
residential streets.  Litter. Crime.

• Waste
• overall appearance is bad in this area. 
Litter, Potholes
• burglar bar businesses, and sanitation 
issues
• Trash on streets and in neigborhoods and 
abandoned vehicles
• Support of at risk and low income families 
and youth
• lack of pedestrian improvements
• SCL and SPU
• Lack of Street & Neighborhood 
maintenance

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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I hear gunshots almost every night.  My wife locks the doors 
and windows when she’s home alone (even in 95+ degree 
heat, with no AC), and won’t even venture into our own 
backyard unless I’m home.    Crime reports indicate that 
it’s safer for me to shop elsewhere, so I do my shopping 
in more affluent areas of the city.  Even the library 3 
blocks from my house (Rainier & Henderson) is rated as a 
dangerous place, so my wife and I use the downtown or 
capitol hill libraries instead.

Rainier Beach High School needs to be remodeled and 
special attention dedicate to helping it recruits students. 
There aren’t enough services for youth and family down in 
Rainier Beach and businesses are in need of help to thrive.

Safety is and will probably continue to be a problem.  
Since I had a home invasion robbery this spring I am more 
concerned about crime.

There is too much gunfire, and too much youth violence.

Need more clean and open and safe space for families and 
children.

More is being done by the citizens regarding safety than 
the authorities in regards to awareness, open-lines of 
communication regarding suspicious and criminal activity 
and obvious presence of public drinking and drug activity. 
I’ve used 911 to report activity more and more as a citizen in 
the last 3 years more than ever. I live in the Othello / Rainier 
neighborhood.

Safety remains a major concern. The area could do with 
more police patrols venturing off the arterials. Additionally, 
the business district is hurt by large parking areas in front of 
major stores, and by some businesses disappearing.

I don’t like the crime element.

No business district; former restaurants and shopping have 
closed leaving no choice but to eat and shop in Renton or 
other communities; transportation is no longer safe and 
east-west connections are scheduled to be closed; multiple-
family housing is deplorable and unsafe

Need more commericialized business. Upset the QFC had 
to leave the neigborhood.    Intersection at Renton Ave 
and Roxbury continues to be a traffic mess. Nobody knows 
when to go or stop.

need more routes of bus 7 to Prentice

Crime (burgleries/drug dealing) on-going problem

* could use bathrooms in beer sheeva park.  * need more 
bus service feeding the light rail stations.

BRING BACK THE BICYCLE PATROLS!!!!!!!!

I think the business district and safety could both be 
improved by cutting down on gangs and tagging in the 
area. Adding stores that are customer friendly like the 
auto parts store or resteraunts are great, but I would 
rather not have stores like payday loans taking over in our 
neighborhood. These are not helpful to struggling people. 
I am most dissatisfied with the institutional racism that is 
pushing the diversity out of Rainier Beach. On my street, 
Hamlet Avenue, we currently have five vacant homes. 
Each one of these homes previsouly housed African 
American families that were either renting or owned their 
homes. These families were forced out of their homes 
either by landlords evicting them or by foreclosure. 
Now these houses are vacant and the makeup of our 
neighborhood is being altered. These practices must be 
racist when the families being forced out are all African 
American, yet the white families remain. Something must 
be done to stop this. In addition to the loss of diversity, 
this is also making our street less safe. We have houses 
that are being tagged and are boarded up with cuss 
words on them now. There were perfectly nice families 
forced out of these homes so they could turn into this, 
and that is not okay.

We refuse to ride the Number 7 bus which starts its route 
one block from our house due to assaults and harassment 
by thugs.  This route would take me most of the way to 
work, but I drive to avoid crime and possible assault.  The 
Number 7 had 52 assaults in 2008.

Give us a break...put low income housing elsewhere.

There is simply a lack of pride in this community. Few 
people take care of their property. Few people take care 
of communal spaces.

The most succesful local business ought not to be gangs.

I avoid driving on Rainer or mlk in RB because I don’t want 
to expose my family to the crime evident there.

Not safe at all.
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Light rail is nice but anxious for it’s expansion to make 
it more convenient in my neighborhood.  Currently 1.5 
miles from the S Henderson Station.

no code enforcement regarding dilapitated cars and 
houses on Cloverdale and Rainier Avenue

too many cars are left parked in the same spot for months 
on the streets and buses and cement streets are VERY 
damaging and loud

Regarding safety, my immediate neighborhood feels very 
safe.  I hear reports of violence and property damage on 
the valley floor, but s. of Renton Ave, off of 51st street, is 
very safe.      I’m much more concerned with safety from 
the perspective of being a cyclist, actually.  The trail is 
great but riding conditions on streets, even if they are 
designated as bike lanes, are less than ideal. There are 
many potholes, there is a lack of connectivity, and there 
is not the awareness of bicycles that there seems to be 
among drivers in North Seattle.  I had a minor collusion 
with a car 2 weeks ago, and I think part of the problem 
in my particular situation was that the driver was not 
looking for bicycles.  Regarding connectivity especially, 
the bike lane on 51st ave s stops when it reaches Rainier, 
and also stops to the south of the Chief Sealth trail, 
so it is a bit of a disjointed segment.  Also, while bike 
access along Lake Washington Blvd. is good, it would 
be nice to have a designated bike route that leads from 
Rainier beach to Columbia City.  Part of it has been 
constructed- I believe 42nd ave s is designated as bike 
lanes for part of it; but it would be nice if that were a 
continuous connection.      Regarding the business district, 
it is functional in that it has 2 large, full-service grocery 
stores, but there is no central area that is particularly 
inviting for pedestrians and pedestrian-oriented shopping 
experiences.  There is a group of buildings along 57th 
at Rainier that are emerging as a nice little pedestrian-
oriented corner, but a lot more could be done to enhance 
the pedestrian experience along Seward Park Ave. South.  
In general, it would really enhance the neighborhood if 
there was a place that really stood out as a pedestrian-
oriented center- a plaza with retail, or something similar.  
Another option might be to consider building massing in 
the long-term- so that future redevelopment of the major 
commercial stores (the Safeway and Saars, for example)- 
emphasizes building massing along Rainier Ave S. with 
parking in the back.  Moving buildings closer to the street 
and pushing parking around to the back would really 
help enhance the pedestrian experience (but I realize 
this is a long term strategy to be implemented only as 
redevelopment is occuring).

Safeway continues to struggle, many empty storefronts, 
very run-down and shabby.  Neighborhood still feels 
unsafe, with the amount of litter, poor lighting and 
inadequate police staffing.

The parks are trashed and not policed, there are a lot 
of dumpy houses, the commerce is third world and the 
number 7 and 106 buses are a total ghetto scene -

Rainier Beach High School parking lot is the location of a 
lot of illegal and disruptive activity after hours. The police 
show up promptly when called, but there must be a way 
to keep people from going back there to engage in these 
activities in the first place.

I haven’t been personally impacted by crime, but I do 
worry about coming home from UW at night on the bus. I 
have had some scary experiences lately on the #7 bus.

Rainier Beach is an unsafe neighborhood. There is no 
sugar-coating that. The business district is also extremely 
unfriendly to pedestrians.

There are cuts to metro bus route 7 that are 
unreasonable, Rainier & Henderson intersection is down-
right scarey, home robberies are on the rise...

Rainier Beach is still a violent area. It can be intimidating 
for people to visit if you are not from the neighborhood.

I think there’s a lot of potential for more gathering places, 
such as coffee shops and neighborhood pubs. There are 
a small handful of good places. The Safeway parking lot 
dominates a large stretch of Rainier and most businesses 
put their parking on the street, pushing the storefront 
back - it’s not walkable. There’s a HUGE lack of bike 
routes throughout SE Seattle - the routes are less than 
ideal and mostly don’t connect to destinations. North-
south routes are difficult and scarce.

Businesses seem to be complacent with crime going on 
right outside.

1) There are too many old poorly maintained apt 
complexes in area.  2) Access to light rail is inconvenient 
if not on route.  I do not see strong reason to catch bus 
to dt and transfer to light rail.  Would prefer to have 
neighborhood shuttle service to light rail.

We have enough fast food, but it would be nice to have 
more sit down restaurants.
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I love my neighborhood, and struggle with criticizing it.  
But I’m worried about youth violence, and would like to 
see more community police officers being a presence in 
the community.

Safety is some what improved but needs a lot of work 
with all of the crime/shootings in the area. We could 
use more retail in the area and that won’t happen until 
it is safer here. Ross on Rainier is a good thing for the 
community, even though it is north of Rainier Beach. 
SAARS is a depressing, low light, low ceiling grocery 
store.

I don’t walk at night or on Cloverdale/Rose during the day 
(have been followed and witnessed solicitation of drugs/
prostitution). Wouldn’t walk to the Light Rail station 
alone because of the rough characters on Henderson. No 
local coffee shops--must walk or drive to Columbia City to 
get a nice business environment.

Rainier beach needs more upscale retail space

I dont see to much activities for kids to do around the 
park usually the park stuff is for very young kids. It see 
that it safe stuff for the kids but they should have other 
activities for kids that are challenges for them.  It seem 
that the new building they are doing there is not to 
much parking at all.  That is a problem.    Not too many 
alternatives busiiness need more varieties of business. 
There is not much thing for kid in the community center 
to do it see it they same stuff from years ago need to 
implement other stuff.

I do not like gangs!  I do not like gang related violence.    
RB High School does not reflect the needs of the 
community.       We are losing several bus runs to force us 
to light rail.  I will not allow my family to use light rail at 
the RB station unless they are escorted.   The Henderson 
Gangway is not a viable access.

I wish there was a little strip mall or something.  It would 
be nice to have a few actual restaurants to sit and dine in.   
Seafood or chinese. More variety.

There needs to be more commerce around light rail.

There’s too much crime in a small area, and i see too 
many cars get broken into. My house had an attemted 
break in. Also I hate all the old ugly buildings that 
nothings going on except drugs and graffitti.

Transportation is terrible; the light rail is great, but 
to use it, you have to walk through less than stellar 
neighborhoods. It’s not safe--I rented a house as my 
office space (I’m a freelance writer) while we were doing 
house remodels. It was broken into, my laptops stolen, 
and it took police 3 hours to get there because they are 
underfunded. The house was also shot--a bullet through 
the window and embedded into the wall opposite. I 
blame the drug dealers next door. Although we have 
some newer restaurants, the types of businesses moving 
in are not conducive to neighborhood building. Like an 
Autozone, rather than a coffeeshop or locally owned 
grocery store.

The intersection at 51st and Renton is a mess.  When 
is DOT going to put in a traffic circle?  This is a MAJOR 
problem.

constant drug deals outside of Safeway and mini-marts in 
the area are of huge concern to myself and family. there 
are also many burglaries in the neighborhood; we were 
victimized earlier this year.

There are some stores and restaurants, but everything 
looks rundown and, at times. It’d be great to have an area 
where families feel safe to walk around.

There are still vacant buildings and lots along Rainier Ave. 
S. (like the old colonial pancake restaurant) that make the 
area look blighted.  Overgrowth of weeds and trash are 
common also along Rainier Ave.  Graffiti and dumpy cars 
are still common.  But the biggest issue is the increase of 
gun related crimes.

The Rainer Valley is still a pretty grim place.  Walking 
along Rainier is unappealing and not always safe.  I’d love 
to see the feel of Columbia City extend to the south.

Some areas of the neighborhood are not safe--unsavory 
elements abound (Rainier and Henderson/ Rite Aid and 
Saar’s parking lot; Speedy Mart on Renton and 51st). 
The Kubota Garden parking lot isn’t safe, especially at 
night. Car thefts are common. Gang violence, etc. There 
is a lack of services, though some nice new businesses 
have come in. I think this is slowly getting better, but 
even more walkability would be a huge improvement. 
Some businesses along Rainier still need some aesthetic 
improvements or should just be banned --ugly car 
repair shops, Pay Day Loans (Sharks!!), ugly apartment 
buildings on Rainier, etc.
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The corner of Rainier & Henderson after dark is NOT safe 
& looks very scary. I don’t walk or even drive around there 
after 7pm which is sad.

The buses need to connect to the train at Henderson.  I 
have taken the train three times since it started with my 
two children and all three times we have had difficulty 
making it to the train.  The walk between Henderson and 
the train is too far for people carry heavy bags, walking 
with small children, or people in poor health.  However, 
the wait for the few buses that go to the train is also a 
burden.  I only live 1 1/2 miles from the train.  I should not 
have to take two buses when there is a bus terminal that 
could be moved 1/2 mile to meet the train.

The business district is still very car-focused (or even 
more car focused with the advent of the Safeway 
remodel -- which does not have the pedestrian focus as 
requested bu the community).      I think there should be 
some open space on the Chief Sealth bike path.  There is 
a 3.2 acre house for sale (vandals burnt it last week) that 
would make a great park.      There still is not a very good 
selection of business types in the area.      Would like to 
see the new housing adhere to the recommendations put 
forth in the plan.      Would love to see more bike lanes 
connecting to other neighborhoods.  The thought of 
biking down Rainier or MLK scares me.  Now, I can use 
bike path to get to Beacon Hill, but what about G-town?       
People are concerned about safety and police presence 
but I feel that if buildings were more pedestrian focused, 
that would take care of itself.      There is still a very 
dangerous intersection at Roxbury that the community 
has asked help on.  THe DOT recommendation was 
roundabouts but the city council did not find the $$ for it.

While the transportation options have improved, the 
options to get to the transportation center hubs is as poor 
as it used to be and in some cases previous services are 
nolonger available (some bus links have been terminated)

no great restaurants, no retailers, shops.  Need a trader  
joes, target, and some locally owned restaurants like 
a Geradines, LaMedusa, etc. LOTS of crime in our 
neighborhood. People think it is scary down here.  Friends 
with children dont want to live here because of the 
schools.

Bus service to the neighborhood getting reduced makes 
it difficult to take advantage of Light Rail.  Crime & 
gang violence have increased in the last few years.  No 
new business’ have moved into the neighborhood. 
Development has stagnated, even before our current 
economic state occurred.

Focus on the crime.  The crime is destroying a great 
neighborhood.  Good people move out due to the high 
crime rates.

where are the new businesses and stores and places to 
eat?

Too much violence on Rainier in the Henderson area.

Crime will hamper any improvements to the community 
if that is not kept in check.

The commercial core continues to house a grim and 
dilapidated central section that reduces the viability of 
the core from being more than a collection of stores 
feeding off of the business their parking lots attract.    
Leadership in the form of a public/private partnership 
is needed to to develop this superblock of land zoned 
commercial bounded by Henderson on its north and 
Rainier on its west and south. Collaboration between 
smart city and commercial property planners could devise 
an overall further development that would make the 
RB Core a magnet for amenable retail and retail related 
activity, which could totally change the health and 
character of the Rainier Beach Urban Village.

needs improvement in all aspects, we have lost ground

Biking should be supported with infrastructure 
to encourage more bikes and less cars for inner-
neighborhood travel.  The Rainier Beach area along 
Rainier Avenue is relatively flat; could be a great 
place to bike with a bike lane.    It still feels unsafe 
in Rainier Beach; recent murders suggest crime is 
increasing.      Economic development hasn’t kept up with 
neighborhoods like Columbia City.    Too many abandoned 
lots or buildings in one area.
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It is not yet safe enough to walk from Light Rail to home 
along Henderson Street after dark.    Librarians at the 
RB branch are incredibly rude and abrupt to patrons--
not just me.  I have never seen anything like this at other 
branches, e.g., Green Lake, Col. City, NE Branch.  Because 
of this kind of behavior and attitude, I don’t patronize 
my neighborhood library even though the facilty is close 
and beautiful.  It would be very nice to have some coffee 
shops and more restaurants along Rainier Ave. not just 
KFC, McD and Burger King near the Safeway store.  No 
one uses the Mapes walkway.  Too easy to get trapped in 
there since it’s blocked off on both sides.

The business district is unsightly and dirty.

My major concern is schools in our neighborhood 
as I have a 4 year old son who will soon be entering 
kindergarten. I do not want to have to leave our 
neighborhood, but will likely have to send him to private 
school. I hate that he cannot go to our neighborhood 
elementary school, but I refuse to subject him to that kind 
of chaos.

The new buildings are not necessarily inviting; poor 
signage.  Many of the store fronts need a face lift.  I would 
not feel safe walking from a bus stop to my home in the 
evening.  I would not ride Sound Transit at night for that 
reason.  I don’t see much open space/park area.  There are 
vacant lots in this area that could be dedicated to park 
areas.

The Bus Terminal on Henderson St. is dangerous to 
navigate through in a car or on foot. It should be re-
designed so that the parked buses don’t obscure so many 
driveways in the adjoining parking lot. The terminal 
should be moved into part of the Saars parking lot to 
open up Henderson.   I don’t yet feel that my family 
members would be safe walking home from the Light Rail 
station at night after work. A stronger police prescence 
is needed to prevent criminals and complacency. This 
increased police prescence should include old-fashioned 
foot patrols and bike patrols, since there are lots of foot 
shortcuts through Rainier Beach HS, Beer Sheva park, 
and Mapes Creek walkway.   Crappy little convenience 
stores that sell high-gravity beer are catering to the 
wrong crowd. I’m looking at you, New Star mini mart.   
I’m also concerned about the number of foreclosed and 
vacant houses on Hamlet Ave. this year. Lots of Black 
families are moving out, and we’re losing our diversity. 
How can we save the diversity of our community?

Regarding transportation, the light rail station is great, 
but not convenient or safe to get to.  If I felt safe walking 
from my house on Seward Park Ave S. to the Henderson 
St. Station, then I would take light rail more often.  As 
it stands, since I do not feel safe going to or from the 
station (especially after the sun goes down), I still use 
my car every day.  Personal safety is a big problem in this 
neighborhood.  There are often groups of young people 
hanging around with nothing to do except get into fights 
with each other or harrass passers-by.  The business 
district could be vastly improved if there were a larger 
variety of stores nearby (retail, restaurants in particular).

I would love to be able to see more areas in which we 
could walk to such as Columbia city.   I would love for 
our neighborhood to have a litttle gathering area with 
restaurants, coffee shop and local shops.

there are regular shootings, gang activity, and other 
questionable happenings in the neighborhood and i do 
not feel safe to walk (especially alone) at night here. 
during the day, it seems fine. but night is a different thing 
entirely, or at least that is my perception. i would love 
to see this neighborhood support a natural food store. i 
would like to see more small specialty businesses--coffee 
shops, services, etc.--that are more concentrated and not 
so strung out. more walkable/bikable centers. we have 
some wonderful businesses here already; they’re just 
scattered. i do not want to see big corporate chains move 
into this area.

Delapidated buildings and the lack of respect in certain 
parts of the neighborhood.  Trash strewn about etc.

Re: Transportation.  I am dissatisfied with the transfer 
from the light rail to a bus that will bring us to Rainier 
View. The bus does not come frequently enough. Re: 
Safety, we need a light at the end of our block, and 
Rainer View residents need a safe lit pedestrian friendly 
way to get to our bus stop since now we will have to 
walk to Beacon Ave to catch it.  I would like Rainier View 
Elementary playground to be a safe place for our kids 
to play.  We have no sidewalks or proper street drainage 
system.  When we have heavy rains all the street run-off 
runs down and damages our gravel driveway.

Make it a place where people want to live and work.
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We live in the south end of Rainier Beach (Lakeridge) 
and over the last 3 years this area has seen an increase in 
business vacancies, homes becoming vacant, and fights 
occurring in the streets.  Never do I see a Seattle Police 
Patrol Car, and only on rare occasions do I see the KC 
Sheriff patrolling (maybe 2x month).

I’m upset that the traffic circle at Renton and 51st was 
taken off the list.

There are no direct connections to the RB light rail station 
via bus. The closest that the bus will take us is to the 
columbia city station. There’s something very wrong with 
that.     Police and 911 response is very poor. I believe that 
they are understaffed as the police we interact with are 
great.

It is too hard to get to the Henderson Station.  The bus 
terminal should not be 3/4 of a mile away, that makes it 
practically impossible to walk there with my 4 year old 
son.  Why was the bus terminal not changed to MLK to 
link up to the Light Link??

Police in the area seem like more of a threat. Response 
is only reactionary, and what patrol there is, remains 
aggressive, giving feel of police state rather than public 
neighborhood servants.

There are no bus routes that connect upper Rainier Beach 
to the light rail station.  Hutchinson park needs better 
lighting.

I think that community partners/City Leadership would 
benefit from Institutionalized Racism training prior to 
developing plans for our neighborhood. I know that many 
community leaders from our neighborhood have worked 
hard for years trying to develop business/economy but 
are often thwarted by misconceptions, etc.

business district and shopping continues to be very 
limited

While safety has improved a great deal since we 
moved here, there is much work to be done. We need 
safer ways to walk in our area, better lighting in public 
places such as Fred Hutch Park. We have trouble with 
speeding cars going through our neighborhoods, and 
need help controling traffic. We would like more choices 
for shopping other than Safeway. We would like to see 
things for youth to do, instead of just hanging around and 
getting into trouble.

Slum landlords, vacant homes, yards not maintained, 
RATS, need tennis courts, Saars Grocery store on 
Henderson - parking lot not lept clean.

I would like to see the fast food places go away and be 
replaced with independently owned restaurants and 
shopping stores.

Strip-Mall type appearance (Safeway, Saars Market, 
smaller business strips made of cinderblock). We used to 
live in Columbia City, and really miss the business district 
there. Really miss it.

overall appearance of community is worn down and dirty 
on MLK/Othello corridor.

Still too much speeding on Rainier Ave

I want our neighborhood to be more walkable- safer for 
pedestrians, fewer giant run down apartment buildings 
on Rainier, more services within walking distance.

Some of my neighbors do not feel safe in their homes due 
to burglaries, although I personally have not experienced 
this concern. I do not feel safe as a pedestrian along the 
Rainier corridor after dark. I am very disappointed in the 
maintenance of the new public space at the NW corner of 
Rainier & Henderson, and am very frustrated by the lack 
of maintenance by businesses along Rainier - there seems 
to be very little pride in “keeping things up” - landscaping 
is not maintained, etc. Too many huge parking lots along 
Rainier makes pedestrian experience unpleasant. I am 
also concerned that the #7 bus schedule be maintained 
so that I can use bus to connect to Light Rail.

It seems that most residents I know don’t feel safe going 
out at night here.  Even to the grocery store.  That’s not 
healthy and something needs to be done about it.

It has been dishearting to see lack of commercial business 
development and diversified housing options, seems 
like a lack of fortsight on the part of developers. I would 
also like to see a better visually connection between 
Henderson and Lake Washington.

Need better designed multifamily housing on Rainier.  
Need more focus on retail in walkable parts of 
community.

Rainier Ave businesses and housing still in need of clean 
up and improvement.
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Crime continues to get WORSE.  Most of the cities 
shootings occur in the SE Seattle area.

There are a lot of improvements that need to be made 
in order for Rainier Beach to be all it can be.  Safety is 
definitely a concern.  As the plan states, revitalizing a 
business core (with decent shops and restaurants, not 
check cashing or auto shops) would also be beneficial and 
would likely increase community a a whole.  Access to 
light rail would also be beneficial through park and rides.

Public safety is the biggest dissatisfaction a lot of us 
have in this neighborhood. This includes the problem of 
gang violence and associated crime, and the apparently 
understaffed police in this area, at the top of the list, 
of course. But  the lack of sidewalks, the absence of 
streetlights, and the persistence of abandoned vehicles 
and trash in many areas all contribute to the perception 
that Rainier Beach is at the bottom of the city’s priority 
list much of the time. Frankly, we tend to avoid dining or 
shopping in the Rainier Beach business district (and our 
options there are limited, anyway) because it just doesn’t 
seem like the safest spot to stroll around--we go up to 
Othello or Beacon Hill or farther out instead.

Not enough places to shop at.  We have to go to Renton 
to do any major shopping

Public safety is a joke.

Rainier Avenue is a speedway.  Othello Park is still scary.  
And while the police are seen cruising up and down 
Rainier Avenue, the brazen drug dealing and prostitution 
within steps of Metro bus stops in the vicinity of Othello/
Rainier is unfortunate, to say the least.

This part of town really is suffering in just about every 
aspect.  Any improvement is usually delivered with a 
HUGE caveat.  Such as Light Rail, that comes with serious 
curtailments in METRO service.  The city appears to be 
treating this community as it WISHES it to be (more like 
other communities in Seattle), rather than HOW IT IS 
(very, very different).

Not your department but Seattle Public Schools are 
pathetic.  Rainier Beach High School seems more like 
a way station, despite improvements to the building.  
Given the economic status of our community, the kids 
don’t get the kind of home support that kids in wealthier 
neighborhoods do which makes it harder for the staff of 
the school.  The racism that was fought in the 60’d has 
turned into a socioeconomic issue today--rich vs poor.

trash collection along Henderson Street...who is 
responsible ? especialy the outside fence along the sports 
fields

Our commerial district is sad. I love what Columbia City 
has done with their section of Rainier Ave. We could do 
the starting at Rainier and Waters (57th Ave S). The few 
businesses that do exist struggle because they don’t 
have comparable businesses adjacent to them. Let’s see 
more restaurants, small shops, cafes, and maybe a single 
screen cinema.

The diversity of the neighborhood is curently 
jeapoardized.

traffic lights need to be timed better,driving me crazy

I think the business district could use more sustainability

Do we have a gang unit?  Seriously, I would rather my 
wife go to the Renton Safeway than the one in Rainier 
Beech.  The remodel was great, but the wondering groups 
of kids at all hours of the night is a little scary and quite 
frankly, not cool at all.

Shortsighted not to merge buses immediately with light 
rail, out of control youth a visable problem.

I wish that the police response time was faster when help 
is needed.

Crime is a huge problem. Unless it improves, we will 
definitely consider moving, despite everything we love 
about the area

Bring in new businesses and make this an area that young 
families feel safe to live.

Need Safeway on MLK remodeled. Business areas need 
updating. Need greater transportation options when bus 
won’t go up hill (Renton Ave. South) during snow season.

Please build curbs and sidewalks through residential 
streets so people are not parked all over the place and 
pedestrians will actually have a place to walk safely 
other than on the road.  Please monitor illegal dumping.  
Loitering in streets.  More well lit areas, better street 
lights in neighborhoods so it can help to possibly deter 
crime when eyes are not watching.
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It’s a terrible idea to have the hub of bus stops a half a 
mile from the link light rail station.  All the buses should 
loop over and have a stop at MLK and Henderson.  This 
seems like a no brainer.  I’d love to take the light rail but 
by the time I walk to Rainier and catch a bus the rest of 
the way home it’s over an hour from downtown.

our house was broken into on a Sunday afternoon and 
it took the police two hours to respond to our initial 
call. The business around MLK and Othello are not very 
inviting, bars on windows and doors and the outside 
sidewalks and storefronts are not the cleanliest. We 
need to somehow figure out how to boost pride in our 
neighborhood so that people make more of an effort in 
keeping it beautiful.

I am most dissatisfied with the level of violence in the 
neighborhood and lack of notification/communication 
regarding safety issues.    On a much lesser note, I think 
there could be more businesses and restaurants on MLK 
near the light rail (I realize plans and construction are 
already being undertaken).    Lastly, while not on the 
list, there needs to be some type of effort to clean the 
neighborhood of trash and waste. This could be related to 
parks and open space, but also safety.

Potholes and trees. There are lots and lots of potholes 
everywhere in our area. Some have been fixed, lots have 
not. More trees

Need better education and job creation so that the 
youth can be productive instead and succesful of idle and 
malcontent.

I would like to see more businesses in the area - coffee 
shop, retail store selling kids’ clothing, yoga studio, etc., 
more like columbia city, while preserving the existing 
businesses

We need more businesses to move in. Poor bus 
connection to the light rail station.

I’m not really dissatisfied with the parks we have. I just 
think that this is an area that can continue to expand. 
How about making a wading pool near Rainier Beach 
Community Center. We need a place to hang out with 
familites and build our sense of community.  More coffee 
shops near Henderson and rainier. The main thing, 
though, is to have more police available.

There have been published reports about the crime 
surrounding the Rainier Beach Safeway and I no longer go 
there as a result.  The area around there is rundown and 
unwelcoming.

I work at the Museum of Flight - which isn’t far but if I 
want to take the bus I have to take a bus to downtown 
Seattle and then transfer which takes about an hour.  
The drive takes about 10-15 minutes so taking the bus 
is not an option.  The housing situation is not great.  
Lots of home owners had big lots and a change in the 
rules allowed them to sell off a portion and they were 
developed with new housing which doesn’t fit in with 
the neighborhood architecture or streets system. Now 
we have several alley like ways or extended drive ways 
instead of streets. Hutchison Park needs decent and safe 
bathroom facilities, especially with all the scheduled 
ball games.  We have no real business district.  The 
community center is really run down and I’ve stopped 
using it.  We still have a lot of folks speeding through the 
neighborhood as several streets were blocked off nearby 
so our street became a pass through.  We still have a lot 
of drug sales evidenced by the number of plastic baggies 
scattered throughout my yard.  There have been a lot of 
break ins, especially in the summer time.  I often return 
home wondering if we’ve been broken into today.  We 
recently had a neighbor killed while he watered the 
round about.  Racial tension can be high at times.  The 
intersection of 51st and Renton was to be turned into a 
circle but nothing happened.  Using the intersection is 
pretty dangerous.  Change happens very slowly in the 
south end.  When I purchased a home here 10 years ago I 
thought things would improve more quickly but it hasn’t.  
I have tried to be active in our neighborhood block watch 
and community meetings but in hindsight I think an 
investment in another neighborhood would have made 
more sense.  I see my friends in other neighborhood 
living in safer, more attractive and better equipted 
neighborhoods than mine and it’s some what depressing.  
10 years is a long time.

We desperately need economic develoment and an 
innovative youth program strategy that reaches the 
area’s children from an early age through the teenage 
years.
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The options for getting to the light rail are limited, and 
would take longer to get to and transfer than directly 
catching a bus downtown. We were REALLY disappointed 
that there is not a parking option or more direct bus 
routes to make taking the light rail more practical, and 
that bus service along Rainier will be reduced as a result 
of the light rail services.  Rainier Ave S, from Columbia 
City to the Henderson intersection looks and feels dirty 
and dangerous. We don’t walk along the street, unless 
we need to catch a bus. Bus stops are often dirty and 
full of garbage. Without curbs on some side streets, 
street sweeping is not an option, so debris and garbage 
pile up, making the neighborhood look even more run 
down. Poorly maintained non-descript businesses and 
residences with burglar bars make the area look run 
down. We thought green meridians were part of the 
neighborhood plan for Rainier Ave, but have not seen 
any progress on this. We hope to see new businesses 
and mixed use areas along Rainier Ave S like on 
Henderson. It would be a great improvement to make the 
neighborhood feel more walkable and safe.  Replacing 
QFC with an ugly, security laden SAARS Market was a 
step backwards in the business district.

The light rail is very nice but it is disappointing that there 
are no Park and Ride lots nearby, no nearby commerce, 
and no convenient bus connections. The city was going 
to put in two traffic circles at Renton Ave S and 51st Ave 
S but it looks like that is never going to happen. Major 
roads are in horrible shape and pothole filling is not going 
to fix it.  Maybe it’s my imagination, but crime seems 
up- the body counts, the thefts, driveby shootings- Why 
do I continue to live here?  What is the Rainier Beach 
business district? It is a disjointed hodge podge of poorly 
maintained storefronts. The only player who really works 
to keep it clean is McDonalds. And we still have no Tully’s, 
Starbuck’s or Independent coffee house.

Please improve the frequency and safety of the 106 bus 
route.   Many of the businesses are shabby and rundown, 
especially on Rainier. Is there a way to enforce any basic 
standards of cleanliness and upkeep?

Concerned about City’s review comments on mixed 
use developments that are not in the core of the 
neighborhood, but in the neighborhood nevertheless.  
The “classic” approach recommended, outside the core, 
by project managers do not reflect community needs or 
desires.

Rainier Beach is plagued by empty lots and ugly buildings. 
Because the business disitrict is bisected by such a busy 
street, it doesn’t feel walkable or pleasant and there isn’t 
a wide enough variety of businesses to attract someone 
to the area. The light rail station is not tied in to the 
neighborhood in a meaningful way, and the promises of 
Henderson becoming a tree-lined blvd. leading to the 
light rail vanished long ago. Instead, there is a light-rail 
station in the middle of nowhere and a business district 
without meaningful connection.

There needs to be more areas in which residents feel safe 
after dark. With the infestation of gang and gang activity, 
this area is not safe after dark. Some of the businesses 
along MLK are deteriorated or have been in deterioration 
for some time. New, viable businesses need to be 
encouraged to come into the area.

I want to live in a neighborhood where my children 
NEVER hear gunfire.    I want to live in a neighborhood 
where I can walk or bike to everything and never need to 
get in my car.    I want to live in a neighborhood where it’s 
safe for my children to walk to school, library, swimming 
pool, etc.

too much public housing in a very small area.  new 
buildings are UGLY (See Sasaki Commons on 39th Ave 
S. and S. Kenyon for a perfect example).  The business 
districts along MLK and Rainier are run down and 
resemble third world business districts.

It is still not entirely safe to walk in Rainier Beach at 
certain times of the day.  The play structure at Beer Sheva 
is nice, but the bathrooms have been out of order for 
some time and I can tell you from personal experience, 
the portapotty has not been tended either.  It would be 
nice if there was a central business area in Rainier Beach, 
rather than a random collection of shops along a very 
busy street (Rainier Ave).

it’s not safe to walk at night in our area.  i want to ride 
light rail to/from work but cannot safely walk from the 
station 2 blocks to my house when it’s dark.  there is 
not enough police support, huge issues with crime and 
violence.  we regularly hear gun shots (weekly).  we need 
more lighting along sidewalks (Renton Ave. for example) 
and more officers on the streets.  we need to end the 
youth violence.
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Safety is a major concern now. I will not let my 14-yr-old 
daughter walk anywhere alone. I would NEVER let her 
take the bus from here alone.   I am also angry that the 
city is cutting back on bus service on Rainier. Our family 
does NOT have the time to take a shuttle to the train, and 
then the train, then another bus or shuttle, etc. And the 
fact that the city has seemed that we should NOT drive to 
the train—no park and rides is utterly stupid! My husband 
and I would have loved to take the train to Westlake 
and then the monorail to attend theater, etc. at Seattle 
Center.

I am especially dissatisfied with the lack of new 
businesses & the community center is quite sad.

I have no use for crime and gang activity.   We do not shop 
or use public services (including public schools) in our area 
if at all possible.      We will not use Light Rail - RB station 
as it has no parking.  Futher,  if we walk,  we will need to 
use the Henderson Gangway to get to the RB station.

Crime, crime, crime.  Unless the city does somehting 
about the gangs, rise in home burglaries and other 
crimes, nothing else will matter.  On top of that, the new 
light rail has resulted in the loss of several needed bus 
routes and it is not safe to walk the several blocks to the 
rail.  Bus routes need to be preserved and linked to the 
light rail for it make a positive impact.

You are right to focus on the poor quality of the business 
district. This is a beautiful neighborhood, but it needs 
more care and attention and the quality of business 
offerings is key to this transformation.  We have prime 
waterfront (Atlantic City), and this would be a beautiful 
and scenic area for new restaurants, etc.

Substantial deterioration in both areas.  Bureaucracies 
are simply not responsive and do badly.

Junked cars behind chain link fence.  Garbage.  
Unoccupied businesses/ storefronts.

Need more on the street neighborhood patrols.  Need 
more expansion of restaurants, stores.  NEed better 
sidewalks on sidestreets.  Need better housing stock. 
There has been some improvement along Henderson 
Street.

There are no “destination” businesses or restaurants of 
substance located in Rainier Beach to bring vistors to the 
area. There are in Columbia City and Renton, but none 
in Rainier Beach. I’m concerned about the number of 
low-income housing that’s being built. Low-income often 
means more crime and lower property values for home 
owners.

I want to cry every time I see the Link Light Rail, 
which means every day as I try to cross it to get to 
work. Because it was built at surface grade, it has now 
effectively sealed off the southeast corner from the rest 
of the city. Along the current LLR corridor, MLK NEVER 
WAS AND NEVER WILL BE PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY - 
who wants to stroll along a giant boulevard that’s devoid 
of any businesses? And frankly, I will never attempt to 
walk through the crime capital of the ‘hood (Rainier Ave 
S & Henderson St. ) to get to the LLR station. If I’d known 
LLR was going to be built, I would not have bought a 
house in this neighborhood. The area has more people 
and more crime than 10 years ago, while police presence 
has stagnated. P&Z needs to set some standards for new 
and existing buildings as well as signage. There are some 
buildings barely standing and in extremely dilapidated 
condition (many small churches and businesses) that 
are a blight on the neighborhood. Worsening the 
neighborhood is are new buildings going up that could 
not be more dull and unimaginative. The senior housing 
on Rainier is painted the most god-awful, ghetto colors. 
We need some oversight here so the southeast corner will 
not become east L.A. north.

i am not please with anything about the RB area. It is a 
hot mess. With the light rail ..... they are about to screw 
up the bus transportation. Where I could communte from 
RB to the CD....taken. From Beacon hill to RB taken. Now 
I need to ride more then one bus just to get where I am 
going. Currently working on getting a car, because the 
transportation will suck after September 2009.

Why don’t we get the same tender loving care that 
Magnolia Bluff, Mt. Baker, Madrona get?
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Safety is a big issue is our neighborhood. Rainier 
and Henderson is anecdotally the most dangerous 
intersection in Seattle, and that’s where my kids will be 
attending elementary school this Fall (the South Shore 
PreK - 8). I think we’ll need improved police presence 
there. I also wish there was more family-friendly business 
in the immediate area. We need coffee shops, ice cream 
shops, news stands, restaurants, etc. to serve the influx 
of families attending school there as well as the Link 
commuters. I’m not sure if these businesses do not exist 
because not enough incentives for small business owners 
exist, or because of the safety issues (gangs).     While 
Link is great, I do think in this particular neighborhood 
there should have been a park and ride option. I live 1 
mile from the train station, and I would never feel safe, 
especially after dark, walking home. An increase in 
business development along Henderson would make this 
walk safer.

Rainier Beach Community Center is in need of major 
improvements including the swimming pool where 
my daughter takes classes. Need to provide facade 
improvement funding for business district. Need to 
promote more clean and green  and beautification 
opportunities all through Rainier Ave.

Slow police response. Some people drive way too fast and 
cross the streets without caution. The outer appearance 
of some stores isn’t adding to the neighborhood.

safety issues seem to be spiraling downward not 
improving.  and even with the light rail, transportation 
is an issue because even considering to cut back on the 
7 and not have it go up to upper rainier beach is truly 
unacceptable.  Light rail is just not that accessible.

It would be nice to have more feeder buses to light rail.

Police presence lacking at locations of every day drug 
dealing spots.  Lack of police patroling Upper Rainier 
Beach neighborhood.  I see 1 cop car every 6 months on 
our streets and I walk my dog 3 times a day every day in 
my neighborhood.  Where is the police presence?   Maybe 
this is why my neighbors and I keep getting our houses 
broken into!

Streets are dirty, not maintained, many buildings are not 
maintained well. schools need attention

We need better policing, safer parks and open spaces for 
our kids.
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Having recently become aware of the 
Neighborhood Plan, I have not had sufficient 
time to observe whether or not the majority 
of the key issues are being achieved to my 
satisfaction.

Rainier Beach High School continues to struggle 
with enrollment and attracting excellence in 
academic achievement.  The business area is 
not walkable and still seems sketchy.  I want 
to support the local restaurants and stores, 
but their appearances distract and haphazard 
structures do not invite me in.

The only achievement is the light rail system 
which the neighborhood does not consider a 
success since it is unsafe for residents and will be 
inaccessible from the East side of community. 
The plan for business developed has brought 
only more pawn shops and loan shark companies 
which is a factor in increased criminal activity.

There is a lot of illegal activity compromising 
the good intentions of many of the projects 
emphasized in the Plan. It is hard to see an 
enhancement like the Mapes Creek walkway as 
being particularly successful when you walk to 
the library the long way around anyway to avoid 
the teenagers fighting or the piles of litter and 
broken glass on the walkway.

The City has invested alot of money for public 
amenities in Rainier Beach since the plan was 
adopted but it doesn’t seem to have done much 
to attract private investment and development.

Safety goals have not been met.  The library, 
however, is very nice and we use it often.

Widening the sidewalks on Henderson does 
very little toward making Rainier Beach 
walkable. Other than that, R.B. feels unsafe and 
unpleasant.

Henderson is just now starting to come along, 
and it’s still not great. I don’t see much in the way 
of commercial core revitalization and community 
education.

Well looking at the plan, we did get a new entrance to Kubota 
Gardens, an overall of the Rainer Beach Library, the installation 
of a Light Rail stop and a walking trail and the Lake Washington 
appartments got landscaping and security fencing but our 
neighborhood still needs a great deal more to make it a 
community.

Change comes slowly and some changes have to come from the 
community, no the city government.

Upper Rainier Beach is not a part of the neighborhood plan and it 
has know vision according to this process.

The neighborhood is still affordable and wonderfully diverse. 
In many ways I find the neighborhood pleasant. Safety is an 
issue that I don’t think has improved much. As for prosperous, I 
think that means the neighborhood should have a wide variety 
of educational and after-school opportunities for children and 
youth. The library and community center are nice, but I wonder 
if the public school children are receiving art, music, and other 
opportunities. The New School sounds like a great opportunity, 
but I think the high number of applicants that are turned away 
shows that there is some unmet demand for educational 
opportunities in the area.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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The library and light rail are not area specific, those are 
city wide projects. This area need maintenance with 
frequency.

There needs to be more investment in the main business 
district.  Without a stronger core for business, the rest is 
only window dressing.

One of the key elements of the SE Transportation study, 
the construction of a turn lane and reduction of through 
lanes to one in each direction from 52nd Ave S to 57th Ave 
S has apparently been abandoned. Vehicles continue to 
park partly on the curb and Rainier remains little better 
than a raceway from 51st to Seward Park Ave in terms of 
pedestrian safety.

You can’t change the culture of a neighborhood through 
government. The citizens need to wake-up, clean-up their 
families, their communities, and their properties - and 
then take pride in what they have accomplished.

The 2006-08 Rainier Ave Safety Project reduced collisions 
by a whopping 1%.  Need I say more?

As I stated there has been improvements made in the last 
10 years. It is moving in the right direction.

Again,  I am tired of the increase of crime.    The notion of 
light rail increase access is just silly.

There seems to be a disconnect with police and the 
community regarding gang violence and how to deal with 
it.

Making South Henderson & Rainier Avenue a better place 
to visit should be key to the area. Right now it’s not a safe 
corner but it’s a key shopping area.

I don’t feel like we’ve achieved many of the goals that 
were set.  I’ve lived in this neighborhood for 25 years.  
There have been changes but it seems we always revert 
back to square one.  I’ll always hold out hope because I 
WANT to live in this neighborhood, and I want my family 
to be safe and have a sense of security when they’re out 
about living.

The Rainier Beach Neighborhood has two major hurdles 
to overcome in order to begin to revitalize: 1) Improve 
the quality of housing stock 2) Improvement of Rainier 
beach High School 3) Attract businesses that people with 
disposable income will support

I don’t see anything happening that’s moving towards 
“”Beach Square.”” The new construction at the 
Community Center might be linked there, but the poor 
conditions a half block away at the entrance to Mapes 
Creek walkway negate all that hard work. 
what’s being done to promote education?

We need to focus on public safety and making the 
neighborhood pedestrian friendly FOR CHILDREN, not 
just adults (ie: 20 mph speed limits in the residential areas 
of the neighborhood).

safety, crime, school standards and tolerance

I know that community activitists have worked very 
hard on improving our neighborhood in partnership 
with the city, but I think that there are many barriers to 
accomplishing the goals.

I haven’t seen much change. It’s a poor area, and we see 
a lot of things aimed at the poor, like payday loan places 
and so on.

Jury’s out.  Hope the best is yet to come.  See the 
infrastructure being planted, hope development/
improvements follow.

Still waiting for more traffic circles

It’s coming along, but what about the teens? There’s 
nothing for them. Few programs or jobs. No one will 
move in amongst gang members until there is a PLAN.

The plan is too focused on the very center of the 
neighborhood.

The vision looks great, but it doesn’t seem to be 
happening very quickly.  Not sure what the time schedule 
is supposed to look like.  The only difference that I can see 
is the area at the Community Center is improved, other 
than that, it all seems like lofty goals.

Things seem to really be changing for the better, 
although walking appeal and browsable store fronts, 
neighborhood gathering spots, bike and public transport 
all have a ways to go.

While some areas like Henderson are getting attention; 
other areas are still neglected, like south of Safeway or 
North of Henderson and Rainier Avenue.
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City investment in business district is lacking. This 
‘update’ restates investments that happened with in 
the last 10 years, were voted on 10 years ago and so 
forth. We have yet to see the huge investments in SE - of 
attention and channeling business etc that we have seen 
at SL Union. Or the investments were those the citizens 
decided to fund. Also, the alignment of city budget with 
neighborhood plans seems to have just disappeared for 
other agenda items.

“Promote education” still seems like a vague, feel 
good goal.  I appreciate the investment in the school 
facilities (South Shore/New School) but the fact remains 
that parents are leery of their choices for both (public) 
elementary and middle schools in SE Seattle given the 
apparent weakness of the academic programs if scores 
were a sole criteria.

My neighborhood is now physically cut off from the rest 
of the city. It feels less safe and it looks like crap. Metro 
wants to cut the #39 bus out down where I live. What’s 
next, de-annexation? I didn’t see where the plan was to 
turn Southeast Seattle into a gulag.

I’m glad the pool will be renovated.

Crime is still an issue in RB.  Storefronts are rundown.  
The roads are in poor condition.  It seems that the city has 
invested a lot of resources in beautifying the areas around 
light rail but have neglected the other areas.

Feel there’s been very little movement in the last few 
years.  I feel that the city should be concentrating on this 
rather than updating plans.  Still so much to be done!

There’s a long way to go before shopping becomes a 
pleasure in Rainier Beach--in the day time, high school 
students not IN school are unfriendly; I’ve sworn never 
to go into the Rite Aide again (between rude service and 
pan-handling); my neighbor was intimidated into leaving 
the Safeway gas station by other patrons because of 
his race (white). There are no desirable local hang-out 
spots to grab coffee with a friend. I don’t recall seeing 
any Community Education promotions, and public 
bus transportation is actually be reduced on Seward 
Park because of the Light Rail (which I don’t feel safe 
walking to via Cloverdale any time, and not at dark via 
Henderson). That said, the Lake Washington Apartments 
have improved; Kubota Gardens is a treasure and the 
gated entry is beautiful.

South Henderson and Rainier Avenue has nice sidewalks 
and better lighting - but the landlords need to be held 
more accountable for keeping up their properties and 
it’s still a very unsafe area at night.  I haven’t seen any 
improvements in Beach Square.  As for the education 
issue, a central focus should be on Rainier Beach High 
School.

I’m not sure what the plan vision is for Rainier Beach

vision of a “”pleasant and safe neighborhood”” is not 
yet met in my mind. Key strategy of Commercial Core 
revitalization is incomplete - commercial uses currently 
in place are all auto-centric (not pedestrian friendly) and 
there isn’t much there. Auto accidents and shootings 
continue.

The improvements are great, but there are many 
issues that we still have with safety, cleanliness, and 
transportation.

If the plan is in middle age, I don’t see many changes 
except the apt. construction on Henderson in the wake 
of Light Rain development and the tree planting that 
went with that, which is really nice.  The priorities remain.  
Mapes is a nice idea, but is not well used because of its 
design and the fact that it connects 2 grocery stores--it 
doesn’t really take people anywhere.

Some people are moving out of the neighborhood 
because they cannot afford housing or are tired of gang 
activity.

There have been many positive changes, but we must not 
lose the diversity of Rainier Beach in the process.

Park and Library improvements have improved the 
quality of life for Rainier Beach resedents.  The walking 
improvements on Henderson Street are a good 
start to makeing our neighborhood a better walking 
neighborhood.

it is very competitive for funds, we are less afluent, and 
more minorities and immigrants so do not get heard.  It is 
good that we have a coordinated plan, any plan is better 
then none ...

Light rail has made it, Safeway is a big improvement

Yes, the improvements seem consistent with stated key 
strategies.
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First I have even heard of there being a plan for Seattle 
neighborhoods

we need someone to clean garbage along rainier ave. s. 
and even in renton. Make sure graffiti is removed quickly.

Need for safety

Poverty and crime have blurred the “”vision””.

I see that the very last areas of South Seattle have really 
not been addressed-upper Rainier Beach until it becomes 
Skyway.

Link Rail is great, but access from neighborhood to 
stations very poor. Need car to drop someone off, 
distance to walk too far. Not enough car harbors for fast 
drop off at all stations.

Businesses at this end are not catring to the communities 
needs.  We go out to Columbia City for restaurants and 
do grocery shopping in Renton or at PCC.  No place to get 
coffee on the way to work.  

Rainier Ave is a great drive and has so many people 
traveling along it, if there were better services people 
would use them!!

Having read the accomplishments for 2002, 2003 and not 
seeing anything more updated, I guess I missed reading 
about the latest accomplishments.   Seems like there may 
be a stand still.  I know the police are always willing to 
come out to help with burgarlry---we still have too much 
crime,   I really want the Casinos in Skyway to be gone--
they attract the criminal element--along with the Bowling 
alley.  We use to bowl as a family but things have changed 
for the worse with too much gambling.

I still see gangs.  I still see crime.  I do not see viable 
businesses coming in

Crime is getting worse and the transportation aspects are 
poorly planned.

Safety!

Henderson development, work on parks, south shore 
school campus development going well.

Can always do better! A dog park at Othello park would 
increase the RIGHT kind of people and decrease the 
dodgy characters... Still lots of litter, loitering, at rainier 
and henderson and still lots of violent crime there.

The transportation for the neighborhood is improving.

Henderson is not safe.

I feel that the city is doing a good job of trying to 
revitalize run-down buildings and ensure that vacant lots 
are being used for additional/new housing developments.  
Population density is only part of the solution to having 
a strong community, though.  We also need businesses 
that will be a “”draw”” for people (no more pawn shops, 
nail salons, check cashing places) and we need to be 
able to access public transportation (i.e. light rail) safely 
and easily.  As it stands, many of my neighbors are not 
utilizing light rail because it’s not convenient or safe 
enough to get to and from the station.

Efforts to improve the Henderson Street corridor are 
underway, and I am willing to “”wait and see”” how it 
improves as the light rail becomes more of a factor in 
our neighborhood. I know there have been some efforts 
at revitalizing the commercial shopping area, but I wish 
there were more of a focus on making them pedestrian-
friendly. Huge parking lots between the streets and the 
stores seem like magnets for trouble in this area, and are 
unwelcoming to anyone walking over to the district from 
the light rail station.

I think with the recession, it’s just going to take longer to 
achieve the vision.

The biggest accomplishment has been around the light 
rail stations. There is still so much work to do in relation 
to community education and outreach and commercial 
revitalization.

The first sentence of the vision describes a pleasant 
and safe community - we need a more specific strategy 
around safety and partnership with law enforcement 
(their presence currently happens after “”incidents”” in 
a responsive manner rather than through a proactive 
partnership).

According to the Strategic Plan outline, it is unclear 
what measures are being taken to meet such goals. 
Community activity could be made more public, and/or 
advertised. Safety measures are absent from Plan outline.
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Close to the mark but not quite there.  Future light rail 
expansion planning would be really nice.  Perhaps a line 
that runs from Tukwila to the S Henderson Station.

There continues to be good community involvement 
in Rainier Beach as with the plan, and groups like the 
Coalition are doing what they can, but all of the problems 
outlined in the plan continue, and the vision and 
strategies are still pertinent.

Regarding strategy A, I think the strip along Henderson 
Avenue is improving greatly, especially with construction 
of the new high school and the affordable housing 
redevelopment across the street.  It is easy to get to the 
new light rail station from there.  Regarding strategy B, 
it still has a long way to go.   This seems to be a goal that 
could best be achieved through redevelopment and land 
use enhancements of existing parcels (mixed use retail 
along Rainier and Henderson, for example).  I don’t know 
enough about strategy C to comment.

Rainier Ave S, north of Henderson until Columbia City is a 
mess. Unsafe, dirty and not pedestrian friendly. 
Mixed use buildings don’t seem to be appearing along 
that corridor, and there was supposed to be traffic 
calming, green meridians installed. In the improvement 
along MLK Jr Way, Rainier Ave S seems to have been 
forgotten. 
Rainier Ave S feels unsafe for families and other 
pedestrians. Businesses with burglar bars and dark small 
entrances are unwelcoming, and our family does not 
enter them. 
Cars travel way too fast along Rainier Ave S, cutting 
through Cloverdale, Wabash Ave S/Rose St., and Seward 
Park Ave (including police cars), making it unsafe for kids 
to play in the neighborhood. 
Violent activity seems to be increasing, gun shots heard 
fairly frequently, people hanging out at bus stops, and 
walking and congregating on the streets at night.

The Light Rail gives the area a new look.  A new school is 
being built. Some new or remodeled housing.

just having moved here nearly two months ago, i don’t 
know that i can rate this one. i have traveled through the 
neighborhood more. but even then, i don’t think i have 
enough knowledge to answer this question.
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See above comment.

I wasn’t part of the process 10 years ago, so it is 
hard to say.  Since we moved to Rainier View (from 
Columbia City) I have not been able to figure out 
what neighborhood we should be part of.  Rainier 
View definitely does not feel like it is incorporated 
into Rainier Beach, let alone the City of Seattle.  Many 
times, we feel more apart of Skyway/West Hill.  I 
would like to have the vision better incorporate Rainier 
View.

Need to address business development (not more 
“mom and pop” stores) to generate public presence 
and safety on our streets and revenue for our 
community.

Safety and walkability are my top two priorities.

The priorities listed are okay, but I think safety, 
walkability, and accommodating gentrifiers without 
displacing current residents are at least equally as 
important. There should also be a priority on getting 
more shops and services in the area, particularly on 
Rainier between Kenyon and Graham.

We really need an overall to the 51st and Renton Ave 
intersection.  It is not safe.  We also need a real business 
center which would bring our neighborhood up to par 
with neighborhoods in the north end.

With some major physical accomplishments, it’s time to 
focus on making a safer, tighter community.

Unfortunately, our area has not been included in the 
neighborhood planning process and does not have an 
official set of priorities

While the city has done a fair job in supporting the 
upgrade to Henderson, the revitalization of the 
commercial core has been hampered by the giant parking 
lots and high vehicle speeds along Rainier.

I think that we should be realistic and maybe take 
another look at what needs to be on the top of the list.  
While there are many things, I think that some are more 
immediate.

It seems  that they only come to the “hood” when 
something bad happens. I would like to see the street/
sidewalks cleaned more often.

Increasing safety and preserving our diversity should be 
emphasized. Many outsiders’ perception of Rainier Beach 
are that it’s an unsafe place to live.

The priorities of any resident just don’t align with the bulk 
of the text in the plan.  Parks and green-space are great.  
But not when you’re not safe to sit or allow your children 
to play there.  When you are approached by drug dealers 
or gang members every time you turn around, it is just 
not a pleasant experience.  The business development 
described is nice, just don’t see details for delivery on 
those plans. Ditto for schools and education.

Safety and walkability are the two that in my view should 
be the focus.

The priority to whom?

For who -- my neighborhood or the city planners?

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.
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In addition to economic development at “Beach Square”, 
I’d like to see more mixed-use residential & commercial 
sites in Upper Rainier Beach/Skyway. I think the demand 
is there for a few corner stores, like a coffee shop, bakery, 
or other casual community meeting place. I don’t mean 
Starbucks! I mean local businesses. Right now I live in this 
void where there are no businesses within a 1 mile walk. 
It’s about 1.5 miles to the library/community center. And 
nothing in the other direction until you get to Renton.  
Also, I think our area would benefit from a farmers 
market or produce stand, where people could get fresh 
produce. That would be a great business to have in Beach 
Square.

Ya gotta make the place safe

We need to continue working on good schools and 
community access to education, make Rainier Beach 
High School thrive again. We need to support the Rainier 
Beach Community Center in all their efforts to reach 
out to everyone in our area. We need to encourage use 
of public transportaiton by making it safe to walk to, 
safe to wait for busses, and links to light rail, that are 
convienent. Commerical development efforts need to 
improve to encourage business to travel southeast. The 
demographics of 98118 have changed a great deal and so 
should the businesses in this area as well.

business dist improvement. What about recruiting 
business to SE. What about the $250,000,000 in dollars 
SE residents spend in REnton and Bellevue, South Center 
each year (for many years) becaseu we don’t have enough 
good and service in SE? What about the $25 Million in tax 
revenue the city loses each year because city residents 
have to leave the neighborhood to purchase stuff. What 
about a city general fund investment (instead of block 
grant) that would allow business dist improvement 
including physical  beautification without engaging 
Davis Bacon. It would be good for seattle to take a look 
at Portland PDC Commission, quit using the old lending 
of credit excuse and figure out some new ways to make 
things happen to improve biz districts.

Safety needs to be prioritized; along with economic 
development and improving schools in the neighborhood.

The city really needs to get a handle on the gang scene in 
RB and the resulting crime - assaults, robbery, burglary, 
drugs and prostitution.

I think safety and crime reduction might edge out all the 
other priorities, but wish the ones in the summary were 
being fully achieved.

increasing safety should be key in this area.  one way 
to do this is adding more street lighting.  and property 
upkeep should be enforced along the main walk areas 
- like Henderson, Rainier Ave, Renton Ave, MLK, etc.  
Overgrown brush covers sidewalks, abandoned cars are 
everwhere, trash is dumped and left.

Same as above

Question is not clear - the vision and key strategies are 
good but vague; they are still priorities to me but they do 
not appear to be priorities for the City.

Increasing safety should be a number one priority, 
though. Improving other transit options (other than the 
great new Light Rail) should also be a priority.

I think we need to discuss how people will get from Light 
Rail to their homes without feeling vulnerable or unsafe 
after dark.  This also includes feeling safe walking to 
the community center and the library after dark.  The 
SPD have identified Henderson/Rainier as a ‘hot spot.’  
Drive by shootings and drug dealing are common there.  
We’re seeing more neighborhood break-ins where I live.  
Fortunately our neighborhood is getting organized and 
making positve linkages with the police.  We also need to 
continue to prioritizes reaching out to youth in RB.

We need to focus on education and saftey more.  We 
need to continue with improvements to the business 
district.  We also need to focus on the trafic improvments 
to Henderson street and add specific priority to get the 
members of our neighborhood to the light rail and home 
from the light rail safely.

More public info about how to get involved. Getting re-
involved in my block watch may give me access to that 
info, too.

They are a priority for the residents, but not the city.

Continue to strive to make neighborhood feel safe, while 
needing better retail.

We’ll see with budget cuts. The Mapes creek walkway is 
good example of project stategy lacking priority.
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Yes would like to see more Police on foot walking the 
neighborhoods

A number of elements have been completed, new ones 
have emerged.

Improve the businesses and the community will have 
chances to interact more!!

i’m not clear about what the question is asking specifically

Get rid of the gangs.  Stop the crime.

Need to prioritize economic development and 
community development.  Esp small business, walkable 
retail and services.

Better links to the light rail system and more programs 
for youth at risk; more police presence!

See comment above related to safety.

Public transportation is changing the public sphere to 
include more commuters. How will the plan meet the 
safety and business interests of the growing commuter 
population, as well as the surrounding grids that are 
directly effected by the advent of the Light Rail and a 
changing dynamic in transportation?  
See previous comments regarding local police “efforts” to 
maintain order. Suppression of hostility is only met with 
hostility, and thus the cycle ensues. I would like to see less 
police, but more effective practices of serving the public 
needs.

I think strategy B should still be a strong priority.  As 
the neighborhood continues to improve, preserving 
neighborhood affordability will emerge as a priority as 
well.  I also think that community empowerment is a 
priority- providing for leadership opportunities among 
the residents already living there, and working with 
them to help develop neighborhood capacity for jobs 
(both in what is offered and it what skills residents of the 
neighborhood have).
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Stopping Crime and Gangs. 
Creating successful public schools

Development patterns with respect to the existing and 
planned Transportation networks. Public Amenities and 
affordable housing as a component of new development 
as well as being addressed as individual components of 
the plan.

public amenities should include schools; and how many of 
our children are attending school in the neighborhood;

Bureaucracy should be responsive.  Metro should 
cordinate with itself and light rail.  IT DOESN’T.

Business development and public safety

Public Safety.

we need transportation that works. i love the light rail; 
but my senior citizen neighbors won’t use it because it’s 
a mile away down a hill. And we need good affordable 
housing.

There should be more focus on quantifying what private 
development has happened in the last 10 years. And what 
business have closed or left.

safety, youth violence, keeping garbage off the street and 
community activism.

Crime, pubic safety, beautification, transportation safety.

demographic balance

Leveraging the light rail to create retail and housing 
density. Safety issues.

crime

improving traffic flow at the intersection of 51st and 
Renton Ave.  Providing safe permanent bathrooms 
at Hutchinson and Kubota Garden.  Improving the 
community center or rebuilding it.  Building a business 
center.

Traffic safety. The lane reformat on Renton Ave and 
Rainier Ave has slowed traffic slightly, but is not safer. Not 
a day goes by that I am not passed on the right or left for 
going too slow.

crime prevention

Reality

SPECIFICS related to economic development and 
education

safety, cleanliness, urban forest

Outlying areas of the neighborhoods.

Alternative transportation, making the area between 
MLK and Rainier more walkable, business development... 
do we really need another car mechanic or parts place 
in our neighborhood? Making Rainier Beach more of a 
destination for our businesses.

Neighborhood Beutification, Public Saftey and  Facade 
Improvements

safety

safety, attractive businesses and public places

Saftey, especially visible police presence. 
Traffic calming, to make Rainier a more pleasant place to 
spend time and do business. 
Encouraging new businesses to open in the business 
district.

Smart development.  High density housing is great.  But 
without good parks/public spaces it becomes a zoo.  New 
Holly looks like a nice place and a good plan to emulate.

living/shopping/being in a nice place (if Rainier Beach 
were a nice place)

safety

Crime

Schools

Business Development and Economic Improvement

Safety.

safety, sense of community

crime prevention, home ownership

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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Crime Control, Neighborhood maintenace

Safety and crime prevention and stop dumping all the 
poor in 98118 
More frequent street sweeps and litter pick up the place 
is a dump 
Traffic saftey and installing the roundabout on 51st

Safety and crime.  Also, getting more businesses opened 
locally by providing as secure environment for them to 
operate.

Safety, education, safety in the affordable housing 
complexes, Rainier Beach needs help in all areas.

Safety of residence/reduction in crime/gang violence

SAFETY!  And developing a business core.

Crime prevention and neighborhood safety

things for kids to get involved in

public safety and local school improvment

Affordable housing, viable businesses, safer streets.

safety

Crime prefention, Safety with the new light rail, and 
community involvment to bettering the city.

Schools, libraries, businesses and housing. Most 
importantly the safety of the community.  Please provide 
translation and interpretation when sending important 
information regarding community well being.

Environmental Changes--Community where we can walk 
safe sidewalks, well lit. More community resources for 
youth socialization. Economic development (Ross Dress 
for Less is not economic development--friendly climate 
for small business. Reinstitute gang unit and community 
policing in our neighborhood.  Transportation to and 
from light rail. At the moment, it’s difficult to get to. All 
the natural beauty in our neighborhood, the wonderful 
neighbors, the new restaurants and cafes.

Crime.

crime

EVERYTHING.  safety, education, community, security.

Teach people to cross in crosswalks and to respect people 
who are in crosswalks. 

Help teens see value in not being gangsters.

Areas for youth to go and new business development.

crime prevention-patrols

Creating a plan with action steps, timelines, and lead 
agencies

Housing. Is it possible to get afforadoble housing for 
working people. Honestly, I work....make about $40,000 a 
year, but for a 2 bedroom 2 bath home, I am paying more 
then $1,000.00 a month. Anything less then that is rat/
roach motel.

Safety

Accurate crime figures.

Safety.

Making the neighborhood pedestrian friendly for 
children. 
Decreasing crime--NO GUNFIRE!!! 
I know this is not a City of Seattle issue, but this is where 
partnerships come in--Rainier Beach High School needs 
to attract more students from the area.  It is dreadfully 
under enrolled and at risk of closing.  There are plenty 
of students in the area ot populate it.  How could the 
Dept of Neighborhoods and Seattle Public Schools work 
together to draw more neighborhood residents to that 
school?

crime, safety, and schools

Parks and open space

Effective Policing: Reinstate the gang unit, and 
community police officers. Work in conjunction with the 
schools to address issues of gang violence and black on 
black crime--this type of crime hurts everyone. Since the 
city abolished these programs gang violence and petty 
crimes have risen drastically. 
Marketing our neighborhood’s beauty and strength, the 
natural beauty, and neighbors who really care. 
The awesome food in local restaurants.

safety and walkability
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Having quality businesses & restaurants in Rainier Beach. 
Less vacant propertys or businesses that move out and 
don’t keep up the property.

continue to improve and expand Kubota Garden, improve 
the commercial area (needs drastic help), traffic calming, 
increased attention to public safety.

transportation, clean up of existing and for sale 
properties, incentives to get businesses in these sale 
properties ...

transportation, public amenities, shops and restaurants 
for the general public who want more than asian markets 
and dollar stores.

A park and ride south of the station on MLK. 
Mixed use development, more retail on Rainier and MLK.  
Landscape- median at Rainier- clean up!!!

Community education  and safety

schools

A plan for teens. More community outreach, “officer 
friendly” patrols, jobs or job training.

Reducing crime first of all, then more options to get 
people to and from the center of the neighborhood from 
the outlying residences and not just to downtown Seattle.

More focus on making the neighborhood safe and 
pedestrian friendly.  We need more sense of gathered 
community and a place to make that happen.

Bike paths *as a form of transportation and commiting* 
Developing retail core that isn’t based around driving/
parking 
Access to the rail station 
Sustainable densisty

Telling the truth about how your outreach process has 
failed. The notion that this process would be ‘more 
inclusive” than NP was in the 90’s. We   get an email from 
our community police officer asking us to reply. City 
outreach has not worked.  
Could have done a better job updating demographics- 
what about the american communities report?

Safety; economic development; improve neighborhood 
schools

1) Safety as it relates to light rail.  Sound Transit can’t do 
it all. 
2) Positive opportunities for business development and 
those businesses that serve families in the area.

At risk and low income families and youth. We don’t have 
the services and resources we need for the percentage 
of low income residents. We need a committment from 
the city to support at risk youth, innovative programs 
that support training and present options. We have the 
base for community support, we need leadership and 
resources from the city. 
We also need economic development.

Youth & community safety 
Activities for youth 
Access to Light Rail 
Revitalization of area by partnering with long standing 
cocmmunity orgs.

Public safety and reducing crime 
Attracting quality business and shopping venues 
Providing avenues to home ownership so people can 
develop pride and responsibility in the neighborhood 
After and summer school programs 
Planning and zoning design standards

Crime and drug dealing

Deal with gang activity.  Provide opportunities for kids 
to have positive activities.  Most schools need vast 
improvements as well.

public safety, road/traffic safety, street/sidewalk 
maintenance and improvement

Jobs.  I thought that was one of the prerequistes to being 
an urban village.

Safety/Crime reduction/Truancy at Rainier Beach High 
School/Encouragement of local small businesses (not just 
chain grocery and drug stores)/Beautification of Rainier 
Ave

Connecting people to light rail - buses criss-crossing 
the neighborhood.  Youth outreach - reduce violence, 
engage young people at school and community center.  
Affordable housing - improve RB for the people who 
already live there!
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affordable housing at the 50-80% AMI levels to balance 
out the amount of housing at under 30% AMI.  There 
should be an increased focus on home ownership 
programs targeted for this community for people 
up to 80% AMI.  There should be a strong focus on 
holding landlords accountable for the upkeep and 
appearance of their property.  There needs to a focus 
on crime and violence reduction and increasing safety 
particularly for pedestrians.  We desperately need an 
upgraded community center that really serves the whole 
community.

retail/community space that encourages walking

pedestrain experience along Henderson and along MLK & 
Rainier; safety; bussing to support light rail

crime prevention

Safety, not just pedestrian safety as the improvements 
have focused on. Increased police presence.

safety and business development

General upkeep of the public utilities, roads, sidewalks 
and parks.

at risk, vulnerable youth--creative uses of the $9 million 
fund focused on SE Seattle involving groups like Seattle 
180. 
Public safety--from the light rail station to Henderson/
Seward Park intersection.  Consider a shuttle bus?

affordable housing and decrease in violence

Keeping the diversity of the neighborhood intact and 
stopping the growth of vacant homes and businesses.

transportation

transportation: connector buses from neighborhoods to 
the Light-Rail

When looking at demographics,development patterns 
and housing affordability there should be more focus 
on the institutional racism leading to a disproportionate 
number of black families curently faceing forclosure, or 
losing there rental homes.

making use of the light rail

Safety, business district

better transportation to upper Rainier Beach 
decent grocery stores and other business where one can 
walk to and not be so dependent on cars. 
remove the ordinance on building 2 dwellings on one lot.

business development, affordable housing, safety

opportunities for citizen involvement in day to day 
activities

transportation

Making getting around by public transportation a 
truly convenient alternative to using private vehicles.  
Recognition that it is the people who are doing the 
walking, not the planners.

SAFETY!! And better access to light rail.  Right now, we 
would be required to change buses before getting there 
and it’s just not time effective for many of us.

delivering as promised and if not able, explain

communication to the neighborhood about the changes

Safety and growing businesses

Schools; public safety; litter; parks

Crime

safety and business developement

business district, safety, housing

SAFETY

safety and concerted effort to deal with gangs and 
getting youth programs established and those in 
existence, enhanced.

cleaning up and beautifying the area.  So much natural 
surronding beauty it’s a shame we can’t keep it cleaner.  
Bury the power lines!!

-diversified housing choices 
-pedestrian oriented connections between parks, 
housing, commerce.

transportation issues
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Reducing crime. Getting rid of the gangs.  Figuring out a 
way to add parking near the rainier beach light rail. I’m 
not going to drag my young children on a bus to the train. 
I only live 1 mile from the train, but I can’t figure a way 
to get me and my kids there. How about a place we can 
park our bikes at the train station without getting them 
ripped off?  How about more fun places to bring the kids - 
skateboard park, water parks, etc.

Safety

Safety and business development

business development

SCHOOLS! and safety.

getting faster police response to crime

public safety

Safety in the neighborhood

transportation to and from the rail from neighborhoods 
like upper rainer beach

there are back alley ways that need to be paved. most of 
them are dirt and uneven which means the will scrape the 
bottom of the car. Anyway we can get them paved?

Education

Homelessness and housing affordability. Activities 
for young people and places for them to go should be 
provided to a greater extent,

Rainier Beach should also consist of Bryn Mawr, 
Lakeridge and Skyway as these smaller neighborhoods 
are bedroom communities to the greater Rainier Beach 
area.

Crime prevention

Transportation networks.

Public amenities,  street safety within the neighborhoods

safety, and safety education

increasing citizen responsibility for neighborhood

safety

neighborhood safety, including more and better social 
services, interventions for kids in school.

More police officers on the beat and more emphasis on 
the gang unit.  More effective policing of property crimes 
too.  So many professional people I know are about to 
leave (or have left) this area just because of the crime.  
No use riding the rail if you are afraid to walk the streets 
at night.  And the city released a level 3 sex offender and 
placed him on our block at the same corner as the major 
bus stop for the neighborhood.  We were not notified 
and he is still there, most neighbors don’t know.  I spoke 
with a SPD parole officer and he told us to lock our doors 
24 hours a day because the guy is insanely violent and is 
expected to rape again- what the hell?!

Business development, urban village core development

Public safety

Seeing what can be done to make Skyway casinos 
disappear.

gangs and crime - public safety

Neighborhood transportation to connect us to Light Rail.  
For example, neighborhood shuttle busses. 
More community opportunities for the foreign born to 
learn English.

Crime prevention and gang control.

Real solutions, rather than quick-fix, short term political 
ones...

Walkable retail and services.  Bus/public transportation 
connection to the train station.

crime statistics, home ownership/property values, ratio of 
social service agencies to retail/resturants.

Gang violence, job creation and reducing the number of 
rentals.

Attracting businesses to the area that promote more of a 
community feel, crime prevention

...police patrols and making our neighborhood safe.  
When 2 hooded kids can walk up to my porch and try to 
get my wife to open the door in the middle of the day, 
there is an issue!
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Safety -- as mentioned previously, we need to be able to 
move about our neighborhood at different times of the 
day and feel safe doing so.  This is currently not the case.

completion of projects with realistic goals

Stopping crime in the area.

safety and security - gang related violence 
bus service

Business development and neighborhood cleanup.

Safety, retail development, open space and parks for 
families.

Safety.

development patterns

More police. Increasing safety. Getting repeat offenders 
off the streets.

Gang-related violence and how to deal with it to make 
the streets safer for the majority of residents.

Development and development patterns.

Safety, community building, and commercial 
revitalization

Peace, prosperity, voice, change.

Continued support of the parks.  I.E.: Lakeridge park, 
Kubota Gardens and Lake Washington improvements.  
Expanded bus lines that were synchronized to support 
the existing Light Rail.

It would be interesting to see a comparison between 
the different neighborhoods in terms of achievement 
so that people could determine which factors were 
instrumental in success--community support, business, 
City investment, achievable goals, etc. Also, a focus on 
the degree of change instead of the “snapshot” model in 
terms of demographic and census information.

community development, capacity building of current 
residents, preserving affordable housing and promoting 
home ownership.  Also, completing bicycle infrastructure 
(connecting bike routes to Columbia City for example). 
Revitalizing the commercial core and attracting suitable 
retail businesses to the neighborhood.  Crime prevention 
and community policing.

Business and mixed use building development. 
Making the community more safe and walkable 
Education. 
Community outreach efforts

Safety, cleaning up and developing Rainier Avenue with 
new retail and mixed use

Development patterns, public amenities

walkability (commercial district, henderson street), 
preventing gentrification, neighborhood festivals and 
events that bring people together, education!
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Light Rail - unless of course - they make the Henderson/ 
Rainier Ave South area crime free

Light rail ... it is done, although not well

All of it needs attention.

The status report seems to be taking credit for things 
that were totally separate, e.g. Libraries for All. Mapes 
Walkway is a nice idea, but it is unkept and lonely.

diversity - everyone knows that there are many different 
races, cultures, ideologies/ housing is already affordable 
here.  there should be a better balance between rent/own 
so people would have more accountability or ownership 
in the neighborhood.

The Chief walking trails.  I probably won’t use them.  I 
am not interested in hiking under major electrical power 
wires/source.

The Chief Sealth Trail is a silly idea. Who wants to go 
hiking and biking under power lines?

Platitudes

“Urban Villages”

Think Rainier Beach has significant needs all around. A 
holistic approach is needed in order to Rainier Beach to 
close the disparties and eliminate bad reputation that it 
has.

density

Henderson street: a job well done by the city, the light rail 
should encourage improvements from the private sector 
as the economy recovers.

transportation to get out

Parks and Recreation, at least until every improvement 
isn’t being claimed as a new gang/youth hang out.

affordable housing - we have enought thanks

diversity

Tearing down and  and then building new schools

New curb & gutter project

Has there been any focus?

The Rainier Beach Library was just remodeled not too 
long ago, why does it need to be remodeled so soon?

light rail

BUilding condos thinking that will change everything

This community is in need of major focus on all level so 
there isn’t anything that I would recommend focusing 
on less because that’s how bad Rainier Beach needs the 
attention.

Every single crime, reported, made a big deal about so 
that people think of RB as  “a bad neighborhood” when

nothing.

unsure

Creating a vision with no forseeable means of 
implementing that vision

Keep the rest in there.

Housing density/affordibility.  We already have more 
apartment buildings than other areas of the city. We 
also have a higher proportion of low income apartment 
buildings than other areas of the city.  We need to focus 
on improving quality of life for the residents that live here 
before focusing on moving more people in.

Looking at our neighborhood through distorted lens 
of institutionalized racism. Because a community has 
diversity does not mean it is inferior, a perception that 
gets reinforced by media/city etc.

Low income housing.

housing affordability

Open space

Maintaining status quo vis-a-vis avoiding density

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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We were told that 3 SE neighborhoods would have plans 
reviewed, now the request to all villages to update the 
city. Why do you spend the little dollars there are redoing 
replanning, reasking, what the citizens designed- why 
not finally invest as we asked you to? The planning 
commision has been out for focus groups, the auditor, 
why can’t the city just make some neighbor voted on 
improvements instead of spending the resources every 2 
years on this?

Transit integration, park beautification [love parks, but 
not at the expense of other priorities]

Graffiti 
Whatever neighborhood the mayor lives in

Safety

art (sculptures)

the ordinance on building 2 dwellings on one lot.

High income housing

gentrification

MLK Avenue businesses.  Light Rail is up and it’s time 
to look beyond that one strip needing assistance and 
development.

any other subject.

Social services

light rail

development

Street signs and banners

what they WANT to do or envision that doesn’t seem to 
get done

Housing affordability.

Control, division, silence, acquiescence.

stats

Infrastructure improvements and community 
investments (with the exception of bike infrastructure 
mentioned above)- it seems like the vast majority of focus  
has been on this, which is fabulous and has been much 
needed, but seems to have been largely achieved.

The MLK Jr Way along the light rail looks great (except for 
the Safeway corner)

Let’s focus on Rainier Ave S now...

?

not sure.
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Sort of irrelevant and more of an ad than anything else.

Public amenities are worthless if people are afraid to use them because 
of crime.

there should be a survey and mapping of and some emphasis placed on 
how ‘nuisance businesses’ have impacted the neighborhood.

A comprehensive plan to prevent crime and increase police presence is 
essential to the viability of this neighborhood.

It would be helpful to post crime statistics for each neighborhood on 
yearly basis.

The “Urban Village” doesn’t include improvements to transportation 
to and from the core aside from the light rail.  We need better 
intersections in outlying areas--especially at 51st and Renton/Roxbury!

The bullet on the SE Transportation study suggest far more 
improvements than we have felt along Rainier.

I’d like to know how the city plans to address continued crazy driving 
along Rainier Ave, despite the 6 figure 2.5 year Rainier Safety Corridor 
Project.  People continue to use the turn and Bicycle lanes to pass at 
high speeds, mowing down the pedestrian crosswalk islands and any 
cars or BICYCLISTS in their path.  This chicken wouldn’t cross the road 
on Rainier Avenue unless there was a fire to escape, and crossing was 
my one path to survival.

Much more emphasis should be given on the social aspects of the 
plan...curbing gang activity and other crimes (victim and victimless).   
Without making this a safe community, all other plans will not do very 
much in the long run.

Crime prevention?  Hiring new police officers?  Nice to hear that we’re 
building out the shopping center, but it’s 3 blocks from my house and I’ll 
never use it as long as it’s still rated as one of the most likely places in 
the city to get shot by a stray gang bullet.

The local public schools in the Rainier Beach area are amoung the most 
under enrolled and least succesfull.   This hurts housing value and allows 
crime to flourish.

Increasing employment opportunities and career developments for the 
Rainier Beach residents should be another thing to focus.

crime

It seems the focus is mainly on transportation and a plaza?  I think the 
plan should be broadened to include other areas of emphasis.

it would be good to know turn over of local 
businesses, i.e., how many opened that 
were new, how many closed.

What are SPD’s plans for engaging with 
the community? What are Metro/Sound 
Transits plans for changing/improving our 
transportation infrastructure?

I might have missed it, but it does not 
thoroughly address plans to improve the 
community center, and how the community 
center could better meet the needs of the 
community (ie: not just physical structure, 
but actual programs).

Safety Issues=Improve relationships with 
police teams to: 
better response to 911 calls 
deal with gang and drug related violence 
hooking up support and intervention 
resources for families

See above.

There’s enough underused/vacant land to 
support some parking south of the light rail 
station.  I understand the reasons it has not 
been accommodated, but this is something 
that needs to be rethought.  I’ll take a little 
traffic, along with a little activity, in that 
rather moribund area.

Safety issues are not addressed

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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So we build this nice Chief Sealth trail, but I walk it and 
rarely see anyone on it. How about a Rainier Beach 
bicycle club? Can this be incorporated into the schools 
in Rainier Beach? Who was this trail built for? We need 
cycling leadership or even a walking club in the Rainier 
Beach area. When you pave streets, you make the 
area look nice. When you INCLUDE people, you build a 
neighborhood.

With the exception of the SE transportation study and the 
paint on asphalt, Rainier Beach is a rehash of stuff created 
years ago, funded or voted for years ago. The gaps are:  in 
not listening to the neighborhoods, and doing what they 
designed 10 years ago. And in taking credit for what was 
on the table , voted on by citizens before. And in trying 
to survey all groups instead of just doing swhat you said, 
which was update 3 SE plans. How much money have you 
spent on this?

Action plan to deal with crime.

Youth and violence. Crime. Gang warfare issues.

Specifics on exactly how the neighborhood can be 
rejuvenated. Personally, I think rejuvenating MLK now is a 
lost cause. It is just a transportation corridor that’s a royal 
pain to try to cross. Rainier Beach has always gotten the 
shaft, but it can’t recover from this boondoggle and the 
way it was implemented.

Safety

Again, people need to feel safe going to RB.

Jobs

Status focuses on what’s been accomplished, and not 
what hasn’t. We have a long way to go...

No mention of reducing youth violence.

% of people in subsidized housing, % of kids on free/
reduced school lunches,

It seems like there should be a “next steps” section.

crime prevention

It doesn’t address the significant level of crime in this 
neighborhood. The safety emphasis is on pedestrian 
safety (very important), but we also need an emphasis 
on crime reduction, other transit improvements 
(FREQUENCY is the key to improving most bus routes, 
and more police patrols on buses and at bus stops).

Lack of police presence in active areas of the 
neighborhood where obvious activies are taking place 
every day, in broad daylight.

If you lose all the neighbors then the developments are 
useless.

The draft status report had such old data.  I found the 
housing an employment and demographic summary to 
be non helpful.  I don’t believe that the info is accurate.  I 
would like to know what the stats were 5 years ago and 
what they are today.  I feel that the neighboorhood is 
looseing it’s diverisity.  Maintaining the diversity was part 
of the plan.  It is not being atained.

I think there’s lip service paid to the perceived gang/crime 
issue, and the South Precinct does a good job at involving 
the community, but NIMBYism is rampant...

safety

To make both the Light Rail line and the commercia/ civic 
core integral and strong, Metro Transportation must be 
pressured to maintain close watch on their bus feeder 
patterns. People can be expected to walk two, maybe 
three blocks, and to expect patron friendly bus collection 
and delivery patterns. Otherwise they will still depend on 
their vehicles, and once in the vehicle, they don’t need 
to patronize Rainier Beach merchants, or the Light Link 
Rail. They can go to Renton, Columbia City, Southcenter, 
Madison Park, SoDo.

There is not enough police patrolling.  There are not 
sufficient resources to keep kids off the streets - the 
amount of truancy in our neighborhood is inexcusable!

Staffing levels for police

safety is related, I think, to public presence. Much focus 
needs to be on community scale business development

The investment of seattle public schools - two new school 
buildings - that support the “community education” 
strategy.
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raiNier beaCh

Explicit ideas about education. Using artistt and art to 
educate youth, engage them in the welfare of their own 
neighborhood. Pride, ownership.

If the reports for Rainier Beach included stat’s for Bryn 
Mawr, Lakeridge and Skyway I think the scope of the 
results would be much wider:  higher rate of home 
ownership, possibly higher rate of crime, and a wider 
range of incomes.  This area has million dollar homes two 
blocks from fore-closed Section 8 housing which makes 
creating a unified sense of community very challenging.  
Lots of kids down here too!

If so I have not noticed.

Rainier Beach needs a connection with the water- 
the lake.  But that would mean removing the private 
marina.....

Explanding the neighborhood plan to include all of 
Rainier Beach. Plan should extend right up to the city/
county limits.

It thinks light rail will be an asset for RB

Very little about crime.

crime statistics. These can help the city know where to 
increase street lighting and foot patrols.

Was unable to review the report online before taking this 
survey

I am not sure what the “draft status report” is

we have a gang problem. More police presence, more 
social services, more to address poverty.

I don’t see any reference to public safety concerns or a 
plan to address them. I assume that the Seattle police 
department is making efforts to reduce the impact of 
the gang presence in the neighborhood; it would be 
nice to have a bullet that speaks to those efforts and the 
challenges or successes they have encountered.

2024 employment growth targets in relation to jobs

See above.

See comments above related to safety, community 
building and litter prevention

Mission vs. strategy.

It is difficult to, at a glance, gauge how successful the 
plans have been in terms of goals achieved and also 
difficult to get a read on the general gist of the report at 
a glance--for most this isn’t adequately covered in vision 
and goals.

One obvious gap is that the census data is nearly 10 
years old- will the reports be finalized before or after 
new census data comes out?  The newer data would be 
very helpful and obviously more relevant.  In particular, 
housing prices/ rents could be updated from other 
sources than from the census.  
Also, the status report should include counts of new/ 
rehabilitated affordable housing projects happening 
in the neighborhood, as well as bicycle infrastructure 
inventory/ improvements.   
Finally, while the report does a very good job of 
documenting the community investment that has come 
into the community (and the city should be commended 
for committing so much funding to the neighborhood!), 
there is no mention of any kinds of education initiatives or 
programs that would help support strategy C, education.  
I would love to see more reporting on programs, 
initiatives, etc. that show how this goal is beng met.  On 
the same note, it would be helpful to see reporting on any 
sort of community policing initiatives, programs, etc. that 
may be in place in the neighborhood.



Status Check
Transcript of University Community Questionnaire Responses
The University Community Urban Center Plan was adopted in 
1998 and includes Ravenna and University District Northwest 
Urban Centers and the University of Washington Campus. 
The map shows the neighborhood plan and urban village 
boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

16

0

14

12

2

4

10

8

6

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

37 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/university/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp


uNiverSity CommuNity

uNiverSity CommuNity  aerial map



uNiverSity CommuNity

775

Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

not sure

There have been some excellent capitol projects that 
have improved the sidewalks and street scape along 
University Way.  University Heights is now owned by 
the community which will help stabilize the future of 
the Farmers Market and its community programming.  
The business core along University Way is inconsistent 
block by block.  Some blocks are defintiely more seedy 
and drug infested than others.  The quality of new 
development for housing and retail is inconsistent.  I am 
pleased with the quality of some of the projects, but not 
all.  It’s been really good to see “ave” businesses improve 
their facades.

Better lighting, wider sidewalks, more trees -- all positive.  
The neighborhood still has some issues with panhandling 
and crime/violence, but overall the situation has 
improved.

For me... not alot. Parking has gotten worse.

it never has good parking

A flux of businesses coming and going on the Ave, 
renewed interest in the area because of Roosevelt and 
the light rail, an increase in crime north of us, U-Village 
expanding.

Over the last 10 years, I have seen an increase in 
construction of new retail and housing units.

Yes. Uncontrolled growth in residential areas.

Some new businesses. Crime around campus seems to 
have increased.

AVE improvement project has improved streetscape 
and attracted new businesses.  Acquisition of University 
Heights provides potential for permanent home for 
U-District Farmers Market.

There appears to be less gang activity, yet more random 
violence.

More multi-family housing, particularly of a private, 
for-profit, condo-model variety, has replaced much 
single-family housing. The RPZ # 10 has been successful, 
which was established around 1995. And bus service has 
improved, along the lines of more rapid throughfare.

a lot more housing on the West side of campus. Addition 
of #30 bus makes possible some great crosstown travel 
both E to  U village, sand point and W to fremont / seattle 
Center  All the new housing means there are a lot more 
places where pedestrians cross bad traffice eg along 
roosevelt and traffic signals do not keep up. 9th NE 
sidewalks are a mess and new construction is not helping 
yet.

I used to live at 50th and 7th, now I live in Roosevelt 
just to the north.  It’s the most convenient place to our 
house to do a lot of shopping, eating, etc.  There is a lot 
of turnover in stores on the Ave. unfortunately, so that’s 
a change, though I’ve been excited to see more small 
clothing boutiques move in over time.  Overall, I think 
there has been definitely been an increase in the variety 
of retail over time, but not as much with the restaurants.  
There has been restaurant turnover, but not necessarily 
any increase in the variety of food available.  The farmer’s 
market has definitely gotten more popular, with it 
being much more crowded than when I first moved into 
the area six years ago.  The neighborhood has gotten 
more sketchy in the past few years.  While I didn’t used 
to feel uncomfortable walking around at night, now 
I prefer to ride the bus home if it’s dark even though 
it’s an easy walk.    More dense housing / apartment 
buildings have been built throughout the area, which I 
think is an improvement, especially as a majority of the 
places replaced were empty lots / run-down houses.  The 
apartment buildings are in a variety of styles, and overall 
add to the aesthetic of the ave, like the new lothlorien 
(?) apartments and the really modern looking ones north 
of 55th near the community school.  The ones along 11th 
and 12 south of 50th are kind of boring architecturally, 
even though they are an improved use of the land.

More large corporate stores (tanning salons, chain 
restaurants, etc)

Some cosmetic facelift attempts have been made to 
University Way, but the variety of businesses there has 
dropped substantially, while the homeless/vagrant 
population has stayed the same.  This makes the Ave less 
desirable as a place to spend time or money.

More crime, higher rents, more hassles while walking to 
and from places, some favorite businesses are long gone 
since the 2003 construction.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?
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More/better neighborhood shopping.  Housing is still 
very uneven with slum like places next to well cared for 
homes.

Density has increased.  Criminals hanging out on 
University Way, intimidating residents and shoppers has 
increased.

It is denser.  I have been concerned about speculators 
buying single family homes, tearing them down, and 
throwing up apartments/condos.  So there are less of 
the classic homes that lend the neighborhood character, 
and backyards/green areas/trees are gone, replaced by 
proprty line-to-line construction and asphalt for parking.

A little more dense; a fair amount of gentrification.

The Ave looks nicer.  Still too many homeless.

Street and park improvements.  Business has declined 
somewhat.

Maple Leaf has added a P-Patch in the last several years.

The Ave reconstruction is very nice--I especially like 
the artwork.Safeco jobs are gone. There are more 
nearby grocery stores (Trader Joe’s, and Whole Foods in 
Roosevelt) and the Farmer’s Market has grown and is now 
year-round. There are several new apartment buildings, 
almost exclusively targeted to students.  Most of the 
townhome construction north of 50th is sad--many are 
showing age in just a few years.

In the last decade we have seen many new townhouses 
built on our street, 11th Ave. Some houses were vacant or 
in disrepair, however, lots of trees were lost.  Several old 
homes were upgraded, and an infamous landlord lost his 
houses which were always out of control. There are fewer 
transients hanging out in our alley, and it does feel safer.    
There has been an increase of pedestrians and bicyclists.  
Roosevelt Avenue is difficult for pedestrians to cross 
though with all the traffic.

There has been more construction of apartments yet 
many of the traditional houses remain. University Way 
has been worked on and in some ways is much better. 
Ravenna park has been changed, with the daylighting 
of the creek and work inside the ravine and at the 
playground. Cowen park and the ravine have become 
safer  parks. Too many expensive housing options seem 
to be coming to be the norm.

Past decade:  Ave has “come back”; University Heights 
property will soon be in the hands of the community; 
transit service has improved and will continue to improve 
with light rail; demographic characteristics are changing 
(larger “households”);  Infill has picked up (until the 
current economic recession)

Plans are afoot to build a massive SR 520 interchange on 
the campus, a very bad idea.   The University has growed 
like Topsy.  University Village keeps on getting bigger and 
bigger and impinging o n the surrounding area.  Design 
guidelines are ignored while DPD uses Hongkong density 
as its ideal.  Hamilton House closed.

I haven’t noticed much since I’m young and don’t 
remember earlier developments, but I’ve heard that the 
Ave has improved greatly in terms of safety, sidewalks 
and traffic.

Mostly I’ve noticed new development on the ave and on 
campus. I haven’t noticed many other changes.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most pleased about?
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Ravenna Park is always nicely maintained and we never feel unsafe there. 
Cowen Park is great during the day, sketchy at night. And I’m glad there are 
businesses coming to the area that seem to be doing well, who are staying in 
business.

See note above about rt 30. REALLY like it.    really nice upgrade for the park 
just N of the University bridge where the Sadako statue is. Nice for some 
tourists but also nice in area.    Love all the different restaurants on the ave 
but would not mind if there were more choices w of roosevelt.

Higher quality mixed use development is bringing in more permanent 
residents.  That supports a more thriving business community and helps with 
safety issues.  More people out and about at all times.

Bus service is good here.

We love the Farmer’s Market and the library.  New houses have brought 
new sidewalks.   Great bus service. Our community police officer has kept us 
informed.

We like the new Northgatge library and community center. We use them all 
the time. We also like our small business district (Cloud City Coffee, Reckless 
Video, Snappy Dragon) and are hoping it will grow some.

other things 
respondents are 
pleased about:

• Improvements in 
lighting, sidewalks, etc.
• University Heights is 
becoming a community 
meeting place.
• farmer’s market
• Farmers Market
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We do have a lot of nice restaurants with friendly staff.

I am very pleased the light rail will be coming to the 
university district. The location of the terminal is a little 
odd - husky stadium is an out of the way location- but 
still it’s progress. I’m also glad to see some mixed use 
development on the ave.

see above

Bus routes to the U-District are great, DURING THE 
ACADEMIC YEAR.  Similarly, the UW campus, and 
surrounding area, has many great libraries, events, art 
galleries, things to see and do - as long as you are there 
when classes are in session.  Cheap places to eat can be 
found on every corner, with quick and efficient service.

I love the local businesses and the housing. The metro is 
also really easy to use here, and makes not having a car 
convenient.

Some new housing units are very nice.  The Farmers 
Market is world class and gets bigger and better each 
year!
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other things 
respondents are 

dissatisfied about:
• lack of police visibility
• condition of streets
• lack of sidewalks in our 
part of the neighborhood 
(105th)
• Sidewalks and public 
spaces feel dirty and in 
disrepair

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
restaurants)

buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?
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I’m glad the bus lines come here, but the 70-numbered buses are some of the 
most dangerously packed, and are acknowledged as such. It’s not safe. As for 
safety, a number of vehicles on our street have been broken into in the last 
six months, and a bunch of people have been mugged in or around Cowen 
Park. As for buildings, the Sisley buildings around 65th are a disgrace and an 
eyesore - I hope something is done about those in the near future.

lots of graffitti, drugs, homelessness issues. leaving it to churches to solve not 
necessarily terrible but still need more resources.

The U-District (excluding the campus) is very pavement heavy!  We need 
more gardens, a more walkable environment, fewer cars and more public 
transportation.

too many old run down buildings & absentee landlords  not enough police 
patrols

Speculators buy single family homes, tear them down, and build condos and 
apartments, eliminating backyards with trees and plants, replaced by asphalt 
for parking.  There doesn’t seem to be any end to this.

We don’t really have a community center in the University District. 
University Heights serves the whole city and is not a community center. Our 
neighborhood organization, RNA, would have to pay to have meetings there. 
Many streets have so many potholes that it makes it difficult to ride bikes 
safely.  Pedestrians face noise and air pollution and very busy streets.
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Our neighborhood is not very walkable or bikeable, 
particularly for kids. We live less than a mile from their 
school (Sacajawea), but they can’t walk there because there 
are no sidewalks or safe crossings across 15th.

It’s hard sometimes to even wait at a bus stop, because 
there’s a high likelihood of being hassled. Traffic along 
the #44 bus route is often so terrible it doesn’t make it for 
several scheduled stops - and it’s tough to wait 30 minutes 
or more when the street life gives you a hard time.

The Ave is a known hotspot for drugs / criminal activity. 
More targeted policing would improve safety and business.    
Streetlamps are often broken or dim; could use alternate 
bus routes that do not run through campus (eg, go straight 
down Montlake/25th instead of cutting over to campus).  
More bike lanes would be a great improvement, especially 
for children and their parents.

Some buildings and alleys are garbage filled and not 
cared for.  It’s difficult sometimes to enter and leave alleys 
because cars are parked so close to the alleys.

Overall feeling of safety, especially after business hours, 
has significantly decreased.

Transportation planning has gone amuck.  Puttimng SR 
520 interchanges into the Arboretum and on campus would 
be a disaster for everyone, except Montlake.   Extending 
the SLUT to the University District would cost millions, 
congest traffic, lose millions annually, and be very bad for 
the District.   Making North 50th eastbound slowed traffic 
there, pushed it to 65th St., and led to more cut-through 
traffic on neighborhood streets.    The stress on density has 
led to box designs of buildings that are just plain ugly.

I don’t like the crime on the Ave. It used to only seem 
dangerous at night, but now feels less safe during the 
day,especially on Univ Way between 47th and 50th.

Despite infrastructure improvements, drugs and crime 
seem to be the same (fairly high) or higher.

Too many bums during the day.  Too much violence at 
night.

Housing is too expensive. Many more lower income 
options need to become available to allow more 
traditional and diverse residents to stay and come. Light 
rail needs to come all the way to the U-district and then 
continue to Northgate. While this may be planned I 
do not have confidence in the prospects for increasing 
transportation options.

The UW is such a large part of this community, but I 
believe that it is too often forgotten that the UW is 
comprised of more than just students.  Nearby residents, 
researchers, professors, and staff of every level contribute 
just as much to this community (both monetarily and 
in presence).  Unfortunately, the neighborhood all but 
shuts down when the UW goes on academic break.  
Business hours are shortened, and transportation options 
to some places are cut nearly in half.  While busses to 
downtown continue to be frequent and convenient, the 
bus schedules for other neighborhoods in Seattle, and 
especially for outlying areas, often leave UW staff, and 
other working members/residents of the U-District, 
waiting for more than 30 minutes in between busses to 
and from the U-District.  Additionally, the routes that 
continue to run, often arrive shortly after the hour, and 
depart the U-District shortly before the hour- which is 
about as inconvenient as possible for anyone that starts 
and ends work ON the hour.    The Ave has recieved a 
bit of attention in cosmetic changes, but there is very 
little diversity in businesses and restaurants, some store 
fronts have been empty for more than a year, loitering/
panhandling continue to be a problem.  I no longer want 
to have lunch on the Ave, or walk around after work in 
this neighborhood.  The number of violent attacks, thefts 
and crimes has risen steeply in the last few years, causing 
major safety concerns.

University Way remains seedy and unsafe.  Not enough 
park or open space given the population density.  Not 
enough community space - although new ownership of 
University Heights may change all that. Retail mix needs 
to improve.

SDOT seems to have priorities that do not match those of 
the community.
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Ravenna Creek was daylighted for only half its 
distance in Ravenna Park --- a fraction of the 
run to University Slough.  The artworks outlining 
its route to be put intio the sidewalks have 
yet to be built; and the sidewalks built by the 
developer don’t have them.  The plan was in 
essence abandoned, altho this website claims 
completion. 
  The plan prohibited more traffic at Montlake 
Boulevard N.E. and N.E. Pacific St.  City planning 
disregards that. 
  The plan called for a master plan for University 
Village.  That too has gone nowhere. 
  Mayor Paul Schell was a major influence on the 
plan, and only those elements he really wanted 
have been carried out. 
  The City ignores the input of the citizenry.

The strategies seem very general. The 
least progress would probably be on transit 
improvements along 25th Ave NE, and the 
protection of Northern Tier residences (which I 
suppose townhomes meets in theory).

They’re really generic, and not really specific, 
which makes it hard for me to determine if 
they’re being acheived.  I think next time around 
the goals need to be a bit more specific.  Part of 
it is, there’s no map that tells me how they are 
dividing the area up for the key strategies.  The 
provided map has a different division. 
Also, I’m not sure how the changes in more dense 
housing have also translated to providing more 
residential options in terms of affordability...I’m not 
sure how affordable a lot of those newer places are. 
This area does continue to be a great transportation 
hub, especially for bus service.

Since we don’t seem to have a vision or plan, I can’t 
comment on this.

The key strategies of attracting families are not 
achieving because of crime and extensive nuisances 
(lax landlords that don’t control renters that are 
rude, noisy at night, or disrespectful of property 
appearance.)

City seems to ignore some plans, such as, why is 
so much greenery eliminated when goal is to be 
environmentally sensitive?

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.

very well somewhat
well

somewhat
poorly

very poorly don’t know/
neutral

20

0

5

15

10

How well are your Neighborhood Plan vision and 
key strategies being achieved?

Movement is so slow.  It’s frustrating.

Certainly the Ave Improvement project and changes on 
Campus Parkway have enhanced the area.  The work to acquire 
U-Heights is a major accomplishment.  Developing it into a 
true community center is the next step and very important to 
building more of a sense of community in the neighborhood.  
We have great bus service here and light rail will be a huge plus.

Streets are in bad need of repair where transit has broken 
them down. No response to repairing them and saving Metro 
thousands in repair bills.

I do not feel our neighborhood has improved its ability to 
attract families with children and believe this needs to be 
improved (addressing the safety issue will help this) . There 
is still a lack of open space in the main business corridor. 
With Sound Transit’s impending arrivial, this may change.  
The business community and University have become better 
partners...especially with the UW’s purchase of the Safeco 
Tower.
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Technically I agree with goal B-3 “”Allow for parking at 
levels necessary to sustain the economic viability and

vitality of the UCUC, while discouraging commuting 
by single-occupant vehicles and use of UCUC parking 
facilities by commuters using transit to travel to 
other destinations.”” but I think it overemphasizes 
the need for parking. I believe much of the parking 
in the U-district could be removed without hurting 
it’s long-term economic viability. Policy C-2.5 doesn’t 
particularly matter to me. Preserving the character of 
a residential neighborhood shouldn’t interfere with 
creating the most efficient and livable neighborhood. 
If creating a more livable neighborhood means 
increasing density of adopting new building styles 
that aren’t consistent with the neighborhoods current 
character than I would be glad to let the neighborhood 
change.

I don’t see much emphasis west of the Ave in the 
key strategies.  Roosevelt and 11th Ave, two major 
arterials, aren’t mentioned. 

I am aware of the Pedestrian Master Plan, but I don’t 
see anything about that in the plan.

see above

These strategies need more work to be achieved.

Priority for me? Yes.  For the city?  Do not know.

Safe pedestrian options and green spaces are key. 
Maintaining mix of housing options also a top priority.

The vision for a truly living, healthy community is not well 
defined.  We have a huge amount of traffic to and through 
the District, but do people really think of it as a place they 
want to live?  It could be one of the BEST places to live in 
the City, close in, proximate to the University, walkable, 
hip and filled with green spaces - a place that engages 
people in the joy of living.

I do not feel the key strategies mentioned are any less 
important today than when written.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so
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Context. Economic information should have city and 
state averages for comparison. If there were goals in the 
plan thos should be included too.

Completing the elements sought by the  citizenry.

 Making an honest appraisal of the many failures.

 Getting genuine public input.   Holding a neighborhood 
planning meeting at Northgate and on the very date 
of the monthly University District Community Council 
meeting betrays a practice of going through the motions 
while pushing the insiders bureaucratic agenda.   

  It would not have taken much more effort to hold a 
meeting at University Heights just for the University 
Community Urban Center, enlisted the support of the 
University District, University Park, and Roosevelt 
Neighbors Alliance in co-sponsoring and inviting 
residents, and then given their officers a role in making 
presentations and offering alternatives.  Doing so would 
approach neighborhood planning rather than downtown 
interests planning  neighborhood by neighborhood.

the interrelationships between and among other planning 
and public investment programs and initiatives such as 
coordination of transit providers, economic development 
strategies such as small business assistance, and possible 
public/private intiatives for social services

Truly affordable housing not for UW students. 
Transportation.

traffic  and use of alternative forms of transportation: 
walking, biking, busing.

The strategies in Seattle’s “”Center City Family-Friendly 
Urban Neighborhood”” should also apply to the 
University Community. I am professional staff at UW and 
live in the U-District near Ravenna Park with my wife and 
2 children (both of whom were born in the U-District). 
We would love to live closer to my office but there is no 
family housing on campus and very little in the U-District. 
We have no interest in the upkeep that a large townhome 
requires, but apartments with 2+ small bedrooms are 
very hard to find. I would love to see some incentives 
for innovative options like small units with more shared 
community space.

pedestrians and bicyclists

crime and landlord enforcement

Safety, crime, drugs, law enforcement

Transportation - the light rail is coming along so slowly.   
More families in the neighborhood would be great, but 
safe streets are first.

Safety and affordable housing. Aside from gangs, 
prostitution, and other street crime, college students 
often behave in extremely disruptive ways. As a long term 
community, it seems more effort should be made for the 
safety of all. Much of the housing is very overpriced, and 
seems like at attempt to gouge students.

Safety, diversity of businesses, attracting visitors.  
Creating a pedestrian friendly environment.

safety, affordable housing, developing a stable retail 
community / supporting uniting local retailers.  Increasing 
access / bike lanes outside of the Ave.

pedestrian friendliness and walkable scale

Transportation, public safety, open space (green space), 
and supporting the University Heights Community 
Centre.

Creating a neighborhood/community on a living systems 
model.

Community centers and transportation and safety.

Safety. Continue to support the police dept with funding.

Safety and attracting more families.

Public amenities, transportation, housing affordability

safety and affordable housing

business development

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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uNiverSity CommuNity uNiverSity CommuNity

Demographics. The ethnic and age distributions of the neighborhood aren’t particularly important to me.

Statistics and promotion of density.

land use

land use exemptions that allow for townhome/density. Sufficient density is easily achieveable with 
apartment units and converted homes. Allowing townhomes displaces the U district’s key density-increasing 
demographic- renting students.  For example, old homes typically have 3 or more rental units in each, but 
when they’re torn down and replaced with 3 townhomes, renters cannot afford them, so low-impact density 
is reduced and in many cases the neighborhood is blighted.

assuming we still need more density.

Making things look nice - some of the cosmetic changes are nice to be sure, but hardly noticeable when you 
can’t stop anywhere to enjoy them.

no idea.

making eg U Village friendly for cars. I want to be able to get there and spend money too.

Density at any price.

Maximizing returns to commercial property owners.

New housing.

Am not sure there should be less focus on any one of the issues. In order to increase safety and attract 
families, we need make sure we have a lively and engaging retail area and reliable transportation.

Demographics

racial composition of the neighborhood.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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uNiverSity CommuNity

Crime statistics. Information on homelessness and services for the poor. 
Changes in the number of trees since adopting the plan.

See above 
The report to the City Council should be reviewed and subject to 
comment by leaders in the City’s Neighborhood Council.  It should not be 
another of those departmental submissions that adbvocater the agenda 
of the mayor and the department of planning and development, which 
have editted out dissent.

demographic information describing the market demand characteristics 
of the population

population growth is not shown and since increasing urban density is a 
goal, it would seem like that would be included.

It seems like a major omission to leave out the fact that Safeco is gone.

Our neighborhood is not included.

Crime statistics

What is ultimate goal?  To be dense like NYC in three decades?

There are no notes on points of traffic congestion, and how to alleviate those - e.g. I-5 at 45th; the Montlake/Pacific/520 
interchange.

talks about rezones and height limits, but not much about how that has translated to the changes in the residential 
community in the narrative.  Also, there is absolutely no mention of relations with the University in the Status report.  
One vision bullet is about having an active partnership with UW, how is this being acheived?  What steps have been 
taken towards this partnership?  Is the UW actively involved or what?

Affordable housing

Gaps that result in destroying much of the single-family character of our residential neighborhoods.

No a strong enough vision.  As a result, the steps outlined are not very compelling.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?



Status Check
Transcript of Wallingford Questionnaire Responses

The Wallingford Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1998 and 
includes the Wallingford Residential Urban Village. The map 
shows the neighborhood plan and urban village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

80

0

60

20

40

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

186 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/wallingford/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp


WalliNgford  aerial map
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

WalliNgford

Far more density and traffic

Some major arterials have either been changed to 
local streets or hand traffic circles installed in them 
regardless of the fact they are arterial streets (eg: 56th 
between Latona and Meridian).  These are car traffic 
thoroughfares.  When cars can no longer travel on those 
streets they end up of smaller, adjacent streets which are 
less prepared to handle the traffic.

More block watch and unity

Business changes. Some gone out of business. Some new 
successful businesses. More traffic.

There is much greater density because of townhomes 
and condos being constructed. Traffic through our area 
between N. 45th and N. 50th has increased and people 
drive faster. People want to avoid the stalled traffic on 
the main arterials, so they cut through the side streets. 
Many more vehicles belonging to homeless people are 
parked on the streets, presumably because of the services 
(health, food, psychiatric, housing) available on N. 45th. 
More noise comes from Woodland Park area....batting 
cages, concerts, loud amplification of events. Many 
more young families with young children have bought 
homes here, so the demographics have changed. It is 
also scary to see reckless drivers barreling through the 
neighborhood when children are out on the sidewalks 
or trying to cross a street. Some scary crimes have 
been committed in the last year or so.....a stabbing of a 
pregnant woman a block away, a rape of a woman by a 
stranger in her own home, a shooting at an apartment a 
few blocks away.

Many town-houses have been built

There has been a vast surge in traffic on neighborhood 
streets, specifically those needing to cut through 
neighborhoods to avoid the increasing traffic on 50th 
and 45th streets. We have also seen an increase in 
homelessness and in people sleeping in cars, and leaving 
cars, on the streets. Additionally, we have seen increases 
in graffiti in our neighborhood.

New side walks and bus stop areas.

There is lots more growth (ugly condos) and traffic.

Don’t know.

The rents have become astronomical.

Wallingford has done a lot to bring people to it, new retail 
and rentable buildings have gone up, and the feeling is a 
safe place in the City

The neighborhood has not changed dramatically 
since I’ve lived there (2.5yrs).  What I have noticed 
are improvements to the Hamilton School have been 
undertaken (assume this is not a city matter or pertinent 
to this questionnaire?), along with improvement made 
along the 45th street corridor.

Increase in traffic, remodeling of homes, use of Good 
Shepherd Center, churn of businesses on N. 45th Street

bike lanes have been added; Not A Number worked with 
the Wallingford Chamber of Commerce to have more 
businesses work together to generate foot traffic

A lot of the planned changes have taken place.  The 
Wallingford library was built.  The Wallingford steps were 
completed.  The Wallingford playground was refurbished.  
45th and Wallingford got the new crosswalk which makes 
it seem safer.  The Wallingford sign on top of QFC gives 
the neighborhood a feeling of being Wallingford.  My 
little neighborhood of Tangletown got a new name and 
feels like a little community.

Very visible improvements in the 45th St corridor, spiffing 
up the neighborhood.  Many more trees planted in 
residental areas, more business diversity. Renovation 
of Wallingford Center.  - all of it shows continuos active 
improvement and impresses me.    I’d certainly enjoy 
renovation of existing businesses east of Eeastern Ave 
(in “Eastern Wallingford” and reduction in the amount of 
group homes /boarding houses; there seem to be more of 
those.

More density.  Poorly designed and constructed multiple 
dwelling units (zero lot line townhomes, condos, 
condo conversions, apartments) have predominated 
redevelopment. Open space has not increased to 
acceptable levels.  Surface commuter parking and multi-
unit parking overflow (from inadequate or overpriced 
covered parking within structures) have increased.

Welcome improvements to 45th St.  More automobile 
traffic (not so welcome).  Some improved bus service; 
more needed.  More higher density housing.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Nothing has changed since moving here.

The streets have improved and the sense of community 
has improved.  There are fewer empty storefronts.

There have been a lot of major construction projects 
that I believe have had a positive impact on 45th street 
through Wallingford.

seems like there is A LOT more high-density housing

Yes and No

I like the improvements to 45th street and the adoption 
of more bike infrastructure. I also like that 45th ST has 
increased density of housing units.

More townhouses and multiple family dwellings have 
been built.  Unfortunately, they all look pretty much the 
same and are a blight on the neighborhood.  The sprucing 
up of 45th street is good as are the improvements around 
Gasworks park and the Wallingford steps.  The lack of a 
community center - which has been promised in the past 
to be housed at various locations and then not followed 
through on is not good.

Housing is more expensive. Traffic is worse on 45th.

More young families, less rentals.

Many more families with children have moved in.

45th street used to be an awful roller coaster ride, with a 
terrible rough and rolling pavement. The street was finally 
re-paved this year and what a wonderful difference. Also 
am enjoying the improved sidewalks and curbs, which 
are much safer to walk and more asthetically pleasing. 
I also to all the improvements, our neighborhood is 
more walkable than ever.    Our library was moved and 
improved, and my husband spends much time there. I’ve 
also noticed more diversity in our neighborhood, with 
lower income housing being built just for the purpose of 
mixing things up. A good thing.

Housing prices increased dramatically.... more fun 
businesses- bars, restaurants, coffee shops etc. better 
recreation opportunities...

Updates to businesses on N 45th St  Increased visibility 
of family activities in our neighborhood  Improved 
communication from our community voice

More houses tron down and apartment/condos added- 
not a good thing.

More density  More traffic  45th St improvements  
Intersection at 50th and Meridian still dangerous

There have been many condo’s built within a few blocks 
north and south of 45th.   There has been some turnover 
to the commercial space on 45th.  There has been an 
addition of the farmer’s market.

It seems like more restaurants have opened on the 45th 
st. corridor.

Less chain businesses.

Outside of the sidewalk improvements this year on 
45th St, I haven’t noticed an appreciable change in the 
neighborhood since we moved here 4 years ago.

super cute, friendly neighborhood. we moved here on 
purpose and love it!

We lost the local grocery store on stoneway and I know 
drive to ballard for food. Many of the stores in the 
wallingford center also turned over and I no longer shop 
there. The biggest change has been the dramatic increase 
in traffic on 45th and the traffic calming that is backfiring 
on both 45th and stoneway. I can’t fathom why we would 
develop a plan for a major through street that includes 
putting bikes on major roads (when they could go one 
block to the side) and purposely trapping cars behind 
busses with curb bumbers.     We are both a neighborhood 
and a through put for other adjacent neighborhoods and 
a very small but very vocal number of long term residents 
(who couldn’t afford to live here in most cases if they 
were to move in now) are driving this process. There are 
also far fewer families and over the 10 years the number 
of kids bussed into the neighborhood has increased.

Not a whole lot.  Some development took place at the 
intersection of Stone Way and 45th that helped improve 
that area.  Stone Way is better now after the road diet, 
but could still use some work.

Too much high rise and loss of parking.  Traffic has 
worsened on Stone way and 45th st.

Construction on area middle school has been progressing 
well, no progress on prior QFC lot.  I have only lived here 
1 year.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

WalliNgford

The Wallingford Center has changed the businesses in 
it.  Some are more affordable for me and useful for me.  
Some of the shops are not my interests - some of the 
clothing stores are too expensive for me.  The restaurants 
are all really good and there is a great range of food 
choices and the price of the food is a good range too.

I have only been in the neighborhood since January 2009.

Wallingford hasn’t changed much which is nice.  I’ve 
noticed definite improvement in the sidewalks since the 
work done this year.

More townhouses,sidewalk improvements,more traffic

Addition of Wallingford Steps and improvements in 
Gasworks Park  Improvements in Wallingford Playfield  
Decline of the Wallingford Center as a vital center of the 
neighborhood  More traffic

Street improvements to 45th Street & Stone Way

Since I’ve moved to Wallingford (in 2006) there have 
been a number of births or other couples moving in 
that brought young (less than 5 year old) children; I 
didn’t see this recent type of data in the plan. Also the 
neighborhood communities are being more organized, 
such as the MacDonald school playground fixture 
replacement.

When I made a decision to buy a home, I picked 
Wallingford because I liked the changes that I saw 
happening here and the healthy growth.   I think it’s 
great:  a gradual shift from single-family homes with 
non-sustainable lawns and a car-dependent culture to 
a higher density and more urban, pedestrian- and bike-
oriented “feel.”  That trend has continued and I see the 
neighborhood as increasingly vibrant...this is great!

There  has been a significant decrease in single family 
homes.  There are over 50 new townhomes just south of 
our home.  Traffic and parking problems have increased 
significantly.  The addition of bike lanes has seemed 
to make these problems worse.    I would like to see 
more clean up of Gasworks.  More destination mass 
transit (ie to the UW or the airport for instance.).  Laws 
should be created to prohibit the abandonment of large 
construction such as the QFC site on Stone Way.  It is an 
eyesore and a danger in the community.

Much more congested traffic; revisions on 45th make 
it even more congested, though recent sidewalk 
improvements are welcome.  Wallingford Center much 
less attractive since it no longer houses a bookstore 
or furniture store.  Still a great place to find a variety 
of interesting restaurants. Really MISS the used book 
store where Chocolati now is, the Starbucks at Stone & 
45th, and the Beso del Sol.  Appreciate the community 
presence of Solid Ground and its partnership with the 
library. More beggars and street people year by year.  
Crime in some Aurora motels fluctuates--was worse 5 
years ago and SPD and City Att’y’s office has addressed 
this with some good effect.

Traffic has  become worse: more, faster, more dangerous 
to pedestrians. Fewer grocery stores. Greater density. 
Hostile city government attitude toward neighborhood(s)

Wallingford steps, 45th street side walk improvements.

Re Vision: All fine and well but consideration of full 
demographics not enitrely taken into account.    * The 
first three visions are actively being developed:       - .... 
neighbors encouraged to know one another .....       - .... 
people resdients of all ages, income, cultures        - .... 
people can work and shop at a variety of local businesses, 
.....       However, the last two are sadly in need of a 
helping hand:       - .... Where people feel safe ....       - 
.... Where citizens practice responsible stewardship 
....    * 45th Street Corridor Improvements - was a great 
beginning to ‘Physical Improvements’ but I have seen 
little notcieable signs of this enhancing the “urban 
village” character of Wallingford.       What I have noticed 
is an increase in:       - Litter/filth, particularly around 
Guild 45 Theatre, Goldies, and Babalu Night Club; and 
the bus stop between QFC and Bartell Drugs.        - The 
number of beggars and disruptive individuals loitering 
on sidewalks.    * Wallingford Playground improvement 
a wonderful design and particularly enjoyed by families.       
However:       - Problem with skateboarders using the 
children’s play area and walking paths.        - Problem of 
owners of barking dogs, particularly the ones who think 
the enclosed tennis courts are their            babysitters!         
- It appears to continue to be a convenient place for 
drug dealing and building defacement at night.    * The 
‘Library’ location lacks easy accessibility, parking, and 
the size barely qualifies it as a library.    Re Weaving 
Wallingford:       - A great start to helping to inform 
residents of what is happening.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Improvements to 45th re curbs and planting of trees 
very positive.  However, amount of litter/filth along 
45th, particularly around Guild 45 Theatre & Goldies, 
and bus stop located between QFC & Bartell’s seems to 
have increased.  Have also noticed increased number of 
mentally unstable homeless people.  Lack of enforcement 
re litter and loitering a problem as is adequate 
maintenance of improvements.

The businesses on 45th Street seem to be doing better, 
with the exception of Wallingford Center.  There are more 
children in the neighborhood.  There is also more litter, 
more crime and more property damage.

More upscale businesses, property values increased, 
traffic increased, increased interaction with neighbors.

Yes, a few things have been created like Wallingford 
Steps, Wallingford office, nicer sidewalks in the 45th St 
business district, improvements to Wallingford Park and 
Meridian Park

It has become more populated and congested. It seems 
like some years there is less cohesiveness with the 
residents and businesses.

Reading the plan it was interesting to note how many of 
the projects were completed before I moved here and are 
things I enjoy about the neighborhood and reasons we’d 
like to stay. The Wallingford Playfields, the improvements 
to the shopping district, the Wallingford Steps. I’ve also 
enjoyed the Weaving Wallingford Enewsletters and 
getting to know whats going on in the neighborhood. We 
make a lot of use of the Wallingford Library as well and 
are looking forward to it reopening.

Denser population. More construction activity. More 
homeless people. More litter. Traffic congestion especially 
on N. 45th St.; very poor planning to resolve that issue in 
the latest sidewalk/street improvements, most notably at 
N 45th St. and Stone Way N. where the N. 45th St arterial 
ends and becomes Midvale Ave N– it’s a mess. More 
housing available, but expensive; more young families in 
the neighborhood. Rent and other costs up. Attention to 
parks and green spaces.

The local school has become more desirable and there 
has been a lot of building.

Duh. YES.

I’m pleased with the Wallingford Playfield because we 
now have children and the improvement was excellent.  
I’m not pleased with the gross mishandling of the 
Safeway demolition/QFC purchase and abandonment 
leaving it to a giant pit, though I realize this is not a result 
of the city’s wrongdoing.  I’m thrilled that McDonald’s has 
closed on 45th and Stone Way; but not thrilled with the 
construction of very tacky, cheaply-built apartments in its 
place--not to mention the tenant mix (and lack thereof).  
I like the way the Wallingford Steps was planned and 
developed but really haven’t seen a major improvement 
on 45th and its congestion.

More crime.

The neighborhood has cleaned up its image, where once 
we were a neighborhood mentioned behind a hand we 
have become an ‘upscale’ north end neighborhood, 
Housing prices have soared, even now in a depressed 
market. We have lived on this street since early 1965 and 
have watched the neighborhood go from lots of absentee 
owners to owner occupied. The kids are beginning to 
come back, there are 23 on our block alone, most under 6. 
Forty years ago there were 40, under teen age.

Two major streets in Wallingford have been improved:  
45th St. and Stone Way.  More bike routes have been 
added throughout the neighborhood.  The Wallingford 
Park was re-worked for shared use with Hamilton Middle 
School.  The community library was moved to a newer 
building on 45th St.  Gas Works Park has gone through 
projects to remove contamination.  A very large boat 
storage facility which impacts residential views of the 
lake and the city was built along the north shore of Lake 
Union.

There seems to be more children in the neighborhood.  
There are more cars parked on the residential streets.  
Weekend traffic on 45th and on 50th seems to be backed 
up more often.  The parks appear to be well used.  And 
the business district along 45th seems to be patronized 
more.

LOTS more children. Very fast-driving cars zooming 
between 45th and 50th. Improvements on 45th are good. 
Change of lanes on 50th seems to be good. Still would 
like no parking on 50th.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

WalliNgford

Negatives: Much more traffic.  More drug issues in 
Meridian park (we live nearby).  Less attention to single-
family homes--more attention to cramming more 
people into neighborhood.  Much higher tax base.  45th 
Ave business district has lost some favorite businesses 
(bookstores, restaurant).  Some businesses that seem 
not-compatible with the feeling of the neighborhood 
have moved in: Payday Loans, High Maintenance Bitch 
(now gone), strange Cigar shop that seems to be a head 
shop.  Why have those businesses?  Wallingford Center 
has lost it’s appeal--so many businesses have left.  Very 
sad.  Lack of community center.  Stanford is the reference 
school-its popularity has made it almost impossible 
for those who don’t live next door to the school to get 
in.  Creates major problems for current families.  Also, 
because it’s now impossible to buy a house in the 
neighborhood below $500,000, it is, for all intents and 
purposes, a school for wealthy families.    Positives: In 
my experience, there are more children in neighborhood 
(I don’t understand how the census data was collected).  
Both Meridian Park and Wallingford Playfield have been 
updated and are very nice to go to with or without kids.  
Some core businesses have managed to stay--Guild 
45th and Tweedy and Popp.  We still have a library--yay!  
That’s very important.  Have some very nice restaurants-
-Tilth, Cantinetta, Joule, Molly Moon’s.  Good bus 
transportation--very important.  The value of my house 
has gone up, which is good for me, but is bad for non-
wealthy families who would like to move in.

Greater housing density (e.g., McDonalds replaced by 
4-story multi-use), more traffic congestion (especially 
between I-5 and Hwy 99 through the neighborhood), 
more noise, and less single family homes / more rentals 
(e.g., single family dwelling torn down and replaced by 4 
unit townhouse).

increase in number of people living here, increase in 
commercial activity on 45th street, increase in number of 
condos built, decrease in availability of street parking and 
public transportation

Focused communication about events and issues.  Lots 
of traffic changes (50th St and 45th St) - BUT much more 
car traffic, especially in the neighborhood streets.  Many 
multi-family developments have been built (which I 
favor); more illegal conversion of single family homes to 
duplexes (which I oppose).  More families with children 
have moved in!  Increased sense of gang tags and drug 
activity.

A lot more townhomes have gone up, which concerns 
me - is it safe to have 4 or even 8 residences on a lot that 
was originally designated for a single home? Also, most 
of them are unattractive and block other neighbors’ 
views.    The crosswalk at 45th and Stone Way was a nice 
improvement, as was the addition of the bike lanes to 
Stone Way.    The Safeway was torn down and a new QFC 
was supposed to go in, but instead we’ve had a giant hole 
in the ground to look at for the past few years. Water gets 
stagnant in there and even with the fence it’s a safety 
hazard (and an eyesore).    Overall, it seems like there is a 
larger transient population. There also seem to be more 
families with young children, and several new businesses 
have come in that are thriving and adding life into 45th 
Street.

Wallingford has encouraged more density growth in the 
last decade. It has become less friendly to single family 
housing. Because of the increased density there are much 
more cars traveling through the neighborhoods. The 
changes to the main arterials have caused much more 
traffic problems, especially changing arterials to one lane 
per direction, where previously there had been two lanes. 
traffic flow is greatly impacted- examples being 50th Ave. 
N. from Stoneway to I-5 and Stoneway Ave. N. from 34th 
to 50th.

Have not been here long enough to comment, other than 
to say the overview way undervalues homes.

more townhomes

Yes - we have a great farmer’s market now on 
Wednesday’s, there is new development along 45th 
bringing new and innovative business, we have more 
community events (or at least I know about more of 
them).

Nicer shops on N 45th St

Parking is much more difficult, lots of construction and 
homoginazation of the neighborhood taking away the 
uniqueness of our great neighborhood, traffic is much 
worse, changes to streets/lights/etc. has not kept up with 
the increase in volume of traffic/increased population, 
increased number of bikers on Stone Way and pedestrian 
traffice making driving, walking, biking more dangerous, 
increased taxes and home values (though recently 
values have obviously declined), views blocked with 
new buildings.  Great things like the zoo, Greenlake, 
Wallingford Park are still great.
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

The neighborhood is beginning to look denser with more 
multifamily housing (townhouses, condos, etc.) and more 
mixed use (the renovation/addition on top of the building 
housing the erotic bakery, UPS, subway).    However, the 
neighborhood still feels like it is following the original 
neighborhood vision.

1. Improvements in pedestrian orientation on 45th and on 
Stone Way.  2. Increased mixed use buildings, increasing 
population on main corridors.  3. More interesting 
businesses, including good restaurants.  4. Improved park 
facilities.  5. Better bicycle corridors, especially along 
Stone Way  6. More children.

The streets are busier.  We like the improvements to the 
45th St Corridor and the trees planted on Stone Way near 
45th.  The traffic diet on Stone way is a big change to our 
immediate vicinity.  We have seen new buildings go up 
all around us, especially on the intersection of 45th and 
Stone.  We like the shops and restaurants, but see a lot of 
vacancies.

Some of the streets are better (in terms of design and 
function).  The business district seems to be doing ok - 
particularly given the economy.  Graffiti continues to be a 
problem but I don’t think it’s that much worse than it was 
when I moved here.

More organizations and internet sources devoted to 
bringing people together. More oil alternatives. More 
children!

Population density and traffic density have increased 
markedly. Bus service has deteriorated. Library service 
has not improved.

Many single family homes have been torn down and 
replaced with ugly and poorly build condos.  I am 
concerned that these condos will not be properly 
maintained and will quickly become eyesores as they 
rapidly deteriorate.

It seems that there are increasing numbers of school-
age children, especially in the JSIS zone.  The stretch of 
45th that I most often visit has had a lot of turn over in 
businesses, but remains vibrant and highly walkable.   I 
am sad that the Wallingford Center has so much empty 
space, and that we lost a toy store and a bookstore from 
that location (as well as another bookstore on 45th).  The 
Farmer’s Market has been a welcome addition!

There has been more high density housing - in particular 
more condominium units and more multipurpose 
buildings.

Lots of shift in the businessess on 45th.  The number 
overall seems the same- but some have closed while new 
stores have come into the neighborhood.

It seems that there have been more small crimes, such as 
thefts and car break-ins. My family has experienced three 
of these in the past year.

There have been the addition of nightclubs and 
“head shops” in the last 10 years. Something very un-
Wallingford and what I consider an overflow from the 
U-District. These additions detract from the family 
oriented Wallingford neighborhood that I grew up in.

Traffic has increased dramatically. Panhandlers and drug 
users/dealers are becoming widespread. Non-compatible 
business(s) have appeared, not fitting the neighborhood 
and bringing in more “out-of-neighborhooders,” creating 
a problem with rowdiness and drunks. I’m specifically 
referring to Babalu, 45th and Wallingford. Seeing more 
and more outsiders in “gang colors” walking about.    On 
the positive side, the Wednesday Farmer’s Market is a big 
plus. Wallingford Kiddie Parade and street fair brings out 
community. Neighborhood websites / blogs have popped 
up, along with email contact trees (mine is called “south 
of 50th). Seattle Night Out is excellent; ours is very well-
attended and neighborly.

Yes, there’s more traffic and more traffic problems. Lost 2 
bus routes. The density has increased.

Gently-paced growth, both in businesses and in 
residences.  The neighborhood is becoming more 
oriented to foot traffic and seems to have a lot more 
vitality.

Lost 2 Metro Transit Bus Routes: #6 and  #30 (on N 
45th)  Lost numerous single family dwellings that 
contributed to the historic character of the neighborhood  
Huge increased population of children ages 0 to 12  
Deteriorated condition of Meridian park fields due to 
overuse by a private school  Increased traffic congestion, 
increased scarcity of on street parking, decreased 
pedestrian safety

Higher housing prices.  Seems like older neighbors are 
moving out and families are moving in.
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In-fill with 4-packs and 6-packs replacing single-family 
residences. Some better than others, although the design 
rules seem to influence aesthetically displeasing designs.

Increased housing density along 45th, near Gas Works, 
and along Stone Way  Home prices have increased more 
than county average

Street improvement (roads, sidewalks and trees), 
business change-over  (both new businesses and empty 
ones), changes at Wallingford Center, new Boys and Girls 
Clubs, more traffic on 45th

I feel that South Wallingford, particularly along 34th 
is being walled off from Lake Union and downtown by 
a series of high rising condos and businesses without 
any consideration for the views and connection of the 
neighborhood above 34th. I also feel like the expansion 
of the NRDS goes directly against the South Wallingford 
amendment to the ‘99 Neighborhood plan.

somewhat improved retail along 45th  loss of major store 
at 40th & stone

Traffic seems to have increased, particularly noticeable 
in the N. 45th corridor between I-5 and Fremont North.   
More drug sales on the residential streets.   Would appear 
that economic class has changed, w/ higher income 
families moving in.   Housing is more expensive.

More families with children in the neighborhood public 
schools.Turnover of shops along 45th. Increased number 
of restaurants. Recently much more pedestrian and 
bicycle traffic. More remodeling including increased 
height of residential buildings. More townhouses along 
main corridors. More interest in sports and increased 
need for facilities. Latona (JSIS), Lincoln, and Hamilton 
remodels. More traffic congestion on 45th. Weird lane 
reduction of Stone Way through just part of Wallingford 
does not improve pedestrian safety on Stone Way.

sidewalks along 45th improved. Lots of tree planting on 
our street (latona). new real estate development (bagley 
lofts, buildings at stone and 45th). 45th st repaved.

I havent seen many changes...  finally getting sidewalk 
improvements though.

It seams as though Lorig and the Wallingford Center dont 
have an agenda to keep things rolling though it have 
gotten better.   Also, the party animal that Babalou and 
its crazy owner brings in isnt a good thing. It has made 
Selinas start a Salsa night and now even more Belltown 
rejects like to loider through the weekends.  Very upset 
about the new development at Stone and 45th. Jamba 
and Starbuck both moved out with in a Year and now 
there is empty retailand apartments available.   Wish we 
still had our liquer store. Not a huge fan of Arche MicFee’s 
junk Shop.  I love the Hamilton remodel progress and 
the parks development integrated into it.   I love the 
Farmers Market at Wallingford Center.   I am excited to 
see Mulvaney G2s remodel on QFC.   I would like to see all 
of the sandwich signs on the side walk moved so disabled 
people can wonder through our neighborhood without 
roadblocks.  I would like to see The Good Sheppard 
Centers historic preservation process run faster.

There has been a significant increase in density, with 
minimal improvements to neighborhood infrastructure 
and a decline in bus service (I know, not the city’s direct 
problem).

Townhouses replacing older single houses; large 
commercial building put in on N. 34th St. that blocks 
our view; condo complexes Regatta and Tavona built; 
Safeway on Stone Way torn down and nothing built to 
replace; Gasworks Park improved and Wallingford Steps 
put in.

more dense development  more traffic

“Urban village” character of the Wallingford commercial 
area seems fairly steady. Appears that there have been 
more small crime incidents of late, with some concern 
over whether the police can have an effect or are even 
tracking the problem (if there is one; it’s difficult to tell 
without the kind of info available only to the police).

Significantly more traffic on both 45th and 50th resulting 
in significant neighborhood cut though traffic. Pedestrian 
access has improved on 45th.
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I have noticed improvements for access along the 
Burke Gilman trail. I have always been pleased with the 
initimate feeling of Wallingford, ie, it is easy for me to 
meet other people in the neighborhood. I don’t know 
how much of that has to do with the neighborhood plan 
but it is definitely an asset of the community. I think 45th 
the variety of business on 45th street has grown over the 
last five years. It is a lovely street to walk along in terms 
of finding little delectable treasures. I dread and look 
forward to Gas Works Park clean-up b/c it will restrict 
my access to the outdoors but it will also in the long run 
improve the health of my community.

A few steps forward and a few back...Wallingford Center 
got spiffed up on the outside while going to hell (thanks 
to landlord idiocy) on the inside, and has a long way to 
go to recover; the long-vacant storefronts on 45th (south 
side) just next to Burke finally were opened for business; 
the Rite-Aid turned into condos (not great, but not 
completely terrible)...

yes, more highrise retail/residential

-more sidewalk traffic as well as more street/vehicle 
traffic  -more businesses along 45th, a more active + 
thriving, cheerful atmosphere  -less violent crime along 
and around our street (N. 45th between Aurora + Stone 
Way)  -a more recognizable (familiar faces) population of 
transient residents- i.e. homeless, regulars  -healthy trees 
along the main business corridor  -the Boys+ Girls Club 
has a bigger + more beautiful presence  -more people 
who are not Caucasian living in the neighborhood( I 
consider this a plus!)  -much worse traffic along 45th AND 
50th

I’ve lived in this neighborhood for almost ten years and it 
has remained fairly stable. I think the the 45th and Stone 
Way corridors have improved with street improvements, 
the addition of some retail/dining and the farmers’ 
market. The stalled development at the proposed QFC 
on 40th and Stone Way, and the long-vacant spaces in 
Wallingford Center are holes in the urban fabric. My 
husband and I have gone from a childless family to 
one with a toddler and upcoming newborn and we are 
grateful for the local amenities, such as Wallingford 
Playfield, the Seafair Parade, several child-friendly 
restaurants, the variety of coffee shops and a small, but 
accessible local library.

It seems it is more owner occupied right around my 
house in the tangletown area.  I consider this a good 
improvement.

More families with young children, some businesses 
closing, some interesting new ones opening.  Farmers 
Market started, which is excellent.  More community 
activities and involvement but I have also noticed an 
increase in homeless people and car prowls/burglaries.

YES - more condos and new businesses

Better public access, more community interest, more 
vision for future.

no

I am a recent resident (6 months) but I see small 
improvements happening in lower Wallingford, such as 
landscaping behind the transfer center & at 34th and 
Stone Way, and some businesses in the area are painting/
sprucing up.  45th street seems to be deteriorating some, 
perhaps do to the country’s economic concerns right now.

There seems to be more children, more rentals/
multifamily homes converting to single family, and 
certainly more condos.  Also a whole lot of retail business 
turnover, but still a failure to bring in sustainable 
businesses (so many that open are so predictable they 
will not last)

Some business increase on the 45th Ave corridor in the 
past few years. Many more condo/townhouse buildings in 
the past few years.

Negative: Increased traffic, more chi-chi retailers and 
coffee shops rather than basic stores and service vendors, 
more homelessness, extremely expensive housing.  
Positive: Greater sense of Wallingford as a cohesive 
community, more community activism (community 
blogs, Wallingford Neighborhood Office, Senior Center, 
etc.), rebuild of Hamilton, redesign of Stone Way.

Gentrification has happened as more houses and 
industrial sites are turned into multi-family dwellings and 
amenities.

increased urban and pedestran vitality along 45th, and in 
the tangletown neighborhood.  bike friendly stone way!!!  
Increased condo developmnt near the lake

We just moved here in June 2009.
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Wallingford has continued to improved since I moved 
there in 2005. The business district has remained a 
thriving area making it possible for me to meet nearly all 
of my needs by walking. Bus transit remains convenient 
and reliable, though I think it could be improved.

please see my comments on the Green Lake 
Neighborhood.    In addition, there are more national 
chain stores in the neighborhood some of which have 
caused small business to close.

It seems Wallingford is a little less selective about who 
does business in the neighborhood. I like that we are 
reodeling Hamilton Middle school thought. I wish they 
would spend more time on The Good Shepard Center.

Most of the changes seem to be revolving storefronts on 
45th or ongoing school construction.

We’ve seen traffic increase and more chain storefronts 
appear.  Density with housing seems to have occurred as 
well.

Street scape improvements are noticeable.  Notice the 
change in density in some areas where whole areas of 
SFH have been replaced by MFU.  (Primarily noticable in 
Green Lake)

The neighborhood has become more diverse with the 
addition of larger apartment buildings on 45th and Stone 
Way. The 45th Street corridor has increased the number 
and type of businesses creating a great neighborhood 
amenity. I very rarely need to leave the community to 
purchase anything I need or want.

More traffic, significant high-density housing 
development.

Actually not that much. 45th St is still pretty similar to 
how it used to be. Biggest improvement to 45th st in my 
opinion are the red cross walks on the intersection of 45th 
st and Wallingford Ave. I wished the pedestrian crossings 
at the traffic lights on 50th St (and elsewhere in the city) 
would be marked that clearly too to increase pedestrian 
safety and to keep people from constantly blocking the 
crossing while stuck in traffic (e.g. at intersection of 50th 
St and Wallingford Ave).

Increased wealth and home prices, somewhat improved 
services

There seems to be a rise in crime, which I attribute to the 
bad economy.

A great number of town houses and condomineum have 
been put up. Not enough space has been provided by 
the new building planners to accomodate the people 
living there. Most couples are two car drivers which 
means that there is one extra parking space needed in 
the neighborhood for each couple or family. I think we 
are getting close to critical mass here. Soon there will be 
more drivers looking for less parking spaces.

I have only lived here for a year. But I have been visiting 
Wallingford for a number of years. The business district 
seems to have become more filled in on 45th. But with 
that I find commercial areas throughout the residential 
neighborhood seems to be less - I would like to see 
more neighborhood bars, restaurants and grocery. 
Transportation is a problem everywhere, we are not 
served by enough public transit. The connection with the 
lake is not strong and I do not see any move, other than 
the Center for Wooden Boats, North Wharf project, to 
better connect the neighborhood and the water. I would 
like to see more focus on dedicated bike trails that go 
north / south through the area.

It is more dense because of multi unit housing.  Less 
street parking for same reason.

More traffic. Better library. More “town houses.” Fewer 
old people.

More young families. More condos (most pretty ugly). 
Stronger business district. Average income of residents is 
significantly higher relative to the city as a whole but they 
have less disposable income because of high residence 
prices. More properties are for renters. Traffic on main 
arterials greater. Library is smaller but heavier used. 
Most of the goals of the Neighborhood Plan not met and 
ignored by City.

We are much more united and working together since we 
opened the Weaving Wallingford Neighborhood Office.  
We now have annual events: Street Fair, Home Tour, 
Garden Tour.  The Chamber of Commerce, Community 
Council and Weaving Wallingford are united in virtually all 
causes and events.
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There is a lot more traffic.  There is an ENORMOUS hole 
at the corner of 40th and Stone Way which has been 
there for way too many years.  Some houses have been 
improved.  A few condos have been added.  Other than 
that, it feels mostly the same.

There are more large mixed use buildings along 
Stoneway. The intersection of Stoneway and 45th has 
been partially developed. Both of these things have 
made this part of Wallingford look more urban, which I 
find appropriate given the great bus connections here. 
It’s made things more lively which makes walking more 
interesting.

45th street improvements.

In my experience, the neighborhood has become 
increasingly residential with more multi family residential 
development.

More traffic, more traffic circles, Wallingford Center 
has declined, more condos and town homes, more 
megahomes on little lots, some upscaling

We’ve only had our business up and running here for a 
little over a month...

Depending on the definition of “change”, I would say 
that there has been little in the way of residential or 
commercial (apparent) growth in Wallingford in the seven 
years that I have lived here.  Traffic along the arterials 
has increased (45th, 50th, etc.).  Rents and housing 
prices have increased dramatically, intolerably.  Our 
neighborhood office has been successful in providing 
communication conduit and hub for the neighborhood, as 
well as coordinating a multitude of events and activities, 
including the W’ford Farmer’s Market.  Our main arterial, 
N 45th street has successfully obtained the pedestrian (P) 
zoning designation.

Not much. More multifamily on major arterials. Some 
sharrows.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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The neighborhood has gradually improved its walking character, with more businesses to frequent, fewer driveways to 
interfere with walking, and more streetscape gardens in the residential areas.

It’s been nice to see businesses go into the spaces between Meridian and Burke on 45th.

the density makes traffic and parking harder

The playgrounds in Meridian and Wallingford Park are great.

Wallingford is a friendly, safe neighborhood.  We have well-maintained parks and good services.

Great overall community feel.

Wallingford continues to have very desirable parks and open spaces.  I’m very thankful for that.  The library is currently 
under renovation, which is great, and the neighborhood schools (Greenlake, among others) appear to be strong and 
well supported.

other things respondents are pleased about:
• new street trees
• Sustainable Wallingford activities; 
Wallyhood blog
• bicycle improvements
• besides Babalou, the smoke shop, and 
selinas
• Farmer’s market, schools (JSIS)
• proximity to downtown/Highway 99/I-5

• Addition of many street trees
• Farmer’s Market
• Telecomm utilities
• Metro bus service
• Family Friendly
• school - John Stanford Int’l School
• bike lanes

• Wallingford Neighborhood Office email 
communications
• Ladybug
• wed. farmers market!
• road/sidewalk improvements
• street scape
• More businesses and services throughout 
the neighborhood, not just up on 45th
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I am glad to see increasing density in the Wallingford 
neighborhood, and a gradual movement away from 
reliance on automobiles to foot traffic, buses, and 
bicycles.

Nice to have a business core that is pedestrian friendly.

More bus service on the 26 and 44 lines is a good thing.

The addition of the Farmer’s Market is great.

I like the project to expand Gasworks Park - that gravel 
parking area has been an eye sore for years. I like the 
sidewalk work and other amenities that encourage more 
businesses along the 45th corridor

See my comments in #1

I love the richness of the historic fabric of much of the 
older single family housing in the neighborhood and the 
intimate character of many of the tree lined streets.

The library upgrade is an improvement.

Appreciate some of the new businesses, and the 
increasing activities at the Good Shepherd Center. Very 
much appreciate the new Wallyhood blog as I feel more 
clued in to what’s happening around me now.  Appreciate 
the local/global activism of Sustainable Wallingford.

*Great new addition at Gas Works, upgraded play areas 
at Meridian and Wallingford parks  *New library

45th continues to grow as a vital pedestrian village.    
there’s a grocery in tangletown    still lots of improvemnts 
to be made to bicycle facilities, but it’s headed inthe right 
direction

Some good businesses, especially restaurants are 
locating in Wallingford. Nice renovations of public space.

I like how the residents seems to know what is happening 
in the neighborhood.

love the hamilton remodel and the QFC renovation

Wallingford park and Meridian park have well thought 
out designs and are great for families.    We like having 
a lot of restaurants and independent businesses occupy 
45th corridor.

Wallingford Playfield and Meridian Park are wonderful 
resources.  I also really appreciate having a variety of 
shops and restaurants in walking distance, plus the 
walkability (sidewalks, street crossings).

Most of the residential areas are very nice, and 
Wallingford is very well located.

Love the old homes. Adds character to the neighborhood 
and the city.

Bring on more things that keep me in Wallingford and 
bring others to us!

dense housing has been added in right areas

45th street   Parks  Library, Boys and Girls club  More 
density  More low income housing

Good Shepard Center houses many varied community 
related activities.  Library and Solid Ground facilities 
contribute to vibrant business district from Wallingford 
to Stone Way along N 45th St.  Both Qwest and Comcast 
have upgraded overhead and underground fiberoptic 
service in my vicinity, resulting in more choice.

Love the Craftsman era buildings. Love the remodels 
to area parks but still need more organized field space 
(Lower Woodland and Greenlake are regional not local). 
Like the local businesses but rents have been too high 
meaning lots of turnover.

New playgrounds, renovation of Hamilton Middle School, 
renovation of public library branch.  Some creative new 
stores and restaurants opening.

Good parks and safety

LIKE the presence of:  Boys + Girls Club  Neighborhood 
Center  Library  new businesses

Wallingford should be a magnet for urban families

I am delighted we still have a laundry and a hardware 
store and a drug store.

We have benefited by neighbor efforts to improve 
Wallingford Playground and to defend Gas Works.

Good place to shop and eat, and a nice area to walk about 
in during the day.
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I love our busines district, but am dissatisfied w/lack of 
bookstores.  And w/predatory businesses such as PayDay 
loans.  Also, I like my house.  But am not happy about the 
push to add more MIL apts to the neighborhood.

I love the big lady bug and flower in the intersection of 
49th and Burk.

I like being able to walk to a plethora of stores, 
restaurants, pubs, and the library (which is temporarily 
closed and much missed!)

With the exception of Archie McPhee and the suntan 
salon, a number of new and interesting businesses have 
opened, such as Tilth and Molly Moon.

* Wallingford Playground improvement a wonderful 
design and particularly enjoyed by families.       However:       
- Problem with skateboarders using the children’s 
play area and walking paths.        - Problem of owners 
of barking dogs, particularly the ones who think the 
enclosed tennis courts are their            babysitters!         - It 
appears to continue to be a convenient place for drug 
dealing and building defacement at night.

Wallingford is a great neighborhood, very walkable and 
with great options for open space.

There are great family parks in Wallingford ---Meridian, 
Wallingford and Gas Works -- all provide great open space 
for family and community. Bus transportation is pretty 
good from wallingford with good bus routes on both 40th 
and 45th

I like the impact of the neighborhood design guidelines 
on the business district.

The curb bulbs and bike lanes/sharrows in the 
neighborhood have been a great addition and really make 
traveling around the neighborhood as a pedestrian and 
biker much more pleasant.

I’m a fortunate renter given the area and proximity to 
downtown and surrounding amenities.

I like the transit options

I love living in Wallingford, with it’s farmer’s market and 
it’s strong sense of community and beautiful parks.

I like the variety of restaurants.  There are many different 
foods to choose from and prices.  The library, post office, 
grocery store and parks are all walking distance and kept 
up well.

I like the increased density, and am pleased with the 
street improvements and plantings along N. 45th St.

We enjoy having the library in our neighborhood. 
We would greatly support a community center in the 
neighborhood after having high schools relocated here 
(increased graffiti and possible break-ins during that 
time).

I am very happy with the improvements to gasworks park 
and to wallingford playfield. I also appreciate the new 
businesses that have come in including restaurants in 
south wallingford.

I like the older character of the buildings and would be 
sad to see any existing storefronts removed to make way 
for “multi-use buildings”.

The Wallingford Park improvements have been nice.

It is good to see the library getting renovated, and I love 
the parks in this neighborhood.

It is nice to see the diverse recreational activities in our 
parks and the number of family activities.

Livability

Gasworks park improved, Wallingford Steps, new 
restaurants.

More restaurants needed! Yea!

Wallingford is still a terrific neighborhood to live in, for a 
variety of reasons.

The street improvements to 45th and Stone Way have 
made driving on those streets much easier; however, 
the traffic on 45th between Sunnyside and Stone Way is 
frequently backed up.

I love to see the businesses on N 45th getting refreshed 
fronts
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I love that Wallinford is still a neighborhood of single 
family homes with many convenient parks within walking 
distance. I’m somewhat disappointed by some of the 
newer “tear-down” homes that don’t fit the character of 
the neighborhood, but overall people who live here seem 
to keep their homes in good condition and try to maintain 
Wallingford’s charm.

Wallingford has some of the most beautiful and upkept 
houses.

I appreciate that it is fairly safe still although this is 
changing with the failure to police the hotels on Aurora 
and the spill over into local neighborhoods.

“small neighborhood” feel is nice  variety of businesses

I really like the higher-density housing, and the gradual 
addition of more businesses and services in our 
neighborhood
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• traffic congestion and parking
• Traffic
• grocery store on stoneway is a huge hole
• access to the water
• petty crime, freeway noise
• Cleanliness & increased number of 
mentally ill population & beggars
• car theft
• Pendng Transfer station expansion
• dissatisfied with Wallingford Centers 
vacancy rate
• the amount of crime
• Aging infrastructure needs replacement

• the big hole at Stone Way & 39th
• see comment
• heavy, unregulated traffic on side streets 
(e.g., 46th)
• Traffic people speeding and cutting 
through residential streets
• fast traffic on Wallingford Avenue
• Cleanliness & increased number of 
beggars & Loiterers
• Graffiti
• housing affordability
• parking inforcement
• Lack of land use controls over 

development
• street maintenance. the 1600 block of N 
49 needs repair now.

• Views along Lake Union, maintenance of 
the Burke Gilman Trail, excessive traffic 
along Pacific/34th
• Traffic on N 45th ST
• letting a small number of special interests 
drive planning
• parking
• townhome construction, traffic

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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Our neighborhood has a dearth of parks and community facilities compared to the city average.

new modernist commericial and multi-family buildings are ugly.

We still have major traffic congestion, especially on 50th St. You put in a center turn lane, with only one lane going each 
way and it’s more congested than ever. Not sure that the remedy worked.   45th is also very congested. It takes forever 
to get through the business district. Hardly any parking for businesses along 45th or off it. Thankfully, we can walk most 
places.

I personally am not in favor of tearing down perfectly good buildings to put up townhomes or condos or multi-use 
buildings (like the one at 45th & Bagley).

Too many townhomes - they rob the neighborhood of its character. It also seems like we’ve had an increase in home 
break-ins and burglaries.
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there are too many homeless people on the streets and in 
the parks-wish they had a place to go

Pedestrian safety, particularly on 50th St, needs to be 
improved. I also wished there were more cross walks for 
Green Lake Way (instead of taking away the ones at 51st 
and 53rd St, they should have been improved so people in 
the neighborhood can actually get to Lower Woodland Park 
without large detours).     There also seems to have been 
an increase in robberies at home and on the street in the 
Wallingford/Green Lake area (including armed robberies 
and rape!). I do not feel safe anymore walking around my 
neighborhood at night as I used to do.    Some of the newly 
build houses/mansions in the neighborhood built from lot 
line to lot line and with huge drive ways do not fit into the 
neighborhood and are an insult to neighbors. There should 
be more restrictions on how to build. The huge driveways 
do not seem to fit with the city’s idea that Seattle needs 
more preservation of trees and green space.

We have a great business corridor, but there is a lack of 
diversity in the businesses.  Plus there are too many empty 
storefronts.  It’s getting more “yuppy” and less independent 
and interesting.

our house was broken into in 2007

People not waiting at intersection and cutting through 
residential streets at 40 MPH.

The costs of housing (and commercial space) in this 
neighborhood are entirely out of range and unacceptable 
for middle or lower income individuals and families.

It is still difficult for pedestrians to cross 45ht--we either 
need more cross walks or better driver education so that 
they will stop for pedestrians at intersections.  We need a 
bigger library.  There are too many vacant businesses/bldgs 
on 45th.

The city seems intent on making traffic so difficult that 
we move away. The former Safewy on Stoneway is a 
huge hole. we were promised that this would be a mixed 
use development. People are putting mega houses and 
townhomes in next to little bungalows and running 
neighborhoods

Not really, other than I remain concerned that there are 
isolated voices that profess to “represent” Wallingford 
when in fact, it is a neighborhood of diverse points of 
view.  The neighborhood planning processes I have 
participated on have suffered from this narrow control, 
and I hope it will change over time so that all of us can 
really have a say in the future of where we want to live.

Despite it’s proximity, the lake is largely not connected to 
the neighborhood due to limited access points

Library has been and still is too small.   New multi-use 
buildings are too large maximizing density for profit.   
Parking is becoming a major issue with limited parking 
because renters in new multi-use buildings are unwilling 
to pay for parking in their building garage when street 
parking is free.

Proximity to I-5 causes both problems.  Noise barrier gap 
from 50th to ~65th on I-5 would be nice.

Restaurants trend toward high-end. Our grocery 
shopping options are minimal. I’d love a local option, like 
PCC. There is still a big hole in the ground at 40th and 
Stone.

Would like to see more access to water-based recreation, 
boating access - kayak launch sites etc,

The size and layout of the Wallingford library is 
embarrassing considering the size of the community it 
‘serves’. Also, there is only one designated playground 
(Wallingford Park) in the area. Definitely not enough for 
the size of the community.

Unless I am coming directly from downtown or along 
west lake, busrides into Wallingford proper often 
feel harder than in other neighborhoods. I think the 
only direct route buses are the 26 and the 28, but 
nothing from, say, Capitol Hill.    I love Gas Works Park 
and Wallingford Park, but I think Wallingford has a 
unique opportunity to have more water access for the 
community considering its proximity to Lake Union and I 
would love to see a place where people could explore the 
waterfront in the water, on boats or kayaks and could get 
more in touch with maritime element of Seattle’s history.    
I am not very familiar with Wallingford’s community 
centers so I’m not particularly dissatisfied but I don’t 
necessarily think of them of places for me to hang out or 
enjoy the day.
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Little bus service, no plan to add trains. The library is very 
small and does not have the feel of a community meeting 
spot. We DO NOT have a community center. I keep 
hearing rumors that some of the historic commercial 
buildings along 45th are going to be torn down to put 
in 6 story condos - I do not like that, especially when 
the City has not helped encourage developers to build 
something in the Stone way / 40th pit - there should be 
a tax or penalty for un developed property to encourage 
developers to develop or sell!!! This could be a great 
revenue source for the City.

I would like to see increased bus service to other areas of 
the city besides downtown in the area north of 45th st. 
Also, the 44 is an incorrigible bus route that is perpetually 
stuck in traffic and constantly filled to capacity.

See my comments in #1.

I think the Wallingford community needs more parks 
and open space and a better, more fluid connection 
to the waterfront and Gasworks Park.  I also think the 
neighborhood could benefit from more pedestrian and 
residentially friendly, high quality development.

The density of new condominiums and townhouses 
is too high.  The amount of existing and new public 
transportation is too low.

there is a great amount of car theft and smash & grab out 
of cars, and recently, house burglaries, in my immediate 
neighborhood.  Also, although there are busses in my 
neighborhood, I cannot count on them being on time, 
which makes them less than completely useful.

*Roads and sidewalks in disrepair, curb cuts/
pedestrian ramps not yet completed, some pedestrian 
improvements but 40th, Stone Way, and Pacific all still 
need more work  *Increased crime in E. Wallingford near 
freeway, drug dealing on freeway on ramps, regular 
break-ins, number of homeless people living near freeway  
*Still need a community center!

housing-the effects of the neighborhood plan on 
multistory development (stepping back from the street 
with height, as can be seen on south wallingford ave) 
are out of character with the rest of the neighborhood 
and do not contribute positively to the overall quality of 
the public street space.      transfer station - while I agree 
that an inner city transfer station is of value, the current 
location is not appropriate for this use.    I really don’t 
understand how the urban village boundary shown on 
the map was arrived at.    housing costs in neighborhood 
cotinue to rise

Don’t mind increased density, but don’t like the trend 
toward piece-meal replacement of single-family 
dwellings with generally low-quality and anonymous 
condo-over-garage clusters.

Condition of the sidewalks, parking availability, 
crosswalks poorly marked and poorly enforced, too many 
wires on the telephone poles esp. over Wallingford Ave.

Unhappy with Babalou, the smoke shop, and selinas. 
These places dont seam like a Wallingford business

It would be great to reduce crime: sexual assaults and car 
theft

If we have a community center, I’m not aware of it.  
It would be nice to have a gym to take the kids to.    
Transportation:  It takes me about 40 minutes to get to 
my office downtown via bus, while I could drive there in 
under 10 minutes.   It takes some residents less time who 
live considerably further North.

I’d like to see more bus routes. I don’t take the bus to 
work (or anywhere else) because it takes too long; there 
are no direct routes to the area where I work (South Lake 
Union).

While I like the character of the older homes and 
commercial buildings, I am hoping that the city’s focus 
on improving the permitting and review process for town 
houses will lead to more innovative and exceptional 
development in the neighborhood.

Aggressive homeless people have increased a lot lately, 
especially near QFC.

ugly new condos.  Huge new homes being built on small 
lots.
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Since eliminating the 6, the only bus route that 
services my address is the 16, which meanders through 
Wallingford and makes my downtown commute 45 
minutes. Unacceptable.

Too many ugly condos replacing single family homes.

I don’t like the increased density

Police community officers don’t seem to care. Many car 
break-ins, and home break-ins in the neighborhood.

need relief from east/west through traffic (streetcar?)  
need community center

Increased traffic  50th and Meridian still unsafe, seems 
like we’re still having regular car accidents there  
Increasing car prowls and home burglaries

East-west arterial redesigns have slowed through traffic 
considerably along N 50th and N 45th streets.  At least 
two fires in multi-unit structures without sprinklers 
(Meridian south of N 45th St and Interlaken south of N 
39th St) resulted in the destruction of or heavy damage 
to adjacent homes, due in part to minimal separation 
between structures.  Community policing including 
neighborhood watch has declined significantly.  No 
significant new parks have been dedicated, leaving 
Wallingford with increased density and no offsetting open 
space increase.  Aging water, sewer, storm drainage, gas, 
and other underground utility mains and services beyond 
their design life need restoration and renewable prior to 
reworking street curbs, sidewalks, and pavement.  Seattle 
City Light needs to maintain and upgrade overhead and 
underground facilities.

Need more all-year recreational space. Lack of 
community center means neighbors don’t have priority 
access to public sports facilities (i.e., school gymnasiums 
through agreement with Seattle Public Schools.) Library 
is too small. More focus on pedestrian safety across major 
thoroughfares (40th, 45th, 50th, Wallingford, Stone Way)

Too many new generic-looking condo/townhouse 
complexes being built.  Increasing crime.

too many houses being torn down for greedy developers 
who di not reside in our neighborhood to build condos- 
changing parking availaibility and density.

We need a community center! Sorry the tank farm 
property was appropriated.

the large building on the SE corner of Stone Way. N. + 
N. 45th  is empty all the time! what is going on with that 
building?!   seems like a huge waste

Cookie cutter townhouses that have taken over whole 
blocks.  Lack of parking provided for said townhouses 
and lack of upkeep once they have sold.    The lack of 
a community center, such as the one in Phinney or the 
University district.

Megahomes should be assessed a special tax, and town 
homes are very poorly designed

Wallingford does not have a community center - a serious 
ommission for such a large neighborhood.

Traffic through our neighborhood has increased, despite 
installation of traffic circles.  They drive fast, without 
looking at intersections!

Need to improve bus service so we can reduce the grid 
lock on 45th. We don’t have public facilities (library is too 
small to count). School District continues to be unwilling 
to talk to the community.

Biking up Stone Way is never fun but I can’t imagine 
there’s a way around that.

Both the Wallingford and Fremont neighborhood plans 
claim our mini-neighborhood west of Stone/east of 
Aurora, but neither really considers our problems with 
public safety and the failure to redevelop Aurora to be a 
good neighbor.

East-west bike travel is extremely difficult (sharrows on 
45th are no help at all); housing is extremely expensive 
and getting more so - even a middle-class family cannot 
afford to buy or rent here; we continue to be the most un-
parked area in Seattle, with access to Lake Union VERY 
restricted; Wallingford still has no community center; our 
business district has been almost completely taken over 
by coffee shops and boutiques.

I love the fact that we have a library but am sad that it’s 
stuck in a small space in a busy bldg.  Hard to park.  Traffic 
is awful.  Side streets are being used by people to avoid 
45th--makes the side streets dangerous.  Am dissatisfied 
w/plans to add more density to neighborhood--feels very 
dense as it is.  Parking is quite hard on neighborhood 
streets.  There is major drug activity in Meridian Park and 
on adjacent streets.  Hard for neighbors to fight alone w/o 
police help.



Q2: What are you dissatisfied about?
806

WalliNgford WalliNgford

People cutting through residential areas to avoid the 5 
way intersection of 50th, Greenlake way and Stone way. 
As well as going the wrong way around the traffic circles.

The car traffic on Wallingford Avenue between 40th and 
45th is very fast.  This is near the Wallingford Park.  Many 
are going so fast that they are unable to stop safely for 
the crosswalk at Wallingford Ave and 43rd.  I’d also like 
to see another crosswalk at Wallingfor Ave and 42nd as 
both of these intersections are used a lot for pedestrians 
walking to Wallingford Park.  Also, the street lights on 
Wallingford Ave are often out.

I am still not convinced that Wallingford is a safe place to 
raise a family.  As for the buildings, people need to accept 
change and the benefits change brings.  Wallingford has 
a tremendous amount of potential to be a wonderful 
community and I hope people realize that.

Library far too small for size and interest of community. 
Too few public spaces for meetings, intergenerational 
exercise, such as community centers.

My major concerns for Wallingford are around safety.  
There is a high concentration of property crimes in this 
neighborhood specific to car and house break-ins that 
I don’t believe is being addressed.  I don’t see the level 
of police involvement in the neighborhood that I’d like 
to see, and I believe this is the greatest danger to the 
long-term viability of this area.  The other area, while not 
specifically addressed in this report, is the increasingly 
inadequate city school system.  The poor condition of 
Seattle schools is directly responsible for the relocation of 
many new parents out of the area.

Lots of unattractive buildings/condos crammed onto 
small lots, much more difficult to get around the city and 
Wallingord in general, see previous comments about 
changes

the Wallingford and Meridian playfields are wonderful 
family friendly places.  Woodland park is not.  There are 
no clearly designated trails from the neighborhoods to 
the picnic areas.  The trails (which may or may not be 
“real” trails vs. social trails) are often littered with broken 
glass, cigarette butts, beer cans, and excrement soiled 
tissues.  There’s no pedestrian friendly passage through 
the fenced, concrete, gravel, and astroturfed fields that 
line Greenlake Way.  Lastly, the Wallingford Steps is a 
nasty, hot, dusty, concrete monstrosity - not a park.  It 
may provide pedestrian access but it’s not very pleasant 
access.

Public transportation has deteriorated with the increase 
in density and thus increase in traffic. Much of the 
housing that has been built is ugly. Public facilities are 
limited to the library, whicih is small and useful only as a 
place to pick up holds.

while the library is fantastic and we make a lot of use of it, 
I would also love to see a Wallingford community center. 
I have taken art classes at the Green lake c.c. and would 
definitely take advantage of more programs if they were 
right in my neighborhood and I could walk there more 
easily.

a community center would be awesome!    better 
restaurants would be great too

45th is a very busy road. I would like to see light rail 
eventually closer to wallingford. I would also like to see 
more dense housing in certain areas, which has already 
happened in some places like above office max, bagley 
lofts, and the building that has stalled at 4th NE and 45th.

cut though traffic has increased and become dangerous.

(this is all relative) In Wallingford there is only one east/
west bus route (rt 44 along 45th st) if possible having 
another route that goes east/west (possibly along 65th) 
would be well received.  The McDonald school should 
probably be reexamined for reopening given the number 
of children being born in the north wallingford area.

The business district still seems a bit sleepy and slow to 
grow and businesses seem to come and go at a quick 
rate. eg - the QFC is a bit run down vs. most improved 
neighborhoods in seattle (and is the only major grocery 
option), new shops on the 45th/stone interchange (both 
starbucks and jamba juice) were only in their locations for 
a very short time before moving out.  There isn’t really a 
community center per se in wallingford and the library 
is really just a hub to pick up books - doesn’t provide 
enough space for community and family either through 
events (book reads, storytime, etc) or just space to hang 
out and read a book. The amount of books on hand is very 
limited so not really the kind of library to go and get some 
ideas for new reading.

There is little to no east-west public transit service 
through Wallingford.  I would love to get to the UW light-
rail station when it opens, but the bus current comes 
every 40 minutes...
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There seems to be an increase in public drunkenness 
since the Alcohol Impact area was put in place in the U 
District.      Break-ins (home and car) are a big concern.

library size reduced as part of relocation  bus service 
not increased  car traffic has gotten much worse  no 
replacement for lost store at 40th & stone way

high turnover, expensive stores, but we like the 
neighborhood stores that interact with the community

a community center with a pool would be a wonderful 
addition to the neighborhood

The larger buildings being constructed along Stone Way 
and 45th (also along 34th) are lacking in character and 
design interest. The buildings are very large and do not 
reflect the character of the neighborhood (in my opinion).

Median home value is far above my potential purchase 
power as a single income.

We don’t like the car thefts and although the projects 
turned out okay, the new big buildings with unleased 
retail.  We would love to maximize the open space for our 
kids.

I wish the library was bigger and had more places to 
relax and read a book, instead of feeling like a fast food 
restaurant.  Sadly, it seems like Wallingford is becoming 
less safe, with many break-ins in the area.

The residential houses are getting old and need more 
upkeep.  Safety is not great.  I have had my car broken 
into and same with my neighbors.  Each year there are 
several of our neighbors or friends in Wallingford that 
have their car broken into.  I do not know the ratio of 
renters to home owners, but perhaps this is a factor in 
creating a close community in Wallingford.

I’d like to see more development of underused sites, so 
that more people can live here and profit from the good 
transit and retail in the neighborhood.

Transportation infrastructure has not kept up with the 
increase in density.  Also, the new mid-rise buildings are 
forcing out our one-of-a-kind businesses and replacing 
them with chain businesses.  The one-of’s are what give 
our neighborhood its character.

My children are afraid there may be a homeless person 
in our house when we get home. They tell me to lock our 
car doors and our house door as soon as we get home. Re 
transportation, while we prefer public transportation, the 
bus can be very slow, and having a bus every 20 minutes 
(#16) to downtown makes it slow and inconvenient!

I still feel that there is more need for parks. In particular, 
I think that there is a need for a children’s playground 
in south wallingford - such as at gasworks park or 
another location. I like the wallingford library but it is 
small and could use more space. Additionally, I feel that 
wallingford would benefit from a community center. I am 
disappointed by the emptiness of the wallingford center 
as that would be a nice place to meet and frequent. 
Finally, I feel that transit often moves too fast through 
parts of wallingford (40th, Wallingford Ave and 34th), that 
coupled with the fact that corners are not stroller friendly 
makes it less walkable.

I don’t think that the Wallingford center has been well 
managed. Lots of vacant stores, and lots of turnover.   It 
seems difficult to get a business started there.  The library 
remodel, and repeat closures (as the current one) have 
been somewhat inconvenient.

As noted before, I not happy with the new nightclubs & 
head-shops that have sprung up in the neighborhood.

Yes, I am very dissatisfied that the City does not assist 
with whatever is necessary to get rid of the dangerous 
hole at the corner of 40th and Stone Way.

Bad traffic and unregulated growth.

I am always worried that local small businesses won’t be 
able to survive.

The number of parking infractions ie; parking on wrong 
side of street, across sidewalks, too close to intersections, 
etc.

We need a community center!  There is not a way for us to 
come together.

Too many multiple housing units resulting in loss of 
parking.  Stone way traffic realignment is a failure for 
congestion and safety.

Too many boring townhouses. Commercial building that 
blocks views. Some publicly owned buildings allowed to 
deteriorate.
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The city has permitted developers to openly violate land 
use regulations, particularly in the shoreline overlay zone.

I’ve always felt safe in this neighborhood, but lately I’m 
becoming concerned by the drug users / dealers that 
have taken up residence. Several times on my street 
(1600 block N 49th) I’ve seen a car pull over and a male 
get out and walk away, while the car drives off.    Overall, 
city seems (to me) somewhat unresponsive to needs. I 
notified city street maintenance in early June about our 
deteriorating street. They came out and marked areas for 
repair. No action to date -- 08.14.09

Would prefer not to see drug deals going down on my 
street.   Would prefer to see building code allow for higher 
density areas to be confined to specific sections.   Would 
prefer that building code not allow such large building 
footprint on lots.

An excessive number of tenants within some of our 
rental properties increases the number of parked cars 
along our streets, making it difficult to drive through the 
neighborhood.  Boaters who use the Lake Uniton docks 
also add to the parking congestion on our neighborhood 
streets.  There appears to be no regulation of the 
construction that occurs along the north shore of Lake 
Union.  This north side of Lake Union has the potential 
for providing some of the best views of the city and lake, 
yet that potential has been neglected.  The city appears 
more focused on improving the views along South Lake 
Union rather than North.  If Northlake Dr were improved, 
much of the Wallingford through-traffic could be 
redirected away from the neighborhood--making it safer 
for residents to walk and bike along Pacific/34th St.  The 
land area between Pacific and the Burke-Gilman Trail is 
rarely maintained; grass and shrubs are over-grown and 
unsightly.

Timing of traffic lights on N 45th St are often times off 
causing extensive back-ups

My home was burgled within the first month of my 
moving in. I don’t think I should have to pay some security 
company based in some other state to monitor it. My tax 
dollars should be going to fund proper police coverage, 
up to and including a few bike cops roaming the area. 
I’d rather send a check to the local police than to some 
monitoring service.    While the bus routes going through 
Wallingford are convenient, they are often infrequent 
and/or slow. Wallingford needs a more frequent service 
to the U. District, especially when light rail comes to the 
U. Dist in a few years. Plans should be made for a shuttle, 
street car, etc. to connect Ballard, Fremont, Wallingford 
into the U. District light rail.

The new multifamily housing is for the most part ugly and 
does not fit at all the character of Wallingford. We don’t 
have enough park space- and have to fight with Seattle 
schools to keep what we have. We have no community 
center- as do all the other comparable neighborhoods- 
a serious lack! If Wallingfor is designated as an urban 
village- there should be a community center! Space exists 
north of Gasworks and has been looked into- no results so 
far.

Move the bike lanes off of 45h (to 44th for example) and 
off of stoneway (to woodland park ave n). Over 40% of 
the neighborhood consists of single people living alone 
but we lack the services and housing styles to appeal 
to us.  We want more single family homes with cottage 
housing, townhomes that mimic the appearance of a 
single family home, more zones for reatuarants and the 
abilty to get acrosss the neighborhood east to west and 
north to south. Stop trying to force us out of our cars and 
give us better options. For example why not add an open 
bus (like at disney land) up and down wooodland park ave 
n from Gaswoorks to Greenlake and up and down 45th? 
We also want more community based events vs ones that 
bring people in from other areas.

I wish we had a larger library branch.  Too many cars 
driving too fast on residential streets.

hard to find parking for customers, let alone ourselves by 
our business
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I think having the Aurora corridor in our neighborhood 
needs to be addressed more heavily.  We receive quite 
a bit of crime spillover from the Aurora motels and 
this issue is not being discussed with respect to our 
neighborhood.  The focus seems to be on Aurora to the 
north of us.  Also, I feel 45th St and Aurora and Stone Way 
are all roads where cars travel very quickly.  Pedestrian 
and bike safety are at issue here, especially with respect 
to streets leading off these arterials.  We live 2 blocks 
from Aurora and people speed quite a bit trying to enter 
and exit from Aurora.  This is not good.

I wouldn’t exactly say I’m dissatisfied, but I am hopeful 
that the southern portion of Wallingford will gradually 
have more services; e.g., grocery stores.  I also think it 
would be great if--one day if the economy improves--the 
Maritime Heritage Museum concept takes hold for the 
King County-owned property at the north end of Lake 
Union.  But that’s an expensive concept and I believe the 
whole topic of community centers needs to be tabled for 
now (see later comments).

I would like to see more of a police presence in the 
neighborhood.  I.E. Walking or biking.

Wallingford needs a community center like Phinney 
Ridge has either in Good Shepard or elsewhere close 
to  45th.  Yes, I do not like the traffic on 45th but taking 
parking away from the businesses is not the answer.  I 
would rather people sit in the traffic and maybe then they 
would get out of their cars

I think that left turns from NE 45th onto 4th Ave NE 
should not be allowed.  There isn’t a dedicated turn lane 
(east or west bound), and turning vehicles block traffic 
coming from the freeway, and going to the freeway, 
causing congestion in the neighborhood, and unsafe 
turning at that intersection.

I’m surprised that the median rent for Wallingford in the 
report is so low.  I’ve rarely come across apartments in the 
neighborhood listed for less than $1000, and those prices 
frequently exclude utilities.

The lights along N Pacific are poorly maintainted lit which 
makes it dangerours for scooters and motorcycles. This 
also caused the Burke Gilman to be darker and less safe.

Too many car prowls happen in my neighborhood. And 
too many bums are allowed to roam around.

Wallingford would greatly benefit with the addition 
of better quality restaurants or even a “gastropub”. 
Also, small apartment buildings are being destroyed 
and replaced by huge hideous apartment complexes 
There’s not enough middle/low income single or duplex 
apartments with yards. Without the funds to buy a house, 
finding a place with garden place is tough!

Worried about crime, shootings
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45th street redevelopment went well. Stone 
way redesign was a mess and didn’t benefit the 
community.

many of the south wallingford planning 
recommendations were never adopted.  i think 
many of those recommendations should be.

The plan sees more density going in and 
that’s happening. It sees things getting more 
walkable and that’s happening (intersection 
of Wallingford and 45th redone, repaving 
and ped improvements along 45th has been 
accomplished). Stoneway has been improved 
for bikes and somewhat for peds. The high 
use transit stops along Stoneway and near 
Aurora have not seen any improvements, and 
stand in stark contrast to the conditions in the 
neighborhood otherwise.

Seem to have been ignored by the City. The 
Neighborhood Design Guidelines were hopelessly 
watered down by the City.

Too new to really understand how well ideas are 
being implemented

the neighborhood south of 50th street has largely 
maintained its character over the 30 years i’ve 
lived here.  i’m not sure that the “”vision”” or 
“”key strategies”” had much to do with that 
but it’s a good thing.  Woodland Park - and 
consequently my neighborhood - has been badly 
degraded over the past decade (well, actually, 
much longer than that but the past 10 years have 
continued the assault not abated it.)

Overall Wallingford is meeting its goals. My only 
concern is that I don’t see any purple on the map, 
meaning no light rail connection.

still no community center...

In some areas these are Ok and some are 
not as good. There seems to be in increase in 
community (by local street) interaction though 
it also feels like there has been an increase of 
crimes -- theft, etc. over the past year or so which 
makes the neighborhood a little less comfortable.

I think that the community has done an amazing job of creating 
opportunities for us to meet our neighbors using events like 
the art walk, farmers’ market, seafair parade and the earth day 
celebration. The improvements along 45th have been apparent 
and well-executed. However, I do not see a lot of effort to reach 
out to and acknowledge cultural diversity.

Some improvements have been made, but 45th still isn’t very 
walkable between the freeway (I5) and wallingford Ave. There 
has to be a higher density of people living along this area for it to 
make sense for it to be more pedestrian friendly.

While I have reviewd the Neighborhood Plan previously, read 
through the very sketchy status report, and took a quick look at 
the implementation matrix I do not have a good sense of what I 
am measuring. The two key strategies are 45th St. Improvements 
and Staffing Weaving Wallingford. There have been significant 
advances on both of these (the pedestrian “”bulbs”” on 45th and 
the one on Wallingford are good but we could use a few more.)

The plan and strategies were exceedingly vague. Some of them 
have been addressed, such as the Wallingford Steps and Park. 
The Library, as stated before, is entirely too small and there are 
not enough playgrounds for the size of the area.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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*Stone Way “road diet” is a (hard fought) success story 
*Increase density along designated corridors (new 
development) 
*Still many things to do

The 45th ST improvements and park renovations/
additions are great. Not doing well on responsible 
architecture.

The only unifying voice in the neighborhood seems to be 
the Wallyhood blog. Before I read about this plan in the 
blog, I’d never heard of it.

Traffic still cuts through N 49th in avoiding the N 50th / 
Stone intersection. It’s a pain. A preschooler got hit by 
a driver just a few days ago. “”School Zone”” signs were 
put up, but the signs don’t matter to someone speeding 
through N 49th, trying to make the shortcut “”save 
time.”” This shortcutting needs to be stopped.

The Weaving Wallingford newsletter is great for 
promoting community involvement, and I am 
appreciative of the recent improvements in the “”urban 
village””.

Wallingford is less liveable than it was 14 years ago when 
I moved here.

Pedestrian safety on Stone Way still an issue, and the 
neighborhood would benefit from being  a lot more bike 
friendly considering its location

I think Wallingford has done well in working towards 
the goals and strategies to achieve the neighborhood 
vision.  The neighborhood feels safe, it is a great place 
to walk, all my normal services can be met living in 
the neighborhood, both N/S and E/W transit service is 
available, and there are some beautiful parks (particularly 
meridian park).  The one missing ingredient would be 
employment, because it would be nice to live and work 
within walking distance.  Otherwise, the neighborhood is 
functioning well.

A number of projects have been completed, especially 
the pedestrian zone on 45th, the increased pedestrian 
orientation of Stone Way, and to a lesser extent on 34th; 
and specific projects at the parks and Wallingford Steps. 
Some zoning goals have been met.

Some items worked.  Some didn’t.  One of those with the 
highest impact to long-term residents was that, at one 
point during one of the planning meetings, we were told 
that we had a growth target of X by year X.   We were 
told that density would not go much beyond that, that it 
would be controlled growth.  When that goal had been 
reached within a few years and neighbors commented on 
it at a public meeting regarding a new building going up 
objecting to the size and volume of people expected to 
move in, we were told that the numbers we were given 
during the planning phase of the neighborhood plan 
COULD and SHOULD be exceeded if possible.  There 
was miscomminication on this fact passed on through 
the years so that folks in our neighborhood thought that 
growth wouldn’t be so out of control, but it continues 
unabated.....

If we want a vibrant self functioning area here- we need 
to also have necessary services, such as a community 
center. The service center we have at the same building 
as the library in no way functions as a community center- 
it is technically the Fremont Service Center.

Getting the weekly neighborhood newsletter is very 
helpful. Improvement of the 45th corridor is also going 
well, but could always extend further toward I-5.

I didn’t have access to a complete plan to know the full 
vision statement

The Wallingford playground green grass area spends a 
good deal of time in repair and disrepair.  Perhaps a more 
durable turf could be installed.

The dominance of rentals creates more of a transit 
society making it difficult for people to know one another. 
Once people can afford a home they typically move out of 
the area (i.e., an area with afforadable housing). 
Unsafe due to the proximity to Aurora with its continued 
prostitution, drug trafficing and transient population.

The street improvements were very much needed.  
There is still work that needs to be done to improve our 
views and access to Lake Union.  The South Wallingford 
Neighborhood Plan called for more improvements/
changes than we have seen at this time.

When I read about goals being to celebrate I get mushy 
inside. Yuck.  Wallingford has done a lot but a lot to do yet

45th still needs a lot of help.
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They’re well enough in the context of the Neighborhood 
Plan vision, with exception of safety.  I don’t feel entirely 
safe in my neighborhood either at dusk or dawn; and 
since I live on Wallingford Avenue, I’m seeing a lot of 
disturbed people roaming around shouting insults at 
themselves and those within their periphery.

I’m not sure how to respond to this:  while I like the 
concept of neighborhood planning, I have been very 
disturbed at how this plays out in the real world.  For 
example, I participated in the North Lake Union planning 
process (administered by King County) related to 
the Metro properties.  In the discussions, I was very 
pleased to hear diverse points of view...only to find later 
that a minority viewpoint was advanced on behalf of 
“Wallingford residents.”  So much for diversity.  Perhaps 
I was naive but it was pretty demoralizing, so by that 
point, I didn’t feel too enthusiastic about further citizen 
participation.  Why bother if the end result is that our 
“Neighborhood Plan” is simply the desires of a small 
powerful group of Wallingford residents who have special 
access to local politicians or the Parks Board?  However, 
I do care about my neighborhood, so I feel it’s time to 
try again...this survey is a good start and I appreciate the 
opportunity to participate.

there are fundamental limitations to the plan (Usable 
Open Space proximity) as there are few places to add 
new usable open space.

Change takes time.  The overall accomplishments have 
been good...we must keep the neighborhood involved to 
keep change coming.

Don’t agree with the vision---you are ruining what 
Wallingford and the livable city of Seattle  has been.

Just look at the hole in the ground at 40th and Stone.  
That is an eyesore and discredits the neighborhood.

yes but they aren’t inclusive and don’t reflect the bulk of 
the people who live here. Instead a few people dominate 
the conversation and have for the past 10 years.

One of the major goals as I understand it is to create an 
Urban Village where pedestrains feel safe to walk and 
ride.   I do not feel that it is very safe to walk or ride along 
45th street.   I would like to see more pedestrian friendly 
areas.

Haven’t been involved long enough determine.

I don’t really understand what the plans are actually going 
to do.

I think Gas Works park could be used for more events, 
and that sometimes seems not to be the case as with the 
outdoor movies initiative that was not allowed to happen

traffic congestion and parking still a problem

I’d like to see more attention paid to urban planning.  
I’m underwhelmed with some of the poorly made 
new construction that’s been approved for residential 
and commercial use in the time we’ve been in the 
neighborhood.  The new buildings at the corner of Stone 
Way and 45th St. were not created with a well defined 
sense of fitting within the aesthetic of the neighborhood.  
Even more distressing is gaping pit at the corner of 
Stone Way and 40th St. that’s been allowed to sit there 
for more than 5 years now without any movement by 
the owners of this parcel to build.  This is a blight on 
the neighborhood, and at some point the city bears a 
responsibility to compel the owners of this tract to start 
construction.

Pedestrian culture on 45th is still lacking. I’d love to see 
more efforts in traffic-calming between I-5 and Corliss. 
Bicycling infrastructure has been moderately addressed 
on Wallingford Ave, but I’d love to see some on-street 
parking eliminated in order to add proper bike lanes. 
Perhaps to Wallingford Ave and 40th.

Weaving Wallingford e-news and the Wallingford 
Neighborhood Office are great and promotes community.

Traffic still bad along 45th, though some of the 
improvements have helped slow traffic.  I’d like to see 
fewer cars and more buses, bikes, and pedestrians.  
Business district is improved.

What  is shown on the Seattle Planning Commission 
website for Wallingford does not correlate well with the 
Neighborhood Plan maintained by the community.

Little update long 34th/Pacific/Northlake Way.  Had to 
fight hard to for the Stone Way bike lanes south of 40th 
-- Cascade Bike Club had to do their own traffic surveys to 
prove that bike lanes would not adversely effect traffic.

it seems to have been drafted by the very very few 
businesses on 45th
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Where in the last round of neighborhood planning people 
were concerned about protecting the single family areas, 
I think people are more and more seeing the advantages 
of having more people in the neighborhood - for 
businesses, for making the streets lively.

ditto

it’s all in the details.  i’m not sure there’s even any value 
to these plans since they’re so full of pleasantries and so 
light on substance.

Creating and maintaining a livable, walkable and safe 
urban village is the right way to go with Wallingford. But 
once again Wallingford needs a good connection to the 
light rail which will become the backbone of Seattle’s 
transit system. The 44/16 don’t cut it.

I think that with continued growth along 45th, attitudes 
about such growth may be more positive than before.  
Community spaces have definitely moved up in priority.  
The Aurora corridor continues to be an issue.  South 
Wallingford needs to be a priority.

I think the vision can remain the same, but it seems that 
the key strategies have been achieved and that they 
simply need to be maintained and improved somewhat, if 
needed.

Need more focus on working with public schools and 
other public institutions. Need to figure out how to weigh 
desires for open space with need for organized athletic 
facilities especially at Wallingford Playfield and Meridian. 
Wallingford overused as dog park.

The 45th ST improvements are on track. Need a new key 
strategy.

The problem with the priorities is that they are not 
specific. Who is not in favor of mothers and apple pie?

new goals and strategies, reflecting the current status, 
and put together by wallingford residents would be a 
good idea

The Wallingford plan is a well-constructed vision 
for the long term.  It is partly implemented and the 
neighborhood is better as a result.  Wallingford will 
improve further if we can continue to implement the 
plan.

stone way is not mentioned at all, it is the next up and 
coming 45th, just don’t forget about it it could sneek up 
on you if there is no planning for it

Though street improvements have been made, east/west 
traffic is still a problem

The proliferation of condos needs to be halted.

More attention is needed on views and land use along 
Lake Union.

They are a priority, but there seems to be a lack of will to 
implement/enforce the plan on both the part of the city 
and neighborhood community council.

Looks like some have been achieved, and the vision laid 
out is attractive but W’ford has a ways to go to achieve it.

I actually think it would be good to revisit the plan.  Our 
neighborhood is changing for the better, and the “”face”” 
of the people writing the plan has changed, too.  I see less 
emphasis on the implied rights of 2nd and 3rd generation 
Seattleites (as though that matters), and more emphasis 
on the diversity of all of our residents.  This is good.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so
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20

0
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40
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Outside of this survey I don’t see much acknowledgement 
or activity about the plan.

I think traffic is a bigger problem than was predicted.

Not meaningful--- this whole thing feels like someones 
pipedream

I think people are against growth, which is 
understandable.  However, with growth comes 
opportunity.

The plan should reflect the ideals of the people who 
live here not planners who happen to live in the 
neighborhood and have their own vision of how the rest 
of us should live. We don’t want to ride bikes to work for 
example. If we wanted an urban neighborhood we would 
live up on Capital Hill. With only a few hundred more 
people expected to move into the area in the next decade 
we also aren’t carrying our own fair share of the growth 
load. This neighborhod consistes of singles but you seem 
to be still planning for the small 10% that have families

Design guidelines that it seems a lot of time and effort 
have gone into, don’t have the appearance of having 
made much change in the residential areas of Wallingford 
- which of course they didn’t really address.

Dealing with traffic needs to remain an important priority.

Density goals appear to have been achieved and the 
focus should shift to better distribution of future density 
increases.

I think we still need to work on safety for pedestrians and 
bikers

Somehow the wording in the Neighborhood Plan just 
makes me glaze over.  Of course we want people to feel 
safe and the businesses to be viable (if they provide 
something useful), etc. etc.  Maybe if I lived in a more 
degraded neighborhood or country the Neigborhood 
Plan would be more compelling.  Would like better transit 
connections with the rest of the city and region.

see above

I’ve never agreed with some of the arterial to local street 
conversions, especially along Latona and Thackery.  
There are no other north south arterials between 40th/
Pacific/Northlake and 45th St between Wallingford Ave 
and I5.  Thackery/Latona gets lots of traffic because of 
congestion along 45th St.  Converting Latona/Thackery to 
local streets will only push traffic onto other local streets 
which are not designed to take the additional vehicles.

we need to have a plan that takes into account cars 
since that isn’t going away. we will just drive hydrids and 
electric ones
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carbon neutral, low energy development, community 
gardens, non-motorized transportation, energy systems

newer, cleaner, eco-friendly buildings. more parking

Bike paths, zoning, street master plans

a development plan for south wallingford, including 
public amenities and more open space.  i think the 
neighborhood and city have a real opportunity to 
create more pedestrian friendly streets that promote 
a stronger connection to the waterfront in this area 
of the neighborhood.  i also would love to see more 
neighborhood commercial development along north 
34th street to create more vibrant and active housing and 
commercial opportunities in the area.

Encouraging dense multi-family and mixed-use 
development along 45th and Stone Way.

Renters, youth, kids. We should look at what these 
groups want from where they live, not just the usual 
30-60 yr old property owners. Need to look more 
closely and thoroughly at how denser development can 
more elegantly transition into the single family areas. 
Should look at the areas with the greatest number of 
bus boardings/exiting and how to make these more 
accomodating (there are masses of people using stops 
that aren’t in the main commercial areas.)

Address the specific proposals in the Neighborhood 
Plan and how much progress we’ve made on the specific 
proposals.

Traffic. Safety of pedestrians.

Better stat about employment. 
I would like to see information per neighborhood on 
density per land area and open space percentage of 
neighborhood 
Median house age, and number of historically protected 
buildings  
Tree canopy percentage - and a goal for where we should 
be  
and other information on community amenities - # of 
P-Patches, size of library v. population, etc.

Better building design.

open/green space

community center

housing and employment connections (people who 
live and work in the neighborhood), diversity in 
neighborhood. Transportation by bus, bike, pedestrian 
and car in the neighborhood.

Public infrastructure.

Pedestrian and bike safety, crime prevention

Streamlining traffic and revising the Wallingford corridor.

Mass transit

substance

Increased safety through more police coverage and 
improving the connection to the transportation network.

measurable outcomes

Acccess to Lake Union

Crime, community-building activities, events and 
institutions

Public space and public access to Lake Union, bike travel, 
especially east-west, encouragement of a more varied 
retail core.

more focus on upgrading the area with public amenities 
to continue to have people want to live in and visit 
wallingford.

A community center as a means to achieving the vision of 
“”Where neighbors are encouraged to know one another, 
to celebrate together, and to join in

making decisions

Walkability, home invasions, smash & grab car crimes -- 
and lack of police response.

safety

Water access at the Wallingford Community Wharf. 
This should not be a strictly land-bound resource. Its 
connection to Lake Union and maritime activities shoiuld 
be a big part of its development.

MASS TRANSIT PLANS-CONNECTING US EAST + WEST 
AS WELL AS TO DOWNTOWN AND THE AIRPORT

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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I think more of a focus on community events where 
we Wallingforders can practice stewardship of our 
neighborhood would be great. I may be out of the loop 
with some of these gatherings, but then the word needs 
to be spread more because I’m very connected to the 
neighborhood!

traffic mitigation

bringing in more quality businesses, especially 
restaurants

creating a unique community through retail and parks.

Affordable housing, transportation infrastructure, 
partnering with KC Metro to improve transit

encouraging another major grocery (Safeway, Fred 
Meyer, etc.) for lot at 40th & Stone Way 
improving transportation (public and private) 
increasing library size

South Wallingford. There should be attempts to link the 
Urban Village to Fremont neighborhood as this is right 
along the waterway and Burke Gilman Trail. In addition, 
attention should be paid to the 34th St. corridor so that it 
doesn’t become a tunnel and speedway between I5 and 
Stone Way.

how the projects that have been completed relate to the 
neighborhood plan. The community investment section 
is good and these were all good neighborhood projects 
but they don’t relate to the “”key strategies””. There are 
many more specific strategies in the plan that could be 
daylighted to help those of us reading this to better see 
how the projects relate to the plan.

*Pedestrian and bicycle improvements, safe routes to 
schools (John Stanford)

Changes in zoning and permitting rules to encourage 
increased density without creating a glut of anonymous 
and ugly condo-over-garage clusters.

Bringing children together.  Since so many Seattle kids 
go to private schools, it would be nice to have lots of 
activities/facilities/etc. to bring students from the same 
neighborhood but different schools together.

Preservation of the historic character and design 
standards

better, safer, more civil transportation

keeping the neighborhood family friendly to people at all 
income levels.

public transportation options, including additional bus 
routes.

Open space, safety, traffic, incompatible businesses, 
building community

I can’t read the neighborhood plan from the link provided 
- only aware of things from some planning meetings.

Are the demographics accurate?  There was a community 
meeting in the Wallingford center in 2005, and the WC 
management was saying that they thought there weren’t 
many kids in the neighborhood.  I’m not sure what 
resources they were looking at, but I would hope that 
we have accurate demographic information about our 
neighborhood.

Speciic improvements to public services, such as reliable 
on-time bus service, a community center, a library where 
one could actually go and browse for something to read.

Building a playground in Gas Works Park

Safety, traffic, pedestrians and bikers, graffitti.  
Wallingford’s level of quality for families and children

Housing affordability and transportation

Open space 
Community facilities 
Maintaining single family residential character off main 
corridors

Making changes to the roads/transit to accomodate the 
growth.  Changes to 50th have and 45th/46th near Aurora 
have all but brought east/west traffic to a halt.

Allowing faster traffic on Stone Way and 45th to lighten 
up the traffic on the non-arterial streets and to lighten up 
traffic on Wallingford Ave (an arterial street where people 
speed a lot since there isn’t usually stoplights to slow 
them down).
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Bringing families into Wallingford, increasing the % of 
home owners, maintaining the single unit structures 
in Wallingford - keep the condo conversions out of our 
neighborhood!, increasing the diversity of the population 
that lives in Wallingford to build a richer community

Transportation networks and public amenities.

Zoning to ensure new development fits with the 
character of the neighborhood 
Bike safety and home security 
Assisting the transient population

Assuring that no upzoning takes place without substantial 
analysis and public review. There is still lots of area to 
increase density already zoned.

how many people do we want to cram into a limited 
space? how can we transport the people that are already 
crammed into the existing space?

I’d like to see crime stats. What, when, where.

Stopping new development. Already the multi-use on 
45th and Stone Way has had business vacancies for 
months.

Having more of a family environment and less of a 
transient one. If we are an “”Urban Village”” then have 
businesses close by 10PM - like a village. If people want 
nightlife, Fremont is just down the hill.

Giving back the sidewalks to pedestrians.

views and land use 
controlling parking along our streets 
redirecting through-traffic away from the residential 
areas

Quality of life issues--housing, traffic, parking, safety.

Safety

Crosswalks/pedestrian access, parks, libraries,

Traffic control, affordable housing. I’m definitely 
concerned about the number of townhomes squeezed 
into small plots.

Urban tree both street trees, not allowing to cut down 
trees, planting more trees in yards and in public areas.

Removing the transfer station and any contaminated soils 
that surround facility the adjoining properties. Creating 
programs that encourage the residents of Wallingford to 
spend locally within the community. Crime prevention, ...

adequate parking in land use planning

Creating businesses that draw people to the 
neighborhood.  Community center. Maintaining parks 
and open spaces.

Preservation of marine activity and business uses on 
Lake Union. Traffic safety. Enforcement of land use 
regulations.

Increasing housing density, especially in the business 
district where 3 & 4 story buildings could replace current 2 
story structures, probably without tremendous impact on 
views or on traffic.

Reducing significant obstacles to achieving enhancement 
of the “”urban village”” character of the Wallingford 
Community.

Transportation and affordability

(1) Integrity on the process; i.e., when there are multiple 
points of view expressed on an issue, those should be 
reported as diverse, not distilled to the preferred option 
of a powerful minority group. 
(2) Recognition of economic realities.  It’s embarrassing 
to me that the City of Seattle has to limit the hours of 
community centers in the Central Area...while people in 
Wallingford want the City to build something new HERE.    
(3) The increasing vibrancy of higher densities, and the 
way we can attract more business, light industry, and 
services. 
(4) Strategies for more bus service and bike lanes instead 
of automobile-fixated transportation.

adapting to the changing demographics, 
alternative transportation plans (outside of bus routes) 
for the future.

Zoning for housing.  While it’s appropriate for Wallingford 
to have multi-house units, most of the ones being built 
are the poorly planned and ugly type...one behind the 
other with ridiculous parking.  These do not enhance the 
neighborhood.  Case in point...they are for sale OFTEN 
and take a long time to sell.  Also, we need to keep 
planting trees.  Wallingford is pretty barren.  Also, I hope 
the new buildings stay at 5 stories (maximum) and below.



Q4: Status reports should focus more on...
818

WalliNgford WalliNgford

building community

Supporting the small businesses on 45th and Stone Way.

Safety and businesses in Wallingford that are affordable 
and useful to the residents

Limiting housing density, limiting commercial 
development

AFFORDABLE HOUSING, better traffic flow (it takes me 
as long to get from 45th and stoneway to the freeway as 
from the 45th street onramp to Redmond). Services that 
match the population and take into account the aging of 
the residents.

Business-friendly environment

Urban planning and safety.

Transporation and public amenities

Continuing to support small businesses, restaurants and 
access to the lake for the public.

Bicycle transportation 
Safety 
Improvements on 50th to reduce accidents at 50th and 
Meridian

more light rail lines in to neighborhoods.

Safety

Community access to parks and low- cost activities for 
famlies

traffic congestion

Getting people out of their cars and onto buses, bikes and 
their feet.

Community center, design guidelines for multi-family 
dwellings. Parking needs of multi-family units.  Keeping 
Wallingford a residential neighborhood.

Increased public transit.

Pedestrian and bike safety.

what to do about the transfer station...

Safety, public transportation

Transportation - why are routes being cut when we are 
trying to encourage people to use public transportation 
more?

Availability of space in neighborhood public schools for 
school-age children.

Conversion of land use over time, i.e., industrial (marine, 
light manufacturing, etc.) to multifamily; and single-
family to multifamily.

providing food and shelter for those who need it

continuing to support businesses and foot traffic on 45th 
street; doing something about the gaping hole in the 
ground at 40th and Stone Way

Housing affordability

Safety, affordability, fewer filing cabinets for people, 
more houses

Zoning... what beautiful craftsman homes are being 
turned into ugly town homes.

Schools

Making it more energy efficient having a green 
neighborhood.

community

traffic movement/flow, monitoring drug use in the area 
single family homes

Public transit -- especially east-west options.

affordable housing, more office and employment in the 
neighborhood
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parking

Protecting single family areas.

Higher housing density. There seem to be enough condos 
and town houses in Seattle by now. Or at least there 
should be a call for more green spaces when either is 
being built. Just a little bit of set back for apartment and 
business buildings to allow for somewhat of a front yard 
would help to make these building feel less obtrusive.

increasing density

fluff

n/a

increasing density

Upscale developments, density without infrastructure

increasing housing density (it’s already happening with 
large growth of condos)

Pie charts which don’t have a lot of relevance to us and 
the the Link Light Rail Map. It’s good to have the urban 
village and overall plan area map but there were other 
maps like Zoning Class map (page 4 in the Specific 
Neighborhood Data) which provide better information.

New construction of whatever kind.

n/a

Nothing

Demographics and development.

Growth for growth sake (i.e., density for tax revenue). 
“Urban Village” shouldn’t mean packed like clams.

Accomodating bicyclists who seem to have the right of 
way on sidewalks and in the street.

Adding more people to the neighborhood.

park beautification (job well done...let’s move on now)

traffic.  I am getting to the point that if the traffic gets bad 
enough people will get out of their cars

Not clear what the point is of the pages with the 
pie charts.  And why “Information provided for 
Greenlake”??!?  The data is interesting, but it’s not at 
all clear how it relates to the plan, or the status of the 
neighborhood with respect to the plan...

Cleaning up the streets. Discouraging irresponsible 
citizen stewardship.

gentrification

An entitlement philosophy; i.e., expecting City 
government to provide new facilities and services at no 
cost.   Again, it’s embarrassing to me to hear some of my 
neighbors and their want-want-want attitude when there 
are budget cuts happening in social services.

Forcing more density

Forcing commercial development

bikes, and the businesses on 45th. Honestly they should 
have moved the business district to 46th or tangeltown 
and been nicer to our neighbors in ballard by opening 
up traffic not slowing it down on both 45th and now 
Stoneway.. It can take 4 cycles of the light to get through 
40th and stoneway and 15 minutes on 45th..

Affordable housing

While neighborhood solidarity is an admirable trait, it’s 
not something that is a measurable activity.  I’d like to 
see more emphasis on enacting measurable change that 
can have an impact on the neighborhood, like crime 
reduction.

Building condos.

Jobs.  No information was presented on Wallingford jobs 
(2002).  This does not help meaningful comparison - it is 
very difficult to correlate neighborhood plan metrics to 
jobs.

Condos

more development of high rise buildings

Conversion of arterials to local streets.  There need to be 
some car thoroughfares otherwise that traffic just moves 
to streets not designed to take the additional cars.

bikes in major streets. GET THEM OFF 45TH

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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It is ironic that all “Long-Term” Strategic Vision Plans like these 
definitely have a short shelf life. We wrote a good neighborhood plan 10 
years ago but forgot to mention the word sustainability.  
One thing I’m not seeing in any of these new plan updates is the reality 
of a local, low energy, low resource future. It is pretty clear the City 
won’t have the resources to put in much neighborhood stimulus money 
in the future. Let’s make plans that reflect that reality.

There is no actionable substance in the draft plan. Is this by design?

plans for south wallingford

The census statistics are based on census tracts that are not all of 
Wallingford. Yes the tract boundaries don’t match the neighborhood 
boundaries but the published data are so skewed that the data are 
useless. The rest of the data are not particularly useful either.

There are no benchmarks or historical data to compare the stats that 
you do have...

i knew that my neighbor somehow was lost “in the middle” between 
Wallingford and Green Lake but reading the two plans makes it 
abundantly clear that NO ONE cares about the area north of 50th and 
south of 60th.  PLEASE, care about my neighborhood!  And, PLEASE, 
care about my neighborhood park - Woodland Park.

Connecting to light rail in U. Dist or Northgate.

i’m not really sure how the census statistics support or otherwise relate 
to the goals stated in the plan.  it seems like the status report should 
include the targets for those statistics (I don’t recall if that was part of 
the neighborhood plan...it’s been a while since I’ve read it).

Doesn’t address crime, which is funny because part of the vision 
involves people feeling safe

See above

Crime.  Safety.

I found it to be concise and informative.

Addressing traffic congestion and parking

Again, I think waterfront access is a priority because it something 
so unique to Wallingford and Seattle and could be such an asset for 
our community. I have heard about a project called the Northlake 
Community Wharf and I love the idea of a site at the water’s edge 
where the community can gather, drink coffee, rent a boat, see a 
historic ship, become familiar with ship maintenance and our maritime 
history and a place where the community can be creative about what 
we want to see there! I think it sounds great!

It might address what is going to be done 
with some underused publicly owned land 
like the corner of Interlake and N. 35th St.

No details are given regarding the South 
Wallingford Amendment. It was part of 
the plan to protect the neighborhood from 
the expansion of the NRDS and changing 
of Zoning to IC45, yet it is being currently 
completely ignored.

The draft status report was so sketchy in 
terms of what had been proposed in the 
Neighborhood Plan and so heavy on pie 
charts that it was hard for me as someone 
who came after the Plan was developed to 
get a sense of the entire plan. As someone 
who helped in a minor capacity on the very 
significant Wallingford Park remodel it is 
hard for me to see how that relates to the 
Neighborhood Plan key strategies and yet 
it had a big impact on the community.

Not sure

I don’t see alot of discussion about 
transportation.

The census data doesn’t track with the 
City’s other reports on Wallingford.  Here’s 
a link to one that covers a subset of the plan 
area and reports a population of over 14K.  
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cms/groups/
pan/@pan/documents/web_informational/
dpds_007827.pdf

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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crime statistics

The report focuses on “hard” projects, e.g. Wallingford 
Steps.  It omits the way the Neighborhood Plan has 
directed development to create an environment 
that encourages walking and spending time within 
the neighborhood.  This is what has really made 
the neighborhood a more livable place and is true 
accomplishment of the plan.

don’t know

Just crime stats.

The status reports made no mention of views and land 
use along the lake.

While I noticed the plan provides verbiage for safety 
issues, I’m unclear what has been done to address them.

crosswalks/pedestrian issues. This is one of the most 
walkable neighborhoods in the city, yet it is still difficult 
to cross 45th except where there are stoplights or 
crosswalks. This should be addressed.

Are all the data current? It looked like it said the median 
house price was in the high 200Ks and I would have 
guessed it to be more like 400K from what I have seen as I 
started looking to buy a house in the neighborhood.

mention of need to plant trees in yards, parking strips and 
public areas

Employment Growth targets, Housing and Employment 
information provided for... Wallingford, Most of the 
information is old and needs to be updated, Crime Data, 
...

Strategies are a little thin... isn’t there more that can be 
done?

The status reports are too generic. They do not 
adequately contain the goals and policies of the 
Neighborhood Plan or most recent South Wallingford 
Amendment

While the report talks about building community, the 
projects don’t include a community center?

substance about status (not just a list of what’s been 
done, though that’s useful info).

Too many ot list.

I’d like to see these plans have more sensitivity to 
three things:  (1) recognition that Wallingford is only 
one neighborhood.  We are part of Seattle, we have a 
responsibility to the impacts of our (often excessive) 
“wish list” on citywide planning.  Sure, we want good 
things for our own neighborhood, but I don’t want that 
to come at the expense of short-changing someone else.  
(2) More neighborhood planning based on willingness-to-
pay.  If Wallingford residents want a community center 
or--my own fantasy, a maritime heritage museum--I’d 
like that discussion to begin with an exploration of 
whether they’re willing to pay the full cost via increased 
taxes to build and operate it.  (3) Increased participation 
by residents to make the plan work.  For example, 
there’s talk in the plan about people feeling comfortable 
walking...and yet some residents insist on planting their 
gardens well beyond their yards or the planting strips.  As 
a result, my friend who is in a wheelchair can’t even use 
some of the sidewalks:  this speaks volumes about the 
insensitivity (and selfishness) of some of the people who 
live here.  So as the planning continues, I hope we can all 
do a better job of celebrating that Wallingford is about 
ALL of us, and that we’re part of an entire city with big 
needs and a big budget problem.

mostly in the frequency with which the plan is updated. 
Much has changed since 2004  (housing prices, 
population, owner/renter ratio) and the plan would do 
well to have those changed reflected in it.

The emphasis is on 45th and 35th...there is much of the 
neighborhood in between.

Adequate parking for commercial development.

Reality is---the status report gives us little to no 
meaningful information as a resident.

Manage transient population beter.

I see no mention in these reports of any crime statistics, 
and I don’t think a neighborhood plan is complete 
without an honest assessment of area safety.  I’d also 
appreciate more commentary on all of the statistics as to 
what are considered desireable/sustainable levels.

it does not address housing density

Using 10-year-old census data dates the report 
significantly.
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We don’t seem to be planning with the needs of the 
adjacent neighborhoods in mind, There is little thought 
given to the singles in the area (40% of the population), 
there is little attempt to bring in new service oriented 
employers (the buildign on 45th and stoneway has sat 
empty for years) there is little arts or theater locally 
(movies dont’ count). The plan should start from the 
position that we no longer have families here and not 
try to be something we are not. Unfortunately 3 or 4 
very vocal people in the neighborhood are defining what 
the rest of us want to live like. There is a huge demand 
for example for gardening space, a real need for public 
spaces that appeal to adults, strong demand for more 
zoning for small restraurants and a huge disconnect 
between traffic and business goals. just move things a 
block here or there and we can have both.

how about that transfer station?

Demographics for Green Lake (census tract) are not 
readily applicable to Wallingford or south Wallingford.

Tree canopy cover (categorized as public tracts, rights of 
way, and private properties)

Sustainability issues.  How well are we positioned 
to reduce our use of fossil fuels, deal with future big 
economic turbulence and the increase in crime that it 
could bring, heat our water and buildings, produce food 
and support local agriculture.

Zoning, for business, multi-family, sing family homes.

Trees and vegitation in parks and lining the streets be 
native to the north west.

transportation and community-centeredness (community 
center?)

No public transit.

there isnt’ any plan to bring families back in the city



Status Check
Transcript of West Seattle Junction Questionnaire Responses

The West Seattle Junction Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 
2000 and includes the West Seattle Junction Hub Urban Village. 
The map shows the neighborhood plan and urban village 
boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

200

0

150

50

100

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

383 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/wsj/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

more townhouses

Homes have been demolished and replaced by expensive, 
crowded condo units without adequate sized garages 
creating more cars parked on the steet.  Our neighbors 
have gotten younger including many families with young 
children.  We really enjoy being close to the vibrant 
Junction business district for restaurants, shopping and 
the farmer’s market.  Recent and ongoing construction 
of huge mixed-use developments will also effect parking 
but most of these projects have not been completed.  
We will see what the impact is in a few months.  The 
replacement of low-rise commercial buildings with high-
rise residential/commercial developments will change 
the character of the area - one of the attractions of West 
Seattle is the small-town atmosphere just a few minutes 
away from downtown.

Development and cooresponding traffic.  Better retail.

Many houses along California Ave have been torn down 
and replaced with townhomes or apartments/condos.  
The Farmer’s Market has become increasingly popular 
each year.  Community-building events such as Movies 
on the Wall, the Junction holiday tree lighting event, 
etc have become more prevalent and better attended 
each year.   Ercolini park was built near the Junction and 
another park is being built near California and Dakota.  
Huling Brothers closing down left a huge swath of vacant 
space that is quite an eyesore - especially when joined 
by the Whole Foods hole-in-the-ground site across the 
street.

Yes. The neighborhood has improved from the standpoint 
of having more businesses and restaurants, more 
pedestrian-friendly crosswalks, and feels more lively and 
fun.

High rise buildings with condo development is crushing 
the “small town” feel.

Mega buildings are destroying the character of The 
Junction.

Improved, development has been noted and nice. Maybe 
more apartments than I would like, but otherwise it’s 
been positive.

bigger and taller developement of condo buildings.  I am 
concerned we are going to loose the small stores and 
business in the heart of Alaska Junction on California.

There has been considerable development in the last 
three years since I’ve been here. Some of it has stalled, so 
it remains to be seen what good or ill those developments 
will bring. Small businesses in the Morgan Junction seem 
to be flourishing (I moved from there two months ago) 
- adding the park and a couple more restaurants/bars 
have brought serious crowds out. I watched the car lots 
on Fauntleroy empty - and now that they’ve sat empty, it 
brings a sad, neglected feeling to that area.

Too much development, increased traffic in/out of the 
area.

The only change I have seen is the increase in apartment 
and townhome style housing increase - otherwise I 
haven’t notice much improvement for parking, traffic or 
pedestrian safety.

Parking plans have not kept pace with new multi-family 
construction.  My neighbors and I can’t even park in front 
of our own homes due to the many condos, townhouses 
and apartments that are nearby.  We are also very close 
to the bus stops, so commuters park on our street during 
the day; the dreaded park and hide.

It seems like the junction struggles with the business mix.  
The Whole Foods “Hole” is a big problem.

Lot’s of first time home buyers.  30 somethings starting 
familys.  Has always been a “family neighborhood”.  Lots 
of development with business, housing, and urban areas, 
but keeps the charm that has always been West Seattle.

Can’t say - have only lived here for 9 months but we love 
it.  It’s very friendly and safe.

More vibrant shopping core along California Avenue, 
spilling out into the surrounding area. Buildings in better 
condition.

More apts, condos, less parking spaces due to 
construction workers/apt condo occupants.  More 
restaurants, businesses.  And of course, a seemingly 
endless supply of bank robberies.

More large developments, townhomes. More upscale 
restaurants.

i’ve been here a year, so havent seen many changes

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Traffic congestion has gone up and down but businesses 
have improved. The problem seems to be in keeping 
businesses around for any duration of time as well as 
traffic construction projects at a minimum. There have 
also been numerous attempts at making the main strip 
of California Avenue S.W. between S.W. Oregon st. and 
S.W. Erskine metered parking.   The best improvement 
and community enhancement has been the West Seattle 
Farmers market. What a great way to bring community 
together and have fresh, organic, whole foods easily 
available to people who would otherwise not purchase 
them or make a drive to other communities to purchase 
them.

Traffic congestion seems to have increased & also has 
gotten worse with regard to aggressive driving. It’s scarier 
to be on the roads these days, especially as a pedestrian. 
Jefferson Square makes me feel claustrophobic during 
certain hours of the day.    There has been lots of change 
as far as the buildings in the neighborhood. Seems like 
there are many more taller buildings & also many new 
townhomes, condos, & apartments.  Also, many of the 
older businesses have closed or have been torn down 
(Huling & all the new construction along SW Alaska); 
when I do go walking in the neighborhood, it seems like a 
lot of things are in chaos & transition.

Certainly not for the better.  The Junction simply looks 
dirty and run down.  I am seeing many more homeless 
people.  A few years ago a woman stopped me in the 
parking lot behind the Husky Deli and asked me for some 
change.  That was unusual a few years ago but probably 
commonplace today in the Junction.  In fact, I no longer 
feel safe in the area. The walkway from that parking lot to 
California Avenue is just disgusting.  The new architecture 
along California (with a few exceptions) looks dismal and 
cheap.  Just what we need..another multi-story wooden/
corrugated metal box.  Who are these architects? Where 
did they get their degrees?  Probably not from Yale!  
Driving around West Seattle these days is frustrating. 
When I moved here from the East Coast, I had hopes 
that West Seattle would transition for the better.  That 
transition never really materialized.

Traffic has slowed down, pedestrian and bicycle traffic 
has increased. The Junction is “happening” thanks to 
businesses like Easy Street, Elliott Bay Brewing, West 5, 
etc.    I would like to see the pedestrian/bicycle friendly 
feel extend beyond the Juntion corridor on California. It 
would be great to slow traffic down on Alaska, 35th, and 
Fauntleroy so these areas would feel more accessible by 
foot and bike.

Several new restraunts businesses replacing others. 
Seemingly an up-swing in average income. A new 
neighborhood park

Businesses have come & gone but some long standing 
have remained which is nice to see.  Most of the people in 
my complex have lived there a long time.

Crime seems to have increased, though the 
neighborhood’s stores haven’t closed as I might have 
expected them to with the recession.

Terrible loss of single family dwellings, reducing the 
charm and character of the entire neighborhood.  Large, 
Bellevue-like boxes have replaced them.  Apparently they 
are “in demand” townhomes, condos and apartments.  I 
think they won’t last 15-20 years, unlike the remaining 
homes from 1900-1950 period. I own one of the older 
craftsman-style homes.  A realtor told me recently that if I 
ever sell, this nearly 100 year old home will be bull-dozed 
for a McMansion or another townhome box because I’m 
on a large corner lot.  This overdevelopment MUST stop!

Increase in stores and restaurants and mixed use 
buildings. Parks created. Roads improved. Bicycle lanes 
added. Water Taxi developed!

For the most part, it has improved, more and better 
businesses and restaurants, etc., though I am not too 
fond of some of the larger construction projects.

More businesses have moved into the Junction - and 
businesses that more of the population would use (not 
speciality stores). THere is a nightlife now that never 
existed before - a Friday and Saturday night in the 
Junction seems more like Capitol Hill, and even on mid-
week days, there are cars circling, looking for parking. 
The farmer’s market brings in a lot of people on Sundays, 
and businesses are all open on Sundays - when I first 
moved here, Sundays were a graveyard.

Residential density is up - increased condos and 
townhomes in the Junction, and I feel this is good 
as additional residents will support our West Seattle 
businesses.  We also have several new parks.    We have 
lost some core businesses and have empty commercial 
spaces and stalled construction along Fauntleroy that are 
a concern.

Not much. More housing units, that’s about it.
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It has been over run by irresponsible developers. I live 
on the HOLE foods block. This disaster has made my 
property unsellable. There are too many robberies and 
too much vandalism. Virtually all of my neighbors have 
had at least one car stolen. This is just wrong.

I have watched several excellent parks go in and 
experienced wonderful community events that seem to 
keep the neighborhood vital.

increase in  businesses and visitors to the Junction. More 
lively core.  increase in litter

The monorail was in the planning stages when we moved 
here.

Development has really accelerated

It has become more vibrant.  Seems to be less of a place 
that people just pass through, but rather is attracting 
people from all over the city.

Cleaner, more fun.

Negatives: Increased population, traffic and parking 
density; obtrusive and prolonged building construction; 
idle commercial space in the form of the former Huling 
Brothers “campus”.       Positives: Improved amenities and 
general appearance along the California ave. commercial 
district; vibrant Farmers Market; improved shelters at 
Calif./Alaska Metro hub; increased park space.

It has changed for the better in regards to businesses and 
restaurants but it has changed for the worse with the 
increased number of high rise buildings which cast a lot 
of shadows making it a less pleasant place to visit and 
parking is really super bad.

Density has increased.  Very poorly designed 
condominium complexes are replacing older homes 
and apartment buildings.  They have no common 
area (outdoor recreation area) for residents.  Garages 
are positioned so close together that it is difficult to 
maneuver a car into them.  Condos don’t have to be ugly.  
I’ve lived in some lovely complexes with green space for 
pets and kids to play, volleyball courts, etc.  The need for 
public transportation has increased, yet the frequency 
and reliability of transportation has not.  Crime has 
increased noticeably since I moved here in 2003.

Much more high density house.  A huge hole where Hole 
Foods was supposed to go.

Many more condos and much more traffic.  West Seattle 
is no longer the sleepy town it was in the early 90s.  
Centralization is quite evident.  Good for businesses.  
But seems neighborhood is more hard core in terms 
of scary people at night around certain areas.  But I 
think the growing population has made businesses 
such as restaurants more sustainable.  Fortunately our 
residential area hasnt changed much since its zoning 
is still the same, the growth corridors change.  Some 
of the buildings look like give aways to builders.  More 
care should be given design on a human scale, right 
now thinking of how the QFC building feels so massive.  
Where as the building just west of Jefferson Square has 
more design on a human scale at the pedestrian level, 
very important.  Jefferson Square itself is an architectural 
monstrosity.  Its worth getting better design from the 
beginning.  And what is up with Hole Foods?

Yes.  I think the parks are quite nice.  Longfellow Creek 
Reserve is a great place to visit.  Also, the market is 
getting better all the time.  I would like to see more trees 
in the parking strips.

The neighborhood seems to be drawing more young 
families.  I feel it has become a great place to live and 
raise children.

not significantly.

The neighborhood has densified and overall has become 
nicer. There are more options for food, shopping and 
entertainment than before, although the economy 
may be thinning the gains a bit - that is to be expected. 
However, with all the gains in population, business, 
traffic, and activity, there seem to be less cops around. 
Also, petty burglaries and vandalism, which is the only 
kind of crime that affects most people, seem to have 
skyrocketed. That is not because of the economy; it is 
because of the lack of consequence.

More crime

More young single people, better restaurants, more 
parks, major construction/development projects... mural, 
hole foods,  capco plaza.

haven’t lived here long enough to comment

More traffic, more developments off the main street.

I believe that it has developed well and continues to do 
so.
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My neighborhood has changed from a sleepy rundown 
area to a vital urban village with unique shops, quality 
restaurants, and entertainment venues.    I participated 
in the neighborhood planning process and neighborhood 
plan implementation.  Many of the changes that have 
taken place in the West Seattle Junction reflect the 
vision and goals of the neighborhood plan.  Several large 
housing/mixed-use developments are completed which 
provide opportunities for people to live and work close 
to transit and services.  Streetscape improvements along 
California Avenue SW provided a community face lift and 
has resulted in the attraction of new businesses to the 
community.    Some of the newer building designs do not 
reflect the intended community character identified in 
the West Seattle Junction design guidelines, particularly 
as it relates to the use of quality, sustainable building 
materials and building facades.  This is despite the fact 
that many of the projects have undergone design review.

Larger/taller multi-family residential have gone in but 
little in the way of progress on how transit is going to be 
integrated into the current urban fabric. For instance, 
how will the historical buildings be preserved while still 
providing for development opportunities in association 
with transit improvements? How is this area going to 
meet the grow needs in density that the entire city/region 
is being faced with? There are some big issues that need 
to be addressed now that our city has embraced the 
concept of mass transit!

The type and quality of businesses in this area continue 
to improve. Parking is getting increasingly difficult. The 
character of development is improving, but the entrance 
to the area is ragged, with a high degree of vacancies, old 
buildings, and very limited neighborhood appeal.    The 
core of the WS Junction is much more appealing, but 
beyond it the improvements seem limited - if not actually 
a regression in the appearance quality.

A much younger demographic has moved in due to the 
amount of townhomes and condos added.

Since I have lived here, the uber-business Huling Bros 
left after selling to Gee--leaving a blighted row of empty 
vandalized buildings. A huge excavation site is another 
sign of these hard times.  In my neighborhood, quiet is 
not so bad but tax revenue lost still echoes in the hills 
here.

More traffic. Farmer’s market is a great addition.  More 
kids which is a great addition.

The area has cleaned up a lot, and the old run-down 
looking businesses and homes are slowly being flushed 
out. There is a lot of commercial and residential 
construction plans, but completing these buildings seems 
to be taking longer than usual. The neighborhoods do not 
seem to be any safer than they used to be, and there is 
still quite a bit of crime.

A large amount of development with mixed results. The 
growth/maturity of the area is great and there are high-
quality businesses in greater numbers. Negative changes 
include rampant townhome growth, unchecked rental 
unit growth, increased traffic.

It is getting more tall buildings and has nice flower pots 
and decorations year round

There are a LOT more apartments in the Junction. We 
have more parks, and the businesses in the Junction have 
changed--a little more upscale, and ones I’m more likely 
to (and do) patronize almost daily. Overall, the Junction 
is a lot more livable in the sense that I can pretty much 
accomplish everything I need to go about my life in that 
small area. I only go to Admiral Junction for the library 
and PCC, and occasionally the wading pool at Hiyawatha.

My husband and I have lived in the West Seattle Junction 
neighborhood for 2 years, and have seen a lot of changes 
in this short amount of time! The Junction has added 
two major building projects, and we’ve seen a lot of 
townhome projects come to completion. We’ve noticed 
more restaurants and small businesses, as well.

major development has occurred in the neighborhood 
core, there are better businesses and more nightlife to 
be found.  Parking has become an issue, especially with 
the construction workers using neighborhoods to park in 
during the day.  The gateway area has recently become a 
sea of empty lots with the closure of the car lots and the 
failure of the “hole” food development.

There has been an enormous amount of constructing of 
apartment buildings and condominiums, but no parking 
facilities.  Very concerned about future congestion once 
these buildings fill up with tenants.  Instead of more 
condos and apartments, how about a hotel option for 
out-of-town guests?

more pedestrian friendly, more attractive
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A noticeable increase in congestion, especially on 
Saturdays.  Parking has become much tighter. More 
traffic on my street, which is a residential arterial.

Yes - there has been growth in housing and a mix of new 
businesses, including a greater number and variety of 
restaurants

don’t know.

more multi unit dwellings, more ferry traffic

traffic / parking has deteriorated to a terrible degree. We 
had such a wonderful opportunity for monorail public 
transit to be installed and lost it in ‘05. What a shame.

plans for new development; lots of it fantastic, some not; 
saddest is hole in ground with project on hold

Great farmer’s market, great redevelopment of the 
junction area. Loss of businesseses & jobs in the Huling 
auto row. Much new density along Avalon.

It has changed dramatically! There are many new 
businesses, particularly restaurants, that are frequented 
by much younger crowds than in the past. A lot of new 
apartments/condominiums have been recently built, 
under construction, or in the planning stages. The 
business district is so much more lively, exciting, and 
diverse than 10 years ago. It is great to see so many more 
people living, working, shopping, and going out in the 
niehgborhood.

The construction in the West Seattle junction is rampant, 
changing the nature of the neighborhood in a negative 
way. Developers keep putting up condos without 
providing parking.  The Junction is way too developer 
friendly.

Yes, There are many new town homes and condos and no 
new way to get the people in and out of WS

I have not even lived here 5 years yet so I’m not entirely 
sure.

More high density housing has been constructed. There is 
a larger population of elderly individuals still living in their 
homes than when we moved into the area in 1997.

Slow growth with recent new developments that are 
adding more density which is improving the character 
and buinsesses of the area

Too crowded and more traffic. Crime seems to have gone 
up as well.

There has been a huge increase in traffic congestion 
entering and exiting the junction neighborhoods. There 
has been a rise in crime. I currently do not feel safe 
walking to and from my home alone after dark. I did not 
feel this way when I moved into my home 5 years ago. 
With more traffic there is less pedestrian awareness 
including marked cross walks. With so many unoccupied 
buildings due to the exit of Huling Brothers this attracts 
more criminal element where I have witnessed drug 
dealing.

quite a bit...there has been massive new housing 
development, as well as more upscale retail/commercial 
installed.

Yes.  Much more dense.

more traffic

Have only been here about 1 1/2 years and haven’t seen 
significant impact

I started working in West Seattle full time.  I had visited 
fairly frequently beforehand, and was so impressed with 
West Seattle after getting better aquainted with it that I 
moved here a few years ago.  Within a few years, I have 
seen major renovations that have dramatically improved 
the quality of life.  I work with small children, and have 
seen radical improvements in existing parks, as well as 
having seen new parks, such as Ercolini Park, develop 
and form into amazing centers of family fun.  In addition, 
I have been delighted by the transformations that have 
occurred with the streets and accessibility.  California 
Ave SW has new bike lanes, and there is an ongoing 
refurbishing of Fauntleroy Way SW.  Every few months I 
notice something new, or something else that has been 
improved upon.  This, coupled with the overflowing 
neighborly attitudes of the community reinforce that I 
chose a perfect neighborhood.

On the positive side, it has been revived by new 
businesses and is a hub for community activities such 
as the west seattle street fair, farmer’s market etc.  The 
downside is that it has become much more crowded.  
There is inadequate parking.  The traffic is such that older 
folks who comprised a big part of the neighborhood feel 
apprehensive about getting out.
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I moved to West Seattle because I like the “mom and 
pop” quality of the Junction and the free parking helps 
contribute to the smal town feel. I am happy to say that 
not much has changed despite the poor economy.  We 
love the independent stores and the Farmers Market. 
Adding parks like Ercolini a huge plus. Would like more 
parks, retain open space, more thoughtful design when 
we have to grow. Less cheap looking condos blocking 
views like the QFC/Office Depot and the new building 
behind the Petco!

Fauntleroy is being repaved.

I’ve only been here a year, but the neighborhood has 
changed in the Junction where I live.  lots of new multi 
story apartments, condos, and stalled developments...

A lot of mixed use building going up (condos/apartments 
on top, business below)

Parking is getting to be a problem at the junction. Free 
parking seems to encourage abuse.

More parks.  Changes to businesses (restaurants/shops 
closed).  A lot of new residential condos and apartments.  
Big whole in the ground.  Closing of Huling Brothers.  
Lot’s of empty real estate where the dealership used to 
be.

More commercial and new homes have popped up in 
the neighborhood.  Parks have been remodeled and 
improved.  Older buildings have been replaced by 
newer ones. Overall, a general improvement to the 
neighborhood has been seen.  However, several projects 
have stalled out in recent months, most notable is the 
Whole Foods project at the 39th, Alaska and Fauntleroy 
junction.

Lots of small homes have been torn down with multiple 
dwellings (townhomes) put up - that has brought more 
new restaurants and a new vibrancy to the Alaska 
Junction - more upscale - but parking is starting to be 
a problem (how can you build retail space and multiple 
units without allowing enough parking for two cars per 
condo/apt plus parking for retail??

Huge buildings, more traffic, worse street conditions, less 
parking.

more buildings, more retail, cleaner and thriving more

The population has increased dramatically.  The morning 
and evening traffic on the West Seattle bridge is usually 
clogged.  Bus service to downtown (#54 & #55) is usually 
standing-room-only at most times.  All of the 6 story 
highrise buildings are unifomly ugly cubes without 
character.   Why can’t architects & investors look to WSHS 
or The Hall of Fauntleroy for inspiration?   Where are the 
Gerrys and Gaudys? sp?  The people in “The Junction” are 
very friendly.

Businesses are more vibrant and neighborhood is more 
diverse

Greater density, but also refreshing mix of new 
businesses coming in alongside long-established. 
Increasing community pride. Growing destination for fun, 
dining, shopping, farmers market.

Very safe to walk around even late at night.  More 
pedestrians.

High Point neighborhood is thriving.

Many more mixed used & taller buildings going up

Too crowded, transportation stinks, crime increased, road 
capacity DECREASED....

More density, more remodels (bigger houses), more cars 
parking on the streets.

new businesses, parks and some road improvements

A lot of growth in multi-family dwellings.

I haven’t been here that long but from what I can tell 
the neighborhood has improved and the retail is getting 
better. There seems to be a wee baby boom. We were 
poised to get some new development but then the 
market tanked and now its all on hold.     For what it’s 
worth, I think DPD should “develop the shit out of the 
neighborhood” with the goal of supporting a future 
Sound Transit extension. Hopefully the Triangle area will 
turn into the next Ballard. Also, there is too much single 
family zoning. The vast swath of SF zoned land should be 
allowed to house duplex and mother-in-law apartments.    
FUCK THE NIMBYS!!! BRING IT ON!

a lot of businesses moving in and out

more drug dealers, car break-ins, more trash on Avalon
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Growth in population, especially young families.  property 
values have increased and household income seems to 
have increase as well.  new businesses with innovative 
ownesr who are invested in the community have made a 
positive differance.  increased traffic.

When they put the plan in place in 2001, they made a 
big deal in the transportation part of the plan about the 
monorail. It’s obviously not part of the current plan. The 
traffic has gotten worse. The parks have gotten better.

More multi-use buildings; more townhouses

Increases in dense housing along California

In the last five years or so, we saw the beginnings of 
positive growth - mixed use developments, businesses 
and restaurants.  This type of growth will lead to a more 
dense population and a more vibrant community.  With 
the downturn of the economy, however, a number of the 
projects have stalled.

More positive activity in the Junction.  While the 
development is dense and a little bit frustrating it is more 
lively.   Like the community aspect

Ercolini Park has opened. Dakota Place Park construction 
has completed. Various business have changed hands. 
Things seem to be more walkable and livable in and 
around the Junction.

Recently moved here...have seen planning for a new park/
green area.

When we bought our house in the Junction area 5 years 
ago, there were very few families on our block (or 
surrounding block). Since then, we had a baby, as have 
several neighbors, and families tend to move in when 
others move out.

Overcrowded - too much traffic.

Much more infill development, especially along the 
Fauntleroy & California corridors. Many new businesses in 
the Junction. Lately new big development projects - and 
one huge hole.

More density happening at Junction--more construction. 
Ercolini Park opened which is FABULOUS.

More people, more urban issues (petty crime etc.), better 
public places (improved libraries, parks), traffic concerns

There are more resturants, Farmers market and more 
people out and about in the evenings.

More multi-family housing; some commercial 
development

Higher residential density. More crowded commuter 
parking around Junction bus stops. More crime, 
(residential and auto break-in’s). More “tagging”. A higher 
police presence (Good). More overall traffic (congestion). 
Farmer’s Market (Good). I sense that the overall feeling of 
“community” is promoted by the local business owners 
and customers. For me, a retired person, The Alaska/
California Junction Neighborhood is a great place to live.

A lot more townhomes and large apartment complexes 
are being built.  Traffic is worse.  Generally, I feel less safe 
living here because of increased crime.

There has been more growth for businesses and condo/
apt. buildings in the junction.  There has also been an 
increased awareness of what is going on in the area by 
the local citizens who live here.

Populations density has increased significantly, ie traffic, 
noise.  More great new little parks.  Lots more upscale 
houses.

Much needed paving on California Ave SW was 
completed.  The Junction is now more attractive to 
restaurants and businesses.  The Fauntleroy “gateway” 
is a DISASTER!  The Huling properties are abandoned, 
the Whole Foods project should never have been started 
without proper financing, and now existing buildings 
(Montessori school) are being torn down to build more 
new retail/condo space?!  Top priority should be placed on 
developing/leasing the existing available space.

Much increase in density.

The Junction is much busier than it used to be--harder to 
park, but businesses seem to be doing well. Condos seem 
to be cropping up all up & down California Ave SW, and 
rents are up. It’s getting harder to afford places here. The 
Fauntleroy access area to the Junction seems more run-
down and businesses are empty, projects stalled. There is 
also great concern about the Viaduct coming down, and 
some (myself included) are considering leaving the area-
-I’ve had to travel out of WS when the Viaduct has been 
closed before, and it’s not manageable.
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Demographics have changed...younger families moving 
in. Businesses are reflecting this change.

Too much development, losing it’s small town feel with all 
the high rises.

Unpleasant growth with emphasis on excessively 
tall buildings that cut off views and sunlight and 
encroachment of big box stores.  Too many bars and 
restaurants displacing other small stores.  The only 
slowdown or control of excessive growth is the collapse 
of the economy.

A lot of commercial development of stores, condos, 
apartments and remodeled homes. Most of it is good, 
but more density means more people, more difficulty 
parking. Good bus coverage to get around W. Seattle 
and to downtown.    Also some homes being town down 
and replaced by new homes or businesses. This seems 
wasteful to me - can’t the homes be moved to a vacant 
lot and re-used?

It’s become more lively -- more public art, community 
involvement.  But also more crime.  New buildings are 
coming up with more people and pedestrians.  This seems 
like a great chance to improve pedestrian resources and 
community street culture.

A lot more traffic.

The development of the high point neighborhood 
to the south has significantly changed the southern 
edge of the nieghborhood by increasing the density 
of the area.  Unfortunately, there has not been a 
corresponding change in the commercial/retail structure 
to accommodate the increased population, which means 
that everyone needs to drive elsewhere (especially to the 
Junction) to shop and do business.  The junction has also 
seen significant growth in rental space in the last two 
years.

The Junction’s business area has really improved. Several 
years ago it was on a downhill slide - businesses were 
closing, and new businesses would move in and close 
within a year. This left several storefronts empty - most 
notably the old bank on the corner that is now Super 
Supplements. I’m glad they’re working on creating more 
greenspace near the Junction - this makes it nicer to walk 
around from store to store.

Crime is up.  Condos are replacing single family housing.

don’t know

Two new mixed use condo/retail developments.  
Fauntelroy corridor to Junction is a vacant -- eyesore.

More large scale apartment buildings have been built. 
Not really interested in seeing the WS Junction turn 
into the next Ballard Market St with all of the hi-rise 
apartment buildings crowding out the light on the street. 
If you can’t fill them, don’t build them.

Yes, lots of new low budgit apartment/condos coming in.

Traffic is more dense. The Junction’s physical appearance 
has improved. Many multi-unit complexes have been 
built. The Gateway area is empty.

Many more condos, townhomes and apartments.

Yes, the neighboorhood has changed.  It seem to be 
becoming “Ballard-ized”-- lots of townhouses and 
condos, cramming people into every last bit of space, just 
to squeeze out a bit more tax money.  No thank you!

So many people living here but the streets and parking 
can’t handle to load.

more commercial development.  significantly more condo 
development in the alaska/california junction

Higher density and property values have negatively 
affected the character of the neighborhood that I 
appreciated when I moved in.  It doesn’t feel like the 
exchange of higher density for more amenities and open 
space really happened in West Seattle.  The areas of 
additional green space and parks are not central, and are 
small.  In the meantime, large projects have been built, 
bringing more people into an area that will essentially be 
bound by gridlock when the viaduct work begins.

In the past 10 years I think the neighborhood has become 
home to more young families.  Density has increased 
with multi use housing, but the demise of the monorail 
seemed to have the biggest effect with developers 
grabbing land that was planned for the monorail. Some 
of this land is undeveloped and what has been built 
recently looks the same and doesn’t fit with the existing 
architecture.

The development of Eroclini Park
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Several high rise residential with retail base structures 
have arisen.  Some developments (Whole Foods) have 
been abandoned, some older businesses have vanished.  
Junction is losing its “soul.”  Crime has increased 
dramatically.

more infill construction. more retail, more restaurants, 
increased foot traffic at farmers market. better sense of 
community

Lots of condos, more traffic, better restaurants

More condo development with shops below

Quite a few new businesses such as bars and restaurants 
displacing hair care, nail polish and dry cleaners, new 
pavement on major arterials, local Group Health hospital 
closed, lots of infill development on double-lots and some 
tear-down and replacements, earthquake fault studies 
performed and published.  Monorail was approved 3 
times, right of way negotiated/acquired, then rejected 
and right-of-way sold off.

More shops and restaurants in the junction and an 
increase in foot and car traffic

Lots of home renovations. Junction businesses have 
improved -- better shops/restaurants.  Crime has 
increased with the addition of Talarico and the clientele 
at RockSport.  Restaurant at corner of Edmunds and 
California struggles (currently Ama Ama).  Need more 
family restaurants in Junction.  The current restaurants 
are great, but are not really appropriate for children.  
Need more restaurants/cafes where moms and their kids 
can feel comfortable.  7/11 on Edmunds is scary.  Would 
love to see it go. Need more parking!!!!!  Would love 
outdoor seating for restaurants on California.

updated, gave the town a face lift

More sophisticated retail and restaurants have come into 
the community (which I like and appreciate.)      There 
is more traffic and less parking (which I don’t like or 
appreciate.)      Taller buildings with little eye appeal and 
what appears as no concern for the character of the 
area, have been built (which greatly saddens me.)    Paid 
parking has come in (which loses the small town feel and 
friendliness.)

More restaurants at the junction, the farmer’s market 
opened, Ercolini park opened, more townhouses and 
other multiple occupancy buildings have been built.

Density up, population up, neighborhood awareness 
up, transportation needs way up, housing prices have 
doubled in ten years.  Bus service is declining, crime is sky 
rocketing, social service needs are on the rise, parking is 
spreading into residential streets, utility poles are in need 
of replacement, street lights not maintained.

Increase in the number of multi-use buildings in the area 
(ie. retail/residence buildings)  Reduction in the number of 
businesses located at the Fauntleroy/Alaska intersection  
Improvement to the Junction infrastructure (sidewalks, 
roads, parking)

More condos have been developed.

The character of the Junction has changed from “blue 
collar” to urban living.  California avenue at the Junction 
has more high quality restaurants - which means that we 
rarely leave West Seattle to go out to dinner.  The junction 
is a pleasant place to visit.  I do wish however that we 
were able to attract higher quality retail stores - seems 
like we have more “second hand” stores than first line 
retail stores.      Parking in the Junction continues to be 
a problem - particularly if we want to visit stores on the 
east side of the junction that can no longer rely on off-
street parking behind Petco.

THere are a lot of residential condo units being built and 
the traffic has increased immensly.

More parks and open space  More new buildings - much 
more vertical height in those buildings  More population  
More community gathering spots

Ill advised development creating unpleasant traffic 
density and lowering the general standard of living.

It looks better with the improvements to sidewalks 
etc, and seems to be more vibrant and interesting. 
Parking has become more difficult though. Alley behind 
businesses is looking messier.

Free parking on California Ave has become very difficult 
on the weekends.  Graffiti and vandalism are way up.  The 
city and police show no concern over this.  It gets me 
upset.  The failure of the Monorail leaves me with little 
confidence in the local government’s ability to actually 
provide effective mass transit.  More buses on the same 
roads, especially with the targeted increase in population 
density, is not a solution, it just furthers the problem.  I 
am alarmed at the city’s inability to handle snow.
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I’ve only lived here for 1.5 years, so it hasn’t changed 
much.

More vital business district, better restaurants, denser 
development along California Avenue, dead zone where 
Huling Bros. used to be, demographics are younger and 
perhaps a bit more diverse.

Much less dense development and commercial than I had 
expected, atleast slower.   I love how the Farmers Market 
is doing, that is one of my favorite parts of West Seattle.

Huling Bros. went out of business.  It was never a great 
neighborhood enhancer, since I don’t even own a car, but 
now it and other lots along Fauntleroy are vacant and 
that area is dismal.  Traffic tends to drive very fast along 
this stretch of Fauntleroy as well.  It feels like I live next to 
a freeway b/c there are no businesses (or even buildings, 
in some cases) and the traffic is very fast.  However, other 
areas closer to the junction have been or begun to be 
developed and that is very nice.  The QFC going in will 
be a great walk-to, better quality alternative to Safeway.  
The new Fresh Cafe is nice to see, and hopefully some 
day we’ll get our Whole Foods and get Hancock Fabrics 
back!  Now all we need is light rail from U district through 
downtown to the Junction!

Yes, too many condos/apartments.

More multi-level apts & condos.  More debris in roads. 
(Dirt, litter, leaves)  More restaurants

Made bike paths without consulting anyone. Very 
dangerous and incompatible with the neighborhood. 
This is not a biking community and the roads do not 
accommodate them. Let them take the side streets, 
not the only avenue going north and south. Get them 
off the main streets!  Lots of restaurants and bars but 
no place to buy a pair of underwear. Too many condos. 
Most restaurants don’t have adequate parking. At least 
Schmidts Park is still nice although I wish you could drive 
inside and park in the old parking lot. That made it much 
more accessable.

There has been more high density residential 
development.

density, younger residents and patrons, young families 
with more income (seems like), more restaurants and nail 
salons, highe buildings, less green space, more traffic and 
less parking, businesses going out of business (Huling), 
more vibrant, hip and fun

Besides the increase in construction noise, the main 
impact on my business (a child/adolescent psychology 
practice) has been increased parking restrictions near my 
business, which is on the corner of SW Oregon and 42nd 
Ave SW, across the street from Hope Lutheran School. 
Sharing parking with Hope Lutheran School has always 
been a challenge since the entire western side of the 
school and church has a school load/unload restriction 
between 8 am and 5 pm, Monday through Fridays even 
during the school day (not during pick up or drop off) AND 
EVEN DURING THE SUMMER WHEN SCHOOL IS OUT.     
The situation has gotten worse in the last year as the city 
expanded the restricted parking on the south side of the 
school/church building to also include spaces further east 
on the street.    My patients do not need a lot of parking. 
However, they are often young families with strollers, etc. 
It negatively impacts my business, which serves children 
and families in Seattle, for Hope Lutheran School and 
Church to have so much parking reserved expressly for 
them. There are many empty spaces in the reserved areas 
during the school days and during the school months that 
could be shared.    Thank you for your consideration.

Positive improvements on California in the business 
section with the plantings and benches. More businesses 
coming in. Ercoline park has been a great addition to 
my area and I look forward to seeing the Alaska Junction 
park(however little) completed. I see more families 
coming into the single family zoned area I am in with 
upgrades to the exisiting houses or new ones replacing.  
Traffic has gotten worse.  The large box style buildings on 
42nd are a wake up call.

More townhomes, larger retail stores (QFC, Whole 
Foods?), more apartment complexes.

More high-rises making the streets darker and less 
friendly.  Some improvement on road surfaces and 
sidewalks.  Any park development has been unnoticeable.

Great new retail and restaurants. More townhouses.

There are many new highrise buildings, more 
townhomes, the monorail project was suspended, a few 
more parks, a pea patch, more traffic and density, parking 
lots have converted to pay lots.

More parks, new developments coming in with new 
restaurants, some traffic improvements. Lots more 
condos/townhomes
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Much more apartment/condo construction, more large 
businesses under development

There has been a lot of development - none of it good.  
There has been a huge increase in traffic and poor 
planning decisions, the most offensive of which is the 
realignment of Fauntleroy Way.  There are the Mural 
apartments, which should be a Monorail station, the 
Whole Foods Hole, and more condo inventory than you 
can shake a stick at.  It’s nearly impossible to travel down 
41st Ave SW to Jefferson Square because of the traffic, 
and parking has become more sparse.  There also seems 
to be a lot more crime in the neighborhood thanks to 
these apartments and condos coming in.  What used to 
be a quick trip to the Jefferson Square Safeway is now an 
ordeal, and is often less time consuming to just drive up 
to the Admiral Safeway.  There have been a lot of great 
new businesses, but many of them seem to duplicate 
each other.  I do not like the influx of chains coming into 
the neighborhood, such as Pharmeca, the fancy chain 
maternity store, the fancy chain paper store, Matador, 
and the most offensive of all, Super Supplements and 
Garlic Jim’s.  They take away from a lot of the charm of 
West Seattle.  When I moved here I loved the fact that 
there were small independently owned businesses.  Now 
no small business owners can afford to move into the 
neighborhood, at least not to a location where they could 
attract attention.  Nobody can afford the Garlic Jim’s 
space except for a chain such as Garlic Jim’s.  There are 
too many nail places, and I fear for the future of West 
Seattle as we continue to lose our charm and turn into 
being just another awful overpriced neighborhood that at 
one time had charm but no longer does but is still trying 
to cling to the idea that it does.  If I wanted to live in a 
neighborhood like that, I would have moved to Ballard or 
Fremont.

I have noticed more construction around the Junction 
area and improvements (aesthetic) along California ave.

More fun neighborhood shops and restaurants have 
opened.  A fabulous new park (Ercolini) has become a 
neighborhood gathering place.

Growth of high-density development

more crowded

The junction is “prettier” to look at since the new benches 
and lights have been added.  Our family has enjoyed the 
new Ercolini park, wish we had that when my kids were 
really young.

We’ve seen lots of changes since 1996 when we moved 
into the Junction neighborhood.  Town homes have been 
built in the space where a single famiy home used to 
reside both across the street from us and behind us.  Just 
down the road the old Mike’s Video (later Hollywood 
Video) was replaced by the QFC project.  The junction 
itself has seen dramatic growth which I think mostly is 
for the best.  I hope through all this growth we’re able to 
maintain our neighborhood feel, even though we’re just a 
couple blocks from the heart of the junction.

Huge increase in multifamily housing and crowded 
condos increasing traffic congestion, far too much low 
income housing and multifamily housing.  Fewer retail 
stores and grocery stores and NO fabric stores, too many 
restuarants and pet stores.

More multi-family apartments and mixed use buildings, 
more zero-lot mulit family townhouses, fewer local 
businesses (car sales) and more regional/national 
businesses.

More condos. Fewer slot car racing stores. Better 
restaurants.

Increase in gentrification, older buildings replaced with 
newer, nicer structures, improved thoroughfares and 
streets (some), more and better restaurants and services 
in place.

Seems that older folks are moving out or passing on and 
younger couples - sometimes with babies - are moving 
in to the homes and fixing them up.  Pathfinder school 
closing has hurt our neighborhood and is an eyesore; 
something productive (park?) needs to be done with the 
site.

More condos/apartments are being built.  Car dealership 
closed leaving lots of buildings and former carlots 
abandoned.

I have lived in the neighborhood since April 2008. Crime 
seems to have gone up and a number of businesses have 
failed (notably the car dealership which accounts for 
blocks of empty pavement).

Shopping district and streets have become overcrowded. 
Parking in the junction is difficult. Too many 
condominiums going in without enough parking space. 
West Seattle bridge and Alaskan way viaduct have 
become bottlenecks.
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There have been many changes - some good and 
others bad.  The plethora of badly designed townhome 
condos with the resulting overspill of cars parking on the 
neighborhood streets is not a positive for a previously 
diverse small scale community.  The increase in height 
limits for buildings blocks the sun exposure creating 
canyon like shadows.  On the plus side are the upgrades 
and vibrancy of the junction shopping area and the new 
parks which bring people together for conversation 
and outdoor activities.  Our granddaughter and many 
neighborhood children love Ercolini Park.  I am interested 
in whether the parking study is examining the parking 
situation on the residential streets in the area.  The 
streets are so narrow with cars parked on both sides 
of the streets that only one car at a time can proceed.  
I believe this is dangerous for the vehicles and the 
residents.  One of my fears is that the plethora of large 
new buildings in the Junction will totally change it unique 
character into a shopping area that looks like any new 
suburb.  Please do not let that happen!  The Fauntleroy 
area approach on the other hand could use new buildings 
and upgrades.  It is dead and deserted after the departure 
of the car dealership which occupied almost all the 
property.

Generally positive changes as far as business vitality. 
Community/neighborly interaction seems high. Petty 
crime is a concern but it’s difficult to tell if this is a real 
artifact or just hyper-vigilence on the part of older, more 
conservative residents

I’ve been here 9 years from out of state so I’m not sure. 
However, I do see a significant change in the last 5 years. 
There is definitely more traffic and more apartment 
building. The fauntleroy gateway has become a big ugly 
mess. Not very appealing entry way to our city.  Although 
many may disagree I think making a green belt and 
making it more  pedestrian friendly would make if feel 
more like a community than a “highway out of town”.  
The greenbelt would  also slow down the traffic.   The 
junction continues to be a nice place to go for shopping 
needs and a community   meeting place. I would like to 
see the existing impact on the newly built mixed use 
structures before we build additional ones.  A lot of empty 
space along California may make it look like a ghost town 
if we over build in the area.

many new apartment/multi-use buildings; many 
unfinished

More 3+story buildings for apartments built.

There are more new high rise buildings with little 
consideration to impact on density and how that impacts 
air quality and general quality of life or the character of 
the neighborhood. City seems focused on increasing tax 
revenue rather than sustaining neighborhood businesses 
and quality of life. Better use of development would be 
to renovate existing structures w/ no more than 2 stories 
above street level.

ca ave is much nicer through this area, Genesee Hill 
School (Pathfinder) was open again, but now closed, new 
parks, new construction with housing above businesses

There appears to be an increase in foot traffic through 
the businesses and restaurants.  A significant change in 
the demographic of who lives in WS, younger singles and 
those starting families. Denser housing and services to 
accomodate...

Lots of new building developments that are not in 
compliance with the WSJunction Neighborhood Design 
Guidelines. Many new buildings are not (1) in character 
with the neighborhood ( EX: 12story canyon of condo’s 
both sides of street S. of Edmonds on California) (2) 
designed to maintain a small retail environment (ex; 
new QFC building on SW Alaska & 42nd ave. - scale 
is huge and it does not have a neighborhood feel at 
the pedestrian level.  Also  The backyard townhome 
developments have increased auto traffic congestion.

I have seen new buildings being put in place of other run 
down and unsuccessful businesses.  The new buildings 
which are lower space retail and the upper floors 
residential  I think are a great a addition to the area and 
more should be added.  I am personally more a fan of 
Condo’s than the apartments that I have seen go in.  The 
more people and businesses that come to the area the 
more likely I am find what I need in the area as opposed 
to going to southcenter or bellevue.

Much more dense.   More empty lots on Fauntleroy/
Alaska.  More traffic.

Since 2005, we’ve noticed some favorable growth:  
-larger farmer’s market  -quality restaurants  -focus on 
parks

There are more townhomes and condos, better buses. I 
wish there were light rail or more buses. The junction is 
still the center of the area, centralized for transportation 
and commerce.
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More traffic, less parking, taller buildings (boo!), more 
condos (hiss!)

nicer shops, more parks, more neighborhood pride, more 
community activities and community outreach

I have in the West Seattle Junction area for 62 of my 63 
years, raised my three children here, and have seen many 
changes, not many for the good unfortunately.  I can 
truly say that the quality of life that we previously loved 
has been irreparably damaged by growth of the “urban 
village.”  We find ourselves in a canyon for outsized ugly 
and cheap condos and apartments.  The elementary 
school that once provided a common experience for so 
many is gone. This neighborhood, for years so closely 
connected, is a now collection of strangers who go to 
work away from the area and come back to live at night 
in virtual isolation.  Crime on the Junction’s perimeters 
is so frequent, and traffic so heavy, that children are not 
allowed out in the neighborhood to play.  It is an ugly 
place in a beautiful natural setting. My own children have 
moved away to find better school districts and affordable 
housing for their families.  It saddens them to return to 
the city since they remember the days when West Seattle 
was a place to call home that was comfortable and safe.  
It is neither of those now.

Many small houses, schools closed, more traffic, poor 
roads, not enought bus service, loss of the monarail.  
Small businesses do not last long.

In the 11 years I have lived in the neighborhood abutting 
the West Seattle Junction, I have been impressed with 
the continued development of small independent 
businesses, but I do abhor the “big box” stores, eg. the 
Office Depot which is coming shortly.  I am tired of the 
cookie cutter approach to stores on the first floor and 
way too many condos/ apts above.  I feel very strongly 
that the height restrictions are too limited, and prefer the 
style of the new development on the corner of California 
and Charlestown, in terms of height and fitting into the 
neighborhood.  The other styles closer to the junction are 
disruptive to the character of the Junction, and frankly 
leave me wishing/ dreaming of other places to move.  
Lastly, given the already dense development along 
Avalon down to Luna Park area, there needs to be re-
paving and bike lanes installed.  It gets alot of bike traffic 
and that road is so rough from poorly done patches from 
construction.  It’s a hazard!

I am new to the area, but the neighborhood has changed 
with new real estate development (new grocery to open 
in a couple months), new restaurants, and generally more 
activity here.

Due to higher density in the area (ie condos and 
townhouses) there is more vehicle traffic, more people 
driving too fast, drivers not stopping for pedestrians 
crossing at designated crosswalks and street corners.  
The new buildings, townhouses and condos do not blend 
in with the existing structures - and tend to negatively 
dominate the landscape and isolate those living in said 
new structures from the neighborhood.

More traffic, more townhomes, nice farmers market on 
Sundays

* Badly managed increase in density.  * Construction of 
cookie-cutter townhomes.  * Numerous mega-project 
buildings that are disproportionately large for the scale 
of the neighborhood.  * Very, very poor design aethetics 
on new buildings (Mural, QFC building, and buildings 
next to True Value)  * Destruction of trees and foliage.  
* Public view lanes blocked.  * One or two new parks 
(Ercolini is GREAT).  * Overall the neighborhood plan has 
been badly executed and has detracted significantly from 
the livability of the neighborhood.  * Still a chance to 
rescue the neighborhood with good land use on California 
Avenue and the abandoned car lots.

more restaurants, dynamic boutiques and table top 
stores, indie coffee houses

Lots and lots of new development, much of which was 
predicated on the monorail being available to serve the 
transit needs of the growing area. Biggest change is now 
no monorail to help with the transportation crunch. Some 
new parks added. Big hole in the ground where Sound 
Foods was to go. Huling Bros. car sales & service buildings 
empty.

The density has increased dramatically, therefore traffic, 
parking and noise have also increased dramatically.

I think we’ve gotten good restaurants and stores 
opening up, although with the economic downturn a 
few have closed. I think we’re seeing lost of condos pop 
up along california, and I’m okay with that, but hate to 
see beautiful buildings like the ones at charlestown & 
california changed or knocked down. I’d like condos to 
stay limited to along california, and I’d like the designs to 
be a little more pleasing. some are just so ugly.
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I’ve only been here a short while (2 years), but even in 
that time there has been growth in multi-unit dwellings.  
The Whole Foods hole is unfortuante, and it looks like the 
whole Fauntleroy corridor is still in need of a great deal 
of work.  I’m happy to see the higher density housing 
coming in, but wish more of it were more sustainable 
(BuiltGreen/LEED Gold or Platinum).

35th Ave SW has become much more interesting and 
safe.

Pathfinder School has closed (the nearest public school)  
Building of large apartment buildings  Many businesses 
have changed  The W.S. Junction seems to draw more 
people from outside west seattle than it has in the past.

It has more of a cohesive neighborhood feel.

Exponentally in 9 years - lots of younger people moving 
in, seniors moving out. More incredible restaurants, 
stores etc. Lots of new parks. This part of West Seattle is 
no longer stuck in the time-warp it was when we moved 
here in 2000.

I am generally pleased with the changes in the WS 
Junction over the past decade, although I think that 
developers have ignored rules on setbacks to the 
aesthetic detriment of the neighborhood. Also, because 
of all the development, the roads are in pretty poor 
shape, especially California south of the Junction to 
Morgan Junction.     The Junction itself looks better and 
has more interesting small businesses than it did 10 yrs 
ago. Dakota Park is looking good, too.

The Alaska junction has increased it’s restaurant 
selection, shopping, and activities.

Since I’ve been here, there has been a boom of new 
business, apartment buildings, and townhomes on 
both Fauntleroy and California. It’s definitely a walking 
neighborhood.

More density, less parking, and the commercial buildings 
and townhomes are ugly (for the most part).  No 
architectural character.  With increased density, our 
neighborhood needs more parking, and police as crime 
seems to be increasing.

large grocery store chains have tried to take over the city, 
it became about the town home

Since I’ve been here (about 5 years) there has been a 
increase in businesses around the Junction that I enjoy 
patronizing. Too many townhouses with poor design 
standards were put up - I’m concerned for how these 
developments will look in 5-10 years and beyond. And it 
seems there is a total disconnect between the amount 
of new, ‘urban density’ housing being allowed vs. 
transportation needs and realities. The Alaska Junction 
is a vital transportation hub for the entire West Seattle 
community, yet it still feels like it’s on the back burner 
of Metro/City/County priorities. I fear that traffic and 
transportation issues here are going to get much, much 
worse before they ever get better. Allowing all the 
property purchased for the monorail be sold off (instead 
of keeping it for future transportation needs such as the 
“integrated system” we were promised) was a HUGE 
mistake.

Population and traffic flow have increased greatly.  
Apartment and condo buildings have also increased.

A lot new buildings and townhomes.  Home breakins 
and theft seem to have risen.  New parks and updates to 
parks.  More unemployment and more houses vacant or 
in disrepair

The good: I am now in my mid-30s and West Seattle 
has kept pace with my needs and my lifestyle.  New 
restaurants, shops, boutiques, great places for happy 
hours, farmers markets, and vitalization of the West 
Seattle Junction have been great improvements.  With 
the West Seattle blog and younger, engaged residents, 
WS now has a more community feel than it ever did while 
I was growing up.    The bad: I understand the need for 
density, but the rows upon rows of townhomes lining the 
California Ave core worries me, as does the plans to build 
up more stories near the West Seattle Junction.  Keeping 
that at one story along California/Alaska and pushing 
taller buildings to the Alaska/Fauntleroy Way intersection 
would be preferable.

nicer to walk along the shops, more types of shops and 
restaurants.  More condos, more traffic, more noise 
particularly at night.  More loitering and uneasiness 
around the Key Bank bus stop area and walking tunnel. 
Taller buildings feel less like a neighborhood, the area 
around the Petco and Safeway lost walkability and 
parking.  Parking behind Husky and in all over is tighter, 
but thank goodness is free.  More people from out of WS 
are visiting the neighborhood and theater, which is great.
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Yes.  There are more apartment & condo complexes 
being built.  However, there is not enough parking being 
provided for those facilities.  This has resulted in streets 
being lined with parked cars for overflow from other 
buildings.  The recent economic downturn has also 
resulted in one very large whole in the ground when a 
development went under.  Overall, the growth in capacity 
over the past 2 years has been overwhelming to the area, 
the infrastructure, the bus capacity, and parking.  Each of 
these need to be considered when allowing any further 
building in the area.

A few large developments, houses being updated and 
expanded. Good and bad examples can be found of both.

More vital business area, better restaurants, denser 
residential development on California -- and now a dead 
zone where Huling Bros. used to be.

less parking, more construction of condos and 
townhouses

It has. I live just within the Urban Village and my wife and 
I frequently walk to the Junction for groceries, services, 
and entertainment.  There has been at least three new 
mixed use apartment buildings completed (or almost 
completed), one big hole waiting to be filled in with a 
mixed use project, and one major project in the heart 
of the junction on the drawing board.  The number and 
quality of restaurants has also improved.  Shopping 
quality has remained, with a mix of home stores, knick 
knack shops, and consignment shops.  Overall, I like the 
direction its heading.

Definitely.  There are more amenities and more of 
the stores in the Junction are filled although with the 
recession we are beginning to see some vacant business 
and store space.   The addition of the two tall apartment 
buildings, the Mural and the other unfinished one on 
42nd SW and Alaska change the appearance of area.

NA

there is a lot of new construction.  many, many condos 
are being built.  the car dealerships on fauntleroy have 
closed.

I’ve only been here a year and a half, so I am not sure.

More people have moved in.  MUCH more housing...
mostly around the Junction area CA and Edmunds area.

More multi-tenant housing has been constructed.  Traffic 
has increased.

Very little

In the last year, I’ve seen more condos, apartments, and 
townhouses built, which I think is a good thing.  Density 
in the city is essential to reducing the traffic in the area.

it has developed more parks (morgan junction most 
recent), had several business change but the most 
amazing and best part has been high point. The housing, 
the beautiful pond park, the longfellow creek trail and 
my most favorite the library!    plus the farmers market 
makes me so very very happy every sunday!    fauntleroy 
construction is highly annoying right now but i know it 
will be better soon.    the worst thing that has developed 
is the abandonment of single family dwelling being 
turned into yucky condos and townhouses.

What I thought was a good neighborhood when we 
moved here, is not. The plan was to rent in West Seattle 
while we decided where to buy a house - we now know 
that we don’t want to live here and are looking to buy 
elsewhere.     People are rude, houses are unkempt, sirens 
and gunshots are heard too often.

Growth has outstripped infrastructure

The streets are much busier with traffic.  More homeless 
people around, but also a greater number of people in 
general.  Some new great community organizations and 
events are taking place.  Nice to see new pocket parks 
and park trails being maintained.  The many small local 
businesses here provide basically no reason to leave.  Like 
the accessability of walking to many places.

lot’s of development activity going on in the junction.  
also, major businesses (huling bros.) gone out of business

to many cars and to many condos with no parking

Lots of town houses  Major development in the Junction 
commercially and with apts. and condos.

Junction has become a more vibrant and pleasant place 
to spend time.  West Seattle Farmer’s market has grown 
quite a bit since inception.  Ercolini Park has become one 
of our favorite spots.
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There is more density and crowding, more traffic, and 
more speeding and reckless driving.  There is more crime 
and there are more bars.  The neighborhood is becoming 
hostile to families with children and elderly people.  
Transients loiter in the neighborhood, and transient 
residents who have no investment in West Seattle have 
moved in and become the majority.      The plan talks 
about families, parks, and safe pedestrian pathways, 
but none of these things have happened--in fact quite 
the opposite.  It is less safe to walk to stores with traffic 
speeding on Alaska Street--few people are brave enough 
to even cross in crosswalks with all the red-light running.  
Walking in the junction is disgusting because you have to 
pass bars where people stand outside and smoke.  There 
are also homeless people, bums, and criminals lurking 
around.  I have seen drug dealers openly doing business in 
the junction parking ally, and gang graffiti is everywhere.      
The mayor and city council only care about increasing the 
tax base.  They don’t care about crime or safety or quality 
of life in the city, and West Seattle is circling the drain 
along with all the other neighborhoods.

Overall, the home owning population in our 
neighborhood has become younger.  There has been a 
huge influx of people and traffic particularly around the 
business district of the Junction in the last several years.  
Parking is becoming more and more competitive and 
we expect this area to become even more congested as 
the large number of condominiums being built right now 
are filled with people and their cars.  We have noticed 
parks being updated and there are plenty of places for 
our children to play.  The High Point Library has been 
built and we frequent it regularly.  The farmer’s market 
is excellent and we are happy to have it open longer 
than ever.  We also use the water taxi and enjoy this as 
a commuting option in the summer.  We are happy that 
the junction businesses have retained individual and local 
ownership for the most part and the variety of offerings 
has expanded in a positive direction.

Mostly for the better: more parks and family friendly 
actvities.  We worry about the direction of development 
of the Junction as we love the small, independent 
businesses that currently populate it and fear projects 
like the proposed Connor condominium will trumpet the 
beginning of the end of the neighborhood Junction.

more large scale condo/apartment homes, loss of retail at 
junction “gateway”. more diverse restaurants and retail.

New construction, businesses, condo developments.

There has been significant growth in the Condos and 
restaurants in the last 10 years. The road infracstruture 
cannot handle the growth of the increase of cars that are 
forced to park on the streets due to the one per person 
garage space that comes with the new housing. The main 
streets are now overcrowded and the side streets are 
difficult if not dangerous to navigate. I also feel we have 
too many restaurants and not enough shopping for basic 
needs in the junction. I would like to see books and card 
shops, gift shops and clothing stores.

better shopping but less parking options, makes it more 
difficult to spend time in junction.

more construction of huge buildings, capco looks good 
so does mural, but so far after attending the planning 
meetings, the connor building on Alaska, California 
and 42nd looks awful.  the designers did not take into 
consideration the design the community requested.  I 
believe it will be a 7 story block of concrete.  what a pity!

Lots of town homes squeezed in 1 lot which has a cheap 
tacky look and they really arn’t built to be sustainable.    
The junction has changed a lot in terms of great little 
shops and restaraunts the Sunday farmers market, 
Bakery Nouveau which make it fun to visit.  It’s a very 
family oriented great place to go

lack of street parking on residentil streets due to 
businesses not supplying employee parking and 
development without supply required parking for its 
residents.

Increase in Condos/Apartments in Morgan Junction.  
Vast renovations at High Point.  Increase in quality of 
neighborhood services.

Busier.

Large Unattractive buildings have been built and many 
of these buildings seem to have difficulty retaining 
tenants.  The Ercolini park was built which is an assett but 
the Junction park has remained an empty lot.  Also, the 
Genessee Hill School (Pathfinder) has been closed which 
could become a blight.  Overall, I think the neighborhood 
is great but my fear is with the cities desire to increase 
density and create an ‘urban village’ the character and 
community that is West Seattle will be lost.
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The business core has become more busy and vibrant.  
With that has come many new condo/apt complexes.  
Some use high quality materials, but many look cheap 
and already run down.

Some horribly designed townhouses, apartments and 
condos have gone up along California Ave SW between 
SW Edmunds St and SW Morgan St. I’d like to see a stop 
to that kind of non-street friendly design get past the 
design review process.  This is a major pedestrian corridor 
that needs street level businesses, not fences and garage 
entrances.

High rises have been built. Done properly, this is not a 
negative. However, with too many, California Ave could 
become a canyon where no light penetrates. A couple of 
parks have been installed or are actively being installed.

additional homes have been built, several businesses 
have changed hands or closed with a new business 
opening up

I have noticed recently that the height restrictions lifted 
has really changed the outlook of the junction and not for 
the positive.      I have seen some great restaurants come 
and go and really wished that all these great restaurants 
could stay.      I think it’s great that all these great 
businesses come to West Seattle.

I have noticed an increase in townhouse developments 
which are unattractive and not pedestrian friendly. I 
have also seen an increase in public drunkenness at 
the junction (bus stop), homelessness, and crime (not 
necessarily related). I am pleased with the new addition 
of Ercolini and other parks, but think we need more. I 
notice that it isn’t as easy to find parking, but that has 
encouraged me to walk to local businesses more often.

It seems that the neighborhood has become extremely 
dense with many condos/townhouses going in.  Also, 
there have been several developments that are much 
taller than the existing structures.  There seems to be an 
increase in little crimes like tagging, etc.

Many decrepit single family houses being replaced 
with multi-family units.  More upscale businesses have 
opened.

some roads have been improved, some still need some 
major work.  park addition at 42nd and alaska street 
seems to be moving very slowly.

The West Seattle Junction.  Absolutely.  Open parking 
space has been turned into massive condo buildings 
without any parking replacement.  This makes it very 
difficult for people from out of area to come into 
shop.  And before someone pipes up with “public 
transportation”, one of the reasons I would drive to the 
Petco parking lot was for Dog Food.  I am not going to 
carry a 40lb bag of dog food on a metro bus to then walk 
to my house.  So now Petco loses my business and I go 
somewhere more convenient.  I see places like Hancock 
and Schucks torn down only to replaced with a gaping, 
giant hole.  I see the plans to totally disrupt the Junction 
by the development proposed on the SE corner of the 
Alaska Junction.  I am totally for growth as I would love 
to see a few more bars where live music is offered, 
restaurants, shopping, etc.  But we only have a two lane 
bridge to get in and out.  Public transportation sucks from 
West Seattle.  And, yes, I have used it.  Four buses and 
three transfers to get to Factoria/Bellevue?  Oh, taking 
an hour and a half and having to walk through Pioneer 
Square?  When I can drive in my car for 20 minutes? You 
do the math.  I hope the Planning commission accounts 
for the additional cars (and there will be - a lot) and 
some method of getting these people in and out of West 
Seattle.

I haven’t lived in West Seattle near the Alaska Junction 
very long.  The time I have been here has shown me how 
proud this area is of our neighborhood.  I’ve lived in a 
number of places in the Seattle area and have never seen 
such pride.   My neighbors show their pride by keeping 
the streets clean, watching out for each other, shopping 
and dining in the area, and making sure that the essence 
of the neighborhood stays in tack through inevitable 
change.  It is simply one of the best areas in Seattle to 
live.

Yes, things have changed in our neighborhood.  We’ve 
seen a conflicting kind of change that has brought 
increased density without the support of infrastructure 
to allow easy movement from West Seattle to Downtown 
and points east.  Things like light rail or monorail have 
been continually cut out of West Seattle leaving us with 
a continuing strain on our roads and bridges.  We’ve also 
seen good things come like new parks, new businesses 
and updates to the Junction that make it more pleasant 
and safer for pedestrians.
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There have been at least 6 massive condo bldgs put up 
that are totally over built for the neighborhood, and 
there are at least 3 more on the drawing boards. I HATE 
these buildings. There are other bldgs that have gone 
up that are prettier architecturally, much less obtrusive, 
lower and more integrated into the neighborhood  like 
the Incline at Edmunds and the High Point Development 
which compliment our lives.  The unmitigated greed of 
the developers who don’t have to live here is obvious in 
these other bldgs. I can’t stand it. They complain that the 
building would be less massive if they could build higher 
(and block our views of the Mts), and this is just hogwash! 
They don’t need to put that many units in the bldg. They 
just want more money! There isn’t the transportation 
infrastructure to support them and they are just dragging 
down the neighborhood. These things look like Soviet 
block era apartments. They suck! some one needs to 
stand up to them!

The Junction has recently begun to absorb resident 
populations as high-rise, mixed use buildings are being 
completed. In addition, many of the single-family homes 
in areas re-zoned have been converted to multi-family 
(condo) dwellings. Perhaps the largest (unforseen) 
change since plan adoption is the vacancy of properties 
in the area currently being called the “Fauntleroy 
Triangle” (i.e. the former automobile retail lots, Huling/
Gee businesses). Transportation to/from the area remains 
virtually unchanged.

The junction has experienced, and will continue to, 
increased density.  More mixed used projects have been 
built, some have been stalled and others are planned.  We 
know additional transit options are coming (albeit not 
great solutions to the problems) and parking concerns are 
growing.  We have developed parks and hope to preserve 
the green space that is left.  I would also suggest that the 
Junction has more young families and single professionals 
in it’s demographics.

I think its stayed very much to its roots, which I greatly 
admire. I’m a fourth generation West Seattlite, our 
family still owns homes from our original ancestors, 
and most of my family members still live within blocks 
of each other because of the pride and strength West 
Seattle has continued to carry. Not everything is perfect. 
Having sidewalks shut down during development greatly 
affects our urban village concept. Having to walk across 
three crosswalks to get across the street at Fauntleroy 
and Alaska or run across Alaska carrying three bags of 
groceries is not my idea of fun especially since my three 
block walk turns into a car/pedestrian entanglement. 
Looking at the “hole” foods isn’t super great either, but 
having lived in Ballard for four years I find West Seattle 
doing a much better job of adding more affordable 
housing, cultural integrity, and having an open ear to its 
residents’ needs. Its ratio of businesses and open space 
has been incredible. Plenty of green spaces to wander 
and read in, as well as, play and its plethora of businesses 
to keep the neighborhood thriving without taking away 
its soul. Lastly, I am purely a walker/bus rider and the 
speed to which I can get downtown to transfer to my job 
in the Montlake neighborhood is very helpful, as well as, 
getting to out-lying areas to visit friends. Although night 
busing needs an improvement this is a Metro issue not a 
West Seattle one and will hopefully be something to look 
to when the economy gets stronger.

More people parking on the street.

More great shops however safetly is an issue. There is 
more denisty int he nieghborhood which is a great thing.
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Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most pleased about?
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great influx of businesses, good transportation

I love the local restaurants and shops and availability of public transit.

Our parks could use more funding and enforcement of regulations but they are abundant and very nice.  Some nice new 
community centers have opened.  Junction businesses have improved and still have free parking.

Great mix of local businesses in Alaska Junction with very few chains. Described as a hipster Mayberry :-)

I love the way the junction has mostly mom and pop type stores and not a lot of big chains.

clients use metro to come to appts.  nice that it is near a bus hub.

Nice variety of stores.

other things respondents are pleased about:
• The full impact of all the additional 
housing units hasn’t been felt yet.
• sense of community
• public transportation Mon - Fri
• the farmers’ markets
• being able to walk to so many things.
• Visual improvements to sidewalks and 
tiles etc.
• Community involvement.
• Walk-all-ways intersection of Alaska & 
California

• SOME great additions -- cafe nuveau, 
spring hill, ama ama.  Great boutiques.
• new park on Dakota is looking good!
• Large variety of owner operated 
businesses.Absence of chain stores.
Walkable business area.
• I like my neighbors
• Sunday market
• public transit
• Nice mix of housing size, age; good 
schools

• Community involvement and awareness.
• Crosswalks and Flags
• ability to walk/ride bike to grocery store, 
dentist, restaurants, post office, library
• parking
• community
• bike share rows
• green projects
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LOVE the foot ferry and Dart access.

West Seattle Library renovation was very well done. I am 
also pleased about the sub-station park project.

It’s lively without being over-the-top or out-of-control.

WE find this a pleasant and convenient place to live 
because we like to walk to do  errands and shopping.  The 
transportation is great. We appreciate being able to get 
both to downtown and to the airport.

Junction becoming more vibrant.  Stores are not of a 
sustainable nature or serve the area needs.  The Junction 
needs a community center.  The adjacent Triangle area 
needs a neighborhood plan specific to that area, not 
a repeat of the Junction plan.  Good progress for our 
park(s).

nice to walk to everything

I love how any space that is vacant in terms of land is 
being turned into a park that the entire community can 
use. I love the community events - Farmer’s Market, Tree 
lighting, parades etc.

appreciate the mix

The small-town feel of West Seattle makes the 
community safer and encourages neighbors to take care 
of the community and each other.

It would be nice if there was more than just the 54 
returning to W. Sea from downtown at night.

Reasonable bus system. Water taxi fan.

living close to the junction allows my wife to catch the 
bus to work every day. this is convenient. I like the parks 
which have gone in. I like the healthy debate that occurs 
for building planning/design at the junction.

I’m really not pleased abount changes in any of these 
areas.  Compared to, for instance....Ballard which has a 
new library, commons, and parks, West Seattle hasn’t had 
much benefit.

The Junction is a great place to live!

The new libraries are nice, its too bad they did not expand 
them to be very nice like the library in Burien.

Great new buildings closer to the junction, nice to 
see new business and old business that server our 
neighborhood.  We make a point of buying things local as 
much as possible.

new places to eat, new shops, nice sidewalks, good 
community events, great farmers market.

Some stores are doing well and are a joy to shop.

we continue to enjoy local parks, and have welcomed 
new restaurants and businesses.

Less Apartments, more condo’s.

Gentrify onward christian soldiers! Horray!

The design of new buildings must continue to take into 
consideration the character of the neighborhood.  We 
must not let what happened in the Northgate area (the 
ugliest Target store in the nation, and a non-descript 
Thornton Place) happen in West Seattle.

Love the small town feel of West Seattle

I enjoy the support offered by the community, including 
the intensive West Seattle Blog, which is integral in 
spotting and assisting with safety issues and concerns.  It 
seems as though neighbors are committed to ensuring 
the safety of the community, which is amazing.

Business district: pleased about the sense of community 
between neighbors and business owners.

I like the water taxi, but am underwhelmed with rest 
of our transportation options. I like having an all-year 
farmers’ market.

Like small independent businesses and my ability to walk/
bike locally for the majority of my needs.

I love the community in West Seattle.  I love being able to 
walk everywhere and to develop connections with local 
merchants.

The Junction has become more vibrant with terrific 
restaurants and local business.

Great new food bank, libraries.  Love the new Morgan 
Junction Park.
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Appreciate the increase in amount and quality of the 
spaces and businesses opening up in the business district 
-- likely the result of street improvements on California

Putting the effects of the recession aside, I’ve been 
excited to see the mix of businesses improve in the 
Junction over the years.

I really like the local business district

I love having more poeple and more businesses!

the water taxi shuttle is great, new businesses have been 
good ones

The junction is looking better, but still has a ways to 
go. It would be nice if some of the businesses were 
able to improve their awnings and signage. When the 
awnings get old and faded, and the bird droppings are 
not cleaned, it takes away from the overall image of the 
business district. I would prefer to see no awnings and 
only nice clean signage.    A public plaza would be a great 
improvement.

I love the new pocket parks that are going in along with 
Ercolini.  I love the small-town feel of the Junction in all 
the small shops/boutiques/restaurants instead of the 
bigger chains.

Great to see more life happening around here.

Some great restaurants have come in (though I wish a 
few more affordable ones were in place).  There seem to 
be a great sense of community involvement, especially in 
the area of sustainability.

For the norm, life is good here.

I think the transportation to downtown from West Seattle 
is great.  I just don’t understand why they could increase 
number of busses or create more transit lanes.  Rapid ride 
just seems like a way to spend a lot of money on different 
busses and branding instead of spending the money 
where it counts, getting people to their destination faster.

West Seattle has preserved a certain character which I 
think is important to keep up. The junction in particular 
has been pedestrianized and still holds the “small 
business” feel...but what about just a quarter mile away 
from the junction?

The new parks are an asset, although more greenspace 
and playspace is needed. The lovely design of many of the 
old buildings points the way to style new development 
should honor. I’ll be glad to see the building now housing 
Petco go; it’s never fit in well with the older designs. The 
walk-all-ways intersection is easier on me as a driver, 
since it reduces the possibility that someone will be trying 
to cross as I make a right turn. Very friendly design! More 
of these, please!

Keep junction parking free,  water taxi, free lunch 
program at the community centers

I like the new restaurants (spring hill, ama ama, cafe 
nuveau), and old (Jak’s Grill) that make the neighborhood 
feel more upscale.  I love the boutiques (Sweeties, 
Carmelia, Funky Janes, the baby boutique) that also make 
the neighborhood feel more upscale.  Love Huskies, 
Curious Kids.  Would love to see a comfortable coffee 
shop/deli where moms can bring their kids and hang out.  
Kids can play while mom reads a magazine.  How about 
a nice bookstore like Barnes and Noble or Powell’s (like in 
Portland).

We need a WSJunction Community Center/Arts  and  A 
WSJunction Park &   Ride in the Huling property area 
(fauntleroy triangle at alaska)  with a shopping experience 
in the building - because location needs also pedestrian 
appeal as we are urban and not suburban.

love Bakery Nouveau!

I appreciate the work being done on Haiwatha.

New parks spaces are great, would like to see more open 
public spaces designed into new developments as they go 
in.

I made a decision to live within walking distance to the 
shops and restaurants in the Junction so I would have 
more choices regarding transportation and would not 
need a car to reach services.

We have more small parks that are inviting to everyone.

Great “feel” to the Junction. Currently, very pedestrian 
friendly.(Soon to disappear with the Connor 
MegaBuildings).

Good variety, everything is within walking distance.
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Commitment to parks has been a pleasure to see.  Also, 
there seems to be much more thought put towards 
townhouses and condos, a stark contrast to those cookie 
cutter designs that popped up in Ballard in years past.  
The new turf and field at Hiawatha will be fantastic.

love the busses and water taxi

It is nice that we are seeing an influx of new business 
willing to make a go of it in the Junction.

I like Dragonfly park  Love the 54 & 55 bus to downtown!

It is nice to see the Ercolini park in the neighborhood, and 
the new businesses and restaurants that have come into 
the Junction.

Wonderful new parks and outstanding public 
transportation.

Like the new Dakota Place Park.  Like the Blockwatch 
program  Love Schmitz Park

I love being able to walk to a variety of stores and 
restaurants.  I often leave my car parked all weekend.

Love Ercolini Park - Love the community gathering spots, 
such as the Sunday Market

Great work on parks

Parks are good.  Feels like a fairly safe community.

We’re doing a great job with our libraries, restaurants and 
community centers.  Let’s just try to get them to have 
better hours so we can use them.

Ercolini Park is great - it is used a lot.

ercolini park is a huge welcome to the many families 
in the neighborhood (more! more!). libraries are better 
(unfortunately open less hours).  community centers 
continue to be good.  business district at Alaska Junction 
maintains it’s small neighborhood feel thru architecture 
and design (even with larger developments arriving).

Also love the farmer’s market.

happy with new pocket parks, could always use more.      
would also like to see another official dog park on the 
north end of west seattle.  westcrest is too far to drive.

There is a variety of new and more current businesses, 
but the neighborhood still retains it’s small town feel.

Like Ercolini and Dakota place parks. Growth and change 
in the business district.   Roadway improvements of 
California and Fauntleroy.

We have a great Central business district and the 
market is great, funky coffee shops and a great overall 
neighborhood.

The attention to paving and improving the Junction area 
seems to have attracted several new restaurants and 
retail businesses.

I love West Seattle for how safe I feel! I also think that 
West Seattle has great parks and open space (in fact, I 
think we are starting to border on spending too much 
money on pocket parks, but I love the idea and effort 
behind them!). I also love how walkable the Junction is 
with the rest of the neighborhood surrounding it. We walk 
to the Junction many times a week, and love the variety 
of stores in the area.

No

Ercolini Park is a wonderful addition, and a well-used 
public space.  Decorative landscaping, floral displays 
throughout the commercial district are welcome.

taking the bus to the airport or downtown is easy

variety of stores and restaurants is better.  The pocket 
parks are pleasant.

The High Point Library has had a very positive impact 
on our family.  We are able to order books and movies, 
walk to retrieve them and the regular offerings are broad 
enough that our children are able to find books to borrow.  
We also regularly use the buses to downtown and love 
that they use the viaduct for a time efficient commute.

Nice to have more shops, restaurants and services within 
walking distance.  Makes it a much friendlier place to live.

Public transport TO downtown is great

super safe here  love our new little parks  love new 
designs for most developments; can hardly wait
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Love the parks, the addtions of plantings and upgrades 
inthe business area.  Like the new buildings on 
California...like the Dakota. More in tune with what we 
said we wanted to see more of as we grew.

Good elementary schools were why we chose to live in W. 
Seattle.  I hope this does not change.  Happy about bike 
trail improvements along the SODO waterfront.

I am pleased with new residential density and the varied 
new local shops and restaurants in West Seattle.  I am also 
pleased that we have several new parks.

Very solid community feel of the Junction and local 
library, etc.  Makes this neighborhood special.

More work needed on parks!

I enjoy the restaurants here in Alaska Junction.  I don’t 
feel the need to go downtown for a decent meal.  Jaks 
and Maharaja rival any downtown offering.

It’s the great mix of independent businesses in the 
Junction that help our neighborhood retain its small-town 
feel. And its thanks to news outlets such as West Seattle 
Blog that has helped people in our neighborhood become 
more informed and involved. During the snowstorms 
of 2008, I learned everything I needed to know about 
bus service, road conditions, closures, etc. from my 
neighborhood news outlet... and little to nothing from 
city/county services.

You can walk almost anywhere which is great, and 
there is a good variety of small local stores and larger 
businesses

Metro service has steadily improved.  Crime seems down.  
The parks are fairly well maintained.  We have the best 
library branch in the city!

More modern and applicable stores are coming into our 
neighborhood which has been great.

The new Dakota Place Park is very nice, however the city 
needs to do a local ad campaign to let people know its 
open and the benefits of the park.  I am afraid without 
moderate to heavy use, it will be overcome by grafitti.

part of the increase in density is due to an increase in 
rental residential property although I have no idea how 
affordable it is.

The new library and parks opening up in the high point 
neighborhood have been nice, even though they fall 
outside the West Seattle Junction territory.

New building on the whole have been improvements - I’m 
not anti-development, but I’d like to be cleverly thought 
about, keeping the historical a little more.

Ercolini Park is a great addition.  We look forward to 
Junction Plaza Park.  We have great new businesses and 
appreciate small family owned and unique businesses.

The Junction business district has been quite vibrant 
over the past five years, attracting a good mix of 
entertainment, services & retail.

The buses from the Junction area are great, but it’s a 
real problem that they don’t run 24 hours a day. It’s very 
easy to get downtown quickly when the buses run. The 
Junction seems to be thriving, and it hasn’t succumbed to 
the spread of Starbucks and large chains like that.

Parking is currently not a problem, but if the area gets 
much busier it will become one.  I LOVE having so 
many buses coming to the Junction. It is a great hub for 
transportation, it is a pleasant place to wait for buses, and 
it is convenient for errands. Some transportation hubs are 
not fun places to wait (like 35th and Avalon), so I’m glad 
we have so much going on.

I’m still awaiting the opening of the Dakota Street Power 
House, but the park area, albeit reduced in scope, is a 
welcomed addition.

The parks and open spaces are great.  nice community 
centers.  diversity in the neighborhood is great and 
support among the local people.

The new/refurbished libraries are a plus, and the 
attraction & retention of higher quality businesses is a 
plus.

The public communities seem fine.

There are a lot of options for parks very close by and 
more are definitely encouraged. WS has a real sense of 
community and pride of the neighborhood.

A couple of small open space areas are a nice addition
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I would like to see more retail such as clothing, shoe 
stores and less nail salons and chiropractors moving in. I 
like the new restaurants such as SpringHill and hope this 
is a trend away from terriyaki moving in.

I like how we have some more parks being built here.  
That is nice.

Pleased to see the crossing flags and lights going up for 
better pedestrian safety.

The addition of more parks in west seattle

The new libraries are beautiful. The water taxi is great and 
the police station in west Seattle is great.

Previously expressed.

california is very walkable.  the area seems very safe.

Thank god we can still park in the junction--for now.

I am not pleased

I appreciate the small town feel, especially with the 
restaurants and stores.

I really enjoy the parks & open space (we live near Camp 
Long). I also really enjoy going to some of the businesses!

Great access to great businesses/facilities. Love the new 
High Point library and also: Beverage Place Pub, Elliot 
Bay Brewing, Easy Street, West 5.

The new High Point library is a great addition.

The Junction has a few good restaurants and shops.

None of the changes in the last few years have improved 
the junction.

I love all the new businesses in the Junction.  I no longer 
need to leave West Seattle for a good meal, or to find a 
great gift.  We have it all now.

It seems like the Junction is really cleaning up, great 
businesses concerned about keeping the Junction family 
friendly and clean are going in.

Nice to see more parks available (like Ecrolini and 
Dakota Place).  We seem to be attracting higher-quality 
restaurants.

We love the Junction area and we are pleased at the steps 
to make it safer and easier to maneuver in either on foot 
or bike or car.

I enjoy our parks and the market as well as the business 
district.  However, it is sad to see the dealership’s empty 
buildings & the original Caper’s store front empty.

The Junction business district is attractive.  The lamps, 
the sidewalks and the flowers really make the Junction a 
nice place to live.  It would be nice if sidewalks were larger 
to accomodate outdoor dining.  It would be very nice to 
dine outside and enjoy the area.

The Farmer’s Market is a wonderful community event 
and having it all year round is great. Even during the huge 
snowstorm, a couple of vendors showed up and a lot of 
customers (on cross-country skis).

Comminity Centers do a great job providing lots of 
activities for all ages.

Crime seems to be up. Police are pretty responsive, but 
would like more light in my dead end street.
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other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• parking
• There is no way the added hundred of 
additional housing units in the Junction 
core won’t cause traffic and congestion 
problems that we never had to live with 
before.
• parking - need to balance residential, 
consumer and business employee parking.
• lack of early (5:30am) morning public 
transportation Sat & Sun
• Lack of integration with surrounding 
triangle & residential
• businesses leaving
• graffiti and vandalism
• california ave signage and awnings
• Many new high density apartments and 
condos will make it more crowded.
• New buildings- ugly, cheap looking and 
too tall
• Pay Parking
• The hole where Whole foods was going 
to be.
• Parking and messy alley
• The bad people that are attracted to 
Talarico/RockSport.  Junction is scary at 

night.
• not enough thought to undergorund 
parking
• too many condos
• Fauntleroy “gateway” into West Seattle
• monorail should have been built
• empty Whole Foods lot
• litter and drug dealers
• uncompleted development/partial 
development
• Parking and traffic control
• many traffic lights are not pedestrian 
friendly
• looks rundown in some areas
• too much population density
• too much crime that is not solved
• Design of some of the new buildings and 
adequate pedestrian amenities in some 
areas.
• road conditions
• Parking plans need to be updated
• Schools
• Traffic in the Junction itslef is POORLY 
managed. Buses especially cause issue
• Parking & Uncared for ‘street trees’

• would like higher quality retail stores 
attracted to the Junction
• think the downtown core should not be 
too overbuilt with these large towering 
buildings.  Would much rather like to 
keep the small town feel at leat in our 
commercial district.
• socio-economic and cultural diversity
• i’m sure there is more
• Lack of any emergency medical facilities/
hospital. And, lack of a nice hotel or nice 
accomodations for out of town guests.
• Good stores and restaurants that make 
this Good stores and restaurants that 
make this neighborhood unique have 
closed because of lack of customers .
• Public parking - NO PAY
• walkablity
• Asthetics of Fauntleroy Area
• there is a lot of ugly signage and signs 
that clash with the building styles
• Quality sports fields
• Road and sidewalk conditions
• Surface Road Conditions
• traffic

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?

transportation housing safety parks &
open space

public facilities
(e.g. libraries,

community
centers)

business
district

(e.g. stores
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buildings
(new and
existing)

other

What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you most dissatisfied about?
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we need light rail!!

A lot of community input and consternation over future 
development has centered on the corner of Alaska St & 
California Ave with numerous design reviews holding up 
certain projects. But at the same time the new building 
at Alaska and 42nd goes up and is a very poor example. 
Why should one project be subjected to overly strict and 
ridiculous conditions while another flaunts it’s size and poor 
design. Consolidate review boards and simplify the process. 
Every resident in the area does not need to approve every 
detail of a building.

townhomes, large-scale apartment buildings, fauntleroy 
portal -- from the whole foods hole to the empty car 
dealerships to the bad bicycle access on the arterial, the 
portal is a mess.

I do not feel as safe as I did when I moved here 4 years ago. 
Housing is becoming far more expensive (renting).

Too many townhomes  Too many thefts and robberies  No 
light rail for us.

too many condos/apts

Lots of theft and more violent crimes as in shootings - how 
do we stop this?    Would really like a neighborhood center 
like Phinney Neighborhood Center for classes, meeting, 
non-profits, tool bank, small business. Is there an old school 
or building we can buy from the city or school district? It 
creates a vibrant community when you have a gathering/
creative spot like PNA.

Too many people getting packed in too small a space 
without a corresponding increase in infrastructure (roads, 
parking, etc.)

Most of us in this area moved here or stayed here because 
we liked the small town atmosphere.  We know we are 
going to lose this and don’t like to think about that.  Why 
should we?

I work as a Jail RN at the downtown Jail on Sat and Sun.  
There is no early morning public transportation to get me 
to downtown Seattle by 6:00am so I can catch a bus or 
walk up to the jail at 5th and James.  I have resoursed every 
avenue and have ended up have to take a taxi to the jail 
every Sat & Sun.  Can you help.

Public transportation - it is difficult to be car-less and 
live on the outskirts of the neighborhood area.  The 51 
stops running at 7 p.m., leaving a large portion of the 
area without bus service.  This is fine during nice weather, 
but I anticipate that in the winter I’ll spend less time and 
money at local businesses because of trying to get home 
via bus.

Disapointed about lack of better trasnportation to areas 
that don’t first go though downtown, would have liked 
monorail or light rail option

I wish newer housing was more upscale in design 
and price. Personally, I would have built expensive 
townhomes along California Avenue with an asking 
price of no less than $800K.  There are some gorgeous 
townhomes along Bellevue Way. It’s a busy street but 
still commands top dollar.  Something needs to be done 
about Alki area. It’s becoming far too dangerous. The 
solution is really a no-brainer.  This needs to become a 
zone-only area. The parking needs to be angled-in for 
visitors and the fees should be set high to discourage the 
kids and cruising.  In fact, Alki Avenue should simply be 
closed at night to “non-zone” people.  The merchants will 
fight this but get real. How many of those kids are really 
visiting the stores and restaurants at night?  Probably not 
many.  In fact, merchants would probably see an uptick in 
business. I no longer go to Alki because of parking issues 
(and crime in the evening).  If more restrictions were put 
into place, locals would venture out again.

I wish the monorail (or any public transport option, a la 
light rail) had been built. The growth of the water taxi has 
been exciting, though. Would like to see more/safer bike 
lanes.

Although we are quite happy with the transportation in 
general, coming back from downtown at night after eight 
PM is a pain because the #54 bus only runs every half 
hour. It gets cold and dark waiting for it....

Think rapid transit should go from Junction down 
Fauntleroy and over the bridge in a dedicated lane, not 
from Alaska to 35th to Avalon as I hear it now is going 
to.  I find some of the new buildings to be architecturally 
unpleasant.

could be kept cleaner, bus stop seems to attract vagrants 
and homeless
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The DRB process needs to overhauled to give it validity.  
Building inspections should require dev. to incorporate 
DRB requirements.  Require dev. to fix roads, not patch.  
Inconsistent sidewalk widths and condition, more 
lighting, cross walks, lack of “Gateway”, bldgs and lots 
not maintained, FENCE THAT GIANT HOLE, ditch RR 
and add busses, maintain site corridors down Calif and 
Alaska, integrate Camp Long to Stadium to east side 
of 35th, require set backs to allow stores to “spill” onto 
sidewalks, clean up sand after snow, maintain Walking 
on Logs and vacinity, slow traffic on 35th and Fauntleroy, 
add more pocket parks and p-patches, require irrigation 
for new construction, cut down dead trees on public 
property, more public art, no more barbed wire topped 
fences, eliminate sidewalk signs in commercial areas, 
police presence in Junction, more bicycle parking, graffiti 
cleanup enforced, keep roads stripped, directional 
signs to significant locations, hold public meetings in 
appropriate spaces, make design guidelines design 
regulations.

There seems to be quite a few dog owners who do not 
pick up after their dogs. There is no library in easy walking 
distance of the Junction, the closest ones are in Admiral 
and High Point.

The potential of paid parking coming into the Junction.

More people bring more problems and graffiti, vandalism, 
and car break-ins have all gone up in the 9 years I’ve lived 
in West Seattle.  It really seems like the city and police do 
nothing to counter this.

I like in Arbor Heights. Bus service to and from my 
neighborhood is so sketchy and unreliable that it’s not 
possible for me to rely on this, as I would wish. Especially 
during off-peak hours, getting a bus to go into town 
is nearly impossible and requires long layovers and 
transfers. This is not acceptable.

Dense use buildings are both architecturally and culturally 
unnatural in the area.  With increased multi-unit housing 
parking and traffic are worse and the community-
centered culture degraded

Too much too fast! Looks like we’re headed for a high 
vacancy rate. Though I’d like to see something done (and 
done well) with the Huling properties.  Keep the charming 
character of W. Sea.

Too much property crime. Not enough parks with open 
space not occupied by a playground. Too many high-rise 
condo buildings.

The awnings are frequently totally outdated/faded/
ripped. They detract from the charm of the street 
experience. As for signage, there should be more 
stringent regulation aimed at protecting the charm of 
our “main st”. Tallarico’s sign is ridiculously oversized 
and dwarfs all other signs.   AS FOR SAFETY - between 
shootings at alki (not “neighborhood” related - but still 
in our backyard), shootings at Tallaricos, shots fired at 
my neighbors house. . .I don’t feel safe at night and I’m 
a 33 year old man. Not feeling safe is the #1 reason I will 
consider moving out of my neighborhood.

With no light rail, and the viaduct coming down soon, 
I feel that West Seattle is being marooned.  Crime is 
also up.  With the exception of a few small park spaces, 
we haven’t seen much in terms of new parks.  We need 
SKATEPARKS and things for teens to do.  There are 
already enough toddler areas.  Large developments 
that don’t reflect the character of West Seattle are also 
popping up everywhere.

I am concerned about crime that seems to follow the bus 
route junction. I feel that law breakers must be brought to 
justice. (Convicted!)

There have been shootings in the Junction where we have 
always felt very safe at all hours.  Not pleased with large 
developments especially the one still in permit process on 
California & Alaska.  It doesn’t fit into the neighborhood.

No improvement in transportation, but huge and terrible 
increase in multifamily housing. Large hole in the ground 
taking out businesses, total loss of Huling Brothers.

Too many vacant lots along Fauntleroy.  Makes is seem 
very unfriendly.

I am still frustrated that the Monorail was ditched. My 
family was very much looking forward to being able to 
use mass transportation to reach other parts of Seattle.     
While I am glad that there is more affordable housing in 
the WS Junction, I really wonder where all the cars are 
going to go. Plus, the development throughout W. Seattle 
has damaged the roads.

I think that the townhomes being built in this area are 
awful.  Very ugly (plain and uninspired) designs, no open 
space, buildings are way too big for the lots they are on.
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See my earlier comments.  Additionally the downtown-
bound bus service is only that.  It delivers passengers to 
the base of 1st Hill.  All the hospitals and most medical 
clinics are at the top, another half hour away by transfer 
to an unpredicatable connecting route.  Soaked to the 
skin and cold to the bone for too many years, I gave 
up the fight to work as a nurse there.  Meanwhile my 
colleagues were whisked to work from distant suburbs in 
new and comfortable buses from as far away as Tacoma.  
Where is the concern for Seattleites who pay the huge tax 
burdens to live here?

Some of the stores are closed or not that nice to shop at.

I am unhappy with the style of the townhouses being 
built. They provide a blank wall to look at from street 
level. I would like to see light rail connected to west 
seattle. the increase in public drunkenness at night has 
made me feel less safe.

The home burglaries and automobile burglaries/damage 
has been on the rise of late and I am EXTREMELY 
disappointed with the lack of a police presence in the 
area.

Remove the old, build NEW

The new park slated to go into the Junction is in a poor 
location. The current farmers market site would make 
an excellent park.    California ave in the Junction should 
be narrowed. 4 lanes is excessive and the space could be 
better used for sidewalks.

Do not put parking meters on California Ave around 
the Junction.  This area is very vibrant and anything to 
dampen that would be a travesty.

Plans for new buildings - especially condos seem 
unchecked -  ugly incompatible designs, lack of 
transporations planning (how are all these new resdients 
going to get over the bridge? A potential traffice mess ).   
Why do we need more grocery stores and an chain office 
supply store in the junction? Kepp the mom and pop 
quality? restrict big chain stores to Westwood Village.

I am dissatisfied with the amount of townhouses that 
have gone up, although that may be more of a personal 
aesthetics choice.

Transportation is more a Metro issue with a night time 
commute (8pm from Montlake to West Seattle takes 
almost an 1hr 30mins) and buildings interferring with 
sidewalks.

No More town houses or condo’s! Found a 
Nickels Damage Control District to buyback such 
atrocities, demolish them, and rebuild SFR’s for real 
neighborhoods...we have quite enough urban areas, 
thank you.

SDOT pursuing pay parking, to put it plain and simple, 
sucks.

Dislike the height of new condos and dislike big box 
stores.  Need better transportation to address the 
increases in population.

West Seattle needs better bus routes and a connection to 
the light rail.  For example, there is no bus that goes East-
West, so one must connect through downtown to get 
to Rainier Valley and Columbia city.  Please put in a bus 
route like this.  As well, there are no good neighborhood 
routes.  There needs to be a route that covers all of WS.  
For example, if I want to go to Camp Long from the 
Junction, I have to transfer buses.  This takes longer than 
getting to downtown.  Also, there isn’t a route that takes 
passengers from north Delridge into the Junction.    I 
commute by bus 4 days a week and would love to ride 
more often, but can not spend 40 minutes going 3 miles.

The new buildings stand out instead of complimenting 
the existing neighborhood.  Lack of any new light rail 
or additional transit with the coming destruction of the 
viaduct doesn’t bode well. More buses won’t suffice as we 
all have to cross the W. Seattle bridge.

Transportation:  While there are many buses that leave 
from the junction to downtown. the routes to get to the 
junction are comoletely inadequate.I live Northwest 
of the junction and the terrain makes it difficult and 
timely to walk to the junction to catch a bus.  we have 
one option to get downtown (the 57) which only runs 
weekdays during commuting hours.  the 51 schedule is 
not often enough and runs in one direction only making it 
a long ride to the junction.

Many streets around California remain in poor repair 
(35th, Fauntleroy)
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No light rail connection.  No real plans for light rail 
connection.  Light rail is very much needed between W. 
Seattle and Ballard.    The Vashon Ferry shouldn’t land 
in W. Seattle when almost all the passengers want to go 
downtown.  They simply add to congestion, pollution, 
road speeds, and do not contribute to our local economy.  
Send the ferry downtown.

Would like to see the project located at 40th and Alaska 
get back underway, instead of having to live with the 
large fenced-off hole in the ground that is currently there.  
Would also like to see a mix of businesses revitalize the 
Alaska/Fauntleroy intersection, either by remodeling the 
former car dealership lot, or demolishing these structures 
and starting anew.

Seattles trasportation system works well as it was 
designed, spoke and hub (ie, suburbs & urban 
neighborhoods to/from downtown.  It does not work well 
to get between the neighborhoods and suburbs, ie West 
Seattle to Bellevue.

There needs to be a better way for people to get to 
and from the neighborhood. There are too many 
cars, especially commuting to downtown Seattle. 
The infrastructure has not kept up with the private 
development.

please stop allowing so many condos and townhomes to 
go in or at least make sure they aren’t ugly and cheaply 
made so someone will have to re-do them in 5 years

There have been multiple bank robberies, plus the recent 
shooting/stabbings and there seems to be steady home 
and car break ins in West Seattle.    I would like more 
transportation options to downtown and beyond without 
having to drive, i.e. monorail etc.

Parking - I honestly don’t see it as a problem.  I live on a 
fairly busy street (42nd by Holy Rosary) and cars turn-
over.  I do not want to see a requirement for residential 
parking passes like other neighborhoods (i.e. Capitol Hill, 
Queen Anne, etc).

I would like to see some of the not-so-nice buildings like 
Petco be torn down and replaced.

The alley behind the businesses looks terrible. This is 
unfortunate because it is the entryway to many of the 
businesses. Is there any way to hide the dumpsters and 
improve the way the back area looks? Not sure what the 
solution would be.

Whole Foods “Hole”.  Cheap condo conversions

I would looove to see a libray within walking distance of 
the Junction, and also some plans for linking WS to the 
new light rail system

I say transportation, because there are a lot of bus lines 
through West Seattle, but only one that serves my street, 
so it’s quite limited

Most new commercial and residential construction is out 
of character with the neighborhood.  Big box commercial 
and residential is ruining the character.

I think that there are a number of architecturally 
interesting buildings in West Seattle.  The downtown 
area with 2 story buildings is very attractive but with the 
onset of large developments this small town down town 
area is being lost.  I don’t want West Seattle to look like 
Belltown.

My complaint is not with the buildings or parks alone, but 
the fact that there has been no connection between the 
two yet. The new development does NOT attract families 
to live in them because families need open space AND 
connections to those open spaces from their residences. 
Where is the connection between these new buildings 
and the open spaces?

We needed that monorail, Mayor Nickels....    The 
Junction now has enough people that a library branch 
should be located in the neighborhood.    The design of 
the new highrises is uniformly ugly. Highrise buildings 
are great and we need them; we also need them to be 
beautiful, and they need more public and/or private 
greenspace.

More department stores, wading pools open earlier in the 
summer

I really hate the businesses that make our Junction look 
trashy -- Talaricos, 7/11, Rock Sport.  They attracted 
the worst people who commit crimes and vandalize.  
Jefferson Square needs improvements -- updating, 
inprove parking traffic flow.  Discourage low income 
housing in the area!!!!!  Let’s improve the neighborhood 
by improving the people we attract!!
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Many New buildings approved by the SW design review 
board seem to lack guiding principles/policies of the 
WSJunction Neighborhood Guidelines....why?     A large 
gateway park along fauntleroy & Alaska would enhance 
the neighborhood and the retail and residential buildings 
planned for the area.

We need a community center badly

I am very concerned about the increased density and its 
impact on the West Seattle bridge.  I commute to down 
town.

It is so difficult to park around Lincoln Park that it’s 
almost not worth the effort. Why not create another 
parking lot of move the side walk west and allow parking 
all along there.     Also, it would be nice to park on Alki. 
Like the old days.

Concerned about parking given the density that is going 
in, we are being impacted on my street.  Also concerned 
that all of the new buildings are going to ruin the small 
town feel of the Junction...do not want to be another 
Ballard

I lived in New York City before coming to Seattle and 
never had an issue with property crime.  But only 6 
months after moving to West Seattle I had a break-in 
attempt on my house.  There have been lots of car prowls 
and some drug activity and the police do not seem to 
have the personnel or resources to always respond to 
calls in a timely manner. I wish we had better and more 
vibrant businesses in the Junction.  The trend is improving 
but there are still too many downscale, outdated stores.  
I’d like to see more modernism in the architecture 
and less calls for “transitional” (read faux Craftsman) 
architecture.

The Huling Brothers site and the Whole Foods site are 
ugly and don’t do much for the Junction’s image, as they 
are the “gateway” to West Seattle when coming from the 
bridge.  The road along California south of the Junction 
is in terrible shape and has needed repaving for over 2 
years.

Put more human scale design into store fronts and first 
floor areas.  Really emphasize human scale and funky 
design.  Its not that cost prohibitive.  Its worth it over 
time.

Something should be done to improve the stretch from 
the WS Bridge to the vacant form Huling Bros car lots. 
That stretch is an eyesore.

Why is there no plan for linked light rail into and out of 
west seattle?  Without it, we are cut off from the city and 
the city is cut off from us.

Lack of care of school grounds and buildings.  Not enough 
traffi police that make routine stops, (speeding, running 
of lights, failure to stop at stop signs).  Roads have gone 
to the pot holes.

Bland and downright ugly Mega developments,Way out 
of scale, No setbacks. “Canyon”,soon to be created by 
Connor Develop.on Calif. Ave. (What were we thinking of 
to allow this to happen?)   Cheesy looking town houses 
(six packs?).

We need more parks/open spaces for dogs and people.  
Parks should include a place for animals, as well as a 
seperate place for children to play

All the new apartments and condos are making West 
Seattle not as neighborhoody and small town like. When 
all these units are sold or rented out, traffic is going to be 
awful. I’m scared they will take away the free parking lots, 
install parking meters, and get rid of the all way walk. 
Doing those things, which make the Junction SO UNIQUE 
in Seattle would be heartbreaking. We’d just be like every 
other neighborhood.

Stalled projects like Whole Foods is an eyesore and hurts 
the community.

Not satisfied with the amount of GANG violance in Alki on 
the holidays and weekends.  Need more anti-gang patrols 
and cop presence.

Too many condos were greenlighted without any regard 
for the surrounding neighborhoods/traffic. Now we’re 
paying for all that greed.

density doesn’t work when few alternatives to the 
automobile exist.

We are having more in home and in car break ins, 
robberies, and assaults in the neighborhood.  ( I was born 
and raised here.)
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Would like the Avalon area cleaned up, would like to see 
more hip shops and restaurants along Avalon like in the 
junction, less apartments, more single family homes  
More playgrounds  Too much trash lying around

We live on Genesee Hill, which has horrible Metro bus 
service. We are provided only with the 51, which goes 
clockwise around West Seattle, and doesn’t make 
connections with the other bus routes in the Admiral 
and Alaska Junctions. And we have the express 57, which 
doesn’t run late enough in the morning or evening to 
accommodate my husband’s work schedule, requiring 
that he walk about 3/4 of a mile to get to the 56 bus route 
(which he should be able to connect with from the 51, but 
that bus makes it to the transfer bus stop 2 minutes later 
than the 56).

Need much better bike lanes. Need more flashing 
crosswalks.

unless you live right in the west seattle junction, public 
transportation is terrible both to downtown and to other 
parts of west seattle. considering the impending changes 
to the viaduct and the increased density, there should be 
stronger bus or other (water?) options.

very sad about the monorail not being built

The new mixed use buidings reduce the “small-town” feel 
of our neighborhood.  The height and density of these 
new developments take away our vistas and reduce our 
sense of community. We don’t need so many grocery 
stores - our neighborhood will have a Safeway, QFC and 
Whole Foods (if the development evolves beyond the 
hole in the ground), within a few miles of the Admiral 
Safeway, Met Market, Thriftway and PCC.

uncompleted development/partial development 
specifically related to the Whole Foods hole at Fauntleroy 
and Alaska. Safety: we have had a rash of car prowls and 
bank robberies!

Cheap materials used in new apts. (siding, windows)  No 
department store. Still need to drive to Southcenter to 
buy most items other than groceries.  Alki Homestead 
Restaurant run down

Parking enforcement spends too much time on marking 
cars in the Junction for time limits and not enough on 
safety issues such as parking in red zones.  As traffic 
increases on main streets the driveway clearances need 
to be enforced.  This is particularly a problem leaving 
from multi-tenant buildings on California.  Perhaps 
training needs to be conducted so parking enforcement 
personnel are aware of these limits and enforce them.

The Junction area does not have good recreational 
options like a community center or nice park

Population density is overwhelming street capacity.  
Enough already.  And the height of new buildings is 
beginning to create canyons in the Junction area, 
blocking sunlight.  Too much height!

Public safety is a huge problem in WS. Something needs 
to be done ASAP about gangs, domestic violence and 
burglaries.

Too much new construction.  Not enough transportation 
options.

more bus service--would like to take a bus to the junction 
without going miles out of the way or making a transfer

NO EASY ACCESS TO DOWNTOWN ONCE THE TUNNEL 
GOES IN...THE CITY ABSOLUTELY LEFT WEST SEATTLE 
OFF THE MAP (YOUR LARGEST COMMUNITY) WHEN 
IT CAME TO PLANNING.  TAKING ALASKAN WAY AS A 
SURFACE ROUTE ONCE PEOPLE COME OUT OF THE 
TUNNEL??? The City has allowed far to many condo-
type operations into West Seattle, especially along the 
CA/Edmunds and Alaska areas. ALSO, the narrowing 
of Fauntleroy from 4 car lanes to 2 is an act of sheer 
ignorance by your Traffic Engineers.   We all opposed it in 
the meetings...why did you move forward with bike lanes 
in a city where it rains 8 months out of the year?  Listen to 
your community and be prepared to convert it back when 
the population you serve complains.

Ercolini Park is 8-10 blocks from our house.  We still 
walk there but we really don’t have a close park at 
40th and genessee.  Not a lot of improvements in our 
neighborhood lately.

traffic concerns around lack of support (both from gov 
and community) for public transport options (more buses, 
connection to light rail - not to mention the looming 
viaduct replacement).
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Aside from the walk all ways light at California and 
Alaska, all lights seem to work for car traffic and only 
change for pedestrians when a)the walk button has 
been pushed and b)car traffic warrants the changing of 
the light.  And, even then, I have waited more than one 
complete cycle without having the walk sign change.  If 
we want people out of their cars, it is imperative to make 
walking safe and pleasant.

many of the new buildings are multi unit condos/
townhouses creating a huge number of cars that need 
to go back/forth across the ws bridge.  stop building so 
many condos!!  not sure what the occupancy rate is, but 
it’s getting out of hand.

looks rundown in some areas, especially with the whole 
foods construction site.

There seems to be less parking when I do drive to the 
area.

A lot of the new buildings have really mundane 
architecture -- I don’t think the Design Review process 
really delivers the quality that it should.

Many empty commercial buildings after closure of huling 
brothers, and failure of the whole foods projects.  Would 
be nice to have a library in the junction.  Loss of the 
monorail was a terrible blow to transportation options 
out of west seattle.   Need more community police,  petty 
crimes are up.

Connor project portends the end of the neighborhood 
feel of the Junction.

Too many condos and ugly townhouse type buildings

With the viaduct going down, it’s important we design 
transportation, our business district and food system as if 
we were on an island (really close to Seattle).

There should be better transportation options to West 
Seattle, like light rail

There are no trees!  New buildings are hideous.

It is alarming the number of banks being robbed in West 
Seattle and in the Junction.

Don’t enjoy being left with a huge open pit at the corner 
of Alaska & Fauntleroy.

WAY too much multi-family housing (i.e. townhomes, 
apartments) where single-family homes used to exist.  
Too many unsolved home robberies (including my home).  
Too many vacant commercial spaces and uncompleted 
projects.

While I appreciate the buses that do come through 
the Junction, I feel we are left out of many city-wide 
expansion plans for the future. I’d love to see more 
forward-thinking ideas regarding public transportation, 
especially in regards to the Viaduct construction, and how 
this will affect the West Seattle Bridge traffic flow.

Design review of projects in the neighborhood 
should take into account the need for using quality/
sustainable construction materials.  Design should 
reflect the community character while allowing for 
some architectural creativity but should avoid cookie-
cutter designs as is evidenced by some of the newer 
developments.

NA

Would like to see more shelters along Metro bus lines.  
Jefferson Square appearance deteriorating.  Whole Foods 
project a persistent eyesore.  Huling Brothers campus 
expansive yet vacant.  Pedestrian crossings mid-street 
on Calif. ave, and at the intersection of Alaska and 42nd 
unsafe from careless motorists.

pothole in the road cost me $500.00

We on Pigeon Point (North Delridge) still do not have a 
way to bus directly to the Junction or the Admiral District 
shopping area.    We have lots of car prowlers and daytime 
crimes happening in our neighborhood.

more condos brings more cars and and noise, more 
people loitering feels unsafe, new buildings are too high 
and dense.  The loss of Pathfinder k-8 was a blow.  Loss of 
parking behind Petco a drag, as well as the whole foods 
hole and that area being neglected.

New building construction pays little attention to parking, 
lighting and size (too large and tall).

Unfortunately, car break-ins and home thefts seem to 
have increased substantially in the last 5 years in our 
neighborhood.  I also have major concerns about the 
number of condominiums being built in the Junction area 
and their impact on traffic congestion.
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Too much “park and hide” going on in the junction 
neighborhood.  Developers seem not to have to provide 
parking for their tenants/owners.

The public schools in the area are overcrowded and 
unsupported by city government.  There are limited 
public school options.  Public transport to anywhere other 
than downtown is poor.

we need more transit/buses  too many ugly massive 
townhomes and houses

To many apartment buildings and condos units being 
built in the area.  The area is getting overcrowed and 
ruining the family neighborhood atmosphere.

More comprehensive environmental impact statements 
on how large new buildings affect the environment, 
traffic, population density and overall community.

Now that the reality of height is apparent on 42nd I am 
concerned that if we do not adjust the height limit on 
California and get better set backs it will turn into a “dark 
space” for much of the day..California runs North/South 
and light wll be an issue .As more people come in we do 
not have the infrastructure in place to support it..parking 
transportation  I am concerned about the lack of design 
and how most buildings are generic in appearance. One 
has only to go around the city and they all look the same. 
Boring boxes with much of the same colors. I believe it 
was apparent in the Urban Village plan that we did not 
want to be Bellevue or look like “anywhere.” We wanted 
to retain some of our funky charm and I do not think that 
the plan we set in place gets allot of respect in that area.

There continues to be petty crime in the area, and 
although there is a strong police presence, it doesn’t 
seem as if there are enough officers to respond to break 
ins, car break ins, drug deals, etc...

Extremely unhappy about rejection of a highly desirable 
transportation solution.  Very worried about not 
responding seriously to climate change and leaving 
our problems to our children.  It’s a critical issue and a 
watershed time.

Ongoing concerns regarding reducing crime -- from theft 
to vandalism to drug use in the Junction.    Concerns 
about commercial spaces that are empty and the stalled 
Whole Foods project along Fauntleroy.

For a neighborhood of this quality our transportation 
(mass transit) and parks/open space are both lacking 
greatly.

Serious lack of good-sized park here.  It’s like a stepchild 
vs. favorite child (Admiral).

-Transportation does not meet the needs of a world class 
city.  -Some of the new construction / rezoning seems out 
of character.

I was a monorail supporter and was very disappointed 
when it failed. Huling, selling to Gee shortly after 
very effective opposition, made that sting even more.  
Housing prices falling, well what can we do. Personally, I 
feel like I live in a blighted neighborhood now--vandalized 
buidlings within a few blocks--a giant hole in the ground 
where a promised business pulled out, and a lame excuse 
of a park at 42nd Ave.  Come on, not one tree or bench!

We’re not getting the transportation support and 
foresight that we need. New developments are cookie 
cutter/big box and will look even worse over time. 
Allowing huge new multi-family dwellings to encroach on 
single family neighborhoods is troubling and apalling.

The transportation from West Seattle to downtown isn’t 
bad, it can be challenging though with the buses that 
come from the Vashon ferry as they often don’t have 
enough space to pick up additional passengers or seem to 
run as often as they should.    In terms of public facilities, 
there is a library on 35th but that’s about it. It’d be great 
to have a library closer to the junction.

FAR too many McMansions and boxy condos and 
apartments replacing charming single-family homes. This 
is killing our neighborhoods.

Businesses do not have a good transportation/parking 
plan for their employees and business trucks. Many park 
in the surrounding streets leaving it hard to find parking 
near your home.

There is quite a bit of crime still in our neighborhood, 
and all over West Seattle. Break ins, car burglaries, etc. It 
doesnt’ feel safe to walk at night on the sidestreets, most 
of which do not have adequate street lights if any at all.
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We live in the “urban core” at 45th & Dawson, yet have 
no library or community center within walking distance.  
Fairmount Park school or Genesee Hill school are both 
closed and could be transformed into a community 
center/library to serve our growning neighborhood needs.

Crime seems to be increasing.  Stores and restaurants 
closing. Our streets are in terrible condition.

While other parts of the city have seen the benefit of 
mass transit (such as link light rail), West Seattle, and 
the Junction have not had the same benefit.  People 
living along the 35th Avenue Corridor are particularly 
underserved, and bus routes to downtown almost 
invariably require at least one transfer, which is extremely 
inconvenient and discourages bus use.

The existing parks and open spaces are great, as are the 
new Ercolini/Dakota St. parks - but a great park space 
opportunity, right on Alaska and 42nd is an ignored blight 
that was promised to be fixed since the 1980s.     Also, I 
am ok with new buildings, but what is with allowing the 
QFC to go up right next to a Safeway and future Whole 
Foods - seems like a crazy place for a new grocery store.  
(Also current construction blocking off the street not 
only takes away a key bus stop, but is creating a safety 
hazard for anyone getting off at the bus stop before the 
construction site heading west - there is no way to safely 
cross the street so most people are running across 4 lanes 
of traffic on Alaska!)    Also allowing the budget issues 
that gives us a huge hole in the ground for Whole Foods 
without finishing development.

Rapid Ride is a flawed attempt at bringing more 
transportation options to our neighborhood.  Increased 
density and the lack of ability for DPD to monitor 
approved designs and hold developers accountable to 
guidelines is frustrating to say the least.  Parking is an 
ever growing problem and the idea of meters is awful.  
An RPZ is needed to protect the minimal parking for 
residents and reduce the park and hide users and growing 
business employees parking in residential neighborhoods.

The Junction ‘lost’ the monorail, Metro service to the 
Junction & Downtown is crowded and somewhat 
adequate, however Metro service to the Junction from 
the different areas of West Seattle is severely lacking

Traffic has increased with all of the apartment buildings 
and condos.  I could do with less development.

It’s become very hard to afford to live here, and the 
neighborhood (Avalon/Fauntleroy access) is dirty and 
sometimes feels unsafe. There are empty buildings and 
unfinished projects here, and no feeling of community in 
this area.

I’d like a LOT more greenspace and a LOT more trees - if 
we could put the parking underground and make all of 
that park area the Junction would be beautiful.  I wish we 
had a library closer.

The busses are relatively unusable for our family. Our 
neighborhood is safe, but I feel like West Seattle is seeing 
more crime. The empty car dealerships and building 
projects are a blight.

The loss of the MonoRail Project was a huge 
dissappointment.

Crime and traffic.  better biking  safety.

The type/quality of buildings along Fauntleroy Way, 
from the WS Bridge past Alaska, remain an eyesore and 
of inferior appeal. Traffic along Fauntleroy way is much 
heavier, and access to WS Junction via WS Bridge is 
getting worse.

New housing seems to be cheap and poorly designed.  
How is space for waste cans not a part of the design?  
Since almost households have recycling, yard waste (food 
compost) and trash, there are three large cans to deal 
with.  Building designs SHOULD absolutely be required to 
have a space on the property so that people/multi-family 
properties don’t store their cans in the alley.  Ridiculous.   
Where is the foresight here?     Transportation - not a lot 
of convenient, quick options.  Driving traffic is awful over 
the bridge during commute times and no plans to change 
that - only adding more people to West Seattle.

There needs to be more frequent and logical ways to get 
from WS to anywhere outside of WS beyond using a car. 
The buses don’t run enough or require a trip to the airport 
to get to the eastside. It shouldn’t take an hour to get to 
Capitol Hill...

It seems like we’ve almost added all the housing slated 
for the Junction, but I haven’t seen any improvement in 
the bus schedules. (Though the bus lane on the bridge is 
nice.) I’ve basically given up on taking the bus to work (at 
the UW) because I can BICYCLE in the same amount of 
time as it takes for the bus. Also, better bicycling routes 
to the bike path to downtown would be awesome.
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The addition of large office buildings have created a 
channel effect and blocked light. Townhomes have 
increased density and increased parking problems.

There is a lack of parking for all of the new apartments 
that are being built in the junction. More and more issues 
finding parking close to home. More transient type 
individuals in the area creates feeling of lack of safety. 
With new rentals even more transient population moving 
in that don’t value neighborhood as they have now 
ownership in it.

I hate the new development, I hate the Fauntleroy 
realignment which is possibly the worst idea I have seen 
this city come up with and implement.  We need more 
bus routes, less transfers, and longer operating times.  It 
should not be easier to get downtown on the bus from 
Burien or Tukwilla than it is from West Seattle, or from 
anywhere in the north end to West Seattle.

Parking at the Junction is a disaster.  How will traffic 
congestion coming into WS and leaving WS via 
Fauntleroy be handled once a decision is made regarding 
the Viaduct?  Concerned about safety up at the Junction 
due to gang activity and other suspicious activity at one 
of the bars up at the Junction.  Hesitate to go up there in 
the evenings due to shootings in recent history, not to 
mention other criminal activity.

I think there could be better safety going on in the West 
Seattle Junction, seems to a lack of it.

see previous statements

The darn concrete condo buildings 7 stories high that 
they keep building anywhere there is a patch of land. 
Please make it stop!!!!

Previously expressed.

it really seems like there should be a real park closer to 
the junction.  the closest ones are more than a mile away.  
also, everyone here is white.

It was a mistake to allow tall buildings on California 
Avenue and Alaska Street.  It looks hideous and this type 
of housing is ruining any sense of community that we still 
have left.

if you lived here you would know

Too many sardines crammed into one can!

Too many big development projects, height of projects 
increasing. No change/improvement for transportation 
despite the rapidly increasing density.

we coulda had a monorail!

I’ve attended some of the meetings about proposed 
development & my impression is that the development 
in this area (as well as development throughout Seattle) 
is completely profit-driven. Even when the developers 
make an overture to gather input from the community, 
we are only able to shape small details regarding their 
cookie-cutter vision of mixed use. What I mean by cookie-
cutter is a reference to trendy shops & restaurants at 
street level, & primarily indoor-only living spaces (small 
units with tiny balconies) above.    I am concerned that as 
sporadic developer-driven development happens in the 
Junction area, without a lot of big-picture planning, the 
big parcels of land will be gone & we will be less able to 
address other community needs (such as a hospital).     I 
would like to see this neighborhood, & West Seattle as a 
whole, be a community in which we can grow older. By 
that I mean walkable, safe, & well-designed.

Bicycling to and from West Seattle is a harrowing 
experience. The “designated” bike routes up Avalon to 
35th and Fauntleroy NEED bike lanes, or “sharrows” at 
the very least. Fauntleroy and 35th feel like freeways. 
As a homeowner on 35th for only 1 1/2 years, there have 
been 2 pedestrian deaths on 35th within 10 blocks of 
my house. Traffic needs to SLOW DOWN!!!!! Thanks for 
the upgrades to Fauntleroy that are going on right now. 
Please do the same for 35th!

Fauntelroy Corridor from West Seattle Bridge to Junction 
is embarrassing.  Empty lots, giant hole, trash and power 
lines.  Really ugly!

Tall ugly buildings are ruining the character of the area.  
New construction and growth has raised rents forcing out 
traditional small shops.  We are getting a lot of bars and 
restaurants that don’t even open until 4 pm.

I would like to see more high density housing in the 
junction so the small business have enough people near 
by to support them. It seems it takes way too long to get 
any new buildings through design review and when they 
are done with it the buildings look like they are designed 
by a committee

There is no library close enough to walk to
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The commute in and out of West Seattle toward I-5 has 
always been a challenge due to the bottleneck nature of 
our peninsula.  It’s a little disconcerting to see all these 
mixed-use building going in with 100’s of apartments and 
condos being added.  If a good transportation system 
isn’t put in place, getting around is going to get pretty 
bad.

Don’t feel safe.

We don’t have the monorail. We don’t have a light rail 
station in the works. We are gridlocked getting out of 
west Seattle in the morning.

Business district is one I am most pleased about and 
also dissatisfied with. The Whole Foods hole and 
abandoned Huling lots are an eyesore and blight on the 
neighborhood. There also seems to be an increase in 
solicitors and crime in the area. Finally, the dissolution 
of the monorail was very disappointing, as are the bus 
options - they seem to go “around the edges” but I have 
to walk quite a distance, uphill, to get to a stop.

I am dissapointed the Monorail did not make it here.  I 
am dissatisfied with the architecture of all of the new 
buildings, which appear to be cookie-cutter to one 
another and immediately blend into a bland mass.

Stop “Balard-izing” West Seattle, please!

We lack a good public transportation system to 
accommodate the increased density sought by the 
city.  We need light rail or a monorail type system that 
connects us to Downtown and the new light rail system 
running between downtown and the airport.

I don’t know where you got the figure for gross rents, but 
good luck finding anything under $900. I also don’t know 
where you got your median housing costs, what a joke.  I 
can’t find anything really under $400k that isn’t ready to 
fall down.

I would like to see streets that encourage walking.  Avalon 
& 35th are sooo busy yet, it would be great to use these 
walkways to and from busing and the California business 
district.  I think more friendly sidewalks and more trees 
and plantings would help.

Everyone talks about making West Seattle more 
welcoming to visitors, but the moment you arrive in 
West Seattle, all you see is power lines and a disjointed 
business area.   Can the power lines be placed 
underground?  Such a big expense, but I am cetain that 
the public would support such an initiative.  It it costs 
money, put it to the voters in this precinct.   It will have 
overwhelming support.

I’m concerned that the height of the new buildings and 
their placement will make some of the portions of the 
neighborhood seem like a tunnel.  Views have been 
eliminated by some of the bldgs degrading the value of 
some properties.

The architecture and signage do not align. The entrance 
to the Junction from Fauntleroy is largely abandoned 
buildings, gas stations and construction sites. That area is 
very ugly.

Up on the fields we do have is poor.

Transportation along California Ave. SW has increased 
considerably and at times difficult to get around 
efficiently

I’m tired of an overwhelming amount of grocery stores 
coming up in this area and no guidelines on how new 
building look. So many ugly new constructions.

Although the bus system is adequate right now for my 
needs to commute Downtown quickly, I worry about the 
long-term plan for transit options to Downtown with 
the viaduct removal looming and no plans for light rail 
or a street car to West Seattle. The current bus routes to 
Downtown use the viaduct, and I think the ride times will 
increase after the viaduct comes down unless some other 
corridor is identified for receiveing rapid transit priority 
and the infrastructure is complete by the time the viaduct 
comes down.

Everyday there are houses and cars broken into.

There are too many townhouses and condos going up. 
Not only along California but also in whatused to be 
purely single family home neighborhoods.

Too many new/remodeled buildings with insufficient 
parking
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Zoning needs to be on the table for discussion.  
Preservation of the character of the 
neighborhood needs to be accounted for in the 
new construction projects.

A lot more needs to be done to reach the vision.

We lack safe cycling streets.  Too much emphasis 
is being placed on motor vehicle traffic.  We need 
more support for cyclist including dedicated bike 
lanes, not just share rows.  We need to encourage 
biking and we need a better mass transportation 
system supporting our neighborhood.

The urban village in alive and thriving!!

ercolini park

I have not lived here long enough to judge.

I think that the increased density is happening 
which is what the city wants but unfortunately 
it’s at the detriment to the business district that 
is the heart of West Seattle.  The city should find 
a way to incourage development of open parking 
lots such as the old Huling area before they allow 
developers to tear down 100 year old homes with 
character.  Also, I think in planning the need for 
daylight in the neighborhood business district 
has been overlooked.  With 5 story condo high 
rises along California it will gradually be hemmed 
in and feel like a canyon.

I don’t think the Fauntleroy revitalization has 
worked at all - that area seems industrial and 
unappealling to me.  The Plan doesn’t address 
public transportation at all.

Fauntleroy gateway is a disaster with chain fast 
food joints and vacant car lots.

the business district is independent/local, vibrant 
and walkable at any time of day or night.

The mixed use core has definitely been 
strengthened.

As I described in detail, the neighborhood plan is 
big fat lie.  I am sick of hearing about the “vision” 
and “strategies” of sanctimonious hypocrites 
who don’t give a damn about the lives and 
communities they are ruining.

I’m not sure my visions are at all in keeping with the ones in the 
plan

I think the plan can not do enough to keep the neighborhood 
vibrant. That has more to do with the schools and the commercial 
viability that give an area it’s character

Planning for the redevelopment of the Fauntleroy Gateway is 
critical.  This area is ripe.

The concentration of apartment & condo housing does not meet 
the vision of a ‘small town atmosphere.’

the gaps in the Huling Bros area are a negative, but other 
businesses on the ‘strip’ seem to be doing well despite the 
economy.  Mix of incomes and housing is good, but too many 
condos makes it too dense for a small neighborhood.

It’s losing the “small town atmospere” and also the “attractive 
residential neighborhood”.  Traffic flow has gotten worse and 
parking in the junction is getting more scarce.

Parking.  Ugly building facades that will only get worse with age.  
Wait and see.

Thanks to the big-box developments that are being allowed in, 
we are losing our unique, small-town feel.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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seems like progress has been or is being made on the 
items listed in the plan. The Junction is definitely much 
livelier and more interesting now.

“Between 41st and 44th Avenues SW and SW Genesee 
Street and SW Edmunds Street by improving; traffic 
flow and circulation; pedestrian safety and access; 
business retention and recruitment; parking; and the 
architectural character.” The only items on here that are 
being improved is business retention and recruitment 
and pedestrian safety to some extent with the raised 
crosswalks. Traffic flow and circulation, pedestrian access, 
parking, and architectural character are not much better, 
and some are worse than before. 
“To create a community gateway that reflects the 
character of the rest of the neighborhood, presents 
a positive image, and improves pedestrian safety 
and amenities, traffic flow and general aesthetic  
appearance.” Not at all. The new park will help 
somewhat, but the Whole Foods hole and the cookie-
cutter architecture of the new buildings work against 
this goal. Pedestrians, in particular, are neglected east 
of the Junction along Fauntleroy. The area is not bicycle-
friendly; the sharrows don’t help the Junction much--too 
much is going on for safe bicycle riding.

i am pleased about the junction park to be built.  
i think that the gateway to west seattle (fauntleroy, 
just as you veer off the west seattle bridge) is very ugly, 
and needs landscaping.  I do not understand why other 
communities can have better landscaping of open space.  
this is the most important piece of property, setting the 
tone for people’s impression of the community they are 
entering.

We have had the increase in population, but between 
too high condos and the really ugly accessory units in the 
backyards, I am not impressed.

The city supports parks....great! 
The DPD design review board does not follow the WS 
Junction Neighborhood Design Guidelines policy - WHY? 
It is policy, yet it is not followed.

The plans goals to update and keep the Junction thriving 
are working and still being pursued.

Hard for me to estimate the average price of houses or 
the relative distribution of multi-family dwellings.

I don’t believe that preservation of the small town 
atmosphere is being given much priority.

The big hole on fauntleroy!

Can always do better with more money!

Seems like there’s a tangible effort taking place in the 
Junction for business and development, which is great.  
Maybe not as much on the open space/parks subject.

They seem to be proceeding, though possibly more 
slowly than necessary

Since the goal was cramming more low income 
multifamily housing here instead of in high income 
neighborhoods then its successful, however it leads to 
deterimental effects in the neighborhood; increases in 
crime and huge increase of parking issues.

Gross rents seem to be significantly higher than 
anticipated, and I think we have more families with small 
children (and that’s not a bad thing).

the strategy of improving the Fauntleroy gateway into 
the junction is not being implemented well.  There is a 
lot of undeveloped/vacant space and the area is very 
unattractive.

Empty buildings and huge holes in the ground are not 
part of my vision.

As I said, the height limits and desired neighborhood 
feeling we asked for is generally toothless and ignored. 
We are at a turning point and now that some of the “big 
ones” are here, their reality is a wake up call. There is allot 
of good that has been done but now we are to the “hard 
part”  We are the WS Junction and we do not want to be 
generic.

West Seattle didn’t want urban villiages but we got them 
anyway. 
You can sleep here but you still need to go outside WS 
to buy most things. We need a department store at the 
junction.

There has definitely not been much progress on an 
inviting gateway on Fauntleroy -- right now, the biggest 
feature of the gateway is a gaping hole in the ground.  
Hopefully, when the economy recovers, we’ll make 
some progress on this.  Also -- Fauntleroy needs better 
pedestrian amenities.

Transportation  needs more attention.  There is currently 
no easy way to connect to the link light rail.
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I see continuous improvement. The junction is more 
interesting and vibrant than it was 12 years ago when 
I moved to West Seattle. The street and sidewalk 
improvements have helped. I am happy to see a plan for a 
park/plaza started.

The visions themselves were flawed, failing to taking into 
account the chokepoints of access to W. Seattle making 
enhanced density a *very bad* idea.

Still allowing too much height development and 
population density.  The roads aren’t prepared for the 
incoming cars and the canyon effect is changing the look 
and feel of the Junction.

The DRB process is ineffective, they don’t build it 
anyway.  The Guidelines are ignored by developers and 
the city only looks to them when there is a public outcry 
to do so.  These guidelines should be required of all 
new development.  Alley vacations should be out of the 
question.  Use the arterials for what they were created 
for, efficient bus transportation arterials.  Allowing 
developers to just leave a big hole in the ground or 
an empty sea of concrete for years with no positive 
alternative to the public, tax them on the previous level 
when they had a business there.  Still no Gateway to West 
Seattle and when you get here you think dead trashed 
out neighborhood.

Transporation is a key issue for the neighborhood plan 
and it is largely a failure.  Admiral District’s plan calls 
for trusting in some unspecified future solution.  This is 
misguided, false and needs to be reconsidered/re-written.  
New bike lanes to downtown are good, but not nearly 
enough.

I think some aspects of managing the growth are working 
well.  I don’t think the benefits of increased but controlled 
density are actually coming to fruition though.

There should be zoning to protect the heart of the 
junction from the projects that are coming. We have 
public meetings with developers, but in the end their 
design gets through whether the public wants it or not.

The neighborhood plan focuses almost entirely on 
the urban junction area, and does not do much for the 
surrounding area, much of which is not within walking 
distance of the junction.l

no Monorail, and getting out of West Seattle in the 
morning has become a real pain.

I’m not seeing a lot of progress on the “strengthen the 
Fauntleroy Gateway” part of the plan, but “strengthening 
the mixed-use core” part is definitely on its way.

The gateway to West Seattle is UGLY and is now even 
worse with the closing of Huling Brothers Automotive 
Group. No trees or plants on the way in, just ugly 
buildings.

Parks and community centers going well....   impact from 
constant new and taller buildings/condos not going well.  
Need more study on the impact of population density on 
the community, on crime and on lack of open sky.

Hopefully, with foresight, our neighborhood plan will 
ensure a livable future for us all.

I think the vibrancy of the junction is improving and the 
business district is definitely strong; not pleased with 
the development/construction that never gets finished. 
Too many abandoned/empty building at Fauntleroy and 
Alaska...they are a blight and a safety issue.

I think the small business side of the plan is going well. 
The small businesses moving into the Junction are 
independent stores/restaurants, are family friendly, 
and look great. The areas where bigger businesses are 
concerned, i.e. Whole Foods and Huling are a disaster. 
Although, the QFC is moving along and Mural seems to 
be pretty good.

We need better transportation to downtown seattle 
and beyond.  Crime is a serious problem in parts of West 
Seattle.  Something needs to be done about the whole 
foods hole and the general entry point of west seattle.  It 
looks dirty, run down and uninviting as you exit the bridge 
and enter west seattle.

The neighborhood plans are 10 years old and many were 
written by NIMBYs. The city has changed a lot since the 
90s and people are more willing to accept density. Its 
time to re-write them. They don’t take global warming 
into account.

I was very disappointed when the monorail didn’t come 
to town.  WSe need a rapid way to get down town and to 
the airport.

See previous comments.

I think the neighborhood is progressing pretty well with 
it’s vision and strategies.
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I believe the estimate of how many more people moving 
in is underestimated based on the number of new apts. 
being built.

The plan says that it aims to retain the unique flavor of 
the junction. However, I am seeing more and more small 
businesses leave as rents rise and parking decreases. 
It is becoming a less friendly place for unique small 
businesses.

Some areas of the urban village are beginning to acheive 
the vision of a vibrant retail core. Other areas are still 
under-developed and not aesthetically pleasing. It has 
been difficult to maintain single family neighborhoods 
within a couple blocks of the Junction, and I question the 
logic in keeping such low residential density, sometimes 
on the same block as new 5-8 story mixed-use projects.

Both of the key strategies are far from realization, and 
if anything are farther from realization today than they 
were 10 years ago.

I attend almost all design reviews and it rarely comes up; 
not sure past plan is making any impact

The Fauntleroy gateway is still a long way from being an 
inviting entrance to the Junction.

see some changes, not much

most are being met, recent economic difficulties have left 
the gateway area a wasteland.

as stated earlier, mixed results with an overall positive 
change.

Parking is listed as an item and a study was done (I’m 
not sure were the results are).  Parking is a significant 
problem especially with City of Seattle looking to add 
meters to raise money for the government.

A lot of work needs to be done on Fauntleroy as a 
gateway to the junction.  A lot of empty properties and 
shuttered businesses.

The Neighborhood Plan id dominated by the business 
district,,,needs more emphasis on some of the residential 
neighborhoods to the west.

There really aren’t any pedestrian areas to meet up with 
friends or to sit and have lunch. That would be a welcome 
addition.

The junction still retains a small town feel although that 
feeling diminishes with each cheap condo that goes 
up.  The junction is pedestrian and bicycle friendly.  I 
enjoy shopping at the junction and art walk is fun.  The 
shopping environment is great and I usually see someone 
from my neighborhood at the deli or farmers market.

I have not heard any plans for all the land from Gee 
Motors (Hauling Bros.) business property. It seems like 
the vacant property around Fauntleroy Ave and Alaska 
would be excellent for a signature public spade - a very 
stunningly beautirful/intriguing Park art and open park 
space for concerts, play ground, outside community 
gatherings. It’s such an excellent and rare opportunity 
to snatch some fantastic land to benefit the entire 
community. Something cool like the Space Needle - 
some signature piece that would draw people into West 
Seattle to live and work. Plus, the space is in easy walking 
distance to existing transit and the main business district 
in West Seattle. I would love to see something done with 
this space for the community.

The small town atmosphere is in jeopardy with all the 
new housing buildings going up. As for bike friendly?? 
I would love to ride my bike in West Seattle, but just 
by painting some bike symbols on California Ave, that 
doesn’t make it a bike friendly street (and those symbols 
are pretty much destroyed - you can’t make out what 
they are at all anymore - pretty much a waste of time and 
resources).

Would love to see more attention paid to the traffic/speed 
issues on Fauntleroy and 35th, the West Seattle Freeway-
to-Fauntleroy gateway, and the bicycle approach from 
downtown Seattle to Alaska Junction.

Need to have more bike-friendly streets.

Neighoborhood plans have not been a priority for 8 years 
so no one even knows what they are.

Things seem to be progressing on schedule.

Not maintaining a small town atmosphere.

More thought should be given to preserving the small 
business atmosphere and character of California Ave. 
Especially between Edmunds and Oregon. Avoid the 
canyon effect!!!  Keep the business area pedestrian 
friendly. Modify codes,etc. as necessary.
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I believe they are but no funding.  Not evidence on my 
block.

Development of Fauntleroy Triangle area has elevated in 
priority, there is a short window of opportunity to vastly 
improve this area through sensible development, public & 
private partnership/investment.

It seems like they are still a priority.

I think density and traffic should be looked at, along with 
transportation.

I think the city has a priorty for density but I think this 
can be achieved in multiple ways.  Allowing back yard 
cottages would increase density but would retain the 
neighborhood feel.  People move to a single family 
neighborhood because that is what they want to live in 
not to live amid condos and town homes.

Public transit should be mroe of a consideration for 
outlying areas.

Transportation needs to be the priority.

I am interested in more detail about the Fauntleroy 
entry into the Junction.  With the evacuation of Huling 
Brothers, I hope there is opportunity to make this area a 
key part of the West Seattle Junction and I hope it does 
not become high rise buildings or condominiums.

You’re kidding, right?

But then I don’t think they ever were.

supporting new and diverse businesses, keeping and 
starting open spaces and parks, and pedestrian safety are 
still top priorities.

PLUS transportation

Traffic calming may be more important than traffic flow.  
The original plan did not address the litter problem, 
nor enforcement of the law that is supposed to prohibit 
smoking within 25 feet of doors and windows. Walking 
the Junction is too often a matter of holding one’s breath.

I understand we need some density, but it should be 
done in a way which is complementary with the current 
character of the neighborhood.

Public transportation needs to be re-emphasized.

Maximizing housing density seems to be the first and last 
issue of concern.  They have had their way.

For instance, the “gateway” into the neighborhood (on 
Fauntleroy) hasn’t changed a bit - it’s uninviting and not 
representative of the neighborhood.  Also, making the 
area safer for pedestrians needs to remain a priority.

I think that the forecast for how many new and younger 
people would move into the Junction area was a little out 
of whack with what has happened. The newer residents 
seem more excited about the new development, idea of 
denser housing, bigger retailers, etc...

Although transportation is an alleged priority there has 
been no improvement in transportation at all.  Winter 
snow removal was a joke and I could not get to work for a 
week.

I think we should re-examine the density issue - these 
new mixed use properties are too large and out of place in 
our neighborhood.

With the loss of the monorail project and the property 
purchased by the city reverting back to private parties the 
SIZE of the Junction has changed in a negative way.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.
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The priorities seem vague to me so these questions are 
hard to answer.

Again, I would like to see the problems of graffiti and 
vandalism addressed.  Pay to park in the Alaska Junction 
business district kind-of sucks too.

Opposition to townhouses and condo’s is strong and 
growing.

I’m confused about the priorities.  The acheivements in 
community gathering spots and open areas are great, but 
the builders seem to still be able to build however tall and 
dense they want.  The priorities seem to be clashing.  Sure 
we have more spots, but they are becoming walled in 
by taller buildings and the population density is creating 
traffic problems and crime surges.  Owner occupied 
housing is falling.  I don’t want West Seattle to become 
Capitol Hill.  We’ve always enjoyed a more open, less 
dense atmosphere over here and I’d like to preserve that 
uniqueness.

Since the neighborhood plans were written, climate 
change has emerged as a fact that renders the plans 
largely obsolete.  They need to be re-considered in light 
of this newly acknowledged problem.

I feel that transportation needs to be more of a focus with 
the challenges that the viaduct will create.  We also need 
more things like skateparks for teens who currently have 
nothing to do.

Need to plan for growth, but we’re way ahead of housing 
units added versus needed.

The work at the junction has been mostly positive.  But 
it has come without work in the greater neighborhood 
community.

I’d like to see the Junction stay strong commercially, 
but we also need to pay attention to the residential 
neighborhoods - making spaces for people to walk and 
kids to play.

Development interests seem to have too much sway 
with city government.  Variances are always requested 
and granted and the envelope is always being pushed to 
greater and taller development.  Seems like the original 
neighborhood plan is being supersized.

the influx of large residential complexes may threaten the 
neighborhood feel if not continually kept in check.

I don’t really know what’s going on anymore. Not to beat 
a dead horse but the fact that the Whole Foods hole 
and empty Huling lots are allowed to sit there for who 
knows how long is concerning - this is the gateway to the 
Junction and beyond. If this is not a priority, I don’t know 
what is.

I haven’t read my neighborhood plan.

I don’t care anymore - I want to move out of West Seattle

more parks - less parking

I don’t honestly know what the real priorities of the city 
are.

The overall priorities seem to be the same, but the 
specifics need to be fine tuned.

we really need updated

not certain

The density increases but better transportation does not.  
Light rail doesn’t improve our situation here at all.

Parks should remain a priority, especially with housing 
density increasing.  Urban design standards need to 
change to accomplish the goal of maintaining a small 
town feel.  The majority of condos that have been built in 
the last few years are horribly designed.

just dont over build

Changes in the economy are impacting our neighborhood 
plans.

Love the nurturing of the “core” Junction. Please pay 
more attention to getting there via foot/bike from the 
outlying neighborhood areas and downtown Seattle.

Again, these things need to be paid attention to and not 
left on the shelf.

Originally purchased a home in the area because of the 
light rail initiative and station to be location near the 
junction.

I don’t see much of the park and recreation facilities or 
family stuff changing.

See above
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TRANSPORTATUION & Park & Ride!!!!

neighborhood character and zoning issues.  Transit 
proposals for this neighborhood will have some negative 
impacts that need to be mitigated with full city resources.

Transportation and development...just keeping an eye on 
the idea of an urban village we should be fine.

Fauntleroy Triangle. Implementation of a ‘view corridor’ 
along California Ave SW & SW Alaska St in the core 
commercial district. Expansion of the boundary of the 
City of Seattle Business Improvement Area (BIA) to 
assure services are provided to newly developing areas in 
the Junction Urban Village

The Quality of life! Not the QUANTITY of life in West 
Seattle.

alternative means of transportation and a better walking/
pedestrian friendly neighborhood, especially the junction.

Noise pollution, city ordinances that do a better job of 
regulating properties that are closer together

Development, transportation, amenities

parks, architectural character of new construction to 
match historic character, mass transit, safety, limiting 
density increases

transportation and new businesses.

parks, public space

transit and safety

SAFETY!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
protecting/improving the charm of the “corridor” 
between the WS bridge and Cali Ave. This area is 
somewhat of an ambassador for folks visiting. Cali ave 
specifically needs protection/improvement. Signage/
awning improvement. open/inviting street level building 
design (unlike petco). maybe having a festival which 
might attract more people to WS - like a beer festival or 
wine festival or food fest.  
plant more trees.

Insisting that building projects make asthetic sense as 
well as financial.

Appropriate transit.

public transit for areas further away from the urban 
center, but that are still in the neighborhood.  More focus 
also on increasing the size of teh farmers market and 
creating more p-patches.

High Speed Passenger Ferries to downtown and ballard.

Parking and appropriate scaled new construction to go 
with the existing.

having a design commission review board that developers 
have to go through before they build so that there is a 
comprehensive plan for West Seattle’s long term growth 
Also having a Fauntleroy Gateway into the Junction

parking space, variety of businesses less upper class 
housing and more middle class apartments

Balance between commerce and small community feel.

transportation, development patterns, which i think go 
hand-in-hand with affordabiity.

transportation and traffic flow, keeping neighborhood 
character

Checking to make sure that town homes are attractive 
from the street level.

Stopping over-development.

Environmental and social issues.

green spaces, water run off/ drainage issues, community 
building

I think there could be more focus on bike friendly routes.  
Sharrows do not really help make roads more friendly for 
bikes.  Removing parking lanes and creating dedicated 
bike lanes would go a long way towards making the 
streets safer for bikes.   
Also, the bike trail from WS into downtown in very scary 
for a begining biker.  I will not consider biking to work 
until that is made safe for all bikers.

growth

Retaining the family feel of West Seattle.

Schools and schooling (critical to the family goal) 
Large scale transportation issues.  (No plans for anything 
except busing)

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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We’d like to see the little park on Alaska between 42nd 
SW and California Ave. SW completed.

Creating a gateway into the urban village. Unless you 
know to turn onto Alaska, people may head south on 
Fauntleroy with out ever knowing about the Junction! (As 
I did for many years). Also, incorporating public art and/or 
sculpture into the streetscape and park designs.

Transportation!  No direct access to downtown once the 
viaduct is knocked down with the tunnel option...the city 
engineers complete forgot West Seattle:  Your largest 
community!!!!

Fauntleroy Gateway, Transportation

parking and safety

Requiring sufficient parking for the new buildings in the 
area.

viability of businesses and gaps in services offered; traffic 
flow and pedestrian safety, crime prevention

Safetefy and enforcing current laws and mass transit 
other than bus.

Saving what is good about the neighborhood, the older 
buildings.  
Finishing up existing projects.  Better advertising too - I 
didn’t know there was a Genesse P=Patch and I live near 
Genesse.

Transportation and development patterns

Parking and safety.

Transportation issues, parking, safety/crime.

Public Transportation as the West Seattle Bridge can be a 
commuting nightmare

transportation. Metro is ok, but I’d really like to see light 
rail come to W. Seattle to the downtown core.

safety 
transportation

transportation, housing and public amenities

Sustainable development, including certification - and 
affordable (by the middle class) housing.

transportation

preventing ugly condos--don’t want to turn into ballard.

promoting community and thereby safety; parking and 
traffice problems; improving street surfaces.

Transit and pedestrian amenities. We really did need 
that monorail. Also, the alleys to the west of California 
are serving as pedestrian throughways, and they could 
present a friendlier face; dealing with the garbage 
(visually and olfactorily) there would greatly improve the 
Junction.

compelling public spaces that are built green or are 
environmentally friendly.  would like to see more art 
incorported into the designs.

Building design 
Land use that is in proportion to the neighborhood 
Better aethetics 
Preservation of foliage and view lanes

townhome design review!! 
west seattle bridge / fauntleroy gateway development. 
safety - street lights

parks and other public spaces, transportation, better 
architecture

Road repair.

Control of crime and traffic congestion.

transportation networks

Sustaining small buisnesses

Continued centralized (Junction) development with the 
focus on walking, not cars.

-pedestrian accessibility / safety 
-transportation 
-gateway to the neighborhood (Fauntleroy) 
-quality of construction

Green space/trees

Walkability

Architectural character - to create a neighborhood of 
disctinction.
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Crime.

Removing old buildings in place of new buildings.  
Increased police and fire support for the additional people 
living in the area.  Removing the transients from the area.

A longer sustainable vision with pedestrian activations 
areas should be planned

transportation, keeping the area safe and continuing to 
develop green areas.

Faunleroy way gateway-too many empty buildings, looks 
ragged

Safety 
limiting density 
retaining neighborhood businesses 
limiting new development size of buildings - the junction 
is not a large space & including lots of new gigantic 
buildings does not preserve the neighborhood.

Public transportation--linked light rail!

Pedestrian friendly. Slow down the traffic. Some creative 
alternative routes so it doesn’t become a highway.

transportation and housing; I would like to see the 
backyard cottage permit enacted!

Crime

Parking and traffic flow. Less condos/apts. Safety.

transportation

Regular and rapid transportation out of West Seattle, 
especially with work to start this year on viaduct 
replacement work at the approaches.  Any delay on the 
viaduct backs traffic up into West Seattle and makes the 
commute a problem.   
Parking strategies to prevent West Seattle’s parking from 
becoming a Capitol Hill cruise around for a parking space 
situation.

Public amenities - parks, open space, community art, and 
transportation networks.

Greenspaces (parks, p-patches - particularly the Genesee 
space and the new park on Alaska); road improvements

Livibility

transportation and increasing retail businesses and job 
and reducing crime

How the area is being over developed.  With more 
apartments and condos come traffic and crowding.

safety

Police presence and safety.

Transportation and improved pedestrian access and 
safety

Congestion, maintaining housing value and affordability

Public safety

Transportation in and out of the junction core area, right 
now it is really boggin down and it will only become 
worse if the new, larger buildings are leased out.

parks and public spaces

development

Quality of buildings, transportation, safety and the plans 
that we put in place. More respect for the time and effort 
the Urban Village group took to give you their reports...
the ones that are now considered “guidelines”. Juno also 
has good ideas and positve work that should be looked at 
considered.

JC Penny’s of some type of clothing store for all people.

Getting a department store at the juncton 
No cost parking 
Having kids walk to school 
Water Taxi 
Street clean up

community action, where the neighborhood feels like 
they are making this place better.

details of the strategy

Transportation, local business community

Convenient, effective, mass transit. 
Beat cops to cut down on vandalism and graffiti.

Security and Safety around Alki and also better public 
transportation to downtown area.
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Opportunity areas -- places/streets where we could make 
a difference quickly.  Pedestrian and bicycle amenities, 
humane public spaces, interesting architecture, 
affordable housing.

Park space and clean-up for the alley way.

Real world solutions - zero emissions vehicles work and 
enhance individual opportunity; mass transit creates 
mass inefficiency and regrettable health risks. Reducing 
residential density in W. Seattle.

Open space - parks - less building height - improving 
traffic flow (it’s in the report, but have you tried to drive 
down California Avenue lately?)

Public transportation to downtown Seattle.  Continued 
focus on multi-family dwellings and urban density.  
Attract people from outlying areas (i.e. Woodinville, 
Issequa, etc) who are tired of the commute.   
More focus on attracting high quality retail. 
More focus on providing parking in the Junction.

Finding ways to assist businesses in the Junction as they 
struggle to weather the economic downturn.  Several 
cherished businesses have been lost in the current 
climate, and we may never see the return of this eclectic 
mix.

Not sure.

Safety, Design Guidelines, transporation, parking, 
sidewalk conditions, adjusting denisity levels that 
have achieved their goals and requiring other areas to 
increase, bus bottle neck on Avalon, should go over 
the high bridge, wayfinding stations, walkability within 
business districts, eliminating billboards in the sky and 
on the ground, fostering of business and residents 
forums, winter storm coordination of “closed” streets 
& hills, require heavy commercial tenents to keep their 
businesses clear of debris,

Parking. Cleaning up Safeway in Jefferson Square.

Safety of the neighborhood and look and feel of Alaska/
fauntleroy entrance to w.seattle.  When I tell people I 
live in W.Seattle, they say they think of cars on blocks, 
the entrance to the main junction does not help that 
reputation.

Improved parking in the Junction 
Updating the business district facade

transportation networks 
public amenities 
development patterns

Transportation, energy sustainability, and related issues 
such as supporting local food.  Also, quality schools 
make or break a neighborhood; this fact should be 
acknowledged and served.

Transportation networks

Increasing quality of life to retain and attract responsible 
tenants and homeowners.

impact of increased mid-rise housing

transportation and affordable housing

Rail, boat or any transportation infrastructure that will 
keep W. Seattle connected to the rest of the city.

Safety, larger police presense

Parks and open space

Viduct and West Seattle Bridge

Cleaning the garbage off the streets.  Improving the look.

Crime prevention

Expanding the neighborhood plan to encompass more 
work on areas that are not within the urban village of the 
Junction.

amount of traffic and stop lights

-how things have changed - trends 
-transportation

Safety -- creating an environment in which people are 
connected through arts, festivals, public events.

Create a neighborhood center, more parks, trees, 
gardening spots, fighting theft and violent crime, 
clean transportation, job center for us telecommuters, 
affordable housing, creating a nice entry into West 
Seattle.

Development patterns

Neighborhood safety - too much criminal activity.
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more commuter buses because of the density

Maintenance of the area--the roads & sidewalks are 
falling apart, construction areas are a mess, and the one 
Park & Ride here is scary.

More focus on what real life improvements that are 
possible (ex. projects being financially feasible) and will 
actually benefit the West Seattle area and its citizens.

traffic, public transit, safety

The impacts of continual population density growth and 
building height.  There should be more focus on keeping 
West Seattle as the unique community it is.  I don’t want 
to become like Ballard or like Capital Hill or Beacon Hill.  I 
want to retain the close and open community we’ve been.

the “fauntleroy gateway” area i.e. developing and 
beautifying that area as it is really the introduction to 
West Seattle and the Junction

public transportation options and education for the 
public.

Kids--our neighborhood is clearly experiencing a baby 
boom, as evidenced by the popularity of Ercolini. More 
family-friendly business, programs, etc.

transportation 
tree retention 
open space required with large development projects 
better design of townhouses

Transportation - I don’t even take the bus to Alki or 
downtown because I would have to cart my toddler and 
myself several blocks away, uphill, to get to a stop.

housing

Traffic on Fauntleroy

Transportation. Area maps of the various demographic 
data.

bike commuting, improved car-free transportation

The entry to west seattle.  Transportation to downtown 
seattle.  Public safety.  Public education.

parks, recreational, community center

transportation and parking. I hate the term park and 
hide. The city should make it easier for people to get to a 
transit center and use public transpotation

safety, beauty, cutting down on crime

Global warming, stormwater runnoff, improved transit. 
Increasing density to support all the retail we want to 
build here. Creating more housing options (single family 
should make up a smaller percentage of the Junction)

keeping free parking

Community centers

rapid transit

Diverse housing types

condition of streets and sidewalks, maintenance of parks 
and open space

underground or a large above ground parking lot for park 
and ride people - and curb appeal of buildings

Transportation - easy access to the light rail.  Also more 
focus on ensuring building projects are completed.

Transportion

Public safety

Better architecture. 
Better bus service.

Keeping a community feel. Restrict new condo and other 
development.

safety, access to downtown seattle, paving streets

Improving the Fauntlery gateway into the Main Junction.  
It is currently an ill-used eyesore that does not reflect the 
liveliness of the rest of the West Seattle Community.

Redeveloping the Fauntleroy gateway to West Seattle.

Fauntleroy Way - how can you make this area feel more 
welcoming, less industrial, and pleasing to the eye.   
Placing power lines underground would be a huge step 
that everyone would appreciate.
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Traffic flow. How people can more easily get in and out of 
junction at key commute times. Ensure pedestrian safety. 
ensure green space is kept. Ensure safety at all hours.

better transportation scheduling for the entire West 
Seattle area - we are not well served by the busses here.

Transportation should be the number one focus.

Transportation, parking, new development. Coming 
up with a cohesive and enforceable plan so that new 
developments work together to achieve a common 
vision.

more inclusive of all in community and plans that can 
actually make a difference, be utilized, not just sit on shelf 
til next 10 yrs

public transit

More vibrant business corridor in the “fauntleroy” dead 
zone where the car dealerships used to be.

Transportation

What the existing residents want.

transportation

easier safer non-car movement of people, especially 
pedestrians.  Cross walk signals should be responsive, not 
take minutes to work.  Walking and bike safety are going 
to be important as more people move to the core district

Transportation networks.

Adapting the community to the increase in residents.

fauntleroy portal, maintaining slow controlled growth

Foot traffic should be encouraged more.  Difficult to cross 
Fauntleroy.  Need to slow down the cars more.

Safety 
Community 
Getting more green spaces and a dog park in the Junction

High density development

parking

development patterns. High Density housing is creating 
more & more hardship for this area. Parking, traffic, 
safety, etc are all affected.

How will West Seattle (and the Junction) meet the region 
grow demands in density due to population increases? 
How is transit going to be integrated into this rather 
isolated area due to the west seattle bridge?

Bicycle and pedestrian access and movement throughout 
the urban village and not just within the core business 
district.  Pedestrian safety at cross walks; particularly next 
to senior housing.

Children play area’s

Better transportation - the West Seattle Bridge traffic 
jams in the morning are a city-wide joke.

transportation, improving environment for businesses, 
community policing, parks and open spaces,

Light rail to connect to the rest of the light rail system!!!  
More on the transportation network OUT of West Seattle 
to downtown.

what specific goals have been achieved and what is still in 
work or pending

Architectural design

environment, pedestrian traffic, biking...

pedestrian lifestyle.  Perhaps keep vehicles outside of 
California Ave in the Junction?

Publice spaces and public facitilities, such as libraries, 
community centers, etc.

A pleasing and safe pedestrian experience.

Parks

Safety, public transportation

transportation. zoning codes

Affordable housing

Focus on transportation and economic development 
to keep West Seattle a thriving business climate for our 
residents.
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Keeping parking easy for people visiting West Seattle.

parks, transportation

Alternate transportation, crime prevention

safety

Slow down all the overdevelopment of big boxy 
apartment and townhome buildings.  They don’t fit into 
the character and charm of West Seattle.

details and responsibilites

Bicycling and walking to the Junction. Getting Link Light 
Rail to West Seattle!

Clean-up, weeds, picking up grocery carts, graffiti, overall 
beautification, crime prevention, parking (especially 
handicapped !)

Transportation, pedestrian/bike safety. When new large 
developments are designed, there should be open 
pedestrian space in front, rather than building right up to 
the sidewalk.

Parking for residents who own property, but do not have 
a garage.  New park space for children and animals.  
Saftey of the residents

Making improvements to existing buildings before 
building new ones. 

Creating ease of parking, transportation and a general 
attraction to the area will generate more financial 
strength in our community. Make it easy and desirable 
for people to be in and stay in our community and we will 
thrive!

Housing affordability and public amenities

Parking plans 
More rules for developers to follow

diverse business mix - meaning places people want and 
need to go.  Products that people need. 
Transit connectivity

I would like to see a something on congestion.  Traffic in 
volume vs. other commute options.

Development patterns

The Fauntlery area coming into the junction and West 
Seattle.

Maintaining the small town feel. Improving the 
transportation in/out of the area

...a holistic look at the entire neighborhood & West 
Seattle as a whole to be sure that development makes 
sense & is being shaped by more of the residents who live 
here. 
It also seems to me that affordability is becoming more 
of an issue here. I know of quite a few people who rent 
here but can’t afford to buy property here. It concerns me 
that we are losing some great WS residents to other cities 
such as Tacoma; because even though there are some 
cheaper properties in WS, they are in neighborhoods that 
aren’t (viewed) as safe.

1.) early morning public transportation to downtown 
seattle Sat & Sun.  2.)  help keep the Alaska Junction small 
businesses.  3.)  re-develope the old, what we already 
have in place.  4.) Focus on improving what we have 
already.

current happenings - what will change in the next 6 
months, as opposed to a few years. More emphasis on 
safety and neighborhood watches.

continuing to allow on-street parking and small-business 
recruitment

Preserving the positive aspects of the neighborhood, 
e.g.pedestrian friendly,maintaining small businesses 
(affordability). 
Changing codes/zoning to discourage/ban projects that 
destroy a neighborhood’s character (the Connor project 
@ Calif & Alaska and those horrible 6 pack Townhouses 
for example).

Getting the Whole Foods site finished and doing 
something with the Huling Brothers site.  Developing 
some type of appealing gateway to the Junction 
community when coming from the West Seattle Bridge.

Making sure the development maintains the feel of 
the Junction.  Set backs, pedestrian pass throughs, 
plantings, etc. are important.  I am concerned that the 
development will change the character of the Junction 
and while I appreciate urban density, I don’t want to live 
in downtown Bellevue noted for it’s charmless high rises.
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Predetermined outcomes that the city has crafted.

Helping developers build large apartment and condo 
buildings here. PLlease don’t approve any more large 5-7 
story condo plans.

Building and new construction and density.

Worrying about making sure that there are enough 
parking spaces so everyone can drive their car to the 
Junction.  There should be more public transport, more 
walking, more bikes and FEWER cars.

parking (leave it alone), building more apartments and 
townhouses...

density - without the ability to accommodate - parking 
space for trash cans - yard space.

#1 priority should be safety.

Density.

Mixed Use Space.

restaurants, condos

Development that leads to overcrowding.  What makes 
West Seattle a desireable neighborhood is that it is just 
that - and has a spacious, community feel.  Building 
multi-family homes where single-family units have been 
and building high-rises where there was parking and open 
space.

demographics - the junction is used by all of west seattle 
not just the people who live in that district.

Bringing transient residents into the neighborhood who 
will only work there a few years and then go elsewhere to 
retire or raise families.

Additional “development”

stopping change

Stuffing as many people as possible into tiny residential 
spaces.  We do not want to be like Belltown.

Parking

LESS TOWNHOMES AND DEVELOPMENT WITHOUT 
THINKING ABOUT SCALE.

building condos to achieve a density goal - look at 
livability and services, parking and traffic and crime 
impacts

housing affordability, demographics

Development of more townhomes and apartments.  (And 
I am a real estate broker!)

Local Parking (Pay vs Non-pay). It’s worked for years w/o 
an issues

building townhouse style homes. There’s too much of 
it, they’re not attractive, and they are not accessible to 
those with disabilities or who are older and can’t deal 
with stairs.

commercial building

Maintenance, such as repaving. That should be a given. 
The plan should focus on improvements.

Density 
Extraction of value for developers

development

sheer increases in dwelling units and the needs of 
developers.

housing affordability, we have plenty of section 8 housing 
in WS

Density and architectural cheapness.

Urban sprawl and tall buildings in the junction!

Water taxi.

the impacts of changes that are occuring regardless

tall buildings, messes up skyline

Huge new developments of CONDOS

targets on pricing for housing.

Parking--there’s plenty of parking in the junction . . . focus 
on getting people OUT of their cars.

Making money for developers... I guess this is gone now 
anyway.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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Transportation

Parking and street trees.

development patterns

Allowing large new houses to be built on small lots and 
allowing California Avenue to become one long string of 
ugly condo buildings.  Increased density is an admirable 
goal, but I think West Seattle would be better off with 
some imaginative cottages.  When we walk our dog along 
the alleys in the area, we see that these have been used in 
the West Seattle area historically when small units have 
been created on an existing lot.

Development.

sticking w. seattle with a jail and homeless and no more 
low income multifamily housing

Business

development

New buildings and construction - let’s fix what we have.

Development and bicycles.

New construction and changing the character of the 
junction.

housing density (increasing) and high-rises

Doing whatever the developers want with no regard 
to the community they affect. We want quality, non 
generic growth. In the end, business’s will flourish if we 
take the time to grow with respect to the desires of the 
communtiy that will patronize what they bring.

density! We don’t need more density.

Increasing density 
School buses

sky high prices to live near here

gov’t initiatives that I’ve never heard of.

Parks

Just stop with the over-the-top focus on artwork in the 
public places.  Make them functional first and foremost.  
Worry about the aestetics way, way later.  Better yet, get 
some private entity to fund the unnecessary art.

Urbanization of an area with topographically limited 
access ....

building height - urban density - rental units

Racing to add more large, multi-story retail/residence 
buildings in the area.  Seattle as a whole is currently 
overbuilt, and until we can find ways to fill all these units, 
I see no need to sell out the character of our communities 
to builders who speculate on future need.

Nothing

Numbers.

demographics

demographics 
housing affordability

Growth for the sake of growth.  Allowing developers to 
change the entire Junction anyway they see fit.

P-Patch

Housing density

Housing density.

Alaska Junction.

new buildings

Housing affordability

density

Unknown

parks and recreation

Library facilities, new parks, etc.  Growth in those areas 
has been highly successful and now we need to change 
focus.

Condos
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Housing affordability... the junction is a desirable place to 
live. It seems natural that it’s kind of expensive.

high rise apartments

building townhomes nonstop

protecting single-family neighborhoods

poorly designed buildings going up

parking - we don’t need any more parking.

New development

land use planning

Keep focused.

West Seattle Junction as a separate entity.  I view all three 
Junctions(Morgan, Alaska, and Admiral) as one beautiful 
stretch of West Seattle’s Core, slightly separate from the 
beach front Alki, and would like to see them developed as 
a group.

Continue to carefully manage the housing/retail 
development, so we don’t get too overdeveloped like 
ballard.   Don’t lose the character of the neighborhood.

Building for Density.  West Seattle has limited access - 
until we have a better way to get to/from downtown, I 
don’t think we should concentrate on density.

Demographics.

Preserving small pockets of single family houses close to 
the West Seattle Junction when a comprehensive plan 
would call for higher densities.

Parking control.

Less parks! Seattle is already one big park. Not every 
citizen has a kid or want’s a park on every block.

Tyring to put pay parking in the Junction

What the city council and the mayor want.  We know it’s 
all about money.  That’s the sad thing.

housing affordability--too dense now

density in the junction proper has reached it’s limit, 
how about shifting any new multi-family facilities to the 
gateway area

Demographics.

parking

Building new condos

Increasing density here

demographics.

Parking and transportation.

new condos

reviewing the plan

The junction is already a vibrant shopping area.  This 
doesn’t need as much emphasis.

Construction of larger structures.

Commerce

multiple family housing

Less focus on changing parking and adding paid parking.  
I feel that free on street parking is an attraction for people 
to come to the Junction, and although it is sometime 
busy -- we always find a spot to park.

Cars

Keep doing what you’re doing, just add to it!

Residential density

Multi-family dwellings that create less parking availability 
and put too much congestion on one area.

Increasing the density of housing

new development

Pay parking and red light cameras.

Demographics

Density at any cost
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It would be helpful for those drafting to actually communicate with 
the neighborhood organization (JuNO), attend meetings in the 
community and ask for input.  The DON neighborhood coordinators 
are great resources but I would love to see the city actually engage the 
neighborhoods more in this process.  SOme items listed - specifically 
that the neighborhood is involved in reviewing recommendations from 
the parking study has not taken place so this is not a timely document.  
Also, a census from 2000 does not accurately reflect the demographics 
of the neighborhood.

Yes.  It seems that transportation isn’t getting the support it needs.  
Alternative transportation like cycling is nearly non-existent.  And, is 
density really going to increase the “small town atmosphere?”

Public/mass transit.  It isn’t addressed and would be of consideration in 
clearing up traffic congestion.

Mass Transit (Ferries, Light Rail)

HOusing needs and transportation problems

You people are bat shit crazy.  You do whatever you want and then have 
“focus groups” and “surveys” to make it look like you give a damn what 
residents think.

I don’t see anything about making housing more affordable in this area 
for people.  Most houses in the area start at $400K for a fixer-upper.  
This is criminal.  Something needs to be done to encourage lower home 
prices and lower rental prices or the neighborhood will price out most 
people.  My husband and I make a combined income of $110K and had 
a very difficult time finding a decent, affordable property in WS.  I can’t 
imagine how anyone making below the average can afford to buy.

How to streamline the development process so it does not take so long 
to get new projects through the pipeline. I would like us to have a clear 
blue print of what will be approved so that we attract good looking 
interesting successful development to the area. I feel that we either 
grow or wither. The area can not stay the same. As costs have increased 
for all businesses too often the only ones left are the chains because 
of the economies of scale that they enjoy. We can promote positive 
growth that is QUICKLY approved as long as the developers met 
predetermined criteria we will continue to have a great neighborhood 
that people love to live and shop in.

S

crime statistics; trends in housing - not just snapshot; schools stats

Height limitations are important both for views and to limit an 
enclosed, claustrophobic feel along streets.

How to deal with un-finished or abandoned 
projects in the Junction area- Ex-Huling 
brothers properties, and the Whole Foods 
project that has been put on hold for the 
next several years

More on transportation improvements and 
alternatives is needed.

review of safety and increased focuse to 
keep the smaller town feel

Schools

Building aesthetics: hard to measure, but 
vital to the character of the Junction. 
Library services weren’t addressed.

Status report seems to take way too much 
credit for a few open space projects, while 
ignoring the disasterous mis-application of 
density, land use, and zoning.

see above

Schooling stats. Number of families with 
kids going to local (W.Seattle) schools, 
number driving how far to get to schools 
they are happy with. Number of kids going 
to private school in our area. 
Percentage of business support for public 
services in our area.

Yes- once a decade review is concerning. 
Reviews should be annual - because rate of 
development is rapid and sprawling.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Public transportation

More about crime and safety.

The plan for West Seattle included mention of a bicyle 
friendly area.  Unfortunately, the new “bicycle lanes” in 
West Seattle are dangerous for the bikers and the cars.  
Painting a stripe or chevron down the middle of a one 
lane section of a busy street with cars parked on both 
sides does nothing but endanger people and frustrate 
everyone.  Whoever came up with that brilliant idea to 
increase the statistics of bike lanes in Seattle so that we 
would look good to the world has done a grave disservice 
to his/her community.

transportation should be highlighted and single family for 
sale homes and addressing excessive high property taxes 
since housing has gone down in price

Erica who represents Juno addressed some of this at our 
meeting and says it better that I can.

Probably.

I would like to see more about what is happening with the 
vacant lots.

So far, the status report is pretty superficial.  Show how 
the development patterns have changed.  We’ve gone 
from tons of empty storefronts to a vital business area.  
From some funky, dying retail to mostly restaurants and 
bars, shoes, and some art!

A parking study that begins in 2009 following population 
density increases in the previous 9 years seems like 
closing the barn door after the horse got out, no?  Off 
Street Parking at 2 cars per condo should have been 
mandatory in the run up to the building permits, not a 
“study” nine years later when nothing can be done.

It fails to consider that W. Seattle might very well be 
better off as an independent small city than as the fleat at 
the end of the big dogs tail.

The report is not adequately addressing the effects of 
Urban density... more crime, more traffic, less open 
space.

Step up Anti-Gang voilance in Alki

The Junction vision cannot be the same vision for the 
Triangle District.  One size does not fit all.  The Triangle 
must be it’s own entity, it can be improved as residential 
highrise and small commercial but there are large 
manufacturing businessess and a YMCA in there too.  This 
should be approaced as a Gateway to all of West Seattle, 
not a gateway to the Junction to shop and eat.  Site 
cooridors and sustainable building practices should be 
required.

What is the plan for the empty business space created 
by the withdrawl of car business Alaska?  Please, no 
more eye sores like we had before -- who wants to drive 
into West Seattle and see a car sales lot on both sides?  
Yuck!  Create a nice promenade of restaurants and shops 
that people will want to walk and visit that stretches 
from Fauntleroy/Alaska all the way to the West Seattle 
Junction.    Keep FAMILIES, and SINGLE higher income 
households in mind when planning.  We are the ones that 
will help grow the Junction in a positive direction.  Do not 
put in LOW INCOME housing.  Put in shops/restaurants 
that will attract FAMILIES and SING higher income 
households!!!

Will have to re-check it.

those income and valuation graphs seem WAY off from 
reality.

Not enough emphasis is placed on the residential areas 
located outside the urban village.

Where can we plant more trees? 
Are there going to be limits on how tall buildings in the 
Junction can be built?

I think every neighborhood needs a hub, a neighborhood 
center like Phinney Neighborhood Center. I’m with 
Sustainable West Seattle, I can’t speak for the group but I 
think a lot of people would be very interested in a project 
like this.

The urban village concept is great, but only the California 
Ave seems to be the focus. The Avalon/Fauntleroy 
corridors are a completely different world.

We need more emphasis on traffic impact of urban 
density, please.  Don’t think that people moving here 
won’t bring cars.
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What are the planned transportation options for mass 
transit and how that will change over time? What is the 
current mass transit service level?

How are they going to transport all the new people 
in our neighborhood that are moving into the new 
developments

carbon footprint

Get the parking off the arterials and make wider bike 
lanes and sidewalks

ensuring West Seattle gets proper street maintenance 
during snow storms.

West SEattle is/was ripe for a rail line to/from downtown - 
if you want to continue density, this needs to be factored 
into the big scheme of things.  Otherwise, job well done.

I don’t see transportation or safety focus as more and 
more people crowd into the neighborhood.

Although part of the vision statements, the status report 
doesn’t address whether the neighborhood has become 
more pedestrian and bicycle friendly.

It just doesn’t address the wants and needs of the people 
who live here.  And, I know it never will.

Nothing about transportation and how the services are 
being adapted to the new residents.

Additional information and analysis is needed regarding 
the job and housing capacity for the neighborhood as 
it relates to future growth targets.  This also needs to 
be tied to citywide job and housing growth targets for 
people to understand how each neighborhood in the city 
is accommodating a share of the city’s growth.

More option for carless transportation that does not get 
stuck in traffic.

new or added goals

Evaluation of architectural design standards to ensure 
that they promote or support the goals outlined in the 
plan.

see number#3 regarding signature public space.

The plan for what to do when the giant influx of new 
residents in this very small concentrated area comes 
about. One that doesn’t make people pay for parking, or 
takes away the small town feel.

See my earlier comments regarding medical facilities.

Explicitly consider significant bicycle parking.  Also a 
recognition of the challenged transit connections to this 
area.  Please incorporate connectivity to the Water Taxi in 
the plan.

I like the Rent vs Own, but I think it’s a little skew.  
Incorporating multifamily (condo, apartment, etc) might 
help show a better picture on if the single family homes 
are owned or rented.  That same theory applies to home 
value...

Comprehensive strategy that reconciles the 
increasing density without consideration of the traffic/
transportation limitations of the area.

Public safety.

Don’t know how to respond to this.



Status Check
Transcript of Westwood/Highland Park Questionnaire Responses

The Westwood / Highland Park Neighborhood Plan was adopted 
in 1999 and includes the Westwood-Highland Park Residential 
Urban Village. The map shows the neighborhood plan and urban 
village boundaries.

In 2009, the City began preparing Status Reports for 24 
neighborhood plans. This document contains the responses to 
an on-line questionnaire that asked the questions listed below. 
The chart shows the number of people who responded.

lived here owned a
business

regularly
visited

worked attended
school

60

0

20

40

less than 5 years 5 to 10 years more than 10 years

168 responses

Question 1:  How has your neighborhood changed in the last decade since the plan was adopted (or since 
you’ve been there)?

Question 2:  What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you...  
most pleased about? 
most dissatisfied about?

Question 3:  Please describe how well your Neighborhood Plan vision and key strategies are being achieved. 
Are they still the priorities? 

Question 4:  The Status Reports should focus more on...  
they should focus less on... 
Are there important gaps in the Status Reports?

Neighborhood Plan Boundary

Urban Village 

PLEASE NOTE: statistical sampling was not used for the on-line questionnaire; responses do not 
necessarily represent the community as a whole. 

http://seattle.gov/neighborhoods/npi/plans/westwood/
http://seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/Neighborhood_Planning/StatusReports/default.asp
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?
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More homes are owned by people who take care of how 
they look. The messy rental homes are fewer.  Neighbors 
are more friendly then the past. Less gunshot noise. More 
involvement in the Highland Park Improvement Club.

Thee has been a lot of development of higher 
density housing.. more owner occupied units and the 
neighborhood seems safer.

It is more densely populated and has some huge 
McMansions scattered throughout it.  Traffic is heavier.  
The SW Library was remodeled nicely but hours of 
operation could be in jeapardy of cuts.  It’s still a walkable 
neighborhood as long as you’re an alert walker who can 
avoid being run over!

The biggest changes since we’ve been here (since 12/06) 
is all the construction.  More (unnecessary) apartment 
complexes went up around 2500 SW Holden Street and 
green space was removed for this purpose.  Additionally, 
the Denny-Sealth merged site construction is under 
way.  We find that merger to be completely ludicrous and 
poorly planned.  More apartment complexes/condos have 
gone up around Westwood Village as well.  Westwood 
Village has filled up with more stores, which is a good 
thing.  It just seems like more green space is being 
destroyed for development, and that is a sad change.  :(

More families w/ small children have moved in.

yes, new businesses and housing

Neighborhood plans have not been a priority for 8 years 
so most of us really are unaware of what the existing 
plans are looking for.

Longfellow Creek development has been a positive 
change, and Westwood Village has upgraded considerably 
in the past five years.  Live not far from Westcrest Park 
and have used off leash dog area. Tree plantings and 
street landscaping have improved neighborhood visuals.  
However, bad economy has resulted in some abandoned 
homes, less park upkeep, and crime is always a concern.  
Hard to enjoy neighborhood improvements if you are 
worried about becoming a crime victim.

Other than a bunch of really poorly designed town 
homes taking the place of single family craftsman style 
houses (especially along 9th ave), it doesn’t seem to have 
changed much since i’ve been here.

Much more population growth, more traffic & noise, 
better quality of services/retail spaces.

Ten years ago Westwood Village was just about dried up.  
It’s a nice area now with lots of shopping and activities.   
With it has brought more traffic and more teenagers 
hanging out with nothing to do.  The Arbor Heights area 
has also seen a lot of gentrification which has brought 
some nice families fixing up older homes and setting up 
nice neighborhoods.  On the flip side, we have a lot of 
new townhouses jammed into alleys making traffic and 
parking on neighborhood streets a bit of an issue.

I’ve only lived here about a year, but I have been visiting 
for several years to get good quality Latin and Asian 
foods that I couldn’t find elsewhere. I think there are 
more businesses than there used to be, more good places 
to eat, and a somewhat cleaner landscape.

While the Delridge area has improved with the 
construction of better housing, the specific blocks 
around where I live have not changed much.  I think the 
maintenance of the public areas has gone downhill a little 
bit, specifically the area around Sealth High School and 
around the SW Community Center. I also think crime has 
increased in this neighborhood.

Originally it seemed that Highland Park area was cleaning 
up, but over the last 2-3 years it seems crime and the 
“unsavory element” are on the rise again.

yes the neighborhood has changed - more population 
changes so quickly into this neighborhood and affects 
our comfortable knowledge, by building new homes 
into townhouses in white center, delridge, and crime has 
changed as it has increased rapidly

Westwood Village has expanded and the type of stores 
present there have changed for the better.

I’ve been living here for 3 years, and I believe it has gotten 
safer.  I feel better walking around than I did when we first 
moved here.  I do think there needs to be better roads - 
the potholes are HORRIBLE.

Neighborhood continues to improve.  Original owners 
are dying and new owners are updating homes.  More 
longterm nonresident Vashon Ferry parking happening, 
may need to think about permit parking.  I see more 
graffiti in the past six months.

Question 1: how has your neighborhood changed in the last decade 
since the plan was adopted (or since you’ve been there)?
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Q1: how has your neighborhood changed?

Massive upgrading to Westwood Village.  In general, the 
neighborhood feels safer than it did when we moved 
here in 1998.  There were more “questionable” houses 
that seemed dangerous or neglected than there were 
at that time as well.  Even in the midst of this economic 
downturn, things seem better than they were 10 years 
ago. The late night racing down 35th is the worst of it, and 
I think that may be improved by the cameras at 35th and 
Thistle

I have not seen change in the last 3 years that we’ve 
owned our home in Westwood.

DNDA is on the scene now. More development on 
Delridge. Gentrification of some neighborhoods.

My personal expericne includes a decrease in crime - 
seemed to coincide with improvement to SW community 
center, Cheif Sealth HS, and Westwood Town Center.

Increase in multi-family housing, especially in the Urban 
Village Zone.  Upgraded the Southwest Athletic Complex, 
Denny/Sealth Schools, Southwest Branch of Seattle 
Public Library, Westwood Village Shopping Center.

It is getting denser.  On my block it has become hard to 
park on my street due to density.  White center appears 
to be sloooowly becoming more friendly.  Buisnesses are 
investing in white center.   Hot spots of drug crime seem 
to be on the decline.

More condos and townhouses near Westwood Village, 
improvements to Southwest Library and the community 
center

Many townhomes have sprung up replacing run down 
single family homes. The homes they replaced looked 
terrible, but the new townhomes look even worse!    The 
area around Delridge/Roxbury has really been cleaning up 
too.

There is an effort to have lots of trees along the street 
and watering them this summer.  The Westcrest Park is 
wonderful, I use it daily for the dog park.  There have been 
increased home burglaries and car break ins.

This neighborhood has had new housing development. 
The library was updated. New stores opened at 
Westwood Village. More people who had lived in more 
central areas of Seattle moved into the neighborhood.

Yes. What I have noticed most is the Southwest library 
improvements. It has been a wonderful place for my 
entire family to enjoy. The Westwood Town Village has 
improved. There has been positive neighborhood housing 
development. The addition of a Southwest Police Precinct 
has increased police presence and I think has decreased 
the amount of crime in my immediate neighborhood.

Our crime rate seem to get worse and worse. I trust my 
neighborhood less and less every day.

This neighborhood is really in flux. We welcome and 
appreciate the low-income housing and senior facilities 
that are developing here. One important change for us 
is the Southwest Seattle Public Library branch. We read 
a lot of books and use this library quite a lot, especially 
since Seattle decided not to recompense the KCLS (King 
County Library System) for the services KCLS had been 
providing for Seattle residents, forcing KCLS to suspend 
service to Seattle residents. SPL is very good, but KCLS 
has fantastic holdings, so we regularly feel the loss.

Westwood is definitely more of an urban village and a 
modern center for retail business. Southwest Library has 
been remodeled and is much more user friendly. The park 
across the street from Westwood Village now includes 
beautiful wetlands. Westcrest Park includes a dog park 
now.

- there is a surplus of over-priced townhouses  - 
Westwood Town Center improvement  - the improvement 
of Westwood Town Center attracted businesses

more condo development,

SW sports complex was built and we lost access it 
that space.  Westwood Village has grown - positive 
change.  See more people walking and bicycling in our 
neighborhood.  The Southwest branch library was greatly 
improved. Denny Middle School & Chief Sealth High 
School have become more desirable schools.  Traffic 
seems to have increased.

lots of transition when real estate market was hot, this 
was one of the fastest rising areas.  Concerned about 
housing staying affordable and accessible.  Commercial 
development in Westwood Village Shopping Center has 
been strong.

Westwood mall has been renovated.  We got new trees 
on our street this year.  I have been watering them more 
this summer since they were just plant in the spring.
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Since I have arrived the density has increased, especially 
with the increase in townhomes of various sorts. Also we 
are seeing more of the older blue collar folks retiring and 
selling out to newly arriving families with children, single 
folks, domestic partnership households. Basically buyers 
at the lower end of the price range for city housing are 
attracted to the area due to affordability.

It has become a lot more crowded, and parking is 
becoming a much larger issue. There has been a huge 
increase in the “yuppification” of my neighborhood and I 
hate it.

I have not noticed any changes I do not go to parks or 
libraries in my neighborhood. I go to other areas that are 
nicer

Great redevelopment at Westwood Village, beautiful new 
library, Longfellow Creek Legacy Trail.

Yes, it seems like petty crime is back up in the west 
seattle area to levels 20 years ago even with the SW 
station just down the street.  Transpartation is still an 
issue that needs to be addressed and Seattle needs to put 
the jail in another community WS has enough dumping 
projects from the mayor.

Road work was done on Barton Street & 35th & Trenton.  
(A light has been installed on 35 & Trenton S.W. - really 
appreciate this. And the cross street of 35th & Thistle, 
has also had light improvements (& I think a camera).  
Although, within this time, my car has been hit while 
parked in front of my home twice.    Appreciate the 
“speed sensor signage” further North on 35th NEAR - 
High Point, as this was a MUCH needed addition. _ it 
seems to encourage some slow-down to posted speed of 
35 and slowing to 30.

Westwood Village opened. Construction on the reservoir 
Cap at WestCrest began. Some new businesses started 
up.

Cars on our arterial are driving faster.  We have more 
pedestrian traffic too.  People are generally happy with 
Westwood as a shopping destination.  There are lots of 
folks happy about the lighted play fields between Sealth 
HS and SW Trenton.

The revitalizae of the Roxhill park and daylighting 
of Longfellow Creek has been a huge improvement.  
Westwood Village is also greatly improved.

It has changed for the better.  I’ve noticed a lot of ‘pride 
of ownership’ in homes along the corridors I drive 
(Highland Park Way/9th Ave, Holden, 16th), as well as 
a lot of money being invested in improvements of both 
businesses and private residences.  There have been new 
construction projects continuing, and our local businesses 
have seemed to pick up.  We’ve had the addition of a new 
burger joint (Zippy’s) that people all over Seattle rave 
about, and the reputation of the neighborhood has been 
improving.

Commercial center now much more lively, better stores. 
The Denny/Sealth field used to be a wonderful place to 
jog/walk/push a stroller around the track, but now that 
is cut off from the neighborhood. Nice remodels going 
on in some places, HOWEVER a serious loss of trees, 
and noone is protecting them in our neighborhood 
like in other neighborhoods. And the cookie cutter 
developments are happening so fast, noone is slowing 
them down and checking their design like in other 
neighborhoods...some are nice, but so many are just how 
much can they stash on the property with no regard to 
the neighborhood. Good work with the Longfellow creek 
project.

There has been a fair amount of new home construction, 
which increases the property values, density, and interest 
in the neighborhood. But along with that, the houses 
that have been marginally occupied or in a state of 
disrepair have sunk lower in terms of repair, coexistance 
with the neighborhood, and stable occupancy. Crime has 
increased a great deal, with my block between 16th and 
17th, Holden and Kenyan being hit very hard recently. 
There’s a lot more trash accumulating along 16th, and a 
lot more kids loitering about with nothing constructive to 
do.

West Crest Dog run, West Crest Lid, SW CC developed 
with a teen center, new gym, pool up grades, Triangle 
business area being developed, long fellow creek / 
highland park connections being developed. GREAT JOB!!

The neighborhood has continued to harbour dangerous 
folks. The park has been upkept to a minimum. Police 
responses are quicker, but crime has not decreased. Gang 
activity is very abundant. It seems that minimal resources 
have been used to upkeep this neighborhood.

there is definite evidence of things being spruced up/
growth (i.e. many new condos)  it seems as if there is a 
push to visit westwood village (i.e. carnivals)
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More density from building of townhomes all over area.  
Most of the townhomes are eyesores as they have no 
character to them and the up-keep of the public spaces 
seems to be an after thought on many.  I have witnessed a 
lot more traffic with the increase in density. No additional 
public transportation seems to have been added or no 
additional incentive for people to use.  There have been 
some nice park projects undertaken or in progress in the 
area.

There is increased traffic with dog park use and 
townhome development has changed the look/feel of 
some areas.

Some things have improved such as increased 
development in the area, more owner occupied 
residences. Although I don’t like the homogeneous 
development of town homes that seem to have been 
the focus for awhile. There seems to be increased care 
that folks have to improving the neighborhood. The 
development of the LongFellow Creek walking trail and 
the saving and up keep of the Duwamish Greenbelt have 
also been big pluses. The one area that I have seen little 
change in is in the level of community engagement. I 
think there are alot of people who are trying but there is 
so much lack of trust due to things that happened in the 
earlier years (I’ve lived here for 20 years) that many are 
wary of the efforts.

More street traffic, younger more affluent homeowners, 
Mosque closed

Improvements in Riverview Park.      Half mile trail 
through Riverview Park.    Soundways property SAVED!  
Some Sharrows along the road, although I have mixed 
feelings, as a bicyclist, about these.   Safety is a huge 
concern, esp at night.  Some additional sidewalks.    Huge 
improvements and progress on trail on Long Fellow 
Creek Trail.  NEW LIBRARY on Delridge!  Yea!  Along 
with great ideas for affordable housing.  DNDA has been 
fantastic for this neighborhood!  Also the Youngstown 
Culture Center.  Nature Consortium has done a fantastic 
job engaging youth and cleanning out invasive species in 
the Duwamish Greenbelt in our area.  I am sure there are 
more!

A lot of condos built and more stores built as well

Not much

Increased perceived drug activity and neighborhood 
disturbances.

There had been a lot more development from the high 
point neighborhood and then they stopped leaving 
empty lots on our street. I’m hoping they will either 
continue to build or replant vegetation.

Seems to be improving -- more young families with 
children moving here. Seems safer. I don’t mind telling 
people where I live quite as much. I’m proud.

I’ve lived her just under 10 years but I’ve already seen 
a good bit of new construction in the neighborhood.  
My house was brand new.  It’s a great neighborhood- 
lots of conveniences of the city without the traffic 
and HOMELESS problem of the city (I moved from 
downtown).  Homelessness and pan handling drives me 
crazy and sickens me- I’m happy to not see it anymore!

Much more traffic.

More cheaply and quickly built condos/townhomes, loss 
of affordable housing especially on Delridge

More young families moving in. More owner occupied 
houses becoming rentals.

Southwest Community Center and the athletic fields 
are used MUCH more than when we first moved into 
the neighborhood.  Parking is spilling over into the 
neighborhoods between 12-20 times a year, when it used 
to be once a year (Chief Sealth Graduation Ceremony).  
Density is increasing, more cars are parked on the streets, 
more cars are driving fast down residential streets.  This 
will become a larger problem when the Denny/Sealth 
co-location is complete.  The neighborhood is bisected by 
the ugly security fence surrounding the athletic complex.  
The one thing that has changed the least is the local 
metro #22 bus.  Not changed one bit.

more traffic, more crime

Gentrification of Westwood Village which has been nice 
in attracting some upscale stores.  However, it seems 
like the rentals outnumber the owned homes on many 
blocks and there aren’t as many long time residents.  I’ve 
also noticed an uptick in gang related graffiti and other 
activities in this area.

My neighborhood has not changed much, I remember 
large plans being made for westwood, but it seems not 
all of the planned improvements or additions were made.  
Slow growth.
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Denser housing

Neighborhood has continued to improve and look better.

Density and traffic have increased

I live on 18th AVE - moved in in Dec 2003.  At that time, 
there were still prostitutes and drug dealers on the streets 
on a daily basis and there were no townhomes on my 
block. Now I am one of the last houses on the block, and 
there are no prostitutes walking the streets.      The overall 
neighborhood feeling of safety has improved, but the 
parking is HORRIBLE.  the zoning for the townhomes 
forced the developers into cookie cutter designs with 
garages that are too small for a car and not accessible.  
Thus, of the new development on my block (over 60 units 
in the past 4 years) almost EVERY single one of those 
units has put a car on my block.  This is crazy. There is no 
where for my guests to park when they come see me.

More involvement in community organizations.  More 
townhouses built.

More businesses have moved into the Westwood village 
area and the shopping area has been upgraded and 
redesigned.

Increase in traffic. Increase in density. Crime seems 
constant, but it seems like there is more of an effort to 
keep crime down.

A lot of houses have been fixed up, and several new 
properties (townhouses mostly) were built.

Perhaps a little bit less crime than when I lived here ‘97-
’01.

More housing and more young people and young families 
have moved in.  Improvements in school buildings.

New Library, updated westwood village, a traffic island 
at the intersection near my house, the city planted trees 
along the sidewalk.

Very very slowly white center is trying to change - I wish 
it’d be a safer place to be - especially in the evening.

I have only lived there less than two years and have not 
noticed much of a change.

Income levels have risen, number of rentals is down, and 
Longfellow Creek Trail has been implemented.

SW Library has opened. Westcrest has a dog park. Many, 
many houses have been torn down and ugly condos/
townhouses have gone up in their wake. This is especially 
true along Delridge.

I’ve only lived in the neighborhood for a little over a 
year but have visited frequently for many years prior.  
The most significant change I’ve seen is the addition/
upgrading of Westwood Village.  Very nice to have it 
there, be well maintained, and have good anchor stores.  
Since moving there I notice high-speed traffic on non-
arterial roads to be a significant problem.

We have noticed that since the Police Station has gone in, 
the neighborhood has settled down...

more housing developments, but very little retail to 
accomodate

For the better; it seems redevelopment has been very 
organic and less developer-led.

only lived here a month...but I’ve heard that crime has 
decreased and neighborhood has stabilized in last 6 or 
so years. I do know that Westwood shopping area has 
become a more useful hub than when I lived near it 8 or 
so years ago.

Westwood Village has gained shops and gotten busier, 
Southwest Library has been remodeled (fantastic!), 
SIGNIFICANT boom in building two sets of town homes 
on one single property previously home to a single, stand 
alone home.

Westwood VIllage is more vibrant -

More is available to allow for walking and biking rather 
than driving

In the immediate neighborhood, it seems like there 
have been more young, professional couples moving in 
as they’ve realized the neighborhood is a good starter 
neighborhood.

Wetlands at Roxhill park, Westwood Village has improved 
quite a big, trail is nice.  More crime, however.

The re-development of Westwood Village has greatly 
increased the desireability of this neighborhood.  
Everything is very conveniently located.
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I’ve noticed that more young professionals and couples 
are moving here.

Some schools, parks and Westwood village have all been 
“redone”

Higher density, more businesses, better traffic control.

There are now a lot more town houses and condos.  More 
people, more traffic, more bicyclists.

I live in the Riverview/Highland Park neighborhood.  
Riverview Park was refurbished with irrigation, some new 
trees and regulation ballfields, with a 5-foot track behind 
them representing the Riverview Trail. The Riverview Trail 
Improvement Project was begun and remains in limbo. 
The Soundway Property was saved from development 
and is almost through the process of becoming an official 
part of the West Duwamish Greenbelt, under Parks, with 
stewardship by the Nature Consortium.   Much more 
housing has been built (mostly townhomes crowded onto 
former single-family lots).   Some new retail has popped 
up in walking distance: Zippy’s, SeaMart, JoJo’s Espresso. 
(7-11 remains).  The Highland Park Improvement Club is 
having a resurgence, hosting and collaborating with the 
Highland Park Action Committee, planning neighborhood 
events and offering classes such as yoga and dance.

My comments are specific to the Delridge Triangle:  
Crime has been reduced, most especially in the Delridge 
Triangle.  DON, the Mayor’s office and SPD all played 
a significant role in crime reduction.  Then, multi-
family, low income property owners sold off some of 
their housing, which allowed for either better property 
management by a new owner, or complete tear-down 
and rebuild of more desirable housing.  However, what 
was built was not necessairly “affordable”.  A few more 
buisnesses have come to the Triangle, some of which 
have been a real asset - a coffee house; the WCCDA 
moving into the Seattle/City side of White Center.

some bike lines, more town homes.

Large demographic shift as the original settlers have 
moved on and been replaced by young families.  A very 
significant local baby boom is under way.    Many new 
multi-family housing developments that are not oriented 
toward creating community.  They aren’t walkable 
to stores other than Home Depot.    Buses are more 
crowded.

Because Highland park is one of the last affordable 
neighborhoods in Seattle there has been a huge amount 
of first time home buyers, usually young families moving 
in. Our civic pride is growing and we have an increasing 
amount of community involvement. Although we are 
known for a neighborhood blessed with lots of great 
parks and green-spaces, I feel that the Denny Sealth 
Recreation Complex Master plan is not functioning well 
at all. I know that the new construction of the school 
seems to be moving along on the North side of the street, 
but the facility on the south-side of the street is fenced 
off like a prison and the pool/com. center are uninviting.   
With the success of the Westcrest Park Off-leash area the 
are a series of issues that must be dealt with including 
better parking, lighting, etc.  The Highland park Action 
Committee has a complete list of what the people in the 
neighborhood want for the park.  The gateway at the 
Triangle commercial core is nice and I’m pleased with 
Rozella’s success and the revitalization of the Triangle 
Pub, but that area needs a lot more help. it’s a start 
but we need more incentives for small and successful 
businesses to move in and to thrive. We also need to 
realize that our community has more than one major 
gateway, and we need to make them special places that 
bring pride and focus to the area.  Longfellow creek 
trail is a great thing but getting around the community 
on foot or by bike is a joke. We need much more focus 
on pedestrian routes, bike lanes, crosswalks, properly 
maintained and safe paths through the greenbelt, etc.  I 
could go on and on about thing in the neighborhood that 
need improving, but I also want to say that it is a growing 
and caring neighborhood and I’m happy to live here.

The decision was made to integrate Denny and Sealth 
instead of just upgrading Sealth.

Highpoint housing development was rebuilt. It certainly 
looks nicer.

several things i would like to see:   1). plant more trees   
2). implement guidelines to mandate front street 
presense for all townhouses  3). enhance pedestrian 
experiences, build more sidewalks  4)  build more east-
west connections, esp. kenyon street SW becomes a dead 
end at 14th ave SW. it’ll be nice to build stairs there with 
new landscaping

The area of the Duamish greenbelt by Riverview 
playfields has been greatly improved--it now feels more 
safe to walk through there on the main path.  Several 
businesses have opened at the corner of Holden and 16th.
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Many unattractive and unoccupied townhomes were 
built on lots too small for them that don’t have adequate 
space, landscaping or parking.  The density of new 
residential units along Delridge Way and along 16th 
and 17th has not been managed with corresponding 
crosswalks and traffic circles.  There are more cars and 
people without pedestrian safety being addressed.  
Crossing Delridge to go to the Westwood Village should 
be easier for pedestrians- ie a crosswalk at Barton 
and Delridge- There is a bus shelter and garden area 
but no crosswalk or light to safely cross from bus stop 
to Westwood Village route.  There is a ton of good 
change that has occurred such as the Salvation Army 
remodel, the Roxhill Park/wetlands project, but again 
the pedestrian access to Westwood Village from the 
south side is dangerous and poorly laid out.  It is very 
hard to enter Westwood safely on foot anwhere on the 
south west side to go to Target, or Chase or Barnes and 
Noble.  The dogpark and play area at Westcrest have 
been wonderful but with the obvious sexual activity 
occurring in the wooded areas and in the parking lot next 
to the play area, a great resource doesn’t feel safe for 
kids.  Having the police department built by Home Depot 
has increased police patrols and presence.  Yet I see drug 
dealing on a weekly basis still on the same corners by 
the same dealers.  This puzzles me.    I was beginning to 
feel safer as neighborhood improvements have occurred 
but then my neighbor and his wife were attacked on 
Cambridge and 14th walking from the bus stop on 
Roxbury.  Until 15th ave from Roxbury to Mclendon’s gets 
policed so that vagrants, street drinking, and sleeping on 
the street (during the day!) get cleaned up, the criminal 
activity is going to negatively effect things on the edge 
of the city from Roxbury ave to Riverview.    Putting the 
DSHS office on 15th has definitely increased the lack of 
personal safety around Bartells, the Dollar Store, the 
liquor store, etc.    The Night Out Block watch activity 
along with the Highland Park Action Committee have 
been great in increasing community cohesiveness.    
Ethnic diversity continues to be a great great great 
strength of this neighborhood.  There is good diversity 
in sexual orientation as well.    There seems to be more 
young people and fewer retirees living in Highland Park.

The price of homes has risen dramatically since the 
neighborhood plans were adopted. The rental prices have 
also increased. I have seen the changes to the WestCrest 
Park, as described by the plan. There have been an 
increase in local businesses. All of which are moves in the 
right direction.

A great deal of density has resulted from the 
developments at Highpoint, in the Delridge Valley, and 
near White Center.  Improvements to the Westwood 
shopping center, and a new police building on Delridge 
for the SW Precinct.  Substainial improvemements have 
been made to Parks.  DNDA has made big changes in the 
neighborhood as well.    It seems very few substantive 
transit improvemements have been made... this is very 
disappointing

Not much. Roads are bad. A park was added at the end of 
35th Ave. S.W. and Marine View Dr. which seems  to be a 
place for teens to hang out and smoke pot. The Vashion 
Ferry traffic is absolutely ridiculous. The ferry needs to 
be moved to the Seattle waterfront. As far as Westwood 
(Westwood Village) goes I like it.  Highland Park looks like 
a lot of tax payer dollars were spent. Not much on the 
positive end for me.

To my knowledge, very little has changed without local 
involvement and initiative.  We worked with the city to 
have street lights installed in our neighborhood.  We 
have active block watch groups, and have disaster teams 
organized in our neighborhood.  Beyond that, I am not 
sure the city knows we exist as anything other than 
the ugly stepchild sent to live with you.  The city has 
allowed townhouses to be constructed in the backyards 
of existing houses; a true eyesore to the area.  Traffic has 
increased significantly since we have lived here, with no 
additional traffic light to move traffic.  Highland Parkway 
and Holden needs a traffic light and crosswalk for people 
using the bus system, who live east of HPW.

There has been a change in housing that has drove the 
people who cant afford the new housing out.

Since I’ve lived here, more familes have moved onto 
the block and more elderly folks have moved on (in 
multiple interpretations of the phrase).  There are a 
lot of properties being fixed up and it seems like there 
are always a lot of homes for sale.  I meet more people 
interested in urban agriculture--most of our block has 
an edible garden of some kind, and we have 3 chickens, 
two goats and a duck within a block of our house.  The 
community seems more ethnically diverse (I think due to 
High Point) but segregated.

Yes - development to Westwood Ctr. A few buildings 
reused, but not a lot of significant change that I can tell.

Yes.  Investment in affordable housing and natural 
wetlands rehabilitation.
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I am primary home bound and by looking from my porch 
and window I’ve noticed little has changed on my block.  
There seems to be more people walking and riding their 
bicycles past my house daily.

Longfellow Creek Legacy Trail has been established, 
Roxhill Bog has been restored, Chief Sealth High School 
and Denny Middle School are merging and being rebuilt, 
the old Cooper school is now the fabulous Youngstown 
Cultural Arts Center (yes, out of our neighborhood, but 
a nearby resource, nevertheless), the SW Athletic field 
complex has been renovated, West Seattle now has its 
own police precinct located on the edge of Westwood, 
and Westwood Town Center was recently redeveloped. 
Delridge inches along toward gentrification, with all of 
the good and the bad that that entails. Some goals in 
the Neighborhood Plan have been achieved; others are 
more elusive. The recession seems to threaten some 
long-range goals, but may also provide opportunities 
that would otherwise have been unfeasible, had the 
economic trajectory continued unabated. (These would 
include making property more affordable for a range of 
projects that would otherwise have been snapped up for 
speculation and development). High Point and Delridge 
still need an affordable grocery store.

In the eight years we’ve lived in Highland Park we’ve 
seen a lot of improvements in the neighborhood---
homeowners (like us) investing and improving their 
houses, the renovations at Westwood Village, Southwest 
Library and Longfellow Creek Trail. We have also 
discovered, since having children, the several amazing 
parks within walking distance.     However, there still 
remain several run down and ignored properties that 
continue to keep the neighorhood rough around the 
edges. In addition, we are also seeing more and more 
building of high-density properties in areas where it 
doesn’t seem appropriate.

I feel that there is a greater police presence since the 
establishment of the SW precinct.  I also feel that there 
is some grass-roots, small businesses that are just now 
coming to the area, ones that are needed amenities in 
the neighborhood.  Westwood Village has updated their 
offerings, though there is still a significant need for a 
movie theatre in the area other than the Admiral.  I’d like 
to see more neighborhood pubs and destinations w/in 
walking distance of our homes; there are several small 
business hubs along the arterial streets that could and 
should be developed (Zippy’s Burgers is a good example).  
Some very ugly townhomes have been placed in the 
backyards of otherwise decent little houses.

We have lived in the neighborhood for two years, and 
in that time we haven’t seen huge changes. There is 
definitely more townhouse/condo construction taking 
place on Delridge SW. There are also new businesses in 
the community which seem to be thriving, like Zippy’s 
Burgers. Overall, it seems to be a healthy neighborhood.

More multi-family housing units, increase in high density 
housig, recent increase in crime such as car prowls and 
home burglaries, upgrade of Westwood Village mall.

The police and city have done some work on livability and 
addressing blight (abandoned homes, crime magnets 
etc.)  Some of the challenges from White Center’s alcohol 
and drug issues are spilling over.  Community leaders 
like Ricardo from Cafe Rozella are helping and should be 
encouraged.

School District properties re-configured.  Westwood 
Town Center remodel.  Library remodel.  More residential 
density in the Delridge corridor.

Single-family housing is being replaced with higher-
density alternatives (townhomes, condos, apartments) 
which for the most part are an improvement over 
neglected properties; however, I am concerned about the 
number of high-rise buildings in the shopping core of the 
West Seattle Junction.    It is good to see new businesses 
opening and the revitalization of Westwood Village - 
great shops and good parking options.

Things that have changed for the better:  The redesign 
and construction at Westwood Village mall  The re-
boggification of Roxhill park  Tony’s market on the 
corner of Barton and 35th (love that place!)  Rebuild of 
SW Library (yay!)  Not so great:  Loss of grocery stores 
(3 Safeway markets on Roxbury consolidated into one)  
--would have loved to see a new grocery store rather than 
a church at the corner of Roxbury and 35th.  The turnover 
of the Payday loans space from 3 different restaurants in 
3 years to a Payday loans (ugh!!!)

SW Roxbury Street has become too noisy.
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Westwood Town Center improvement had positive impact in raising livability 
and economic vitality.

Westwood Shopping Center is an improvement... the improvements along 
Longfellow Creek and thru Highbpoint greenspaces are great.  Highpoint 
housing seems to have been developed with an eye towards sustainability/
quality.

Westwood Village people did a very good job in revitalizing our area. 
HOWEVER, we still need a family general restaurant here (like when the Keg 
was here, or something similar)

When we don’t have a lot of snow, bus routes function okay.  I wonder why 
there aren’t more options and when light rail/streetcars might reach this area 
again, like it did just a few decades ago.  Wondering what’s up w/ the cover 
of the reservoir; I’m hoping for more park space and community gathering 
areas.  Maybe a stage for outdoor theatre?

We live near Roxhill. It is a nice park and the attached walking trail is nice.

I like the parks (Westcrest and Roxbury Playground) and the close proximity 
to Lincoln Park. It is almost a walking neighborhood, if it weren’t for the 
safety concerns.

Delridge Library and the new Greenbridge Libraries (which is King County) 
Both are wonderful additions.    DNDA´s work on housing is exemplary.

other things respondents 
are pleased about:

• I have friendly neighbors
• Highland Park Improvement 
Club - a community center owned 
by a non-profit club
• Highland Park Improvement 
Club - a community center 
owned by a non-profit club, much 
of whose membership lives in the 
neighborhood.
• Longfellow Creek Trail
• the library renovation
• Lots of people go out walking 
and are generally friendly!
• good ethnic diversity
• General overall better feeling 
about neighborhood.
• diversity
• The community of neighbors.
• New Cop shop
• mixing pot cultural 
demographics
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Nice improvements to Southwest communty center

I feel that our neighborhood is a hidden gem within 
West Seattle that has so many great resources such as 
several great parks, a variety of shopping choices and the 
renovated library.

I really enjoy the green spaces and would like to see 
them expanded improved. Trails should run from West 
Crest park all the way to Highland Park Way and beyond 
through the green belt.

What moved me to invest in a home here in Highland 
Park was, and still is, the potential of this neighborhood.  
It’s proximity to downtown is great, but is still affordable.  
There are a lot of open spaces, and the westcrest park 
improvements are encouraging.

*I love how well connected the area is with bus to 
downtown and the airport.    *I do wish bus would go 
directly from here to my place of work Boeing instead of 
requiring a transfer downtown.    *I like that businesses 
are within walking distance.    *I love westcrest park!!  The 
dog park is a huge deal.  *Love longfellow creek trail

I love Westwood Village!  There’s a great mix of shops!

The new library is nice.  The new stores in Westwood 
Village are generally assets.

I like the diversity of food available in local joints and 
Westwood Village has decent shopping.

Despite its somewhat negative reputation even still, I feel 
pretty safe in my neghborhood

Love the mix of economic and racial diversity, small 
businesses

west seattle needs more viable transportation options.  
it should not take an hour and a half to take a bus to the 
university.

The new library is great. It is an excellent community 
resource. It would be wonderful to have the library open 
for more hours during the week.

We have great parks, quiet street.

housing seems more affordable for Seattle

Great libraries!!

More facilities available withing walking distance of my 
home.

Increased police presence in the neighborhood with the 
new SW Precinct. Great work on the Riverview Playfields 
(not technically Highland Park according to your map but 
very much part of our lives).

The crime reduction over the last decade has allowed for 
more positive interest in the area

Library!!!!

SW Library and other new ones in the City are great.  
Westwood used to be a ghost town, now is vibrant with 
a great mix of businesses.    Work towards Longfellow 
Creek has been a great asset for the community

Remodeling Westwood Village and the Southwest branch 
library was a good thing.

Our family regularly utilizes the SW Library, now our 
favorite library we frequent. Often utilize the SW 
Community Center/swimming pool but area seems pretty 
run down and at times downright seedy.

Riverview Park is very well maintained, as well as Box Hill 
Park, and Westcrest Park- Highland Park (at Highland 
Park elementary) could use an update.

Nice to have a Library In South Park (where I work).  Love, 
my Southwest Branch.    Like the “Strides” taken to make 
communities more walkable for everyone, HOWEVER, 
Need to keep Safety of Neighborhoods also as a High 
consideration.

This is a very tight neighborhood in terms of community. 
We are banded together, perhaps since there is a feeling 
we are removed from, and/or neglected by the city.

LOVE the libraries, so many close by.  Happy to see more 
small businesses like Eats Cafe and Full Tilt doing well.  
Overall (since I am fit enough to walk a mile or two)  I am 
happy with the diversity of choices in buses (regularly 
take the 21 and 120, sometimes the 54, 22, 128).

A vital business base brings in shopping dollars and 
encourages residents to shop locally.

I am happy that there are so many new local businesses 
and the beautification of parks is splendid! There has 
been an decrease in violent crimes, as well.
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There is a park down the street, although I don’t frequent, 
has been improved and become more visible.  I have to 
get used to the fact there is now a library blocks from my 
house so I don’t have to go to Burien.  I do go to Burien a 
lot for my needs so it is convenient there also.

Although I mention safety because our neighborhood 
is somewhat safe - there are some aspects that remain 
concerns such as the lack of sidewalks in a number of 
areas within the neighborhood.

Westwood has a good balance of parks and open space. 
I’ve heard rumors that a spray park may be going in up at 
Highland Park next year and this would be GREAT! That 
park needs a facelift and this would be a step in the right 
direction.   I love the SW Library. Open, airy, convenient, 
friendly, great book/DVD selection.

Westwood has turned around nicely and is widely utilized.  
The new SW Branch of the library is also very nice.

The new libraries are wonderful and I feel blessed that 
there are 3 libraries within a short drive of my house.

The bus stop is near our house and runs directly down 
town, which is nice.  I LOVE the Longfellow Creek 
Trail and am on it at least 4 times per week.  The SW 
Community Center is AWESOME and affordable, and 
Westwood Village has most of what we need:  groceries 
(QFC), house stuff (BB&B, Target), food (Vatsana Thai, 
Eats Market Cafe), natural products (Fresh Vitamins), 
shoe stores (Famous Footwear), office supplies 
(Staples).......

Added traffic circle with matching funds at 37th and 
Cloverdale.  No monorail in West Seattle...hooray!

I would mark “parks and open spaces” but I feel that so 
much more can be done. I am pleased that the buildings/
parks/houses that were intact in this area 10+ years ago 
are still around today.

Glad to have a police precinct in West Seattle.

The new libraries are lovely and the parks are great

Seattle’s portion of White Center is more attractive.  What 
happens when the rest of White Center is annexed?

Westcrest Park is a gem, with a very active volunteer 
coordinator and COLA member population. Glad to see 
the improvements at WestWood Village.

New businesses are opening up near our home which 
reinforces the neighborly aspect of our area

it seems as if someone is trying to draw people here...

I believe it really serves the community to have the 
Westwood Village commercial area, as the neighborhood 
otherwise has very few choices for where to buy clothing, 
food, and furnishings.    I am pleased that more housing 
is available in the neighborhood, as it seems to be 
encouraging diversity.

I come from NYC and my wife is from SF. Seattle is so 
WHITE! but not this area. It’s reassuring to be in a place 
where the American cultural experiment is afoot.

Good bus transportation

We really appreciate being close to Westcrest Park, and 
look forward to having the resevoir covered.

I love my neighborhood and feel fortunate that 
there are 2 parks that are family friendly and within 
walking distance. I  love that there is a dog park in the 
neighborhood. I really like the updates to the libary and 
southwest community center.

The library is fantastic and having it open 7 days a week 
has been truly a gift.

Excited about the reservoir cap and the new green space 
it will open up as a park.

Some nice new businesses in Westwood Town Center 
compared to when we moved in in 2001. This has 
probably been the biggest area of improvement.

I’ve seen some nicer low income homes go in - and 
improvement in the SW Library. Westwood ctr. is nicer 
with new shops after its redevelopment.

none to be pleased!

Need more restaurants/bars that people can WALK to.

The 2 libraries (Southwest and High Point) are wonderful 
additions.

The availability of a regular bus route is nice, but on the 
flip side the city should consider measures to reduce the 
amount of noise produced by buses and the like in our 
neighborhoods.



WeStWood / highlaNd park

Q2: What are you dissatisfied about?
893

WeStWood / highlaNd park

other things respondents are dissatisfied about:
• traffic safety
• trees and the “cookie cutter” housing 
developments
• gang activity
• Parking
• “nuisance properties” along henderson 
and 9th.
• Lack of parking
• the SW Community Center is still 

neglected
• Dangerous drivers!
• traffic
• traffic speeds, noise
• Architecture of new town homes are 
poorly designed.
• WE NEED SIDEWALKS!!
• Vashion Ferry
• School District Facilities locked and gated

• townhouses
• Combining Denny and Sealth
• Housing, but no improvements to the 
roads
• gang graffiti
• Sidewalks and crosswalks.
• roads - pot holes, and other “rough” roads
• Street maintenance
• vacant homes in need of repair/resale

Question 2: What changes or aspects of your neighborhood are you 
most dissatisfied about?
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Need to address safety issues - there seems to be increased petty crimes like auto break-ins, burglaries, etc.  Stop 
building ugly town houses.

I cannot emphasize the following point enough:  Peak Oil is not far from now.  Our transportation system is no-where 
near ready to handle moving people thru the city when gas is 6-8 dollars a gallon.

Do not like all the condos being built in a half lot.

Ugly condos must have better community standards.  Encourage small successful businesses to move in.

I see in the news the neighborhoods getting up in arms because of the trees being cut down, or because lack of design 
considerations with the housing development, and it just feels like we dont have a voice in this

townhouses and condos are takig over the single-family areas
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Need more restaurants/family-friendly pubs w/in walking 
distance of homes.  Don’t feel particularly safe walking at 
night when not in a group; many street lights out and some 
ruffians in the general area.  No libraries or community 
centers in Highland Park.  Need a movie theatre in the area.

Many of the houses are seemingly not well cared for. There 
is a lot of graffiti and no one ever cleans it up. There has 
been a large patch of graffiti in the alley by our home that 
no one has ever cleaned up.

There are quite a few abandoned residences and businesses 
right around our address, with the broken windows and 
graffiti that comes with that. Our neighborhood has also 
experienced several break-ins and car prowls last year.

We have fairly good bus service out here, although it 
is severely impacted by weather (windstorm, snow). 
Also they are not consistently on-time.  We need more 
public transportation, in the form of more connections. 
How do I get to the Eastside. How do I get to Renton, 
Everett, Tacoma. How do I get to the ferr(ies), the light 
rail, the train, the airport. What about other modes of 
transportation: boat, cable car, small van...  Also, I want 
to bicycle more but we need more safe bike routes, even 
dedicated to pedestrian/bicycles.

We have fairly good bus service here, though it has been 
severely impacted by weather on occasion (windstorm, 
snow). I am worried about the impact of county budget cuts 
to bus service as well.  I would like to see more connections 
to other types of transportation (ferries, light rail, train, 
airport).  I would like to see safer bicycle/pedestrian routes 
(more than “sharrows”) with real separation from motor 
traffic.  I would like to see more useful retail within walking 
distance of my home.

The development restrictions on multifamily housing have 
made it impossible for developers to be creative with their 
parking.  Thus the streets are packed with parked cars.  
Also, the corner of 18th and Henderson is now completely 
blocked with parked cars, and with no light and a 30 mph 
speed limit - its dangerous.

While our neighborhood has come a long way in the eight 
years we’ve lived here the frequent police helicopters, loose 
pit bulls and run down properties are a daily reminder on 
how far it has to go.

I would like to see more small businesses outside of 
Westwood Village, which feels very “mall-ish”.

Yes.  WAY TOO MUCH green space is being eaten up by 
housing development.   THis is VERY shortsighted.   I 
do not want to look like Ballard!  Naked!   No parks!    
Please, we need green spaces.   The mayor talks about 
planting trees, then he bulldozes over green spaces to 
get more tax dollars.   This is not wise.    When I worked 
on the Riverview Trail, I felt that sometimes the city was 
helpful, but often but roadblocks in our way.  This is also 
detrimental to everyone.

Traffic Lights need to be modified to allow for better 
traffic flow (ie: left turn lanes and intersections like 35th 
SW & SW Barton and also at SW Henderson & Delridge 
Way SW).  Roads in general have too many potholes/
rough areas, especially on Delridge Way.

Traffic continues to increase. Holden Street is now being 
used by other communities as a short-cut to the 1st Ave 
S bridge. Speed is way too high on Holden, 9th Ave SW, 
& especially Highland Park Way. Transit does not have 
enough frequent service (#23 only runs every 30 minutes 
and somewhat erratically at that). Large number of sub-
divided lots with awful townhomes built on half-lots.

With every improvement, more and more people move 
here and crowd into our existing infrastructure. Parking is 
becoming terrible like other parts of the city.

in highland park, there is still a lack of conveniences...i.e. 
close gas station, grocery store or restaraunts within 
walking distance.  There are still nuisance properties 
along Henderson Ave and 9th Ave, that hinder the 
astetics of the neighborhood.  Also, the potential of a 
jail facility being built in our fragile neighborhood has 
become a worry among local residents.

Transit service on Highway 35 may suffer cutbacks due to 
funding problems.  It’s not pleasant to wait for a bus when 
there is no bus shelter and noisy traffic speeds past you.

I think there needs to be an express 120 or something 
that goes quickly to downtown from Westwood Village.  
It takes 45 minutes to get downtown from less than 10 
miles away.  I almost always drive because it’s faster 
and more convenient, but I’d really like to take public 
transportation if it was quicker.

I think there are a lot of erratic, speeding, cell phone 
talking drivers traveling on Delridge.  There’s a LOT of 
kids in the neighborhoods off these streets.  It’s only a 
matter of time until someone gets struck.
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*It would be nice if Seattle would stop pretending that if 
a townhome complex replaces a couple houses and that 
somehow parking will not become atrocious.  It would be 
nice if Seattle followed the White center way of dealing 
with parking in residential areas by removing curbs and 
allow angled parking to fit more cars.  *Seems like the 
city cares less about its border than more affluent areas.  
Roads are in horrible shape.  In general it just seems 
like every department of Seattle pays less attention to 
the area near roxbury.  I will extend this to South Park 
where Seattle does not seem interested in helping with 
the south park bridge despite it being a big deal for a 
westwood/highland park/south park  *I would like to see 
long fellow creek trail expanded and be one continuous 
conduit.  *I would like to see a shuttle that went from 
Westwood village to the morgan junction, alaska junction 
and then admiral junction of california.

High speed traffic and property crime.

Cycling to Downtown is dangerous.  34th Ave SW is 
cut off at High Point which cuts the best option for 
N-S biking.    The new multifamily developments along 
Holden don’t seem to create a neighborhood feel or 
enhance street life.    EC Hughes School is an asset crying 
out to become a community resource.

I’m both pleased and displeased about park situation.  
Feel mostly positive about the parks, but am sorry 
Highland Park wading pool hasn’t been kept open.  I have 
seen signs of gang activity around Highland Park, but 
have also joined up with two Block Watch groups.

We need more quality rental housing and less hideous 
townhomes!

The 21 needs to run more frequently and there needs to 
be better communication about it for the reroutes after 
the Mariners games.

cheaply built huge housing priceing out the poor

Drivers speed on Thistle Street at all times of day and 
night, noise from cars on the roads (are there quieter road 
surfacing options?)

Developers are short changing the neighborhood by not 
spending adequate amount of time and/or money on 
design/architecture. Removal of existing housing stock 
must be stopped.

Crime, there is still many break-ins.

I would like to see better restaurants and large business 
franchises.

would be nice to have transportation options to other 
neighborhoods besides downtown.  safety- I do not feel 
safe walking alone in my own neighborhood  parks- the 
Westcrest park is the closest, and it is not safe.  many 
drug deals and other criminal activity on the trails next to 
park.  parking lot is completely hidden from view of the 
street- do not feel safe there, so I don’t go.

Unhappy with proposal to put city jail adjacent to our 
neighborhood.

Metro service from my neighborhood to downtown 
Seattle unreliable.

Crime rate in the area is worrisome - my car, which was 
parked on the street in front of my house, has been 
broken into three times in the past three years.

Unhappy about the shift to rental homes away from 
owner-occupied. Also, we were excited to hopefully 
see SW Holden between Highland Park Way and 16th 
become more business oriented. I would love to see 
the crumbling apartments replaced with neighborhood 
oriented businesses like a coffee house, a restaurant, etc. 
Right now, we have only Zippy’s and it cannot contain its 
customer capacity needs.

Much too difficult to get around on public transport.  Too 
many different things that don’t work together easily - 
bus, light rail, water taxi

There are very few/limited community resources 
available, unless one was to leave their neighborhood and 
travel several miles.

Ahem, I happen to have a long-term deserted house on 
my block that serves as a rodent, raccoon, and opossum 
haven - not to mention the occasional stolen and left car 
and an abundance of litter.  Also, living near a community 
center, middle school and highschool, where there is 
a great deal of foot traffic, we really do need to have 
sidewalks.  It just isn’t safe for kids and families to be 
walking and jogging on the street.

It takes me up to 45 minutes to get to downtown Seattle.  
Why?  Couldn’t we have some sort of transportation 
running north/south along 35th every 15 minutes and 
then buses running to Seattle from Avalon at same time.
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Would like another food option, diner style.

Lighting and sidewalks.  The plan area should extend to 
parts of Arbor Heights, particularly the area in the City 
that is South of Roxbury.  We are kind of isolated down 
there.    Barton needs bicycle lanes    Westwood mall and 
Safeway lack adequate bicycle parking

what parks? Need more ! would be nice to see more lcl 
businesses in the westwood shopping center rather than 
national chains

The park at the end of 35th Ave. S.W. and Marine View Dr. 
seems to be a place for teens to hang out and smoke pot. 
The Vashion Ferry traffic is absolutely ridiculous. The ferry 
needs to be moved to the Seattle waterfront.   Highland 
Park looks like a lot of tax payer dollars were spent.

The eastern side of Highland Park feels pretty cutoff 
and the commute could be easier. Bus service to the bus 
tunnel light rail area should be expanded. I’d love to see a 
few more businesses, restaurants etc.

Pedestrian needs for those living near greenbelt (ex: the 
neighborhood off Highland Park Way between Othello 
and Austin) are ignored. No crosswalks across this very 
busy area for those getting off the bus or needing to cross 
over Highland Park Way.

The town homes being built in this area should 
not be allowed- they are very poorly designed and 
are contributing to an overall negative feel to our 
neighborhood. Allowing more and more driveway curb 
cuts should also be reconsidered as they take away 
so much from the pedestrian and neighborly feel of 
a streetscape.   Taking the bus to downtown is really 
easy. We could use more bike lanes (on Holden, along 
9th and HP Drive) and crosswalks (Holden and 11th for 
example). The sidewalk going up HP Drive has been 
eaten by the forest and should be redone.  We could use 
more businesses within walkable distances- Westwood 
Village is great if you live over there. Zippie’s on 16th and 
Holden is a great addition, but that’s it- fewer “ghetto 
marts” would be nice- small market/grocery stores (with 
fresh produce) or a sit down cafe would be nice to try to 
encourage to come to our neighborhood.

Highland Park is a scary area to live, especially with a 
young child. I plan on moving elsewhere as soon as I can 
afford it.

Would like more interesting business nearby & walkable. 
More coffee options.

Neighborhoods .....all looking the same, loosing what 
makes them unique. (Building designs and some 
improvements)    Some begin to loose their character

The Seattle School District is the largest property owner 
in the area.  They lock the SW Athletic complex to keep 
the neighbors out.

Transportation is a plus and a minus for me. I commute 
to the Montlake area for work and it is NOT a well 
served corridor, taking up to 1.5 hours to travel via public 
transport. On the other hand, service to downtown is 
great. Also we need more neighborhood restaurants, 
coffeeshops, etc., not just at Westwood Village area, 
but further north as well along the Holden & Henderson 
corridors.

Very concerned about the major increase in burgaries 
this year; my neighbor has been broken into twice.  
The 120 bus on Delridge is always overcrowded at rush 
hour but at least it’s frequent.  The 21 on 35th Ave SW is 
too infrequent.  I am very concerned about long-term 
public transportation options to this neighborhood.  No 
monorail, and nothing on the long-term Sound Transit 
plan to connect us by anything but bus.  Have they put 
bike sharrows on Delridge yet?  They’re needed.

Right now we have great bus service and the Water Taxi 
is wonderful - but it would be great to have a spur of the 
light rail system to West Seattle.

I’d love a grocery store on the corner of Holden and 16th 
(but I realize the city can push that).  I’d also LOVE light 
rail to come down 509.

I don’t understand why the government wastes so 
much money on the housing projects.  They were just 
resided not long ago, now they are all being torn down 
and completely rebuilt.  I’m tired of my tax dollars being 
wasted in such big ways.

more frequent bus service would be an improvement - 
currently every 1/2 hour

It seems as if the problems that are usually confined 
to Delridge and now moving West into some of the 
neighborhoods in the form of burglary and car prowls.
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There is limited bus transportation unless you are going 
to a specific location, there is always increased need 
for more park space as there never seem to be enough 
athletic fields for both youth and adults and the number 
and accessibility of grocery stores has decreased unless 
you have a car to get to them. Lack of sidewalks in some 
areas and lack of crosswalk lights at busy intersections 
without traffic lights remain a big concern especially on 
busy arterials where drivers tend to speed.

I’m very concerned about the future of West Seattle when 
it comes to public transportation. While it is quite easy 
to get downtown on a bus from the Westwood area, we 
seemed to be the forgotten peninsula when it comes to 
light rail. I’ve seen it mentioned elsewhere that a park-
n-ride at the Junction would be extremely beneficial to 
our area and I have to agree. Why DOESN’T West Seattle 
have a park-n-ride? There is an enormous amount of 
property at the Junction with the closure of Huling and 
this seems to be an opportunity ripe for the picking for 
the city.   I love the Water Taxi, and while I know it isn’t 
city run, I would hate to see it disappear. I think it’s a 
vital link for many commuters.   I feel that crime in terms 
of petty theft/car break-ins is on the rise. While I don’t 
know if this is true according to the stats, I don’t feel as 
safe in my home when going for a quick walk. I always 
close everything up now, not trusting that being gone 
for a mere 10 minutes won’t result in a my home being 
invaded.   Westwood Village is a mixed-bag for me. I use 
it for much of my shopping (Target, quick trips to QFC, 
Barnes and Noble, pizza), but I also feel that it could be 
so much better. I would love to see more local places 
there. It’s wonderful that Eats and Gianonni’s have set up 
shop, but we need more of that. A movie theater there 
would be the best!!!  Lastly, I am deeply concerned about 
the “Townhousification” of Delridge. I’m afraid it’s going 
to be creeping farther into the neighborhoods, with me 
winding up with a three story structure on the lot next 
door. This policy is destroying the feel of neighborhoods 
by hailing density over the single-family home.

The SW library was considered a cooling station during 
the heat.  My neighbor said she went down there and 
there was no air conditioning.

Safety is a huge concern in the Highland Park 
neighborhood. The park should continue to take on more 
attention and usefulness to the community. I like the idea 
of bringing more public facilities to this area. The closest 
store I can think of is the 7-11... Westwood Village is close, 
but the rest of the area is residential.

I would like to see better public transportation for this 
area.  As it is, most buses seem to be routed through 
downtown which makes it very tedious to get over to the 
University district where my husband and I both work.    I 
would like to see more businesses--such as restaurants, 
bakeries, etc nearer to my house so that I can walk to 
more places.  Several of the businesses on the corner of 
16th and Holden are eye-sores (the coffee shack, 7-11, 
and the other convenience store).   Pedestrian safety 
crossing Holden street anywhere between 9th and 16th 
is really poor.  It is very dangerous.  In the very least, we 
need several official crosswalks with signage.  Better 
would be, in addition to crosswalks, 1-2 traffic lights.  
People drive much too fast on this stretch of road and are 
not aware of pedestrians.

Transportation to downtown is great, but it’s pretty 
difficult to get anywhere else via public transportation 
without going through downtown.  There have been 
some serious bicycle accidents in the neighborhood in 
the past couple of years, so some better infrastructure 
for bicycles/pedestrians would be good.  There are TOO 
MANY new apartment complexes going up.  Part of what 
I love about this neighborhood is the open space.  Much 
of that greenery is coming down for developers who don’t 
live anywhere near this community.  That’s very sad.  The 
locked fence on the Longfellow Creek Trail at the Sealth 
(“community” - ha ha) athletic field is frustrating.  Again, 
too many new buildings.

Need more parks and park improvements.  More policing 
and focus on livability issues.

New condos and mulit housing structures are not 
appealing and there are still many many buildings and 
homes that are dilapiated and abandoned, adding to the 
“broken window” theory.

There are many vacant houses that need to be addressed.  
There is also a shortage of commercial services in the 
midst of the neighborhood as the churches are using all 
commercial zoned property. Our current plan is extremely 
limited when it comes to Highland Park.

High point development stall previously mentioned

The new housing is not affordable for the current 
residents and is leading to gentrification.     The white 
center downtown business district is still filled with 
violence and remains an unsafe area to travel through, 
this spills over into the Seattle side as well.
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I’ve been quite dissapointed to see all the $$ put into 
transportation improvements such as light rail that have 
completely ignored our area. This seems particularly 
short-sighted when this area will be significantly 
impacted by the taking/falling down of the viaduct. Bus 
service seems to have been stable in terms of routes 
and number of busses, but they are packed full every 
commuter hour trip and that’s not only uncomfortable 
but unsafe.     There have been 5+ break-ins/robberies 
and one very violent home invasion in the houses directly 
around mine just in the last year. Police blame it on new 
hispanic gangs, but some suspect they’re being tipped 
off by neighbors. I would like to see more community 
policing and outreach to help us organize for safety.

no parks for small children - big play structures are only 
possible with a toddler if no one else is around to run 
them over, thus to visit playgrounds we must get in the 
car and drive to another neighborhood.

Poor signage for the off leash area/dog park. 9th Ave SW 
cars speeding. Lack of left hand turn arrows at Henderson 
& Delridge causing traffic backups. Traffic around 
Westwood Village should be evaluated and changes 
made.

I wish that there were more infrastructure in place for 
small retail businesses, restaurants, and markets to root 
in this neighborhood. While small businesses would have 
to compete with Westwood Village, they would also 
provide people in the neighborhood with alternatives.

The worst thing about living where we do is we have to 
travel 6+ miles to the nearest organic food store. Even 
the awesome West Seattle Farmers’ Market is a good 5 
miles away. I wish there were more small businesses like 
the little groceries in White Center. More Town Commons-
style zoning with scooter shops and copy places and 
internet cafes and grocery stores and bookstores.

Traffic concerns stated earlier.  Police involvement in the 
area

Don’t go to White Center much, as parking is limited and 
safety is a concern.  Westwood village is fine.

There is a need for more traffic circles to slow traffic in 
the neighborhood - especially in intersections between 
Delridge and 16th ave SW. Also a concern about the 
seeming endless construction of townhouses/condos 
where single family homes used to be.

see above

I think that are issues with pockets of condensed poverty. 
There are areas where I feel unsafe. I have seen youth 
carrying  guns. I don’t feel safe in certain areas, such as 
16th Ave. SW, 16th and Barton....I also do not believe 
that a jail site would bring any remedy to this situation. 
While there is a Southwest Precinct nearby, I still feel like 
there are people in the neighbhorhood who affiliated with 
gangs, violence, and burglaries.   Also in Westcrest Park, 
there are some shady characters who seem to visit the 
park for sexual relations. Not exactly feel like taking my 
family or kids down the trails.

persistent tagging of neighbors’ fences and retaining 
walls  old islamic center has been for rent for several 
years and has cracked windows

I’m concerned about the long term impacts of having 
the town homes smooshed together on such a small 
property.

Excited about the reservoir cap and the new green space 
it will open up as a park, but concerned about how the 
new park will be left. It needs to be developed, not just 
left as an open field for blackberries and drug deals to 
come back to. Related: we need more sidewalks and 
crosswalks in the neighborhoods next to the WestCrest 
park/dog park. You’ll bring higher traffic to the park, 
bringing crime down, by making it safer for neighborhood 
citizens to walk there.

Are kidding - buses sometimes don’t even show, or are 
so late, you don’t know what bus you’re on. Westwood 
is still an asphalt oasis, and would love to see this more 
a walking, busing and biking destination, than more sq. 
feet alloted to parking cars, than for people to enjoy a 
shopping/resturaunt and social destination. howabout 
connect to longfellow creek and integrate green space at 
Westwood itself.

stop building more buildings such as townhouses. it is 
enough, why build new homes

the pot holes and rough roads that have only gotten 
worse of the years ... the worst probably falls under the 
Delridge area    would like to see more parks/trails that 
would be safe for a single walker, a Trader Joe’s, a Qdoba, 
and a Quiznos
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Unfortunately the business district is auto-oriented and 
does not serve the surrounding neighborhood.  School 
district properties are fenced to keep neighborhood 
people out.

The side streets in my neighborhood are TERRIBLE. It 
seems as though there is attention all over the city and 
we are neglected. Street improvement priorities appear 
given to the north end of the city where there are more 
affluent citizens. I work up north in the Greenwood 
neighborhood and the streets are lovely. I come home 
and hit pot holes, see cracks and crumbling curbs, etc.

I would be great to have a wide array of business 
scattered through out the community. I know that the 
city planners are in love with this urban center concept, 
but as a resident I would rather have a many smaller 
business throughout the community.

Bus service is horrible to and from West Seattle in 
general. The crime makes me nervous, and we’re 
tired of the blight from new multi-family housing; it’s 
everywhere, and it has to stop.

Need fewer box stores and more local shops and 
restaurants, reminiscent of the CA/AK Junction. Would be 
great to have more variety on our south end...a natural 
grocery store (PCC) would be wonderful as well.

The 4-lane roads that neighbor our district are 
underutilized thus causing excessive speed. SW 35th and 
SW Roxbury. These should be converted to 2 lanes plus a 
turn lane and a bike lane.    For a neighborhood that has 
good transit access to buses, the land use is underutilized 
and should be densified.

The the population along delridge way has become 
increasingly more dense with  the construction of new 
condos but the lack of planning to account for the extra 
traffic along delrgide. Keeping delridge a one lane with a 
bike lane is not going to solve the congestion .

We need sidewalks!
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Delridge carries a lot of traffic, yet it is poorly 
designed, ugly and dangerous for pedestrians 
and bicyclists.

Not involved in the original plan,  but overall 
some progress has been made to make Highland 
Park a more livable neighborhood.

The improvements to the Longfellow Creek 
trail, SW Community Center/Complex and the 
SW Library have all added to the neighborhood. 
However, the link between Highland Park and 
Westwood doesn’t seem all that strong and the 
improvements to the Triangle and Delridge areas 
have quite a way to go.

A. Longfellow Creek Trail-good.  B. Integrate 
Denny/Sealth-bad. C. Triangle Commercial Core-
bad D. Delridge Improvements-bad

Longfellow Creek plan seems implemented - but 
it wasn’t the city that did this - so no credit there.

The Longfellow Creek trail is a fantastic asset, 
but it doesn’t “connect” to anywhere I want to 
go, it’s purely for recreation.  The complex is 
great, but there is no signage (or calendar) to 
tell me what’s going on--I’ve never felt welcome.  
I never visit the “commercial triangle core”--I 
use Westwood and White Center.  Delridge is 
probably improved, I’m not sure.  I bike it but 
avoid walking it.  It needs a grocery store (can we 
add that to the list of priorities?)!

Ive seen things change but the people are being 
driven out of the area which isn’t fair. the real 
change we need is affordable housing and out 
reach to those who need it to make sure they get 
a hold of it.

I know of no pathway or trail improvement 
progress.  What steps do you feel have been 
accomplished in the Revitalization of the Triangle 
Commercial Core, or did we miss something?

Is there a plan?

As I read them and understand them, we seem to 
be meeting them.

Longfellow Creek is great.

Delridge still needs lots of improvements.

Longfellow Creek went well.  Building up the business district 
has not gone as well.  Adding more housing/density has been 
accomplished.

The plan is so full of jargon that only planners can understand it

Still not exactly sure what the outcome is supposed to be.

The walkability from Highland Park to Westwood Village remains 
poor--no one seems to use the Longfellow Creek trail. The SW 
Athletic Complex and the Community Center to appear to anchor 
the neighborhood, along with Westwood Village.

The plan doesn’t really address Highland park and the 
neighborhoods (Westwood & Highland Park) are still not well 
linked. The south civic center is not well implemented and the 
locked fences make it look/feel like a penitentiary. One gateway 
has been implemented. Gateways need to be implemented at all 
entrances to the neighborhood.

Question 3: please describe how well your Neighborhood plan vision 
and key strategies are being achieved.
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The Longfellow Creek trail system has progressed along 
Longfellow Creek which is great, though I don’t see any 
new pedestrian/bicycle connections extending east-
west from there. Perhaps this will be incorporated in the 
Delridge signalization project, although again I’d like to 
say that we need viable routes for bikes and pedestrians 
that are separated from motorized vehicles too, and not 
just a stripe on a busy street. There are opportunities 
for these, in particular the bike/pedestrian trail through 
the West Duwamish greenbelt at SSCC going down to 
West Marginal Way proposed by the Riverview Trail 
Improvement Project (Rtrip). 
I’m hoping that the Denny/Sealth Southwest integration 
project will include public walking/bike trails through it 
and connecting to Westwood Village (which I also hope 
will redesign its pedestian/bike and even car-unfriendly 
parking lot - what a lost opportunity) and connect with 
the Longfellow Creek trail in a much more identifiable 
way. 
The triangle core continues to improve.

The summary I looked at didn’t really seem to address the 
north end of Highland Park at all.

Traffic is too heavy for the roads, revitalization has been 
very slow in triangle area

I don’t think enough affordable housing is being built.

Development seems to be the key driver on this - it 
remains to be seen whether certain less prominent 
aspects of the plan continue to generate action i.e. 
business development (and development period) in the 
triangle area.

Integrate the Denny/Sealth Southwest Recreation 
Complex Master Plan is the only positive change I can 
see.

My neighborhood seems to be a little ignored pocket 
of the larger neighborhood plan. We’re not down at 
Westwood, not on Delridge, and not in White Center. 
But we have a lot of local teens who are not monitored 
or engaged in constructive activity, and we have a lot of 
marginally employed/substance abusers renting in the 
neighborhood. That’s not a good mix.

There are things in our plan that I’m not as 
knowledgeable about, and things that I’m concerned 
about, that aren’t included in our plan.

Delridge Way is a HUGE improvement!  Longfellow creek 
is a work in progress...I feel that in theory it is a great 
plan, but it also unfortunately attracts the homeless and 
drug users to the wooded areas.  In addition, things not 
mentioned in the report, but that have been occurring 
are:  park improvements at westcrest, covering the 
reservoir and the potential for a spray park at the 
Highland Park playground.  These are all wonderful 
projects that will positively impact the neighborhood.  
However, the potential jail site is a detriment to the 
neighborhood, as we are already struggling to improve 
the reputation of the area.

I think the city is doing well performing what the plan 
articulates.

Longfellow creek trail - has been completed and is nice.  
The Denny/Sealth recreation complex is not accessible 
to the public and restricts pedestrian access and flow.  
Delridge is in horrible shape and seems a hazardous 
corridor for bicycles.

The updated library and community centers are a great 
boon to the neighborhood, and well used. The addition of 
housing, including low-income housing has dramatically 
increased. Parks seem to be well-maintained.

I think the neighborhood plan needs to be revisited that 
current residents can have input in their visions of the 
neighborhood.

I very much appreciate the work on Longfellow Creek. I 
see that priorities as laid out are being achieved. But as 
in my previous comments, I would appreciate a greater 
emphasis on weaving small businesses into the human/
pedestrian/bike/eco-friendly vision we are working to 
achieve for local residents. Meaningful local commerce is 
an essential aspect of any true neighborhood.

Revitalizing the SW Henderson, 15th SW, and Roxbury 
St. area does not seem to be that much better than it 
was a long while ago. The Walgreens on the corner does 
not invite pedestrian traffic with a back entrance and 
parking lot and lack of large windows. That is the only 
thing that seems to be “improved” in that area. There is a 
new ice cream shop in the area which is a nice community 
building kind of business. The signage and the crumbling 
buildings in the White Center area is a sad comment on 
the condition of the neighborhood.
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It would be great to have the Longfellow Creek trail 
connect to bike / hike trails that avoid Delridge and other 
busy streets.  
Parking is still a concern during events at the recreation 
complex.  
The Triangle Commercial Area needs more family-friendly 
options. Full Tilt ice cream is a start. What about a farmer 
/ craft market?

1) Longfellow creek trail stops at trenton and you have to 
find an alternate route, meanwhile “Linking Westwood 
and Highland park” implies a west/east corridor which 
does not exist. 
2)I never use the denny sealth thing but my 
understanding is that its an asset so A+ rating for that 
3)Revitalize Triangle Core, well there is a fancy park there 
now but other than that I don’t see it.  Props to Cafe 
Rozella for what they’re doing. 
4)Delridge Improvement....really?  I don’t think think I’ve 
seen once instance of improvement.   Maybe the fact that 
the police station is there so “theoretically” I wouldn’t 
be witnessing shootouts and drug deals on delridge.  
In general the only thing positive that I can see is that 
numerous multi unit rentals were bulldozed and replaced 
with expensive town homes and these town homes were 
bought by “wealthier” people seeking an affordable place 
with good access to downtown.  So the catalyst was really 
the overheated housing market which is gone for now.

Multi-Family developments seem to be popping up 
without much of an overall plan with respect to their 
design features (some are very ugly in my opinion).  Also 
more people are parking on the street making most 
streets “one lane” with cars parked on both sides.

The denser housing is great, but adequate parking needs 
to be included.  Cars are parked crookedly (becuase of no 
curbs/sidewalks) all over the place.

Again, the deprioritization of neighborhood planning in 
the last 8 years has left us in a state where we really need 
to start over.

There have been noticeable changes in the last 5 years.  
More to be done, but I applaud the start.

I don’t believe the Longfellow Creek Legacy Trail has 
been extended to link to Highland Park, but I may be 
wrong....  The trail does not seem to be patrolled and is 
not lit (which is fine, as it is a nature trail), so I don’t know 
how safe I would feel running it alone.  It is, however, 
very well maintained, which is much appreciated and 
noticed by its regular users.  The fence around the Denny-
Sealth Athletic Complex makes it feel more like private 
property not open to the public than a community 
athletic complex.  Parking and crowd control seems fine, 
but the fact that the gate is often locked even on the part 
that is supposed to be the Longfellow Creek Legacy Trail 
is irritating for those of us trying to use it.  I don’t spend 
much time in the triangle commercial core, but that 
reason is partly because there has not been anything that 
has a strong draw for me there.  Not sure if that’s because 
good draws (revitalized places) don’t exist or just because 
I need to get out more.  As I’ve already mentioned, 
Delridge has experienced some serious bicycle accidents 
lately.  I don’t know of any improvements that have been 
made to the road or to the sidewalks to make them safer 
for pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists.

I wish the city’s status report showed the baseline 
demographic information from 1997.  The 9 foot high 
fences around school property near Thistle SW makes it 
difficult for pedestrians/cyclists to traverse in that area.  
If the gate is locked, people must go around this school 
yard ‘penitentiary.’  Pedestrian safety and transit service 
need to be improved.
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Better understanding and rules on where multi-family 
buildings can be built so that it doesn’t dismantle the 
single-family residences that can grow the strength 
of a neighborhood. Safety issues---such as the loose 
dogs and gangs. And continuing to work on improving 
the business areas of the Triangle and Delridge.

Add:  integrate Westwood Town Center into the 
surrounding neighborhood through pedestrian-
oriented development, pedestrian travel-ways and 
residential uses on-site

Transportation is not even addressed, as far as I can 
tell, in the neighborhood plan... rapid ride, seems 
vapid ride right now... when is it coming?  Just 
recently, I waited 1.5 hours for a 21 bus to go back 
home, after a day on Bainbridge Is.  This is crazy! I was 
so tired and upset. This turns me off from using public 
transportation because it is sooooo inefficient.

They may be important to someone else, but 
they aren’t for me.  I think Delridge pedestrian 
improvements (and a grocery!) are important.

We need to address the increased traffic volume in the 
area

For me

Transportation, Strenghening local economy, strong 
schools, and food security should be the focus of our 
neighborhood plans... I think we are headed towards a 
point where we are going to have to be more resilient and 
independent at the local community level.

Need to address crowd management at the SW 
Recreation complex.  It is a nice facility.

The changing demographics and the associated 
philosophical shift are bringing to the front the need for 
safe walkable neighborhoods; meaning good schools, 
access to stores and restaurants without having to use a 
car, and the need for local entertainment, professional, 
and health services.

I’d like to see something on there about linking us up with 
the light rail system, improving transportation options, 
revitalizing 35th Ave SW. I’d love it if our neighborhood 
were more walkable in the north end of Westwood.

Hopefully the Delridge signalization project will somehow 
provide a safe and amenable walk/bike way, as well as 
streamlining traffic for cars. 
Also, there is so much residential development 
happening on the east side of this district (Riverview/
Highland Park) with seemingly no thought to walkable 
infrastructure. We need stores and restaurants we can 
walk to! Bravo Zippies and Jo-Jo’s for taking a first step.

Most of the strategies are important objectives, but 
they need to be expanded to include the Highland Park 
neighborhood.

Where are the goals for the neighborhood beyond 
Westwood Village?

Riverview Trail is a priority on the Neighborhood Plan, but 
I really do not think much has been done on it for the past 
5 years . . . Why is this?

See answer to earlier question.

Transportation needs to be more of a priority. More 
housing density should also be a priority.

Question 3: please describe the priorities for your neighborhood.

Are they still the priorities?

don’t know/
neutral

no, not at allsome priorities
have changed,
some haven’t

yes, very
much so
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40
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Delridge still has a ways to go.

We should focus more on increasing the number of good, 
sustainable, well paying jobs (ie not retail jobs) in our 
community. Maybe a couple of office buildings, with their 
own parking garages?

The attack of density via poorly designed and built 
townhomes plagues us as it does most areas of the city. 
Some of the ones in our neighborhood are going to look 
awful in less than ten years and are creating canyons of 
looming buildings along our arterials. Creating some sort 
of overarching vision for this needed population growth 
capacity is paramount.

Seems like Longfellow Creek is about handled. Let’s 
move onto other things. Transportation into and out of 
West Seattle should be the priority, along with improving 
community in our rather large section of the city. We have 
a lot of cops here, and they give tickets for stupid things. 
Let’s stop merely adding cops, and start focusing on 
improving community.

The trail thing seems like Seattle BS... how many 
people actually use it? The lower income people in this 
neighborhood need a lot more important things than a 
walking trail.

Connect the Westwood Village shopping center to the 
recreation complex - currently the path way between the 
two is not always reliably open. Develop better indoor 
and outdoor play areas for young children so that families 
of all ages can enjoy the space. More open play areas 
that are consistently open to the public (the Sealth fields 
are often locked). Consider using the Denny School site 
for a park. Traffic calming and better crosswalk options 
(near the bus stops because kids cut across the street to 
catch buses) on Thistle. This would also allow for better 
pedestrian flow from Westwood Village through to the 
Longfellow Creek trail.

I’ve whined a lot about transit and connectivity so I guess 
I’d like to see that as a priority.  I would also like to see 
some creative solutions to providing people something to 
do instead of drugs, alcohol.  I think there also should be 
some more parks.  The neighborhood kids near me really 
don’t have an open space to play in nearby. 
The police always say that you need to clean up graffiti 
otherwise you’ll get more. There is trash on our streets 
and our alleyway’s look like the roads of a third world 
nation?  Why doesn’t the street sweeper come during the 
day?

In this economy, local governments have no doubt had to 
scale back plans.

Sure.  I like trails, community, revitalization, and safety.  :)

A few neighbors were involved in the neighborhood plan 
many years ago; however, many more (like me) were not 
involved at that time.  The city’s status report was missing 
large amounts of information, so it would be good to 
have more citizen education and involvement on this.  
People in the neighbor would then be able to answer your 
question in an informed way.
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reducing crime (car prowls and res burglary) and youth 
violence.

Public amenities and transportation networks.

Personal safety, crime reduction, business development, 
traffic control.

development patterns

Nice job on the reports thus far

Schools and Transportation

Transportation - Community gathering space - less 
asphalt and more permeable suirfaces.

Local food, local businesses, alternative transportation.

affordable housing and getting the info to those who 
need it. Also on public safety in the white center business 
district which still is violent and dangerous, this affects 
the Seattle side as well.

Meetings in the area more than once to get input; and 
treat all the neighborhoods equally

Neighborhood road repair and due to the building of new 
condos and apartments in the West Seattle an overall 
plan on how to handle the traffic flow in and out of West 
Seattle, for example I-5, I-90 and hwy 99 connections. 
Moving the Vashion Ferry to the Seattle docks and adding 
Light Rail at the Alaska Junction or Admiral area. license 
and tax bike riders and use the money to build bike lanes 
away from the streets. Bikes are a road hazard and they 
hold up traffic.

continue with the plan

pedestrians

Transportation, Education, Business Districts

safety plan for the Denny and Sealth merge.

Pedestrian safety and accessibility

public amenities, housing affordability

Parks, Safety, business.

Designing for the transportation constrained city that 
Seattle is becoming.  This means facilitating the growth 
of smaller neighborhood business districts (outside of 
White Center and Westwood Village) and improving 
pedestrian safety.

Environmental issues (keeping the stormwater system 
clean, planting/restoring/maintaining urban and street 
trees, removing invasives, caring for wildlife habitat, 
public education re toxics used on lawns and gardens) 
Public transportation 
Pedestrian/bike trails 
Encouragement of cross-cultural/cross-generational 
engagement

Residential areas in the planning area and more specific 
projects

transportation hazards, such as the Holden/Highland Park 
Way intersection where there seem to be an abundance 
of accidents, for example.

Housing affordabilty

Safety

Transportation.

Increasing transportation options, revitalizing 35th ave 
SW, review the town home boom.

lessening automobile traffic (fewer roads where cars have 
priority and more places where bikes and peds can safely 
integrate with other forms of traffic)

safety, crime, drug enforcement

A better connection to community safety, crime watch, 
traffic control, policing, aggressive outreach to involve 
residents.

Transportation (park-n-ride at the Junction, light rail), 
development patterns

Safety and community building.

Safety and building businesses

Question 4: the Status reports should focus more on...
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transportation  
should look at White center - I live in White Center/
shorewood and have many comments for my community 
-biggest is transportation-waiting for anexation.

crime. walkability. run down houses/vacant houses.

I would love to see a spray park at Highland park or at the 
new resevoir park/Westcrest park

Land use - keep & enlarge green spaces, reduce sub-lots 
with townhomes on them, specifically prohibit jails in 
neighborhood. 
Boundary of neighborhood plan should be expanded to 
include area east to 1st Ave S bridge/Duwamish. 
Highland Park needs a business strategy (and business 
district).

Parks and Open Space and Issues of public safety

pedestrian connections, wayfinding

Quality development of multifamily homes; a mixture of 
single and multifamily residences.

I am not real sure if there should be more or less focus on 
anything in specific.

Traffic improvements and speed control measures 
on both Barton and Roxbury.  Combating graffiti and 
vandalism.

alowing traffic through 25th ave sw behind the staples 
store or turning it into a small park

Development patterns. Transportation networks.

Safety, keeping small businesses afloat, support local 
diversity of ethnicity and economic status

Safety, community activities.

Transit and easy public transit, especially from Westwood 
to the Junction

crime prevention

business development, crime prevention/gang & drug 
activity

Pedestrian Safety 
Taking steps to continue to grow the value of property

Stabilizing the housing market in the area and keeping 
the schools open and funded

safety, crime

Biking and walking safety!   We REALLY need safe places 
to bike.   A road, esp with cars parked on both sides can 
be SO dangerous.

Crime prevention

continued housing affordability, transportation networks 
and neighborhood demographics

transportation options - walkable communities where 
business districts are walkable to more residents - 
townhome regulations and lot use regulations.

cleaning up abandoned/trashed residences. 
parks for toddlers

Delridge SW way improvements ROADS, signal lights 
upgraded

Development of businesses and community efforts. 
Gang activity.

Getting teens positively engaged in community; working 
with owners of rundown rentals to fix them up and get 
better renters in. More transportation options that 
connect our neighborhood with areas beyond just the 
downtown area.

Revitalizing the Triangle commercial core and making 
that area feel safe.  I enjoy some of the new restaurants 
but would never go there after dark.

completing the reservoir project and creating a clever, 
cost effective and well thought out plan for the use of 
space to positively draw people to the neighborhood.  It 
is one of the best overlooks of the city and mountains in 
west seattle!

traffic control

getting community member involvement. how are the 
neighborhood groups run? Sometimes they seem run by 
a few people who are very capable, but there isn’t much 
room for other voices or participation. Also  more focus 
on tree protection.

Business revitalization in existing areas.
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Focus on Maintaining a Commuinities “Flavor” and 
integrate Culture and Sustainability by getting more 
feedback from “Folks on the Streets” in the business 
districts about what is important to keep in their neighbor 
hood.  What brings them to where they are shopping.  
(How about? Survey’s in stores....offering prizes for 
reply’s ) Community based booths at Fairs and Festivals 
hearing from “Folks” attending community events??

open spaces and adding more round abouts in our 
neighborhoods as many place are seeing an influx of 
young people with young children and other continue to 
speed thu streets as there are no stop signs

safety

Increased parking, affordable housing, more local quality 
employment.

Expanding community access to neighborhood retail 
services. 
The natural corridor of Longfellow Creek has been 
well served, this effort now needs to shift over to the 
Duwamish Green Belt area- a huge asset to the city 
that has yet to be fully realized. With the addition of the 
Soundway property, we could have trails that run all 
the way from Westcrest Park the West Seattle Bridge. 
The forest needs big help with invasives removal and 
restoration of sustainable forest.

Putting in mass transit like light rail.

Bike lanes and pedestrian walking.

affordable housing, targeted density by commercial 
areas, keeping single family housing focus

Transportation. Community. Theft and gang violence.

preserving open space, parks and forests, green building, 
density and mixed use buildings

transportation and safety

building communities through neighborhood events; 
classes and workshops for the community (at the 
library or the community centers, maybe) on issues of 
sustainability; development of safe low-income housing 
environments; safety for neighborhood inhabitants; 
infrastructure for small businesses; cultural diversity, and 
the celebration thereof

Resident input, particularly from individuals who have 
English as their Second language and citizens who 
may not have access to the internet or made it to the 
neighbhorhood planning event.  
Their should also be a focus on including support of small 
businesses, and public safety.

Safety

Weaving small businesses (Town Commons-style 
zoning with little grocery stores, scooter shops, copy 
places, internet cafes and bookstores) into the human/
pedestrian/bike/eco-friendly vision we are working to 
achieve for local residents.

Infrastructure. I think that if the roads and the upkeep of 
public buildings/spaces/parks are not a focus there cannot 
be community pride. If there is no community pride then 
the pride in personal property deteriorates. I also think 
there should be a concentrated effort in revitalizing 
the 16th SW/roxbury area. This area attracts unsavory 
businesses and does not support family and community. 
XXX adult related retail does not make for nice neighbors.

Why isn’t there a housing plan in place? 
Many streets are in disrepair, and access by bicycle to the 
Junction should be easier. 
More support for local businesses to beautify and 
revitalize their store fronts and properties. Many places 
have already done so, but there are quite a few old run 
down warehouses left still.

safety, especially traffic flow and traffic calming 
connecting resources - the shopping at Westwood Village, 
the recreation center, and the Longfellow Creek trail 
supporting revitalization in the triangle business area

*Public Transit Connectivity (External and West Seattle 
Internal) 
*Bike/Walking Paths that are not on City Streets 
*Small Parks the size of yard lots. It would be nice 
(probably too nice) if one existed on every block. 
*Deter Property crimes and open drug dealing.  Take a 
couple of the dedicated traffic cops that are always out 
during school season and increase the number of squad 
cars patrolling the streets. 
*Renewed Focus on Delridge Roxbury area.

*Sustainable “Urban” Density
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Integrating new construction into an overall plan 
with respect to design of structures and providing 
infrastructure for the increase in density.

Transportation, housing affordability, safety

crime!!

safety/ crime prevention

reducing crime, cleaning up abandoned houses and 
vehicles on the street, keeping the sidewalks clean and 
weed free

With all the good things (more housing, thriving business 
districts) come bad things too (like more traffic, less 
parking).  I would like there to be an ackowledgement 
that a balance needs to be struck.

Crime/gang activity 
Noise enforcement

BIG trees in the “urban village”, bike paths, pedestrian 
safety, police presence

bicycle connectivity and parking.  Transit, especially the 
ST 560 run to Seatac is important here. 
safety

business development

I notice street-scapes, landscapes, parks and shared 
outdoor spaces.

neighborhood safety

preservation of green space, protection of sensitive 
environmental areas (such as Longfellow Creek), 
improving public transportation as well as other 
infrastructure for non-car commuters (bikes and 
pedestrians), cleaning up -- litter, graffiti, etc.

Effective and timely public outreach as well as authentic 
community dialogue-type open houses.  (Not just fake 
window-dressing).
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Less focus on doing nothing. (or very little)

improving walkability of the neighborhood

walk ways and pedestrian activity

Painting bike lanes on our roads and closing our parks and 
streets to have “Bicycle Sunday”. Those sort of things.

stick with the plan- hold other accountable for their part 
in making change.

Providing Housing...  I think this asset will continue to 
deflate in value, we may find we have overbuilt for the 
time being.

development patterns

less on policies and jargon

demographics

Demographics.

nothing on the list.

cars, driving, having ways to get places fast in cars. Screw 
cars.

?

Beautification.

bike lanes

building massive amounts of cookie-cutter condos

Continuing to be charitable to those to make poor 
decisions and place themselves in less than ideal living 
situations.

Further/new residential development projects

condos

Development!   Stop this crazy building 14 houses on 
every small corner of green space!

There should be less of a focus on the urban village at 
Westwood.

continued residential development of new, multi - unit 
buildings - develop and increase use of existing buildings 
that are currently empty.

I believe the saftey issues in and around Delridge are 
more important than the sports complex.  Before parents 
will let there kids go there it needs to be safe.

Retail, recreation, feel good projects. Also revising 
Sealth/Denny merger plans (eliminating their parking 
requirements) to dump more cras on the neighborhood 
streets (up to 500 of them) really sucks for the folks who 
live near the schools. It was also really shady how they did 
it too. Destroys trust, and makes folks like me not want to 
get involved.

Frivolous citations. Everything else needs a lot of focus.

development of middle-class townhomes; properties 
for lease which are only affordable to corporate chain-
businesses

uniformity

I think the priorities that have been set are appropriate. 
There have been great improvements over the last 10 
years. I just think that infrastructure should be at the top 
of the list.

Denny Sealth Recreation

buildings...

I don’t use community centers and go online or to 
Barnes & Noble, not the library, like a lot of people in my 
neighborhood.  However, that doesn’t mean community 
centers and libraries are less important to other people.  
And I support what improves overall quality of life.

development!  As in, eliminating green spaces to build 
more retail and housing units, when all the apartments 
have vacancy, there are several empty store fronts, 
and every block has a house for sale.  If Seattle’s 
population was absolutely skyrocketing right now, I could 
understand, but it just isn’t the right thing to do in this 
present economy and when there are so many currently 
existing alternatives (for housing and retail space).

“Glossy”-style picture board open houses were neighbors 
do not have a chance to discuss issues with each other 
AND with city planners, etc.

Question 4: the Status reports should focus less on...
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B, C and D of the key priorities seems to be bearly touched by the city. 
Shameful - why have a neighborhood plan at all, if it is ignored. Bike 
lanes on Delridge, not on the southend - you take your life in your hands. 
I stay on the side streets when possible. When cars park on the side of 
the street - there is no safe passage for bikes. Parking and traffic mgmt. 
is mentioned - but I don’t see improvements - and Transportation has to 
be a priority for this Urban Village.

Quality of new construction/major renovations to promote health, 
safety, and environmental responsibilty.  Needs to be incentives or 
support for LEED, Built Green, or other green building rating systems or 
benchmarking.

public safety in the downtown White Center business district.

Addressing ethnic diversity concerns/options/opportunities in the areas

The neighborhood impact of hte Denny and Sealth merge.  This looks 
like a huge safety problem for the kids, faculty and neighbors.

I don’t understand this question.

The West Duwamish Greenbelt is not mentioned in the Neighborhood Plan, yet it is a very important resource not only 
for our neighborhoods, but for the entire city. The Greenbelt needs much restoration and care, and I think this should 
definitely be a Key Strategy for our neighborhood. This could be connected with Westcrest Park, and could become 
a focal point for many issues: involve people from all demographics and for all sorts of activities (planning strategies, 
planting trees, clearing invasives, birdwatching, walking, biking...and many more). The Greenbelt is a huge part of West 
Seattle that is seen from all over the City - please give it a place on the list.

West Duwamish Greenbelt , Riverview, White Center

Safety component (walking safety, more patrols, etc.

See above in increased focus box.

transportation -- how do people get around? Bikes? Public transport? Distance to jobs?

See above.

programming for youth, early learning

Addressing the concerns of gentrification

The plans for the resevoir park

It really focuses on Westwood and says little about Highland Park. 
Needs to take into account economic viability local jobs. 
Traffic safety

Economic development of northeastern Highland Park.

Question 4: are there important gaps in the Status reports?

no

yes

Are there any important gaps 
in the DRAFT status reports?
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Open space, walkways na dtrails need more work.  This 
area seems to be built around the car and making it easier 
and safer for other commuting methods would be n ice.

Crime prevention

Not sure how this would be incorporated but , my 
experience of this neighborhood for the past 20 
years, has shown that a huge gap exists in the overall 
engagement of the neighborhood as a community unit. 
There are pockets of involvement that don’t transfer to 
other groups especially for groups of people of different 
ethnicities and races. It would be good to find a way to 
increase engagement and cohesiveness in that particular 
area.

see above

Transportation, community outreach and policing

see “more focus section” maybe I should have put that 
here.

Looks like most demographic info is from year 2000. That 
was almost 10 years ago. Updated demographics would 
provide us more information to target plans with.

I wonder what outreach has been done with communities 
that primarily speak “Languages other than English” at 
Home.  (I wish the “Some Other Language” were worded 
in a more culturally sensitive manner. This representation 
of ....Primarily Speak English at home, I feel, is 
disrespectful to those speaking Languages other than 
English at Home, as the primary language. The numbers 
may be  understated for those speaking other languages  
because, this survey is done in English?  Suggest : 
Contract with COmmunity Based Organizations, to reach 
a diverse representaion which will better reflect the 
Diversity which is Seattle.

Tranpsortation

Not enough talk about local quality jobs. It’s all just feel 
good projects.

Perhaps in the way the neighborhoods are laid out. 
However that is a relative thing that might be too hard to 
address. Also in my neighborhood I wonder about how 
well you are doing outreach to the Hispanic population- 
a very active and communally focused constituancy. 
Almost 20% of our neighborhood is identified as Hispanic. 
How can the city help to integrate this population with 
other groups in the area?

the status of community involvement in the next phase of 
the sports complex

I feel like I need more time to delve into the draft status 
reports. It would be nice to process this with other 
community members.

SPL lost its synergistic relationship with KCLS in the 
timeframe covered in the draft status report. This has 
adversely affected Seattle residents. It’s wrong that SPL 
didn’t repay KCLS for its lontime kindness to Seattle 
residents.

Not that I can think of

Arbor Heights

My notes on this are at home, sorry.  (I’m at the 
downtown library trying to get this in by the deadline 
today.)
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