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The Sexual Orientation Opinion Survey was conducted during the 2006 Pride weekend. A total of 54 surveys were completed or partially competed. The percentages listed in this summary are based on the number of responses to each particular question.
Gauging Community Needs

Priorities

Respondents were asked to check off their top 5 priorities from a list given (with the option of writing in their own answers). Same sex marriage topped the list with 42 people checking it off as a top priority. The rest of the priorities chosen in order of number of votes given were:

Domestic partner benefits (24)

Safety on the street and prevention of suicide among GLBT youth (23)
Support for LGBT parents and their children (21)

Healthcare (18)

Racism 

The majority of respondents said they believe racism exists in the LGBT community. Of the 51 people who responded to the question of whether racism exists in the LGBT community, 43 said yes, 2 said no and 6 said they were unsure. 

Discrimination 
Awareness of Protected Class

The majority of respondents (84%) are aware that sexual orientation is now protected throughout Washington State from illegal discrimination in housing, employment, public places, credit and insurance. 

Incidents of Discrimination
Of the 49 people who responded to the question of whether they had experienced discrimination based on sexual orientation, 51% said they had. 

Of the 48 people responded to the question of whether they had experienced discrimination based on gender identity, 29% said they had. 

Of the 50 people who responded to the question of whether they had experienced discrimination based on their race/ethnicity, 22% said they had. 

(Note: some respondents reported experiencing discrimination in multiple categories)

Type of Discrimination
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The greatest percentage of discrimination incidents experienced by survey respondents occurred in employment.  Twenty percent occurred in public accommodations and 14% in housing (see chart above). 

Survey respondents reported that 17 incidents occurred in Seattle, 16 outside Seattle but in Washington State and 10 outside Washington State.
One incident of discrimination occurred in the last 6 months. Eight incidents occurred in the last 6-12 months, fourteen in the last 1-2 years, twelve 2-5 years ago and seventeen occurred over 5 years ago.  
Reporting Incidents of Discrimination
Only one person surveyed said they reported the incident to SOCR and they reported being dissatisfied with the service.

Only four people reported the incident of discrimination to any government agency. Of the 35 who did not report the incident, 12 said they did not know they could and 18 felt nothing would be done. Respondents listed retaliation including loss of housing and student status, insufficient evidence, “not worth the fight” and “too angry” as reasons why they chose not to report the incident.  

Due to the small, non-representative nature of this survey caution should be taken in interpreting sub-categories. With that note however, the difference between whites and people of color for not reporting discrimination are striking. 
	
	White
	People of Color

	Did not know they could report the incident 
	26%
	50%

	Thought nothing would be done if they did report the incident
	56.5%
	25%


These percentages may indicate a lack of awareness of civil rights enforcement agencies amongst people of color and white people and a lack of faith in the process or in the ability to have a problem resolved.
Respondent Demographics

Age

The ages of respondents ranged from 14 to 61 years old. Forty percent of the respondents were between 21 and 30 years old. Twenty-two percent were between 30 and 40 years of age and fifteen percent were between 40 and 50 years and 50 and 60 years respectively. One person was over 60.

Race/Ethnicity
	Race/Ethnicity
	Percentage
	Number of People

	White
	73%
	38

	Hispanic/Latino
	5.8%
	3

	Native American
	5.8%
	3

	Mixed Race
	5.8%
	3 

	African American
	3.8%
	2

	Asian/Pacific American
	3.8%
	2

	Middle Eastern
	1.9%
	1

	Other (write-in responses)
	
	1 East Indian 
1 Romanian(Gypsy) 
1 Jewish

1 Deaf


Orientation/Gender Identity

40%    Lesbian

32%    Gay

10%    Bisexual

10%    Straight

Other (write-in responses): Asexual, Butch, Undecided

Out/Not out

73%  Out

17%  Partially Out

9%    Not Out

Based on Sexual Orientation





Based on Gender Identity





Based on Race/Ethnicity
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