
Comprehensive Plan Update

Kevin O’Neill, Tom Hauger

Seattle Freight Advisory Board

September 15, 2015



 State Growth Management Act requires us to plan for growth

Purpose

 Growth Strategy

 Land Use

 Transportation 

 Housing

 Capital Facilities

 Utilities

 Economic Development

 Environment

 Parks and Open Space

 Arts and Culture

 Community Well-Being

 Container Port

 Shoreline Management

Elements

Comprehensive Plan framework

 City vision and core values

 20-year blueprint to guide 

future growth and investments

 High-level goals and policies

 Growth Forecasts (2015-2035)

 +70,000 HH; 120,000 people

 +115,000 jobs



Comprehensive Plan Schedule and Next 

Steps

May 2015 Release of Comp Plan DEIS and 

equity analysis

July 2015 Release of public review draft of 

Comp Plan update

Summer/Fall 2015 SDOT advisory board, Planning 

Commission, and public review and 

comment on public review draft 

Early 2016 Release of FEIS and Mayor’s 

recommended Comp Plan

Mid 2016 City Council approval of Plan



• Released in July:  
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cityplanning/completeprojects
list/comprehensiveplan/documents/default.htm

• Outline of Transportation Element
– Integrating Land Use and Transportation 

– Make the Best Use of the Streets We Have

– Transportation Options 

– Environment

– Support a Vibrant Economy

– Safety

– Connecting to the Region

– Operations and Maintenance

– Measuring Level of Service

– Funding

Public Review Draft of Comprehensive Plan

http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cityplanning/completeprojectslist/comprehensiveplan/documents/default.htm


• TG5  Strengthen mobility and access for the movement of goods and services to 
enhance and promote economic opportunities throughout the city for all 
residents and businesses.

• T2.1  Designate space in the public right-of-way to accommodate multiple travel 
modes, including transit, freight movement, pedestrians, bicycles, general 
purpose traffic, and shared transportation options.

• T5.1  Maintain Seattle as the hub for regional goods movement and as a 
gateway to national and international suppliers and markets.

• T5.2  Develop a freight network in the Freight Master Plan that enhances freight 
mobility, operational efficiencies, and promote the city’s economic health.

• T5.3  Ensure that freight corridors are designed, maintained and operated to 
provide efficient movement of truck traffic.

• T5.6  Evaluate the feasibility of grade-separation in locations where train-
induced street closings result in significant delay and safety issues to other traffic.

• T8.1  Maintain the transportation system to keep it operating and maximize its 
useful life.

Example of Goals/Policies Relating to Freight



Make the Best Use 

of the Streets We Have

• Identifies policies and a 
framework for ROW 
allocation decisions

• Supports Move Seattle

• Describes ROW 
allocation process to 
internal and external 
audiences

• Guides modal plan 
integration



Right-of-Way Zones



Right-of-Way Functions



Outcome:  multi-functional streets



ROW 

Allocation 

Decision 

Process

• Allocate space on 

Seattle’s streets to safely 

and efficiently connect 

people and good to their 

destinations while 

creating inviting spaces 

within the ROW (Goal 

TG2)

• See policies T2.1-2.8



Level of Service (LOS)

• LOS is a quantitative or qualitative measure of the 
performance of transportation systems and 
facilities

• Traditionally, LOS has focused on vehicle 
congestion (traffic volumes/road capacity)

• The Growth Management Act (GMA) requires LOS 
standards for all locally owned arterials and transit 
routes

• Puget Sound Regional Council is seeking LOS 
standard that focus on all modes of transportation
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Current LOS Standard

• Screenlines to assess 

ratio of traffic volume 

to capacity

• Generally allow for a 

high level of 

congestion.

• Used for arterials and 

transit

• Standard designed to 

be difficult to exceed

Insert image
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New Approach to LOS

Comp Plan Goals

Enhanced Multimodal 

Screenlines
(Consider Person Trip Capacity)

Performance-Based 

Measures 
(VMT, Mode Share)

Tests the merits of individual 

projects and system 

performance

Evaluates impacts on the 

system (corridors), not the 

merits of individual projects



Questions?

kevin.oneill2@seattle.gov | (206) 386-4556

tom.hauger@seattle.gov | (206) 684-8380

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation

mailto:Tom.hauger@seattle.gov

