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Project overview 
• The last 15 years… 11 plans  
• Dec 2014: Technical team charrette – generated & tested ideas 
• March 26th, Open House 
• Fall: Present a proposed plan & implementation strategy 

– Short-term improvements (2016*) 
– Pilot Project – interim design strategies (2017-2021) 
– Long term plan (TBD) 
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Coordinated SDOT projects 
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Accessible Mt. Baker  

Rainier Beach Safety Improvements  

Rainier Ave S Road Safety Corridor  

Rainier & Dearborn Safety Improvements 



• Rainier/MLK  =76 
• Rainier/McClellan = 65 
• MLK/McClellan = 42 
• Rainier/Bayview = 34 
• MLK/Bayview = 18 
• Rainier/Forest = 16 

 

* Includes crashes involving people  
walking or biking 
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   Crashes 2010 - 2013 
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Crash history 

 



Long-term sketch concept 
Concept to meet overall guiding principles by: 
 

• Moves bus connections adjacent to light rail station 
• Restores the Olmstead Greenbelt 
• Protected east/west crossing 

– Pedestrian and bicycle are separated from auto 
• Allows for integrated open space 
• Supports neighborhood plan and economic 

development 
• Eliminates the bottleneck 

– Allows space for sidewalk and bike facilities 
– Predictable through movements for all users 
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Fixing the bottleneck… 
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Walk – What it could look like… 



Bike – What it could look like… 



 Bus – What it could look like… 



  Open space– What it could look like… 



Near-term improvements (Phase 1) 

• Widen sidewalks 
• Shorten crossing 

distances 
• Increase waiting areas 
• North lane Mt Baker 

Blvd 
– Walk/Ped/Emergency access 

• No right turns on red 



Near-term improvements (Phase 2) 
• Southside crosswalks 

(MLK & Rainier) 
• Relocate Rte 7 & 8 bus 

stops adjacent to Link 
station 

• 3-phase to 2-phase 
signal 
– Restrict left turns from MLK 

• Modify surrounding 
signals 

• Better utilize capacity on 
MLK 



Next steps 
 April – August • Outreach to diverse language 

communities 
• Continued community outreach 
• Continued traffic evaluation 
• Refine short & long term 

concepts 
• Develop a draft implementation 

plan 
 Fall 2015 •  Second Open House 

December 2015 • Finalize implementation 
approach/study 
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Questions? 
michael.james2@seattle.gov | (206) 386-4012 
christopher.yake@seattle.gov| (206) 727-8719 

  
 

www.seattle.gov/transportation/accessibleMtBaker.htm 

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation 
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