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FOREWORD

This, the third edition of the Standard Specifications for Municipal Public Works is a gen-
eral revision of the 1969 edition. It has been prepared by the Washington State Chapter of
American Public Works Association, and is financed and published by authority of the
Washington State Highway Commission with funds allocated by law for cooperative en-
deavors by the state with the counties and cities.

Compilation of this 1974 edition was directed by the Construction Standardization Com-
mittee of the Washington State Chapter, APWA. Nine separate subcommittees, involving 78
engineers, consultants, contractors, and materials suppliers, were actively engaged over a
period of eight months in the detailed review and updating of the Standard Specifications
which has resulted in this edition. The work of these dedicated people, some of whom have
been active since the inception of the Commitee in 1959, has been strengthened by the re-
view of preliminary drafts, and comments, by many members of the chapter who accepted
the general invitation to participate in this manner. The 1974 edition reflects, therefore, the
input from a broad spectrum of knowledgeable people, based on their collective experience
with the two previous editions.

As is true with any work of this nature, the edition contains compromises where diver-
gent views had to be reconciled. Generally these have to do with differences in established
local practice with no clear-cut superiority of one method over another, and quality has not
been sacrificed for the sake of uniformity. The first two editions have substantially advanced
the Chapter toward its goal of maximum uniformity of engineering and construction prac-
tices among Washington municipalities, and this edition represents another major step to-
ward that goal and the consequent stretching of public works funds.

Appreciation of the Chapter is expressed to all who contributed. their expertise and
their many hours of time to this work; to the Office of the City Engineer of Seattle for under-
taking the work of re-drafting the Standard Drawings; and to the Office of the State Aid En-
gineer, Department of Highways, for their valued assistance in organization and assembly
of the edited work and handling of the details of printing and publication.

EDITOR
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