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ÅPresentation Objectives
ÁCŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛȊŜ /wt ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƻŦ {t¦Ωǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ

ÅBackground
ÁWhy is a municipal water utility working on climate change?

ÅCurrent State 
ÁWhat have we done to date

ÅLooking Forward
Á Major initiatives

Presentation Outline



When you think of climate change, what 

comes to mind?



ÅGreenhouse gas (GHG) mitigation can avoid, reduce 
or delay the impactsof climate change

ÅSome impacts are unavoidable due to past 
emissions, hence the need for adaptation

ÅAvoid the unmanageable, manage the unavoidable

ÅWill focus today on our adaptation work ςōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
ramping up on mitigation and carbon neutrality

Managing Climate Change



According to many 
experts, water and its 
availability and quality will 
be the main pressure on, 
and issues for, societies and 
the environment under 
ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ 
- Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change Technical 
Paper VI, 2008

Climate Change Magnifies Stressors



The Future is Now



Did any of the headlines on the previous slide 

remind you of your answer to the first question?

Do you have a sense of why it is SPU works on 

climate change?







ÅPotential to disrupt provision of essential services

ÅConsistent with and threat to our mission

Å Increasingly part of what a forward looking utility considers

ÅOpportunity to improve

ÅThis is who we are

Why Does SPU Work on Climate Change?



Climate Resiliency Group Objectives:

ÅBuild sustained capacity to prepare for climate change by:
ÁEnhancing knowledge

ÁParticipating in collaborative partnerships

ÁFostering an enabling environment

ÅLeverage sustained capacity to embed what we learn in what 
we do

Sustained and Committed Focus



Analysis and Assessment

SPU & The Research Community: 
Engaging science to integrate climate 
information into Water System Planning



�6�3�8�¶�V��Evolving Capacity

2002 Study: 
Consumer
{t¦ άƳŀƴŀƎŜǎέ ƻƴŜ 
link in chain of 
models ςutility 
planning

2007 Study: 
Partner
{t¦  άƳŀƴŀƎŜǎέ н 
links in chain of 
models ς
operations/system 
model and utility 
planning

2015 PUMA: 
Co-Producer
{t¦ άƳŀƴŀƎŜǎέ о 
links in  chain of 
models  ςhydrologic 
model, 
operations/system 
model and utility 
planning


