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WILL IT GROW LIKE THIS…..
….OR THIS?





Dig to break the soil up into large clods.

Shallow cultivation to scarify crusted 
surfaces. 

Apply wood chip mulch ( 8+ inches) 
several months to a year before planting





Coarse mulch layer

Fractured compacted soil

12‐18 inches deep

Existing soil







Mulch layer

Imported soil or amendments

Transition layer, mixed materials

Fractured existing soil

Existing soil







Source:  L. Art Spomer, HortScience 14(1):1979



UNAMENDED

AMENDED



AMENDED

400 square feet

Backhoe bucket

4-inches compost

Incorporated

24-inches deep
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