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MADISON STREET BUS RAPID TRANSIT

www.seattle.gov/transportation/MadisonBRT.htm

Madison Street BRT and RapidRide

Open 2019 Madison (RapidRide G Line)

Open 2020 Delridge (RapidRide H Line)

Open 2021 Roosevelt

Open 2021 Rainier

Open 2022 Market

Open 2023 Fremont

Open 2024 23rd

Preliminary timeline
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2024 RapidRide Network*

Other Transit
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2024 SEATTLE 
RAPIDRIDE NETWORK

*To be refined during corridor
development

Delivery approach subject 
to further analysis

DRAFT - FEBRUARY 2017

RapidRide Extension

Data Sources: City of Seattle, King County
Not to Scale

What is RapidRide in Seattle? 
It’s a combination of service improvements, capital investments, and design 
treatments that build on the success of existing Metro RapidRide service. It 
includes bus-only lanes, off-board fare collection, smart traffic signals, and 
more. 

RapidRide corridors in Seattle also include improvements to make it 
easier and safer for people to get to transit. These improvements add up to 
significant travel time savings for people who use transit in the 7 corridors.

What is different about Madison Street BRT?
Madison Street BRT is making additional station improvements. Station 
platforms will be level with the bus floor for quick and easy boarding. Buses 
will have more doors and allow riders to board from both sides.



MADISON STREET BUS RAPID TRANSIT

www.seattle.gov/transportation/MadisonBRT.htm

3 lane types

General purpose lanes are open 
to all traffic, with no restriction. 

Bus-only lanes are painted red. Business access and transit (BAT) lanes are 
bus-only lanes. However, vehicles can still 

reach driveways and side streets.

5% of corridor61% of corridor 34% of corridor

BUS
ONLY

BUS
ONLY

ONLY 
BUS

ONLY 
BUS

Business access and transit lane General purpose laneBus-only lane

Based on traffic conditions and access needs, the design uses 3 types of lanes.

Check out the long table to see where the lanes will be
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MADISON STREET BUS RAPID TRANSIT

www.seattle.gov/transportation/MadisonBRT.htm

Schedule

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Early
Design

Concept 
Design

Begin  
Concept Design

Final
Design Construction

• Preferred route 
alignment

• General station 
locations

• Safer, more 
accessible stations

• Specific station details
• How transit riders will 

reach stations
• Look and feel of the street

• Share your ideas on 
when and how work 
occurs

• Comment on updated 
design 

• Feedback on draft 
phasing plan

• Input on how we’ll keep 
you informed during 
construction

• Issue SEPA DNS*  
14-day public comment 
period

• Respond to your questions 
and concerns with 
dedicated and coordinated 
neighborhood liaisons

• Keep you informed with 
regular updates, advanced 
notice, and signage during 
detours

• Share your thoughts on 
potential changes to bus 
routes

Community shapes 
concept design

Help us refine the 
design

Inform construction 
phasing

Help us refine the 
construction phasing 
plan

Connect with us during 
construction

WE ARE HERE

Service begins 
(projected)

Madison St prioritized 
by Seattle Transit 
Master Plan

Seattle voters 
approved Levy to 

Move Seattle

City Council 
approved design 
to move forward

Issue environmental documentation 
(NEPA/SEPA* complete); Federal grant 
application advances for President’s 
federal budget approval

Decision milestones Project design ConstructionPublic engagement opportunities

*SEPA: State Environmental Policy Act  |  NEPA: National Environmental Policy Act  |  DNS: Determination of Nonsignificance

Updated
Design



MADISON STREET BUS RAPID TRANSIT

www.seattle.gov/transportation/MadisonBRT.htm

Cost and funding

Federal Transit Administration 
grants

$120 M

CURRENT FUNDING POTENTIAL FUNDING

* Madison St is 1 of 7 new RapidRide corridors in Seattle included in the 2015 voter-
approved Levy to Move Seattle and 2016 voter-approved Sound Transit 3 package.

$1.36-1.68

$4.26

2013 METRO SYSTEM-WIDE

BRT will be more cost-effective to 
operate per boarding

BRT COST PER BOARDING

Source: Metro Online

per boarding

per boarding

COST EFFECTIVENESS

Note: Costs are in 2015 dollars. Does not include all cost categories  

1

1 1

1 1

1 1

1

1

1 1

1

1

1 1

11

1 1

1

1

1

1

1 1

1

$15 M $30 M

$4 M$11 M

$60 M
Levy to 
Move 
Seattle*

ST3*

State Connecting 
Washington Fund

City and 
federal grants

Purchases
• Right of way
• Bus rapid transit fleet

$120 M

$93 M $12 M $15 M
Construction Design & 

development
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MADISON STREET BUS RAPID TRANSIT

www.seattle.gov/transportation/MadisonBRT.htm

Sample location: Madison/12th/Union
The Madison/12th/Union intersection has 
been the focus of many conversations we’ve 
had with the community. The image below 
shows key design features and what we’ve 
changed since August 2016. These changes 
will make the intersection safer and more 
efficient than it is today, whether you walk, 
bike, drive, or ride the bus.

Protected 
bike lanes

Bus stop 
for better 
connection to 
Route 2

Bus stop 
for better 
connection 
to Route 2

Protected 
bike lanesDesignated bicycle 

path on sidewalk

Designated bicycle 
and pedestrian 
crosswalks

Left turns 
generally restricted

Increased 
sidewalk space 
at every corner

Bike box on sidewalk

Restricted right turn 
from Madison St to 
12th Ave

Center-running station

View: Intersection of Madison St, 12th Ave, and E Union St looking north.

View: Intersection of Madison St, 12th Ave, and E Union St looking east.

POST COMMENTS HERE



MADISON STREET BUS RAPID TRANSIT

www.seattle.gov/transportation/MadisonBRT.htm

Sample location: Madison/24th/John
The Madison/24th/John intersection has been the 
focus of many conversations we’ve had with the 
community. The images show key design features 
and what we’ve changed since August 2016. 

This intersection will function more like a 4-way 
intersection, with a new curb bulb and straighter 
crosswalks for safer crossings. Please note that 
the westbound station has been moved to the 
current bus top at 23rd Ave.

POST COMMENTS HERE

Traction Power System 
Building to match “look 
and feel” of surrounding 
buildings

View: Intersection of Madison St, 24th Ave E, and E John St, looking north.

View: 24th Ave station, looking east.



MADISON STREET BUS RAPID TRANSIT

www.seattle.gov/transportation/MadisonBRT.htm

Sample location: Madison and Terry

Reconfigured 
station shape

Safe crosswalks and 
ADA ramps

Moved station farther 
east, allowing emergency 
vehicles from downtown 
to access Terry Ave

Crosswalk 
slightly raised

View: Terry Ave station, looking north.

View: Terry Ave station, looking north.

We’ve had several conversations with 
the community about the Madison and 
Terry intersection. The images show key 
design features and what we’ve changed 
since August 2016. The updated design 
maintains existing emergency vehicle 
access routes and makes Terry Ave more 
pedestrian-friendly.

POST COMMENTS HERE



MADISON STREET BUS RAPID TRANSIT

www.seattle.gov/transportation/MadisonBRT.htm

Sample location: 4th and Spring

Bike lane 
(1st Ave to 9th Ave)

I-5 on-ramp access lane marked

Access to driveways on 
both sides of the street 
maintained. Current 
roadway width preserved.

Sidewalk remains same 
width as today.

View: 4th Ave and Spring St station looking southeast.

View: 4th Ave and Spring St station looking southeast.

The images show key design features and 
what we’ve changed since August 2016 near 
the 4th Ave and Spring St station.

POST COMMENTS HERE



MADISON STREET BUS RAPID TRANSIT

www.seattle.gov/transportation/MadisonBRT.htm

Sample location: Arthur Pl bus layover
Consolidated 
bus layover area BRT station closer 

to current station

New traffic light Bus driver break room

View: Arthur Pl bus layover looking west.

View: Arthur Pl bus layover looking southwest.

The images show key design features and 
what we’ve changed since August 2016.

POST COMMENTS HERE
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Looking ahead

Communication during construction

Spring 2017: Spring St restriping; complete 
environmental review

Summer 2017:  Finalize construction phasing plans

Fall 2017: Finalize design

Early 2018: Begin construction

Your input and 
collaboration will be 
as important to the 
pre-construction and 
construction phases 
as it has been in the 
planning and design 
phases.

Business and parking signage  
during detours

Text service and 24-hour hotline

Community liaisons

Advance notices and  
regular updates

Neighborhood and property 
owner briefings

Translated materials
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Public Art
Seattle artist, Ben Zamora, has been chosen to create public works of art for the Madison St corridor. The artist will 
participate in a variety of outreach and community conversations to develop a proposed design and location.

Ben Zamora, NEVER FINISHED 
2014, Seattle, Washington  
Photo credit: Mark Woods.

Ben Zamora, INVISIBLE 
12th Avenue South and S Elmgrove Street, Seattle, 
Washington 


