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1. PMP prioritization “refresh” 
• Safety: Reduce the number 

and severity of crashes 
involving pedestrians. 

• Equity: Make Seattle a 
more walkable city for all 
through equity in public 
engagement, service 
delivery, accessibility, and 
capital investments. 

• Vibrancy: Develop a 
connected pedestrian 
environment that sustains 
healthy communities and 
supports a vibrant 
economy. 
 

• Health: Get more people 
walking to improve health 
and increase mobility. 
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Key public outreach question: How to weigh factors? 
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2009 Factors 

Universities or Colleges 

Major Generator (e.g. Pike Place, Convention 

Center) 

Multi-family, condominiums and apartments 

Major Retail 

Minor Retail 

Hospital and Community Service 

Park and Open Space 

Population forecast 

Employment forecast 

Light rail stations 

Major bus stops 

Minor bus stops 

Trails 

Bridges 

Stairways 

Vibrancy: Develop a connected pedestrian environment 
that sustains healthy communities and supports a 
vibrant economy. 

3. Demand analysis 

2009 



Draft Updated Factors 

Frequent Transit Network arterials 

Walk sheds to Frequent Transit 

Network (FTN) stops 

Walk sheds to public schools 

Vibrancy: Develop a connected pedestrian environment that sustains healthy 
communities and supports a vibrant economy. 

3. Demand analysis 

• Responds to public priorities as 
articulated in PMP public survey 
(access to schools & transit) 

• Broadens geographic distribution 
of priorities 

• Sharpens priorities by focusing on 
key generators 

• Helps address desire for system 
connectivity 

 



(Continued in GIS…) 



Factors 

Communities of color (new) 

Low income population 

Disability population 

Diabetes rates 

Physical activity rates 

Obesity rates 

Equity: Make Seattle a more walkable city 
for all through equity in public 
engagement, service delivery, 
accessibility, and capital investments. 

Health: Get more people walking to 
improve health and increase mobility. 

 

4. Prioritizing arterials 



2009 2016 



Factors (based on SDOT Pedestrian Safety 

Analysis and Vision Zero objectives) 

Pedestrian collisions 

Serious injuries and fatalities more 

highly weighted. Data from the last 5 

years. 

Arterial 

classifications 

Proxy for volume; Majority of severe 

injuries occur on principal and minor 

arterials 

Roadway width Curb to curb width 

Speed 

85th percentile speeds where available, 

and posted speed limit where actual 

speed is not available. 

Controlled crossing 

spacing 
On principal and minor arterials 

4. Prioritizing arterials 
Safety Goal: Reduce the number and severity of 
crashes involving pedestrians. 



(Continued in GIS…) 



Crossing the Roadway 
Draft Factors 

Road width 

Distance between traffic signals and stop 

signs 

Crosswalk 

Curb ramp Update via current ADA ramp audit 

Signal control 

Stop sign control 

Block length 

Along the Roadway 
Draft Factors 

Sidewalk status 

Curb 

Buffer (parking, landscape) 

Peak hour parking Differentiated, and likely higher rated, than parking. Buffer during the busiest times. 

Street trees Presence of trees as a buffer and indicator of a quality walking environment. Presence 

of street trees is positively correlated with walkability. To be updated when SDOT's 

street tree inventory is completed. 

Alleys Used as a proxy for access control, limited to alleys, rather than many driveways. 

6. Next steps 



Questions? 

michelle.marx@seattle.gov | (206) 684-0633 

ian.macek@seattle.gov | 206.684.7576  
www.seattle.gov/transportation/bike.htm 

www.seattle.gov/transportation 


