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October 12, 2020
To: Duane Jonlin, Seattle Department of Construction & Inspections
RE: Proposed Changes to Seattle Commercial Energy Code

Shift Zero is an alliance of over 35 green building, energy efficiency, and
climate action businesses, organizations, and certification programs,
working together to promote the equitable adoption of zero carbon
buildings at scale. With our collective expertise as practitioners in the
design and construction of high performance buildings, energy efficiency,
and clean energy technologies, we identify and advocate for policies that
make buildings part of Washington’s climate solution. A strong energy
code is a critical tool in this effort, and the City of Seattle has been a
national leader on building energy codes. In addition, we appreciate the
open and public process for reviewing and discussing these updates.

We support the proposed revisions to the Seattle Commercial
Energy Code and we urge the City to continue moving these
changes forward. These proposed code improvements will:

e Eliminate most uses of inefficient electric and fossil fuel-fired
water and space heating equipment in favor of efficient electric
heat pumps and heat pump hot water heaters. For the health of
our city and our climate, it is important that we move away from
using fossil fuel in buildings. (C403.1.4, C404.2.3, C405.7.1)

e |mprove building envelopes to make more energy efficient and
comfortable buildings. Buildings constructed under this code will
be around for decades, and it is important that we build them
right from the start and avoid costly future upgrades. (Various
code changes)

e Create more opportunities for on-site solar. More distributed solar
around the city will allow the city’s clean electricity to be used for
transportation and building electrification. (C411.1 and C412.1)

We also support the changes to the City’s green building incentive
programs, which provide priority permitting or density bonuses for
projects that meet certain criteria. In the past, these incentive programs
have driven the market and technology adoption, and we expect this
trend to continue with these updates. These programs will, among other
requirements, have buildings be fossil fuel free and address proper
disposal of materials previously on-site to receive these incentives.

We look forward to this package of code improvements and updates
moving forward and being implemented.
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Sincerely,
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Kirsten Smith
Steering Committee Co-Chair
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Andrew Lee
Steering Committee Co-Chair



