
 

 
 

 

Victory Heights Park Play Area Renovation 
Meeting Notes 

 

Second Public Meeting and Open House 
Victory Heights Cooperative Preschool 

1737 NE 106th Street 
Tuesday, February 16, 2016 6 - 8  p.m. 

 
Presenters: 

Katie Bang (KB)– Capital Project Coordinator, Seattle Parks and Recreation 
R. Frank Robinson (FR)- Landscape Architect, Seattle Parks 

and Recreation 
 

33 people in attendance (in addition to Park’s employees) 
 

The first hour of the meeting was a public open house to view and discuss the play area design in terms of accessibility 
and new play equipment. The public voiced opinions on each of the schemes, the overall layout of the design, and the 
potential additive alternate of the loop path. Katie wrote down comments and some left comments on note cards 
that were posted for viewing.  

 

Notes on the postcards included: 

• Keep: Swings, standard merry-go-round, sandbox 
• Really like the Playcraft age 5-12 larger structure with dual level play 
• Dislike the Berliner Tri structure (It’s gross)  
• Love the Gametime dome climber 
• More monkey bars, rope climbing tower 
• Permeable surfaces preferred 
• No bugs, frogs or cutesy items (prefer Gametime option 2 or 1) 
• Don’t forget musical instrument panels/units 
• Nix the expression swing, would love to see a tire swing instead 
• Please make walking path a higher priority over the expensive Berliner 5-12 unit 
• For site line and crime prevention, can people be easily seen in the “clubhouse” portion of the 

Berliner? Hoping to avoid crime and undesired activity at the playground 
• We like option 1 with separate playgrounds for 2-5 and 5-12, open concept, ropes, keep merry-go-

round, slide (prefer metal) 



• Don’t like corkscrew because older kids jump off the side (this is hard to control, especially when 
there are allot of kids)  

• Like nature theme 
• Sand are should be at least the size of the existing sand area (I’d give up 2-5 climbing structure for 

this)  
• Insert logs, plastic ants etc. (Needed to help contain sand) 
Love the musical elements – Note:The batons/mallets at Lake City Library are broken on that unit (The 
maintenance would need to be considered as they would get a lot of use.) 

 
 
General comments:  

• I would like stroller access on stairway, can we do that?  
• Old style merry-go-round preferred 
• Make sandbox area bigger 
• Concrete wall is a graffiti catcher 
• Reserving space for pea patch? 
• James (young boy) likes Gametime option 1 
• Sand play bigger (3 additional votes) 
• Off lease dog area signs?  
• Label 20th street, should be 19th 
• We don’t have sidewalks so loops paths would be nice 

 
Following the open house, a formal presentation was given during the Victory Heights Community Council Meeting.  

KB opened to explain the goal of the meeting, project scope, and funding: 

The goal of the meeting was to discuss accessibility to the play area, tennis courts, basketball, seating area, and 
open field, and to upgrade to new play equipment. There were 5 options presented from Game Time, Kompan, All 
Play, and Site Lines. The styles varied greatly from modern styles to northwest tree house styles to test some of the 
feedback that we heard in the previous meeting.   

There was an explanation regarding the breakdown of funding for the project as many thought $893,000 should be 
enough for the play area plus other amenities in the park, beyond the scope and goals of the project. It was 
discussed that many soft costs come out of this money including administration time, permitting, survey, design, 
sales tax, contingency, etc. With all of those taken into consideration the construction amount is $555,000.  The 
bidding climate in Seattle is currently very aggressive as there are many construction projects and we are seeing 
increases of 15-20% over normal pricing. With this in mind we need to think conservatively, while also creating a 
flexible bid package that will allow additional elements should we have budget for them. 

FR began with the presentation noting what we heard from the previous meeting: 

• Better/ upgraded equipment 
• Nature theme / and Modern theme were both desired strongly at the December 2015 

meeting. 
• Keep sand play 



• Add rocks and natural elements 
• Keep merry go round  
• Keep/protect the Japanese Maple tree 
• Keep artifacts in the concrete 
• Improve basketball 
• More amenities for adults 
• More for 2-5 year olds (pre-school) and more for 5-12 year olds (neighborhood) 

FR presented then presented the park context and proposed layout which included:   

• Existing size – 3400 square feet, proposed – 3600 square feet;  
• a unified play area that is accessible and not terraced as the current design is; 
• New ramp down to the play area; 
• A seating plaza; 
• New and re-oriented basketball half court; 
• 2-5 area with swings; 
• 5-12 area separated by the seating; 
• New ramp down to play area; 
• The final design will be displayed on the website, and also on site. 

FR then presented the play equipment options which included: 

Gametime Option 1 – Tree house style for 2-5 and 5-12 year olds, with swings and whirl 

Gametime Option 2 – Moderstyle for 2-5 and 5-12 year olds with swings and whirl 

Playcraft – Treehouse theme for 2-5 and 5-12 year olds with swings and different whirl 

Berliner – Modern treehouse theme for 5-12 year olds 

Kompan – Modern style including a variety of play elements for all ages (mostly 2-5 year olds) 

Mixing  and matching of equipment manufacturers is a possibility with this project; musical instruments, Gametime 
whirl, and swings will definitely be part of the equipment package. 

 

KB then opened up the forum for questions and comments: 

Public Comment and Responses: (Q=Question, C=Comment, R= Response) 

 
C: Use toy animals around sand area 
 
C: Berliner curly slide takes up less space, however longer slides 

are faster. We feel that experience is important 
 

C: Modern designs (clean, lovely & nice) 
 



 
C: Tree house play equipment is at Maple Leaf park already 
 

Q: Are the pieces the same price?  
R: The Berliner is more expensive. Game time is the most cost 

effective.  
 

Q:  Accessibility seems to be difficult with the All Play Berliner option?  It 
doesn’t seem easy to get on from a wheel chair?  

R: We did discuss this with the manufacturer who stated it meets 
accessibility standards, however it does seem that it would be 
difficult to climb on the nets if you were not fully able to do so. 

 
C: All Play Berliner with site lines is a good option 
 
C: I like the All Play Berliner for older kids 10,11 and 12 
 
C: I like the All Play Berliner and the kids would love faster slide 
 

Q: Could you fit group swing in one bay? 
R: Due to the safety requirements you cannot as the group swing 

has a circular motion and the traditional swing has a to and fro 
motion.  

 
C: Saucer swing for older kids would be nice.   
R: We are tight on space and would need to see if it could fit within 

the footprint. 
 
C: I would like to see color 
 
C: No fake trees 
 
C: I like the modern style of the All Play Berliner. It’s not clashy.  
 
C: All agreed to remove the all play option with the fake trees that 

didn’t feature Berliner. 
 



C: I like the cars for 2-5 from Kompan 
 
C: I would rather have the car than the plastic frog 
 
C: All Play Berliner with 2-5 game time is my preference 

(expressed by many) 
 
C: Tree stump is cool for a balance beam, but colors are bland 
 
C: I worry about overnight sleeping in Game time option 1 
 
C: I like the climbing rocks 
 
C: I would rather have car than a frog or ant 
 
C: Not too excited about the log balance beam 
 
C: Ant could be a balance option 
 
C: Look at saucer swing for 5-12 year olds 
 
C: Incorporate instruments 
R: We feel this option could be a very inclusive element  
 
C: I like the frog vs car or ant (frog is bright) 
 
C: I like the blue color at the whorl merry go round. 
 
C: Albert Davis Park in lake City has the instruments (not loud) 
 
C: Mallet broken on instruments at Albert Davis park 
R: We will notify Parks Department maintenance of this.  
 
C: Companion swing is a waste of space 
 

 



KB then closed the meeting and discussed the schedule which includes construction starting late fall of 2016 at the 
earliest and will go into 2017. 

 

 

KB  noted that the boards displayed today would be on the website for further comment and that the final design will 
be on the website and also displayed at the preschool and in the kiosk in the park by May.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victory Heights Project Timeline 2015 
Quarters 

2016 
Quarters 

2017 
Quarters 

 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 
Project Design – Concept through 100% Construction 
Documentation 

        

Community Meeting – December 15, 2015  
Dec 
15 

       

Community Meeting- Feb 16th, 2016   
Fe
b 
16 

      

Survey, Construction Drawings & Pro View Technical Review  
 – Internal Technical Review of Construction Drawings 

        

Permitting         

Bidding – Notice-to-Proceed (November/December 2016)         

Construction          

Project Close Out         


	General comments:
	 I would like stroller access on stairway, can we do that?
	 Old style merry-go-round preferred
	 Make sandbox area bigger
	 Concrete wall is a graffiti catcher
	 Reserving space for pea patch?
	 James (young boy) likes Gametime option 1
	 Sand play bigger (3 additional votes)
	 Off lease dog area signs?
	 Label 20th street, should be 19th
	 We don’t have sidewalks so loops paths would be nice
	C: Use toy animals around sand area
	C: Berliner curly slide takes up less space, however longer slides are faster. We feel that experience is important
	C: Modern designs (clean, lovely & nice)
	C: Tree house play equipment is at Maple Leaf park already
	Q: Are the pieces the same price?
	R: The Berliner is more expensive. Game time is the most cost effective.
	Q:  Accessibility seems to be difficult with the All Play Berliner option?  It doesn’t seem easy to get on from a wheel chair?
	R: We did discuss this with the manufacturer who stated it meets accessibility standards, however it does seem that it would be difficult to climb on the nets if you were not fully able to do so.
	C: All Play Berliner with site lines is a good option
	C: I like the All Play Berliner for older kids 10,11 and 12
	C: I like the All Play Berliner and the kids would love faster slide
	Q: Could you fit group swing in one bay?
	R: Due to the safety requirements you cannot as the group swing has a circular motion and the traditional swing has a to and fro motion.
	C: Saucer swing for older kids would be nice.
	R: We are tight on space and would need to see if it could fit within the footprint.
	C: I would like to see color
	C: No fake trees
	C: I like the modern style of the All Play Berliner. It’s not clashy.
	C: All agreed to remove the all play option with the fake trees that didn’t feature Berliner.
	C: I like the cars for 2-5 from Kompan
	C: I would rather have the car than the plastic frog
	C: All Play Berliner with 2-5 game time is my preference (expressed by many)
	C: Tree stump is cool for a balance beam, but colors are bland
	C: I worry about overnight sleeping in Game time option 1
	C: I like the climbing rocks
	C: I would rather have car than a frog or ant
	C: Not too excited about the log balance beam
	C: Ant could be a balance option
	C: Look at saucer swing for 5-12 year olds
	C: Incorporate instruments
	R: We feel this option could be a very inclusive element
	C: I like the frog vs car or ant (frog is bright)
	C: I like the blue color at the whorl merry go round.
	C: Albert Davis Park in lake City has the instruments (not loud)
	C: Mallet broken on instruments at Albert Davis park
	R: We will notify Parks Department maintenance of this.
	C: Companion swing is a waste of space

