
$402,500Anticipated Project 
Costs: 

Manor Park, with sweeping views of the Cascade Mountains and 
north Seattle, is a potential gathering place for more than 4500 
people living nearby.  Manor Park is becoming a neighborhood 
recreational destination with places to walk, garden, picnic, and 
exercise dogs.  Opportunity Fund monies will complete the plan for 
opening up and improving the level area of the park.  Dog owners 
and gardeners are currently benefitting more that general users.  
Expanding parts of the park that the general public can use will 
dramatically improve their experience. This project will also provide a 
needed second access to the P-Patch. 

Brief Project 
Description: Please 
give a brief 
description of the 
project in 100 words 
or less

MagnoliaNeighborhood:

Property owned by Seattle Public Utilities with memorandum of 
agreement with Seattle Parks and Recreation to manage current 
public access portion and with P-Patch Program to manage P-Patch 
garden.  The OLA will be managed by Seattle Parks, in partnership 
with Citizens for Off Leash Areas (COLA).

Property Owner: If 
known, name and 
contact information 
for private owner, or 
corporation or 
business; or public 
entity of project to 
be 
developed/acquired
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Attach Site Photos 
here (up to 4 photos) 

Opportunity Fund Master Plan_2012-0912[1].pdfAttach Site Location 
Map here

3500 28th Ave West, Seattle WA 98199

Project Location: 
Insert address. Please 
remember that 
Development 
Projects must be on 
public property.

DevelopmentProject Type:

Completing Magnolia Manor Park 

September 17, 2012 1:37 PM

Project Name: No 
more than six words

Time Submitted



Home or Work E-
Mail Address:

Evening/Home 
Phone:

Day/Work Phone:

Zip Code:

Mailing Address:

Contact Person:

Friends of Magnolia Manor Park (FMMP)Proposal 
Organization:

OpportFund Budget Estimate manor park.xlsxAttach Budget here:

1000 hours

Other Project 
Funding: Amount of 
additional 
leveraging, grants



The goal is to open up public access and complete development of 
the remaining level area outside of the SPU covered reservoir area:

• Open the southwest corner of the park to public use and construct a 
path to connect the P-Patch with 28th Ave W to provide access 
between the P-Patch garden, the off-leash area, and the rest of the 
park

• This path allows pubic access to all level areas, which is ¾ of the level 
portion of the site 

• Complete the final phase of the P-Patch garden to the full 90 plots

• Upgrade the off-leash area to provide amenities for the dogs –e.g. 
durable articifical surface for ‘shuck-it activities, agility equipment,  
and buffer for apartments on the north

• Refurbish gathering spaces along the north side of the park, 
removing blackberries, replanting, and new Water Wise signage. 

In 2010 the Friends of Magnolia Manor Park (FMMP) began planning 
for the development of a neighborhood park on property owned by 
Seattle Public Utilities at 3500 28th West on top of ‘east hill’ in 
Magnolia.  The first Small and Simple Grant was to develop a concept 
for the Park.   The second Small and Simple was for design and 
development.  The Schematic Master Plan, which included Off-Leash 
Area, the P-Patch as well as other features, was approved by Parks and 
SPU in 2011. 

In 2012 a third Small and Simple Grant fund (and Park Levy money) 
funded construction of 30 plots in Magnolia’s first P-Patch Garden.  
The Phase I plan includes building a 30 plot community garden with 
access from 27thAve W.  FMMP raised additional funds from 
gardeners and the community to fence the total area, allowing for 
eventual expansions to 90 plots.  However, there is no money to 
actually build the larger garden now, only the first 30 plots.

How did the idea for the development of Magnolia Manor Park 
originate and evolve?

The drivers for Magnolia Manor Park
• Desire for P-Patch
• Off-Leash Area
• Improved access and functionality for families

Project Goals: In 500 
words or less, 
Describe the project 
in more detail. What 
is the intent or goal 
of the project, e.g., 
expand an existing 
park, improve trails 
or bikeways, habitat 
restoration or the 
implementation of 
sustainable energy 
practices? How did 
the idea for the 
project originate 
and evolve.



In 2010 when we first started planning, Magnolia had no P-Patch, no 
OLA and little appeal to families.  People wanted a useful and safe 
place for dogs, children, and families. .  We developed our plan using 
public meetings, online-surveys, speaking to neighbors and taking 
tours of the MMP behind the SPU gate. COLA and P-Patch worked 
together to meet the needs of both groups while the whole of 
Magnolia Manor Park is supported.  
 
Now construction is now underway on the Off-Leash Area and P-Patch.
Minimal maintenance is needed for the area proposed for 
development. The Off-Leash Area has their own volunteer stewards, 
and in P-Patch the gardeners will be responsible for maintenance of 
their own plots and the rest of the garden.  
 
Note:  Due to cut-backs in maintenance funding, this application is 
focusing on completing only the development of the level area 
around the reservoir/treatment plant and does not include the 
steeply sloping land to the east.   
 
 

Project Goals: In 500 
words or less 
(continued).



The project is consistent with a Parks Approved Plan or other recent 
Parks Planning Documents.

 a. Does the project 
demonstrate a high 
degree of 
neighborhood 
support or 
involvement as 
demonstrated 
through a public 
review process 
and/or is the project 
consistent with 
approved plans, 
such as a 
neighborhood, 
community council 
or other recent 
planning 
documents?

Opportunity Fund Master Plan_2012-0912[1].pdfProject's Site Plan - 
Attachment

SiteWorkshop developed a Schematic Master Plan which has been 
approved by SPU and Parks and Recreation. 

Project's Level of 
Readiness: Is the 
project in the idea 
stage or is there a 
professionally 
developed scope of 
work or a developed 
plan? (Please attach 
your project's site 
plan below if 
available.)



Developed Parks: The project repairs, replaces or upgrades aging 
infrastructure or    facilities, extending their life at least 20 years.

 e. Does the proposal 
restore or 
significantly extend 
the life of a current 
park or facility?

genral support letter v 3[1].doc

Attachment: 
Support Letters - A 
maximum of two 
letters of support for 
the project may be 
attached.

Parks and Recreation has approved the Schematic Master Plan for the 
entire area and has already approved the construction of the dog 
OLA and the P-Patch.  

In developing the master plan three community meetings and a 
walking tour of the park were held in 2011-12.  In addition, FMMP has 
involved neighbors in what is planned for the P-Patch garden and 
OLA adjacent to their homes and maintains on-going email alerts to 
neighbors so that they know what to expect.  To date in 2012 we have 
held a ‘behind the fence’ tour and a second round of public 
meetings. We have approximately 40 volunteers working on 5 
distinct committees and 125+ people on the wait list for a garden. 
We have a web-site, Facebook Page and a gardeners newsletter.  The 
OLA has a volunteer steward and volunteers to help build and 
maintain the OLA.

During 2011 and 2012 we have held numerous functions in the park 
to publicize the park including a bird house workshop, Dogoween, a 
gardening class, Magnolia Garden Tour. Lawton Elementary students 
have produced and raised money for artwork on the OLA fence.  

Neighborhood businesses, including Umpqua Bank (total of 
$15,000), have donated significant money, goods and services

Please list out plan(s) 
and describe in 200 
words or less 
neighborhood 
support/involvemen
t.



This project will benefit the broader community, who are not being 
especially well served with the other two projects, by providing 
neighborhood open space for walking, a place to sit and relax, or 
bring youngsters for a place to run and play in unstructured ways.  A 
neighborhood park fosters community cohesiveness. 

Opening up the southwest section and linking the path between the 
off-leash area and the P-Patch garden creates more open space and 
provides an inviting walking area around the reservoir on the level 
part of the park.  Extending the path allows for a real walk in the park 
by providing a safe venue for aerobic activities and leisurely strolls.  It 
also gives gardeners an alternative access to the P-Patch garden and 
will reduce the amount of pedestrian traffic on 27th  W, now the only 
access to the garden. 

Having a P-Patch garden provides well rounded exercise in addition 
to access to healthy organic food.  Local school children will learn 
where their food comes from and the benefits and challenges of 
growing your own food.  A P-Patch garden helps create community 
interaction as diverse people come together to share knowledge, 
materials, and labor.

 Please describe in 
200 words or less.

a.  The project increases the amount of open space or high intensity 
recreational opportunities.

 f. Does the project 
provide health 
benefits or 
opportunities? (e.g. 
trails, bike paths, 
open space)

The existing developed area has not received much attention since it 
was originally done in 1997.  The trees need pruning.  Blackberries 
and other invasive plants have taken over the flower beds and need 
removing. Our plan is to plant drought-resistance plants with 
drought-resistant plants and manage it as a ‘natural area’, thereby 
saving on maintenance and irrigation.  We will replace Water Wise 
Signage as are illegible.  This will tie in with Seattle Public Utilities 
emphasis on ways to save water. 

The plaza is a legacy of its recently passed designer and has fallen into 
disrepair.  Refurbishing it will extend the life of the plaza. (see photo 
of dilapidated water saving sign above)

In addition, the construction of the trail, OLA, and P-Patch will 
upgrade the existing infrastructure, providing amenities useful for 20 
years or more.

 Please describe in 
200 words or less.



a.  The project follows the Living Building Challenge's (LBC) 
Landscape & Infrastructure Typology, Sustainable Sites Initiative 
(SITES) or provides Sustainable Energy Practices

5.1  Does the project 
demonstrate new 
and/or creative 
methods to meet 
the community’s 
need for parks and 
green spaces 
(sustainable energy 
practices, etc…)?

not applicable Please describe in 
200 words or less.

 g. Does the project 
take advantage of 
an opportunity that 
will be lost unless 
action is taken?  
ACQUISITION ONLY



This funding proposal calls for the development of publicly owned 
land, part of which is currently not open to public use.  Land in 
Magnolia, like much of Seattle, is prohibitively expensive to 
purchase which is why it makes so much sense to co-use public land 
in a whenever possible.  Our project is a creative way to provide a 
multi-functional, local neighborhood park in a neighborhood where 
there are no vacant lots available to new park development. The 
installation of native vegetation will significantly reduce the need for 
water or a full irrigation system, and reduce maintenance associated 
with grass mowing.  Furthermore, naturalizing areas to meadows 
will maintain grass inviting to play, while also cutting down on both 
water evaporation and mowing expenses.
 
The project will strive to meet the SITES certification process, but will 
not formally apply for certification. The SITES standards for soils, 
materials and human health and well being are met by this project.   
• Focus on natural views
• Making the park user friendly
• Provide education 
• Materials:  using recycled wood and concrete in constructing 
retaining walls, shed and tables.  
• Soils:  build, preserve and protect healthy soils;  use plant 
trimmings as compost;
• improve the health of degraded soils
• Vegetation:  use native plants and drought resistant plants, remove 
invasive plants,

Research shows encounters with every day nature, such as we plan to 
provide, restores the ability to concentrate, calms feelings of anxiety, 
and reduces aggression.  This is particularly important in this area of 
Magnolia where population densities are increasing in adjacent 
Interbay (1000 apartments currently under construction) and green 
spaces are being intensively developed.

We are exploring the idea of solar panels on the tool shed roof to be 
able to use small tools.  We are also exploring the idea of solar 
pathway lighting for a portion of the OLA, thus improving security 
and safety of the OLA users.

 Please describe in 
500 words or less.



a.  No net increase in the City’s maintenance and operating costs.

 j. What potential 
effects does the 
project have on the 
City’s maintenance 
and operating costs?

FMMP has leveraged neighborhood matching funds, Park levy funds 
for new off-leash areas and new P-Patches, and has raised over 
$35,000 in private donations from individuals, organizations and 
businesses. 

We have commitments from the volunteers for 1800 – 2000 
volunteer hours to needed build out Phase 1 and more for the on-
going operation of the OLA.

We expect to have a similar level of involvement from volunteers for 
this project. 

It should be remembered that gardeners will be maintaining the P-
Patch area and COLA will be maintaining the off-leash area.  This is an 
on-going in-kind contribution from citizen volunteers.     

 Please describe in 
200 words or less.

Attach Funding Plan 
here.

c.  The project has up to 10% funding or in-kind contributions or a 
funding plan (plans for applying for funding or in-kind donations.) 
Please list the amount of funding in hand below.

 i. How does the 
project leverage or 
have the potential to 
leverage other 
resources through 
the actions of other 
public agencies, 
funding from public, 
private or 
philanthropic 
partners, and/or in-
kind contributions 
of time and energy 
from citizen 
volunteers?



Developing the remaining level part of Manor Park and refurbishing 
existing features will add no net increase to the City’s maintenance 
and operating costs.  This is because:
• OLA maintained by COLA volunteers
• P-Patch Gardeners are responsible for their plots and the entire 
garden area
• OLA will no longer require mowing by Parks.
• FMMP volunteers are responsible for boarder planting and their 
maintenance and removing invasive plants.
• COLA will be handling maintenance for the off-leash area.  
• Several areas of grass should be replaced with native vegetation, 
resulting in an overall decrease in areas requiring grass mowing
• There will be no lawn irrigation; instead, large areas should be 
allowed to revert to meadow with only once o twice yearly mowing, 
allowing soils to retain moisture and inviting grassy areas while 
reducing maintenance expenses.    

We strongly recommend that Parks and Recreation implement a 
plan for using less water, not put in an irrigation system, and use 
native grasses or tall grasses that are not mowed. 

 Please describe in 
200 words or less.


