
HING HAY PARK  
慶喜公園

423 MAYNARD AVE S, SEATTLE, WA 98104

PUBLIC WORKSHOP #1: 
COMMUNITY PRIORITIES



Design Leader: Kongjian Yu
Doctor of Design at Harvard Graduate School of Design
Fellow, American Society of Landscape Architecture
President, Turenscape
Professor, College of Architecture and Landscape 
Architecture, Peking University
Visiting Professor, Harvard Graduate School of Design



Grew up as a FARMER, came of age during the Cultural Revolution



Learned to Plan and Design at Harvard Graduate School of Design



RETURNED to CHINA Under Assault
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FLOOD DROUGHT POLLUTION HABITAT LOSS
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shortage of  water

75% of  the nation’s 
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underground water is 

polluted

50% wetland disappeared 
in the past 50 years
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We need a Revolution :
THE BIG FEET REVOLUTION



 Big Feet Landscape and Big Feet Aesthetics:
 Landscape provides services for the city and people

 - Productivity (food & water)
 - Regulation (water & climate, etc.)
 - Supporting lives of diversity:
   Cultural and Spiritual.



 established TURENSCAPE
 ������ Dirty Man, the Big Feet Man, in The Name of Land & People 

 over 600 Professionals, �!	��
��'	��������!�������, Landscape Architecture, 
 Urban Design, and Architecture. Over 15 years, '���.���'
�	�! 700   
 projects, and served over 200 cities worldwide.  



GLOBAL RECOGNITION
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THE BIG FEET REVOLUTION



CONTEXT



CONTEXT

a unique region

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST, "CASCADIA"

�� Relatively large Asian population
�� Tech and aerospace industries link us to globe
�� Environmental awareness 
�� Endangered species of the Salish Sea...salmon, orcas
�� Lovers of the outdoors from garden to wild
�� Independent music and arts
�� Cuisine, coffee, craft beer.



CONTEXT
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a dense downtown neighborhood

DOWNTOWN
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CONTEXT

linked to lively parts of the city

Dense Downtown
@���!�����!�

University
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Imagery ©2013 DigitalGlobe, U.S. Geological Survey, USDA Farm Service Agency -
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CONTEXT
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a vital park in a dense urban area



CONTEXT
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forming a green network for a livable city



CONTEXT

near culturally diverse urban agriculture dating back to 1975

HING HAY
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CONTEXT

core of a neighborhood with amazing resources
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CONTEXT
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launching into next phase of a rich history

1851
First white settlers begin 
the settlement to become 
Seattle.

1880-1890
450 Chinese immigrants 
live on eastern fringe of  
Pioneer Sq.

1910
900 Chinese immigrants in 
relocated settlement at 7th, 
8th, and King.

1920-1930
Area around King St and 
Hing Hay Park both Filipino 
and Chinese core.

2002
CenturyLink Stadium is 
completed, further 
changing the ID.

2013
Hing Hay expansion 
development. New streetcar 
completed.

1930s
The Phillipine Cafe (at 
current post office site) and 
New Manila Cafe popular.

1920
500 Filipino people.

1909
First Filipino settlement.

1909
Seattle population 240,000.

1940s
Nihonmachi declines.

1851
Seattle population 2,000.

1910-1920
Many historic hotels built.

1965
Interstate 5, cutting 
through and bounding the 
ID, is completed.

1975
Hing Hay is completed with 
pavillion from Taipei, sister 
city. John Woo paints mural.

1970s
ID advocacy establishes. 
City creates special district.
Danny Woo Garden opens.

1976
Kingdome stadium, 
bounding and changing ID 
is completed.

2013
Seattle population 634,535

1940s
War related loss of  rights 
and internment period for 
Japanese.

1909-1914
Jackson St Regrade project 
cuts through hills to east 
and fills tidal flats of  ID.

1879
Nihonmachi, Japantown 
location is established.

600
Prominent villages of  Salish 
people on Dowammish 
River estuary.

1850 188018701860 191019001890 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2013



CONTEXT
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CONTEXT

at the intersection of many routes

HING HAY

BUS ROUTE
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REGIONAL TRAIN 

DOWNTOWN TRANSIT TUNNEL
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CONTEXT

at the center of pedestrian and bicyclist circulation

HING HAY
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HING HAY

TO DOWNTOWN

TO RESIDENTIAL



CONTEXT

with seasonal variability
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CONTEXT

building on the strengths of many organizations
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CONTEXT

poised for change
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SITE CONDITIONS



SITE CONDITIONS

1    Pavillion 浩然亭
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SITE CONDITIONS

diversity of users
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SITE CONDITIONS

perceived and real safety concerns keep some users away

�	�!��,
Yeh, 2013
SPR, 2013

The ID for decades has been a high-crime area.
Recently, city and community partnerships have 
begun to improve the district.
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SITE CONDITIONS

enormous opportunity with new expansion

I 90

I 5
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SITE CONDITIONS

seeds of activation with existing mobile features
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SITE CONDITIONS
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festivals that can grow and be hosted by a revitalized park



SITE CONDITIONS

an opportunity to demonstrate smart stormwater solutions

The park drains into the combined sewer system. While 
this particular sewer branch is not currently capacity 
constrained, green stormwater infrastructure on the site 
could preserve capacity in the system and demonstrate 
sustainable stormwater management. 

In a .25" day rain event (50% of daily rain records for 
Seattle) the site will colloct approximately 2000 gallons.
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SITE CONDITIONS

working with the existing topography
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SITE CONDITIONS

key programmatic considerations

�	�!��,
�YG�-�����@�����Y!	�!�������:

��ADDRESS SAFETY CONCERNS
��DIVERSIFY PARK USES AND USERS
��DESIGN FOR ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY SENIORS AND CHILDREN
��PROVIDE ADEQUATE LIGHTING AND POWER
��PROVIDE SEATING THAT INVITES GATHERING, BUT DISCOURAGES SLEEPING
��CONSIDER PLANTING THAT REFLECTS OUR REGION AND THE CULTURES OF THE ID
��MAKE THE PARK ACCESSIBLE TO ALL
��PURSUE SUSTAINABILITY IN CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE
��RESOLVE SOIL CONTAMINATION
��ADAPTIVE TO CLIMATE



3 MAIN ISSUES



A PLACE FOR EVERYONE
ALL AGES | ALL CULTURES  |  ALL ABILITIES 



A PLACE FOR CELEBRATION
 DIVERSE ACTIVITIES & EVENTS | OVERCOMING NEGATIVE WITH POSITIVE



 A PLACE FOR THE FUTURE
INNOVATION | SUSTAINABILITY | CULTURAL RENEWAL



3 INSPIRATIONS



THEATER
daily rhythms and special events 



Xuyuanshu at Xianglu Feng 
Wishing Trees at Fragrant Hills Park, Beijing

Wind
Reactive

Bring in People
with Rituals

Temporary
Community Built

Art of Small
Recyclable

Pieces



������	
�
 Brilliant

Art

Local
Artists

Art
Canopy

Chihuly Glass House
Seattle, WA



China Town Park
Boston, MA

Highlight Natural 
Elements

��������������	�� Mimic Built Forms



Iconic Color Airy Quality
Art

Canopy
China Town Park

Boston, MA



The High Line
New York, NY| JC-Field Operations

Seating for Events 
Space for Informal 

Gathering
Taking up Grade



Bryant Park
New York, NY | OLIN 

Place for Excercise
People Are the 

Theater
Flexible Use of Space



Director Park
 Portland, OR| OLIN & ZGF

Creates a Focal Point Invites Gathering Allows Big Events



Dujiangyan Square
Chengdu, Sichuan, China

Architectural
Canopies

Shelter &
Shade

Geometric
Metal



Millennium Park
Chicago

Digital Media
Movement Draws 

Attention
Large Scale Display



Forms that
Reference
 Nature

Water
Rippling

Sustainability
in Design
and BuildSockeye Salmon Spawing

Puget Sound Rivers



Janet Echelman Net/Light Art
Phoenix

Artistic Intervention Illuminate Space
Beacon to Attract 

Visitors



Cafe in Crystal Plaza
Stockholm, Sweden

Authenticity
Provides Views 

Inside and Outside
Draws Additional 

Visitors



Chinese Tea House
Park 

Overview
Cultural Connection 

to the Park

Sustaining an 
Economic System for 

the Park



what if the park is a stage
��������!
�������!��������	!����!
���	�
�������
��		j�



VISIONS.
?

HARVEST
cultivating community, food and ecosystem services



Street Market
China

Fresh Produce
Flexible Use of 

Public Space

Integrate with
Existing

Active Streets



Shenyang Architecture Campus
Rice Paddy Campus |Shenyang City, Liaoning Province, China

Food
Production

Geometric
Simple Designs

Tree Lined
Pathways



Kendall Square Plaza
Cambridge, MA | MVVA

Grid of Trees
Allowing Light 

Through
Shaping a Space



Tianjin Bridged Gardens
Tianjin City, China

Canopy
Walk

Simple Sculpture
Adults Watching
Their Children



Yinzhou River
China

Creates Order in 
the Space

Organizes Program Airy Canopy



Red Ribbon Park
Qinhuangdao City, Hebei Province, China

Curving Benches Bright Colors
Benches Integrated 

With Trees



Red Ribbon Park
Qinhuangdao City, Hebei Province, China

Lit
 Seating

Beautiful
Seating

Encourages
Nightlife



what if the park is an orchard
"��!���!��������	!����	!�'�!
��!�
������	�)�"��j����!�



EXCHANGE
�����������	�������������������	����������



Danny Woo Community Garden
International District, Seattle, WA

Successful
Urban Agriculture

Since 1975

Community-Led
Stewardship

Beauty in
Unpredictability

and Diversity



Seattle's
Many Community

Orchards

Edible
Canopy

Shade in Summer
Bloom in Spring

Arnold Arboretum
Cambridge, MA |Reed Hilderbrand

Terracing the Slope
Organizing Plant 

Collection
Framing
Views



9

Tianjin Qiaoyuan Wetland Park
Tianjin City, China

Colorful
Seasonal
Plantings

Promontories
Platform
Walkways



Lurie Garden
Chicago, IL | GGN

Patches of 
Vegetation

Immersion in 
Nature

Tapestry of Color 
and Texture



7

Tianjin Bridged Gardens
Tianjin City, China

Metal and Plant 
Textures

Taking up Grade
Ethno-Botanical

Terrace Organization



Botanic Garden
Barcelona, Spain | Bet Figuera

Shaping the Land
Organizing 
Circulation

Organizing Plant 
Collections



what if the park is terraces
�!��!���
������	!�"��!����!!���������'�	��	���)



NOW WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU.

HING HAY PARK  
慶喜公園

423 MAYNARD AVE S, SEATTLE, WA 98104


