
 
 
 
 
 
DENNY PARK PAVING DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION 
PUBLIC MEETING NOTES 
 2/2/16 
 

COMMENT: Does the newly proposed lawn extend all the way to the street 

RESPONSE: No, it will terminate at a new planting bed around the statue  

 

COMMENT: Is there electrical available for events 

RESPONSE: Yes, associated with the pedestrian lighting.  We will include additional sleeves to allow 
addition of future electrical. 

 

COMMENT: Dragon Hedges are super cool can you move them?  One of my favorite things. 

RESPONSE:  It would be difficult to transplant the hedge however, we will look at options to 
replicate it in new locations. 

 

COMMENT: Lighting needed along West Half. 

RESPONSE: Additional lighting will not be possible within the current project budget and scope.  We 
can look into running conduit for future lighting 

 

COMMENT: Water feature – should be a fountain or significant piece of art that fits with the 
location.  Should be tall so it can be seen from paths as you approach the central plaza. 

RESPONSE: Agreed.  The problem is budget.  Funding is MPD and it needs to be focused toward 
major maintenance.  We are just planting a seed for an idea that can be funded thru 
grants or perhaps via donation.  We are planning to run sleeves so water and/or power 
could be easily run to planter and focal feature during a later phase. 

 

COMMENT: Don’t like tree removal idea.  We need urban canopy 

RESPONSE: The trees are in decline and have been assessed by the city arborist.  If removed we will 
be replacing them at a min. of 2:1.  We have also received public comment that the park 
lacks young trees and there should be more tree planting to ensure the longevity of the 
canopy.  This is an opportunity to address that issue and improve the overall long term 
condition of the urban forest. 

COMMENT: I appreciate the input of the arborist.  I am just sensitive to the elimination of canopy. 

 



COMMENT: We share your sentiment and will either not remove the trees or come up with a 
compromise solution. 

 

COMMENT: Increasing sightlines in the park needs to be solved in other ways than removing 
vegetation. 

RESPONSE: Point well taken, we also need to consider ways to better activate the park’s spaces.  
Creating a more open and functional central gathering space is an opportunity to give 
the park a stronger identity and create space for community events.  

 

COMMENT:   There are other recently created spaces in the south lake union neighborhood that are 
suitable for events. 

RESPONSE: The goal is to make space more inviting for informal use and gatherings as well.   

 

COMMENT: It gets hot in the summer and shady places are important. 

RESPONSE:  Point well taken, one of the suggestions that came out of the planning process for the 
park in 2006 was more sunlight and openness, and we are following up on that desire.  
We also need to consider better activation of the space.  There is significant overlapping 
canopy from adjacent larger trees, so shade would still be available.   

 

COMMENT: Can you add a doggie drinker at the base of the drinking fountain. 

RESPONSE: We understand that many park visitors have pets who need water too. We will look into 
options for a fountain that includes a dog bowl. 

 

COMMENT: Can you install more than one drinking fountain? 

RESPONSE: We will see if this option is feasible based upon budget, scope and priorities.  The 
challenge will be that an additional drinking fountain would require both a new water 
line and sewer line, which would add cost and potentially increase impacts to tree roots. 

 

COMMENT: School (Morningside Academy) uses play area and eastern triangle area for recess and 
needs access to these spaces during construction  

RESPONSE: We should be able to keep the play area open for most of the construction period.  The 
eastern open space will need to be closed for at least part of the construction duration 
to allow installation of new irrigation.  We will coordinate with school staff to 
coordinate school and construction schedules to limit impacts to these areas.  

 

COMMENT: Open area south of the playground for play is vital to our school.  The urban forest 
would eliminate this use. 

RESPONSE: We will investigate all possible design options to ensure open space is available for play. 

 

COMMENT: Isn’t the power sub-station supposed to replace the temporary dog park? 

RESPONSE: We will send an e-mail to the coordinator tomorrow to check on status of sub-station 
off leash area. 



 

COMMENT: We should try to force the issue associated with moving the dog area. It is not really 
used that much.  Most people are dog walkers from dog kennel down street and then at 
limited times during day: mostly 7-8, lunch, right after work.  It is very unsightly.  This is 
Seattle’s oldest park and it just doesn’t fit.  There is gravel spilling out onto the path. 

RESPONSE: Adrianne from parks will volunteer to do some user counts to see how much area is 
being used.   We will look into options and timing for the temporary of leash area.  
Gravel on adjacent paths is a maintenance issue.  

 

COMMENT: History of siting the dog park where it is:  it was located in current location because 
there are no trees in the area and there was concern about tree impacts, however the 
roots from large trees on other side of paths extend into this area and there was some 
digging and root disturbance during installation of the off leash area.   

RESPONSE: The impact to tree roots is an issue everywhere in the park.  We are looking into ways to 
limit tree impacts during construction including protecting tree root zones and timing of 
some irrigation trenching to coincide with onset of wet season.  Also carefully evaluating 
design details for irrigation, paving and drainage to limit tree impacts. 

 

COMMENT: What do you think of grills and picnic tables, and possibly café tables.   

COMMENT: The one table in the play area is used regularly by the school. 

RESPONSE: Moveable café tables and chairs would be great.  They have been proven to help 
activate spaces.  Would need to come up with a way to secure moveable tables and 
chairs.  Will look into possible locations for additional tables. 

 

 


