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letter from the Mayor

Dear Fellow Seattleites, 

You’d be hard pressed to find a list of the nation’s 

greenest cities that doesn’t put Seattle at or very 

near the top. I’m incredibly proud to be mayor of a 

city that’s known worldwide for its environmental 

leadership.   

Moving the Needle is a report about the City of Seattle’s environmental 

goals and our progress in achieving them. This report details key 

goals previously set by the City of Seattle, ranging across seven areas: 

buildings and energy; transportation and land use; food; waste; 

water; trees and green space and climate change.

The report illustrates that there are many reasons why Seattle is an 

environmental leader. We are on-track to achieve many of our goals, 

such as electricity and water conservation; however, there are other 

goals, like climate change, where the challenge looms large and 

there is much work to be done. 

Moving the Needle is just a start. We intend to use this report to 

evaluate how we are doing on our environmental commitments and 

identify areas for improvement. Working with the community, we 

will evaluate our goals and metrics to ensure they adequately reflect 

our priorities and reliably track our progress. We will update Moving 

the Needle biennially to hold us accountable for what we care about 

over time. 

I hope that all of us—policy makers, environmental leaders, 

businesses and residents—will continue our efforts to create a 

green, prosperous, and equitable future for our city. 

Thank you for all that you’ve done to make Seattle an environmental 

leader and thank you for all that you will do to help us aim high, 

achieve more, and stay at the top of those ‘greenest city’ lists. 

Sincerely,

Mayor Ed Murray



about moving the needle
City of Seattle has hundreds of environmental goals expressed in various 

plans, policies, and programs, which City departments track in many 

ways. Moving the Needle is our first step in assembling a set of high level 

environmental goals and accomplishments in one report for improved 

tracking and accountability. It reports on select environmental goals 

already in place, with the community in mind.

Environmental areas covered in this report include: Buildings & Energy, 

Transportation & Land Use, Food, Waste, Water, Trees & Green Space and 

Climate Change.

Moving the Needle is not a sustainability report nor is it an exhaustive 

accounting of all of Seattle’s environmental activities. Please visit                 

www.seattle.gov/environment for more detailed information about the 

City’s environmental plans and activities.
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green Buildings
Seattle is one of the top green building 
markets in the nation. 

Renewable energy
Seattle is well-positioned to meet future 
energy needs with low carbon sources.
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our StrategieS:
The City is committed to meeting future energy 
needs through conservation and renewables 
as well as protecting our important energy 
resources for today’s generation and the next. 
Our strategies include:

Energy efficiency is our first-priority for 
meeting electricity needs. 

energy Conservation

the challenge ahead:
Aggressive energy codes and green buildings 
programs are dramatically reducing the 
amount of energy new buildings use. Now our 
challenge is to achieve the same results in the 
buildings that we already live and work in.

the benefitS:

Buildings 
& energy

leading with conservation
& renewable energy

Healthy
People

Economic 
Benefit

Less 
Waste

Natural Resource 
Protection

Seattle is fortunate to have a robust supply of 
clean hydroelectric power with 7 of its own hydro 
facilities and several renewable power contracts. 
Today, hydropower supplies 92 percent of 
Seattle’s electricity. Conservation has long been 
the City’s first-priority, with energy conservation 
programs dating back to the 1970s. 

enviRonMenTal STeWaRdShip is fundamental 
to how we manage our energy resources. Seattle 
protects some 13,000 acres of habitat in our 
hydro watersheds, including old-growth forest & 
spawning grounds for salmon.     

1ST UTiliTy
in The 
naTion 
to achieve 
zero-net 
carbon 
emissions 

Ranked 1ST 
in The 
naTion 
for green 
building 
policy

Climate 
Protection



Waste-to-heat cogeneration at West Point 
Treatment Plant (Seattle’s wastewater)

learn more about Seattle’s environmental work
WWW.SeaTTle.gov/enviRonMenT

Renewable energygreen Buildings
105,200 MegaWaTT hoURS 
oF eleCTRiCiTy Saved annUally

Pr
og

re
SS
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energy Conservation

the leading edge

RedUCe hoMe eneRgy USe By 20% 
and CoMMeRCial eneRgy USe By 10% 
By 2030 (2008 BaSeline)

Pr
og

re
SS

20% eneRgy SavingS in CiTy 
FaCiliTieS By 2020 (2008 BaSeline)

Pr
og

re
SS

121,290 Megawatt hours saved in 2013. 
This is equivalent to:  

A BTU accounts for total energy (not just electricity) 
& is the amount of energy needed to heat one 
pound of water one degree.

3% Reduction 2% reduction

‘08

5%

10%

15%

0%
‘10 ‘12 ‘14 ‘16 ‘20

Progress 
to date 

(estimated): 

4%

20%

‘18

our goal

14,190 homes
powered for one year

16,040 vehicles 
garaged for one year

or

rESidEnTial CoMMErCial

2008: 18.4M BTU

2012: 17.9M BTU

2008: 27.9M BTU

2012: 27.4M BTU

Seattle’s energy upgrade program helps residents with low-cost energy 

assessments, rebates, financing, and pre-approved contractors. Community 

Power Works delivers energy efficiency solutions and lasting environmental 

and economic benefits. Customers gain more than energy savings – they’re 

making their homes healthier, safer, more comfortable places to be.

community Power workS

3,040 
families with 

upgrades complete 
or in progress

220,847TonS 
of greenhouse gas emissions 
avoided over the lifetime of 
the measures

30% 
average 
energy 
savings

1,175 
of these are 
low-income 

families

goal
1

goal
2

goal
3

inCReaSe The nUMBeR and level 
oF gReen CeRTiFied BUildingS

Pr
og

re
SS

32 out of 34 City-owned buildings completed 
between 2000-2013 achieved a LEED rating:

Platinum:
King St 
Station 

gold:
20 

projects

Silver:
9 

projects

Certified:
2 

projects

goal
4 15% oF eleCTRiCiTy aCqUiRed FRoM 

neW ReneWaBle SoURCeS By 2020

Pr
og

re
SS In 2013, almost 5% of Seattle’s electricity came 

from new renewable sources. New renewable 
sources includes: 

goal
5

inCReaSe SolaR eneRgy 
pRodUCTion in The CoMMUniTy

Pr
og

re
SS Over 1,000 

residents & 
businesses have 
installed solar 
panels in Seattle 
since 2006. 

Seattle Aquarium recently installed a 
solar installation through Seattle City 
Light’s Community Solar Program.

Our solar
capacity is now 

6 MW -- 38 times 
more than in 2008.

goal
6

Seattle’s 2013 
Resource 
Conservation 
Management 
Plan outlines 
strategies to 
achieve our 
goal.

179% increase (2009 - 2013)

Built green: Residential

5 Stars

4 Stars

1-3 
Stars
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lEEd rated: Primarily commercial
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Gold

LEED & 
Silver
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256

40% increase (2009 - 2013)

Wind 
projects

Methane gas capture 
from Columbia Ridge 
Landfill (Seattle’s 
municipal solid waste)

achieved!



Complete neighborhoods 
Building economically diverse urban 
neighborhoods where what you need is close 
to where you live.

Safe Streets
Improving pedestrian & bicycle safety to make 
walking & biking more appealing.
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our StrategieS:
As Seattle grows, we will continue to reduce our 
impact on climate change and build a thriving 
city. Our strategies include:

Providing affordable and reliable 
transportation options that lower 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Transportation Choices

the challenge ahead:
With strong community input, Seattle has 
adopted transit, bicycle and pedestrian plans to 
achieve our vision of moving people and goods 
efficiently and with less environmental impact. 
Our challenge now is to make this vision a 
reality on-the-ground. 

the benefitS:

Transportation 
& land Use

Advancing a dynamic & 
Connected Seattle

This includes both how we get around and 
how we move goods & services.

40%
oF SeaTTle’S gReenhoUSe gaS (ghg) 

eMiSSionS CoMe FRoM TRanSpoRTaTion

are expected in Seattle over the next 20 years. 

120,000
neW ReSidenTS

115,000
neW joBS

&
Connected 

Communities

Reduced
Congestion

Clean 
Air

Optimal 
Mobility

Healthy
People

Vibrant 
Neighborhoods



goal
3

goal
2

goal
1

goal
5

5.4
M

85% oF joBS loCaTed WiThin 
URBan villageS By 2030

Pr
og

re
SS 84%

of jobs are 
located  
in urban 
villages  

Top Job Growth Neighborhoods:* 

almoSt 
there!

1. South lake union

2. othello

3. Westwood - highland Park

4. lake City

5. Columbia City

* % increase in jobs from 2004-2012
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Transportation Choices

goal
7 eliMinaTe SeRioUS 

& FaTal CRaSheS By 2030

Pr
og

re
SS

‘08 ‘09 ‘10 ‘11 ‘12 ‘13

# 
oF

 C
ol

li
Si

on
S

213 224

195

151

196

171

Safe StreetsComplete neighborhoods

inCReaSe TRanSiT BoaRdingS 
By 37% By 2040 (2012 BaSeline)

Pr
og

re
SS

Seattle has joined an elite group of cities 
where less than 50% of workers commute 
by a single occupancy vehicle. 

53%

2011 2012
49%

25% oF CoMMUTeRS dRive 
alone By 2035

Pr
og

re
SS

Safety improvements, bike lanes & greenways 
are making it easier to get around by bike and 
foot. The City counts bicyclists and pedestrians 
quarterly at 50 locations citywide.

inCReaSe The nUMBeR oF 
BiCyCliSTS and pedeSTRianS

Pr
og

re
SS 27% 

increase
since 2011

59% 
increase
since 2011

Moving the needle 2014
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goal
4 45% oF hoMeS loCaTed 

WiThin URBan villageS By 2030

of homes are 
currently within 
urban villages 

42% This is 133,000 
out of a total of 
318,000 homes Pr
og

re
SS

Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan identifies 
30 urban villages across the city. These 
are designated areas to attract new 
jobs, housing, & investments to connect 
residents to nearby jobs & amenities. 

goal
6

5.4
M

enhanCe neighBoRhood WalkaBiliTy

Pr
og

re
SS

*According 
to Walk 
ScoreTM

8th 
most 
walkable 
large city 
in the US* 

Many Seattle neighborhoods offer a 
variety of nearby amenities including:

Public 
transit

Housing Services

This allows people to leave their cars 
at home more often.

322,000 boardings 
occurred daily in Fall 2010

360,000 boardings 
in Fall 2012

12% 
increase in 

2 years 

learn more about Seattle’s environmental work
WWW.SeaTTle.gov/enviRonMenT

the leading edge

Seattle’s carbon neutral electricity makes electric transportation 

a key climate strategy. Growth in Metro trolley buses, the Seattle 

Streetcar, and Link Light Rail are expanding our electric transit 

options and Seattle has one of the highest electric car ownership 

rates in the nation. 

24 fork 
lifts

5 Road 
scooters

32 Off Road 
Utility Vehicles

43 EV
Sedans

9,000 

gallonS

electrified tranSPortation
an important climate strategy

of gasoline saved 
in 2013 with our 
electric vehicles

The City of Seattle is leading by example with our 
growing electric fleet: 

20% reduction 
since 2008

almoSt 
there!
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local Food production 
It should be easy to grow food in Seattle for 
personal use or business purposes.

Strong Food economy
Businesses that produce, process, distribute, 
and sell local and healthy food should grow 
and thrive in Seattle. 
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our StrategieS:
Seattle is committed to increasing healthy 
food access while continuing to protect our 
farmlands and grow our local food economy 
for all. Our strategies include:

Seattle residents should have enough to 
eat and access to affordable, local, healthy, 
sustainable, culturally appropriate food.

healthy Food access

the challenge ahead:
Sprawl, rising food prices and the changing 
climate all affect our food system. Parts 
of Aurora, Lake City, High Point, Delridge, 
Georgetown, and South Park have limited food 
and transit access. Consuming local fresh food 
- and organic wherever possible - promotes 
health and a thriving food economy.

the benefitS:

Economic
Benefit

Social 
Equity

Healthy
People

Climate 
Preparedness

Farmland
Protection

Connected
Communities

Food
healthy people, healthy 
economy, healthy land

The food we produce and consume impacts our 
health, our economy, and our environment. 

Rising obesity and diet-related diseases 
cost money and lives. Chemically intensive 
agriculture degrades the quality of our land, 
our air, and our water. 

one in Five ChildRen in king CoUnTy 
does not always have enough to eat and 

healthy food is even harder for some to afford.

a dieT RiCh in loCal FRUiTS and vegeTaBleS 
reduces greenhouse gas emissions, protects our 
natural resources, and is good for everyone. 
Growing, eating, and sharing food brings 
people together.



learn more about Seattle’s environmental work
WWW.SeaTTle.gov/enviRonMenT

goal
1

healthy Food for all Strong Food economylocal Food production

inCReaSe healThy Food aCCeSS

Pr
og

re
SS
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the leading edge

Seattle and King County’s watershed Transfer of Development Rights 

agreement in 2013 will sustain the production of fresh, local food to 

supply to residents, restaurants and retailers for generations to come. 

Seattle developers can now purchase development rights from rural forest 

and farm lands for increased development capacity in South Lake Union. 

farm to Table brings fresh local produce to children 
& older adults in Seattle & king County. 

45% increase in Seattle 
early learning centers 
purchasing healthy food 
from local farmers. 

300% + increase in early 
learning centers engaging in food 
& nutrition education & training.

 

fresh Bucks doubles the purchasing power of 
Supplemental nutrition assistance Program (SnaP) 
shoppers at farmers Markets. 

70% +  increase in 
use of Fresh Bucks at 
Seattle Farmers Markets.

2012: 1,500 participants

2013: 2,600 participants

in 2013:

29 sites 
in 2012

42 sites 
in 2013

94% said Fresh 
Bucks made a 
difference in their 
families’ diet.

90% said they 
ate more fruits 
and vegetables.

2013 tranSfer of develoPment rightS

increase 
availability of 

local food

increase 
livability

increase 
density

Preserve farm 
and forestland

dEvEloPMEnT 
righTS TranSfEr:

      $18 Million for Land Protection

SeaTTle king 
CoUnTy

800 Development Rights

$98 Million of nEW ProPErTy Tax rEvEnuE 
(CoUnTy’S ShaRe) fRoM neW DeveLoPMenT 

$17 Million of KinG CoUnTy 
RevenUe foR PUbLiC iMPRoveMenTS 
in SoUTh LaKe Union

inCReaSe URBan Food pRodUCTion

Pr
og

re
SS

104% 
increase 
in publicly 
accessible 
land for 
growing 
food since 
1990*

Seattle’s community 
gardeners are growing too:

*Best estimate available from Seattle Parks & Seattle P-Patch

2010: 4,772

2011: 5,159

2012: 5,830

2013: 6,329

26,000lbs

2013

Donated by 
P-Patch gardeners 

to Seattle food 
banks and meal 

programs.

# of P-Patch 
gardeners: 

goal
2 inCReaSe loCal Food ConSUMpTion

Pr
og

re
SS Farmers markets connect farmers directly to 

consumers resulting in healthier food for us and 
economic benefit for farmers.

Seattle’s 2013 farmers Market Snapshot:

4 
farmers 
market 

associations

4
year-round 

farmers 
markets

16 
farmers
market 

locations

215 
unique
farmer 
vendors

Total farmers Market Sales

$11.9M*2010

$12.1M2011

$13.2M2012

goal
3

Sq
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Recycling & Composting
Expand recycling and composting
through  services, incentives, and 
regulations.
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City of Seattle’s Environmental Achievements 

our StrategieS:
Seattle residents and businesses divert more 
waste than nearly every other city in the 
nation. We strive to maintain and improve on 
that level of excellence. Our strategies include:

Reducing waste by not creating it in 
the first place. 

Waste prevention

the challenge ahead:
While Seattle continues to be a leader in 
recycling and composting, approximately half 
of what we send to the landfill is either food 
waste or recyclable material. We can do better! 

the benefitS:

Waste
Picking Up the Pace
toward Zero Waste

Economic 
Benefit

Healthy
People

Climate 
Protection

Natural Resource 
Protection

Less 
Waste

Toxics
Reduction

oveR The paST 25 yeaRS, Seattle residents saved 
over 3 million metric tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions by recycling. 

=3 M
metric tons of 
greenhouse 

gases

625,000 
cars taken off 
Seattle’s roads 

for 1 yr

EvEry
single-family 

home in Seattle 
powered for 1 yr

OR

1980’s hoUSehold gaRBage:

32-gallon CanS
PEr WEEk

Today’S hoUSehold gaRBage:

32-gallon Can PEr WEEk

As households have increased recycling, the 
amount of waste sent to the landfill has decreased.



learn more about Seattle’s environmental work
WWW.SeaTTle.gov/enviRonMenT

Recycling & Composting
inCReaSe pRodUCTS WheRe WaSTe 
iS Managed By ManUFaCTUReRS

Pr
og

re
SS
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Waste prevention

Ban oR diSCoURage pRoBleM MaTeRialS

Pr
og

re
SS

the leading edge
conStruction & demolition Program

In part because of Seattle’s efforts, manufacturers 
are now responsible for safe handling of these 
discarded products:  

over 20% of Seattle’s residents have 
“opted out” of phone book delivery:

future 
product 
stewardship 
laws for:  

   Paint
   Carpet  
   Batteries

 Electronics 
(2006)

Mercury-
containing 

lights (2010)

Medicines 
(2013)

292 M plastic 
bags used annually 
in Seattle before 
2012. Only 13% 
were recycled. 

a 2009 polystyrene food container 
ban requires that all single-use food 
packaging be either compostable or 
recyclable:

2011 PhonE 
Book oPT-ouT

2009 
PolySTyrEnE 

ConTainEr Ban

2012 PlaSTiC 
Bag Ban

66% decrease in polystyrene 
in commercial garbage from 
2008 to 2012

as Seattle continues to grow, it’s imperative that we look 

for better ways to manage our waste stream. Waste from 

construction and development is substantial. Recently, 

the City took steps to significantly reduce the waste from 

these activities that goes to our landfills. new requirements 

have been adopted for new construction, remodeling and 

demolition activities in Seattle.

as of January 1, 2014 construction projects file a Waste 

Diversion Plan before starting a project, and at the end, they 

file a report on materials delivered to recycling facilities.

SEaTTlE CiTy CounCil haS adoPTEd a goal for 
rECyCling 70% of ConSTruCTion WaSTE By 2020.

70% By 2020

 - 2012 -
Asphalt Paving, 

Bricks & 
Concrete

 - 2014 -
Metal

- 2014 -
Cardboard

- 2014 -
New Construction 

Gypsum Scrap - 2015 -
Carpet

- 2015 -
Plastic 
Film 

- 2015 -
Clean 
Wood 

- 2015 -
Tear-Off 
Asphalt 
Shingles

Materials banned from 
landfill disposal and 
year ban becomes 

effective:

R

900 tons 
of paper 
saved

Estimated 1M 
fewer delivered 
in 2011 vs 2010

Plastic bag pollution poses serious 
threats to Puget Sound’s wildlife.

The 2012 Ban 
eliminated 
the use of 
these bags.

goal
1

goal
2

RedUCe WaSTe SenT To landFill

Pr
og

re
SS 360 lbs per 

resident is sent 
to the landfill 
annually in Seattle

360 lBS

27% decrease in 
landfill waste over 
the past 7 years: 

318,600 
tons 

in 2013      

438,400 
tons

in 2006

goal
3

ReCyCle 70% By 2022
Pr

og
re

SS average monthly pounds 
of recycleables collected 

per household:

2003 2012

overall recycling 
rate:

Multi 
family: 
30 lbs.

Single 
family: 
63 lbs.

70% 
of waste 
recycled 
in 2012

SinglE-faMily houSEholdS

We achieved our highest 
ever recycling rate in 2012. 
Key to this success has 
been organics collection & 
disposal bans.

30% 
of waste 
recycled 
in 2012

MulTi-faMily SECTor

While achieving their 
highest recycling rate yet 
in 2012, more work is 
needed to help landlords & 
tenants recycle more.

61% 
of waste 
recycled 
in 2012

CoMMErCial SECTor

2,500 businesses recycled 
organic waste in 2012 
compared to 900 in 2008.

38%

56%

70.1%

32.2%

61.4%

goal
4



Seattle is committed to delivering high-quality 
drinking water and protecting our local waterways.

pollution prevention
Partner with the community to stop 
pollution at its source.

Sewage overflow prevention
Use system improvements, green stormwater 
infrastructure, & flow reduction strategies to 
protect our waterways.

Moving the needle 2014
City of Seattle’s Environmental Achievements 

our StrategieS:
Seattle will cost-effectively manage the drinking 
water supply and stormwater runoff while 
protecting public health and the environment. 

Ensure that saving water continues to be 
second nature for people by providing 
excellent education, tools & incentives.

Water Conservation

the challenge ahead:
For more than 100 years, Seattle has enjoyed 
plentiful and high-quality drinking water from 
protected mountain sources. In the future, 
we will likely see more rain, leading to more 
sewage overflows and polluted stormwater 
runoff. Protecting our water supply from the 
effects of climate change and polluted runoff 
will preserve our quality of life for future 
generations. 

the benefitS:

Healthy 
People

Vibrant
Neighborhoods

Clean 
Waterways

Natural Resource 
Protection

Water
enhancing quality of life 
and health through our 

water system

11

Watershed protection
Protect water quality & restore habitat in 
the mountain watersheds that supply our 
drinking water.

Climate 
Preparedness 

Healthy Fish 
& Wildlife

Sewage & 
Stormwater 
Treatment

green & gray
Stormwater

infrastructure

untreated 
runoff & Sewer 

overflows

UNTREATEDCLEANER/TREATED



Pr
og

re
SS

The Saving Water Partnership 
is a collaboration between 
Seattle Public Utilities & 18 
other water utilities to help 
our region conserve water.

In 2013, 

93M gallons per 
day (mgd) were 
used by customers 
of the Saving 
Water Partnership.

Even so, there has been a

24% decrease 
in regional water 
consumption since 1990

This is a 38% decrease in
water consumption per person!

22% 
increase in 
population 
since 1990.

From 126 gallons/day To 78 gallons/day

* for the Saving Water Partnership

learn more about Seattle’s environmental work
WWW.SeaTTle.gov/enviRonMenT

USe leSS Than 105 Million 
gallonS oF WaTeR peR day*
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Water Conservation

the leading edgeWatershed protection
deCoMMiSSion 236 MileS 
oF logging RoadS in CedaR RiveR 
WaTeRShed By 2020

Pr
og

re
SS

Decommissioning decreases sediment input into 
adjacent streams and habitat fragmentation, 
benefiting aquatic animals and water quality.

152 miles   

decommissioned 
to date:

  

Seattle’S rainwiSe Program

Rain that falls on roofs, roads, driveways and compacted soils collects 

quickly, then runs off into local waterways. During heavy rain storms 

this “stormwater” can back up and flood homes, overflow sewers, 

and erode hillsides. it also carries pollutants from cars, lawn chemicals, 

cleaners and pet waste into Seattle’s creeks and swimming beaches.

The rainWise program helps homeowners reduce this polluted runoff 

by providing rebates for natural drainage solutions on their property.  

aS of January 2014, SEaTTlE 
residents have installed more than:

This filters 

5.4 M 
gallons 
of stormwater 
annually

The average project 
controls the runoff from

1,398 sq ft 
of roof area

350 
rainWiSE
ProJECTS

pollution prevention
Manage 700 Million gallonS 
oF RUnoFF annUally WiTh gReen 
inFRaSTRUCTURe By 2025

Pr
og

re
SS Annual runoff managed through green Stormwater 

infrastructure:

inCReaSe pollUTanT 
ReMoval FRoM RoadWayS 

Pr
og

re
SS

Street sweeping is an incredibly simple and cost-
effective method of preventing pollution from getting 
into our waterways.

Miles Swept: Pollutants removed:

2011 6,650 MileS 66 tons

2013 10,330 MileS 99 tons

gSi Methods: Bioretention and rain gardens, permeable 
pavement, green roofs, urban canopy cover, rainwater 
harvesting, soil building, biofiltration, and depaving.

goal
3

goal
4

Sewage overflow prevention
RedUCe SeWeR BaCkUpS To leSS 
Than 4 peR 100 pipe MileS By 2025

Pr
og

re
SS

RedUCe CoMBined SeWeR oveRFloWS 
To no MoRe Than 1 oveRFloW peR oUTFall 
peR yeaR By 2025

Pr
og

re
SS

87 Outfalls are owned by the City of Seattle. 
The outfall is considered controlled when it has 
no more than one overflow per year.

3.1 
sewer 
backups 
per 100 
miles of 
pipeline 
in 2013

fats, oils, and grease (fog) 
(i.e. sauces, cooking oil, food 
scraps & oil from cooked meats) 
build up in sewer pipes & cause 
costly blockages & sewer backups.

keep your drains fat 
free: Dispose of FOG in 
a sealed container in 
your garbage.

fog

goal
5

goal
6

goal
2

goal
1

Today By 2025

100 M gal 700 M gal

left to go:

84 miles   

achieved!

50% increase in pollutant removal between 2011 & 2013
Overflows from

52 outfalls 
are controlled

achieved!
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green Space 
Provide safe and welcoming places for people 
to play, learn, contemplate, build community, 
and experience nature.

Stewardship  
Engage the whole community in sustaining 
and enhancing our parks, natural areas, 
and trees. 

Moving the needle 2014
City of Seattle’s Environmental Achievements 

our StrategieS:
Seattle will preserve and enhance its open 
spaces, parks and trees to maximize ecological, 
social, and environmental benefits for all. Our 
strategies include:

Preserve and maintain trees, maximize 
benefits, and increase community 
engagement in taking care of trees.

Tree Canopy

the challenge ahead:
Since the majority of Seattle’s trees are on 
private property, residents play a critical role 
in protecting our urban forest. Ongoing 
community support is absolutely essential to a 
thriving park system—including on-the-ground 
volunteer restoration and strong community 
partnerships that ensure Seattle parks and 
green spaces will continue to be treasured by 
future generations.

the benefitS:

Trees & 
green Space
enhancing our urban 
forest & natural areas

Clean 
Waterways

Healthy Fish
& Wildlife

Vibrant
Neighborhoods

SeaTTle iS a Top 10 CiTy naTionWide FoR 

urban forests. Our urban forest is accessible; it 
benefits from strong community partnerships; 
and is managed through specific policies aimed 
at protecting our trees.

paRkS and naTURal aReaS CoMpRiSe 11% oF 
SeaTTle’S land aRea. 

465 parks 
& extensive 

natural areas

25 miles of 
boulevards

120 miles 
of trails

MoRe Than halF oF oUR paRkland is natural 
beaches, forests, and wetlands. These natural 
areas are vital to growing a healthy and livable 
city and yield social, environmental, and 
economic benefits.

Healthy
People

Clean 
Air

Connected
Communities



learn more about Seattle’s environmental work
WWW.SeaTTle.gov/enviRonMenT

StewardshipTree Canopy
one aCRe oF open SpaCe peR 
100 ReSidenTS

Pr
og

re
SS
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green Space

the leading edge

all ReSidenTS live WiThin 
1/4 Mile oF a paRk

Pr
og

re
SS

100% level oF SeRviCe FoR CaRe 
oF SeaTTle’S gReen SpaCeS

Pr
og

re
SS

The Green Seattle Partnership is a unique public/private 

partnership between the City of Seattle, forterra, and thousands 

of community volunteers, who, with the support of businesses 

and nonprofits, actively work to restore and maintain Seattle’s 

forested parklands. The Partnership relies on large-scale civic 

engagement to ensure that our children and their grandchildren 

continue to enjoy the health and economic benefits of vibrant 

parks, forests, and natural areas throughout Seattle.

1/4 Mile
Live within Live outside of

1/4 Mile
paRk

83% 
of residents 

17% 
of residents 

green Seattle PartnerShiP 648,000 
volunteer hours 

since 2005

156,000 
trees planted 

since 2005

120 
forest stewards 

since 2005

Current level of Service: 

Le
ve

l o
f S

er
vi

ce

60%

80%

40%

20%

0
2011 2012 2013

100%

54%

activities 
include: 
litter removal; 
turf, grass & 
plant care; 
invasive plant 
removal; and 
equipment 
repair. 

54% 58%

We currently have .75 acres per 100 residents. 

‘00‘90‘80‘70‘60 ‘10 ‘12

700K

600K

500K

400K
  S

ea
tt

le
’s 

Po
pu

la
tio

n
2690

2921

3910 4003
4246

4545Park acreage
Population

goal
1

goal
2

goal
3

30% TRee Canopy CoveR By 2037

Pr
og

re
SS 23% tree 

cover as of 
2007.

In 2013, City departments: 

New 
canopy 
cover 
assessment 
coming in 
2016.

removed 

917 trees 
(for power line clearance, 
public safety, tree failure, 
& development, etc.)

Planted 

3,082 trees

a net 
gain of 

2,165 
Trees

goal
4

2,500 aCReS oF FoReSTed paRkland 
ReSToRed By 2025

Pr
og

re
SS

40% of our goal has been accomplished since 2005

goal
5

inCReaSe volUnTeeRS CaRing FoR 
naTURal aReaS and TReeS

Pr
og

re
SS neaRly 

10,000
youth 

volunteered in 
Seattle parks in 

2013
 

Contributing 

55,000
hours!

volunteers caring for trees 
& natural areas: 

2011:
24,900

 2013:
29,100

2012:
27,600

goal
6

planT 1,800 TReeS in neighBoRhoodS 
annUally ThRoUgh CoMMUniTy 
paRTneRShipS                    

Pr
og

re
SS 1,811 City-funded trees were planted in yards 

or planting strips in 2013

In addition, more than 350 community members 
got a City permit to plant trees at their own expense.

goal
7

1,000 acres 
in restoration = The CoMBined aCReage oF:

Seward 
Park

discovery 
Park

lincoln 
Park

gas Works 
Park 

A 17% 
increase over 

the last 3 years

achieved!

forest Stewardship CouncilTM certified - Seattle’s 
forested parks meet the highest international standards 
in sustainable forest management

goal: 434,000 hRS
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Climate
Change

doing our part to protect 
the climate

CliMaTe Change iS The enviRonMenTal 
challenge of our time and it’s imperative that 
Seattle do its part to protect the climate. Thanks 
to our clean electricity, green buildings, complete 
neighborhoods, and waste reduction programs, 
Seattle already has a lower footprint than our 
suburban neighbors, but we have more work to 
do to achieve our goal of carbon neutrality.

SeaTTle’S 2012 CoRe gReenhoUSe 
gaS eMiSSionS*

2050 overall goal:

2030 target:
Seattle’s core emissions are 6 metric tons per 

person – that’s about half the U.S. average.

Sector SPecific 2030 emiSSionS targetS:

58% RedUCTion in 
ToTal CoRe eMiSSionS  
By 2030 (2008 baseline)

From 2008 to 2012: 
Total emissions increased 1% but per 

person emissions decreased 6%.

Total emissions 
increased: 6% 

Per person emissions 
decreased: 1%

82% RedUCTion 
FRoM 2008 levelS

Total emissions 
decreased: 10%

Per person emissions 
decreased: 15%

39% RedUCTion 
FRoM 2008 levelS

Total emissions 
decreased: 17%

Per person emissions 
decreased: 23%

58% RedUCTion 
FRoM 2008 levelS

PassEngEr 
vEhiclEs

building
EnErgy

solid
WastE* Seattle’s core emissions are those the City can most 

directly affect - Transportation, Building Energy, and Waste.

paSSengeR 
vehiChleS

WaSTe

45%

vehiCleS

19%

CoMMeRCial 
BUildingS

19%

ReSidenTial 
BUildingS

14%

3%

The goals and strategies called out in the previous six sections of 
this document all support our bold goal of carbon neutrality, as 
defined as zero net emissions. The 2013 Climate Action Plan lays out 
a comprehensive strategy to dramatically reduce the footprint of our 
transportation system, buildings, and waste.   

SeaTTle iS CaRBon 
neUTRal By 2050. goal

1
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preparing for a Changing Climate

Moving the needle 2014
City of Seattle’s Environmental Achievements 

Addressing climate change is not just a matter of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. We also must prepare for a changing climate. While flood-
ing, heat waves, and extreme high tides are not new challenges in Seattle,         
climate change will shift the frequency, intensity, and timing of these events.

projected pacific nW Climate impacts

sEa lEvEl 
risE

Increase in sea level will lead to greater flooding 
and likely resulting in property damage and other 
economic losses. 

MorE ExtrEME 
PrEciPitation

Wetter winters and more extreme precipitation 
events are expected and could stress our 
drainage system.

rEducEd 
Mountain 
snoWPack

Reductions in snowpack and changes in stream 
flows will affect how we operate Seattle’s water 
and hydropower generation systems.

incrEasEd 
tEMPEraturEs

Increase in average temperatures and extreme 
heat events will increase the frequency and  
severity of heat stress, respiratory disease and 
energy demand for cooling. 

Natural 
Systems

Utility
Systems

Community & 
Vulnerable 

Populations

Built 
Environment

2015 preparedness

develop CiTyWide CliMaTe pRepaRedneSS STRaTegy By 2015

Work is underway and the City is on track to produce a climate prepared-
ness strategy in 2015 that will identify actions to increase Seattle’s resilience 
to a changing climate, with a specific focus on minimizing disproportion-
ate impacts on vulnerable populations, enhancing ecosystem services, and   
maximizing cost effectiveness and economic viability. 

The Climate Preparedness Strategy will include actions to 
prepare Seattle’s: 

Seattle’s Climate preparedness Toolbox 

goal
2

Stream flow forecasts inform water reservoir 
management and help protect salmon.

WindWatch provides short-term forecasts of high winds 
to help prepare for storm-related electrical outages. 

Sea level rise maps identify what parts of the City are 
most vulnerable under different sea level rise scenarios.

rainWatch provides short-term forecasts and rain accu-
mulation totals to help better prepare for and respond to 
incidents of extreme precipitation and urban flooding. 
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105,200 Megawatt hours of electricity saved annually

reduce home energy use by 20% and commercial energy 
use by 10% by 2030 (2008 baseline)

20% energy savings in City facilities by 2020 (2008 
baseline)

increase the number & level of green certified buildings

acquire 15% of electricity from new renewable sources 
by 2020

increase solar energy production in the community

121,290 Megawatt hours saved in 2013

3% reduction in home energy use; 2% reduction in commercial 
energy use between 2008 and 2012

4% savings since 2008

179% increase in lEEd and 40% increase in Built green buildings 
(with a greater percentage certified at higher levels) between 2008 
and 2013.

almost 5% of new renewable energy sources acquired in 2012

38% increase in solar capacity since 2008

ACHIEVED TARGET

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

I-937 (2006)

Climate Action Plan (2013)

Resource Conservation 
Management Plan (2013)

MOU for City Green Building 
(2008)

I-937 (2006)

Department priority

buildingS & energy

tranSPortation & land uSe

only 25% of commuters drive alone by 2035

increase transit boardings by 37% by 2040 (2012 baseline)

increase the number of bicyclist and pedestrians

45% of homes located within urban villages by 2030

85% of jobs located within urban villages by 2030

Enhance neighborhood walkability

Eliminate serious & fatal crashes by 2030

49% of commuters drove alone in 2012, down from 53% in 2011.

12% increase in transit boardings between 2010 & 2012

59% increase in bicyclists and 27% increase in pedestrians between 
2011 and 2013 from counts at 50 locations citywide

42% of homes are located within urban villages (as of 2013)

84% of jobs are located within urban villages (as of 2012)

Seattle is the 8th most walkable large city 

20% reduction in serious & fatal crashes between 2008 & 2013

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

ALMOST THERE

ALMOST THERE

NEED DATA

MAKING PROGRESS

State of the City (2014)

SDOT Action Agenda (2012) 
& PSRC Transportation 2040

SDOT Action Agenda (2012)

Comprehensive Plan (2005)

Comprehensive Plan (2005)

Comprehensive Plan (2005)

SDOT Action Agenda (2012)

increase healthy food access

increase urban food production

increase local food consumption

45% increase in Seattle early learning centers purchasing healthy 
food from local farmers
More than 70% increase in fresh Bucks use at farmers markets 
between 2012 and 2013

104% increase in publically accessible land for growing food from 
1990 to 2013
33% increase in P-Patch gardeners from between 2010 and 2013

$1 million increase in farmers market sales between 2010 & 2012

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

Food Action Plan (2013)

Food Action Plan (2013)

Food Action Plan (2013)

food

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

2

3

7

waSte

increase products where waste is managed by 
manufacturers

3 waste products now managed by manufacturers: electronics, 
mercury-containing lights, and medicines.

MAKING PROGRESS Solid Waste Management Plan 
(2013)1
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Ban or discourage problem materials

reduce waste sent to land fill

recycle 70% by 2022

3 product discouragement/bans in place: phone book opt out, 
expanded polystyrene ban, and plastic bag ban.

27% reduction in waste sent to the landfill over the last 7 years

56% recycling rate in 2012, up 2% from 2011

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

Solid Waste Management Plan 
(2013)

Solid Waste Management Plan 
(2013)

Solid Waste Management Plan 
(2013)

2

3

4

1 acre of open space per 100 residents

all residents live within 1/4 mile of a park

100% level of service for care of Seattle’s green spaces

30% tree canopy cover by 2037

2,500 acres of forested parkland restored by 2025

increase volunteers caring for natural areas and trees

Plant 1,800 trees in neighborhoods annually through 
community partnerships.

.75 acres of parkland per 100 residents (2012 data)

83% of residents live within 1/4 mile of a park (as of 2010)

58% level of service for green spaces in 2013

23% canopy cover as of 2007

1,000 acres of forested parkland in restoration

17% increase in Parks volunteers between 2011 and 2013

1,811 City-funded trees were planted in yards or planting strips in 
2013.

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

NEEDS WORK

NEEDS DATA

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

ACHIEVED TARGET

Comprehensive Plan (2005) and 
Parks & Recreation Development 
Plan (2006)

Comprehensive Plan (2005) and 
Parks & Recreation Development 
Plan (2006)

Draft Parks Legacy Plan (2014)

Urban Forest Stewardship Plan 
(2013)

Green Seattle Partnership 20 Year 
Strategic Plan (2005)

Department priority

Urban Forest Stewardship Plan 
(2013)

treeS & green SPace

use less than 105 million gallons of water per day

Manage 700 million gallons of runoff by 2025 with green 
infrastructure

increase pollutant removal from roadways

reduce sewer backups to less than 4 per 100 pipe miles 
by 2025

reduced sewer overflows to one outflow per year 
by 2025

decommission 236 miles of logging roads in Cedar river 
watershed by 2020

water
93 million gallons per day used in 2013

Manage about 100 million gallons with green infrastructure currently

50% increase in pollutant removal between 2011 and 2013

approximately 3 sewer backups per 100 pipe miles in 2013

52 out of 87 outfalls are controlled

152 miles decommissioned to date

ACHIEVED TARGET

MAKING PROGRESS

MAKING PROGRESS

ACHIEVED TARGET

NEEDS WORK

MAKING PROGRESS

Saving Water Partnership Stated 
Goal (2013)

GSI Executive Order (2013)

Department priority

SPU Consent decree (2013)

SPU Consent decree (2013)

SPU Habitat Conservation Plan  
(2000)

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Seattle is carbon neutral by 2050

develop citywide climate preparedness strategy

1% increase in total core emissions; a 6% decrease in 
per person emissions

in development

NEEDS WORK

MAKING PROGRESS

Climate Action Plan (2013)

Climate Action Plan (2013)

climate

1

2
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