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These UDF themes are also major priorities of the 1993 Northgate Plan

* Concentrated “transit-oriented development” at the transit station

* Transforming three automobile-oriented Urban Center subareas from a  
   commercial-only focus to multipurpose places with new housing throughout:
	 East of I-5 , along the Northgate Way corridor 
	 West of I-5 @ Meridian 
	 South of the Mall

* Improving pedestrian & bicycle accessibility & connectivity  
* Improving transit service & comfort 
* Improving overall transportation system functioning



Additional Planning Priorities from the Northgate Plan
Northgate Plan Priorities
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Promoting Health and Livability:lan

Protect and enhance the natural environment

Housing for people at many income levels

Parks, open spaces, and social gathering places located across the 
Urban Center

More attractive, “activated” and landscaped street corridors

Fair share of human services and community facilities



Health, Livability & Equity

Support Personal Safety and 
Healthy Lifestyles

Community Facilities and Services

 

Social Diversity, Equity and  
Economic Opportunity	
	

Design Themes to Express in  
Future Development

Safe public places

Safe and complete routes for walking & bicycling

More parks and active recreation

Places to visit and relax

Not too noisy, or unhealthy air quality

Additional community supportive facilities:

•	 Indoor (meeting room, flex space,  

 arts/cultural facilities)

•	 Outdoor (park/recreation features space for 

farmers markets)

Expanding community services:

•	 Access to fresh food

•	 Free or low cost recreation programs  

(swimming, dance, etc.)

•	 Support/provide education & training

Affordable housing

•	 For wide cross-section of households

•	 Avoid displacement of existing aff. Housing

Development should include new local based small 

business opportunities

Natural vegetation, hydrology, habitat, glacial 
geology
Native American heritage, 19th/20th Century  
history & heritage
Expressions of social diversity
Other expression of Northgate identity, such as:

Highest  
Priorities



Efficient provision
of park & ride
capacity

Improve sidewalks,
trails for peds, bikes:
-I-5 ped/bike bridge
-Underpass @ NG Way
-5th Ave NE south of
  library
-Be�er connec�ons to 
  Maple Leaf
-Bicycle Track

Bus/rail transfer
& bus connec�ons
available

    Traffic is
well-managed
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Ensure safe crossings
and safe traffic controls
for all persons 

Clean & safe
sta�on facili�es

Ligh�ng for safe
spaces

Public Safety

Improve maintenance
    & cleanliness

Sidewalks passable,
clean and safe

Great sense of
 place in sta�on area
     will a�ract people

Green
Strategies:
-drainage
-na�ve landscape
-sustainable

Design Quali�es:
-‘Social commons’
-A�rac�ve places
-Ameni�es
-Place with dis�nct
  iden�ty
-Cultural spaces
-Na�ve American, nature
  themes 

Quality Physical Environment

More mobility
helps livability
& reduces driving Diversity of housing

and residents is 
important part of
livability

More housing
choices improves
social equity

More affordable
housing to serve
area workers

Affordable Housing

More community services:
-food bank, daycare
-educa�on, language
-job training
-affordable  rec. programs

Improve City’s responsiveness
in services & programming

Indoor & outdoor
rec. facili�es, for 
year-round ac�vityMore ac�ve

rec. ameni�es,
picnic spaces in
parks
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Effec�ve police presence
& culturally competent 
public safety/services
provision

More socially 
connected and
physically mobile
lifestyle

Greater access to
fresh foods

Sense of personal
safety is essen�al
for healthy living

Access to open 
space aids
personal health

Engage youth and
seniors together

Opportuni�es for
jobs, support of 
business startups, 
in equitable manner

Personal Health

Healthy, safe &
prosperous
community

SPECTRUM OF HEALTH
AND LIVABILITY TOPICS
IN NORTHGATE
PLANNING

-- DRAFT -- 

Need good rec facili�es 
& schools where people live,
to a�ract more families

Air quality good; and 
living places should not 
be too noisy for residents

Spectrum of Health and Livability Topics  
in Northgate Planning



Priority Improvements
Transit Access Study Findings

Transit Access Study Findings:  Priority Improvements

1. Complete 5th Ave. Streetscape Improvement
     Project (NE 100th-105th St.) 

2. Complete 1st Ave. widening south of 100th St.
     for bike lane, CTIP project F-7

3. Identify appropriate pedestrian improvements 
     on local streets

4. Provide complete sidewalks on 3rd, 4th, and
     new through-block connections (with future
     development)
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Cross-Freeway 
Ped./Bike Bridge

Path to
connect?

Provide a 12-ft.
“cycle track” 
separated bike 
lane 

Improve curbs, gutters, sidewalks

Improve sidewalks
and crosswalks, for 
        ADA accessibility 
        (100-105th Sts.)     Crossing

improvements
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Underpass
pedestrian, bicycle
improvements

NE 103rd St. NE 103rd St.
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Pedestrian Improvements 
identified in Transit Access 
Study

Bicycle improvements
identified in the Study

Street park, sidewalk &
bicycle ideas in this study

Arterials

Light Rail Transit Station

1/4 mile radius

1/2 mile radius

T
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   Multi-use path
(pedestrians and
 bicycles)

A 12-ft. cycle
track recomm.

Sharrows; &
evaluate
other ideas

Bicycle lane

Crossing
improvement

Improve 103rd or 100th
for pedestrians

Consider adjusting
sidewalk path
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