City of Seattle Industrial & Maritime Strategy
Ballard Advisory Group Meeting #2 Summary
Tuesday January 21, 2020
Attendance
Name

Organization

Attending

Eugene Wasserman

North Seattle Industrial Association

Yes

Warren Aakervik

Ballard Oil

Yes

Haley Keller

Peddler Brewing

Yes

Mike Stewart

Ballard Alliance

Yes

Suzie Burke

Fremont Dock Company

Yes

Tom Friedman

Ballard District Council President

Yes

Eric Nelson

Nordic Heritage Museum

Yes

Brad Benson

Stoup Brewing

Yes

Shaunie Wheeler

Teamsters Joint Council

No

Advisory Group Members’ Feedback on Process and Data
- Some advisory group members would like CM Strauss’s staff to be invited to participate in
the advisory group
- Advisory members encouraged City staff and consultants to look at other cities for best
practices (lessons learned from other places).
- There were a few questions about how much more granularly we can focus the data on
Ballard specifically.
- One advisory group member pointed out that employment in commercial fishing operations
are under counted by the data presented.
- Requested Ballard data specifically on employment trends
- Raised questions about what fits into “other manufacturing” and where the hospitality and
tourism data is represented.

Implications of Mayor’s Principles for Ballard
After receiving a briefing on existing City goals and policies for the industrial and maritime
sectors in Ballard, Advisory Group members were asked to consider the implications of the
Mayor’s principles for their neighborhood.
These ideas are presented by principle below:
A. Using the power of local workers and companies to chart a blueprint for the future.
- Need policies supportive of industrial uses at different times of day (e.g. breweries)
- We need more specific definition about what we mean by “local” employers
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C. Promoting equitable access to living-wage jobs through an inclusive economy and
ladders of economic opportunity.
- City’s homeless policies should not negatively impact industrial users
D. Improving the movement of people and goods to and within industrial zones and
increase safety for all travel modes.
- This means better upkeep and safety of streets
- A greater focus on transportation and parking improvements for workers
- Improved transportation corridor to/through industrial areas
- Avoid high capacity transit through industrial
- Avoid elevated ST Light Rail options
- Need more robust parking enforcement (time limits)
- A better understanding of major truck route hierarchies within SDOT and the City
- Foster a better relationship between SDOT and industrial users
E. Aligning Seattle’s industrial and maritime strategy with key climate and
environmental protection goals.
- City should focus on the impacts to the local environment of companies (rather than
companies being held responsible for regional impacts of their supply chain).
- Some recognition/celebration of progress on water clean-up by individual users
F. Developing a proactive land use policy agenda that harnesses growth and
economic opportunities to ensure innovation and industrial jobs are a robust
part of our future economy.
- We should collectively recognize that legacy residential properties in industrial zones do not
imply the need for changing permitted uses.
- Ensure the long-term predictability of land use regulations to support decision making by
small tenants
- Stop contract rezones which encourage the encroachment of non-industrial uses in industrial
areas.
- Consider how changes in commercial zoning that limit the size of commercial grocery stores
in neighborhood commercial districts make larger industrial sites more attractive to grocers
than in the past.
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Local Vision
After considering the local implications of the principles, Advisory Group members weighed in on
the question: What are the priority elements of our desired future for the Industrial and Maritime
sectors in Ballard?
- An increasingly diverse industrial/maritime sector in terms of both the workers and the kinds
of jobs.
- Existing businesses are growing here.
- Sustaining the existing mix of diverse companies: breweries & distilleries; maritime &
fishing; warehouse & distribution.
- People feel safe in the industrial areas at all times of day.
- Industrial and Maritime uses are celebrated; they are visible and better understood by the
general public; and they are respected for their economic contribution and heritage.
- Light rail has been successfully integrated without hurting industrial users.
- Good access to labor that can afford to be here.
- A critical mass of maritime operators are sustained for the “sharing economies” they offer.
- Private ownership along the water is respected and maintained. This will sustain industrial
areas ability to generate taxes for City.
- A good mix of jobs and housing together.
- Reduce the impacts of speculation on small businesses and companies that lease their
properties by building market security through “predictable zoning”.
- A new or rehabilitated Ballard Bridge.
- Reinvestment in the Ballard Locks to sustain this infrastructure.

