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WEST SEATTLE AREA PROFILE

The West Seattle area is located on a penninsula along Puget Sound and is bordered by Alki Point
on the North, the southern city limits on the south and the Duwamish River on West. It consists of
9,758 gross acres and is home to approximately 75,000 people. The area is predominately
residential with some commercial development along California Avenue SW and at West Seattle
Junction (generally the comner of California and Alaska Street) and industrial activity along the
Duwamish River. The area includes such landmarks as Lincoln Park, Alki Beach, and South
Seattle Community College. The following highlights present a summary of West Seattle area.
The subsequent set of tables and maps provide a much more detailed picture of the area.

Demographics

» West Seattle has a slightly higher share of people ages 15 years and less -- 18.4 percent of the
population is less than 15 years old compared to 15 percent citywide.

» West Seattle has a lower percentage of its population that are people of color than is found
citywide - just 17.3 percent of the population are people of color compared to 25 percent

citywide.

» The education levels of people in this area indicate more people with high school education but
fewer people with college degrees than is found citywide

-- 51 percent of the people aged 25 and over are high school graduates but have not completed a
college degree as compared to 42 percent citywide. '

-- 26 percent of the population ages 25 and over have received a college degree comared to 38
percent citywide.

» Houscholds in West Seattle tend to be slightly larger than those citywide:

-- on average 2.25 people live in each household compared to 2.09 citywide.

-- 44.8 percent of the households in West Seattle are married couple families compared to 36
percent citywide.

-- 32 percent of the households are single person households compared to 39.8 percent citywide.

-- eight percent of the households are single parent households compared to 6.2 percent citywide.

Housing

» West Seattle is primarily residential in character and its housing units are more likely to be owner
occupied than is found citywide:

-- 58.1 percent of the housing units are owner occupied compared to 46.5 percent citywide.
-- 63.3 percent of the people live in owner occupied housing units compared to 54.9 percent

citywide.

* The housing units in West Seattle are much more likely to be in single family structures than are
housing units citywide -- 70.1 percent of the housing units are in single family structures as
compared to 53.1 percent citywide.

« The median values of owner occupied housing units was $116,481 compared to $137,884.

« The median rent was $436 compared to $425 citywide.
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Employment

* The unemployment rate in West Seattle was almost identical to the city as a whole --just 4.6
percent of the labor force was unemployed in 1990 compared to 4.9 percent citywide.

Income

* Incomes in West Seattle are similar to income levels citywide:
-- Median household income was $32,947 compared to $29,353 citywide.
-- Median Family Income was $40,376 compared to $39,860 citywide.
-- Per Capita Income was $17,274 compared to $18,308 citywide.

* West Seattle has lower poverty rates than the city as a whole:

-- 9.3 percent of the population lived in poverty compared to 12.4 percent citywide.
-- 1.7 percent of the population 18 and under lived in poverty compared to 15.7 percent citywide.

Jobs
* West Seattle has a relatively high proportion of jobs in the retail sector
-- 20 percent of the jobs are in retail compared to 14.1 percent citywide.
-- 42.2 percent of the jobs are in manufacturing, wholesale trade, or communications sectors
compared to 24.5 percent citywide.
Land Use

* West Seattle is composed primarily of residential land — 71.7 percent of the land is zoned for
single family housing compared to 64.6 percent citywide.

» The area has more land used for industrial purposes than in other areas — 11 percent of the land
is in industrial use compared to 7.3 percent citywide.

Density
+ The residential densities of West Seattle are slightly less than those found citywide:

-- There are 8 people per gross acre compared to 10 citywide.
-- There are 3 households per gross acre compared to 4 citywide.

+ The employment density is very low in West Seattle -- there is just 2 jobs per gross acre
compared to 9 citywide.
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CHANGE 1980 - 1990 '
The West Seattle area experienced a slight amount of change over the decade between 1980 and
1990. The levels of change over the decade are similar to those citywide. The average household
size in the area decreased shghtly over the decade and the numbers of people living alone increased
slightly.
Population
* Population increased by 5.7 percent compared to 4.5 percent citywide.

-- The population under the age of 5 increased by 20 percent between 1980 and 1990.
-- The population aged 65 years and over increased by 16 percent during the decade.

-- There was a two percent decrease in the White population between 1980 and 1990.
-- The number of people of color increased by 67 percent during the decade.
Households
» The number of households increased by 9.6 percent compared to 7.9 percent citywide.

-- The average number of persons per household decreased from 2.34 in 1980 to 2.25 in 1990
while the average decreased citywide from 2.15 to 2.09.

-- There was a four percent decrease in married couple families between 1980 and 1990
compared to just a 2 percent increase citywide.

-- The number of people living alone increased by 20 percent during the 1980's compared toa13
percent increase citywide.

Housing Units
 Housing Units increased by 9.8 percent compared to 8.3 percent citywide.

-- There was 19 percent increase in renter occupied housing units and a four percent increase in
owner occupied housing units between 1980 and 1990.

-- There was a 35.5 percent increase in housing units in multi-family structures and no change in
the number of single family units during the 1980's.
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PROJECTED CHANGE 1990 - 2010

Forecasts of population, household, and housing unit growth for the next twenty years indicates
that the area is expected to experience growth at rates similar to the rates of growth expected for the
city as a whole.

« Population in the area is forecast to increase by 4.8 percent between 1990 and 2010 compared to
5 percent growth for the city as a whole.

» The number of households and housing units are expected to grow by 17 percent over the two
decade period compared to a fifteen percent increase citywide.
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