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CENTRAL AREA PROFILE

The Central area is a diverse community which is primarily residential in character but also contains
some commercial activity areas and is home to major institutions such as Seattle University and
Providence Medical Center. It consists of 2,111 gross acres and is home to over 28,000 people.
The areas has a wedge shaped boundary and is generally bounded by Lake Washington on the

east, Roy street and Madison on the north, Irving street on the south and Broadway on the west.
The following highlights present a summary of the Central area. The subsequent set of tables
provide a much more detailed picture of the area.

Demographics

» The age distribution of the population in the Central area is very similar to the age distribution
citywide — 18 percent of the Central area population is 15 years old and under compared to 15
percent citywide and 14 percent is 65 years and over compared to 15 percent citywide.

» The racial diversity is one of the most distinctive features of the Central area:

-- just forty percent of the population is white compared to 75 percent citywide.

-- Forty-seven percent of the population is African American compared to just 10 percent
citywide.

-- Twenty-six percent of the total African American population in the city lives in the Central
area.

 The Central area population is slightly less likely to have completed high school than the city as a
whole -- 21.3 percent of the population aged 25 and over have less than a high school education
compared to 13.6 percent citywide.

» Central area households have slightly larger household sizes than the city as a whole — on
average 2.24 people live in each household compared to 2.09 citywide.

« The distribution of households by household type is, for most types, quite similar to the
distribution of household types citywide. Two exceptions are the number of married couples
with no children which is lower than expected and the number of female headed households with
children and no spouse which is higher than expected:

-- Fifteen percent of the households are married couples with no children compared to 22 percent
citywide.
-- 12.3 percent of the households are female headed households with children and no spouse
present compared to 5.4 percent citywide.
Housing
+ The Central area has about the same distribution between renter and owner occupied units as is
found citywide but has a slightly higher percentage of people living in rental units -- 50 percent
of the people in the Central area live in rental units compared to 45 percent citywide.
« The median value of owner occupied housing units is $116,417 compared to $137,884 citywide.

« The median rent paid is $363 compared to $425 citywide.



Sub-area Profiles 1990 CENTRAL 2"

* The housing stock tends to be older in the Central area:

- 52 percent of the housing units were built prior to 1940 compared to 36 percent citywide.
-- 12.8 percent of the housing units have been built since 1980 compared to 11.9 percent

citywide.
Employment

* The Central area had a higher unemployment rate in 1990 than the city as a whole — 8.5 percent
of the labor force was unemployed in 1990 compared to 4.9 percent citywide.

Income

* Households and families living in the Central area had slightly lower incomes on average than do
households and families citywide:

-- Median household income was $23,612 compared to $29,353 citywide.
-- Median family income was $29,269 compared to $39,860 citywide.
-- Per Capita Income was $15,072 compared to $18,308 citywide.

* Related to lower incomes levels, Central area residents were more likely to live in poverty -- 19
percent of the people live in poverty compared to 12.4 percent citywide.

« The difference in the poverty rate among children between the city and the Central area is even
more dramatic — 26 percent of the children under 18 were living in poverty compared to 15.7

percent citywide.
Jobs

» Employment in the Central area is primarily related to government and finance, insurance and real
estate -- 80 percent of the jobs were in those industries compared to 60 percent citywide.

« Almost ten percent of the university students in the city attend university in the Central area.

Land Use

« Land in the Central area is primarily used for residential purposes and has a slightly higher share
of land zoned for multi-family use than is found city wide:

-- 85.2 percent of the gross land area is zoned for residential uses compared to 75.6 percent
citywide.

-- 26.2 percent of the land is zoned for multi-family use compared to 11 percent citywide.

-- 66 percent of land is in residential use compared to 56.6 percent citywide.

-- 17 percent of land is in multi-familt use compared to 8.3 percent citywide.

Density
» Residential densities are slightly higher in the Central area than they are citywide:
-- Persons per gross acre in the Central area is 14 compared to ten citywide.

— Households per gross acre is six compared to four citywide.
-- Housing Units per gross acre is six compared to five citywide.
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CHANGE 1980 - 1990
The Central area experienced slight levels of change over the decade between 1980 and 1990. The
number of people, households and housing units all increased at a rate quite similar to the city as a
whole. The area experienced declines in the numbers of people of color and an increase in both the
young and the elderly. The average household size in the Central area decreased very slightly over
the decade while the numbers of people living alone increased.
Population
* Population increased by 3.5 percent compared to 4.5 percent citywide.

-- The population under the age of S increased by just four percent between 1980 and 1990.
-- The population aged 65 years and over increased by 12.7 percent during the decade.

-- There was a 22 percent increase in the White population between 1980 and 1990.

-- There was a six percent decrease in the number of people of color during the decade.
Households
+ The number of households increased by 8.3 percent compared to 7.9 percent citywide.

-- The average number of persons per household decreased slightly from 2.45 in 1980 to 2.24 in
1990 while the average decreased citywide from 2.15 to 2.09.

-- There was a ten percent decrease in married couple families between 1980 and 1990 compared
to just a 2 percent increase citywide.

-- The number of people living alone increased by 16 percent during the 1980's compared to a 13
percent increase citywide.

Housing Units
 Housing Units increased by 9.1 percent compared to 8.3 percent citywide.

-- There was a ten percent decrease in renter occupied housing units and a six percent increase in
owner occupied housing units between 1980 and 1990.

-- There was a 15 percent increase in housing units in multi-family structures and just a two
percent increase in single family units during the 1980's.
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PROJECTED CHANGE 1990 - 2010

Forecasts of population, household, and housing unit growth for the next twenty years indicates
that the Central area is expected to experience growth at rates comparable to the rates of growth
expected for the city as a whole.

* Population in the Central area is forecast to increase by 6.4 percent between 1990 and 2010
compared to 5 percent growth for the city as a whole. ,

+ The number of households and housing units are both expected to grow by approximately 16 and
15 percent respectively in the Central area and by 15 percent citywide over the next two decades.
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