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1. The RFP itself says that the total funds available for the legal defense portion is $1.2 million but 

the press release and email you sent says $1.45 million. 

 

The full King County Council is expected to approve an additional $250,000 for legal defense 

services on Monday, June 26. That would make $1.45 million available for the legal defense service 

contracts. 

 

2. Could our organization be considered for a Community Navigation services award without any 

BIA-accredited individuals in the office?  

 

We believe BIA accreditation is an important qualification for applicants for the Community 

Navigation services funding. However, we also will consider applicants who do not have BIA 

accreditation but who serve an under-served population and whose navigators are supervised by a 

licensed immigration attorney (either on staff or under contract). As indicated on page 4 (Q3 under 

Program Model and Features of the RFP document): “Applicants without such accredited staff 

should provide the CV and bar # of the immigration attorney(s) who will supervise non-BIA-

accredited Community Navigators. Of note, OIRA and OESJ are working with other partners to 

make a free BIA accreditation training available to community-based organizations in fall 2017.” 

 

3. Could a program with ties to the University of Washington qualify to apply for the Legal 

Defense Fund? 

 

Universities are designated as 501(c)3s by the IRS because of their focus on education. If the 

program is a part of the UW, or if the UW (or any other 501(c)3) is willing to act as a fiscal sponsor 

(co-sign a contract), then the program would be eligible to apply. 

 

4. Would kids detained at Office of Refugee Resettlement facilities in Pierce County qualify for 

assistance? 

 

Yes, if they were previously a resident in King County. 

 

5. Would kids detained at Office of Refugee Resettlement facilities in King County who were 

previously resident elsewhere qualify for assistance? 

 

Kids who have lived in King County for 30 days, including in ORR facilities, would qualify as 

residents. 
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6. Would people working in King County (outside of Seattle) who live outside of King County 

qualify?  

 

No, Seattle workers and King County residents only. 

 

7. What proof will be required of qualifying residency or employment? Would self-reporting be 

sufficient? 

 

Self-reporting, under penalty of perjury, would be the minimum requirement. 

 

8. Does a staff member who is an immigration lawyer need to be actively practicing in order for an 

organization to be eligible to apply? 

 

Applicants are required to have relevant experience (and to provide evidence, such as AILA 

membership). And the panel will consider whether that experience is current.  

 

9. What happens to unspent funds at the end of 2018? 

 

Subject to full Council approval, remaining funds (if any) could be carried over to 2019. 

 

10. Would agencies be responsible to continue funding with own funds cases that extend beyond 

the funding period? 

 

The review panel will consider applicants' proposed strategy and capacity to continue legal 

services once the Legal Defense Fund is exhausted. 

 

11. Could this funding be used for cases that have already been started? 

 

Yes, if the individuals being served meet the eligibility criteria. 

 

12. Could the funding be used for ancillary services, such as psychological evaluations or social 

work to support release from detention? 

 

Yes, to the extent that they directly support the provision of legal defense services. 

 

13. How will the Vera “universal representation” model apply? 

 

The Seattle/King County model allows contractors to prioritize services within resource availability. 

Further, Seattle and King County funding is constrained to serve residents and workers within 

these jurisdictions. 
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14. Will agencies have to/be able to provide screening and in-depth assessments to individuals who 

are not eligible for legal defense services with this funding? 

 

Agencies should expect to determine whether individuals meet the eligibility criteria for this 

funding as part of the screening process. This fund should only support in-depth assessments to 

individuals meeting eligibility criteria. 

 

15. What does "in danger" of losing immigration status mean? 

 

Applicants should review the findings within the establishing ordinances, which reflect the risk that 

the Seattle and King County funding is intended to address. The review panel will consider 

applicant statements on how they would prioritize individuals to receive services.  

 

16. Are asylum seekers/cases eligible for legal services with this funding? 

 

Yes. How proposals prioritizing asylum seekers would be evaluated relative to proposals with other 

priority populations is up to the evaluation panel’s discretion. 

 

17. What does "working with the entity(ies) conducting the Legal Orientation Program" mean? 

 

The federal government contracts with one or more providers in immigrant detention facilities to 

educate detained immigrants about their rights and the immigration court process. Successful 

applicants will be asked to work with that contracted entity to ensure that detainees are screened 

for eligibility for services through the Legal Defense Fund and referred appropriately. 

 

18. Since individuals with full BIA (now OLAP) accreditation are permitted to represent individuals 

in their legal cases, why must applicant organizations have an immigration attorney on staff or 

under contract?  

 

Seattle and King County leadership expect to fund entities with experience and capacity to serve 

individuals at risk of removal in complex cases, and consider currently having an immigration 

attorney on staff or under contract to be an important indicator of that experience and capacity. 

Further, the provision of these services by immigration lawyers is a best practice occurring in cities 

that are already funding immigrant legal defense (such as New York). Not all of the funded services 

would need to be provided by attorneys already employed by the applicant agency, but it's likely 

that attorney or attorneys would need to play an immediate role in the staffing model for funded 

services. 

 



4 

 

19. Could the optional oral presentation be conducted virtually (e.g. by Skype)? 

 

Yes, the Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs and Office of Equity and Social Justice expect to 

be able to accommodate that request. 

 

20. Does the 15-page limit include attachments? (e.g. CVs for attorneys, etc.) 

 

Please try to stay within 15 pages for the entire application. However, since we didn’t specify at the 

outset, it’s OK if the required attachments are additional. 

 

21. Could funds from the RFP be used to pay for post-conviction relief proceedings that would 

benefit the client in the immigration matter?  For instance, in some cases, a person may be 

facing removal proceedings as a direct result of a prior criminal offense (say, a legal permanent 

resident who was convicted of a drug possession offense).  The situation may be such that there 

is no way to fight deportation unless that criminal case is reopened and there may be no right 

for the person to get legal assistance from a public defender in that context. In such cases, could 

the contractor use funds to contract with a private attorney to pay for reopening the criminal 

case?  We would note that we envision this option to be used in very limited situations and 

probably only budget a small portion of the project budget for these purposes. 

 

No, these funds may not be used for post-conviction relief proceedings. 

 

22. We would be interested in clarifying the role of the community navigators vs. the contractors 

providing legal defense funding. The navigators RFP requires those entities to have an attorney 

on staff or be BIA/OLAP accredited. It also lists "application assistance" as one of the activities 

that navigators would be expected to do. Both things suggest that navigator agencies would be 

expected to provide legal assistance (and not just non-legal assistance) in these cases. If that's 

the case, we would like to understand how this would relationship would work between the 

navigators and the entity providing legal defense.  In providing legal defense services, we would 

not want the navigators to prepare applications that would be submitted to immigration 

authorities without first being reviewed by the legal defense fund contract staff.  What is the 

expectation of how that would play out on the ground level? 

 

Specific definition of tasks and roles, including protocols for handoffs, would need to be worked 

out among the successful applicants in the context of the collaborative table. 

 

23. One of the questions on the RFP asks about expected outcomes.  Since most (if not all) of non-

detained removal cases will take longer to complete than the projected time period, we would 

like to clarify whether "outcomes" can include the fact that someone was represented in their 

initial immigration hearing or whether you would like us to project the actual outcome of the 
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case down the road (even if it is beyond the project period). 

 

Proposals should project outcomes project for the timeline given since this funding is one-time, 

through 2018.  If you expect to have to rely on interim outcomes, because some cases will not be 

completed, you should provide evidence for that assumption. 

 

24. Can the licensed immigration attorney supervising the community navigators be a volunteer for 

the nonprofit organization, or does he/she need to be paid staff? 

 

The attorney supervising community navigators must be on staff or under contract, not a 

volunteer. 

 

25. If awarded funds, may the nonprofit organization use such funds to pay outside legal counsel 

for the representation of indigent immigrants the organization has screened? 

 

No, community navigation funds may not be used to pay outside legal counsel.  

 

26. Do you have any sense of how many people you hope to serve with the $100K available for 

Community Navigation? That might help me know what an appropriate ask might be based on 

how many people we hope to serve. So, hypothetically, if we were planning to serve 600 people 

and overall you were hoping to serve 1,200, it might be appropriate to ask for $50K. 

 

The amount for Community Navigation was set/limited by direction from the Council sponsor and 

not related to an estimated number of people served. The panel will review proposals and seek to 

make maximum impact with an award or combination of awards and reserves the right to approach 

applicants to fund just a portion of the requested amount. 


