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Welcome to the first year of the Seattle Preschool Program! 

The Seattle Preschool Program (SPP) is the voter-approved $58 million property tax levy to provide 
“accessible high-quality preschool services for Seattle children designed to improve their readiness for 
school and to support their subsequent academic achievement.” This fall, we are launching our first SPP 
classrooms. You and your family are making Seattle history by participating in SPP this year. 

SPP is administered by the City of Seattle but different preschool providers across the city will provide the 
actual programming for your child. 

City of Seattle’s Roles 

• Administers SPP
• Selects and enrolls children
• Collects tuition
• Monitors and evaluates

contracts with providers

Preschool Providers’ Roles 

• Individual sites provide direct
services to families

• Each site and program is
unique
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Frequently Asked Questions  
about the Seattle Preschool Program 

 

How did my center get selected to participate in SPP? 

Your center participated in a competitive process known as a Request for Investment (RFI).  They were 
required to fill out an application outlining how they meet SPP’s quality standards, how they partner 
with families and how they provide culturally and linguistically responsive programming.  A panel of City 
staff and community representatives reviewed applications and selected centers based on a points 
system which prioritized the following characteristics: 1) the center’s location to a high needs area, 2) 
their history in serving low-income families, and 3) evidence of program quality as measured by Early 
Achievers (Washington State’s Quality Rating and Improvement System).   

How can I find out more about my child’s program? 

For more details about your child’s program including schedules, any supplies needed, meals, etc., 
please contact your SPP provider directly. 

What does my tuition cover? 

Your tuition covers the cost of the SPP program, which is 6 hours a day, 5 days a week, 10 months a year 
(180 days total).  It does NOT cover the cost of before- and after-school care (any child care or services 
outside of the regular SPP program day).  It does NOT cover the cost of child care in the summer when 
there is no SPP programming. 

How is my tuition calculated? 

Your tuition will be calculated based on your gross monthly income and your household size.  The City 
will use a sliding scale to ensure that you are paying the appropriate amount.   

If you would like to estimate your payments, a tuition calculator is available online: 
http:/3/www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/OFE/AboutTheLevy/EarlyLearning/2015-
16_SPP_Tuition_Calculator_v2.xlsx 

How do I pay my tuition? 

You will pay the City of Seattle directly for SPP tuition.  For additional services such as before/after care 
or summer programming, you will pay the provider.  You will also have the option of paying your tuition 
in one lump sum or spreading it out over 10 monthly payments (only available to families whose annual 
tuition is over $100).   

Payments can be made by: 1) cash, 2) credit/debit cards, 3) Automated Clearing House (ACH) directly 
from your checking account, or 4) check.  For cash payments, please deliver to the City of Seattle’s 
cashier located on the 4th Floor of the Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 5th Ave., Seattle, WA 98124. 
Credit/debit cards can also be processed at the City’s cashier or by calling (206) 684-7800.  For ACH, you 
will need to provide your checking account information during enrollment to the City’s Preschool 
Enrollment Coordinator.  

8/25/15 - Page 2 of 3 
 

http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/OFE/AboutTheLevy/EarlyLearning/2015-16_SPP_Tuition_Calculator_v2.xlsx
http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/OFE/AboutTheLevy/EarlyLearning/2015-16_SPP_Tuition_Calculator_v2.xlsx


You can mail a check to the following address:  
 
City of Seattle – SPP 
PO Box 34214 
Seattle, WA  98124-4214 

When is my payment due? 

Payment for September and October will be due by October 5. For subsequent months, invoices will be 
sent to you monthly by email or U.S. mail approximately 2 weeks before the payment due date.  Tuition 
is due by the 5th of the month for the month the child is enrolled.  For example, if a child is enrolled for 
October, the tuition payment will be due by October 5. 

Invoices will be sent to you monthly by email or US mail approximately 2 weeks before the payment due 
date.  Tuition is due by the 5th of the month for the month the child is enrolled. For example, if a child is 
enrolled for October, the tuition payment will be due by October 5. Due to the timing of enrollment, the 
September and October payments will be combined and due on October 5.   

What other fees should I expect? 

You will be directly responsible for any before- and after-school care costs and/or summer child care. 
You may qualify for subsidies either through the State or the City if you meet income guidelines, but you 
will still be responsible for any co-pays associated with those subsidies.  Your SPP provider and/or the 
City’s Preschool Enrollment Coordinator is knowledgeable about programs available to possibly help 
with your child care needs. 

What happens if I have a major life change that might affect my eligibility or ability to pay all of my 
tuition? (e.g., my monthly income changes or we have a baby) 

If your income or household size changes during the year for any reason, the City’s Preschool Enrollment 
Coordinator will be available to assist you with recalculating your tuition and/or accessing financial 
support services if needed. You will be required to inform the City no later than 10 days after you 
experience any life changes in order to avoid the late or under payments.  

We will constantly be updating this document on-line on the Department’s website:  

http://www.seattle.gov/education.  

If you have further questions, please email preschool@seattle.gov. 
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