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Request for Letters of Intent to Apply for the Seattle Preschool Program

The City of Seattle Department of Education and Early Learning (DEEL) is seeking to open 14 Seattle Preschool Program (SPP) classrooms to accommodate 280 children during the 2015–16 school year.  We are requesting that preschool providers who intend to apply for this initial round of classrooms submit a Letter of Intent to Apply to DEEL by Friday, April 17. DEEL will issue a Request for Investments (RFI) on April 20; providers who wish to be considered for this first year of the SPP will need to complete the RFI.

Because the time between voter approval of the SPP levy and planning for the next school year is abbreviated, we are conducting this solicitation in a condensed timeframe. However, SPP is being phased in during a four-year demonstration period and there will be multiple opportunities for providers to apply to become SPP partners in subsequent years. Solicitations in the coming years will take place earlier in the calendar year and give providers a longer period of time to respond.

SPP is being phased in at the following rate:
	SPP Phase In Schedule

	School Year
	2015–16
	2016–17
	2017–18
	2018–19

	Classrooms
	14
	39
	70
	100

	Children
	280
	780
	1400
	2000



In order to apply, providers must meet the following qualifications at the time their RFI response is submitted:
· Be licensed as a preschool provider or be exempt from licensing
· Be participating in the Washington State Early Achievers (EA) system
· Be identified as a Center of Excellence by having achieved an EA rating of 3 to 5.
In addition, providers must commit to meeting these SPP requirements:
· Six hours a day of preschool programming.
· A minimum of two classrooms serving no more than 20 children in each classroom. The two classrooms do not need to be at one location. 
· A minimum of one lead teacher and one teaching assistant in each classroom for a ratio not to exceed 10 children per adult.
· Use of one of the approved SPP curricula – HighScope or Creative Curriculum.
· Give coaches provided by DEEL regular access to teachers in the classroom for embedded professional development and coaching. 
If your organization does not meet these requirements or if you’re just not interested at this time, there are other ways you can become an SPP partner:
· Apply when the SPP process reopens in winter of 2015-16 for the 2016-17 school year.
· Apply for the SPP Pathway to become SPP eligible. 
· Apply for capacity-building funds if improvements are needed to bring your facility up to licensing standards.
· Apply to take part in DEEL-supported curricula trainings as they become available.
If you meet the SPP requirements now, or are close to doing so, and you don’t want to apply this year, you may choose to wait for the next RFI round. The SPP provider recruitment process will begin again in winter of 2015-16 for additional classrooms as noted in the phase in schedule above.
  
The SPP Pathway allows providers who do not meet the SPP requirements to begin serving 3- and 4-year-old children in center-based preschool classrooms while undertaking the steps required to become an SPP partner within two years.  SPP Pathway providers will be required to begin licensing procedures if they are not currently licensed, enroll in Early Achievers, serve at least eight eligible children per classroom (family income at or below 300% of the Federal Poverty Level), and ensure plans are in place to meet all other SPP requirements.

Funds are available for physical capacity investments to increase the number of licensed center-based care facilities that can provide SPP slots. While final procedures and processes for accessing these funds have not been completed, you may choose to apply for these funds if appropriate for your situation.

Finally, if you are interested in becoming an SPP provider but have not been trained in either of the adopted curricula, training is being provided and organized by DEEL in partnership with HighScope.

Informational sessions are scheduled for Monday, April 13 and Tuesday, April 14 in order to answer questions about the Intent to Apply process.  
· Monday April 13, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m., Rainier Beach Community Center
· Tuesday April 14, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m., Garfield Community Center
We will also provide information at the sessions about how to learn more about the alternative pathways to becoming an SPP partner. DEEL offers technical assistance to interested providers on how to take best advantage of these alternatives.

If you are interested in becoming a partner with DEEL in SPP, we ask that you return the attached form indicating how you would like to participate.  It is not necessary to complete and submit this form in order to respond to the SPP RFI when it is released. We are asking for this information in order to better plan how to make supports available to our community partners.

Forms can be accessed online at seattle.gov/education and should be submitted to Preschool@Seattle.gov  or a hard copy can be mailed to the address below.  If you have any questions about this process, please contact Rachel Schulkin at 206-684-3942.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your interest in this exciting program to help all Seattle children be ready for school. We look forward to hearing from you.
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